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JAMES STEWART GRIM, PH.D.—The wide- 
reaching activities of Dr. James Stewart Grim, of Kutz- 
town, Pennsylvania, link his name with various branches 
of construttive endeavor, principally of a scientific trend. 
His long experience in the first of the educator has been 
of large and definite benefit to the institutions of Berks 
County, and in his present office as Professor ef Sciences, 
in the Keystone State Normal School, in Kutztown, he 
takes rank with the foremost educators of his time. Dr. 
Grim received his honorary degree from Cornell Univer- 
sity, his alma mater, in April, 1910. 

The Grim family is one of wide distinction in Amer- 
ica, and George W. Grim, Dr. Grim’s father, was a 
doctor of medicine, a graduate of Jefferson Medical Schoel, 
class of 1859, and largely successful in the profession. 
He married Elizabeth P. Koons, and they were the 
parents of the following childrea: Dr. F. H., of Revere; 
Dr. George M., of Ottsville; Dr. F. S., of Frenchtown, 
New Jersey, former mayor of Frenchtown, who died in 
1924, all medical doctors; Harry E., a prominent attor- 
ney at Peckasie; Webster, former Democratic candidate 
for governor of Pennsylvania, a prominent attorney of 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania; James Stewart, subject of our 
sketch; Nora E., wife of Asher K. Anders, prominent at- 
torney and politician of Doylestown; and Cora B., wife 
of W. K. Rufe, of Reigelsville, Pennsylvania, all of Bucks 
County. 

James Stewart Grim was born in Bucks County, Oc- 
tober’ 21, 1873. First attending the local public schools. 
he was later yratluated from Keystone State Normai 
School, at Kutztown, then from Lafayette College, at 
Easton, Pennsylvania. Following the completion of that 
course, he taught at the Keystone State Normal School, 
taking summer courses at Cornell University, and Cold 
Spring Harbor, New York, in post-graduate work along 
advanced scientific lines. Meanwhile, Dr. Grim taught 
public school, and also taught at West Chester Normal 
School, and at Chambersburg Academy. He then accep- 
ted the chair of sciences at the Keystone State Normai 
School, in 1900, and is still ably filling the large respon- 
sibilities of this position. His work for the development 
and progress of the institution in general, as well as 
along the line of his special branch, has been uniformly 
and consistently constructive. He has added to his use- 
fulness from time to time by acting as instructor in the 
summer faculty of the University of Cornell, also of 


Syracuse University. His work in these institutions has 


been in connection with advance graduate courses in rural 
education and agriculture. He has filled the chair of 
animal husbandry, soil investization, and agriculture, also 
engineering. Dr. Grim’s work in these various branches 
of study has been of the greatest importance to agricul- 
tural progress in his native State, yet this has by no means 
bounded the scope of his work. He is a voluminous writer, 
as well as an extensive reader and constant student. 
He has published many papers on agricultural science, 
including also a book entitled “Elementary Agriculture,” 
brought out by Allyn Bacon, of Boston, in 1916, which 
has sold in excess of $0,000 copies. This brilliant record 
of achievernent in one of the most important realms ot 
present-day progress gives Dr. Grim’s name great signif- 
icance to American advance. 


R.-B.--13 


Dr. Grim has further met responsibilities of a diferent 
type, serving during the World War as a member of the 
National War Work Council of the Young Ifen’s Chris- 
tian Association in connection with the educational com- 
mission. He offered himself for service overseas, and was 
sent to France, March 21, 1919. This commission was 
organized by the Young Men’s Christian Association and 
later turned over to the War Department. During his 
stay in Europe, Dr. Grim was stationed .t Beaume Univer- 
sity, France. This work overseas was in addition to 
tireless endeavors as a “four-minute”’ speaker, for which 
he row holds a certificate of merit. Fraternaily, Dr. 
Grim is a member of Huguenot Lodge, Free and Accep- 
ted Masons, and finds his relaxation in motoring and 
out-door interests. He is a member of the Reformed 
Church. 

Dr. James Stewart Grim married, at Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, August 7, 1901, Nettie May Kubn, daughter 
of Adam and Elizabeth Kuhn, her father now deceased 
and buried at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, her mother 
still ving, and a residert of that place. Dr. and Mrs 
Grim are the parents of the following children: 1. James 
Stewart, Jr., a graduate of the Keystone State Normal 
School and Lehigh University, as an electrical engineer, 
and is connected as such with the American Telegraph 
& Telephone Company at Philadelphia. 2. Allen Kuhn 
(2), a graduate of Keystone State Normal School and 
Swarthmore College, now a teacher in the Reading High 
Schecl. 3. J. Marshall, a graduate of Normal School, 
teaching in Hamburg. 4.8. Mark and Margaret, twins, 
students at the Keystone State Normal School The Grima 
family residence is in a fine home on Normal Hill, Kutz- 
town, Pennsylvania, 


a 


ORSON NEVIN RITZMAN-—The name of Orson 
Nevin Ritzman, of Reading, Pennsylvania, has attained 
more than locai distinction in the allied realms of educa- 
tion and journalism, and both in the public service and 
in business advance he is also well known in Berks 
County. Widely affiliated with fraternal orders, and a 
leading figure in social circles, Mr. Ritzman is a thor- 
oughly representative and progressive citizen of Readin 

The Ritzman family has been established in Strauss- 
town, Berks County, Pennsylvania, for several genera- 
tions, and Michael Ritzman, Mr. Ritzman’s great-great- 
grandfather, was a farmer and business man of Bernville, 
residing near Rehressburg. Jacob Ritzman, his son, lived 
on the homestead farm and followed agricultural pur- 
suits throughout his lifetime. He married Barbara Shaef- 
fer, and they were the parents of five children: George; 
Jacob, of whom further; Lydia, wife of William Keener; 
Elizabeth; and Selesia. 

Jacob Ritzman was born February 4, 1825, and owned 
a large farm in Upper Tulpehocken Township, where 
the historic Indian fort used for protection against hostile 
red men was built. He died November i4, i873. Jacob 
Ritzman married Sarah Wagner, who was born May 138, 
1823, and died October 1, 1889. They were the parents 
of the following children: Nicholas, deceased, formerly of 
Reading; W.W., deceased, formerly of Reading; Levi W., 
of whom further; Abraham W., deceased, former'y of 
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Shartlesville; Israel W., of Reading; and Hannah W., who 
married Aaron F. Henne, of Strausstown. 

Levi W. Ritzman, son of Jacob and Sarah (Wagner) 
Ritzman, and father of the subject of this review, was 
born in Jefferson Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
March 29, 1854. Educated in the local schools, his first 
business experience was with S. W. Lesher, of Schaeffers- 
town, where he served as clerk for two years, then was 
associated with S. B. Kantner, of Strausstown, with whom 
he remained until 1878, when he bought the interest. 
This business comprised a general store and, conducted 
under progressive methods, became largely prosperous. 
Mr. Ritzman was a leading Democrat of Strausstown, 
and, indeed, of the county of Berks. He was frequently 
delegated to County and State conventions, served as 
local committeeman for twelve years, as auditor of the 
township for three years, and for a similar length of time 
as school director. He was active as assessor for six 
years, and as one of seventeenth candidates for County 
commissioner made an excellent run. Broadly prominent 
in fraternal circles, he held membership in Williamson 
Lodge, No. 307, Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior 
Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; Reading Com- 
mandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; Strausstown Lodge, 
No. 77, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he 
was a charter member, and was also a charter member 
of Charlotte Lodge, No. 289, Daughters of Rebekah. 
Mr. Ritzman was further affiliated with Camp No. 133, 
Patriotic Order Sons of America; also Tulpehocken Castle, 
No. 133, Knights of the Golden Eagle, and was a charter 
member of both these organizations. His religious con- 
nection was with the Lutheran Church, which for many 
years before his death he served as deacon and elder, and 
for nine years as treasurer. He married Kate S. Burk- 
hart, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Burkhart, and 
they were the parents of seven children, four of whom 
died when young. 

Mrs. Ritzman, after leaving the Strausstown homestead, 
took up her residence with a daughter, Rhoda, in Reading. 
Another daughter, Bertha, who married Charles T. Bar- 
nett, resides at Northside, West Reading. 

Orson Nevin Ritzman, son of Levi W. and Kate S. 
(Burkhart) Ritzman, was born in Strausstown, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 14, 1889. His education was begun in the 
local public schools, and later, attending the Reading 
School of Commerce, now known as McCann’s Business 
College, he made careful preparations for his career. 
Beginning life in the realm of the educator, Mr. Ritzman 
taught for four years in the public schools, then, for 
two years, in business institutions. Thereafter taking up 
newspaper work, he was active in editorial and reportor- 
ial capacities for a period of ten years. Since 1920 he 
has been identified with the William S. Rhode Company, 
Inc., of Kutztown, Pennsylvania, as secretary, and Is 
also engaged as editor of “Public Service.” 

The political career of Orson Nevin Ritzman was 4 
matter of more than usual importance to the community, 
for he served as Register of Wills, having been electe:! 
to this office in 1919, serving four years. He was the 
youngest county official who ever held office in Berks. 
His political affiliation is with the Democratic Party and 
be is a worker in its ranks. He was a delegate from the 


Berks-Lehigh District to the Democratic National Con-. 


vention in New York, in 1924, and for one hundred ballots 
voted for William Gibbs McAdoo. Mr. Ritzman has been 
widely active, however, in those lines of public effort which 
have to do more closely with patriotic endeavors. He 
served during the period of the World War as a member 
of Company M, Pennsylvania Reserves, and organized the 
unit that served for every war drive in Berks County, and 
was one of the distinguished “four-minute” speakers of 
that time, having delivered one hundred and forty-six ad- 
dresses during the period of the war. Mr. Ritzman is 
prominent in fraternal circles, being a member of the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows; has served as county 
president for two terms of the Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; also is a member of the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle, Orioles, and Patriotic Order of Americans. He is a 
member of the Reformed Church. 

Orson N. Ritzman marriéd, in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, 
in September, 1912, Carrie C. Gottschall, daughter ot 
Charles E. and Louise Gottschall, esteemed residents of 
Pottsville. Mr. and Mrs. Ritzman are the parents of two 
children: Robert Orson, born July 20, 1913; and Kathryn 
Louise, born February 15, 1918. The Ritzman family 
resided in their delightful home at No. 321 Summit Ave- 
nue, Northside, West Reading, Pennsylvania, until the 
autumn of 1924 and then moved to Kutztown. 

JACOB S. RITTENHOUSE, M. D.—The Ritten- 
house family which is represented in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, by Dr. Jacob S. Rittenhouse originated in 
Holland, but has been identified with American prog- 
ress since the year 1690, when the immigrant ances- 
tor of this family settled in Germantown, Pennsyl- 
vania, and founded the first paper mill in America. 
In every generation members of this family have 
borne a worthy and constructive part in the growth 
and development of the new country and the young 
Republic. 

Dr. Samuel R. Rittenhouse, father of the subject 
of this review, was born in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, near the town of Trappe, January 16, 
1832, and his father, Jacob D. Rittenhouse, was a 
leading farmer of that section, his death, caused by 
apoplexy, occurring Aprril 17, 1843. Samuel R. Rit- 
tenhouse, as a lad, attended the local public schools, 
then was trained for his profession at the University 
of Pennsylvania, his graduation taking place in 1853. 
A man of progressive mind and spirit, he later 
returned to his alma mater for post-graduate work, 
also attending the clinics of the University Hospital. 
He was active for some years in practice with Dr. 
Lesher Trexler, in Berks County, at Longswamp, 
remaining together until the year 1855. Dr. Samuel 
R. Rittenhouse in later life turned from the allopathic 
to the homeopathic school, of medicines, and in 1857 
removed to Millerstown, now known as Macungie, 
Lehigh County, in this State, where he remained in 
practice until 1868, when he came to Reading, where 
he engaged in general practice, and was the first 
consulting physician of the Homeopathic Hospital. 
He passed away June 26, 1895. He was a member 
of the leading homeopathic medical association, also 
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of the Society of Natural Sciences, and was a writer 
on medical subjects of recognized authority. Dr. 
Samuel R. Rittenhouse married Anna M. Shaffer, and 
they were the parents of four children: Jacob S.; 
Anna; Hannah; and a son who died in infancy. 

Jacob S. Rittenhouse, eldest child of these parents, 
was born June 3, 1861. The family removed to Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, when he was seven years of age, 
and there he attended the local schools, also the 
Scientific Academy, where he covered languages and 
natural sciences under the Hon. D. B. Brunner. 
The line of his father’s activities, undoubtedly, had 
its influence in determining his choice of a profession, 
and as a young man he entered Hahnemann Medical 
College, of Philadelphia, from which he was grad- 
uated April 3, 1885, with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. Associated with his father in practice for 
sometime following his graduation, Dr. Rittenhouse 
took post-graduate work at the New York Polyclinic 
and other leading hospitals, perfecting himself in 
his specialties, the eye, ear, nose and throat. His 
work along these lines carried him early to a largely 
prominent position in the professional world and 
he has for many years been considered an authority 
in this field. He has now been active in practice for 
nearly forty years, and during twenty-eight years 
and six months of that time he has served as expert 
United States pension examiner, although unconnect- 
ed with thé pension board. It is well worthy of 
note that during his entire period of service in this 
connection he has never been requested to correct 
any report rendered or reéxamined any case. Dr. 
Rittenhouse resigned from this position in April, 1923, 
the exactions of his private practice compelling him 
to decline further responsibilities of this nature. He 
was one of the members of the first staff of the 
Reading Homecpathic Hospital, and for many years 
has been widely sought by institutions as well as 
individuals in consultation. A member of the Penn- 
sylvania Homeopathic Society, ex-president of the 
Hahnemann Medical Society, of Reading, and a mem- 
ber of the Reading Homeopathic Society, Dr. Ritten- 
house holds leading rank in local professional circles. 
Fraternally he is identified with Vigilant Lodge, In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, also of the En- 
campment, and the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men. His leisure interests have tor many years in- 
cluded horticulture; and besides being a patron of this 
industry, he owns a thirty-five acre apple orchard 
at Lorane, Pennsylvania, where his residence has for 
many years been located. He has served as judge 
of apples at the fairs of the Berks County Agricul- 
tural Society, is a member of the Pennsylvania Horti- 
cultural Society, also of the American Pomological 
Society. He was elected first president of the Berks 
County Fruit Growers Association, and after an 
interim of one term was reélected and is now serving 
in that capacity. He was the organizer of the Amer- 
ican Barb Currier Club, and was its first secre- 
tary. He is also a member of the American. Glad- 
iolus Society; and member of the Reading Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Dr. Rittenhouse is one of the 


honored and widely known figures in professional 
advance in Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Jacob S. Rittenhouse married, June 12, 1888, 
Emma K. Griesemer, daughter of Benneville D. and 
Hannah K. Griesemer. They have three living chil- 
dren: Mary Esther, born January 18, 1892; Samuel 
B., born October 14, 1893; and Ruth Helen, born 
December 14, 1897. The eldest child, Roger G., died 
at the age of eleven months. The Rittenhouse family 
reside at No. 38 South Fourth Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 

JOSEPH SAXTON PENDLETON —A member of 
a distinguished Virginian family, and himself thoroughly 
representative of the highest type of American citizenship, 
Joseph Saxton Pendleton, of Reading, Pennsylvania, stands 
among the leaders of progress in the industrial world of 
the day, and is affiliated with one of the most important 
steel concerns of this section. Mr. Pendleton’s technical 
knowledge and long experience have meant much to the 
organization of which he has been a member for upwards 
of thirty years, and in his ever alert attitude and unfailing 
attention to every phase of the responsibilities placed in 
his hands the concern has realized definite and permanent 
benefit. Mr. Pendleton is one of the broadly noteworthy 
men of the steel industry today. 

Rear-Admiral Edwin Conway Pendleton, Mr. Pendle- 
ton’s father, was born in Richmond, Virginia, May 27, 
1847. Fourteen years of age.when the North and South 
were swept into Civil War, he was absorbingly interested 
in the activities of the time, and secured an appointment 
by President Abraham Lincoln to the United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in 1863. He served 
through all the ranks of the navy to rear-admiral, first 
seeing active service on the sloop-of-war, “Marion,” in 
1864. During the Spanish-American War he served as 
superintendent of the United States Naval Gun Factery, 
in Washington, District of Columbia, and was in command 
of the Philadelphia Navy Yard, at League Island, at th> 
time of his retirement, May 27, 1909. Admiral Pendleton 
lived retired for a little more than a decade, his death 
occurring in Philadelphia, September 27, 1919. His life 
was a noteworthy example of devotion to patriotic duty, 
and sincere, progressive effort in one of the most important 
branches of National protection. Admiral Pendleton mar- 


ried Mary Riddle Saxton, daughter of Joseph Saxton, the - 


famous American inventor, who was born in Huntington, 
Pennsylvania, and was a member of the Franklin Insti- 
tute, the Philosophical Society, of Philadelphia, and the 
National Academy of Science, of Washington, District of 
Columbia. Joseph Saxton Pendleton, whose name entitles 
this review, is the only grandson of the inventor. 

Joseph Saxton Pendleton was born in Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, October 28, 1873. Receiving his early 
education in the public schools of Washington, District of 
Columbia, he later attending George Washington Uni- 
versity, from which he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Science, upon his graduation in 1897. Mr. Pendleton’s 
entire career has been spent with the concern of which 
he is now a leading official, the Carpenter Steel Company. 
He started in the organization in the capacity of chemist, 
shortly following his graduation in 1897. Giving to the 
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progress of the organization the tireless effort and faithful 
allegiance which are vital to any enterprise of whatsoever 
nature, Mr. Pendleton has risen in the concern until now 
he is secretary and treasurer of the company, and holds an 
influential position in the steel industry. This great con- 
cern is one of the most important in Berks County, and 
the group of men at the head are gifted with large talent 
and inspired by the loftiest ideals. The development and 
progress of the concern has been coincidental with the 
growth and advance of this city and county, and the 
business has meant much to the economic prosperity of this 
general section. Mr. Pendleton is interested further in 
organized advance of a business or economic nature, as 
president of the Reading Industrial Loan and Thrift Com- 
pany, director of the Second National Bank, and president 
of the Reading Savings and Loan Association, all of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania. He is a Republican in his political 
convictions, but has never accepted public office, although 
endorsing and aiding forward-looking effort in any field 
of advance. His social affiliations include membership 
in the Wyomissing Club, the University Club, both of 
Reading; the University Club, of Philadelphia; the Berk- 
shire Country Club, also of Reading; and the Military 
Order of the Loyal Legion, Philadelphia Commandry. 
During the World War, Mr. Pendleton served as a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Public Safety, of Pennsylvania, 
being appointed by Governor Brumbaugh. 

Joseph Saxton Pendleton married, at the Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, in Reading, Pennsylvania, May 16, 1911, 
Mary Yocum, daughter of William H. and Emma K. 
(Bright) Yocum. Joseph Saxton and Mary (Yocum) 
Pendleton are the parents of two sons: Edwin Conway 
(2), born May 27, 1912; and Joseph Saxton, Jr., born 
September 11, 1917. Mr. Pendleton’s residence is at Pen- 
mary Farm, Calcium Post Office (Maiden Creek Town- 
ship), Berks County, Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES A. FOCHT—In a commercial branch, 
widely and indeed vitally prominent, Charles A. Focht 
holds a noteworthy position with the Reading Sign 
Service. He is the eldest son of George Focht, of whom 
further mention. 

The Focht family was originally seated in Germany, and 
Mr. Focht is a grandson of Charles Focht, who was born 
in that country and came to America in 1848. Charles 
Focht was a cabinetmaker by trade and was active in this 
line of endeavor in Reading until his death at the age ot 
sixty-four years. He married Christiana Elsich, and they 
were the parents of six children: Charles, who died at the 
age of nineteen years; August, who died at the age of 
sixty-two years; Benjamin, who died at the age of fifty- 
eight years; Alien, twin of Benjamin, and wife of Mack 
McNamee, of Philadelphia; and Henry and George, twins. 

George Focht, the youngest child of this family, was 
born in Reading, August 6, 1863, and learned the stove 
plating polishing trade in the employ of the Reading Stove 
Works, but later spent eighteen years with the Reading 
Hardware Company. He is still living in this city and, 
although now practically retired from business activity, 
devotes his attention to his personal investments and to 
his public services. He is a leading Democrat of Reading, 
and for a number of years, from 1916 to 1921, served as 


director of the poor of Berks County. George Focht mar- 
ried Elizabeth Igle, daughter of Philip Igle, a sketch of 
whom follows, and they are the parents of eight children: 
Charles A., of whom further; Philip; Howard G.; G. Ed- 
ward; Paul P., a sketch of whom follows; Carrie E., wife 
of John Esterly; Marie, wife of Paul Wagner; and Anna, 
at home. 

Charles A. Focht was born in Reading, July 15, 1883. 
Receiving a practical education in the public schools, he 
learned fresco painting and decorating in the employ of 
his grandfather, Philip Igle. Continuing in that connection 
until nineteen years of age, Mr. Focht then enlisted in the 
United States Navy (1901) and served for four years, 
sailing to all parts of the world, gaining breadth of ex- 
perience and viewpoint and finding a liberal education in 
travel. Returning to Reading, Mr. Focht entered the em- 
ploy of C. Day Rudy & Company, of Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania. He was then for about two years active in 
fresco painting and decorating, after which for a num- 
ber of years he was employed in different branches of 
painting activity. In 1921 Mr. Focht became identified 
with his brother, Paul P. Focht, in the enterprise known 
now as the Reading Sign Service. He has been of great 
assistance in helping to lead this interest forward to large 
importance, and with his artistic ability, excellent training. 
and wide experience, he has won noteworthy rank in his 
field. Mr. Focht is now considered one of the foremost 
business man of Reading, and is active in fraternal affairs 
as a member of the Knights of Columbus; the Loyal Or- 
der of Moose; and the Knights of Saint George. He is 
also affiliated with the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
Naval Association. 

Charles A. Focht married (first), in 1907, Bertha C. 
Huck, who died in 1915, leaving one son, Joseph G. He 
married (second), in 1921, Sadie McDevitt, daughter of 
John McDevitt, and they reside at No. 1523 Fairview 
Street, Reading. 


PAUL P. FOCHT, who stands among the leaders of 
present day advance in Reading, as the executive head of 
the Reading Sign Service, was born in this city, October 
19, 1896, and is a son of George and Elizabeth (Igle) 
Focht, whose biographical records may be seen in the 
biography of Charles A. Focht. 

Attending the public schools of Reading, Mr. Fecht 
gained a practical foundation for his career, and when still 
a young lad only ten years of age began to learn the trade 
of sign painting. He took up this work with “Penny, the 
Sign Man.” The headquarters of this well remembered 
sign painter were at the corner of Fifth and Washington 
streets, in the old jail building, and Mr. Focht remained 
in that connection for about three years. He then followed 
his trade in different cities, and returning to Reading in 
1916 was active at his trade here. In 1920 Mr. Focht 
entered his own business with plant at No. 716% Penn 
Street. Remaining at that location until April 1, 1923, he 
then established himself at his present address at No. 762 
Penn Street. Meanwhile, since 1921, Mr. Focht’s older 
brother, Charles A. Focht, has been identified with him in 
the same interest. They make a specialty of pictorial 
signs and special designs of all kinds, both being highly 


‘trained in their work and possessing artistic ability as well 





i 
! 




















BIOGRAPHICAL 


as the skill of hand so vital in work of this nature. They 
hold a leading position in their field in Reading, doing 
principally commercial work. The Reading Sign Service 
is one of the oldest established sign companies in this part 
of the State, the business having been founded by the 
grandfather of Paul P. and Charles A. Focht. Not only the 
experience of years, but superior workmanship, artistic 
ability, and business integrity have contributed to the 
steady climb of the concern, until today its assured status 
ranks second to none. This success, development, and 
progress is due to Paul P. Focht’s indefatigable eiioris, to 
his courtesy, fair and honorable dealing, probity, ability, 
and efficiency. Mr. Focht is identified with the Kiwanis 
Club of Reading, Order of Owls, Improved Order of Red 
Men, and is very active in civic affairs. 

Paul P. Focht married, in August, 1916, Louise Spangler, 
daughter of John and Anna Spangler, this family a very 
ancient one of Swiss origin. Mr. and Mrs. Focht have two 
children: Mildred Anna, born in 1917; and Betty Louise, 
born in 1919. They reside at No. 404 Chestnut Street, 
West Reading. 


PHILIP IGLE—An artist of merit throughout his 
long and honored lifetime, Philip Igle, early of Germany, 
but during the greater part of his career of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, has devoted his abilities to practical purposes 
and has thereby contributed in a marked degree to the 
advance of commercial interests and the ever higher 
standard of commercial art. 

Philip Igle was born in Germany, November 9, 1836. 
There he received, in addition to an excellent classical edy- 
cation, special training in art, and was considered a painter 
of great promise. Believing that wider opportunities 
awaited him in America, he crossed the Atlantic on a sail- 
ing vessel in 1852, landing at Old Castie Garden in New 
York City. Coming directly to Reading, Pennsylvania, he 
was for a number of years active in various lines of en- 
deavor, accepting any honest employment which offered 
the means of livelihood. In 1860 he entered the employ 
of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad in their machine 
shops. Thus he was early obliged to forego the possibili- 
ties of a career in art, but nevertheless Mr. Igle’s artistic 
ability was sooner or later recognized, and although prac- 
tical reasons led him to devote his attention to industrial 
activities his work was thenceforward in a general way in 
the field he loved. For twelve years he did all the painting 
and scroll work on the engines manufactured by this com- 
pany, then later resigned from the concern to engage in 
sign painting and fresco work. Both on exteriors and in- 
teriors Mr. Igle’s painting became widely sought for such 
structures as churches, libraries, and other public buildings, 
and when he retired a few years ago he had decorated and 
finished more than one hundred churches. His work is 
seen also on many of the important residences in Berks 
County, and he further has been widely sought for his 
skill in painting and redecorating antique furniture. Mr. 
Igle retired definitely from his long and active career in 
the year 1920 and now, at the age of eighty-eight years, 
he is enjoying well-earned leisure. As a young man, Mr. 
Igle enlisted in Company H, known as Captain Obold’s 
company, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, for three 
months. In 1864 he re-enlisted in Company M, 198th 
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Regiment, Pennsylvania, Volunteer Infantry, and took part 
in various engagements, including the battle of Petersburg. 
For many years he has been a member of McLean Post, 
No. 16, Grand Army of the Republic. He has supported 
the Republican Party since attaining his majority, and is 
a member of St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church. 

Philip Igle married, in 1858, Elizabeth Keen, who was 
also a native of Germany, and who died in 1908 at the 
age of sixty-nine years, after fifty years of happy married 
life. They were the parents of thirteen children, of whom 
two are now living: Carrie, wife of George Heiser; and 
Annie, wife of Thomas P. Heiser. 


WILLIAM H. DECHANT—The world of construc- 
tion in Berks County has for many years felt the influence 
of William H. Dechant’s fine energies and large abilities, 
and as a civil engineer and surveyor he participates in ad- 
vance endeavors in this general field, holding the position 
of the pathfinder who marks the way for others to follow. 
With excellent training and wide experience, Mr. Dechant 
early reached an influential position in his chosen pro- 
fession, and his name in subsequent years has been linkea 
with many of the most important construction activities 
of his time in this and neighboring states. 

The Dechant family had its origin in Germany, where 
William Dechant, grandfather of William H. Dechant, was 
born. The family was one of distinction in the Father- 
land, and the pioneer in America was a clergyman of the 
Reformed Church. Crossing the Atlantic, about the be- 
ginning of the nineteenth century, he located in Pennsyl- 
vania and for many years presided over a charge in Oley 
Township. He became an influential figure in the civic 
and social life of the region as well as in religious ad- 
vance, and was buried in the churchyard of the parish he 
so long served. 

Rey. Frederick W. Dechant, son of the pioneer, and 
father of William H. Dechant, was born in Oley Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, December 25, 1812. 
Attending the public schools of the community, he later 
entered Mercersburg College, from which he was duly 
graduated. He then prepared for the ministry and was 
ordained in the Reformed Church. With marked ability 
as well as devoted Christian spirit he served parishes in 
Western Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio, and in secular 
circles as well as within the church of his choice his career 
was acknowledged a force for great good. A brilliant 
speaker and a highly accomplished German scholar, he de- 
voted his lifetime principally to religious work among 
German speaking people, appealing to them particularly 
by preaching in their native tongue. A man of the loftiest 
ideals, consistent in every phase of his devoted life, he 
exerted a wide influence for good in every community in 
which he was active, commanding the respect of the people 
generally as well as the affection and confidence of his 
own people. Rev. Frederick W. Dechant married Angeline 
Boyer, daughter of Henry Boyer, for whom the village of 
Boyerstown was named. The Boyer family is one of the 
most distinguished and highly honored ones in the State 
of Pennsylvania. Frederick W. and Angeline (Boyer) De- 
chant were the parents of four children: Sarah Rebecca; 
William H., of further mention; Calvin M., who was asso- 
ciated with his brother professionally for some years, but 
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is now located in St. Petersburg, Florida; and Adelaide, 
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wife of Edwin Chamberlain, of Fox Chase, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

William H. Dechant was born in Perry County, Ohio, 
but received his education in the public schools of Western 
Pennsylvania, attending different schools as his. father’s 
duties required changes of residence. He also attended 
school for a time in Philadelphia, and began life as an 
employee of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad. First 
serving as messenger boy, he learned telegraphy while thus 
employed, and was active as an operator for the same road 
from 1866 until 1871. His transfer to the engineering 
office of the canal department of the same road undoubt- 
edly was the influence which turned his attention to his 
later professional field. While his work gave him access 
to the records and activities of the company along en- 
gineering lines, he studied engineering and was eventually 
appointed assistant engineer; in 1875 he made a survey 
of the Susquehanna Canal from Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
to Havre De Grace, Maryland, continuing in the depart- 
ment of canals until 1884. Mr. Dechant was then given 
the responsibility of road master of the Tamaqua division 
of this road, and when the reorganization of the road fol- 
lowed some eighteen months later he was made division 
engineer and assigned to the Mahanoy division. This di- 
vision includes all the lines serving the Mahanoy coal 
fields, the division offices being located at Mahanoy Plane. 
During his work in these connections Mr. Dechant acquired 
valuable experience in the construction of locks, aqueducts, 
dams and the like, and gained wide familiarity with the 
principals governing water power control and distribution. 
A few of the specific contracts with which he was identified 
were the foundations for a railroad bridge across the Sus- 
quehanna River at Sunbury, and the rebuilding of trestles 
of great height on the Catawissa and Nesquehoning Valley 
lines. 

The outstanding quality and character of Mr. Dechant’s 
work very naturally came to the attention of important 
concerns, and his services were sought by Kendall 
Brothers, of Reading. For five years he served that con- 
cern as manager, taking up his duties with them in 1886. 
In 1891 he succeeded to the business, and from that time 
until the present, now a period of thirty-eight years, he 
has gone forward in the interest as the independent owner 
and the chief executive. The work accomplished by this 
concern is of great importance to the health and welfare 
of the various communities he has served, having had 
largely to do with hydraulic engineering. A few of the 
most important contracts executed by the interests under 
Mr. Dechant’s ownership may well form a part of this 
record. He has handled contracts for the Shamokin Wate: 
Company, the Bloomsburg, Birdsboro, Sunbury, Sinking 
Spring, and Gettysburg Water companies, and also for the 
Water Department of the city of Reading. In addition to 
his work in the field of reservoir construction and water 
conservation, he has built a considerable number of power 
dams, and his work in connection with electrical and other 
power production includes engineering for the Mount Penn 
Gravity Railroad and the Never Sink Mountain Railroad, 
also the Mohnsville & Adamstown Railroad and the Read- 
ing & Southwestern Railroad. Bridge work under the 


administration of the county commissioners engaged his 


doing work for such cities as Binghamton, N. Y., and 
other municipalities in that and other states adjoining 
Pennsylvania. In 1889 he built, under contract, a bridge 
across the Schuylkill River at Pencoyd, Philadelphia, and 
in 1902 a bridge across the same river at Norristown, Penn- 
sylvania, for the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Com- 
pany. Mr. Dechant has in his own immediate community 
had charge of making many suburban improvements and 
adjacent borough topographical plans as well as making 
two editions of a map of the city of Reading and its en- 
virons, and has given as much of his time as possible to 
those activities which share with other concerns and mu- 
nicipalities the benefit of his wide experience. Mr. De- 
chant’s rise to success has been wholly through his own 
efforts and by the strength of his own energy. He endorses 
most highly every effort for the community good, is a 
member of the board of managers of the Reading Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and for many years has been 
an elder in St. Paul’s Memorial Church of Reading, also 
a member of the executive committee of the Berks County 
Sabbath School Association. 

William H. Dechant married, December 15, 1885, Rebecca 
Catherine Hagman, daughter of Frederick Hagman, of 
Philadelphia, and they have four children: 1. Frederick 
Hagman, born August 31, 1887; in 1910 he graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania as a civil engineer and 
joined his father in carrying-on the engineering profession, 
at the time of the World War he enlisted in the Navy, 
and immediately after the close of the war he returned to 
his work, combining engineering, architecture and survey- 
ing, in the business now being conducted in their own 
building, No. 632 Washington Street, Reading; he acts as 
chief engineer of the American Chain Corporation which 
is furnishing the wire and taking part in the erection of the 
cables for the great suspension bridge across the Delaware 
River between Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Camden, 
New Jersey; he is a member of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers; a member of St. Paul’s Reformed Church, 
Reading; married Elizabeth Hartman, and they have two 
children, Dorothy and Julia. 2. Miles Boyer, born Janu- 
ary 10, 1889; in 1915 he graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania as an architect, and was about to start an 
architectural department in the work and office of his 
father, when the World War called America to arms, and 
he enlisted in the Army; since his return from the war, 
he has been actively and very successfully engaged in his 
profession of architecture in connection with the combined 
professional business, as related in his brother’s career, 
being a registered architect, and a member of the American 
Institute of Architects; he is also a member of St. Paul’s 
Reformed Church, Reading; he married Sarah Garvin, and 
they have two sons, William Garvin and Donald Hagman. 
3. Mary A., born March 31, 1893; became the wife of 
Arthur A. Schultz, and they have a son, William Dechant; 
Mr. Schultz is a graduate of Lafayette College, a chemist, 
engaged in business with his father and brothers in the 
extensive manufacture of fertilizers and poultry food. 4. 
Sarah Letitia, born July 27, 1899; resides at home; inter- 
ested in music, especially as a pianist and as an accom- 


‘.plished soprano; in a late contest held in the Academy of 
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Music in Philadelphia, under the auspices of the fourteenth 
annual Eisteddfod, she entered a soprano solo competition 
and won the prize. 


JAMES FRANKLIN MOHN—With the passing of 
. James Franklin Mohn, of Reading, in the spring of 1924, 
one of the most distinguished and noteworthy insurance 
men of his day was removed from a life of usefulness and 
worthy achievement. Mr. Mohn was a man universall 
admired and esteemed by all with whom he came in con- 
tact, and'in his loss not only his immediate circle of 
friends was bereaved but the entire community and in- 
surance advance felt heavily the withdrawal of his support 
from this region. In Mr. Mohn’s business activities he 
was recognized as a man of large and outstanding ability. 
His talents were bent, however, upon other endeavors a3 
well, and he was one of the foremost laymen of the 
United Evangelical Church in Pennsylvania. Possessing a 
genial spirit and always deeply interested in every one of 
his fellow-beings, Mr. Mohn had countless friends and his 
influence was always for good. 

(1) Mr. Mohn was a descendant of the original Mohn 
family of Berks County, Pennsylvania, of which the pioneer 
was Johannes Mohn, who was born in Hanover, Germany, 
in 1700. He came to America in 1733, bringing his wife, 
Margaret, and four children, and making the passage on 
the ship “Elizabeth” from Rotterdam. The children of 
these parents were: Marica, Matiles, Vernor, Conon Lud- 
wig. The names of the children as Anglicized were re- 
spectively: Maria, Magdalena, Warner, Ludwig. Johannes 
or John Mohn, whose name in early records was some- 
times spelled Moon, became a very large land owner and 
an infiuential man in pioneer progress. He died in Sep- 
tember, 1764, leaving four children. 

(II) Ludwig Mohn, the next in line, was a prosperous 
farmer, and remained in the same region along the Casoos- 
ing Creek near Fritztown until after the Revolution. He 
then became a resident of Brecknock Township, now 
known as Spring Township, and conducted important agri- 
cultural operations there until his death in January, 1796. 
He married Anna Odilia Bautz, and their five sons were: 
John, Ludwig, Henry, Daniel, Peter. Their three daugh- 
ters were: Susanna, Elizabeth, Margaret. 

(III) Daniel Mohn, the next in line, was born near 
Fritztown, and removed with the family to Brecknock 
Township. He, also, devoted his entire lifetime to farm- 
ing, and was a prominent and worthy citizen. His death 
occurred in 1846, after a long and useful life. He married 
Barbara Albright, and their twelve children were: Daniel, 
married Barbara Fisher; John, married Elizabeth Kageriez; 
William, of further mention; Benjamin, married (first) 
Harriet Deets, (second) Sarah Shultz; Henry, married 
Catharine Von Neida; Joseph, married Catharine Burk- 
hart; Elizabeth, died single at the age of eighty years; 
Catharine, wife of Adam Grill; Sarah, who became the 
wife (first) of Philip Grill, and (second) of Simpson Ruth; 
and three daughters who died early: Salina, Maria, Polly 

(IV) William Mohn, the next in line, was born at 
Mohn’s Hill, September 6, 1804, and also followed farm- 
ing. For a time he owned the homestead, then removed 


to Adamstown, and purchasing a grist mill, he manufac- | 


tured flour for ten years. He was a deeply religious man 
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and became a leading figure in the Evangelical Church. 
It was he who founded the church and school on Mohn’s 
Hill, and his son, Jeremiah G. Mohn (q.v.), purchased the 
church property in 1895 and presented it to the congrega-~ 
tion. This church is now known as Mohn’s Memorial 
Church. The death of William Mohn occurred January 
23, 188°, and his third wife survived him. He married 
(first) Polly Gerner, who died May 16, 1851, leaving the 
following children: James G., of further mention; Sirus; 
Henry G.; William G.; Jeremiah G.; Richard; John G.; 
Susanna, wife of Elias Redcay; and Catharine, wife of 
George Hendel. 

(V) James G. Mohn, son of William and Polly (Ger- 
ner) Mohn, was born on Mohn’s Hill, in 1830. He was 
active in farming for many years in the locality now known 
as West Reading. He was a man of large natural ability 
and fine spirit. His early death, however, cut short in its 
greatest promise the career of this estimable citizen. He 
died one month before his son was born, leaving his widow 
to face the world alone. He married Lovina Nye, who 
survived him for many years, passing away about 1914. 

(VI) James Franklin Mohn, son of James G. and 
Lovina (Nye) Mohn, was born June 9, 1868, fatherless, 
and the early years of his life were filled with responsibil- 
ity. As a child he was very active, always eager to par- 
ticipate in anything that might be going on, and he found 
the routine of the school room very irksome. Accordingly, 
his mother, whose efforts to maintain the family were 
those of the courageous and independent woman, allowed 
him to help her. He delivered pretzels and lemons at the 
hat factories of Reading, where the employees depended 
upon this means of securing light lunches. When only 
twelve years of age Mr. Mohn entered the employ of his 
uncle, Cyrus Mohn, of Adamstown, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, and in that connection worked in a cigar 
factory. His next employment was in the shoe store of 
D. H. Wheatley, of Reading, and also in his early boy- 
hood he sold newspapers on the passenger trains of the 
Reading Railway. A very narrow escape from death in 
a wreck at Shoemakersville led him to abandon this work, 
and he opened a cigar store in Reading at the age of 
nineteen. It is said that this venture was Mr. Mohn’s only 
failure, for it did not prosper. 
a Philadelphia newspaper as their business representative 
in Reading, then at the age of twenty years he entered 
the life insurance field in which he continued until his 
death. Of commanding presence and exceedingly fastidious 
about his dress, Mr. Mohn’s appearance was always in his 
favor, and it was frequently mentioned that he resembled 
a clergyman. During a period of twenty years, in which 
he was active in the life insurance field, he also conducted 
several cafes, including the Plaza, Raleigh, and Ocean View 
at Asbury Park. The last named restaurant seated five 
hundred people. 

It was not only in the business world, however, that 
Mr. Mohn made his influence felt for the general progress. 
From his long line of devout ancestors, who had carried 
the inspiration and co-operation of religion into the wilder- 
ness of Pennsylvania as pioneers, he inherited an abiding 
faith in God and a deep sense of his responsibility to the 
spiritual welfare of his fellowmen. Had Mr. Mohn been 
“more fortunately situated in early life, with the means at 
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his command of securing a comprehensive education, it is noon with a business cotemporary, who has long ago been 
not at all impossible that the clergy would have been en- a close friend, Mr. William H. Hendel, of Wyomissing. 
riched by his professional Participation in religious progress Mr. Hendel took the opportunity to remonstrate with Mr. 
in America. It is certain, however, that in his religious Mohn upon his ceaseless attention to his business and other 
work as a successful business man, devoting his leisure activities, urging him earnestly to take time for at least a 
time to the advance of the church from a non-professional short period of rest and relaxation. In the evening Mr. 
standpoint, his influence was very strong. He gave liberally Mohn attended the usual church service and none dreamed 
of his means to the advancement of religious work, besides as he moved about the church, shaking hands With his 
devoting much tirne and tireless energy to the work of the fellow-parishioners, that this was his farewell. When he 
church. Of this phase of Mr. Mohn’s career “The Reading retired at ten o’clock he did not complain of -any feeling 


Eagle” under date of April 14, 1924, said: - of illness, but during the night his spirit fled. The physi- 
Mr. Mohn had two great hobbies, if they can be calted clans found death due to cerebral hemorrhage, undoubtedly 
such, in view of the fact that they were of & religious brought on by high blood pressure. The entire community 
mecure. One was the Bible class of the First United and the countless friends and acquaintances who had held 
Evangelical Church, of which he was the head and leading : ‘ eee ‘ : 
spirit, and the other was his role at the Ocean Grove Mr. Mohn in the highest esteem and affection were plunged 
Cone deat, eee the eae at which re- into deep and sincere mourning for this worthy and dis 
sor € conducte & restaurant a number o years in con- : ° - . <3 : , 
nection with his insurance interests, and where he hed tinguished man. His associates in fraternal interests keenly 
& cottage, felt his loss, for he was a leading member of Reading 


Lodge, No. 549, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Chap- 
ter, No. 152, Royal Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, 
No. 42, Knights Templar; and Reading Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; also Rajah Temple. Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Mfr. Mohn was a 
leading Republican, and had Served on the old School 


A side interest in connection with the Bible class was 
occasional tours undertaken by the members in company. 
They visited points of interest or important cities, twice 
going to Washington, the National Capitol. During their 
last trip to that city many leading public men addressed 
them, while on both occasions the President of the United % 
States greeted them. The first trip was made in the admin. Board, also was a member of Phe Bear. Wt ‘Trade. 


, : cae “rankli marri Sept 24, 
istration of President Taft, and the last in the administra- Jaa Franklin aici vin eat eoaber i Abe, 
tion of the lamented President Harding. Mr. Mohn was Sarah Briner, of Reading, who survives her husband with 


anticipating with great pleasure the trip to Ocean Grove their young son, James Franklin, Jr. They reside at ate 


and Asbury Park, which had already been planned for 1012 Penn Street, Reading. 


June 28, 29 and 30 of the present year (1924), but which For thirty-six years Mr. Mohn was identified with the 
in chowdp ut chile memory was abandoned. Mr. Molin Baltimore Life Insurance Company, and upon his death 


ane 3 : ’ : the following resolutions were prepared in recognition of 
was a brilliant speaker, with a pleasing voice and persuasive 2 : é : eS 
See : ne : his services and his universally acknowledged worth asa 
manner, and his influence in any reilgious gathering was > 


. : iti nd business executive: 
profound. He was often associated with Dr. E. L. Hyde cinizen and business execu 


eran EE a 





at the meetings in the Tabernacle at Ocean Grove, and he 1a REAS, It has pleased God who is infinite a Eile 
. 5 . - Wisdom and unfailing in His goodness, to remove suddenly 
also was leader in charge of services at the Northend Pa- from our midst our highly esteemed friend and leader, 
Vilion. His religious work included constructive endeavor James F. Mohn, Superintendent of the Reading District 
« ” of the Baltimore Life Insurance Companr: therefore, we, 
of many kinds and the Eagle” on the above date men. as representatives of the entire staff of employees in the 
tioned the following: District of which he had charge, do hereby give expression 
to our appreciation of the sterling character of our asgo- 
Mr. Mohn's prominence at the Ocean Grove meetings ciate and friend. — : ‘ 
during the past 15 years brought him into touch with We have recognized in Mr. Mohn a business man of 
ministers and religious workers of national reputation, unquestioned integrity, of lofty ambitions, of ageressive | 
particularly those of the Methodist denomination, and he leadership, of boundless enthusiasm and energy. He was 
secured bishops and others of renown for addresses at untiring in his efforts to enlarge the Interests with which 
Public meetings of his Bible class of the First United he was connected and to which he gave himself unre- 
Evangelical Church. On one occasion he had United servedly, His fidelity to those in whose employ he was 
States Senator Spencer, of Missouri, here at a mass engaged and his warmheartedness toward those associated 
gathering in the Hippodrome Theatre. Last year he with him in the work of the Baltimore Life Insurance 
brought Mayor Moore, of Philadelphia, to the above Company are virtues we highly cherish and for which we 
church for an address, It was one of the most ardent hold him in grateful remembrance, The large measure 
the latter ever delivered and he made sensational charges of success he attained in his chosen calling came to him 
against his political enemies in the City of Brotherly by reason of his painstaking labor, his faithfulness to 
Love. Another speaker was former Governor Edward 8. those whose patronage he sought and Ais buoyant, opti- 
Stuart. Mistic Spirit. 
Through his arity have lost a capable manager and 
Bas ; fe & wise counsellor, is exemplary devotion to duty will, 
‘ The last day of Mr. Mohn's life was a fitting fs. however, be a constant Source of inspiration to all of us i 
terests, and his friends are well aware that it was such a and will stimulate our efforts to extend the business of 
day that he would have chosen for his last on earth. It the Company he so loyally served. We shall earnestly 
: ; 2 seek to emulate the fine qualities that formed the basis 
was 2 Sunday and at 9:45 in the morning he presided at of his successful career and give the same hearty support 
the Minister’s Men’s Bible class, which he himself organ- to fe gee ae say ontings Ss aerre. : 
" : : A othe family of the deceased we exten our sincere 
ized in 1903, and of which he has always been president. condolence and assure them of our deepest Sympathy and 
At the morning service at eleven o’clock, at which he and our pronase pe itade eae bars oe be divinely sus- 
. : me c c tained and strengthene in this hour o reat sorrow. ; 
his wife were present, together with their only child, James Harter a. Datelee: Charis Shhiroades Watearel 
Franklin, Jr., the young lad, only eleven years of age, was Brogan, Robert Q. Boldt, John K. Addams, A. D. Pot- ! 
received as a member of the church in a class of eighty-two jeiger, James C. West, William J. Levan, Joseph F. Wit- 


E é kos, Nathan H. Cohen, Calvin H. Roth, Jas. J, Mulroy 
new communicants. Mr. Mohn took a walk in the after- John S, McGee, Roy L’ Schroeder, Committee. ; 
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Resolutions adopted by the Board of Trustees of the 
First United Evangelical Church of Reading, Pennsylvania: 


Inasmuch as our Brother, JAMES F. MOHN, has been 
- ealled from labor to his eternal reward, We, the members 
of the Board of Trustees of the First United Evangelical 
Church of Reading, Pennsylvania, culled in special session 
this 15th day of April, 1924, hereby wish to express our 
deepest appreciation of the beautiful Christian life of our 
Brother, and of his unselfish devotion to all the interests 
of his Church, especially the Minister’s Men’s Bible Class 
as its President for 21 years and as a member of the 
Board of Trustees for 6 years, 

RESOLVED, that we hereby record our deep sense of 
personal loss in his-departure as a friend and associate 
for many years, and in the great loss to the First United 
Evangelical Church, as weil as to the Christian forces in 
other Denominations. 

RESOLVED, that we hereby extend to the Widow and 
Son of our departed Brother our deepest sympathy in 
their great sorrow, assuring them of our prayers for 

- God’s sustaining grace, and rejoicing with them in the 
blessed hope of Everlasting Life where all God’s children 
will meet again. 

RESOLVED, that these resolutions be spread upon the 
minutes of the Board of Trustees and a copy thereof be 
forwarded to the family of our departed Brother. 

William H. Hendel, William R. Mohn, Irvin E. Gibson, 
W. A. Gery, Robert W. Madeira, M. H. Frankhouser, H. 
E. Butterweck, H. V. Landis, Board of Trustees. 

WHEREAS, it has pleased Almighty God, in his infinite 
wisdom, to take from our midst, our beloved President, 
James F. Mohn, so be it 

RESOLVED, that the members of the Minister’s Men’s 
Bible Class of the First United Evangelical Church, here- 
by express their deep appreciation, for the twenty-one 
continuous years of hard work and untiring effort as 
President, and be it 

RESOLVED, that we truly mourn the loss of our 
brother, and hereby express our sorrow to his wife and 
son, and commend them to God, their only source of aid 
and comfort, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that a copy of these resolutions be ten- 
dered the family, and that same be made part of the 


records of our Class. 
A. G. DISSINGER, 
HARRY W. SPOHN, 
CHARLES R. BRIGHT, 
Committee. 
Reading, Penna., 
April 21, 1924, 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM A. SCHALL—Tracing an- 
cestry through four generations in America to an ancient 
and distinguished family line of Germany, Captain William 
A. Schall, in every act of his long and eventful life, hon- 
ored the name which he bore and the city of which he 
was for many years a resident. Exemplary, both as a 
man and a citizen, commanding the respect of every one 
with whom he came in contact, from the early days of 
his youth, he was broadly representative of all that is 
worthy and admirable in American citizenship. Loyal to 
| the highest principles, and always fearless in his denuncia- 

tion of wrong or injustice, Mr. Schall espoused the cause 
of union when Civil War threatened the disruption of the 
+ country and fought with honor and distinction in that his- 
| toric struggle. The years of his lifetime became fruitful 
: 
| 








and in many ways noteworthy, his usefulness extending 
throughout this general region and carrying his name to 
an eminent position in Berks County. His death, which 
occurred May 30, 1920, was a loss to the community, and 
to his countless friends it was a deep bereavement. 

The pioneer of the Schall family in America was Tobias 
Schall, who came from Germany in 1748. Others of the 
same name followed him, but it is from Tobias Schall that 
the present line traces descent. The Schall name is one 
of the most important in the Rhine country, the family 


BIOGRAPHICAL 201 


seat having been originally in Cologne. The name in early 
generations was von Schall, and in the fourteenth century 
the word Bell was added, in consideration of the fact that 
the great manor house of the family in Gladbach bore that 
name. The name is mentioned by Vetter and Tahne, who 
were among the historians of Germany that reached the 
remotest generations in their research. The family settled 
in Livonia in the sixteenth century, and at that time the 
office of hereditary marshal was conferred upon the head 
of the family. The name was also known in Bavaria, but 
the most ancient mentioned is Robert Schall, in 1150. At 
about the same time Johann Schall von Bell was awarded 
a manor at Friesdorf, known as “Thurnhof,” the title of 
baron was given to the family, before the middle of the 
eighteenth century, Ferdinand Baron Schall von Bell hav- 
ing been the first to bear this title. He was admitted to 
the Knighthood of Bergen in 1747. The line under present 
consideration traces from the Bavarian branch of the fam- 
ily, in which Count Carl Theodor, son of Count Ferdi- 
nand, became privy councilor of the Electoral Palatinate, 
also Ambassador of the Court of Saxony. He married, in 
1777, Henriette, Countess von Riaucour, who inherited the 
estates of Andreas, Count von Riaucour, who served as 
minister of Saxony and in many other high offices. His 
death, without male issue in 1794, left the Riaucour line 
extinct, but his will provided for the accession by Count 
Carl Theodor von Schall to his arms and estate, upon 
linking the name with his own. Thus Carl Theodor, Count 
von Schall Riaucour, became the possessor of Putzkau. 
Gansig, Crosteau and other seats of the Riaucour line, as 
well as the right to use their arms. Within recent years 
two fine Rembrandt canvasses have been found of which 
the one of Count Schall-Riaucour is believed to be an 
unusually fine specimen of the celebrated artist’s early en- 
deavors. The canvas is a likeness of Rembrandt's mother, 
with a book. 

Tobias Schall, with his wife, Magdaline, left a beautiful 
estate on the French border of Germany in 1748 to seek 
political and religious freedom in America, and Janded in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

Their son, George Schall, was born (1735) in the Pfalz, 
Middle Shefilentz, Moshbower Ampt, Germany, and was 
confirmed in the Reformed Church. He served with the 
rank of lieutenant in Colonel Daniel Hunter’s regiment in 
the Revolutionary War, under General Washington, then 
spent the remaining years of his life in farming, his death 
occurring December 5, 1802. In 1757 George Schall mar- 
ried Catharine Newhard, born in Whitehall, in what is now 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, and following his marriage 
removed to Pike Township, in Berks County, where his 
remaining years were largely spent. His wife survived 
him for only a short period, passing away May 5, 1803, 
and both are buried in the Hill Churchyard. 

The Hon. George Schall, the next in line, was born in 
Pikes Township, December 26, 1768, and became a suc- 
cessful farmer and blacksmith, also built, in 1796, on the 
Schall homestead, a grist and saw mill, which he conducted 
for many years. He became a distinguished figure in the 
community, and was elected and twice reelected to the 
State Senate, his entire term of service covering the years 
1825 to 1828, inclusive. It is on record that he made the 
trip to the State House on horseback, taking two days for 
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the trip, and carrying his food with him and spending the 
night at Lebanon. He was a man of great piety, and a 
member of the Reformed Church. The Hon. George Schall 
married, on November 10, 1789, Catharine Oyster, born 
August 7, 1768, died July 10, 1846, - Their children num- 
bered nine: 1. David, who was born June 23, 1790, and 
died August 5, 1792. 2. George, born July 2, 1792, and 
died September 11, 1820. 3, John, who was born July 24, 
1794, and died August 7, 1860. 4. Hannah, who was born 
March 23, 1797, and became the wife of Daniel Jacoby, 
May 11, 1817. 5. Catharine, who was born May 16, 1799, 
and died February 26, 1875, and was the wife of Dr. Wil- 
liam Herbst. 6. David, of whom further. 7. Mary, who 
was born April 4, 1803, and died September 3, 1815. &. 
William, who was born May 22, 1805, and died September 
5, 1805. 9. William, who was born August 7, 1810, married 
Caroline Trexler, and died at the age of seventy-five years, 

David Schall, sixth child and fourth son of the above 
parents, was born May 25, 1801, and died January 22, 
1877. When still a very young man he became active in 
the iron business. In 1825 he took over the Dale Forge in 
Washington Township and began its operation as an inde- 
pendent executive. He specialized in the manufacture of 
bar iron and blooms, continuing along this line for more 
than half a century, Owning a handsome farm in the 
same neighborhood, he conducted extensive agricultural 
operations there, and possessing judgment and keen vision, 
together with a deep interest in both lines of activity, he 
became one of the wealthy men of his day, and retired in 
1870. He followed in his father’s footsteps as a leading 
Democrat of this section, and served as Associate Judge of 
Berks County for ten years (1856-1866). He was also 
active as county auditor (1842-1845), and in the old State 
militia he held the rank of captain. David Schall married 
Catherine Endy, who was born May 9, 1805, and died 
August 24, 1873, and they were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: 1. George. 2. Amelia, wife of Colonel Wil- 
liam Trexler. 3. Emeline. 4. General John W., who served 
as colonel in the 87th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 
and won his rank in the National Guard. 5. Hannah. 6. 
Captain William A., of further mention. 7. D. Horace. 
8. Alfred. 9. Mary L. 

Captain William A. Schall, who became one of the most 
honored figures of Berks County, was born June 23, 1840, 
and died May 30, 1920. He was educated in the Elmwood 
Institute of Norristown and Private schools of Reading, 
but Lincoln’s call for volunteers early in the Civil War 
closed his period of study. He organized and was com- 
missioned captain of Company G, 167th Regiment, Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer Infantry. This regiment was mustered 
in October 20, 1862, for nine months of service and was 
first a part of the Army of the Potomac, 8th Army Corps. 
The regiment was later transferred to the First Army 
Corps, and during Captain Schall’s experience he saw active 
service in the vicinity of Washington, participated in the 
Suffolk Siege, and at the battle of Black River, took part 
in the terrific fighting when Colonel Knoderer was killed. 
Following the siege of Norfolk, the unit was sent to York- 
town and ‘was successively active at Richmond, Williams- 
port, the Chickahominy River, Gettysburg and South 
Mountain. At the last point they remained in camp only 
one night, for the intelligence was received that General 
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Lee and his armies were in retreat. Again joining the Army 
of the Potomac, that time at Boonesboro, they crossed the 
Potomac River at Berlin and followed the gallant southern 
general to Rappahannock and there, in August, 1863, the 
service of the nine months’ men expired and they were 
honorably discharged. As a soldier, Captain Schall was an 
inspiring leader, at the same time deeply loyal to the spirit 
of the cause which he served. His first business experience 
after his return to civilian life was in the capacity of clerk 
in a mercantile establishment, later, however, about 1872, 
he began farming activities at the Dale Forge Farm, also 
dealing in lime for about two years. Thereaiter, upon his 
removal to Pennsburg, he established a coal and lumber 
business, later following the same line of commercial activity 
in Barto, where he also dealt in grain. Continuing his 
residence in Barto until 1900, he then retired to the beauti- 
ful home in Brookside, where the sunset years of his life 
Were spent. Captain Schall was for many years a leading 
member of General William H. Keim Post, No. 76, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Reading, and devoted his later 
years to benevolent and social activities, for which the 
busy period of his career left no time nor opportunity. 
Politically Captain Schall was a prominent Democrat, and 
at various times held and ornamented responsible offices 
in the local civic administration, giving to the people the 
benefit of his broadly rich nature and brilliant mentality. 

Captain William A. Schall married, in 1881, Mary B. 
High, daughter of Ezra and Hannah (Gernand) High (see 
a following biography), who still survives him. He also 
left one daughter, Emily May. Mrs. Schall is well known 
for her unselfish activities in charitable and benevolent 
lines of endeavor. 

ak ee Ss. BRE 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL WILLIAM HIGH 
No loftier source of inspiration toward worthy endeavor 
can be found than the records of great achievements in the 
past. The history of American advance is rich in such 
records, heroic self-sacrifice and noble attainment marking 
its every page from pioneer days down to the present. 
During a time of constructive Progress, when many be- 
ginnings were inaugurated, and Berks County had great 
need of leaders in every field of human effort, Brigadier- 
General William High placed the impress of a great and 
noble nature upon that early period in the history of 
Reading. Brigadier-General High was a descendant of 4 
Jong line of celebrated ancestry from whom he inherited 
traits of character which commanded the admiration and 
even the veneration of the people generally and bound his 
career in ties of closest comradeship with many of the 
prominent men of his time. Honored by his cotemporaries 
in his election to important public activities and in his 
individual career above criticism, he was a man of out- 
standing usefulness in his time. 

The High family is one of large importance in Pennsy]- 
vania and particularly in Berks County. The brothers, 
Rudolph and Melchior (Hoch) or High, were devout 
Moravians, of Switzerland. There they were the object of 
bitter religious persecution, and in 1717 they came to Amer- 
ica. Rudolph was the ancestor of the line of present in- 
terest, and while in the early generations the name was 
spelled variously, Hoch and Hoy, the third generation 
adopted the present spelling of High. Rudolph Hoch 
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settled in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, near Potts- 
grove, but in 1725 removed to Swedeland, now Oley, were 
he became possessed of a three-hundred acre farm, which 
is still in the possession of the family. The burial plot 
which he laid out in 1728 is now the last resting place of 
seven generations of his family. The great Bible, printed 
in German text, which was brought over by Rudolph Hoch 
and his brother, is still in the possession of the family, also 
other books which they brought from Germany, the early 
‘generations leaving them as legacies in their wills. Other 
interesting and valuable relics include an open-face watch 
of.small dimensions, known to be two hundred and sixty- 
six years old, but still keeping perfect time. Rudolph 
Hoch brought with him his wife and eldest son; his wife’s 
death occurred in 1728, and he died in 1748. 

John Hoch, one of the five sons of Rudolph Hoch, pur- 
chased property from William Ranberry, which became the 
High homestead. John Hoch (High) was the father of 
eleven children, of whom Samuel was the second child and 
eldest son. 

Samuel High, son of John Hoch (High), was born in 
1723, and in 1742 removed to Poplar Neck and purchased 
from the Penn interests a tract of about four hundred acres 
of land in Cumru Township. There he maintained his 
home and conducted extensive agricultural interests, doing 
much for the early development of the township. He built 
all of the comfortable residences which form the pleasant 
village about the Poplar Neck bridge, except the residence 
built and lately occupied by Ezra High. Samuel High 
also built various structures which house and shelter the 
community interests of this locality. Always active in the 
work of the Reformed Church, he died at his farm home 
and is buried in the Cumru Township Cemetery. Samuel 
High married a daughter of Jonathan Herbein, of Oley 
Township, and they were the parents of three sons and 
one daughter, of whom the only son to live to maturity 
was Isaac, of whom further. 

Isaac High, the next in line, was born at the homestead 
farm, July 3, 1753. He became a widely prominent 
farmer (and stock-raising also formed a considerable share 
of his interests), spending his entire lifetime on the home- 
stead farm, where he died, May 18, 1775, when still a com- 
paratively young man. He was a staunch Democrat and a 
member of the Reformed Church, well and favorably 
known in all the interests of the community. Isaac High 
married Sarah (Hottenstein) Nagle, widow of Peter Nagle, 
who also died on the homestead farm. Among their chil- 
dren was Brigadier-General William High, of whom fur- 
ther. 

Brigadier-General William High, son of Isaac and Sarah 
(Hottenstein-Nagle) High, was born January 14, 1786, 
and died March 29, 1851. Receiving an education which 
was excellent for his time, yet reaching out far more 
widely in the realm of learning through his brilliant and 
constructive mentality, he rose to’a position of far more 
than usual note in the community. Successful and emi- 





nently respected in his individual activities, it was in his 
military and public service that he won lasting renown, 
and it was in these realms also that his life bore such 
definite significance to the people of Berks County. Gen- 
eral High first became a member of the old Reading Caval- 
ry in 1809 and continued in the militia for many years. 





cemented that title for a period of fifteen years. 


Elected captain of the cavalry in 1816, he received further 
promotions from time to time and was eventually elevated 
to the office of Brigadicr-General of the Pennsylvania 
State Militia by election. This honor revealed, perhaps, 
more definitely than any other, how sincerely he was 
esteemed by his comrades in arms and he held and orna- 
An earlier 
history of Berks County refers to him as follows: “Gen- 
eral High was a man of sterling qualities of character. 
being able to draw the line between right and wrong, and 
never faltered in carrying his convictions into execution.” 
His dignified countenance and commanding presence made 
him a notable figure in any gathering, and when mounted 
and wearing the uniform of his State, he was indeed a 
distinguished example of a military officer. It was but 
natural that General High should have been called to 
noteworthy public service, and in 1816 he was made county 
commissioner, serving for a period of three years. He was 
also elected to the House of Assembly of the State of 
Pennsylvania, representing Reading in the State Legislature 
in 1832. Meanwhile, in 1828, he was one of five delegates 
from Berks County to the Constitutional Convention of 
that year. With advancing years and the dignity gained 
by his long service in eminent positions, General High was 


made associate judge of Berks County in 1846 and served 


for five years, or until his death, in that distinguished posi- 
tion. Seldom is it given to any city to look back upon 
so fine a character among its public men, but Reading has 
been fortunate in the quality of integrity, as well as faith 
and courage of her leaders, in every generation, and 
Brigadier-General William High may well be numbered 


among those great men who went forward in early days - 


as pace-makers for progress. 

Brigadier-General William High married (first) Cather- 
ine Van Reed, daughter of John Van Reed, and he married 
(second) the daughter of Jacob Van Reed, of Amity 
Township.  Brigadier-General William and Catherine 
(Van Reed) High were the parents of Ezra, a biography 
of whom follows. 


EZRA HIGH—The life of Ezra High, of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, was one of deep interest to every 
resident of this general section and one of broad usefulness 
to the agricultural progress of his time. Public-spirited 
and always alert to civic and general possibilities of ad- 
vance, Mr. High devoted his energies from time to time 
to various affairs which affected the general good, and few 
men did more for the village of Poplar Neck and that 
vicinity than did he. His wholesome outlook upon life, 
his lofty personal standards, his deep appreciation of all 
that was “worthy and of good report,’ made of him a 
man to be honored in memory and emulated for his good 
works. Unselfish to a marked degree and at all times 
carrying the interests of the people close to his heart, Mr. 
High left a name of great significance to the people of 
Cumru Township. Both in his individuai activities and 
in his public service as a servant of the people Mr High 
gave constant evidence of the wealth of spirit with which 
he was gifted. His breadth of mind was remarkable, for 
he was interested in the progress of all times and ages and 
was a noted antiquarian of this section. In his life he 
made himself eminently useful, and in his death he left a 
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void which is still felt among all who recall his venerable 
personality, although more than a quarter of a century 
has gone by since his passing. 

Ezra High, third child and third son of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral William and Catherine (Van Reed) High, was born 
in Poplar Neck, August 15, 1816, and his death occurred 
April 8, 1897. His education was received in the local 
public schools and even as a young man he was deeply 
interested in the farming and animal husbandry activities 
which engaged the attention of his father, so far as civilian 
interests were concerned. When he had gained some ex- 
perience, he took over the management of the homestead 
farm, upon which he built a fine and spacious residence in 
1866. He continued to conduct farming and stock-raising 
activities on this place throughout his lifetime, developing 
the interests of the farm very extensively and taking a 
leading place among agricultural circles in this part of the 
State. Indeed, he won his way to a very widely influential 
position and the community over an extensive district felt 
the strength and force of his constructive usefulness. One 
of the foremost Democrats in local affairs in his time, Mr. 
High cared little for the honors or emoluments of public 
office, but when public service was urged upon him as a 
duty, he gladly bore his part in the local advance. He 
served as school director in 1861, when the bounty tax 
was levied in this township, and on many occasions he 
gave freely of his time and energies to advance the public 
good. Few men of his generation recognized as did Mr. 
High the importance to posterity of its perishable relics 
of the past, which had been strewn so lavishly by the hand 
of the Red Man in this part of Pennsylvania, and it is 
greatly to his credit that he preserved a very fine collection 
of Indian relics and presented this collection to the Berks 
County Historical Society. For this act alone his name 
might well be honored in any history of this region, but 
every deed of his life, every phase of his rich and ad- 
mirable nature, directly or indirectly benefited the people 
and the time and it is indeed fitting that his name should 
be held in the loftiest esteem. 

Ezra High married, in 1841, Hannah Gernand, who 
was born in Cumru Township, and was a daughter of 
George and Barbara (Hain) Gernand. They were the 
parents of six children: 1. Catharine (Kate), who became 
the wife of Jonas DeTurk, and died February 10, 1909, at 
the age of sixty-six years. 2. William Penn, a biography 
of whom follows. 3. Mary B., who became the wile of the 
distinguished Captain William A. Schall, (see a preceding 
biography), and still resides in Reading. 4. Anna G., wife 
of Henry Lewis, both now deceased. 5. Sarah Gernand. 
6. Emma Gernand, who died in 1882, at the age of twenty- 
four years. The mother of these children died in 1905, 
after a devoted life of Christian character, at an advanced 
age. Following the death of the mother, Miss Sarah 
Gernand High left the homestead in Cumru Township and 
opened her present home on Windsor Street, in Reading. 
She is a well known worker in the Reformed Church and 
interested in many charities and benevolences. 


WILLIAM PENN HIGH, son of Ezra and Hannah 
(Gernand) High (see preceding biography), was born at 
the homestead, in the locality known as Poplar Neck, July 
28, 1844. He secured an excellent practical education in 
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the local schools and also attended school at the Trappe, 
in Montgomery County. Interested in the work of the 
homestead farm from his childhood, he began independent 
operations there in 1866 and continued thus active until 
1876. In the latter year he removed to the Beidler place, 
which was owned by his father-in-law, and continued 
there untii 1883, when he built a fine residence in Shilling- 
ton, and the following year retired from business affairs. 
He continued, however, to oversee several large farms, of 
which he was the owner until his death, and held a part 
interest in the homestead farm as well. Mr. High was a 
leading figure in the progress of his time and influential 
in the Democratic Party, which elected him to many posi- 
tions of large responsibility and signal honor. His work 
on the school board was of especial significance to the 
people and he attended many county conventions as a 
delegate. He was a member of the Emanuel ®*formed 
Church and for many years deacon of this church. 
Wiliam P. High married, on August 29, 1865, Sarah A. 
Beidler, daughter of Conrad Y. and Catherine (Spohn) 
Beidler. Mr. and Mrs. High became the parents of twelve 
children: 1. Katie, wife of W. A. Greisener. 2. Hannah, 
wife of Abraham Potteiger. 3. Erza, deceased. 4. Con- 
rad, who married Katie Shunk. 5. Mary, who died in 
infancy. 6. William, who married Olivia Morris. 7. Mag- 
dalena. 8. Sallie) who married William L. Bickle. 9. 
Charles, who married Goldie Griffith. 10. Mabel, twin of 
Charles, at home. 11. Isaac, a prominent physician of 
Berks County. 12. Paul, deceased. Mrs. High was the 
great-granddaughter of Conrad Beidler, the pioneer of this 
family in America, the family originating in Germany. 
The line descends through Peter, who married in the Hat- 
tenstein family; John, the third child and third son of 
their family of four, who married Magdalene Yost; Jere- 
miah; Conrad Y., who married Catherine Spohn, and, as 
above noted, their only child, Sarah A., became Mrs. 
High; Mary, wife of Samuel Brobst; Isaac; and Abraham. 


HENRY AUGUSTUS DE TURK DICK, son of 
Nicholas and Esther (De Tuck) Dick, was born at the 
Dick homestead, Ridgewood, Cumru Township, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 24, 1845. He received his education in the 
local schools and in Brunner’s Business College, after which 
he engaged in farming until 1874, when he acquired a half 
interest in the Farmers’ Market House Company, of Read- 
ing. He remained with this company as superintendent 
until his death, May 21, 1901. It was his constructive and 
continued efforts in the interests of the concern that count- 
ed largely and in a permanent way for its progress and 
development. For two years (1888-1889) he was a mem- 
ber of the Common Council from the Third Ward. His 
constituency would have returned him to the duties of 
this office for a second term, but Mr. Dick declined re- 
nomination. He was a lifelong member and regular at- 
tendant of the First Reformed Church. 

Mr. Dick won and kept the esteem of those acquainted 
with him, for he was a man of unquestioned honor and 
unpretentious endeavor. Although he was among the 
worthiest business men of the county, it was only with 
business matters that he concerned himself. The range ot 
his interest in other affairs was wide. For a considerable 
period he sang in the choir of St. John’s Church, of 


Pee aR I I RO CT TIGER OS BEI 





prensa cronenecimt/\s Sinsesinsidnss beeiat euAtin inter nibciadiestibaips Mheinaieiaiiiatatanie nannies as 




















Pane a 0 RE ET RE EST RE TIE HR 


Fe tytn et 


_— 


PO i tee ttn arte tn nee Mn cae eg ey 


SES reise reereren onan cre tenner: 


ws 


aa eee eee 


| 
| 





a a nent a 














a ee a RR CE Ol 














ER re en rae ee mega 





ietiemnattenes nian tian Seemcaten salen temeeeaieetee ata ota eee 


Sager ar ner mes 


eam pt 


BIOGRAPHICAL 205 


Gibraltar, occasionally serving as organist, and retained 
through life an enthusiastic and constructive interest in 
music, both vocal and instrumental. The theatre, travel, 
science and invention in every field, Indian antiquities, 
astronomy, and natural history always found in him sym- 
pathetic attention. 

In 1873 Mr. Dick married Mary A. Kissinger, daughter 
of Washington S. and Elizabeth (Yost) Kissinger, who 
survives him, residing at No. 106 South Ninth Street. 
There are three sons: Charles K., and Frank K., living in 
Reading; and Henry K., of New York City. 





EDWARD BROOKE—What the industries of Penn- 
sylvania signify to the Nation, and indeed to the World, 
is due in great part to the pioneers of a generation ago. 
Their far vision foresaw the vital place now held in eco- 
nomic and industrial affairs by the natural wealth which 
they found in the rugged mountains of the State. Their 
ingenuity, energy and executive ability set in motion forces 
which now operate for universal good; forces which have 
revolutionized conditions and created a new order in the 
industrial world. Among this group of never-to-be-for- 
gotten pioneers the name of Edward Brooke, of Birdsboro, 
Pennsylvania, is one of permanent importance in the his- 
tory of steel, for under his leadership was achieved much 
that was noteworthy in the growth and development of 
the manufacture of steel. The organization of which he 
was founder and head holds an eminent position today in 
that industry. More than forty-five years have gone by 
since the passing of Edward Brooke, but his name still 
lives in the title of the great concern of which his son, 
Robert E. Brooke, is treasurer and in which other mem- 
bers of the Brooke family bear executive responsibility. 

The name of Brooke is of English origin, the founders 
of the family in America having come to this country 
from Yorkshire, England, in 1698. John Brooke, the im- 
migrant ancestor, brought his wife, Frances, and their two 
sons, James and Matthew, to the new world but they 
were greeted by misfortune ‘ere they set foot on its soil. 
A contagious disease on the vessel made it necessary for 
them to disembark on the west shore of New Jersey, the 
authorities of Philadelphia refusing to permit their land- 
ing at that city. Father and mother died of the disease 
and were buried in Haddonfield, New Jersey. Their sons, 
however, were provided for in the patent which John 
Brooke had purchased of William Penn, in England, en- 
titling him to 2,500 acres of land “to be taken up anywhere 
where vacant land might be found between the Delaware 
and Susquehanna rivers.” James and Matthew Brooke 
thus left alone in the world took up land in the section 
now known as Limerick Township, Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, and there on reaching manhood they as- 
sumed the responsibilities of citizenship. 

Matthew Brooke, the third generation from the immi- 
grant, grandson of Matthew Brooke, mentioned above, 
bore an important part in the development and growth of 
the State of Pennsylvania. Reared at the Brooke home- 
stead near Limerick, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
he bought a farm at Birdsboro, Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1796. Gaining some idea of the wealth of min- 
eral resources in this section and becoming interested in the 
smelting of iron ore, he formed a partnership in 1800 with 


his brother, Thomas Brooke. Their brother-in-law, Dan- 
iel Buckley, united with them and these three men pur- 
chased Hopewell Furnace. At Birdsboro, Matthew Brooke 
lived in the old Colonial house built in 1751 by William 
Bird, who was the original proprietor of extensive lands 
in this section. Great changes took place, however, during 
the lifetime of Matthew Brooke. The building of a canal 
in front of the house Ied him to remove his residence to 
another location near the lower forge, a structure eventu- 
ally torn down in 1879 to make way for further improve- 
ments. Matthew Brooke lived to an advanced age, and 
throughout his entire career was active in the production 
of iron. As one of the first stockholders of the Farmers’ 
National Bank of Reading, he bore a part in the early 
financial development in Berks County. During the Rev- 
olutionary War Matthew Brooke, still a youth, served 
under General Washington. He was captured and endured 
the privations of prison life of that day. Finally, by an 
exchange of prisoners, he was returned to General Wash- 
ington’s army, and shortly after honorably discharged from 
military service. In religious faith he was a member of 
the Episcopal Church. 

Matthew Brooke married Elizabeth Barde, daughter of 
Captain John Louis Barde, who had become a resident of 
Birdsboro in 1788. The Barde name was also one of im- 
portance to the iron industry, for Captain Barde operated 
the old Birdsboro forges under a lease in 1788, and in 1796 
purchased these forges together with 2,000 acres of land 
from James Wilson, who was one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence and was a son-in-law of Mark 
Bird. The property thus acquired by Captain Barde was 
a part of the original land holdings of the Bird family 
which first settled Birdsboro. Captain Barde was a native 
of Geneva, Switzerland. His education included a course 
at the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, England, 
after which he bore arms under the British flag in their 
expedition to America against the Spaniards at Pensacola, 
Florida, about 1779. He married, in America, the daughter 
of Major Robert Farmer, then English Governor of West 
Florida, and coming North in 1872, he became a citizen 
of the United States, selling his commission in the British 
army. Captain Barde’s property was united, by the mar- 
riage of his daughter, Elizabeth, and Matthew Brooke, 
with the wide acres of the Brooke family, and the in- 
dustrial interests of both properties were thereby merged. 
Matthew and Elizabeth (Barde) Brooke were the parents 
of five children, of whom two daughters died at a very 
early age: Elizabeth, became the wife of the Hon. Hiester 
Clymer, of Reading; Edward, the eldest son, whose name 
gives title to this review; and George, who was associated 
in business with his brother, Edward, for many years and 
succeeded him as the head of their many interests. 

Edward Brooke, elder son of Matthew and Elizabeth 
(Barde) Brooke, was born in Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, 
February 28, 1816. Brilliantly endowed mentally and 
gifted with a spirit alert to his responsibilities as a man 
and a citizen, Edward Brooke at an early age became a 
factor in the industrial affairs of which his father had been 
the head. He received a comprehensive education, which 
included the fine arts and the sciences. His tireless energy 
was directed by clear vision along practical lines. Those 
who were associated with him considered his judgment 
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sound and his management of affairs eminently prudent, 
while definitely courageous. As early as April 1, 1837, 
Edward Brooke, in partnership with his brother, George 
Brooke, succeeded to the interests of their father in the 
iron industry in Birdsboro. The works then comprised 
two forges, one refinery, and one chafery, the various op- 
erations from ore to bar-iron being accomplished through 
this group of buildings. At that time two hundred tons 
annually was the entire output of the Brooke plants. With 
characteristic energy Edward Brooke arranged for wider 
and ever more extensive activities and in 1844, as an affili- 
ated interest, a large flour mill was begun. It is interest- 
ing to note that in the fall of that year, there being no 
adequate hall at Birdsboro, a Henry Clay meeting was 
held in the half-finished mill. This building was com- 
pleted in 1845 and continued in use until the year 1879, 
when it was remodeled, modern machinery installed, and 
steam power first utilized. Meanwhile, in 1846, the 
brothers erected a charcoal furnace where the old Hampton 
forge had previously stood, thereby enabling them to make 
use of their extensive forest lands for fuel. The first 
rolling mill and mill factory were started in the year 1848 
and the completed structures were in use the following 
year. In 1852 they built No. 1 Anthracite Furnace, and 
in 1870-73 two additional furnaces were erected. Thus the 
capacity and scope of the plant was continually increased. 
From the beginning the broad vision and constructive 
attitude of Edward Brooke meant much to the organiza- 
tion, and these many additional activities were largely due 
to his constructive ability. It was through his leadership 
that the firm of E. & G. Brooke again extended their op- 
erations by the acquisition of a half interest in the French 
Creek, Warwick and Jones mines, properties lying ten to 
fifteen miles south of Birdsboro. From these mines is 
still procured a large proportion of the ore used by the 
E. & G. Brooke Iron Company, the Wilmington & North- 
ern Railroad connecting these properties with the home 
plant. In 1864 E. & G. Brooke became associated with the 
firm of Seyfert, McManus & Company, also with Samuel 
E. Griscom. This group opened the William Penn Colliery, 
near Shenandoah, in the Schuylkill County mountains. As 
first president of the Wilmington and Northern Railroad 
Edward Brooke was largely responsible for the early rail- 
way activities of this section. In their subsequent history 
the Birdsboro furnaces have kept pace with Pennsylvania’s 
great economic and industrial progress of the last half 
century, and the product of the E. & G. Brooke Company 
now reaches more than 100,000 tons of pig iron annually. 
The policies of the founder in the matter of management 
have been almost wholly preserved in present day practice, 
and the employees receive every consideration. The con- 
cern has built a great number of houses for the use of 
tenant operatives and have given their employees the op- 
portunity to own their homes in hundreds of cases. In 
every department of the business the most modern methods 
are in use, and the ideals, as well as the projects, of Ed- 
ward Brooke still maintain. 

The Edward Brooke residence built in 1844 is still one 
of the handsome houses of Birdsboro. It was the pleasure 
and delight of the owner to devote his leisure hours to the 
improvement and beautifying of this representative Penn- 
Among other business interests may 
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be mentioned the First National Bank of Reading, of which 
he was one of the leading spirits in the original project, 
and he served as a director of this institution until his 
death. Outside his home and his business Edward Brooke 
had few affiliations. His kindly spirit and generous nature 
made countless friends, and while never choosing or ac- 
cepting leadership in public affairs he gave to every worthy 
movement of his time the earnest consideration and cor- 
dial support of the broad-minded, high-spirited citizen. 
His life was an influence for permanent good, for the work 
he did still lives. He died December 25, 1878, at the age 
of nearly sixty-three years; a life worthily spent and in- 
spiring to recall in its every relation to the progress of his 
day. The people mourned universally when he passed on 
into the great unknown, and while many years have now 
elapsed since his face and form were familiar in Berks 
County, generations will yet pass before his name will be 
forgotten. 

' Edward Brooke married Anna Moore Clymer, a daugh- 
ter of Daniel R. Clymer, of Reading, and they were the 
parents of four children who grew to maturity: 1. Annie 
C., who died in 1903; she was the wife of Blair Lee, of 
Washington, District of Columbia. 2. Robert Edward, a 
sketch of whom follows. 3. George Clymer, who went into 
the banking business in Philadelphia, eventually becoming 
a partner in Drexel & Company; he died in May, 1915, at 
the age of forty. 4. Frederick Hiester, who is an architect 
of Washington, District of Columbia. 


ROBERT EDWARD BROOKE—tThe steel indus- 
try commands the constructive attention of some of the 
foremost business executives of the State of Pennsylvania, 
and in the County of Berks the name of Robert Edward 
Brooke holds a leading position. Large interests in this 
general field of advance came to his hands as a heritage 
from earlier generations, and he inherited alsc in generous 
measure the executive ability which organized, developed 
and matured many industrial enterprises of great signifi- 
cance to the State. Through his own energy, however, 
and his personal initiative, he has won universal recogni- 
tion in the field in which he has carried to high levels of 
importance the interests that he accepted in his youth as 
a trust. Mr. Brooke is a member of one of the most note- 
worthy families of Eastern Pennsylvania, and a son of 
Edward and Anna Moore (Clymer) Brooke; the father’s 
life is reviewed in the preceding sketch, the mother also 
was a member oi an old and honored family of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Robert Edward Brooke was born at Birdsboro. Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, July 7, 1872. His early education 
was received at the nation’s capitol, in private sch8ols, a 
preparatory course at St. Paul’s School, Concord, New 
Hampshire, and he then entered Sheffield Scientific School 
of Yale University, from which he was graduated in the 
class of 1894 with the degree of Bachelor of Science. Mr. 
Brooke’s educational training was thus mapped out with 
direct reference to his future as a member of the great 
organization, then a leader in its field, known as the E. & 
G. Brooke Company. Coming into the plant of this con- 
cern shortly after his graduation, Mr. Brooke familiarized 
himself with its many branches and departments, making 

‘a thorough study of steel and iron production, from the 
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ore beds to the finished product. The death of his hon- 
ored father baving occurred when Mr. Brooke was a lad 
of only six years, the young man early filled executive re- 
sponsibility in the organization of which his uncle, George 
Brooke, was then and for many years the head: Edward 
and George Brooke, the sons of George Brooke, have also 
been associated with him in the interests of the BE. & G. 
Brooke Company for many years. 

The early history of this concern dates back to the year 
1800, when Matthew Brooke, grandfather of Robert E. 
Brooke, in association with his brother, Thomas Brooke, 
purchased Hopewell Furnace, in Birdsboro. For nearly a 
century and a quarter the progress of the enterprises car- 
ried forward under the Brooke name has kept pace with 
the development and advance of the world, and has led 
the local activities. Within the period of thirty years 
during which Robert E. Brooke has been connected with 
the enterprises of this group in an active way great 
progress has been accomplished. Mr. Brooke is further 
affiliated with current advance as president of the Birds- 
boro Steel Foundry & Machine Company, also of Birds- 
boro. This concern is of equal importance to the E. & G. 
Brooke Company, was organized in 1894, and has had a 
continuous and satisfactory growth. The plant consists of 
a large steel foundry, iron foundry, roll foundry and ma- 
chine shop, and produces locomotive and other railroad 
and miscellaneous steel castings, iron castings up to a very 
large weight, hydraulic machinery, crushing and concen- 
trating machinery, a full line of rolls, Jackson Belt-lacing 
machines, and special machinery. 

Influential in local business circles, Mr. Brooke has long 
been identified with the Pennsylvania Trust Company, ot 
Reading, as 2 director, and has wide affiliations in that 
and other cities. He is a Republican by political faith, but 
except for his long service on the local School Board, has 
never accepted public responsibility. Mr. Brooke is a 
member of the Birdsboro Chamber of Commerce, 4 di- 
rector of the Young Men’s Christian Association, and his 
clubs are the Wyomissing, of Reading, the Berkshire Coun- 
try, and the Reading Country. He has for many years 
identified himself with religious progress, and holds mem- 
bership in the Episcopal Church. 

Robert E. Brooke married, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
in January, 1898, Cornelia L. Ewing, of that city, daugh- 
ter of Maskell and Alice (Buchanan) Ewing, both mem- 
bers of leading families of this State, the father born in 
Alexandria, Vircinia, and the mother in Oxford, Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr. and Mrs. Brooke are the parents of four chil- 
dren: Robert Clymer, born in Philadelphia, December 12, 
1898; Maskell Ewing, born in Philadelphia, February 19, 
1903; John L. B., born in Birdsboro, August 13, 1906; and 
Cornelia L., born at Bryn Mawr, September 18, 1912. 





HON. HOWARD WILLIAM BODY—The life- 
long prominence of Howard William Body has had to 
do not only with industrial affairs, but more extensively 
with the public service, and as one of the foremost cit- 
izens of his time he takes leading rank in present-day 
advance in Berks County. Mr. Body is a man of note- 
worthy talent and definite ability, and in the many years 
of his usefulness in local affairs, he has won the un- 
qualified esteem and confidence of the entire community. 
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The earliest ancestor of this family known in available 
records was John Peter Bode, who left Holland at the 
age of seven years, sailing from Rotterdam, and living 
in Portsmouth, England, for some years, where he became 
a qualified citizen of England. Crossing the Atlantic, he 
Janded in America, September 14, 1753, and became one 
of the early settlers of Alsace Township (now Muhlenberg 
Township). Born March 12, 1732, he died on December 
14, 1808, after an eventful and useful life. He was mar- 
ried three times, and the father of eight children: George; 
Peter, of whom further; Henry; John; Maria; Barbara; 
Elizabeth; and Catharine. 

Peter Bode, second son of the pioneer and the next in 
line, was also a worthy citizen of Berks County, but 
little is known of his activities or circumstances. He 
was the father of eleven children: Henry; John, of whom 
further; Peter; Daniel; Gabriel; George; Susan; Betsy} 
Hettie; Mary; and Hannah, 

John Bode, or Body, as he brought into common usage 
the form of the name, was born April 25, 1810, and 
became one of the foremost farmers of Cumru Town- 
ship. He owned the one hundred and forty-five acres 
of rich, fertile land now known as the Hendel farm, and 
conducted agricultural operations there until his death, 
which occurred July 21, 1877. He married Mary Gaul, 
daughter of Peter Gaul, and she was born March 29, 1813, 
and died March 18, 1889. They were the parents of five 
children: 1. Henry, who married Sarah Mengel. 2. 
Richard, who married Elnora Switzer. 3. John, who mar- 
ried (first) Sarah Smith, and (second) Emeline Matz. 
4, Augustus G., of further mention. 5. Kate, wife of 
Enoch Gaul. 

Augustus G. Body was born on the home farm, Jan- 
uary 13, 1847, and was reared in his native (Cumru) 
township. His education was begun in the local public 
schools, and he later attended Professor D. B. Brunner’s 
Business College, in Reading, also the Keystone State 
Normal School, at Kutztown, under Professor John S. 
Ermentrout. Although only seventeen years old, he re- 
ceived a license to teach from Judge James N. Ermen- 
trout, and was in charge of a school at White’s for one 
year, then taught a school at Five Mile House for three 
years. In 1873 he identified himself with the hotel busi- 
ness at Five Mile House, this being a locality in Cumru 
Township, and active there for two years, he was next 
engaged in farming for a similiar period. In 1877 Mr. 
Body removed to Amity Township and conducted the 
Yellow House, the leading hotel in the community, also 
known as Yellow House. He became one of the foremost 

figures in hotel circles in this section, and the hotel was 
widely popular, both among business travelers and in 
social circles of nearby or even more distant cities. The 
hotel became famous for its chicken and waffle suppers, 
and Mr. Body was one of the early hotel proprietors 
to furnish music during the dinner hour. In the spring 
of 1907 he sold the interest and returned to Shillington, 
where he built and thereafter occupied a fine brick resi- 
dence. There he died, October 28, 1911, after a lifetime 
devoted to the interests of others, mourned by countless 
friends. He was a noteworthy Democrat, and was long 
a member of St. John’s Church at Sinking Spring. Aug- 
ustus G. Body married Rebecca G. Lash, and they were 
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the parents of nine children: 1. Mary M., wife of Wil- 
liam D. Reeser, a merchant, and formerly county treasurer 
of Yellow House. 2. Howard William, of whom further. 
3. Alice M., wife of Isaac Yost, superintendent of the 
Schuylkill Clerk Company. 4. John W. H., who married 
Alberta Herbein, a farmer of Yellow House. 5. Dora R., 
wife of Chester R. Geiger, assistant clerk of the Orphans’ 
Court, of Reading, also a former teacher of Weavertown. 
6. Laura L., a music teacher in Reading. 7. George. 
8. Cleveland. 9. Daniel. The last three children died in 
infancy. 

The Lash family is also one of prominence in Berks 
County, and George Lash, Mr. Body’s great-grandfather, 
married Rosanna Haines, thus linking the name with 
another prominent family of this section. William Lash 
was born October 13, 1908, in Cumru Township, where 
he died, May 9, 1853. On November 7, 1831, he mar- 
ried Mary Good, daughter of Peter and Magdelena (Spohn) 
Good. Mary (Good) Lash was born in Bern Township, 
July 12, 1812, and died April 29, 1895. The children of 
William and Mary (Good) Lash were twelve in number, 
as follows: 1. Annie Rosa, wife of William Dundore. 
2. James, who married Jane Gaul. 3. Mary Amanda, 
wife of Henry Grill. 4. William, who married (first) 
Emma Beidler, and (second) Carrie Althouse. 5. Eliza- 
beth. 6. Lewis. 7. Amelia. 8. Isaac, died in infancy. 
9. George Henry, died in infancy. 10. Rebecca G., wife 
of Augustus G. Body, as above noted. 11. Rufus, who 
married (first) Annie Heckler, and (second) Amanda 
Seader. 12. Clara Susan, wife of John Peifer. William 
Lash was an industrious farmer 
included in the boundaries of Wyomissing, a loyal Dem- 
ocrat, and a worthy member of the Lutheran Church. 
His early death, at the age of forty-four years, left his 
wife with a large family, and her courageous mecting of 
her responsibilities is an honored tradition of the family. 

Howard William Body was born in Cumru Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 1, 1873, and is the 
second child and eldest son of Augustus G. and Rebecca 
G. (Lash) Body. Reared in the Yellow House Hotel, 
he received a practical education in Locust Dale School, 
in Amity Township, and when still a young lad assisted 
on the tobacco fields owned by his father and cultivated 
under his supervision. Later attending Keystone State 
Normal School, Mr. Body completed his education at 
Stoner’s Business College, then taught at Fairview School, 
in Exeter Township. He also taught for some time in 
Amity and Oley townships, his entire teaching experience 
covering a total of thirteen terms. In 1902 Mr. Body 
formed an affiliation with his brother, John W. H. Body, 
and took charge of the Yellow House and Monocacy 
Valley creameries, and these enterprises they conducted 
with large success for nearly thirteen years. In 1915 
Howard W. Body, in association with George H. Schearer, 
purchased the entire interest of the Amity Overall Manu- 
facturing Company, and Mr. Body became treasurer of 


‘ this concern, an office which he ably filled for six years. 


He also served as bookkeeper, and the large success and 
ever increasing prominence of this concern were in no 
slight measure due to his talent and ceaseless endeavor 
Since the dissolution of the partnership mentioned, Mr. 
Body’s time and energies have been engaged practically 


in that section now. 
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without distraction by his public services, which have 
carried his name to more than passing prominence in 
this section. He is, however, a director of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Oley, to which office he was elected in 
January, 1908, and since January, 1918, he has been a 
director of the Windsor Mutual Fire and Assistance In- 
surance Company, of Berks County. 

Always a loyal Democrat and an influential figure in 
patty progress, Mr. Body served as Democratic County 
Committeeman from Oley Township during the years 
1912 to 1918, and for three and a half years of that 
period, 1914 to 1918, he was chairman of this committee. 
Meanwhile, in November, 1912, Mr. Body was elected 
to the State House of Representatives from the Second 
Legislative District of Berks County. His excellent rec- 
ord in the Legislative Halls of the State during his first 
term of service led to his reélection on November 3, 1914, 
and Mr. Body felt deeply the compliment and honor of 
receiving the highest vote on the ticket. During his 
period of activity in the Legislature, he served on such 
important committees as Appropriations, Agriculture, For- 
estry, Public Buildings and Apportionment. From 1916 
to July, 1919, he was assistant clerk of the Orphans’ 
Court. On November 6, 1923, Mr. Body was elected 
to the office of register of wills and clerk of the Orphans’ 
Court. 

Fraternally Mr. Body is affiliated with Union Lodge, 
No. 479, Free and Accepted Masons, of Birdsboro; Read- 
ing Sovereign Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, 
of Reading, in which he holds the thirty-second degree; 
Castle No. 474, Knights of the Golden Eagle, of Athol, 
of which he is Past Chief; Boyertown Nest, No. 22, 
Fraternal Order of Orioles; Wohlink Tribe, No. 179, Im- 
proved Order of Red Men, of Yellow House, of which 
he is Past Sachem. He has been treasurer for fifteen 
years and is Past President of the Berks County Red 
Men’s Association. He is a member of the Agricultural 
and Horticultural Association, of Berks County; Reading 
Fair Boosters Association; the Reading Automobile Club; 
the Americus Club; the American Forestry Guides, and 
he was one of the organizers of the Berks County Farm 
Bureau. During the World War drives he was district 
chairman of the Red Cross and Armenian Relief drives, 
and also was active in the Liberty Loan drives, having 
charge of two school districts. He was confirmed by 
the Rev. John H. Leinbach, in St. Paul’s Reformed 
Church, in Amityville, and has always been an active 
member in the church. He served as deacon, aS super- 
intendent of the Sunday school, and as treasurer for a 
number of years. This church was destroyed by cyclone, 
June 11, 1922, and was rebuilt at a cost of $100,000, 
and Mr. Body served as treasurer of the building com- 
mittee. 

Hon. Howard W. Body married, November 25, 1897, 
Mary Alice Esterly, of Exeter Township, the ceremony 
being performed by the Rev. Benjamin D. Sweitzig, at 
the church parsonage. Mary Alice (Esterly) Body was 
born November 7, 1875, in Exeter Township, and is a 
daughter of Henry C, and Sarah H. (Snyder) Esterly. 
Henry C. Esterly was engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
owning a one hundred and ten acre farm, which he con- 
ducted until 1903, when he removed to Mt. Penn. He 
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was active in the affairs of the Democratic Party, held 
a number of town offices, and was a member of Swartz- 
wald Lutheran Church, of Exeter. Henry C. and Sarah 
H. (Snyder) Esterly were the parents’ of the following 
children: 1. John S., who married Sallie Esterly, he 
now being sheriff. 2. Harry S., who married Sallie Kant- 
ner, now deceased, 3. Romanus, who married Sallie 
Brown, who is proprietor of the Reading Biscuit Com- 
pany. 4. Mary Alice, wife of Howard W. Body, as above 
mentioned. 5. George, who married Catherine Keener, 
now deceased. 6. Sallie, who married Harvey Dunn, 
foreman of the Reading Biscuit Company, of Mt. Penn. 
Mr. and Mrs. Body are the parents of three children: 
1. Emily May, who was born May 26, 1899, at Yellow 
House, and is a graduate of Amity High School, the 
Keystone State Normal School, at Kutztown, and is a 
teacher in the St. Lawrence graded school. She has 
been organist of Bethany Church Stony Creek Mills, 
for several years. She married J. Stanley Hillson, of 
Harry Hill, Stony Creek Mills, who is claim agent for 
the Metropolitan Edison Company. 2. Henry Augustus, 
who was born February 8, 1901, at Yellow House, and 
is a graduate of Amity High and Reading high schools, 
also the Pennsylvania State College, class of 1923, in 
Poultry Husbandry, now engaged in conducting the 
Towanda Hatchery, at Towanda, Pennsylvania, and is 
assistant county agent of Bradford County. He is a 
member of the Omega Epsilon college fraternity. 3. Ralph 
Clyde, who was born February 18, 1903, at Yellow House, 
and is a graduate of Amity High and Reading high 
schools, and is now a senior at the Pennsylvania State 
College, working for the A. B. degree in History and 
Political Science. He is a member of the Omega Epsilon 
and Pi Delta Epsilon fraternities, also the Reserve Of- 
ficers’ Training Corps, and the Scabbard and Blade. 





JOEL RITTER—From the days of the pioneer 
to the present time the name of Ritter has been 
of the highest significance to the progress of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, men of this family in every 
generation having borne constructive part in civic, 
industrial and social advance to such a marked degree 
that the name has become a synonym for all that 
tends toward the general good. A marked character- 
istic of this family, particularly evident in recent gen- 
erations, is their intense loyalty to the name and 
traditions around it. Annual reunions have for a 
number of years been held by its various branches, 
and thereby many deeply interesting and definitely 
valuable traditions or records have been preserved to 
future generations and to the annals of city, common- 
wealth and nation. 

The origin of the family is very ancient and clearly 
traceable to the Crusades and the period before sur- 
names came into general use. The name signifies 
“Knight,” and when Central Europe experienced the 
awakening to the higher ethics of national existence, 
which included the care of the weak and the pro- 
tection of women, an organization was formed called 
die Ritterschaft, literally, “the Knighthood.” For sev- 
eral centuries this organization formed an influence 
for the shaping of the public thought, the establish- 
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ing of a higher order in civic and social affairs 
throughout the great centers of population in Germ- 
any. All classes of people became members, and 
when the Ritterschaft was eventually disbanded, many 
of the leaders, influential men of wealth and position, 
still clung to the ideals for which it stood, expressing 
their continued adherence to its principles in adopt- 
ing the surname Ritter. This was all co-incidental 
with the general movement toward the universal use 
of surnames, a custom until that period unknown. A 
former biographical work records that the strong- 
hold of the Ritterschaft and the families adopting the 
name “seems to have been in the Palatinate, as nearly 
all who came to America emigrated thence.” 

The first official record of the Ritter family in 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, is, according to approved 
authorities, in the year 1725, when George Ritter 
acquired three hundred acres of land in Oley Town- 
ship, in what was then known as Philadelphia County, 
in the Province of Pennsylvania. The deed of this 
property still remains on record in the archives of the 
Reading (Pennsylvania) Court House, but was record- 
ed a number of years after its execution. In this deed 
the name is spelled Rutter, as was very common in 
those early years. George Ritter seems to have been 
an‘unlettered man, his signature only initials, G. 
R. or G. Ri., with his mark appended. Yet he was a 
man of mental force and brilliance, as his many 
transactions in business and community affairs at- 
tested. He was a successful distiller and became one 
of the largest taxpayers in his part of the county, 
also conducting agricultural operations on much of 
his farm property. He bore a noble and self-forgetful 
part in the early progress of Exeter Township, and 
early records would indicate that his death occurred 
in the year 1761. George and Anna Mary Ritter 
were the parents of the following children: Frantz 
(or Francis), of whom further; Henry; Eva Rosina; 
Elizabeth; and Ferdinand, these being all so far as is 
now known. 

Francis Ritter was born in Exeter Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1741, and died, after a long 
and eminently useful life, in 1825, Receiving in his 
boyhood the best instruction afforded by the schools 
of the locality, his mental grasp reached ahead of the 
times, and realizing how vitally the art of printing 
would affect the progress of the Colonies, also how 
constructively, he participated in the building of the 
first and only printing press ever made in Berks 
County. In this work his associates were John and 
Jacob Snyder, members of another pioneer family 
of Oley Township, which intermarried with the Ritter 
family. The first edition of “Der Readinger Adler” 
was struck off this old hand-press November 25, 
1796, Jacob Snyder and George Gerrish publishing 
this paper. Francis Ritter purchased a half-interest 
the following year, but published only two issues be- 
fore placing his son, John Ritter, then a youth of 
eighteen years, in charge. Through changes of title 
and under the management of succeeding generations 
of the Ritter family, and other progressive men, the 
paper appeared continuously until it was purchased 
in 1908 by the Weiter Printing and Publishing Com- 
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pany, and published under the name of “The Reading 
Adler” until 1913, when it was discontinued. 

In addition to his interests as above outlined, 
Francis Ritter was. extensively active in farming, and, 
like his father, was one of the heaviest tax-payers in 
this section. A certain old record gives the name 
of Francis Ritter, Jr., as a farmer and ‘Inspector of 
the Berks County General Election,” the report being 
dated October 14, 1783. The name appears also in 
Class 5, on the class roll of the Seventh Company, 
under Captain John Schneider, Colonel George Ok 
commanding. In this connection the following record 
may be of interest: 


Fines (Pennsylvania Archives). 
State of accounts of Jacob Morgan, Sen., Esq., late 
Lieutenant, Berks County (1777-1780). 
No. 1. 
Fifth Battalion Militia 
Captain Growl’s Compan 
Francis Ritter £3 85 do. 
No. 2. 
Fifth Battalion Militia 
Captain Alstat’s Company 
Fifth Class 
Frantz Ritter £10 50 do. 
Comptroller General’s 


Office, June 12, 1783. 
John Nicholson. 


The Hon. John Ritter, son of Francis Ritter and 
grandson of the pioneer, was born on the homestead 
farm in Exeter Township, near Schwartzwald Church, 
February 6, 1779, and died November 24, 1851. Bear- 
ing a part in the activities of the farm as a young 
lad, he went into the printing office at the age of 
eighteen, and mastered the trade. His father then 
held a half-interest in the business, but in 1802 this 
share was made over to him. Continuing active in the 
newspaper office, and devoting his leisure to various 
branches of study, he became a highly educated man 
for his time, and his influence through the “Adler,” 
widely felt in this section of the State, was always 
constructive, always exerted in promotion of advance 
endeavors of his time. His endorsement of pro- 
gressive public activities did much for the upbuilding 
of the city of Reading, and his personal integrity 
gave force to his every public utterance or act. 
Charles Kessler, his brother-in-law, bought the bal- 
ance of the outstanding stock in the paper, thus, 
from 1804, the firm name was John Ritter & Com- 
pany. John Ritter, however, directed its policies and 
governed its progress, and such was his character 
and the reliability of the news published, that during 
his regimé the “Adler” was popularly known in this 
section as the “Berks County Bible.” A strong Dem- 
ocrat in his political affiliations, Mr. Ritter was hon- 
ored by the people by election to the United States 
House of Representatives to represent this district, 
his service (1843-48) covering two terms. The third 
term was tendered him but he declined. He was in 
Washington during President Polk’s administration. 
Previously, in 1837, he served as one of the five 
Berks County delegates to the Constitutional Con- 
vention. Mr. Ritter’s religious affiliation, while he 
was reared in the Reformed Church, was in later 


years with the Universalist Church, of which he was‘ .. 
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a liberal supporter. He died November 24, 1851, at 
the age of seventy-two years. 

The Hon. John Ritter married Catharine Frailey, 
who died in 1863, at the age of eighty years. She 
was a daughter of Peter Frailey, sheriff of Berks 
County in the latter years of the eighteenth century. 
Of the children of Hon. John and Catharine (Frailey) 
Ritter only three lived to maturity. These were: 1. 
Joel, of further mention. 2. Louis, who was born 
in Reading, April 3, 1813, and died in the house in 
which he was born, October 16, 1889; was his father’s 
successor as manager in the publication of “Der 
Readinger Adler,” became a distinguished man in this 
section, prominent in civic and fraternal affairs, and 
married (first) Maria B. Haas, (second) Mary E. 
Werner. 3. Aaron, who was born April 15, 1816, 
and also mastered the printer’s trade, spending the 
greater part of his career in the office of the “Adler,” 
his death occurring at his home, at No. 232. Penn 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, November 11, 1873. 

Joel Ritter, son of the Hon. John and Catharine 
(Frailey) Ritter, was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
December: 15, 1811. . Educated in the 
Academy, he also followed the trade of printing, which 
he learned in his father’s newspaper office, but strik- 
ing out for himself, he became editor of the “Jeffer- 
son Democrat.” Some years later he established a 
business interest in the distribution of lumber, locating 
in the lower section of the-city, where he was quite 
successful until a disastrous freshet in 1850 damaged 
his property very seriously. For many years he had 
been a leading figure in the ranks of the Demo- 
cratic Party in Reading, serving in some largely re- 
sponsible public positions, and he was persuaded to 
devote his attention more definitely to public en- 
deavors for a time. Ill health compelled his early 
retirement, and after a number of years of invalidism 
he died, July 18, 1868, when fifty-six years of age. 
From 1839 to 1842 he served as prothonotary of Berks 
County, and during the administration of President 
Buchanan he filled large responsibilities in the United 
States Customs Department in Philadelphia. 

Joel Ritter was a well known figure in fraternal 
advance in his day, serving for some years as Past 
Master of Lodge No. 62, Free and Accepted Masons, 
and was made a Royal Arch Mason in 1841, also 
becoming a member of St. John’s Commandery, 
Knights Templar, of Philadelphia, in 1848. He was 
such a man as is all too seldom vouchsafed to any 
community, and his constructive endeavors bore wide 
and beneficent fruit to the city and county of which 
he was a native. He reared his children in the loftiest 
ideals of citizenship, and in the fear of God, and 
their usefulness in subsequent years appraised the 
spirit of this ever progressive and high-minded family. 

Joel Ritter married (first) Angeline Bechtel, who 
died in 1840, at the age of twenty-six years, leaving 
two sons, John Francis, and Albert. He married 
(second) Barbara A. Roland, and their children were: 
Anna, who died in infancy; Francis, who also died 
at a very early age; Harry, who became prcminent in 
Reading in various capacities, including assistant city 
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treasurer, which office he filled until 1899; and Ida, 
a biography of whom follows. 


IDA RITTER—With the broadened usefulness and 
the multiplicity of opportunities in the path of woman- 
hood to-day, Miss Ida Ritter, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, has been called to leadership in various branch- 
es of civic and social endeavor,.and with the pioneer 
spirit inherited from a long line of distinguished and 
talented ancestors she has taken a constructive part 
in local affairs... Miss Ritter is an able executive, 
possessing the strength of purpose so vitally needed 
in every reform movement or public cause, still gifted 
with the minute perceptions which enable one to 
distinguish between that which is worthy and per- 
manently good as compared with the agitation which 
advocates only mere change. 

Ida Ritter was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, and 
is a daughter of Joel and Barbara A. (Roland) Ritter, 
(see preceding biography). Educated in local insti- 
tutions and from girlhood deeply interested in the 
movement of events, Miss Ritter has undoubtedly 
been more or less influenced in her attitude toward 
life by her interest in the newspapers of which her 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather were pub- 
lishers. With the history of her native city, county 
and State thus kept intimately in her mind, and her 
natural loyalty to the well-being of her native sec- 
tion, Miss Ritter has given much of her time and 
energies to all forward movements in which the 
women of the city have borne a part, and in the re- 
sponsibilities of a political nature which have been 
placed in her hands in recent years, meets every 
obligation with marked executive ability and is fearless 
in her leadership of women’s endeavor. Charitable, 
benevolent and religious advance all command a share 
of her attention, and she is considered one of the 
noteworthy and eminently estimable women of the 
present day in Reading. She resides at the family 
home at No. 325 Washington Street, Reading. 





JOHN D. MISHLER—In the city of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, the name of John D. Mishler is regarded as a 
synonym of progress, and throughout the State of Penn- 
sylvania his life-history is considered one of the most 
significant of those which merged the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries into a single era of advance. So 
many causes and enterprises have enlisted his sympathies 
and shared the impetus gained from his efforts, that it 
may truly be said that John D. Mishler is representative 
of the best in American citizenship in every phase of 
forward endeavor. In his retrospect over a life-span of 
seventy-seven years, Mr. Mishler can review not only a 
vital period of civic growth and development, but a 
period during which marvels theretofore undreamed of 
have been brought into existence and have come to form 
a customary part of the daily routine of life. It is not 
too much to say that the endorsement and encouragement 
of such men as Mr. Mishler have had much to do with 
the present high level of achievement in the realms of 


science and invention, as well as in those more definitely” 


localized activities which contribute to the immediate 
good of the people. 

John D. Mishler was born in Newmanstown, Lebanon 
County, Pennsylvania, April 28, 1847, and is a son of 
Joseph and Rebecca (Zimmerman) Mishler. The family 
coming to Reading in the year following his birth and 
being in prosperous circumstances, he attended the pay 
schools of this city until seventeen years of age. He 
then entered business affairs with the determination to 
make his way on the strength of his own ability and 
satisfactory service. His first position was in the employ 
of John S. Pearson & Company, and acting as delivery 
boy he served the company for one year for a salary of 
seventy-five dollars. In addition to delivering parcels 
about the city, he kept the store clean and did such 
errands and minor duties as are handed to the least im- 
portant of the workers. On his own initiative, however, 
he went far beyond the duties assigned to him and suc- 
ceeded in selling goods during that first year to the 
amount of $15,000. As an acknowledgement of his use- 
fulness, the firm presented him with a bonus of twenty- 
five dollars at the end of the year. From Mr. Mishler’s 
early activities, delivering dry goods in a wheelbarrow 
or basket to his later importance as a leading figure in 
his native State is a record which forms interesting read- 
ing. One of the early events in his career was a trip 
to Europe, covering a period of four months and includ- 
ing a Paris Exposition. Sailing on May 2, 1867, he 
gained breadth of experience and vision and had the 
interesting privilege of reading in the “Berks County 
Democrat” his own obituary. The report of his death 
was founded on the fact that the vessel, homeward bound, 
made an unfortunate voyage, and with fogs and numerous 
troubles in the way of breakdown, twenty-one days were 
required for the voyage. Mr. Mishler’s home-coming 
was in the nature of a triumphial entry, for a visit to 
Europe at that period was a very rare thing among the 
people of this section. Mr. Mishler was the fifth resident 
of Reading to make the voyage across the Atlantic and 
return, and hundreds of citizens, with a brass band, met 
him at the station. He was entertained by a banquet 
at the Keystone Hotel, now known as the Penn Hotel, 
and friends and relatives from this and surrounding 
counties visited him to hear his account of his extra- 
ordinary experience. During his absence Mr. Mishler had 
written letters to the “Berks and Schuylkill Journal” of 
his impressions regarding European scenes and affairs and 
these letters were extensively read and copied by news- 


_ papers throughout the State. Indeed, from boyhood Mr. 


Mishler had been a contributer to the local newspapers, 
“The Times” publishing a weekly column from his pen, 
entitled “The Man About Town.” Mr. Mishler’s Eu- 
ropean visit was in his twenty-first year, and thus, upon 
attaining his majority, he had gained a valuable fund 
of practical experience and had made a theoretical survey 
of business conditions, both at home and abroad. 

With this splendid, and at that time unusual, equip- 
ment, John D. Mishler established himself in an inde- 
pendent business at the age of twenty-one years. He 
founded a dry goods store at No. 533 Penn Street, which 
be called the Globe Store, and conducted, until 1874, 
the firm of Dives, Pomeroy & Stewart, later absorbing 
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the interest. He made excellent use of his experience in 
newspaper work, and with characteristic originality main- 
tained a column in the “Berks & Schuykill Journal,” 
entitled “The Globe Condenser.” This.column was a 
happy_ mixture of keen, pertinent comment and adver- 
tising for the Globe dry goods store. Mr. Mishler may 
well be called a pioneer advertiser of Reading, for he 
was the first to use an entire column in 1868, soon ex- 
panding his advertising space to four columns, and his 
early record of using a full page of the “Reading Times” 
aroused widespread comment in both business and news- 
paper circles. On that occasion he had an extra 2,000 
copies printed for distribution purposes. 

From his early years Mr. Mishler’s interest in affairs 
other than his own was one of the most clearly evident 
phases of his personality. “The Times” was the only 
morning paper in Reading, and it was their custom to 
publish news items regarding occurrences after nine in 
the evening on the morning of the second day, the paper 
going to press at that hour on the evening before its 
day of issue. In 1868 the Maennerchor Ball, a widely 
celebrated masquerade held annually, was given on the 
nights of December 3 and 4. Mr. Mishler, with the 
permission of the owners “The Times,” wrote an account 
of the ball, filling two columns, and by personally en- 
couraging the force of the composing and printing rooms 
by his own presence, “a sextel of beer, four dozen pretzels 
and some cigars” kept the organization at work all night 
and the account of the ball was given to the world at 
the usual hour of the paper appearing on the streets. 
This occasioned great astonishment among the people and 
formed a record of promptness in newspaper progress 
outside of dailies in the great cities. 

Transportation also engaged the attention of Mr. Mishler 
in his early life, and he did much for the encouragement 
of railway construction throughout Pennsylvania. He 
was one of the promoters of the first Penn Street Pas- 
senger Railway Company, which ran from the foot of 
Penn Street to Nineteenth Street and formed the nucleus 
of the present comprehensive traction system. He became 
interested with his father in theatrical affairs, and in 
1873, and when still engaged in business, he founded 
the Mishler Theatrical Circuit, of which for years he 
was the head. Going on the road personally as man- 
ager, he toured America with the Swedish Ladies’ Vocal 
Quartette, devoting to this work the years 1877 and 1878. 
From 1882 to 1886 he managed Bartholomew’s Famous 
Equine Paradox on the road, and after a few years local 
activity in theatrical circles, again toured the country 
with this troupe in 1889 and 1890. Mr. Mishler’s the- 
atrical career definitely began in 1872, when he took over 
the management of the theater which was built by his 
father in 1872 and was formally opened on October 1 
of that year. This playhouse, which was located at 
No. 533-535 Penn Street, was the first modern theater in 
this State outside of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, and 
as its manager until 1886, Mr. Mishler won extensive 
fame. The building became inadequate to accomodate 
the large crowds which flocked to the attractions shown, 
and in 1886 Mr. Mishler formed a corporation, of which 
he became a member, and the present Academy was 
built. 


This playhouse he managed until 1907, with the” 


exception of two years (1899 and 1900), when H. R. 
Jacobs was the lessee. Mr. Mishler continued his active 
management of the Academy during the remaining years 
of his business career, and in many ways his methods 
and policies were worthy of commendation. He was 
considered one of the most successful publicity men of 
his day, but it was his custom never to exaggerate, and 
he even went so far as to inform the public to that 
effect, if he felt that a play had deteriorated after it was 
booked to appear at the Academy. 

The many occasions when the use of the Academy was 
given free for charitable purposes would form a history 
of their own, and one of the most noteworthy of these 
instances occurred on December 25, 1892. Mr. Mishler 
then gave a special performance of “Lost in New York” 
to a free house, his guests being 2,000 poor children. 
The providing of pleasure or entertainment for poor or 
unfortunate children has always been one of Mr. Mish- 
ler’s greatest pleasures and he frequently invited the news- 
boys of Reading to attend some performance in a body. 
His interest in the poor, and particularly in children, 
is only indicated by these acts, and their counterpart in 
one form or another, many times repeated, has made 
him one of the best-loved men of Reading. As far 
back as June 11, 1873, Mr. Mishler entertained 1,300 
poor children at Heilman’s Dale, in Lebanon, giving them 
an entire day in the country. Christmas dinners and 
other occasions to the poor and uncared for have been 
long an established custom in Reading, owing to Mr. 
Mishler’s endeavors, for it was no less than thirty-seven 
years ago, in 1887, that he established the custom of 
placing contribution boxes for the purpose in stores, fac- 
tories, hotels and all public gathering places. The first 
year this was done the results amounted to five-hundred 
dollars, and the sum has gradually increased with the 
passing of the years. Mr. Mishler served as general 
secretary of the Associated Charities from its organization 
in 1902 until 1909. He has done much also for the 
protection of dumb animals, organizing the Berks County 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, on 
April 2, 1891, and his “Pingree Potato Plan,” which has 
long been carried out by the poor of Reading, was an 
ingenious and salutary method of helping them to help 
themselves. 

Mr. Mishler’s long experience in the handling of large 
gatherings, and his keen appreciation of human nature, 
have always made him a very valuable worker in move- 
ments for the popular good. As a member of the Board 
of Trade he did excellent work in securing subscriptions 
for the Armory in 1907, and in October of the same year 
he negotiated a loan of $500,000 for the city’s filtration 
plant. Continuing with the Board of Trade through 
its transformation into the present Chamber of Com- 
merce, he is still identified with that body in a definitely 
constructive way. His agitation for the erection of a 
modern hotel in Reading resulted in the present Berkshire 
Hotel, and his many public addresses for various causes 
of civic import form another richly beneficent influence 
in the progress of the city. The people have honored 
him accordingly, and on January 9, 1908, ke made the 
response at a Board of Trade dinner to the toast, “Our 
City’s Special Needs.” In May of the same year he 
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was the guest of honor at a dinner of the Board of Trade 
at the Mineral Spring Hotel, the title accorded him at 
that time having been “A Reading Booster.” He addressed 
the assembly on the occasion of the eighteenth annual 
commencement, exercises at Reading Hospital, and_ his 


work for the legislation in protection of graduate nurses - 


definitely dated from that date. Another memorable 
address by Mr. Mishler was at the Christian Endeavor 
Convention held on Penn Common, July 9, 1908. Mr. 


Mishler and his wife visited Ireland in 1908, and his let-. 


ters from that country, as published in “The Reading 
Eagle,” aroused universal interest. The “home-coming” 
dinner tendered Mr. and Mrs. Mishler at the Mineral 
Spring Hotel on September 10 of the same year was 
attended by more than one hundred leading men and 
women of Reading, and on the twenty-fourth of the same 
month a “Welcome Home” reception was accorded Mr. 
Mishler by the Reading Press Club, of which he was 
made the first associate member many years previously. 

In the political campaign of 1908, on October 30, Mr. 
Mishler presided over a public mass meeting at the Acad- 
emy of Music, while on the thirteenth of the same month 
he presided at a Christian Science meeting, open to the 
public. He was a member of the committee that col- 
lected $5,000 for the relief of sufferers for the Boyertown 
Theater fire in January, 1908, and served as chairman 
of the General Relief Committee during the typhoid fever 
epidemic during that year, providing the necessities for 
many needy families. The work of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association always claimed a share of his aid 
and in that same eventful year Mr. Mishler did much 
in raising funds for the erection of their fine gymnasium. 
In everything that tended to promote the general wel- 
fare, his hand was always apparent, and a beautiful marble 
drinking fountain at Penn Common, on Eleventh Street, 
above Washington Street, was donated to the municipal- 
ity by him. He first placed it on May 10, 1871, in 
front of his store, at No. 533 Penn Street, and it was 
later removed to its present location, Penn Common, 
Eleventh and Washington streets. He has always main- 
tained the water costs of this beautiful fountain, which 
has been of such vital use to the people. Mr. Mishler 
was the promoter of the movement which created Penn 
Common; as far back as April, 1875, he mapped out 
a drawing of the park and drives as they could be 
developed from the old fair grounds. This he had placed 
on paper, and it was published in “The New York 
Graphic,” the first illustrated newspaper in America pub- 
lished daily. Several thousand copies of this paper were 
distributed in the city and the plan was eventually put 
into effect. 

In every movement of public importance, Mr. Mish- 
ler’s large ability in publicity matters has been of especial 
significance. From the time when he staged a balloon 
ascension by Professor Washington Donaldson on May 
17, 1873, through the many years when his fertile mind 
discovered the most apt and popular attraction to catch 
the public fancy, Mr. Mishler’s endeavors have counted 
largely for the success of every occasion with which he 
has had to do. In 1896 and 1897 Mr. Mishler was 
chairman of the Executive Committee which presented 


the Reading Floral and Chrysanthemum Show, and made’ ..- 


this a profitable venture; the surplus funds were present- 
ed to the local hospitals. Prior to that date, in May, 
1895, the Forty-second Annual Conclave of the Pennsyl- 
vania Knights Templar was held in Reading under Mr. 
Mishler’s activities as chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, and one week after the gathering all bills were 
settled and the surplus returned to the subscribers pro rata. 
He was placed in the same position when the Conclave 
again met in Reading in 190}, also fulfilling the same 
duties for the Thirty-ninth Annual Encampment of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Pennsylvania, June 6, 
7 and 8, 1905. The results were uniformly the same, 
and on the last occasion the surplus was presented to the 
Charles Evans Cemetery Company as a fund toward 
the care of the Soldier’s Monument and the surrounding 
graves and ground for all time. Many good things have 
been said of Mr. Mishler, and a searching appraisal of 
the man may be found in the fact that the most en- 
thusiastic of his admirers are those who know him best. 
To cull from among the many expressions of appreciation 
published regarding Mr. Mishler over a long period the 
following may fittingly be added to this record: 


His enthusiasm and helpful efforts have ex- 
tended into other channels, not for gain, not for 
popularity, simply that he is best satisfied when 
employed, and if not for himself, for others. 

He is a useful citizen, a wide-awake business 
man, public-spirited, never weary of well-doing, 
clean-hanfed and active in the discharge of 
whatever he is called upon to do that may inure 
to the welfare of his- city, his friends and his 
neighbors. 

For over twenty-five years he has been liberal 
and foremost in charities of all kinds, from the 
time when the people contributed hundreds of 
dollars up to now, when they annually give thou- 
sands of dollars. His efforts in behalf of the 
Home for Widows and Single Women were of 
much assistance to the Board of Managers, and 
he has given toward, and solicited from citizens 
for that institution money many times. 

Mr. Mishler has always taken a lively, progres- 
sive, useful, liberal and unselfish, and much ap- 
preciated interest in the development of the city 
and the welfare of the people. 

Mr. Mishler’s own philosophy is as follows: 

All the world loves a generous person. It is 
not the material result of the generosity, but the 
kindly spirit that prompts it that attracts and 
endears. It is not necessary to have much in 
order to be generous—but the disposition to share 
liberally what one has. Even at the cost of a 
little self-sacrifice, the reward is always worth 
the price paid. There are things with which we 
may all be more generous. The comfort of sym- 
pathy, and the stimulus of praise and encourage- 
ment, are often more welcome. more appreciated, 
than that which mere money can buy. 


Mr. Mishler’s philosophy of life is affecting in its 
simplicity. “Just to be kind and good-natured,” he says; 
“just to do the little good one can, to sympathize with 
one’s friends, and to give them a lift when they’re 
down—to leave the world a little bit better than one 
found it, that’s all I think a man need aim at.” He 
also said: “If only half the nice things said after people 
are dead were told while they are alive, how much more 
happiness there would be in the world.” 

Many of Mr. Mishler’s friends cherish an illustrated 
octavo volume of about two hundred pages of which 
one hundred copies were published, entitled “Mishler’s 
Memoirs.” This was published in 1907, following Mr. 
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Mishler’s retirement from theatrical affairs and covered 
his life-history from birth until that date. He bestowed 
a copy of this interesting record to each of a group of 
his friends, “each one of whom he remembers for their 
participation in a specific incident of his life.” It is 
perhaps, however, for his management of the “Sesqui- 
Centennial” of Reading that Mr. Mishler’s name should 
be accorded -its greatest historical importance. A. brief 
resume of this event, as published in a former “History 
of Berks County,” definitely specifies certain interesting 
items regarding this Centennial as follows: 


His greatest achievement was the Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial, He selected the week of the celebration, 
June 5-12, 1898, and, as he prophesied it would 
be, the weather, from Sunday morning to Satur- 
day night, was perfect, clear, cool and delight- 
ful. He arranged most of the program for the 
seven days’ festivities and did very much in every 
way to make the celebration the complete suc- 
cess it was. As chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, he solicited subscriptions for $10,416.66. 
Within two weeks after the celebration all bills 
had been paid and there was remaining $1,418.84, 
which the Executive Committee decided to give 
toward the payment of the electrical display, 
$1,902.50, that had been ordered by the City Coun- 
cil Committee. The $483.66 was paid by the city 
in 1902. 


John D. Mishler married, September 7, 1871, Louisa C. 
Halbach, daughter of Augustus Halbach, of Philadelphia; 
she died in 1919. Mr. and Mrs. Mishler were the parents 
of three children: 1. Rebecca Marie, wife of H. Hurd 
Hillegas, deceased, a former paper bag manufacturer of 
Reading. 2. Maud Viola, wife of Harry E. Bell, who 
is prominent in poster advertising. 3. J. Boyd, of Read- 
ing, who is an expert commercial sign, painter and 
professional decorator. The family residence is at No. 
417 Green Terrace, and is a center of wide and charming 
hospitality. 





REUBEN D. WENRICH, M. D.—Marking out his 
career along lines somewhat outside of the beaten path, 
Dr. Reuben D. Wenrich, of Wernersville, Pennsylvania, 
has won his way to an outstanding position, not only 
in the science of medicine and healing, but in his work 
for the maintenance and most intelligent cultivation of 
health. Dr. Wenrich has demonstrated his great ability 
in his chosen profession, and as the founder and head 
of the “Grand View” Sanatorium, in the hills near 
Wernersville, he is numbered among the noteworthy med- 
ical practitioners of his day. The fame and importance 
of this splendid institution, and the really wonderful 
work which has been accomplished through its well or- 
ganized and efficient management, place it among those 
enterprises which mean much to the public welfare and 
give the name of Dr. Wenrich wide importance. 

The Wenrich name is one of large significance in Berks 
County, and traces back for several generations to Mat- 
thias (1) Wenrich, who was a prosperous and progres- 
sive farmer of Heidelberg, in this county. The farm 
owned by this pioneer was acquired by him in 1739, 
and remained in the possession of the family for one 
hundred and fifty years, or until the year 1889. Matthias 
(2) Wenrich was also a farmer of Heidelberg, and Mat- 


thias (3), his son, followed the same calling in the - 


same community. Thus, the Wenrich name came to 
mean much to the progress of this township in early 
times, and Matthias (3) Wenrich allied the family with 
another leading family of this section in his marriage. 
His wife, Sophia (Kalbach) Wenrich, was a woman of 
beautiful spirit. They were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren: Daniel; Adam, of whom further; John; David L.; 
Maria; Catherine; Sarah; Sophia; Susanna; Elizabeth; 
and Rebecca. Matthias (3) Wenrich died in 1840, at 
the age of seventy-seven years, while his wife survived 
him for only about a year, passing away at the age of 
seventy years. 

Adam Wenrich, the second son of these parents, was 
born in Heidelberg, and became a prosperous farmer of 
Lower Heidelberg. He was broadly active during a 
comparatively short career, his death occurring in 1851. 
The mother survived him for twenty-six years, passing 
away at the age of sixty-eight. 

Reuben D. Wenrich was born in Lower Heidelberg 
Township, May 15, 1842. Receiving his early education 
in the local schools, he later attended school at Womels- 
dorf, also at Stouchsburg and Pughtown, further at 
Trappe and Millersville, in Lancaster County. He then 
covered the usual course at Dufi’s Commercial College, 
in Philadelphia, completing this course in 1861, mean- 
while, from 1858 until 1862, he taught public school. It 
was, perhaps, his intimate recognition of health con- 
ditions among his pupils and their families that led 
Dr. Wenrich to choose the medical profession, and, al- 
though he had spent some time in other work, he en- 
tered the office of Dr. D. D. Detweiler, in Trappe, in 
the summer of 1862. The following summer he con- 
tinued the study of medicine under Dr. W. J. Schoener, 
at Strausstown, in this county, and during the winter he 
also attended the University of Pennsylvania, from which 
he received his degree in the class of 1864. Thus, Dr. 
Wenrich has been active in practice in Wernersville for 
sixty years, for it was here that he first opened his 
office, before the close of the year of his graduation. He 
was active for about ten years, independently, then became 
associated with Dr. James W. Deppen in general practice, 
and to supplement the proceeds of their professional 
work, which too frequently was among the poor and 
needy, who were unable to make any return, they es- 
tablished a general merchandise business. This enter- 
prise included the distribution of coal, lime and lumber. 
These progressive physicians were affiliated to mutual 
benefit for twenty years or more, or until the death of 
Dr. Deppen, which occurred in 1895. 

Forty-five years ago, in 1879, Dr. Wenrich, in part- 
nership with Dr. Deppen, bought “Mountain Home,” a 
health institution on the slopes of South Mountain, which 
had been conducted by different executives for fully 
thirty years. The possibilities of developing this institu- 
tion into a throughly modern and scientific sanatorium 
appealed to both these able physicians, and discontinuing 
their business interests, they gave their attention largely 
to this project. With its steady growth under their 
management, it assumed national importance and was 
well named “Grand View” Sanatorium. No one who 
has visited the institution even casually fails to yield 
unqualified admiration to the wonderful view, which 
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includes a wide stretch of country and a magnificent 
panorama of hills in the distance. 

Following the death of Dr. Deppen, Dr. Wenrich ab- 
sorbed the entire institution and also added to.the property 
area a number of adjoining farms, including wide stretches 
of wood land. The total area of the property is now 
fully six hundred acres, while the buildings are constantly 
improved and expanded to meet the needs of the many 
patrons. The sanatorium is only one mile from Cushion 
Peak and its famous observatory, from which a radius 
of fifty to seventy-five miles of magnificent country is 
visible. Many places of interest are within easy walk- 
ing or driving distance from the sanatorium, while within 
the boundaries of its spacious grounds every provision 
has been made for the comfort and happiness of its 
guests, including a dignified and_ tastefully decorated 
chapel. A fully-equipped gymnasium provides for indoor 
exercise, while every outdoor exercise is enjoyed, includ- 
ing swimming in summer, and skating and coasting dur- 
ing the winter months. The best of music is provided 
for dancing and social occasions, while a well chosen 
library of more than a thousand volumes provides liter- 
ary entertainment for the guests. Four cottages are 
grouped around the great main structure and all have 
spacious verandas. The service is equal to that of the 
popular modern hotels, including electric lights, fire pro- 
tection equipment, elevators, and all the usual conven- 
iences of the modern caravansery. Among the most in- 
teresting points about the entire property are the splen- 
didly kept dairy barns and their fine healthy herd of 
cows. The purpose of the sanatorium is most definitely 
a health resort, for it. makes special efforts to meet the 
tastes and requirements of those who feel the need of 
relaxation and rest as a preventative of a breakdown 
or serious illness. Greatest care is taken that no patient 
is accepted whose ills in any measure or regard would 
threaten the welfare of others. No tubercular patients 
are accepted, under any conditions, or any one mentally 
affected. Guests are at liberty to receive medical atten- 
tion from their own physicians or from the three resi- 
dent physicians, as they choose, while every facility in 
the way of equipment for special baths, massage and 
treatments are available. Dr. Wenrich is still in active 
supervision of the important duties of this institution, 
and although he is in the eighty-third year of his age, 
he is alert to the progress of the times, progressive in 
his attitude toward every phase of present-day affairs, 
while as a host and physician his charm of manner 
and benevolence of spirit make him beloved, as well as 
esteemed. He has few outside interests, but was one 
of the organizers of the National Bank of Wernersville in 
1906, and now serves as president. 

Dr. Reuben D. Wenrich married, in 1865, Sarah Gock- 
ley, daughter of Moses Gockley, of Wernersville, grand- 
daughter of Deitrich and Eva (Moore) Gockley, and 


great-granddaughter of John Gockley. Dr. and Mrs. 
Wenrich were the parents of seven children: 1. George 


G., a prominent physician, who married Anna May Coar. 
2. John A., a graduate of the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania, who married Grace Al- 
vana Gaddis. 3. Eva Ann, wife of Alvin J. Gibbs, of 
Canton, Ohio. 4. Allie, who died at the age of fourtcen 


oa be 


5. Emma, who died at the age of six years; and two 
children who died in infancy. 





WELLINGTON BERTOLET — A_ noteworthy 
member of a distinguished family of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Wellington Bertolet, of Reading, bore an 
honored and useful part in the progress of his day. The 
close of his active, and always beneficent, career early: 
in 1923 was considered a great loss to the community, 
for in the attainment of his success he met the daily needs 
of the people in an eminently worthy and unselfish man- 
ner. As a business man, he was keen of perception, but 
always fair to those with whom he dealt, open-minded, 
and glad to assume any responsibility which might be 
laid at his door. As a citizen, he was noted for his 
progressive attitude on all public questions, but although 
official honors were tendered him from time to time, 
he never accepted public duties of this nature. As a 
friend he will long he remembered by many whose 
privilege it was to be closely in touch with his activities, 
for to everyone he met his cordial and generous spirit 
was beautiful and admirable. His life meant much to 
Reading, and in his passing the community was indeed 
bereaved. 

The Bertolet, or Bertolette, family is one of great 
importance in Europe, and originated in Britanny. Of 
the numerous branches in that country, one settled in 
Picardy, an ancient province adjoining northern sec- 
tions of France, and possessing a considerable coast on 
the English Channel. This information is gained from 
the “Dictionaire de la Noblesse de France (1771),” and 
Gabriel O’Gilvy, in his “Nobility of Normandy” (London, 
1864), gives the date of the ennobling of this family as 
1470. The arms are “of blue, helmet with front of 
silver, lowered under two cuirasses of the same.” Mem- 
bers of the family who embraced the Protestant religion 
were persecuted for their faith, and took refuge in Bern, 
Switzerland, thence going to the Palatinate. Jean Ber- 
tolet, Sr., was the inheritor of extensive estates in Picar- 
dy, but in fleeing to Switzerland became a modest 
farmer. Jean Bertolet, Sr., his son, was born in Switzer- 
land, in Chateau d’Oex, while the family was in refuge 
there. He became a leader of the group which went to 
the Palatinate, and there married, in 1712, Susanna, 
daughter of Jean Hericourt. This family was also one 
of nobility in France and came from the same general 
region as the Bertolet family. Jean and his wife again 
took refuge from religious persecution, and tenanted a 
farm in an Alsacian town on the Rhine in 1712. It 
was in this community, near Minnfeldten, that their five 
children were born. In 1726 they decided to put all 
possibility of persecution behind them and cross the 
Atlantic to America. A very interesting and graphic 
document regarding this highly respected man and his 
family is still in existence and has formed a part of 
other published records of this family in America. It 
is as follows: 


Attestation for John Bertolet (Jean Berthelot). 

We, the undersigned, President Judge of the Principal- 
ity of Pfalz for the District of the Community of Gut- 
tenberg, do hereby testify by virtue of this letter, that 
the bearer of this, the well reputed and discreet John 
(Jean) Bertolet (Berthelot), born in Chasteaudeux 
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(Chateau-d’Oex), in Switzerland, under the jurisdiction 
of Bern, with his wife, have for fourteen years, 49s 
eccupants of the adjoining farm, belonging to August 
Chapter, of Seltz, conducted themselves piously, honor- 
ably, uprightly and justly, and in such manner as is 
appropriate for virtuous persons praiseworthily conduct- 
ing themselves, that we of him, as well as of his wife, 
cannot otherwise speak than to their honor and praise. 
Inasmuch as this married couple with their five chil- 
dren under the hope of improving their. best interests 
and opportunities desired to remove themselves to the 
new country of Pennsylvania, there to settle themselves 
in a domestic manner and are wholly resolved and de- 
termined upon the same, we respectfully, obedient to 
our numerous duties of station and service, would, in 
a friendly way, solicit and entreat for the aforesaid 
John (Jean) Bertolet (Berthelot) and his wife, Susanna, 
and five children, not only that they may pass all places 
free and without hindrance, but besides, on account of 
their respectable conduct, to extend to them ever de- 
sired aid and assistance. 
To such are we on similar occasions in the most friendly 
manner ready and willing to reciprocate the kindness. 
Yo this, as a truthful record, we, besides our sub- 
scribed names, append our usual seal. i 
So given and done in the Upper Official District of 
Minnfeldten, the twenty-ninth day of the month of 
April, as men enumerate, one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-six. 
J. G. Wimpffen, 
Nicolaus Schoenlaub, 
Anwald (Council) 
Hans Ehrhart Beyer, 
des Gerichts Secretary. 
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Minnfeldten. 

Jean Bertolet brought his family to America in 1726, 
landing in New York City and settling in Oley Town- 
ship. His brother, Pierre (Peter), had preceded him 
to America by six years, settling in Oley Township, and 
some years after Jean’s arrival another brother, Samuel, 
also settled in the same community. Pierre died before 
year sold the 
farm. Jean Bertolet built a fine stone dwelling in 1831 
and became very friendly with the Indians, teaching 
them agriculture. A treasured heirloom still in the fam- 
ily was his Bible, which bore on its title page La Bible 
qui est Tovte La Saincta Ecritures x x Par Francois Perrin 
Pour Antoine Vincent MDLXVII. A further inscription 
on the fly leaf reads Le Presante Bible apartien a Jean 
Bertolet. It is on record that in the year 1907 this Bible 
sold for one hundred eighty-three dollars, a member of 
the family being the purchaser, and is still well preserved. 
Jean and Susanna (Hericourt) Bertolet were the parents 
of the following children: 1. Abraham. 2. Maria, wife 
of H. Bernet. 3. John, who married a daughter of Peter 
Pallio. 4. Esther, wife of Dr. George de Benneville. 
5, Susanna, wife of Jacob Frey. 6. Frederick Americus, 
who was born in this country within a year of their 
arrival. 

Daniel Bertolet, Mr. Bertolet’s grandfather, in direct 
line from the pioneer, was born in Oley Township, Berks 
County, and made farming his lifelong occupation. He 
became one of the foremost citizens of this community, 
as was evidenced by the fact that he served for two 
terms in the Pennsylvania State Legislature and bore 
an active part in many of the community interests of 
the township. 

Mayberry A. Bertolet, son of Daniel Bertolet, was born 
in Oley Township, on the homestead farm of his father, 
and was reared in that community, attending the local 
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schools. As a young man he became a resident of 
Schuylkill County, where he built a rolling mill. This 
enterprise he conducted for a number of years, then 
removed to Reading, and formed a partnership with his 
cousin, Samuel Bertolet. They built a large rolling mill 
in West Reading, which they operated in partnership until 


1857. Mayberry A. Bertolet then withdrew to become 
identified with the Scott Foundry, of Reading, and he 


also operated the Star Forge for a time. The Scott 
Foundry was under his direction and ownership for 
many years, and he became one of the distinguished iron- 
masters of his day. Late in life he removed to the city 
of Philadelphia, and was made deputy naval officer, which 
position he filled until his death. Prominent in political 
and civic affairs, Mayberry A. Bertolet was a leading 
Whig, and the party at one time earnestly sought his 
consent to become a candidate for Congress, but he 
declined the honor of the nomination. He was a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church, as were also the other 
members of his immediate family, and his work in every 
phase of community or religious advance revealed the 
hand of the progressive, forward-looking citizen. May- 
berry A. Bertolet married Louisa Fisher, and they were 
the parents of eleven children: 1. Howard. 2. Emma, 
wife of Charles Fritz. 3. Amelia, who died at an early 
age. 4. Mary, wife of Benjamin Davis. 5. Wellington, 
of further mention. 6. Benneville. 7. Mayberry, who 
resides at Tamaqua, Pennsylvania. 8. Margaret. 9. Louise, 
wife of Charles M. Frame. 10. Charles, deceased. 11. 
Lydia, who died in infancy. 

Wellington Bertolet was born October 31, 1844, and 
died in Reading, January 29, 1923, following a very brief 
illness. His entire life history paralleled the progress of 
his native State of Pennsylvania, and he received an 
excellent and practical education in the schools of Read- 
ing. His first business experience was in a sheet steel 
mill, where he learned the trade of roller. Devoting 
three years to this activity, he next became identified 
with the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company, 
in the capacity of brakeman. Through his native ability 
and the energy and tireless attention which he gave 
to his duties, he rose in the organization, step by step, 
until he filled the responsible office of superintendent of 
the Atlantic City and Shamokin divisions. Later prom- 
oted to the superintendency of the main line division of 
the same road, he was thus engaged for many years, 
spending, in all, a full quarter of a century with the 
Philadelphia & Reading Railroad. 

In May, 1897, Mr. Bertolet entered the wholesale and 
retail coal business in Reading, and for upwards of 
twenty-six years was a leading figure in this field of 
commercial activity. He built up one of the most im- 
portant business interests in its field in Berks County. 
Mr. Bertolet’s excellent qualities and his remarkable bus- 
iness genius became forces very naturally sought in 
affairs of civic and public nature, and in the Republican 
Party he was very highly considered as a supporter and 
advocate of its principles. His chief interest, however, 
outside his business, was his home, and none could ever 
prevail upon him to accept the honors of public life. 
He built a beautiful residence on Windsor Street, in 
Reading, and there he spent the last years of his life. 
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Ile was a charn:ing host, and delighted to gather about 
his fireside select groups of close, personal friends, who 
cherish the memory of these gatherings among the 
beautiful things of life. Mr. Bertolet was a member of 
Christ Episcopal Church, and a generous supporter of its 
interests, especially the benevolent and charitable en- 
deavors. - 

Wellington Bertolet married, in Reading, June.3, 1868, 
Kisther Miller, who was born in this city, and is a daugh- 
ter of Herman and Lavinia (Good) Miller, and grand- 
daughter of John and Catharine (Morris) Miller. Her 
maternal grandparents were Daniel and Esther (Ryland) 
Good, and all these distinguished names represent prom- 
inent pioneer families of this State. On June 3, 1918, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertolet celebrated the golden anniversary 
of their wedding at their country home. They were 
surrounded on that occasion by their children and grand- 
children, and lived to enjoy five years more of wedded 
happiness. Mrs. Bertolet is a member of Christ Epis- 
copal Church, of Reading, and a woman of many active 
charities and good works. She maintains the home on 
Windsor Street, and devotes her time largely to religious 
and benevolent interests. The children of Wellington 
and Esther (Miller) Bertolet are: 1. Anna B., who be- 
came the wife of Charles H. Hunter, a successful and 
prominent coal dealer of Reading, their children: Wel- 
lington Bertolet, who married Maria Sassaman, who 
resides in Reading; and Elizabeth, who resides at home. 
2. Howard Miller, a largely successful coal operator of 
West Virginia, who married Harriet S. Kutzner, and 
resides in Charleston, West Virginia. 





WILLIAM ALBRIGHT SHEARER—Bearing an 
honored name, and giving to the world a record of note- 
worthy achievement, William Albright Shearer, of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, lived a useful and commendable life, 
and his career was one which might well be emulated 
by the youth of rising generation, for he gave to useful 
and admirable purposes marked talent, excellent prepara- 
tion, and the devoted service which count for permanent 
and ever widening good. Mr. Shearer’s handicraft was 
exquisite, and as a cabinet-maker he was trained to the 
finer branches of his work, and his appreciation of ex- 
cellence in any form or branch of activity added to his 
sincerity of spirit which permitted nothing but the best 
to leave his hands—these qualities forming the basis 
of his success, and in his lifelong usefulness the world 
was benefited. As a man and a citizen, Mr. Shearer 
was above reproach, genial, warm-hearted, interested in 
every phase of the progress of his day, and a supporter 
of all worthy endeavor. Strong in the principles of 
right and probity, his friendliness toward all founded upon 
a deep and genuine spirit of generosity, Mr. Shearer was 
from every angle of vision a man to be admired and 
beloved. He gave to life much and surely it is fitting 
that although he has passed into another world those 
who knew and honored him here should give his name 
permanent place in the records of honor which com- 
Memorate past achievements in his native county. 

The Shearer family originated in Holland, where it 
was largely prominent, and Christopher Johan Shearer, 
Mr. Shearer’s grandfather, was the founder of this family 


in America. Coming to this country at the age of 
seventeen years, he settled in Reading, then a small vil- 
lage, unimproved and scattered. He had learned the 
trade of shoemaker in his native country, and this trade 
he followed until joining Washington’s troops in the 
Revolutionary War. He participated in the historic event, 
which has been commemorated by writers and artists, 
“The Crossing of the Delaware,” also in the battle with 
the Hessians. He further served in the battle of Brandy- 
wine, in which he was wounded in the left forearm. 
Notwithstanding this disability when on the following 
day General Washington sent the Reading militia to 
capture a foraging party, Mr. Shearer accompanied them. 
At the last moment it was discovered that the foraging 
party was rather the entire British Army, and only Gen- 
eral Washington’s prompt action in detailing General 
Wayne’s division to their relief saved the Reading con- 
tingent from annihilation. After this trying time Mr. 
Shearer was at home for several months, but again joined 
the army and did important guard duty as a non- 
commissioned officer. Christopher J. Shearer became a 
leading figure in the public service and was active as 
justice of the peace and in other capacities. He was 
originally a member of the German Reformed Church, 
but, on account of conditions during the war, changed 
his allegiance. The German sympathies were largely with 
the English throughout this section during Revolutionary 
activities, and the death of one of Christopher J. Shearer’s 
children occurring during his absence in the service, his 
church refused ‘burial privileges, principally on that ac- 
count. The mother in her grief turned to the Lutheran 
Church, and the plot for burial was immediately and 
willingly tendered to her. Upon Mr. Shearer’s return 
home he solemnly declared “from this time on we are 
Lutherans.” Christopher J. Shearer married Julia Phil- 
lippi, who is believed to have been the - first female 
child born in what is now the city of Reading, and 
this family tradition is undoubtedly correct. Christopher 
Johan and Julia (Phillippi) Shearer were the parents 
of a number of children, of whom four sons only lived 
to maturity: Jonathan, John P., of further mention; 
Solomon, and Benjamin. 

John P. Shearer, the next in line, was born in Reading, 
but, as a young man removed to Bern Township, estab- 
lishing the name on a farm still owned in the family. 
Taking up one hundred acres of land in 1799, he 
remained there until his death in 1847, at the age of 
seventy-four years. Notably prominent in local prog- 
ress, he served as constable and as justice of the peace, 
while in his individual affairs he became largely pros- 
perous and erected substantial buildings on his property. 
He married (first) Sophia Tobias, daughter of Christian 
Tobias, and they were the parents of eleven children: 
Esther T.; John T.; Jacob T.; Abraham T.; William T., 
of whom further; Samuel T.; George T.; Elizabeth T.; 
Mary T.; Annie T.; and Sarah T. John P. Shearer 
married (second) Lehr, but no children were 





born of this marriage. He married (third) Lydia Ziemer, 
widow of William, and they were the parents of two 
children. 

William T. Shearer, son of John P. and Sophia (Tobias) 
Shearer, was born in Bern Township and there grew to 
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manhood. As a young man he became interested in 
hotel activities and for many years conducted the hotel 
at Shartlesville, in Berks County. He became very 
widely known to the traveling public, and both in that 
connection and to his local cotemporaries in business 
the man of lofty integrity and high ideals. William T. 
Shearer married Sarah Albright, who was born in Upper 
Bern Township, and was a daughter of John Jacob and 
Maria (Shartle) Albright, and a granddaughter of John 
Christian and Maria Elizabeth (Althouse) Albright. The 
Albright family is also an old and honored one of Read- 
ing. Mrs. Shearer died, leaving two sons: William 
Albright, of further mention; and Frederick A. 

William Albright Shearer was born in Shartlesville, in 
September, 1836. His mother’s death occurring when he 
was still a child, he was reared by his paternal aunt, 
Esther Shearer, who educated him well and devoted her- 
self to his care. As a young man, Mr. Shearer learned 
the trade of cabinet-maker, and coming to Reading, 
worked at the trade in the employ of various people of 
prominence. He also became identified with the furniture 
business, forming a partnership with Daniel Moser, and 
they maintained a successful store on North Fifth Street, 
near Court Street. This partnership endured for a num- 
ber of years, when Mr. Shearer withdrew to accept a 


* flattering position in the employ of the Philadelphia & 


Reading Railroad. In that connection he was active in 
the car department, doing the fine cabinet-work in the 
interior of the best coaches of that famous railway com- 
pany. He remained with the concern permanently, and 
was active in the same general line of endeavor until 
his death, doing some repairing, but principally the in- 
terior finish, of the railway coaches. 

In every circle in which he moved Mr. Shearer held 
the highest esteem and confidence of his cotemporaries. 
His life was exemplary, and in all his interests and affili- 
ations he gave to the world the goodwill of the man 
of friendly nature and generous spirit. A Republican 
in his political convictions and ever a loyal supporter of 
Republican principles, Mr. Shearer was influential in party 
councils, but never was interested in public honors of an 
official nature. For many years he was a leading mem- 
ber of the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of which he was accompanist in their ceremon- 
ials, but he formed few connections which would take 
him much from his home, other than his musical ac- 
tivities. He was devoted to his home and family and 
his leisure was by choice spent by his fireside. His 
death, which occurred at his home on Green Terrace, 
in Reading, March 30, 1912, left a great void in those 
circles where he had been a familiar figure. His memory 
is cherished by all whose privilege it was to know him, 
and his spirit will linger long an inspiration among those 
who recall his usefulness. Mr. Shearer was for many 
years a worthy member of Ebenezer Evangelical Church, 
as an official of the board and as organist in the church 
and Sunday school. As a younger man he was very ac- 
tive in a number of local churches, both as organist 
and choir director. At the time of his death, he was 
a member of Grace United Evangelical Church. 

William Albright Shearer married Mary Armbruster, 


of Reading, daughter of Sebastian and Sarah (Wentzel) - 


Armbruster. Sebastian Armbruster was born in Germany, 
and came to America in 1831, sailing from Havre, France, 
and paying fifty francs for his passage. He landed in 
New York City, coming to Pennsylvania and settling 
in Berks County, where he was active as a farmer and 
became an honored and useful citizen. Mrs. Shearer died 
at her home in Reading, August 22, 1911, and husband 
and wife lie side by side in the Charles Evans Cemetery. 
She was a member of the United Evangelical Church, 
and a woman of beautiful character. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shearer were the parents of four daughters: 1. Emma 
Katharine, who died in childhood. 2. Sarah Albright, 
of further mention. 3. Anna M., of further mention. 4. 
Adele. 

Sarah Albright Shearer was born in Reading, and re- 
ceived her early education in the local public and high 
schools, graduating at the head of her class. She early 
gave evidence of a voice of rare power and beauty, and 
her parents took great pleasure in its cultivation. Miss 
Shearer studied in Philadelphia and New York, also 
in Europe, and in addition to her many appearances 
in America, she sang abroad on various occasions of 
international importance singing on the same program 
with Nordica, Maurel, and others. She was entertained 
by Madam Ronalde, afterward Lady Randolph Churchill, 
and Minister Lincoln. She became one of the most pop- 
ular soloists of her day in Pennsylvania and throughout 
the country, also appearing occasionally in her home 
city of Reading. Whenever her local friends were pri- 


_ vileged to enjoy a musical treat, in which she was 


always the central figure on the program, crowds gath- 
ered to do her honor, and there was no mistaking their 
enthusiasm. She appeared for the “G Clef” Club, of 
Bethlehem, Dr. J. Fred Wolle, director, at various times, 
also for the Reading Choral Society, as soloist in ora- 
torios, with Whitney Mockridge, Nicholas Donty, and 
others, her work always bringing an ovation. Miss 
Shearer’s personality was as charming and admirable as 
her voice, and her friends were countless. She died at 
the Shearer home, September 14, 1894, after a long 
illness of Bright’s disease, having been confined to the 
house throughout the entire summer. To those who 
recall the wonderful voice and the devoted spirit of 
Miss Shearer her loss has been deeply and sincerely felt, 
for hers was such a character as is all to seldom granted 
to any community, and her large benevolence and bril- 
liant talent made her admired and beloved of the entire 
city. She was the leading soprano in the Presbyterian 
Church, at the corner of Broad and Green streets, in 
Philadelphia. This position is said to have carried the 
largest salary of any church soloist in Philadelphia, and 
the privilege of membership in this choir was widely 
sought by leading soloists of the time. The memory of 
this lovely woman and her beautiful voice lives among 
all who shared the pleasure of her acquaintance and 
friendship. 

Anna M. Shearer, who now maintains the Shearer home, 
is also a soloist of wide distinction. She was born in 
Reading, and received her classical education in the loca! 
institutions, then studied music and voice culture in Phil- 
adelphia, and at Brown and Cornell universities. She 


has since devoted her time to a select class of pupils, 
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and also is supervisor of music in the Girls’ High School 
of Reading. She is the soprano soloist of the First 
Presbyterian Church, and is considered one of the most 
brilliant artists in her chosen realm in this part of the 
State. She has appeared on many important occasions 
as soloist, but is greatly devoted to her home, and to 
the care of her younger sister, Adele, who is an invalid, 


accordingly, has definitely, declined many appeals from ~ 


musical directors of National fame who would gladly 
place her in. a_ leading position in important musical 
organizations of the day. She is a member of the Holy 
Cross Methodist Episcopal Church, the Reading Woman’s 
Club, the Reading Music Club, of which she is now 
vice-president, and the executive council of the Reading 
Choral Society. 


WILLIAM DERR BURKEY—Member of an hon- 
ored and long prominent family, resident of a progressive 
and delightful community of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
William Derr Burkey is a thoroughly representative citi- 
zen of the day, but it is perhaps as an individual that he 
is most sincerely esteemed, for in every phase of his life 
and career his work counts constructively for the pros- 
perity and well-being of the people. A native of Ham- 
burg, and a lifelong resident of this community, Mr. Bur- 
key has for some years held leading rank in its industrial, 
educational and benevolent activities. He is giving to 
every branch of community and personal interest the tire- 
less ‘endeavor and forward-looking spirit of the leader of 
progress. 

The Burkey family was founded in America by two 


‘brothers, and early tradition would indicate that the name 


was variously spelled, as Burcky, Borcky, and Burky, as 
well as in the present form. These pioneers came from 
Hesse-Cassel to the Goshenhoppen Valley, one settling in 
Bally, where, in 1743, he shared in the work of erecting 
the Roman Catholic Cnurch of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The other, Jacob Burkey, came earlier, in 1733, 
and located in Bern Township, in this county. He crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean in the ship “Hope,” reaching Phila- 
delphia on August 28, 1733, and was a taxpayer in Upper 
Bern Township when the first taxes were levied, his ap- 
portionment being £9. He founded the Burkey homestead 
here, and died, in the house which he built, in January, 
1864. 

Jacob (2) Burkey, son of the above, was born in Upper 
Bern Township, and inherited the Burkey homestead, 
where his death occurred in 1819. He linked the family 
name in marriage with the Geissler family, another early 
pioneer name, and of their seven children only one, the 
youngest, was a daughter. Children: 1. John, who was 
a resident of Upper Bern Township, and married into the 
Faust family. 2. Heinrich, who removed to Tilden Town- 
ship, and married into the Stoudt family. 3. Wilhelm, who 
remained in Upper Bern, and married into the Kettery 
family. 4. Jacob, who went West in early life. 5. Daniel, 
who was the next in line. 6. David, who resided in Bern- 
ville, and married a Miss Schlappig. 7. Betsy, who be- 
came the wife of Jacob Blatt. 

Daniel Burkey, fifth child and fifth son of this family, 
was born in Upper Bern Township, November 30, 1789, 
and died in the place of his birth in 1866. He followed, 


successively, the trades of shoe-maker and weaver, also 
conducting a small farm, which lay about one mile south- 
west of St. Michael’s Church. This property has been in 
the possession of the family continuously since the deeds 
were received from the Penns. Daniel Burkey married 
Susanna Bautsch, whose father, Frederick Bautsch, was a 
leading citizen of the community. They were the parents 
of the following children: 1. Daniel, who married Polly 
Blatt. 2. Sallie, who was born in 1812, and died in 1881, 
wife of Jacob Kasper, born in 1792, dicd in 1868. 3. Cath- 
arine, wife of Isaac Ketner. 4. Hannah, wife of Peter 
Heim. 5. William, who married Mary Becker. 6. Peter, 
of further mention. 7. Elizabeth, wife of John Yerger. 8. 
Benjamin, who married Sarah Dunkelberger. 9. Joseph, 
who died at the age of fourteen years. Two died in in- 
fancy. 

Peter Burkey, san of Daniel and Susanna (Bautsch) 
Burkey, was born March 7, 1826, in Upper Bern Town- 
ship, and his death occurred in Hamburg, May 27, 1903. 
A carpenter and cabinet-maker, he established himself in 
an independent business in 1849, beginning modestly and 
developing a large interest. The entire history of the busi- 
ness was at the same location as at present, and even 
under the administration of the founder he developed an 
important interest. He employed a number of men, and 
among his progressive activities was the lumber interests 
which he owned twelve miles distant. Family history 
states that when still a struggling merchant he walked 
daily to this distant point to look after his luniber. A 
founder of the Hamburg Savings Bank, he served for some 
years as president of that institution, and was a stock- 
holder in the Windsor Water Company, of which he was 
also. a director. He was a leading member of the First 
Reformed Church, of Hamburg, and chairman of the build- 
ing committee when the present fine edifice was erected. 
Peter Burkey married, in 1850, Hannah Deysher, daughter 
of John Deysher, who from 1834 to 1837 was county com- 
missioner of Berks County. The children of these par- 
ents were: 1. William F., of further mention. 2. Daniel 
A., who married Minerva Van Doran. 3. Mary B., the 
wife of Dr. George W. Ziegler, of Philadelphia. The 
mother died at the home of her daughter, on May 15, 1909, 
at the age of eighty-one years, but was buried in the fam- 
ily plot in Hamburg. 

William F. Burkey, son of Peter and Hannah (Deysher) 
Burkey, was born in Hamburg, April 5, 1851, and died 
there November 24, 1907. He possessed a rare mentality, 
entering high school at the age of nine years, and at the 
age of seventeen completing a brilliant education. He 
learned the cabinet-maker’s trade under his father’s direc- 
tion, and was active with his father until the decease of 
the elder man. Then, in association with his brother, Dan- 
iel A. Burkey, he took over the estate, which comprised 
both manufacturing plant and retail store. He also was 
widely active in the undertaking business; was a director 
of the Hamburg Savings Bank; and from the time of its 
organization forward was a member of the Board of Trade. 
A stockholder in the Windsor Water Company, he served 
for a number of years as president of the Union Fire Com- 
pany, and in every phase of community advance bore a 
worthy part, supporting the Republican Party. Fraternally 
be was identified with Vaux Lodge, No. 406, Free and 
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Accepted Masons, of which he was twice Master and for 
many years Secretary; Reading Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons; De Molay Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar; 
Reading Lodge of Perfection; Philadelphia Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; and Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He 
was further a member of: Ontelaunee Tribe, Improved Or- 
der of Red Men; and the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer- 
ica. A talented musician, William F. Burkey was a leader 
of musical interests from 1869 until his death, having been 
a member of the Hamburg Cornet Band and the Hamburg 
Band, his solo cornet work being widely appreciated. He 
also organized and directed Burkey’s Band, of Haraburg, 
in 1883, which eventually numbered thirty-five pieces. He 
was further active for twelve years with the First Brigade 
Bank of Reading, and experienced the gratification of see- 
ing his sons all become members of his own band and 
excellent musicians. In 1900 Mr. Burkey made a trip to 
Europe, visiting the various countries of Great Britain and 
the Continent, and his reminiscences of the tour were most 
interesting. He was practically a lifelong member of the 
First Reformed Church, where for ten years he played the 
cornet in Sunday School, missing only two Sundays. Wil- 
liam F. Burkey married, October 6, 1873, Elgiva A. Derr, 
granddaughter of Israel Derr, who married into the Stitzel 
family, and daughter of Benneville and Mary (Hill) Derr. 
The children of these parents are: Charles D., (q.v.); 
Peter H.; William Derr, of further mention; and Ed- 
ward B. 

William Derr Burkey was born in Hamburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, December 30, 1879. His education was begun in 
the local public schools, and later attending high school, he 
entered Dickinson College, from which he was graduated 
in the class of 1902. Gaining a start in life in the knitting 
industry, Mr. Burkey early won a position of large re- 
sponsibility and acquired a financial interest in the Eagle 
Knitting Mills, at Leesport, Pennsylvania. He eventually 
became the sole owner of this interest, and in 1921 he 
became president of the Burkey Underwear Company, Inc., 
in Hamburg. For many years Mr. Burkey has been deeply 
interested in educational advance and its local significance, 
and for the past six years he has served as president of 
the Hamburg School Board, an office which he now (1924) 
fills. During the World War he bore a leading part in all 
community endeavor, giving to every worthy effort his 
unreserved support and aid. Largely through his efforts 
Hamburg was carried to a very notable position in the 
activities of the period, and Mr. Burkey’s efforts have con- 
tinued along constructive lines in any and every avenue 
of advance which reflects benefit upon the people. 

Fraternally Mr. Burkey is identified with all the Masonic 
bodies, also Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. His clubs are the Masonic and the 
Rotary. Mr. Burkey does not ally himself very extensively 
with organized advance, devoting his time and ‘energies 
principally to his business. His leisure interest includes 
great delight in reading good literature, but he is deeply 
interested in out-of-door pursuits, enjoys motoring, and 
is an excellent shot, taking an occasional hunting trip into 
the wilds. 

William Derr Burkey married, July 11, 1907, Sallie G. 
Altenderfer, daughter of Irvin B. and Agnes L. Altenderfer, 


both now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Burkey are the par- 
ents of two sons: William A., and Charles A. 

REV. RALPH ACHILLES MAUTONE—Devot- 
ing his life to the advance of religion in America, Rev. 
Ralph Achilles Mautone, now of Reading, has attained 
marked distinction, and his work is of the highest signin- 
cance to his fellow-countrymen on this side of the Atlan- 
tic. Gifted as a speaker, and very highly educated, Rev. 


_Mr. Mautone is doing a great work as pastor of the Italian 


Methodist Episcopal Church of the Saviour in Reading. 
Famed also as an educator, and a leader of public thought 
and effort in various branches of education, Mr. Mautone 
commands the esteem and confidence of every one who 
comes in touch with his endeavors. He is a son of Fran- 
cesco and Cesira (Bastone) Mautone, his father a prom- 
inent civil engineer of Italy and colonel in the Italian 
Army. 
...Ralph Achilles Mautone was born in Isernia, Province o> 
Campobasso, Italy, August 30, 1885. Receiving his early 
education in the public schools of his native land, he 
attended college there, and then coming to America, entered 
Wesleyan Academy, at Wilbraham, Massachusetts. His 
preparatory work covered, Mr. Mautone took up his fur- 
ther studies at Drew Theological Seminary, at Madison, 
New Jersey, from which he was graduated in the class of 
1913. This institution conferred upon him three years later 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Meanwhile, he spent 
one year as a special student in chemistry, economics and 
sociology at Muhlenberg College, in Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1915 the Wesleyan University, of Middle- 
town, Connecticut, conferred on him the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. Then, in 1917-18, he completed his studies at 
Lehigh University, at South Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and 
received his degree as Master of Arts from that institution 
in the class of 1918. During the course of his studies in 
America, Mr. Mautone largely financed his progress by 
educational work. He taught in the high school for girls, 
also in the high school for boys in Reading, and in the 
Wyomissing High School. He received the appointment 
to his present charge as pastor of the Italian Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Reading in August, 1914, and his 
work in this parish is of large importance in the history 
of Methodism. It included in the nature of the case wide 
usefulness in Americanization work, and Mr. Mautone’s 
influence, both for the progress of his people in material 
things and for their ever higher spiritual development, gives 
his name wide significance in this part of the State. Mr. 
Mautone is still active as professor of Spanish, Latin and 
English at Schuylkill College in Reading, Pennsylvania, and 
there again his devoted spirit and worthy endeavors are 
forming the characters and inspiring the lives of those who 
are placed under his charge. 

The public advance has always held for Rev. Mr. Mau- 


~tone a challenge to worthy effort, and while the personal 


honor attaching to public service is wholly a secondary 
consideration, he has done much to advance the public 
welfare in this city, county and State. Supporting the 
Republican Party and advocating its principles with whole- 
hearted endorsement, Mr. Mautone has done much for 
the progress of the party, and this present year (1924) 
was a candidate for the General Assembly of the State of 




















BIOGRAPHICAL 


Pennsylvania. Mr. Mautone is fraternally affiliated with 
Alberigo Gentile Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
Schiavi d’Abbruzzo, Italy; the Ancient and Illustrious Or- 
der Knights of Malta; Mystic Star Commandery, No. 47, 
Knights Templar, of which he is a Past Commander; is a 
member of Mt. Penn Lodge, No. 518, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, of Reading; and the Old Club, of, Wilbra- 
ham, Massachusetts. In all that pertains to community 
and general advance along every line of progressive en- 
deavor, Rev. Mr. Mautone lends his influence to organized 
effort, and his name bears ever increasing significance as a 
force for good. 

Ralph Achilles Mautone married, September 7, 1915, in 
Reading, Margaret Ruth Yeich, daughter of Samuel A. 
and Maggie Brown (Bodder) Yeich. 


BERTRAND H. FARR—The world of floriculture 
‘sustained an irreparable loss and the musical center cir- 
cumscribed by his home area suffered a severe shock in the 
sudden passing on October 11, 1924, of Bertrand H. Farr, 
world-renowned authority on hardy perennials, and par- 
ticularly of the peony, of which he had become an ac- 
complished specialist, and the proprietor of Farr’s Music 
House in Reading, recognized for a considerable distance 
as one of the most popular gathering places for lovers of 
music and a center of distribution of sheet music and 
musical instruments. Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, where 
Mr. Farr started in the growing of flowers in the “hobby 
stage” and had developed it to extremely large propor- 
tions, had become the mecca of peony enthusiasts, who 
made long pilgrimages to view and study the man and 
his methods, the fame of which has carried the name of 
Farr into remote corners of the earth. He was undoubt- 
edly at the top of his profession as related to the growing 
of peonies, and was even in the midst of an extended series 
of lectures on the subject of peony culture when he was 
stricken with a paralytic shock. His heart and soul were 
bound up in his flowers, and his intensity of nature found 
a splendid outlet in the fatherly care and expert provision 
made for his broad acres at Wyomissing and Womelsdorf, 
Pennsylvania, which in the days of bloom were a riot of 
color, painted by the thousands of peonies—the queen- 
flower of the realm—and of the iris and phlox, which 
flowers he also cultivated in vast numbers, although prefer- 
ence always was given in acreage and attention to his be- 
loved peonies. To wrench a man of his qualities from the 
scenes of his delightful and pleasure-giving activities was 
the first discordant note in a life peculiarly devoted to the 
harmonies and beauties of an earthly existence, which Mr. 
Farr had done so much to adorn. But his name will live 
after him, and the attainments in which he excelled will 
always carry with them the fragrance drawn, as it were 
in a large measure, from the very flower with which the 
name of Farr is intimately associated. In public life Mr. 
Farr had been highly honored by his fellow-citizens of 


Wyomissing by election to the office of chief burgess of- 


the borough, which he was partly instrumental in organ- 
izing, and to membership in the council of the borough. 
In the association of floriculturists and of specialists, Mr. 
Farr was a welcome as well as an ardent member 
and counsellor. He was for several terms president of the 
American Peony Society, of which he was a member for 
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eighteen years. His versatile life demonstrated his gifts 
and acquired skill as a brilliant musician and an acceptable 
singer, and also in the mechanical branches of the musical 
arts, in which he had professionally and as a business man 
attained high rank. Mr. Farr’s civic, social and fraternal 
affiliations linked his name with progressive endeavor, and 


he held -the esteem and confidence of all. 


The Farr family name is one of prominance in New 
England, where it was founded in 1636. The pioneer of 
the family settled in Stowe, Massachusetts, coming from 
England early in the history of emigration from that 
country. He was of rich Puritan ancestry. The death of 
Abraham Farr occurred in Stowe in the year 1689. No 
certain record has been found of an earlier member of this 
family in America, although it is possible that he was a 
son of the pioneer rather than the first immigrant. 

Abraham (2) Farr was unquestionably the next in line, 
and was also a resident of Stowe. He took a worthy part 
in the progress of his time. He married Rachel Foskett. 

Abraham (3) Farr, son of Abraham (2) and Rachel 
(Foskett) Farr, was born March 22, 1761, in Stowe, and 
later removed to Chesterfield, New Hampshire, where he 
died April 29, 1840. He married Polly Harris, who lived 
for almost a century, and as she sat, in her one-hundredth 
year, at her spinning wheel she died. They were the par- 
ents of seven children: Rufus, of whom- further; Amy, 
Jerusha, Polly, Clarissa, Sally, and Ira. 

Rufus Farr, son of Abraham (3) and Polly (Harris) 
Farr, was born March 23,- 1783, at Chesterfield, New 
Hampshire, and died in Windham, Vermont, May 7, 1858. 
He married, October 21, 1810, Susan Stone, bom Novem- 
ber 21, 1789, at Groton, Massachusetts, and died at 
Rochester, Wisconsin, November 16, 1872, daughter of Asa 
and Polly Stone. Their children were: 1. Lurency, born 
November 11, 1811. 2. Eli, born July 15, 1814, died Oc- 
tober 8, 1890. 3. Aurilla, born April 11, 1817. 4. Philesta, 
born June 9, 1820, died at the age of eighteen years. 5. 
Rufus, born August 16, 1823. 6. Merrill H., born April 
16, 1827. 7. Orlando, of further mention. 

Orlando Farr, son of Rufus and Susan (Stone) Farr, 
was born December 9, 1832, at the homestead in Windham, 
Vermont. This hillside farm on Glebe Mountain was de- 
voted for generations to sheep-raising and the production 
of maple sugar, and Orlando Farr was active in these pur- 
suits until 1868, when he went to the Middle West, settling 
in Shannon, Illinois. There he was active in the grain and 
lumber business for about three years, when he removed to 
the State of Iowa, locating at Kamrar, where he acquired 
great acreage and became prosperous. Orlando Farr mar- 
ried Pauline C. Holton, born in North Walcott, Vermont, 
and they were the parents of seven children: 1. Frank, 
died at the age of four years. 2. Bertrand H., of whom 
further. 3. Nellie. 4. Stella, who died in Iowa in 1903. 
5. Florence, who died in youth. 6. Leslie, who also died 
in youth. 7. Edward M. 

Bertrand H. Farr, son of Orlando and Pauline C. (Hol- 
ton) Farr, was born in Windham, Vermont, October 14, 
1863, and was six years of age when the family removed 
to Illinois. At the age of seventeen years he became a 
school teacher. Arriving at the age of twenty years, he 
went to Boston and began the study of piano and voice 
at the New England Conservatory of Music. He also took 
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a thorough course in piano-tuning, and upon his return 
to Webster City, Iowa, he became active in the music 
business. Disposing of his interest in his business, he 
started East with the intention of continuing his musical 
studies in Boston, but he had no more than reached that 
city that he was approached by a Philadelphia music 
house, located on Chestnut Street, in that city. Their offer 
was a handsome one, and Mr. Farr accepted it. He con- 
tinued with that concern until 1891, when he removed to 
Reading. He established an office for his piano-tuning 
business and soon numbered among his patrons some of 
the most important families of this region. In 1890 Mr. 
Farr established a music store in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
in the then new Young Men’s Christian Association Build- 
ing. Upon receipt of an offer in very excellent terms for 
his interest in his Lancaster business, he sold the store a 
few years later to the Weaver Organ Company. In 1904 
Mr. Farr, in association with H. E. Gerhardt, established 
a music business in Reading, and in March, 1909, he bought 
out his partner. He had since conducted the business in- 
dependently and had developed it to the high standard of 
excellence and importance until it held a leading rank 
in musical circles, professional and commercial, in this 
section of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Farr knew that he was possessed of a hobby for 
the amateur cultivation of flowers, with a strong leaning 
toward the perennial classes of the peony, iris and phlox. 
This hobby he began to nourish upon his coming to es- 
tablish his music center in Reading. As the years passed 
he grew and his hobby grew out of the amateur stage to 
become a business man and a business of great importance 
in the world of floriculture, his nurseries at Wyomissing 
eventually demanding virtually all of his attention. He 
specialized in the growing of peonies, issued at unstated 
periods catalogues of this flower, and soon came to be 
recognized as one of the foremost growers of the peony 
in the world. His exhibits at flower shows almost invaribly 
carried off the highest awards. He only recently acquired 
the Conrad Weiser farm, near Womelsdorf, and was re- 
moving the larger part of the peony-growing end of the 
nurseries from Wyomissing, and developing his extensive 
plans for the cultivation of an area of more than two 
hundred acres, when his sudden taking off nipped the plans 
almost in the bud. His going was the more shocking, as 
he had been in the best of health, apparently, and had he 
lived but a few days longer he would have been sixty-one 
years of age; on the anniversary he was to deliver one of 
his pleasantly anticipated lectures of a series on the sub- 


' ject of flowers that he was giving in different parts of the 


Fast. 

A Republican in his political convictions, Mr. Farr had 
for many years been a leader in the ranks of his party, 
although the civic welfare to him stood above all strictly 
partisan considerations. He bore his part well in the 
organization of the borough of Wyomissing, and in Sep- 
tember, 1906, was elected to the highest-office in the gift 
of the people of that town, chief burgess of the borough, 
afterward entering the Council, in whose deliberations he 
gave of his mature judgment and wise counsel, always for 
the public weal. Mr. Farr built the first house in Wyo- 
missing. His presidency of the American Peony Society 


embraced eight years, and he had been a director for’... 
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much of his life. His catalog, the first issue being in 1908, 
was rated as one of the best and most complete catalogs 
of the peony published in America. 

Mr. Farr married Anna Willis, who was born in West 
Mills, near Farmington, Maine, daughter of Warren N. and 
Susan Octavia (Boyden) Willis, natives of the Pine Tree 
State, the family dating back at least as far as 1631 in 
the Colonial era of New England. The wedding took place 
September 9, 1896, in Webster City, Iowa, to which place 
the bride’s family had- removed when she was a small 
child. Mr. Farr then was a resident and a business man 
of Reading. Immediately after their marriage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Farr took up their residence in Wyomissing, in the 
house which Mr. Farr had prepared. They passed all their 
married life in that house. No children were born to 
them. Besides the widow, the only other surviving rela- 
tive of Mr. Farr is his sister, Mrs. J. O. Crawford, of 
Chicago, Illinois. The body of Mr. Farr was laid to rest 
in the family plot in the cemetery at Webster City. 





WALTER A. RINGLER—A native son of Berks 
County, and a leading figure in the development of both 
the county and its metropolis—Reading, serving them 
through different channels of industry, and in the Penn- 
sylvania House of Representatives, Walter A. Ringler has 
added State service to that which he has rendered locally. 
He is a son of William L. and Louisa (Morgandale) 
Ringler, the former of whom is a farmer of Exeter Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania. There were two other 
sons in this family, Charles L. and William H. Ringler, 
both of whom are now deceased. 

Walter A. Ringler was born at the home farm in 
Exeter Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, March 7, 
1879, and completed full courses of public school educa- 
tion. Not inclining to the life of the farm, he chose a 
vocation from among the trades and in due season became 
a skilled machinist. For twenty years he was in the 
employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Com- 
pany. During that period he became identified with 
many of the constructive movements instituted by the 
railroad company, and obtained a broad point of view 
which proved of great value when he came into public 
position which demanded expert knowledge in the plan- 
ning for and awarding of contracts for bridge viaducts 
and other work conducted under county auspices. 

A Democrat in politics, Mr. Ringler was chosen to 
represent his district in the Pennsylvania House of Re- 
presentation, serving with distinction during the session 
of 1917 and again in 1919. In the latter year he was 
elected a commissioner of Berks County, and in 1923 was 
reclected. During the four years of his first term, just 
expired, the commissioners have carried forward an ex- 
tended system of public improvements, and of all move- 
ments undertaken by the board he has been an ardent 
supporter, when not also the leader. These improvements 
include the Bingaman Viaduct, erected at a cost of about 
$1,000,000; the Schuylkill Avenue Bridge, in the city of 
Reading, now (January, 1924) nearing completion, built 
at an expense of nearly $700,000; and the Ontelaunee 
Bridge, between Reading and Hamburg, on the Pottsville 
Turnpike, a fine concrete structure now in use. This 
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work is one in which Mr. Ringler was a deeply interested 
leader. 

In the matter of county roads of concrete, Mr. Ring- 
ler and his associates of the board have since 1919, ac- 
complished a great deal. They laid the first roads of 


that class in the county, and although now many miles 


have been laid, their program for 1924 includes carrying 
forward, on a suitable scale, this needed public improve- 
ment. The State Association of county commissioners will 
hold their annual meeting at Reading in October, 1924, 
and the influence of such a gathering will result in great 
good, particularly to the community in which it is held. 
The name of Mr. Ringler has been suggested as president 
of the Association, and upon him, no doubt, the honor 
will fall. 

Mr. Ringler is now a member of the legislation com- 
mittee of the Association, appointed at the State Con- 
vention held in Altoona, in October, 1922, with two 
others. The purpose of this committee is to carefully scan 
all proposed legislation affecting the counties of the State. 
The County Code was drafted at that convention (1922) 
and has since been adopted. In 1921, an Act was pas- 
sed by the Pennsylvania Legislature providing for the 
establishment of a tuberculosis hospital in each county 
of the State. Berks County had been supporting, for 
fourteen years, a smaller hospital for the treatment of 
that disease, but by private subscription. This hospital 
was taken over by the county commissioners, and it is 
now a county institution. The foregoing record of some 
of the public-spirited advance made in county affairs 
during the period Mr. Ringler has been a member of the 
board, show a fine civic spirit and a true regard for the 
permanent welfare of the county as a whole. While one 
man cannot constitute a board, it is only fair to state 
that Mr. Ringler is regarded as one of the able members of 
this board of county commissioners and largely respon- 
sible for many of the improvements completed and con- 
templated. . 

Mr. Ringler is a member of many organizations, frater- 
nal, civic and social, including: Oley Lodge, No. 218, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Court Conrad Weiser, 
No. 199, Foresters of America; the Bavarian Association; 
the Union Fire Company, No. 13; the Philadelphia and 
Reading Relief Association; the Federation of Railway 
Workers of America; the Lake View Country Club; the 
Americus Club; the Electric Wheelmen’s Club; the Union 
Fire Association; and Trinity Lutheran Church, of Reading. 

Walter A. Ringler married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
June 25, 1921, Mary S. Hartenstine, of Saint Peters, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, daughter of Jacob S. and 
Ida Hartenstine. The Ringler home is at No. 47 South 
Eighth Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Hardly yet entered within the portals of that mystical 
period called the “prime of life,’ Mr. Ringler, with the 
experience of the past to encourage and guide him, may 
regard the future as hopefully as he can review the past 
with satisfaction. He has played well his part, and men 
both admire and respect him. 


LEONARD G. YODER—For the past eighteen years 
legal advance has felt the influence of Leonard G. Yoder’s 
activity in Reading, and as a prominent and representative 


BIOGRAPHICAL 223 


lawyer of the day, Mr. Yoder is taking leading rank in the 
local progress. He is a son of Franklin S. and Amelia 
(Gerhart) Yoder, his father the proprietor of a prosperous 
harness business in Wernersville and a progressive and 
highly esteemed citizen. The mother is now deceased. 
Leonard G. Yoder was born in Wernersville, this county, 
October 5, 1878. Receiving his early education in the 
public schools, he later became a graduate of Wernersville 
High School, and continuing his studies in the Keystone 
State Normal School at Kutztown, he was also graduated 
from that institution in due course. Taking up his pro- 
fessional preparations in Franklin and Marshall College 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, he completed his study of law 
under the able preceptorship of Judge George W. Wagner. 
Admitted to the bar of Berks County in 1906, Mr. Yoder 
has since been active in practice in Reading, and now holds 
foremost rank in the professional advance of his day. 
Profoundly familiar with legal practice and precedent, and 
always in close touch with current advance, Mr. Yoder’s 
ability as a trial lawyer makes him a dreaded adversary 
and a widely sought ally. He is a Democrat by political 
affiliation, but his only public service thus far has been 
the office of prison solicitor, which he has ably filled for 
the past decade. Fraternally, Mr. Yoder is affiliated with 
the Patriotic Order Sons of America, of Wernersville; Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of Wernersville; Royal Ar- 
canum, of Reading; and Maccabees. His clubs are the 
Americus; and the Northeastern Democratic Association; 
and he attends St. Mark’s Reformed Church, of Reading. 
Leonard G. Yoder married, at Wernersville, in Septem- 
ber, 1900, Carrie May Flickinger, daughter of Henry P. 
and Clara (Sherman) Flickinger, her father for many years 
railway station agent at Wernersville, both parents now 
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Yoder are the parents of three 
children: Russell Henry; Irene Hazel; and Dorothy May. 
The family residence is at No. 915 McKnight Street. 


AARON S. HORNBERGER—tThe career of Aaron 
S. Hornberger, of Berks County, Pennsylvania, is a record 
of worthy achievement in an important realm, for he has 
been identified with the Knitting Mills of this region for 
more than forty years and for nearly half of that period 
has been at the head of the Mohnton Knitting Mills. Mr. 
Hornberger is an eminently efficient and progressive busi- 
ness executive, alert to the movement of the times, closely 
in touch with every phase of industrial activity relevant 
to his work, and interested in every branch of general ad- 
vance. He is a member of one of the most important and 
highly honored families of this region. 

The Hornberger family, which has long been established 
in Berks and nearby counties, was founded in this section 
by Johann Carl (Charles) Hornberger, who came to this 
country from Switzerland, accompanied by his son, Con- 
rad, and other members of his family. His wife, Anna 
Eva Hornberger, was a member of the group which set 
sail on the “Alexandria Ann.” Another son died on the 
voyage and was buried at sea, and it is thought that 
possibly other children made the trip with their parents. 
The family Bible, which was brought over by the pioneer 
and which contained the family record, has subsequently 
been destroyed. Records of Brecknock Township in 1759 
-prove that Johann Carl Hornberger paid £9 as a Federal 
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tax in that year, and his will was probated in 1786, in 
which year he died. His mention of himself in his will 
was as an aged man, and the children remembered in that 
document were: Conrad, of whom further; George Fred- 
erick; Maria Eva; and John Jacob, the last-mentioned a 
resident of Lancaster County. 

Conrad Hornberger, son of the pioneer and his associate 
in his early ventures in the New World, was a blacksmith 
by trade, and resided in Brecknock Township, near 
Gouglersville, owning nearly three hundred acres of .land. 
Ye married Catharine Huffert, and his death occurred in 
1796. The children of these parents mentioned in the 
father’s will were: David; Conrad, of whom further; 
Carl; Margaret; Catharine; Magdalena; and Mary. 

Conrad (2) Hornberger was born October 6, 1771, and 
became a prominent farmer and distiller, inheriting his 
father’s estate, which he eventually divided among his 
three sons. He died June 20, 1851, at an advanced age, 
and is buried in Gouglersville. Conrad (2) Hornberger 
married Elizabeth Mosser, who was born December 25, 
1779, and died on the seventy-sixth anniversary of her 
birth. They were the parents of twelve children: 1. 
Isaac, who married Hannah Ruth. 2. William H., of fur- 
ther mention. 3. John, who married Hannah Grant. 4. 
Kate, wife of George Marks, Jr., of Cumru Township. 5. 
Joseph, who married (first) Catharine Spatz, who died 
leaving eleven children; (second) Mary Burns, who died, 
leaving one son; and (third) Barbara Warner. 6. Eliza- 
beth, wife of Joseph Hemmig, of Cumru Township. 7. 
Conrad (3), who lived to the age of ninety years, two 
months and one day, and was a prominent hotel man; 
married Bertha Hemmig. 8. Catherine, married Jonathan 
Miller. 9. Susan, married Jeremiah Moore. 10. Emanuel. 
11. Richard, who married Polly Grill. 12. Mary, wife of 
John Brendel. 

William H. Hornberger, second child and second son of 
Conrad (2) and Elizabeth (Mosser) Hornberger, was born 
in Brecknock Township, February 4, 1804, and died Dec- 
ember 1, 1887. He was celebrated as a horseman, and 
began working with horses when only a child. When 
still only fourteen years of age he drove a six-horse team 
and Conestoga wagon, a large roomy vehicle for the 
transporting of passengers. This was before the days of 
even canals, not to mention railroads, and he made 
frequent trips to Philadelphia, carrying freight and pas- 
sengers. In his various trips he endured all the hardships 
of pioneer times, braving robbers and murderers, but his 
courage and physical strength were so greatly admired 
that he was never attacked. He was also active as a 
farmer and owned a large tract of land in Cumru Town- 
ship, also other lands in this general section. He was 
considered a model man, for he had no bad habits and 
was very spiritually-minded. In politics a Republican, he 
was for some years supervisor of his township and was 
always influential in the community. William H. Horn- 
berger married Nellie Deeds, daughters of Henry W. and 
Mary (Warner) Deeds, of Cumru Township. She was 
born April 3, 1806, and died January 1, 1888. They 
were the parents of seven children: 1. Harriet, wife of 
Reuben Gring. 2. Cyrus D., of further mention. 3. 
Joseph D., who married Anna Louisa A. Yost. 4. William, 
who married Amanda Hemmig. 5. Ellen, wife of Joseph 


. 


Swartz. 6. Mary, wife of Samuel K. Miller, of Mohnton. 
7. Catharine, wife of Henry Trout. 

Cyrus D. Hornberger, second child and eldest son of 
this family, was born in Cumru Township, July 14, 1832, 
and lived to an advanced age, spending the sunset of 
life after his retirement in March, 1906, in the city of 
Reading. In his youth he was active in the manufacture 
of gun barrels, then did carpenter work, and in 1879 built 
the present Hornberger homestead in Mohnton.. He later 
also built a brick house in Mohnton, where he lived until 
coming to Reading. For fifteen years he manufactured 
hats in a factory which he himself erected, and in 1866 
he built a gristmill, developing his own water power and 
later selling the property to Reuben Grins. He also built 
the water-power of the Globe Hat Works, later owned by 
his son, Aaron S. Hornberger. Cyrus D. Hornberger 
was considered one of the leading citizens of his day, and 
donated the land which comprises the right-of-way of the 
Reading & Southwestern Street Railway Company, making 
this an inducement to the concern to build their line to 
his home community. He was the only man to come 
forward with such a proposal, and the village owes much 
to his public spirit in thus doing. Cyrus D. Hornberger 
married, October 1, 1854, Caroline Spatz, who was born 
December 8, 1833, and was a daughter of John and Mary 
(Heberling) Spatz, of Cumru Township. They were the 
parents of six children: 1. Milton S., who died in 1886. 
2. Joanna, who married the late Jacob Westley. 3. Jos- 
ephus S. 4. Aaron S., of further mention. 5. Cyrus. 6. 
Emma, who died in 1886, at the age of fourteen years. 

Aaron S. Hornberger, fourth child and third son of 
Cyrus D. and Caroline (Spatz) Hornberger, was born 
in Berks County in 1863. He received a practical educa- 
tion in the public schools of his native section, and from 
his boyhood revealed a strong and constructive interest 
in the industrial progress of the time. The many business 
affairs which shared the attention of his honored father 
were very naturally more or less familiar to him, and 
through them he gained a clear idea of progressive busi- 
ness activity. Early in life he was actively employed in 
connection with the interests of his father, and in 1854 
identified himself with a local knitting mill. This step 
was, it might be stated, prophetic of his future career. 
for Mr. Hornberger’s life long interests have been parallel 
with the progress of his native village of Mohnton. He 
remained permanently in the activities of the knitting 
mills of this region, and in 1907 he purchased a control- 
ling interest in the Mohnton Knitting Mills. Shortly 
absorbing the entire enterprise, he has since conducted it 
with large efficiency and with ever-growing success. Mr. 
Hornberger’s progressive spirit and staunch integrity have 
been the most important factors in his success, and these 
qualities are recognized and respected by everyone who 
knows his record of achievement. He has other interests 
and controls other properties, but it is as the head and 
manager of the Mohnton Knitting Mills that he is most 
widely known, and it is in this capacity that he chooses 
to leave the mark of his individuality on the annals of 
his home community. Mr. Hornberger has long been a 
director of the Mohnton Trust Company, also the Shil- 
lington Bank, and he is one of the broadly influential 
men of the day in his realm of industrial activity. A 
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Republican by political affiliation, he cares little for the 
honors or emoluments of office, but when public service 
has been presented to him as a duty he has fulfilled its 
responsibilities faithfully and well. For thirty-three years 
he served as notary public, and for eight years was a 
member of the Borough Council and for six years served 
‘on the Board of Education, while for thirty-five years 
he has been active as surveyor for Cumru Township. 
Fraternally, Mr. Hornberger is identified with the Masonic 
Order, also the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 





WILLIAM RICHARD MOHN-—A member of one 
of the old and distinguished families of Berks County, 
and a progressive and successful citizen, William Richard 
Mohn is a noteworthy figure in present-day advance in this 
part of Pennsylvania, being affiliated with various finan- 
cial and business affairs, and a prominent official of the 
Mohn Brother’s Hat Company, Inc., which was founded 
by his family and has remained under the same general 
name since its inception. Mr. Mohn is a son of Richard 
Mohn, and the sixth generation from the pioneer. 

The Mohn family was founded in Pennsylvania and 
in America in 1733, by Johannes Mohn, who was born 
in Germany in 1700, and came to America, bringing his 
wife and four children. They made the voyage on the 
ship “Elizabeth,” sailing from Rotterdam, and landing 
on this side during the summer, the record of Johannes 
Mohn’s qualification having been made August Dy Ses i a 
The ages of Johannes Mohn and his family were given 
as follows: Johannes, of John, thirty-three; Margaret, his 
wife, forty-four; Marica (Anglicized as Maria) ten; Ma- 
tiles, or Magdalena, eight; Vernor, or Werner, six; Conon 
Ludwig, three and one-half. Johannes Mohn, as he was 
known after settling in Pennsylvania, took up one hun- 
dred and seventy-four acres of land in 1737, and seven 
years later, seventy-one additional acres. Later purchases 
of land brought his realty holdings to very wide extent, 
and he died in 1764. Ludwig Mohn, youngest child of 
the pioneers, was active in farming in this vicinity until 
after the Revolution, then went to Brecknock Township, 
now known as Spring Township, where he continued 
farming activities until his death in January, 1796. He 
married Anna Odilia Bautz, and they were the parents 
of five sons: John; Ludwig; Henry; Daniel, of whom 
further; and Peter; and three daughters: Susanna; Eli- 
zabeth; and Margaret. The daughters allied the family 
in marriage with other prominent names of that early 
time, Hatt, Geyer and Albright, respectively. 

Daniel Mohn, the next in line, was active in farming 
in Brecknock Township until his decease in 1846, having 
been a youth when the family removed to that section. 
He married Barbara Albright, and they were the parents 
of twelve children: Daniel; John; William, of further 
mention; Benjamin; Henry; Joseph; Elizabeth; Cath- 
arine; Sarah; Selina; Maria; and Polly. 

William Mohn was born in Mohn’s Hill, September 6, 
1804. He bought the homestead from his father, and 
was active in farming there for some time, but later 
removed to Adamstown, where he conducted a flour mill 
busincss for ten years. He was a leader in religious affairs 
in the Evangelical Church, and established the church and 
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school at Mohn’s Hill, his son, Jeremiah G., later pur- 
chasing the property and presenting it to the church or- 
ganization as a memorial to his parents. William Mohn 
died January 23, 1889. Thrice married, his first wife 
was Polly Gerner, and their children were: James G.; 
Cyrus; Henry G.; William G.; Jeremiah G.; Richard, 
of whom further; and John G.; and two daughters: 
Susanna, wife of Elias Redcay; and Catharine, wife of 
George Hendel. 

Richard Mohn, sixth son of William and Polly (Gerner) 
Mohn, was born at the homestead on Mohn’s Hill, June 
23, 1844. Educated in the local schools and at Adams- 
town, in Lancaster County, he was still a youth when the 
Civil War broke out, but before its close, on February 
23, 1864, he enlisted in Company B, 55th Regiment, Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer Infantry, and saw action in the battles 
of Cold Harbor and Petersburg, also in the Richmond 
Campaign. He received his honorable discharge August 
31, 1865. For some time after returning to civilian life, 
Richard Mohn was employed by his brother, Henry G. 
Mohn, in a grist mill at Adamstown, then, after working 
for a time in a hat factory, he came to Reading, in 1871, 
and identified himself with the important firm of J. G. 
Mohn & Brothers, in the manufacture of wool hats. He 
became largely prominent, serving as a director of the 
National Union Bank, of Reading, and supporting many 
civic and welfare interests. He was a Republican by 
political faith, and served on the School Board from 
the Tenth Ward. For many years he was a member of 
McLean Post, No. 16, Grand Army of the Republic. 
His death occurred June 20, 1918. Richard Mohn mar- 
ried, on January 6, 1870, Elizabeth Prutzman, daughter 
of Samuel Prutzman, of Adamstown, and they were the 
parents of four children: 1. Edgar P., whose death oc- 
curred in 1906. 2. William Richard, of further mention. 
3. Elizabeth A., wife of W. George Edmonson, assistant 
engineer of motive power in the employ of the Philadel- 
phia & Reading Railroad Company and a resident of 
Reading. 4. Earl S. The mother of these children died 
December 29, 1913. 

William Richard Mohn was born August 19, 1873, and 
following his elementary studies, he attended Reading 
High School, from which he was graduated in 1893, then 
spent two years at the University of Pennsylvania. His 
early business experience was in the capacity of clerk 
in the Second National Bank, of Reading, but a short 
time later he became identified with the American Iron 
and Steel Company, at Lebanon, Pennsylvania, remain- 
ing for five years. He then went to Pine Grove, Penn- 
sylvania, where for a time he was manager of the estate 
of the late ex-Mayor Weimer, of Lebanon. During his 
residence in Pine Grove, Mr. Mohn bore a part in the 
organization of the Pine Grove National Bank, which was 
open for business in May, 1906. One of the original 
directors of this institution, Mr. Mohn is still serving. 
Mr. Mohn also became identified with the Mohn Brothers 
Hat Company, Inc., of Reading, and is now vice-president 
of that concern. This company was organized more than 
fifty years ago to take over the hat factory theretofore 
conducted by their brother-in-law, George Hendel. The 
associates in the concern were: Jeremiah G. Mohn, Rich- 
ard Mohn, John G. Mohn, and William Mohn. Begin- 
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ning operations with some fifty employees, their first 
year’s production was 10,000 dozen hats. Various re- 
organizations and changes in the concern occurred as the 
hand of death removed one or another’ of the founders. 
The history of the enterprise was by no means cloudless, 
for at three different times the plant was destroyed by 
fire. The dauntless courage and faith in the future, which 
inspired their pioneer ancestors to venture into unknown 
lands, carried the brothers through all these vicissitudes, 
and the plant is now one of the important industrial 
organizations of Reading. The concern now employs 
several hundred people, and the annual product amounts 
to upwards of 150,000 dozen hats, while the scope of 
their business extends throughout the United States and 
Canada, also to foreign countries, largely in South 
America. 

As a leading executive of this concern, William Richard 
Mohn holds a noteworthy position in present-day ad- 
vance in Reading, and his influence in many branches of 
organized endeavor is of importance. He is prominent 
in the Masonic Order, being a member of Mt. Lebanon 
Lodge, No. 226, Free and Accepted Masons, of Lebanon; 
Weidel Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Hermit Comman- 
dery, Knights Templar, also of Lebanon; and Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. He is also a member of the Wyomissing Club 
and the Lebanon Country Club. His religious affiliation 
is with the First United Evangelical Church, and he 
succeeded his uncle, Jeremiah G. Mohn, as a trustee of 
this church. He resides at No. 1045 Penn Street, Reading. 


GEORGE EDWIN SHETRONE, M.D.—In Dr. 
Shetrone the people of Reading, Pennsylvania, have come 
to recognize a leading figure in the younger professional 
group. Dr. Shetrone has the advantage of an excellent 
preparation for his work, and with a comprehensive 
education and his unusually wide institutional experience 
he has established himself on a secure and permanent 
basis in Shillington. Dr. Shetrone has developed a very 
considerable practice, and is going forward unquestionably 
to ever larger success. He is a son of George S. and 
Ella A. Shetrone, his father a manufacturer’s agent, re- 
presenting the Atlantic Refining Company until his death, 
at a comparatively early age, in November, 1920. 

George Edwin (G. Edwin) Shetrone was born in Colum- 
bia, Pennsylvania, September 28, 1898. His education 
was begun in the public schools of York and he attended 
both the York and Easton high schools. Thereafter en- 
tering Lafayette College, he covered the course in arts 
and letters at that institution, then took up his profes- 
sional preparations at Hahnemann Medical College, in 
Philadelphia, from which he received his degree of Med- 
ical Doctor in the class of 1921. Dr. Shetrone first served 
as interne at the Women’s Homeopathic Hospital, at 
Philadelphia, then, later, was active as resident physician 
at the Reading Homeopathic Hospital. He then began 
his professional career, establishing his offices at No. 34 
Lancaster Avenue, in Shillington. He has won the es- 
teem and confidence of the entire community, and in 
his steady progress along professional lines, he is demon- 
strating marked ability. During the World War, Dr. 


Shetrone served in the Medical Training Corps of the 


First Regiment Armory, in Philadelphia, and at all times 
he Iends his influence to worthy endeavor of whatsoever 
nature. Fraternally he is affiliated with Easton Lodge, 
No. 152, Free and Accepted Masons; and the Pi Upsilon 
Rhu, a medical National society. He also is member 
of the State and County Homeopathic Medical societies, 
and of the staff of the Homceopathic Hospital. Dr. 
Shetrone’s church membership is with the First Reformed 
Church, of Easton, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. George Edwin Shetrone married, September 6, 1923, 
Jane Reed, daughter of Charles and Dorothea Reed, of 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania. 


THOMAS CALVIN CHRIST—The foundations of 
the success of Thomas Calvin Christ include not only the 
ability to handle large affairs and foresee the trend of 
business progress, but also a natural gift in the realm 
of art and his keen appreciation of the significance of 
artistic work as applied to his realm of production. Mr. 
Christ is a worthy citizen, a progressive business executive, 
and holds the unqualified esteem and confidence of every 
one who comes in touch with his activities. He is a 
son of Charles and Amelia Christ, his father active as 
a school teacher and farmer in early life, but later a 
contractor by occupation. 

Thomas Calvin Christ was born in Bernviile, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 8, 1880. Receiving his early education in 
the Reading schools, he later attended the Inter-State 
Commercial College, and meanwhile started life as a news- 
boy. From childhood he took a deep interest in art 
and had the advantage of instruction of Professor H. W. 
Sharadin, of Kutztown, when only a young lad. Prac- 
tical considerations led Mr. Christ to identify himself with 
manufacturing interests, and he secured a position with 
the William F. Remppis Company, of Reading, in the 
capacity of clerk. This concern manufactured on a large 
scale ornamental iron work in great variety. A few years 
later Mr. Christ became identified with the Reading 
Hardware Company in their designing department, but 
as time passed, his former master, Professor Sharadin, 
sought him as an assistant, and he was thus for several 
years closely associated with the progress of art in this 
section. In 1904, however, he returned to the manufac- 
turing field, in which he became one of the founders 
of the present business, which is known as the Crescent 
Brass Manufacturing Company. Beginning as clerk, he 
has risen through the various grades of responsibility to 
the presidency of the concern, in which he is now serving, 
also acting as general manager. The company produces 
brass, bronze and aluminum castings, also numerous af- 
ticles of hardware of various descriptions. They also 
manufacture gas and electric fittings. Mr. Christ is a man 
of high enthusiasm in his work, and his leadership in 
the organization is counting in a very definite and positive 
way for its progress. He is further active in the business 
world as a director of the People’s Trust Company, of 
Wyomissing. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Lodge No. 
62, Free and Accepted Masons, and all Masonic bodies 
up to and including, the thirty-second degree, and is a 
member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
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the Historical Society of Berks County, the Reading 
Country Club, the Reading Automobile Club, and the 
Temple Club. His religious affiliation is with St. Paul’s 
Reformed Church. 

Thomas Calvin Christ married (first), October 24, 1906, 
in Reading, Jeniphor Painter, daughter of Enoch T. and 
Charlotte Painter, who died November 13, 1916. Mr. 
Christ married (second), June 4, 1918, in Reading, Viola 
Janet Baker, daughter of Ephraim F. and Anna Baker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Christ are the parents of two children: 
Frances Louise, born April 20, 1920; and Marie Janet. 
born January 22, 1922. 





REV. LEE MARCUS ERDMAN—The devoted 
endeavors of Rev. Lee Marcus Erdman throughout his 
active career thus far, covering some seventeen years, have 
carried him to an outstanding position in ecclesiastical 
circles in Berks County, and his leadership in various 
branches of worthy and constructive endeavor forms an 
influence of permanent significance to the people. He is 
a man of brilliant talent and excellent training, while in 
his capacity as pastor of St. Thomas’ Reformed Church, 
‘of Reading, he holds an important position in present- 
day advance. He is further influential in civic and econo- 
mic affairs and takes a particular interest in the progress 
of education. 

The Erdman family is one of more than passing prom- 
inence in Pennsylvania and has long been established in 
Lehigh County. John Erdman, Mr. Erdman’s grandfa- 
ther, was born at the ancestral home of the family in 
Saucon, in that county, June 17, 1803, and died Decem- 
ber 26, 1883. John Erdman was a farmer by occupation, 
and a leading Democrat of his time. He married Hannah 
E. Keck, also a member of a pioneer family of that 
section, and they were the parents of four sons and sev- 
eral daughters. The sons were: Edmund, Lewis B., of fur- 
ther mention; Dr. J. Dallas, and Oliver. 

Lewis B. Erdman, second son of the above family, was 
born in Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, February 
10, 1841, and is still living at the advanced age of 
nearly eighty-four years. He was very prominent during 
his active career as a merchant, conducting a general 
store at Ruchville, in Lehigh County. He later conduc- 
ted a dry goods and grocery interest at Allentown and 
continued thus active until his retirement in 1904. Long 
active in the public service, he filled the office of city 
assessor, of Allentown, during several terms, and served in 
the Union Army during the Civil War, as a volunteer. 
A man of deep religious principles, he has for many years 
been an elder of Zion’s Reformed Church, of Allentown. 
Lewis B. Erdman married Alice M. Schadt, who was 
born September 28, 1852, and is also still living, at an 
advanced age. Mrs. Erdman is a daughter of Owen 
Schadt, who was born June 29, 1824, son of Abraham 
Schadt. Owen Schadt married Sarah Burkhalter, who was 
born March 26, 1826, and was a daughter of Daniel 
Burkhalter. Both these names also represent old and 
honored families of Pennsylvania. Lewis B. and Alice M. 
(Schadt) Erdman are the parents of four children: +1. 
Ira T., born October 10, 1873, an attorney-at-law, in 
Allentown. 2. Lee Marcus, of further mention. 3. Guy 
Dallas, who died in infancy. 4. Rhea A., born in 1893, 


raw) 


now the wife of Professor Ralph P. Holben, Ph. D., 
assistant professor of Sociology at Dartmouth College, at 
Hanover, New Hampshire. 

Lee Marcus Erdman was born in Ruchville, Lehigh 
County, Pennsylvania, September 9, 1883. He first at- 
tended the public schools of Allentown, where the family 
removed in his infancy, and he later entered the Allen- 
town High School, from which he was graduated in 1900. 
In the fall of the same year he entered Muhlenberg Col- 
lege, which he attended for three years, then completed 
his studies in the liberal arts with one year at Franklin 
and Marshall College, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, from 
which institution he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. He then prepared for his chosen profession at the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church, at Lan- 
caster, from which he was graduated in the class of 1907. 
Rev. Mr. Erdman was first active as assistant pastor of 
St. Thomas’ Reformed Church at Reading. Before his 
graduation from theological school, he supplied this pul- 
pit during the vacations of the pastor. For two years 
he served as assistant to the venerable pastor, Rev. John 
P. Stein, D. D., whose death occurred in 1909. Then by 
the unanimous call from the same church he was made 
pastor and he has now served in this position of respon- 
sibility and dignity for a period of fifteen years. His 
career thus far has accordingly been devoted to the 
development and growth of this one congregation, and 
Rev. Mr. Erdman has the great happiness of seeing his 
efforts blessed with abundant fruition. During his pastor- 
ate of this church the membership has increased from 
450 to 1,100, a fact which in itself reveals most clearly 
his earnest endeavors and his strong influence. Through 
his efforts, supported by the congregation and encouraged 
by the community, the church property has been freed 
from debt, while he has widened the scope of its activities 
in many directions. The church has been re-built, the 
Sunday school building and parish house erected, and the 
church now includes many institutional features, a gym- 
nasium and educational classes, under a trained director 
and social activities. 

Not only in his pulpit utterances, but in his written 
work, Rev. Mr. Erdman is exerting strong influences for 
religious progress. He has for some years been a con- 
tributor to the “Reformed Church Review” and various 
religious papers, his convincing and logical presentation 
of many topics giving him at once the respect and in- 
terest of his readers. When he has been able to do so, 
Rev. Mr. Erdman has taken advantage of the opportunity 
to travel, and in 1911 made an extended tour of Europe. 
His keen observation of secular, as well as religious, af- 
fairs on the Continent led to his conclusions. to the effect 
that the various countries of Europe were in imminent dan- 
ger of war. Upon his return to America he became an ur- 
gent advocate of armed preparedness on the part of the 
United States, and both in his spoken word and in his 
writings, made great stress of this point. When America 
finally became involved in European affairs, he did all 
in his power to encourage and aid the home endeavors 
of the period and his work resulted in much good. Rev. 
Mr. Erdman is a member of the Commission on Week. 
Day Religious Education of the Reformed Church, a 
trustee of Franklin & Marshall College, of Lancaster, 
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Pennsylvania, and of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, of Reading, and was one of the organizers and 
formerly a director of the Northeastern Trust Company. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with Lodge’ No. 62, Free and 
Accepted Masons, and he is otherwise affiliated with organ- 
ized advance as a member and former president of the 
Berks County Conservation Association, secretary of the 
Reading Reformed Ministerial Association, former presi- 
dent of the Spiritual Conference of the Reformed Church 
and chaplain of the Huguenot Society of Pennsylvania. 
His clubs are the Wyomissing and Berkshire Country. 
Rev. Lee Marcus Erdman married, October 8, 1912, at 
Reading, Ella Louise Nolde, who was born in Reading, 
July 31, 1890, and is a daughter of Jacob and Lydia 
(Lorah) Nolde, her father president of the Nolde & 
Horst Company. Rev. Lee Marcus and Mrs. Erdman 
are the parents of two children: Alice Louise, born 
November 5, 1913; and Carl Lewis, born August 3, 1915. 


CAPTAIN FREDERICK SHEARER BOAS— 
The life of Captain Frederick Shearer Boas was a record 
of high achievement in more than one realm. As a lead- 
ing industrial executive of Reading he was widely known 
in the lumber business, and as an officer of the Civil 
War, and also the National Guard, he won. distinction 
and was universally honored, while in fraternal and other 
lines of organized endeavor he bore a worthy and estim- 
able part in the progress of his day. Captain Boas was 
such a man as all too seldom is given to the world, and 


‘his death, which occurred February 25, 1888, was a sad 


loss to many circles. It is eminently fitting that his 
name should be inscribed in these permanent records of 
Berks County. 

The pioneer of the Boas family in America was Rev. 
William Boas, who was born in Wiirttemberg, Germany, 
and came to this country in early life, settling in Reading. 
He was a clergyman of the German Reformed Church 
and became one of the foremost leaders of religious ad- 
vance in his day. A man of deep spiritual experience 
and lofty attainments, he served various scattered con- 
gregations of the small pioneer communities, going from 
place to place on horseback. He was so intensely devoted 
to his work that not even the hand of trouble dismayed 
him. He suffered a paralytic stroke, which rendered his 
left side helpless, and from that time until his death 
he was unable to use his limbs. Still he accomplished 
his duties in the vocation of his choice. He would get 
help to mount his faithful horse, which learned to carry 
him about with scarcely any guidance. Preaching at one 
church, after dismounting with aid, he would again be 
helped to the saddle and go on to the next church. Under 
such trying circumstances did he serve the people of this 
region during the latter years of his life, and his daunt- 
less courage and devotion to duty form a record which 
may well inspire future generations to emulation. He 
died November 28, 1814, at the age of seventy-five years. 
Rev. William Boas married Barbara Epler, also a.member 
of an early pioneer family of Berks County, and they 
were the parents of eight children: 1. John, of further 


mention. 2. Jacob. 3. Frederick. 4. William. 5. Daniel. 
6. Barbara, wife of Jacob Le Van. 7. Catharine, wife of 
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Abraham Wanner. 8. Elizabeth, wife of Frederick Knapp. 
The mother of these children died in Reading. 

John Boas, son of Rev. William and Barbara (Epler) 
Boas, was born in Reading, March 17, 1774. Reared in 
this city, and perhaps, because of the hardships of his 
father’s self-sacrificing life, endowed with a practical turn 
of mind, he became a manufacturer of hats and carried 
forward one of the earliest interests in this field in Berks 
County. His home residence was a‘ brick structure on 
South Fifth Street, which had been in the family for 
more than a century and is now occupied by Dr. Kurtz. 
John Boas was one of the prominent citizens of Reading, 
and through his long and active lifetime he was considered 
one of the most estimable and useful men of his time. 
He died August 8, 1860, at the advanced age of eighty- 
six years. John Boas married Susanna Herbine, who 
was born in Bern Township, and their children were: 
John; Daniel H., of further mention; and Catharine. The 
mother died at the South Fifth Street home, and both 
parents were members of the Universalist Church. 

Daniel Herbine Boas, son of John and Susanna (Her- 
bine) Boas, was born September 28, 1800, in the South 
Fifth Street home, and was reared and educated in Read- 
ing. As a young man he learned the hatter’s trade and 
was associated with his father in this line of manufac- 
ture until 1830. He then established himself in the 
lumber business, and later his son, Captain Frederick 
Shearer Boas, became a member of the firm. Daniel H. 
Boas was a man of the highest principles, noted in the 
community as a worthy and upright business executive, 
and continued active until his death on October 6, 1852, 
only a few days after the fifty-second anniversary of his 
birth. He also was a member of the Universalist Church, 
and in every phase of his life and career, was a worthy 
and exemplary citizen. Daniel Herbine Boas married Eliza- 
beth Shearer, daughter of John Shearer, of Reading, and 
also a member of a prominent family. Mrs. Boas was 
born July 10, 1800, and died December 30, 1858. They 
were the parents of seven children: 1. Mary Ann, who 
was born in 1824, and married George W. Goodrich 
2. Elizabeth, who was born in 1827, and became the 
wife of Daniel B. Kerper. 3. Catharine, born in 1828. 
4, Captain Frederick Shearer, whose name entitles this 
review. 5. Susan A. 6. Albert D., born in 1838. 7. Clara, 
born in 1840, the wife of Dr. Henry Austin. 

Captain Frederick Shearer Boas, fourth child and eld- 
est son of Daniel Herbine and Elizabeth (Shearer) Boas, 
was born November 10, 1834, and died February 235, 
1888. He received his education in the local schools of 
Reading, and was still a very young man when he en- 
tered the lumber business of which his father was the 
head. Continuing with his father until the death of 
the latter, Mr. Boas then succeeded to the business as 
owner and manager, and continued active throughout his 
lifetime in this enterprise. A man of progressive ideas 
and always alert to the possibilities of the time, he made 
a large success of all his activities, which, in addition to 
dealing extensively in lumber, both wholesale and retail, 
he carried on very considerable building operations 
throughout Berks County. 

From early life Mr. Boas was deeply interested in the 
military organizations of the State, and in 1855 he became 
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identified with the “Reading Rifles,” one of the most 
famous military bodies of the mid-nineteenth century. 
This company became widely-famed for the perfection of 
its equipment and discipline, and many eminent military 
officers visited Reading at different times for the ex- 
pressed purpose of witnessing military tactics as inter- 
preted by this regiment. When Civil War threatened the 
disruption of the Union, Captain Boas organized Com- 
pany I, of the 20th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry. This company comprised one hundred and ten 
men, and was mustered into the service in September, 
1862. Greatly to his disappointment the company saw 
only a very short period of military activity, for this 
regiment was discharged the latter part of the same month, 
and, accordingly, the company was active for only two 
weeks. 

In every interest of the people of Reading, Mr. Boas 
bore a worthy and progressive part, and in_ political 
affairs was a strong Democrat. He served on what was 
then known as the seleect branch of the City Council from 
the old Southwest Ward from 1858 to 1861 and was 
made president of that body during the last year of that 
period. For a time he was active as secretary and one 
of the building committee of the South Reading Market 
House, also acting as secretary of the West Reading 
Railroad Company before its merger with the great Phil- 
adelphia & Reading Railroad. Fraternal interests com- 
manded a large share of his time and attention, and as 
early as June, 1856, he united with Lodge No. 62, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he became sub- 
sequently an official in various capacities. He participated 
in the organization of St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, of this 
order, of which he was Worshipful Master; was also a 
member of Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch Masons, 
of which he was High Priest; and Reading Commandcry, 
No. 42, Knights Templar. 

In his work in this connection his associates on the 
board found his share in their activities inspirational to 
a marked degree. It is to his credit also that City Hall 
was arranged and furnished for the working of Masonry, 
a small group of brother Masons cooperating with him 
in the movement which brought about this end. One 
of the greatest interests of Mr. Boas throughout its exis- 
tence was the Masonic Home, which he represented for 
a considerable period as a member of the board of man- 
agers. The St. John’s Lodge presented to the Masonic 
Home, following the death of Mr. Boas, a_ brilliantly 
executed and life-like oil painting of their deceased broth- 
er, painted by Amos Gable, a fellow-member of St. John’s 
Lodge and a noted artist. The portrait was presented to 
the Home on the occasion of a special meeting for this 
purpose, E. H. Shearer, of the same lodge, making the 
presentation address. In this connection Mr. Shearer said 
(in part) in tribute to the memory of his brother Mason: 

In Masonic work, and Masonic jurisprudence, he stood 
second to none in his district, and his earnestness in- 
fused life and activity into freemasonury, which made 
itself felt beyond the limits of his own Lodge. For the 
sincerity with which he devoted time and labor to the 
welfare of his Lodge, we cheerfully acknowledge that 
we owe him a dett of gratitude. 

At a time when Masonic work was dragging, and dis- 
cordant elements had matters well in hand at Reading, 


Bro, Boas was brought to the front, by being made 
Worshipful Master of Lodge No, 62, to restore harmony, 


OP a 


and to lead in a revival which would place the Fratern- 
ity there abreast with it elsewhere. The work then 
accomplished marks a new era in the history of Free- 
masonry in that locality, and received the favorable 
notice of the then Grand Officers of the Right Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Boas was among the first, if not the first, at 
Reading, to go to work for ‘The Masonic Home of Penn- 
sylvania.’ From the beginning the Home received his 
hearty support, which soon made itself felt in other 
directions. His codperation with the undertaking was 
not of indifference, but was urged onward by the 
warmest promptings of his heart. He seemed to be 
drawn towards the institution by an innate desire to 
do good, and to help those whose time for helping them- 
selves had gone by. 

He became a member of the Board of Managers of the 
Home at an early date, and those who acted with him 
know best how promptly and faithfully he discharged 
the duties assigned him. 

Another cotemporary said of Mr. Boas: 

Bro. Boas was a learned Mason, a student as well as 

a worker. He was regarded as one of the brightest 


stars in the constellation of Masonic workers. 
* cy * * * * 3 * * * + * 


He not only strove to improve himself, but to im- 
prove others, and in that particular the Craft has sus- 
tained a great loss. 


In 1851 Mr. Boas joined the Universalist Church, which 
he served as vestryman for many years. He was long 
active as secretary of the church, as well, and was a leader 
in Sunday School work from early boyhood, and was 
the superintendent for over twenty years, further acting 
as delegate and representative to the various conventions 
of the denomination. At one time Mr. Boas served as 
a member of the board of trustees of the General Con- 
vention, and in every branch of denominational endeavor 
he bore a leading and constructive part. A church perio- 
dical said of his passing: 

He was a man of strong conviction, enthusiastic and 
generous, a man of high personal character, devoted to 


his home and family. His death is a loss not only to 
the Reading church but to the cause at large. 


Captain Frederick Shearer Boas married, on November 
30, 1858, Rosa Keely, daughter of John and Mary (Smith) 
Keely. Following the death of her husband, Mrs. Boas 
removed to her late residence at No. 842 Centre Avenue, 
where she died in June, 1912. She was a woman of 
beautiful spirit and charming presence, and for many 
years an earnest worker in the Universalist Church. A 
devoted wife and mother, a loyal friend, and a beautiful 
Christian character, her memory is cherished by all who 
had the pleasure of her acquaintance. Three children 
survive these parents: John K., who resides in Iowa, 
and married Margaret Cressman. Mary M., and Caddie 
S., who maintain the Centre Avenue home. 





MARTIN LUTHER BERTOLETTE, M. D.— 
Thoroughly representative of present day advance in the 
medical profession, Dr. Martin Luther Bertolette, of the 
Mt. Penn district, has attained a distinguished position 
in his profession, and is acknowledged one of the fore- 
most eye specialists in Berks County. In local civic in- 
terests he is also prominent, and his worthy activities 
give him the esteem and unqualified confidence of the 
people. Dr. Bertolette is representative further of the 
splendid group of men who have borne this name for 
many generations, both in American advance and in ear- 
lier European history. 

‘The Bertolet or Bertolette name, sometimes spelled 
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Berthelot, was one of high distinction in ancient France, 
coming originally from Britanny. The American line of 
this family traces back to the branch which settled in 
Picardie, and a record of the family is found in “The Dic- 
tionaire de la Noblesse de France,” published in 1771. 
The family was ennobled in 1470 and bore arms, “of 
blue, helmet with front of silver, lowered under two 
cuirasses of the same.” The revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes made the Bertolette family refugees from relig- 


ious persecution in 1685, and they sought asylum in 


Switzerland, later going to the Palatinate in Germany. 

(1) The first generation of whom definite knowledge 
can be secured is: Jean Bertolet, Sr., born in Picardie, 
France, on the great estates of the family. 

(II) Jean Bertolet, Jr., son of Jean Bertolet, Sr., was 
born in Switzerland, in Chateau d’Oex, and became a 
Huguenot leader. About 1711, or 1712, he married Su- 
sanna Hericourt, daughter of Jean Hericourt, whose es- 
tates lay in Muhlhaften, bei Landau, near Speier. They 
also belonged to the ancient French nobility. Jean Ber- 
tolet took his family to Alsace, near Minnefeldten, where 
five of their six children were born, but in 1726, by 
invitation of William Penn, he came to America and 
settled in Pennsylvania. Jean Bertolet bought property 
in Oley Township and established the family here, con- 
tinuing active in farming until his death, which occurred 
in 1754. The children of these parents were as follows: 
Abraham, of whom further; Maria, wife of H. Bernet; 
John; Esther; Susanna; and Frederick Americus. 

(III) Abraham Bertolet, son of Jean, Jr., and Susanna 
(Hericourt) Bertolet, was born December 11, 1712; and 
died in the year 1766. He married Esther de Turk, 
daughter of Isaac and Maria (Gerber) de Turk, her 
father also a pioneer of this section. Isaac de Turk was 
born in 1686, and landed in New York City in 1707, 
locating first at Esopus, New York, but not long there- 
after removing to Quassick Creek, Dutchess County, New 
York. The record of his grant of three hundred acres 
of land in Oley, Pennsylvania, was dated June 11, 1712, 
and comprises the first mention that has been found thus 
far of this community. Abraham and Esther (de Turk) 
Bertolet were the parents of six children: Maria; Daniel; 
Samuel; Elizabeth; Esther; and John, of whom further. 

(IV) John Bertolet, son of Abraham and Esther (de 
Turk) Bertolet, was born in 1748, and his early death 
removed from the community a young man of great 
promise. He married a member of the Shenkel family, 
a young woman of estimable character, and their only 
child was John Shenkel, of whom further. 

(V) John Shenkel Bertolet, son of John Bertolet, was 
born at the homestead farm in Oley Township, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1775, and died in 1833. He became a very 
extensive owner of land, and one of the earliest manufac- 
turers of iron to use the charcoal furnace. His industrial 
activities were located at Spring Forge, and he also con- 
ducted a stage line between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
He attained a largely prominent place in the community 
and was noted for his wealth. John S. Bertolet married, 
in 3838, Mary Boyer, and they were the parents of the 
following children: Dr. David; Lydia; Levi John, of 
whom further; Zachariah; and Mahlon. 

(VI) Levi John Bertolette (as he spelled the name), 


son of John Shenkel and Mary (Boyer) Bertolet, was 
born at Yellow House, Earl Township, this county, March 
29, 1813, and died April 10, 1883. He became a leading 
citizen of Berks County, a director of the Union Nationa! 
Bank of Reading, and one of the foremost Democrats of 
this section in his day. He devoted much time to trave] 
and was active more or less in farming, he became famed 
for his appreciation of fine horses. His religious affilia- 
tion was with the Lutheran Church. Levi John Bertolette 
married, at a very early age, Maria Henrietta Guldin, 
daughter of Peter Guldin, and their children were: John 


C., who became a ranch owner of Colorado; Levi A, - 


who became prominent in Wilmington, Delaware; Emma 
Josephine, who became the wife (first) of Dr. J. A. Jack 
and (second) of Samuel Heckman; Jeremiah Guldin, 
of whom further; and some other children who died in 
infancy or childhood. 

(VII) Jeremiah Guldin Bertolette, son of Levi John 
and Maria Henrietta (Guldin) Bertolette, was born March 
17, 1833, and died January 4, 1876. His lifetime was 
devoted to farming, and as the owner of the Bertolette 
homestead, which comprised some two hundred acres of 
land, he was a leading citizen of Oley and became a 
prominent member of the State Grange. A noteworthy 
and greatly-admired talent was his genius for mathematics, 
and it was said that he was able to solve any problem 
in trigonometry. He was a prominent Democrat, and 
served as school director for some years, also in other 
local offices, while he was further a leading member of 
the Lutheran Church. Jeremiah G. Bertolette married, 
October 5, 1855, Fianna Christman Butz, also a descen- 
dent of early settlers of this section, and their children 
numbered four: Martin Luther, of whom further; Mary 
Alice, deceased, who was the wiie of David G. Gross; 
Charles Albert, who died very early; and Annie Virginia, 
born March 6, 1874, died at the age of twenty-four years. 

(VIII) Martin Luther Bertolette, son of Jeremiah Gul- 
din and Fianna Christman (Butz) Bertolette, was born 
in Oley Township, Pennsylvania, October 5, 1858. His 
education was begun in the public schools of Oley Town- 
ship, his native place. Later attending Oley Academy, 
he entered the Keystone State Normal School, at Kutz- 
town, in this county, then took up his higher classical 
studies at Lafayette College. He was graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in the 
class of 1878. His medical studies were pursued under 
Dr. J. A. Jack, his uncle by marriage, and his first 
experience was in Jacksonwald. In medical school he 
gave especial attention to diseases of the eye, but an 
opportunity to go West came to him in March, 1882, 
and he took an invalid cousin to Colorado. Settling in 
Dubuque, Iowa, he was active there in practice until 
1888. Then returning East, he took special post-graduate 
work at the Philadelphia Polyclinic and at the University 
of Pennsylvania. In 1889, Dr. Bertolette settled perma- 
nently in Mt. Penn, where he has attained enviable distinc- 
tion in his chosen field of professional activity. In ad- 
dition to his work as an eye specialist he has done much 
also for the prevention of tuberculosis and other special 
work along the line of diseases of that general nature. 
He has served for many years on the staff of St. Joseph's 
Hospital, and is identified with the American Medical 
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Association, the Pennsylvania Medical Society, and the 
Berks County Medical Society. He is further identified 
with the Patriotic Order Sons of America and the Knights 
of the Golden Eagle. Politically he supports the De- 
mocratic Party, and has long been an active factor in 
civic and political advance, serving as a member and 
president of both the Borough Council and the Water 
Board. He attends the Lutheran Church. 

Martin Luther Bertolette married (first), November 27, 
1879, Hannah Elizabeth High, daughter of Jacob Van 
Reed High. He married (second), March 27, 1902, Cath- 
erine Breiner, of Mt. Penn, daughter of William and 
Annie (Dengler) Breiner. 





HON. JAMES HUDSON MAURER—Perhaps the 
most salient feature of James Hudson Maurer’s character 
is his fearlessness. Reckoning naught of the cost to him- 
self, he had made it his custom from youth to champion 
the cause of the worker, of the poor and the weak, and 
in his personal attainment of a lofty position, both in 
the business world and in the public service, he has never 
forgotton to use the strength of his influence for the 
benefit of others. For the past twelve years he has been 
active as president of the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor, and during this period he has served in the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania. Mr. Maurer 
has done much for the cause of labor, and, in his forceful 
and energetic, yet able and diplomatic, administration of 
the affairs of the Federation, his great ability and splendid 
spirit are clearly evident. It is such men as he who 
safeguard the daily well-being of the people and make 
life worth living. 

The Maurer family is one of more than passing im- 
portance in America, and especially in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, where it was founded nearly two centuries ago. 
Dr. George Maurer, Mr. Maurer’s grandfather, was born 
in Fleetwood, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 1804, and 
after a short but brilliant career died in 1839. He was 
considered one of the most highly skilled and progressive 
physicians of his time. Dr. George Maurer married Judeah 
Dry, who was born in Rockland Township, in this coun- 
ty, February 28, 1809, and died September 3, 1905, in 
the ninety-seventh year of her age. Judeah (Dry) Mau- 
rer’s maternal family name was Egolf, and she was 
descended from John Hartman, who came to this country 
from Retlingen, Germany, settling where it was then 
known as Philadelphia County, now Schuylkill County, 
in the vicinity of the present town of Orwigsburg. He 
established the home at that point in 1745, and about 
ten years later the entire Hartman family, except the 
mother and the youngest daughter, Regina, were mas- 
sacred by the Indians. The Maurer family traces to 
France as well as Germany. 

James D. Maurer, son of Dr. George and Judeah (Dry) 
Maurer, and Mr. Maurer’s father, was born in Richmond 
Township, in this county, February 15, 1838, and died 
in Reading during the historic small-pox epidemic, April 
12, 1872. He was a shoemaker by trade, but for a 
number of years was employed as a messenger on the 
Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, also was actiVe as city 
police officer, and in every phase of his activity and in- 
terest he was acknowledged among the fine and outstand- 
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ing men of his day. He was a Democrat in his political 
affiliations, and a worker in the party, but never accep- 
ted political honors of an official nature. His religion 
was that of the free-thinker, and with an open mind 
to any worthy or commendable cause he did much 
good in his time. His early death was a great blow to 
his immediate circle of friends and a loss to the com- 
munity. James D. Maurer married Sarah Lorah, who 
was born in East Cocalico Township, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, April 22, 1841, and died in Reading, July 
3, 1914, at an advanced age. She was a daughter. of 
George Lorah, a prominent farmer and Republican of 
Lancaster County, of German and Irish descent. After 
a widowhood of two years, she became the wife of Elias 
Helder, who died in 1901. Elias and Sarah (Lorah) 
Helder were the parents of one son: William B., born 
in 1875. James D. and Sarah (Lorah) Maurer were the 
parents of three sons: 1, Charles A., who was born in 
1859, and died in 1918. 2. James Hudson, of further 
mention. 3. Harry E., who was born in 1870. 

James Hudson Maurer was born in Reading, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, April 15, 1864. His education was 
extremely limited, his school attendance being not more 
than thirteen or fourteen months, and this in a desultory 
way over a period of a number of years. The mental 
training of which Mr. Maurer’s achievements and per- 
sonality bear strong witness was a matter of individual 
study and self-help. That he has risen to his present 
eminence may thus well be credited wholly to his own 
endeavors and reveals a large measure and high quality 
of initiative. As a young man, Mr. Maurer learned the 
machinist’s trade, and in the spring of 1891, in association 
with his younger brother, Harry E. Maurer, he established 
the firm of Maurer Brothers, in Reading. They went 
forward as machinists and steam-fitters, but although 
successful in a definite way, larger duties seemed to call 
the progressive head of the firm to activities more closely 
involving the happiness and welfare of his fellow-beings. 
In 1896 the business was closed out that James Hudson 
Maurer might give the greater part of his time and atten- 
tion to more wide-reaching activities. 

For a number of years, Mr. Maurer was the owner 
and editor of a populist weekly paper known 2s “The 
Reading Kicker.” His affiliation with the populist move- 
ment had been formed as a protest against certain more 
or less retrogressive policies adopted by the Democratic 
Party to which he had previously given his allegiance. 
It was in the nature of forward movement that Mr. 
Maurer in turn presented his paper to the Populist Party 
and turned the strength of his support over to the Social- 
ist Labor Party in 1899. Removing to Hamburg at 
about that time, he went into business as a machinist 
and steam-fitter, and two years later removed to Coates- 
ville, Pennsylvania, where he accepted a position with 
the Coatesville Boiler Company. He fearlessly espoused 
the Trade Union Movement, which at that time was 
considered by many employers a threat of the public 
peace. Among many others who took this step towards 
the emancipation of the worker, Mr. Maurer was black- 
listed and returned to Reading, where he worked as a 
journeyman steam-fitter until 1910, and two years later 
was made president of the Pennsylvania Federation of 
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Labor, to which office he has been reélected at every 
subsequent convention. 

Mr. Maurer’s public services have been so closely allied 
with his individual duties as a worker and leader of labor 
agitation and effort that the two branches of activity 
have run parallel. His affiliation with the Socialist Labor 
Party was the step which led to his open and declared 
support of the Socialist Party in 1902. For seven years 
he served. as.State Committeeman of this party and is 
now (1924) filling the seventh term on the National 
Executive Committee of the Socialist Party. In 1910 
Mr. Maurer was elected to the General Assembly of 
Pennsylvania from the First. Legislative District of Berks 
County (Reading), and was reelected to the Lower Body 
of the State Legislature in 1914 and again in 1916. In 
1917 he was appointed chairman of the State Old Age 
Assistance Commission by Governor Brumbaugh, and was 
re-appointed to this position in 1919 by Governor Sproul, 
again in 1923 by Governor Pinchot. He has the distinc- 
tion of being the only Socialist ever elected to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania and was 
further his party’s candidate for governor in the year 
1906. It is of interest to note in this connection that 
Mr. Maurer introduced the first bills in the Pennsylvania 
Legislature on the Workmen’s Compensation, also on 
Old Age Assistance, and did much to bring about the 
passage .of various statutes providing for humanitarian 
work of many kinds. He is now National Committee- 
man of the LaFollette-Wheeler Campaign Committee, in 
his capacity as a member of the Conference for Progres- 


sive Political Action. 


Mr. Maurer is an able writer, as well as a fluent and 
compelling speaker. He is the author of two books, the 
“Far East” and the “American Cossack.” He has con- 
tributed many articles to various publications, including 
the “Atlantic Monthly,” “The Nation,’ and such leading 
newspapers as the “New York American.” His ability as 
a speaker has been recognized in practically every State 
in the Union, and in the year 1923 he made a tour of the 
greater part of the European Continent with the American 
seminar. He has served on many important commissions of 
international import, including the American Commission 
on Conditions in Ireland. Mr. Maurer became a member 
of the Knights of Labor when sixteen years of age and 
has been identified with the labor movement from that 
time until the present. When only seventeen years of 
age he was elected Worthy Foreman (Vice-President) of 
Washington Assembly, No. 72, Knights of Labor, and only 
six months later was elected Master Workman (President). 
Before the age of nineteen years he was made District 
Master Workman, covering the territory east of Reading 
and to the city of Philadelphia. He is a member of Local 
Union No. 42, Plumbers’ and Steam Fitters’ Union, of 
Reading, but his only affiliation with organized progress 
of a strictly social or fraternal nature is his membership 
in Onondago Tribe, No. 83, Improved Order of Red Men. 

Hon. James Hudson Maurer married, in Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, April 15, 1886, the Rev. Mr. Schmucker 
performing the ceremony, Mary Jane Missimer, born in 
Pottstown, December 22, 1864, daughter of Huzinga G. 
and Martha (Fisher) Missimer. Huzinga G. Missimer 
was born in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, in 1840, 
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and died in 1912, and served in the Union Army during 
the Civil War, during the years 1861 to 1864. His wife, 
Martha Fisher, was born in Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1844, and died April 11, 1924. James Hudson 
and Mary Jane (Missimer) Maurer are the parents of 
two children: 1. Charles H., who was born in 1886, and 
is a plumber by trade; he married Ruth Louchman. 
2. Martha M., who was born in 1893, she is the wife 
of Ralph Dundore, and they have two children: James, 
born in 1916; and Jeannette, born in 1919. 


JOHN J. KUTZ—In Reading and Berks County, John 
J. Kutz traces an ancestry honored and notable, and 
through an active career spent in his native city in the 
practice of law has given this proud record continuance 
through another generation. Legal, financial, and indus- 
trial connections have occupied him in busy activity, in 
whose benefits the great body of his fellows have shared. 

Connected family records trace through six generations 
to Jacob Kutz, a prosperous farmer of Berks County, 
prior to the Revolution, as was his son, John Kutz, through 
whom the line continues. Descent follows through Adam 
Kutz, who moved into the village of Reading and began 
the manufacture of hats, he and Samuel Homan (also a 
great-grandfather of Mr. Kutz) pioneers in the hat mak- 
ing industry in the country. His son, John Kutz, and 
Adam Kutz, son of John Kutz, father of John J. Kutz, 
continued in the same line, Adam Kutz as a member of 
the firm of Kutz, Arnold & Company until his death in 
1876. He married Mary R. Seidel, daughter of Jacob 
Seidel, a farmer of Chester County, Pennsylvania, and they 
were the parents of four children: Samuel and Bessie, 
both deceased; and the survivors, Sallie Edith, who mar- 
ried Addison Allen, a lawyer of New York City; and John 
J., of whom further. 

John J. Kutz was born in Reading, January 16, 1865. 
He obtained his elementary education there, later attend- 
ing Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts, where he 
was graduated in 1884. Proceeding to Yale University, he 
was graduated from the classical course in 1888, and then 
became a student in the law department of that Uni- 
versity. Receiving subsequent instructions in the office of 
Cyrus G. Derr, Esq., in 1890, he was admitted to the 
bar of Berks County, his professional practice in this 
city dating from that year. A counsellor and attorney 
of the highest reputation, he is likewise prominent in the 
business world as president of the Columbian Cutlery Com- 
pany, president of the Mt. Penn Stove Works, president 
of the Columbian Warehouse Company, and a director of 
the Pennsylvania Trust Company, Reading Gas Company, 
and Reading Steam Heat and Power Company; also a 
member of the board of managers of Charles Evans Cem- 
etery Company, and a trustee of the Reading Public 
Library. 

Republican in politics, Mr. Kutz was the candidate of 
his party for the district attorneyship in 1895, and has 
steadfastly borne the part of public-spirited good citizen- 
ship. His religious identification is with the Lutheran 
Church, and his club is the Wyomissing. 

Mr. Kutz married, January 26, 1898, Mary Mcllvain, 
daughter of Morton C. and Sidney H. (Leoser) Mcllvain, 


- and they have one daughter, Sidney Mcllvain Kutz. Mrs. 
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as an iron master of Reading, and her 
ancestry is notable in both paternal and maternal lines. 
Her great-great-grandiather on the maternal side, Michael 
Hlillegass, was the first treasurer of the United States. 
On her father’s side she is the great-great-granddaughter 
of John Morton, who was one of the signers of the Dec- 
aration of Independence, and was in the Congress of 
the United States during the Revolution. Her grand- 
father, Thomas S. Leoser, was a distinguished veteran of 
the Mexican War, having been captain of what was fam- 
iliarly known as the Reading Artillerists. Three of Mrs. 
Kutz’s uncles were in the War of the Rebellion, Lieuten- 
ant Howard Mcllvain, Captain Charles McKnight Leoser, 
and Lieutenant Christopher Leoser. 
Wile saree sh ee ae 

FREDERICK REESE BECHTEL—Farming activ- 

ities comprised the life-work of Frederick Reese Bechtel, 
and in the devoted attention and intelligent endeavor 
which he gave to his work he achieved much not only 
for his own success, but for the promotion of similar inter- 
ests in this section. Furthermore, the simple dignity and 
strong faithfulness to high ideals which he made a part 
of his daily routine gave his work a dignity not otherwise 
scen even in the realms which by some are considered 
of higher significance. In his service to the people, Mr. 
Bechtel found his highest honor, and his life of usefulness 
was filled with noble and worthy achievement. A native 
of this section, where his entire career was spent, his 
name stands for all that was worth while in the realm 
of his choice. 

The Bechtel family is an old one in Berks County, the 
pioneer in this section having been Jacob Bechtel, who 
was the son of Christopher and Susanna Bechtel, who 
settled in Exeter Township in 1633. Jacob Bechtel 
brought his wife Barbara to Cumru Township, settling 
there in 1763 on a tract of land, where he became largely 
successful. He came from Robinson Township, also in 
this county, and he built his own residence on this prop- 
erty. He also made other improvements, and conducted 
important agricultural operations until late in life when 
he moved to Heidelberg Township, taking up his residence 
with his eldest son, Frederick, where the closing years of 
his life were spent. His wife also spent the sunset of life 
there, and they both died in that home. They were 
members of the Reformed Church, and are buried in 
Han's Church Cemetery. The three children of these 
parents were: 1. Frederick, born in 1746, who became a 
prominent citizen of Heidelberg Township, and whose 
name is on the Revolutionary War roll as a soldier of 
distinction. 2. Christian, of further mention. 3. Catharine, 
wife of Adam Housholden, who lived for a time in 
Heidelberg Township, and later removed to the State of 
Virginia. 

Christian Bechtel, son of Jacob Bechtel, the pioneer, 
was born in 1752, in Robinson Township, and» was eleven 
years of age when he came with his parents to Cumru 
Township. Remaining with his father as a young man, 
Mr. Bechtel was constantly active in the work of the 
homestead farm, aiding his father in its development, and 
as the older man advanced in years bearimg the heavier 
share of the work. When his father removed to Heidel- 
berg Township, Christian Bechtel continued on the farm, 
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which was then a tract of one hundred and sixty acres. 
He brought the land to a high state of cultivation, and 
added largely to the original house which was built of 
stone. There he died, and was buried in Sinking Spring 
Cemetery. In 1783 he was commissioned lieutenant, and 
on May 1, 1786, he was commissioned captain of foot 
in the 4th Battalion of Militia, County of Berks, and he 
continued in that office for many years afterwards. He 
was a member of the Reformed Church, and a worthy 
citizen, always active in every movement for the good of 
the community. 

Christian Bechtel married Maria Catharine Bollman, 
who was also a member of the Reformed Church. She 
died. on the homestead farm, and is also buried in Sinking 
Spring Cemetery. They were the parents of seven chil- 
dren: 1. Daniel, who married a Miss Losh. 2. George, 
who married a Miss Bright. 3. Christian, of further 
mention. 4. Catharine, wife of a Mr. Yearger. 5) Saran, 
wife of a Mr. Ludwig. 6. John, who married a Mliss 
Adams. 7. Jacob, who died at an early age. 

Christian Bechtel, son of Christian and Maria C. (Boll- 
man) Bechtel, was born February 11, 1786, on the home- 
stead farm. He received a limited, although practical, 
education in the local district schools. Growing to man- 
hood at the homestead, he became deeply interested in 
agricultural pursuits, which he made his lifelong occupa- 
tion. He inherited one hundred and twenty-five acres 
of the original homestead farm, including the stone dwel- 
ling, where he made his home, and where he died April 
11, 1839, at the age of fifty-three years. He was broadly 
interested in public affairs, and was known under the 
historic title of “an old-line Whig.” He was a member 
of the Reformed Church and influential in its progress. 
Christian Bechtel married Juliann Keese, daughter of John 
Reese, who was a gallant soldier of the Revolutionary 
time, serving in Captain Reiff’s company, and spent the 
historic winter at Valley Forge with General Washington. 
Cyrus Reese married a Miss Wunder, allying the family 
with another prominent Berks County name. Christian 
and Juliann (Reese) Bechtel were the parents of three 
children: 1. Benneville, who died in childhood. 2. Charles, 
who died at the age of eleven years. 3. Frederick Reese, 
of further mention. 

Frederick Reese Bechtel, son of Christian and Juliann 
(Reese) Bechtel, was born September 17, 1830, on the 
Bechtel homestead, and died in the place of his birth, 
December 14, 1910, at the age of eighty years. Only 
nine years of age when his father died, he was reared 
under the tender and devoted care of his mother, who 
brought him to Reading, and in this city his early youth 
was spent. He gained an excellent education in the district 
subscription schools, but when a young man his inherited 
taste for country life and the pursuits which keep a 
man next to nature led him to return to the farm, and 
he spent his entire lifetime in agricultural activities and 
stock-raising. His career was spent on the homestead farm 
which has been in the family for so many generations, 
and he built the west wing of the present stone structure, 
the east wing having been built by Christian Bechtel in 

1791. It is now considered one of the finest country 
residences in this section of the State, and with the 
constant improvement which he made on the property and 


panini rebunepasitiemens a antion cement niin 











 caneahddidhettaiacaumbadendhaenthasmee 


234 READING AND BERKS COUNTY 


the buildings it takes rank among the most valuable and 
noteworthy farm properties of this section. Continuing 
active until his death, Mr. Bechtel enjoyed the esteem 
and confidence of all his townspeople throughout his life- 
time, and he gave his earnest support and coGperation to 
every branch of worth activity. A staunch Republican 


in his political convictions, he served the party faithfully, - 


and was for three years director of schools of this town- 
ship. He was devoted to his home, and his idealistic spirit 
formed one of the influences which have maintained his 
lofty standard of civic and social progress in this region. 

Frederick Reese Bechtel married Esther High, daughter 
of Daniel Van Reed and Esther (Rothermel) High, who 
died April 20, 1914. Mrs. Bechtel was a woman of 
beautiful characteristics, devoted to her home and church. 
They were the parents of four children: 1. Emma A. 
2. Charles H., who resides in Montana. 3. John H., of 
Reading. 4. Sarah E. The Misses Bechtel reside on the 
homestead, which has now been in the family for more 
than one hundred and sixty years. Since the death of 
their father the property, which lies largely in the Eigh- 
teenth Ward of the city of Reading, has been laid out 
in building lots of which more than 1,200 have been 
plotted. A score or more of residences have already been 
built, and this beautiful new section of the city is known 
as “Farview,” the name having been chosen by the family. 


- The Misses Bechtel are life-long members of Trinity 


Church, and prominent in the activities of the church. 





WESLEY D. MOHN—The life record of Wesley D. 
Mohn, of Mohnton, is a history of long activity and 
ever-progressive achievement. His life work has been in 
the realm of construction activities and also along tran- 
sportation lines, and as a member of one of the leading 
families of this borough, Mr. Mohn holds foremost rank 
in the community. 

(I) The founder of this family in America was Johan- 
nes Mohn, who was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1700, 
and brought his family, consisting of a wife and four 
children, to Pennsylvania in 1733. They crossed the 
Atlantic on the “Elizabeth,” sailing from Rotterdam, and 
the pioneer was qualified, August 27, 1733. He took up 
a tract of one hundred and seventy-four acres of land 
in Cumru Township, that part now known as Spring 
Township, and later took up or purchased further tracts 
of land, becoming largely prosperous. 

(II) Ludwig Mohn, son of Johannes and Margaret 
Mohn, became one of the successiul and influential farmers 
of Brecknock Township, now Spring Township, where he 
died in January, 1796. He married Anna Odilia Bautz, 
and five sons and three daughters survived him. 

(III) Daniel Mohn, fourth son of Ludwig and Anna 
Odilia (Bautz) Mohn, was born near Fritztown, and was 
a young man when he went with the family to Brecknock 
Township. There he became a leading farmer and was 
active in agricultural pursuits until his death, which oc- 
curred in 1846. He married Barbara Albright, and they 
were the parents of twelve children. 

(IV) Benjamin Mohn, fourth son of Daniel and Bar- 
bara (Albright) Mohn, was born in Cumru’ Township, 
in 1806, and learned the shoemaker’s trade. Later, how- 
ever, he interested himself in farming, and he was one 


of the early founders of Mohnsville, now known as 
Mohnton. Indeed, he may be recorded as the founder of 
this village, for he built the first house erected within 
its boundaries. He also built a grist mill on Wyomissing 
Creek and conducted a milling business for about twenty 
years. During that period he cleared much land, and 
with the rapid development of commerce and industry 
in this section he utilized the timber in the manufacture 
of boxes, in which he became very successful. He con- 
tinued along this line of activity until his death, in the 
eighty-third year of his age. He was a man of great 
vitality and splendid physique, as well as of progressive 
spirit and lofty integrity. He would undoubtedly have 
lived to a great age but a fall down a stairway brought 
about his death. He married Harriet Deeds, also of this 
county. 

(V) Wesley D. Mohn, son of Benjamin and Harriet 
(Deeds) Mohn, was born in Cumru Township, May S, 
1853. Attending the local schools as a lad, he learned the 
blacksmith’s trade when he became of an age to interest 
himself in his future. This was not, however, his first 
business activity. It is of great interest to note that at 
the age of eleven years Mr. Mohn took a contract to 
whitewash a barn, and even though still a child he actually 
accomplished the work. Formally serving his apprentice- 
ship in the blacksmith’s trade, he also learned the wheel- 
wright’s trade, both under Daniel Peiffer, of Mohntown. 
Mr. Mohn then began the manufacture of wagons, and 
for twenty-two years followed this line of endeavor with 
large and ever-increasing success. Meanwhile, in 1891, 
Mr.-Mohn established a grocery business, which from that 
time forward commanded a large share of his attention. 
The business steadily grew in importance until Mr. Mohn 
made it his principal interest, and it has now for many 
years been considered one of the most important country 
stores in the vicinity of Reading. In January, 1906, he 
admitted his son, H. Irwin Mohn, to the firm as a partner, 
and from that time until the present the firm name has 
been W. D. Mohn & Son. 

Other interests have shared Mr. Mohn’s attention to a 
remarkable degree. Since 1897 he has been affiliated with 
the Allentown & Reading Traction Company, which he 
served as treasurer in 1903, since which time he has held 
a large amount of the stock of that concern. In this 
corporation he has been both director and, as now, vice- 
president. He has long been a director of the Kutztown 
Electric Light and Power Company, also of the Mohnton 
Water Company, of which he was one of the founders 
and for some time superintendent. It was largely through 
Mr. Mohn’s efforts that the Reading & Southwestern Elec- 
tric Railway was built and he secured land for the right- 
of-way of this road, also raised, practically without as- 
sistance, $30,000 in stock. When the road changed hands 
this stock was paid back, along with interest at six per- 
cent. Mr. Mohn has for many years been the senior 
member of W. D. Mohn & Company, for which concern 
he operated a machine shop at the corner of Carpenter 
and Cherry streets, Reading. He disposed of his interest 
in 1917, and it is now conducted by his nephew, H 
Austin Riegner, and known as the Mohn Machine Com- 
pany. But one of the most interesting and to him one 
of the most significant of his activities is one in which 


4 
9 
4 
: 
4 
4 
3 
i 
2 
: 
| 
} 
) 
} 
| 
i 
: 
j 
{ 
2 
Bs 
i 











Le Bt Se AEE SNE le CS ae ch aio ve iD dct Fike ssneeteete es - a a ae i A a ae: | 
- ¥ 





LI LC LLIN rE —— = angen ane eae 
ayer pierre Sina he A PYRE LE ERG ae Ear as % LEP LOOT LT STS 





SR ROT Ta pe pcwere 











ry 


5 
2 
e 
5 

: 
£ 
& 
= 
Fa 
= 
E: 
&: 

E 
E 


ey 











Sonn. A 


ee a 






i 


NTTa ANNE 





= 


URE TMRRR ON 





a eRe IER RRO RRDYY VHT NONI AMEN RORY TIAMAT 





> 


2 Being Wow 











eine caameteaaa tees — 
7 


eo tehaaktiaadincataete meted Meeaemaiadinemeneeeendtenee tia tee 


BIOGRAPHICAL 235 


he is at present definitely and ever-increasingly active, 
a building, cementing and contracting interest, which 
he has conducted for many years. Mr. Mohn has been 
identified with much of the building construction and 
general contracting work which has been accomplished in 
Mohnton, Shillington and vicinity. He also was head. of 


The Mohnsville Water Company for many years, and dur- ~ 


ing that time developed the plant at Shillington, the water 
being conveyed from the Mohnton plant in recent 
years. He is also a director of the Mohnton Bank. 

Always interested in public affairs, Mr. Mohn served this 
village as postmaster from 1891 to 1897. He has other- 
wise, however, never accepted public responsibility, but 
is considered one of the foremost citizens of Mohnton, 
Pennsylvania. He is a Republican in his political con- 
victions, and took a leading part in community work dur- 
ing the World War. Fraternally, Mr. Mohn is identified 
with the Knights of the Golden Eagle, No. 211; the 
Knights of Pythias, No. 485; and the Order of United 
American Mechanics, of Mohnton. He is a faithful mem- 
ber of Zion Evangelical Church, of which he has been a 
trustee since 1885. 

Wesley D. Mohn married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
March 1, 1873, Rev. Carpenter, pastor of the United 
Brethren Church, performing the ceremony, Sarah Jane 
Binkley, of Spring Township, daughter of Jeremiah and 
Mary Ann (Kline) Binkley. Mr. and Mrs. Mohn are 
the parents of seven children: 1. Margaret Mae, resides 
at home. 2. H. Irwin, who married Sarah E. Fitterling, 


‘and their children, are as follows: Paul E., M. Grace, 


and Ruth I. 3. Minnie A., resides at home. 4. Clara E, 
wife of Adam M. Bear, and their children are as follows: 
John W., Anna M., Carl I., Sarah J., and Ralph. 5. 
Anna M., wife of Samuel M. Seitzinger, and their children 
are as follows: Gene S., S. Ward, deceased; and D. Mark. 
6. W. Wayne, who married Eva E. Mosser, and their chil- 
dren are as follows: Wesley D., (second) and Gladys E. 
7. Pearle O., wife of the Rev. H. E. Baker, and their 
children are as follows: Janet G., H. Glenn, and D. Brook. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley D. Mohn celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary, March 1, 1923. 





THOMAS POLK MERRITT—A descendant of old 
Quaker stock, Thomas Polk Merritt, whose early years, 
during which he gained much practical experience, were 
passed in various places where he became established in 
business, became closely identified with the city of Reading 
after taking up his residence here, and became one of its 
most influential citizens. His death, which occurred on 
December 29, 1916, was felt as a severe loss to the city 
that he had served in many useful capacities, his career 
covering official service that included the mayorship of 
Reading. 

He was born at Mount Holly, New Jersey, September 
29, 1846, son of Abraham and Margaret (Irick-Bud) Mer- 
ritt. His earlier years were spent in his native town, where 
he received his education, attending a private school con- 
ducted by Professor Aaron. Later he entered the Univer- 
sity of Lewisburg, now Bucknell University, at Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania, where he specialized in a course in business 
training. On the completion of his studies, he went to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he engaged in the lum- 


ber business in association with Norcross & Sheetz. He. 


remained with this organization for a number of years 
and then removed to Norristown, where he engaged in 
a similar pursuit on his own account. Here he built up 
a successful trade, and remained until 1870, when he went 
to Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and engaged in the whole- 


sale Jumber business and the manufacture of all kinds 


of wooden material. Later he admitted a younger brother, 
A. Howard Merritt, as a partner of the firm, which latter 
then became known as Merritt Brothers. They built up 3 
large business here, and shipped their lumber to many 
parts of the United States, and in 1880 they sold out their 
interests and purchased the well-established firm of Boas 
& Raudenbush, at Reading, and moved to that place. 
Their past experience stood them in good stead here, and 
they soon made a name for themselves, meeting with a 
high degree of success in their new enterprise. Reading 
was at that time in a state of rapid growth, and they 
supplied a large proportion of the lumber used in the 
erection of many of the public and private buildings at 
this period of great development, for thousands of resi- 
dences were being built, and they supplied a large market 
for the goods of Merritt Brothers. 

Mr. Merritt always took a keen interest in the affairs 
of the community where he made his home, and upon 
coming to Reading, in 1880, he at once took part in its 
various affairs, civic, fraternal, religious and political, as 
well as its business and financial interests. He very 
quickly became identified with a group of the most progres- 
sive, enterprising and active men of the city, and they 
soon learned to value his great gifts and capacity for 
organization and executive ability. He soon came to fill 
many important positions in the establishment of the 
financial institutions of the community. His first public 
office was membership on the Board of Health, to which 
he was elected in 1882, two years after his coming to 
Reading, and so keen was his interest and his devotion 
to this important problem of a city’s well being that he 
continued actively engaged in this work until a short time 
before his demise. Mr. Merritt’s interest was also claimed 
by the philanthropic work of the city, and he was elected 
president of the Reading Benevolent Society, and vice- 
president of the Associated Charities of Reading. In 
1884, when the State of Pennsylvania established a large 
hospital at Wernersville, Berks County, for the chronically 
insane, Mr. Merritt was chosen by Governor Pattison as 
a member of the first board of trustees, and he was 
re-appointed to this position by Governor Hastings, serving 
in all in that capacity for six years. He also became 
treasurer of that board, and in 1904 was appointed by 
Governor Pennypacker for a third term, in spite of the 
fact that he was a Democrat in politics. He also served 
as president and treasurer of the State Asylum at Wer- 
nersville. 

During this time he continued active in the development 
of business interests here, and in 1886 was one of those 
who organized the Pennsylvania Trust Company. Seven 
years later he helped to organize the Reading National 
Bank, and in both of these institutions served as a director 
from their organization. He was also associated with the 
Reading Steam Heat & Power Company, which supplies 
steam heat to most of the public buildings and residences 
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in the central part of the city; and the Reading Electric 
Light and Power Company, which later became the Metro- 
politan Electric Company. He was one of the promoters 
of the development of the Wyoming district, which is now 
one of the most beautiful suburban residential sections 
of the city. Mr. Merritt became a member of the Board 
of Trade of Reading, and was exceedingly active in sthis 
capacity in promoting the general welfare of the munici- 
pality. In 1886 he was appointed one of the four com- 
missioners of the first Park Board, and served on this 
body until 1890, during which time he was largely in- 
strumental in the development of the splendid system of 
parks with which the city is now graced. In 1894 he was 
elected president of the Board of Trade and held this 
responsible position for about four years, to the extreme 
gratification of all concerned, for it was during this period 
that preparations were made for the celebration of the 
Sesqui-Centennial of Reading, which were successfully car- 
ried out in 1898. Deeply interested in the history of the 
region where he made his home, Mr. Merritt, in 1898, 
joined the newly-formed Berks County Historical Society, 
of which he was selected to be one of the executive coun- 
cil, and shortly after this he became treasurer of the Read- 
ing Public Library, in which capacity he served for sev- 
eral terms. His broad interests and experience caused him 
to be chosen as one of the commissioners to the great 
International Exposition held at Chicago in 1893, by Gov- 
ernor Pattison. During all these years the lumber busi- 
néss which he had originated and had done so much to 
develop was continuing to grow, and it was shortly before 


. his death that it was incorporated, with Mr. Merritt as 


president, A. Howard Merritt as vice-president, and Fred 
H. Ludwig as treasurer and manager. 

Very early in his life he became a staunch advocate of 
the policies of the Democratic Party, and upon attaining 
his majority became an active member of it. On coming 
to Reading he at once became identified with the organ- 
ization of his party here, and rapidly attained a position 
of leadership, until eventually he was regarded by his 
political colleagues as the most influential Democrat in 
the community. In 1890 he was nominated by his party 
for mayor of Reading, and, in spite of the normal Rep- 
ublican majority here, was successfully elected. This 
tribute from his fellow-citizens of his popularity, regard- 
less of his party affiliation, was conclusive of the esteem 
in which he was held, and his administration of the city’s 
affairs amply bore out the good opinion held of him by 
his fellow-citizens. He served the city of Reading in this 
capacity from 1890 until 1893, and during his term was 
continually active in securing reform measures for the city, 
and especially in improving its lighting and transit facil- 
ities, as well as the condition of the public streets. 

Socially and fraternally, Mr. Merritt held a prominent 
position, and took active part in the life of the city. He 
became a member of the Masonic Order in 1867, being 
affiliated with Charity Lodge, No. 190; Free and Accepteti 
Masons, of Norristown, Pennsylvania. He rose rapidly 
in the work of the order, and later became a Royal Arch 
Mason, Royal and Select Master through chapter and 
council, and subsequently joined Hutchinson Commandery, 
Knights Templar; he was afterwards. transferred to Read- 
ing Commandery, No. 43, of which he was elected the 


BERKS COUNTY 


Eminent Commander in 1888. He also became affiliated 
with the Scottish Rite bodies in this city, being given the 
thirty-second degree, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, and 
finally had conferred upon him the thirty-third degree, 
a very rare honor. 

He was a strongly religious man, an Episcopalian by 
faith, and.«ipon coming to this city he at once joined 
Christ Episcopal Church. He took a keen interest in the 
work of his parish, and in 1886 became a vestryman, 
holding that position until his death. For twenty-three 
years he was superintendent of Christ Episcopal Church 
Sunday school of Reading, Pennsylvania. He was also a 
director in the Young Men’s Christian Association. 

Thomas Polk Merritt married, November 30, 1871, 
Emma P. Rambo, daughter of Nathan and Ann Broades 
(Currie-Ross) Rambo. Mrs. Merritt is a lineal descendant 
of Surgeon General Currie, who served the Nation in the 
Revolutionary War, whose distinguished career is com- 
memorated by a memorial pew in the Valley Forge Chapel. 
Mrs. Merritt was her husband’s advisor and confidante 
throughout his conspicuously-notable career, and she has 
been a particularly loyal and generous friend of Christ 
Church, to whose Guild she has given an unceasing 
devotion. Civic affairs interest her as a means of promot- 
ing the common welfare, and her progressive spirit has 
long been a bulwark to righteous causes. Where formerly 
she and Mr. Merritt worked in closest sympathy, she now 
walks alone, continuing the work conceived and planned 
together and mecting new needs and opportunities as they 
arise. With a record of well doing that extends far into 
Reading’s past, she continues active in the affairs of the 
present, casting a benign and uplifting influence upon a 
community that has long been home to her. 





MAHLON WAGENHORST-—In the business affairs 
of Berks County, and along various lines of other interest, 
the name of Wagenhorst has for several generations been 
one of prominence, and Mahlon Wagenhorst is now the 
leading member of this family in Reading. His long 
activity in industrial affairs gives his name marked signif- 
icance to the people. 

(I) John Wagenhorst, great-grandfather of Mahlon 
Wagenhorst, of this review, and Llewellyn Wagenhorst, 
whose sketch follows, was a prominent farmer and miller 
of Greenwich Township, this county, late in the seven- 
teenth century and early in the eighteenth. He was the 
father of nine children: Nathan, of whom further; Isaac; 
Charles; John; William, who died at an early age; Maria; 
Julia; Sophia; and Harriet. 

(II) Nathan Wagenhorst, eldest son of this family, was 
active as tinsmith in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
for many years, and in 1867 served as treasurer of that 
county. Upon his retirement he removed to Reading and 
resided with his son, Franklin, living to the age of eighty- 
seven years. He married, October 6, 1833, Rebecca Beiten- 
man, daughter of George Beitenman, and she lived to 
be eighty-four years of age. They had two sons: Frank- 
lin, mentioned below; and William B., born April 27, 1836, 
married Louisa Keck, daughter of John and Mary (Yost) 
Keck, her father a tinsmith in the Wagenhorst employ. 

(111) Franklin Wagenhorst, eldest son in this family, 
was born February 27, 1834, and learned the trade of 
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tinsmith, later establishing himself in business in Gilberts- 
ville, but the greater part of his lifetime, however, was 
spent in the management of a hotel in Gilbertsville, and 
during the Civil War he built a new structure which con- 
tinued as a hotel until recent years. Coming to Reading 


in 1876, he had charge of the Berks County House for | 


two years, and in 1878 retired. In 1883, however, Mr. 
Wagenhorst was induced by his sons to resume business in 
the tinsmith line in order that they might master the 


trade under his direction. Mr. Wagenhorst was a fine . 


musician, playing brilliantly the violin and cornet, and 
for many years he played with the Boyertown Band, of 
which he was for a long time the treasurer. Later in life 
he was for two years identified with the Old City Band 
just before his retirement from musical activities. He was 
a prominent member of Stechler Lodge, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Pottstown; and was a member of the First 
Reformed Church. Franklin Wagenhorst married, Nov- 
ember 3, 1855, Emma Laurie Gilbert, of Gilbertsville, a 
granddaughter of John Gilbert, from whom the town was 
named, and a daughter of George Gilbert. Mrs. Wagen- 
horst died November 4, 1904, and Mr. Wagenhorst died 
December 15, 1904, both being buried in the Charles Evans 
Cemetery. They were the parents of three sons: Mahlon, 
mentioned below; Lucian, born November 30, 1867, died 
January 5, 1905, leaving his. wife, Elizabeth (Epler) 
Wagenhorst, and one son, their twin sons having been 
Raymond F. and Ralph Leon, who died at the age of 
five months; and Llewellyn, a sketch of whom follows: 

(IV) Mahlon Wagenhorst, eldest son in this family, 
was born November 26, 1862, and received his education 
in the public schools of Gilbertsville. As a young lad 
he early became interested in business affairs, and was 
active along various lines of endeavor in the employ of 
leading concerns of Gilbertsville. In 1883, desiring to 
become familiar with a useful trade, he persuaded his 
father to enter into business after a few years retiremeni, 
and together they opened their headquarters at No. 953 
Penn Street. There Mr. Wagenhorst learned the trade of 
tinsmith, and became an executive of the concern, reliev- 
ing his father as early as possible from the responsibilities 
and labors attendant upon the progress of the business. 
In April, 1890, Mahlon Wagenhorst secured a better loca- 
tion and a more spacious plant at No. 945 Penn Street, 
from which they removed, in 1906, to No. 23 North Tenth 
Street. Continuing to do business under his father’s name, 
Mr. Wagenhorst became the head of the interest upon his 
father’s death, and has developed the business very ex- 
tensively, and now it holds leading rank in its field in 
Berks County. 

Mahlon Wagenhorst married (first) Louise Heft, now 
deceased, daughter of John Heft, and they had two daugh- 
ters: Maude Elizabeth, wife of Charles Suender, of Read- 
ing, and Mabel May. He married (second) Marie (Dellet) 
Wilson; one child, Ruth. The Wagenhorst residence is 
at No. 1520 Eckert Avenue, Reading. 





LLEWELLYN WAGENHORST-—As 2 partner in 
the widely-prominent firm of Wagenhorst Brothers, of 
Reading, Llewellyn Wagenhorst holds a broadly-noteworthy 
position, and his success has gained him an enviable repu- 
tation in the business world. Mr. Wagenhorst is an able 


and efficient industrial executive, giving to every phase of 
activity the constructive effort and judicious attention 
which count for permanence and usefulness, and thus his 
name has come to bear direct significance to the progress 
and well being of the people. 

(IV) Llewellyn Wagenhorst, third son of Franklin and 
Emma Laurie (Gilbert) Wagenhorst, was born in Gilberts- 
ville, April 14, 1869. Seven years of age when the family 
removed to Reading, he was fourteen years old when his 
father and elder brother established the tinsmith interest 
at No. 953 Penn Street, Reading. Eager to master this 
trade, he early devoted his spare time in working about 
the plant, and as soon as his studies were completed he 
entered the employ of his father as an apprentice. Con- 
tinuing a partner in the organization, he was active at 
the present location until April, 1890, when they removed 
to No. 945 Penn Street, there finding larger quarters. 
Mr. Wagenhorst became active as an executive in the 
firm when he was still a young man, and in association 
with his brother continued the business after his father’s 
death. As a_ highly-skilled mechanic, he has borne a 
constructive part in the development and growth of the 
enterprise. The brothers have always followed the most 
approved and progressive methods, and in the universal 
satisfaction they have given to the people they have won 
a substantial and outstanding success. They now employ 
a large group of thoroughly-efficient assistants, and their 
patrons are aware that the firm can be depended upon 
for the most prompt and obliging service. In February, 
1906, they bought a new and finer property at No. 23 
North Tenth Street, and on April 1, 1906, established them- 
selves in the location where they have since gone forward 
to ever larger success. Mr. Wagenhorst takes a construc- 
tive and ever useful part in various branches of com- 
munity advance, and enjoys the esteem and confidence 
of all. 

Llewellyn Wagenhorst married Annie Nagle, daughter of 
Peter F. Nagle, of Reading, and the Wagenhorst residence 
is at No. 1013 Elm Street, Reading. 





GEORGE FREDERICK CROESSANT—In the 
business life of Reading, George Frederick Croessant holds 
a prominent position, and his work is definitely benefiting 
the industrial progress of his day, for he is meeting a vital 
need of the manufacturing interests of this city. Mr 
Croessant is a veteran of the World War activities, and 
one of the progressive and outstanding young men of 
the day. 

Herman J. Croessant, father of George S. Croessant, 
was a well known manufacturer of carbonated drinks in 
Reading, and was born in this city in 1856. Educated 
in local institutions, Herman J. Croessant was active in 
the painting trade for a time, then entered the bottling 
business, and after working for Daniel Wentzel until 
1882, he purchased the plant in association with a Mr. 
Freis. In 1897 he became sole owner of the business, and 
with the plant at No. 215 Moss Street carried on a very 
prosperous and wide-reaching enterprise. He produced 
carbonated beverages, and under the title of the Empire 
Bottling Works also acted as sole agent for the well known 
Sheboygan Mineral Water. Herman J. Croessant was 
prominent in fraternal circles, holding membership in the 
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Knights of the Golden Eagle, the Bavarions, the Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, and was a well known member 
of the Rainbow Fire Company. His clubs were the 
Phoenix, the Maennerchor, the Americus, the’ Liederkranz, 
and the Commercial. He died in 1917, at the age of sixty- 
seven years. Herman J. Croessant married Sophia Bower, 
and they were the parents of four sons: Henry, who 
died at thirteen years of age; William, who was associated 
with his father in business, and married Agnes Wielands; 
Herman, also connected with the business, who married 
Mary Stehman; and George Frederick, of whom further. 

George Frederick Croessant was born in Reading, Nov- 
ember 17, 1888. Receiving his education in the public 
schools, he later learned the machinist trade, and from 
the completion of his apprenticeship he was active in the 
employ of important concerns until establishing himself 
in his present business in 1922. He opened his head- 


quarters at Nos. 215 and 217 Moss Street, has developed . 


a prosperous and largely-promising interest, and is con- 
sidered one of the thoroughly-progressive and outstanding 
business executives of the day. In addition to general 
machine work, he manufactures jigs, fixtures, dies, machines 
tools, and patterns and makes a specialty of experimen- 
tal work. During the World War, Mr. Croessant served 
as superintendent of mechanical construction in naval air- 
craft productions, and was chief mechanic on the con- 
struction of the C-1 and the famous F-5-L flying boats 
used as bombing planes during the World War. He also 
started the work on the first dirigible, the ZR-1, later 
named the Shenandoah. Mr. Croessant is a. member of 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and the Improved Order 
of Red Men, and attends St. Paul’s Reformed Church. 

George Frederick Croessant married, June 28, 1911, Mary 
Alice Hartman, daughter of Martin T. and Emma Hart- 
man, and they are the parents of one daughter, Virginia F. 
The family reside at No. 814 Franklin Street, Wyomissing, 
Pennsylvania. 





MAX LURIA—An unusually striking example of the 
self-made man may be observed in Max Luria, of Reading, 
whose achievements have carried him to a position of 
honor and distinction, and whose rise has been entirely by 
the strength of his own ability and tireless endeavor. 
Following the most practical lines of activity and those 
in which the commendable virtue of thrift forms the basic 
principle, Mr. Luria has achieved great success and his 
work is contributing in a very definite way to the welfare 
and progress of the people. He is a son of Hirsh Luria, 
whose active life was spent in this same general line of 
endeavor and who did excellent pioneer work in this field. 
The mother, Etta Luria, died during 1918. 

Max Luria received exceptional educational advantages 
in European schools. While but a young man, after arrival 
in the United States, he entered the business world and 
quickly familiarized himself with the scrap iron business. 
He associated with him his brother, Alex L. Luria. Be- 
ginning on a very small scale, they developed a largely im- 
portant wholesale interest in the accumulation, sorting 
and redistribution of scrap iron and steel. Mr. Luria 


brought into play in this field of useful endeavor the tire- 
less energies and excellent judgment which would have 
won success in any realm, and to such good effect did he 
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apply himself that he has built up what is acknowledged 
as one of the most important enterprises in the country, 
in this line of business. Mr. Luria is a director of the 
Farmers’ National Bank of Reading, the Homeopathic 
Hospital, the Jewish Consumptive Relief Hospital, Denver, 
Colorado, and in many branches of welfare and benevolent 
endeavor he is a leader. He has come to hold the affec- 
tion and sincere regard of the people through his many 
and constructive charities, especially among his fellow-coun- 
trymen in Reading. Supporting the Republican Party in 
political affairs, Mr. Luria endorses every worthy move- 
ment, but has never been interested in the honors of public 
office. Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Free and 
Accepted Masons, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and the Independent Order of B’nai B’rith, and he 
is a member of Mt. Olympus Club. 

Max Luria married, in New York City, Sadie Foreman, 
and they are the parents of six children: Herbert, Wil- 
liam, Israel, Henry T., Dorothy, and Mortimer. Mr. 
Luria realizes the real importance of a liberal education as 
a foundation for a useful life. His sons are at this time 
at schools as follows: Herbert, at Yale College; William, 
Milford School; Israel, Lehigh University; and Henry T. 
at Taft School, Watertown, Connecticut. The family 
residence is at No. 1736 Mineral Spring Road, Reading, 
Pennsylvania. 





DAVID C. LOTZ—In the city of Reading, and 
indeed throughout Berks County, the name of David C. 
Lotz holds a largely prominent position, and his usefulness 
as a citizen is universally recognized. As a retired manu- 
facturer, Mr. Lotz looks back upon a life of importance 
to the civic prosperity, and in his benevolent and charit- 
able endeavors the community is greatly benefited. 

(I) The Lotz family came from Holland several gen- 
erations ago, the name having originally been Von Lutzen. 
The family became residents of the Palatinate, where 
Nicholas Lotz was born February 20, 1740. Coming to 
Pennsylvania as a youth he settled in Berks County, in 
its eastern borders originally, but soon became a permanent 
resident of Reading. Here he bought land near the mouth 
of the Wyomissing Creek, where two flour mills stood, 
on the site of the present Metropolitan Edison Company 
plant, and an old oil painting of one of the mills is a 
cherished heirloom of the Lotz famliy. Nicholas Lotz 
became largely prosperous, conducting these mills, purchas- 
ing extensive land and building a distillery, the last struc- 
ture later converted into dwellings on Neversink Street. 
He owned extensive property in Alsace and Penn Mount, 
the latter a part of the Proprietors’ Manor. Nicholas 
Lotz served as a delegate to the Provincial Conference 
from Berks County, in July, 1776, and was a leader in the 
patriotic movements of his time, from January, 1775, when 
he was made chairman of the standing committee, until 
independence was established. In June, 1776, he was 
again delegated to the Provincial Conference, and on June 
27, 1776, as chairman of the standing committee, issued 
the notice for a meeting, July 2, 1776. This was for the 
purpose of choosing an officer for the quota for Berks 
County, (six hundred and sixty-six men) and learning 
who were ready for immediate service. The officers chosen 
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were: Henry Haller, colonel; Nicholas Lotz, lieutenant- 
colonel; and Edward Burd, major. 

In the campaign of “Flying Camp” in New York, Col- 
onel Lotz was taken prisoner at the battle of Long Island, 
paroled, April 16, 1777, and exchanged, September 10, 1779. 
In 1780, Colonel Lotz was made commissioner of forage, 
and from August 12 to December 5, 1789, disbursed 
$202,033 for the Government. This money was largely 
paid in currency, large sums from the colonel’s own private 


- resources, and as much was never redeemed his losses were 


great. On more than one occasion he delivered grain or 
other produce, for which he was paid in Continental cur- 
rency, which became worthless, due to a subsequent issue 
before he was able to exchange it. Certain receipt books 
were in existence until recent years, when his grandson, in 
discussing the matter by his fireside, became so angry at 
the injustice of things as he saw them, threw the papers 
in the fire. Colonel Lotz represented Berks County twice 
in the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, 1784 to 1786, 
and 1790 to 1794, and was appointed Associate Judge of 
this county in 1795 by his close friend, Governor Thomas 
Mifflin. He succeeded Colonel Joseph Hiester, and held 
office until 1806. As President Washington was passing 
through Reading, on his way to Carlisle in 1794, a military 
parade was held on Penn Square in his honor. Colonel 
Lotz was at the head of a body of prominent citizens 
who acted as a reception committee to the distinguished 
visitor. ‘The review of the parade took place from the 
Federal Inn (now Farmers’ National Bank) at Fifth and 
Penn streets, and here Colonel Lotz attracted much atten- 
tion because of his commanding presence, for he was 
finely proportioned, being over six feet tall and weighing 
about three hundred pounds. The sons of Colonel Lotz 
were: Philip, Nicholas, Jacob, John, of whom further; 
Henry, Michael, and one daughter, Rosa. The father of 
these children died November 28, 1907, and was buried in 
the First Reformed Church Cemetery, the remains having 
been removed to Charles Evans Cemetery. His funeral 
is said to have been the largest up to that time in Reading. 
He has been called one of the “six immortals” of Berks 
County, for his devotion to public affairs. 

(II) Colonel John Lotz, son of Colonel Nicholas Lotz, 
was associated with his father in the distillery business, 
and later he established a wool hat factory in the south 
part of the city. He served with honor and distinction in 
the War of 1812, his promotion to the rank of colonel 
having been received for his many deeds of valor. Col- 
onel John Lotz became a prominent man in the com- 
munity. He had two sons, Philip, who married, and 
whose three sons served in the Civil War, all being killed 
in battle; and John, of whom further. 

(III) John Lotz, son of Colonel John Lotz, was an 
“Qld Line Whig” and well known in public affairs. He 
was called an extremely forceful character, and was also 
a man of commanding stature and large prominence. He 
manufactured wool hats in Adamstown, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, for some years, later coming to Reading, 
and he retired some years before his death. 

(IV) David F. Lotz, son of John Lotz, was one of 
the most important wool hat manufacturers of his day, 
and also a leading figure in civic affairs, a member of the 
City Council, and one of the early workers for the splen- 
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did park system. He was one of the first park commis- 
sioners, and late in life one of the first advocates of the 
play grounds. It was largely through his efforts that the 
first play ground of this city came into existence. Of 
the brothers and sisters of David F. Lotz, James went to 
the western part of the State and became a successful oil 


-operatér and later superintendent of the Pennsylvania 


Railroad shops in Altoona. Harrison became a wool hat- 
ter. John was accidentally shot while hunting. Katherine 
became the wife of Albert Roland. Margaret became 
the wife of David Hill, and their daughter is Mrs. J. 
George Hintz. Elizabeth, became the wife of David 
Crum. David F. Lotz married Sarah Stoever, and they 
were the parents of four children: David C., of whom 
further; William H.; John; Emma, wife of James N. 
Hutchinson. 

(V) David C. Lotz, eldest son of David F. and Sarah 
(Stoever) Lotz, was born in Reading, August 8, 1859. 
Associated for years with his father in the woolen hat 
business, he continued the enterprise for a considerable 
time after his father’s death. When the manufacture of 
wool hats no longer became profitable and fur hats took 
their place, he retired, and has since devoted his time and 
attention to other pursuits. His benevolences largely 
engage his time, and one of the most important institu- 
tions with which he is affiliated is the Lutheran Orphans 
Home, at Topton, of which he is president. He has 
done much toward building the home up to its present 
importance and high standard. It is conducted on the 
family plan rather than as an institution, and hundreds 
of children have gone out from under its protection to 
useful positions in life, looking back upon the home as 
the place where they gained their inspiration to lofty 
endeavor. As president of this institution, Mr. Lotz is 
the first layman ever-to have occupied this position, and 
his work is commended by all. He is one of the leading 
lay figures in the religious life of the city, and in every 
phase of community advance he bears a worthy and con- 
structive part. 

David C. Lotz married Sarah Wells, daughter of Charles 
B. Wells, for many years a member of the Common 
Council of the city of Reading. They are the parents 
of four children: Carrie E., principal of the Sixteenth and 
Haak streets schools, Reading, Pennsylvania; Bessie, widow 
of Rev. William H. Roth, occupying a secretarial posi- 
tion in Reading; Charles Wells, consulting engineer for 
the M. A. Hanna Company, of Cleveland and Pottsville; 
Sara (Lotz) Callaghan, of Reading. There are also five 
grandchildren: Dorothy S. Roth, Charles Wells Lotz, Jr., 
John Robert Lotz, Helen Keller Lotz, and John David 
Callaghan. 





J. MILO WEBSTER—Business affiliations of wide 
importance engage the attention of J. Milo Webster, of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, and the constructive effort which 
he gives to his work counts largely for the progress and 
well-being of the people, for it is in the realm of the 
manufacturing optician and the wholesale distributor of 
optical and radio supplies that he holds a. leading position. 
Mr. Webster is highly trained in his line, and has attained 
very wide prominence, his headquarters in Reading, known 
as the Reading Optical Company, forming the center 
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of distribution for a trade serving particularly the im- 
mediate surrounding territory, but extending on a lesser 
scale beyond the boundaries of the State. 

J. Milo Webster is a native of Minnesota, but was 
raised and educated in Pennsylvania, his people having 
come East when he was very small. In 1910 he came to 


Reading, Pennsylvania, and took over the wholesale op-’ 


tical business theretofore conducted by the Pennsylvania 
Optical Company, of which the present interest is the out- 
growth. At that time the business was located at. No. 
15 North Fourth Street, but under Mr. Webster’s capable 
administration the need for larger space soon became 
imperative. A very desirable location was secured at 
Nos. 313-321 North Fourth Street, the property thereto- 
fore the residence of Jonathan Leinbach. A new building 
was erected on this property, adjoining the residence, and 
the business was moved into the new structure in Nov- 
ember, 1913. During this period and for some time later 
the business went forward in the form of a corporation 
under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania. In 1918, 
however, the entire outstanding capital stock became the 
property of Mr. and Mrs. Webster, thus the corporation 
was dissolved. The interest has since been conducted as a 
proprietorship, Mrs. Webster being associated with her 
husband in its activities. The Reading Optical Company, 
as the firm is now known, does a very extensive whole- 
sale optical business, acting as jobbers in various lines 
of this and allied distribution for several Jeading manufac- 
turers. The principal interest of the concern, however, 
is the grinding of lenses to prescription for the correction 
of defective vision. In this realm they have no superior, 
being equipped with all the facilities for accurate work 
of the most unfailing excellence. 

Mr. Webster, as the head of this important enterprise, 
has long been a member of the Reading Chamber of Com- 
merce, and an active leader in that body. For seven 
years he served on the streets committee of the chamber. 
He is interested in all branches of worthy and forward- 
looking endeavor, is a charter member of the local 
Rotary Club, and for more than three years was its 
secretary. Mrs. Webster is broadly active in Young 
Women’s Christian Association work, also holding mem- 
bership in various civic organizations. Both Mr. and 


Mrs. Webster are leading members of the First Baptist - 


Church of Reading. 


WILLIAM G. STOLZ—In a widely important and 
universally recognized industry, William G. Stolz of Read- 
ing and Glenside, Pennsylvania, holds a leading position, 
for in his connection with the Reading Hosiery Finishing 
Works he is bearing a vital part in the progress of the 
concern. His usefulness in the world of industry and his 
success aS an executive have carried him to noteworthy 
rank in business affairs in Berks County, and while this 
enterprise has been founded within somewhat recent years, 
it is taking rank with the leaders in its field and holding 
a place side by side with other concerns of long standing. 
Mr. Stolz, as a proprietor of this firm, and equally as a 
progressive citizen, holds the esteem and confidence of 
the entire circle in which he is prominently known. He 
is a son of Gottfried Stolz, who was formerly a well 
known cabinet-maker of Reading, and served his trade in 
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his early day with John Henninger, at one time a leading 
undertaker of Reading. Gottfried Stolz died at the age 
of seventy-three years, having long survived his wife, 
Lauretta, who passed away in 1887, at the age of forty- 
five years. 

William G. Stolz was born at the family home, at No. 
213 North Tenth Street, in Reading, July 14, 1871. -His 
education was begun in the local public schools, and fol- 
lowing the completion of the usual course, he devoted his 
higher studies to the realm of mechanical enginecring. 
Active in this widely important field of endeavor until 
1915, he then bore a part in the founding of the present 
interest. Under the title of the Reading Hosiery Finishing 
Works this business was launched by Mr. Stolz. The 
concern is growing and developing steadily and its future 
is one of large promise. Mr. Stolz has few interests, ex- 
cept of a business nature. He is a member of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and holds membership in Corner Stone 
Lodge, No. 367, Free and Accepted Masons, of Brooklyn, 
New York. His religious affiliation is with the Lutheran 
Church. 

William G. Stolz married, June 11, 1896, in Brooklyn, 
New York, Catherine Rhine, daughter of Samuel and 
Susan Rhine. Mr. and Mrs. Stolz are the parents of 
three children: 1. Leroy G., born June 1, 1897. 2. Her- 
bert Allen, born December 19, 1900. 3. William Hughes 
Stanley, born August: 29, 1903. 


HENRY W. SHARADIN—To be devoted to one’s 
art for the mere love of it or for the purpose of gratify- 
ing one’s ambition, without having a proper objective 
of one’s talents, is one thing; to be devoted to art and 
to enjoy the gratification of a lofty ambition to make 
our contacts happier, and the world far better for our 
having given true expression to our talents, is the other 
and much more desirable thing after which the true 
artist strives. When this devotion and ambition are 
coupled with that wonderful urge to inculcate in others 
who have been brought under our tutelage a burning zeal 
to pay ardent court to Art to the end that they shall 
enter into permanent alliance with her, and that similar 
healthy offspring shall become the fruit of that union, 
is undoubtedly the summum bonum of the professorial 
artist’s career. In the not overcrowded class of profes- 
sors of art, who are themselves artists of no mean ability, 
is to be found Henry W. Sharadin, who occupies the 
chair of art at the Kutztown State Normal School, Kutz- 
town, Pennsylvania. The Department of Education of 
the Keystone State is indeed fortunate in having on its 
staff a man of Mr. Sharadin’s excellence in his profession. 
and in having him so happily located in the chair of art 
at Kutztown Normal, from within whose halls has gone 
forth a beautiful and enduring testimony to his worth 
as a teacher of the best of art, a number of whose 
student-admirers have been led to become living exponents 
of the ideals, the first principles of which they first knew 
from the lips or the hand of Professor Sharadin. 

He was born December 22, 1872, son of John Daniel 
and Caroline Sharadin, both of whom are deceased, the 
father having been a merchant and proprietor of a tin- 
ning business, and trustee of the Keystone State Normal 
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School. Mr. Butz, maternal grandfather of Henry W. 
Sharadin, was one who used his influence and money to 
locate a school here. He was one of the prominent and 
wealthy farmers. He also was instrumental in getting Dr. 
Schaeffer here, and his memory was memorialized by 
a window in St. Paul’s Reformed Church, of Kutztown. 
Henry W. Sharadin received his preliminary education 
in the public schools. We entered the Kutztown State 
Normal School, whence he was graduated in the class 
of 1891. He next attended leading art schools. in Phil- 
adelphia and New York, and received diplomas. from 
both institutions. He opened a school for the teaching 
of art in Reading, Pennsylvania, and at the same time 
made a practical application of his gifts by work on the 
“Reading Eagle.” His capacity as an educator in his 
chosen department soon came to be recognized, and he 
was called to the faculty of his alma mater, teaching art 
in the Kutztown Normal School from 1904 to 1913, one 
season of this period (1905) having been spent in sup- 
plementary study in the renowned art centers of Paris 
and Rome. His next appointment was to the chair of 
art at the Allentown High School, Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he made a splendid record for the years of 
his service there, 1916-1919, one season of a preceding 
period having also been profitably passed (1912) in further 
study at Paris and Rome. In 1918 he again was called 
to the department of art studies at Kutztown Normal, 
and here he has remained until the present time (1924), 
his influence deepening and widening with the passing of 
the years. To say that Professor Sharadin is devoted 
to his art is to put it mildly. He is absorbed in it, and 
thus is enabled the better to enthuse a lasting love of 
art in his students. This year (1924) the Kutztown 
Normal (indirectly through Professor Sharadin) has been 
raised to a three years’ course in art which qualifies 
students for Supervisor of Art. The only other such 
Normal School in the State is the Edinboro Normal. 
Among a considerable number of smaller pieces, the 
products of Mr. Sharadin’s brush, is a noteworthy paint- 
ing, “Education,” which graces the stage of the chapel 
at Kutztown Normal. The conception of the study is 
Professor Sharadin’s own, and the painting is held by 
some as in the rank of masterpieces. The legend tells 
forth the artist’s desire in creating the work: “Education 
ought to be a search after the knowledge of God.” The 
conception of the ideal is of educaticn as experienced in 
Spencer’s immortal words: “Education is preparation for 


complete living,” and of Solomon’s eternal truth: “Wisdom _ 


is the principal thing; exalt her and she shall promote 
thee.” The painting, because of its subject and excellence 
of execution, has been made the recipient of widespread 
favorable comment. 

Patriotism is one of the compelling motives in Professor 
Sharadin’s character. During the World War this element 
was given helpful expression by his devotion to the coun- 
try’s part in the struggle. He was active in the Liberty 
Loan campaigns and in community work, setting an ex- 
cellent example for the student body and aligning himself 
with equally patriotic fellow-citizens. Mr. Sharadin is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Kutztown 
Country Club, and the New York National Arts Club. 
He is a communicant of the Reformed Church. 


R.-B.—16 


Mr. Sharadin married, at Kutztown, Louisa Neff, daugh- 
ter of Alfred and Susanna Neff. 


JACOB BENTON FRICKER—Of outstanding sig- 
nificance to the people of Reading was the life of Jacob 
B. Fricker, whose usefulness was a strong and heipful 
influence in many branches of community endeavor. Life 
endowed Mr. Fricker with a large ability and a marvelous 


- energy which carried him over the most formidable ob- 


stacles and won him high rank in business circles. This 
was, however, only one phase of his career. The generosity 
of spirit which guided and governed his efforts meant 
untold good to the people of Reading, especially the poor 
and unfortunate, for whose needs he constantly endeav- 
ored to provide. The public affairs of the municipality 
felt the strength of Mr. Fricker’s constructive efforts, 
and his name will long be remembered in connection 
with all that pertained to the local progress. He found 
his highest happiness, however, in religious endeavor, and 
in the work of the Reformed Church he was one of the 
most devoted and tireless members. Such a life as that 
of Jacob Benton Fricker cannot fail to imspire others to 
admiration and emulation, and no record of advance in 
Berks County would be complete without his name. 

Jacob Fricker, father of Jacob B. Fricker, was born in 
Huntington County, Pennsylvania, and remained in that 
section until the age of twenty-two years, when he came 
to Reading to enter the employ of Jacob Sauerbier, as 
foreman and manager of the Sauerbier hat factory. He 
held this position for twelve years, when he resigned to 
take up a partnership in the same field with Harry 
Brown, whose factory was located at No. 807 Penn 
Street. This was in 1835. Jacob Fricker later built his 
residence on the same site, and continued his manufactur- 
ing operations in the rear. He also established a retail 
store on the corner of Fifth and Court streets, and was 
active in both interests until his death. He personally 
attended to many branches of his business from time to 
time and, as was the custom of the day, travelled about 
selling his product or negotiating exchanges of stock for 
new fur pelts. It was on such a trip that the cold which 
resulted in his death in March, 1847, was contracted. 
Jacob Fricker married, in 1828, Katharine Allgaier, who 
survived him for a great many years, maintaining the 
homestead on Penn Street until her death in 1888. They 
were the parents of five children: Peter H., a manufac- 
turer of fur hats in Reading; Andrew J., who was in the 
printing business, and who was also a box manufacturer; 
Sarah E.; Jacob B.; and George, a printer and manufac- 
turer. 

Jacob Benton Fricker was born December 19, 1839, in 
the homestead which his father built. His education was 
limited to the advantages of the local public schools. As 
a young man he entered the employ of a mercantile con- 
cern, continuing along the same general line of activity 
in connection with various firms until the Civil War, 
when he was identified with the local post office. He 
was later active as clerk and teller in the First National 
and the Reading Savings banks. In 1871 Mr. Fricker 
became identified with DeLong brothers and was active 
for four years in their tanning and currier interests at the 
corner of Ninth and Muhlenberg streets. Then, as a 
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member of this firm, he established a branch wholesale 
leather interest in Philadelphia with which he retained 
his connection practically until his death. Other inter- 
ests of great importance also engaged his attention, how- 
ever. He formed a partnership with Lambert A. Rehr 
in 1884, and under the firm name of Rehr & Fricker these 
progressive men were active for many years as contractors 
and builders, with offices at No. 124 Cedar Street. Mr. 
Fricker held this affiliation until his death and the con- 
cern is still active. They built many houses in Reading 
and vicinity, and improved materially various sections of 
the city. This interest undoubtedly led to Mr. Fricker’s 
connection also with the Reading Lumber Company, in 
which he became a governing shareholder. He was also 


_ identified with the Reading Hardware Company, and was 


for a long time president and a considerable stockholder 
of the Crescent Brass Foundry Co. He became one of 
the founders of the Reading Abattoir Company, Inc., and 
for about twenty years he served as manager of the last 
mentioned concern, which contributed in a very important 
way to the general health and welfare of the people. 

Throughout his lifetime an ardent supporter of the 
Republican Party, Mr. Fricker gave his best endeavors 
to its progress and was influential in its ranks. He 
never sought or cared for official honors, but was made 
presidential elector from the Berks-Lehigh Congressional 
District for the Republican State Convention, his constit- 
uency instructing him to vote for Theodore Roosevelt. 
No interest of Mr. Fricker’s life was greater than his 
Christian devotion to charitable and religious effort. Of 
his activities of this nature the “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger,” under the date of November 25, 1915, commented 
as follows: 


Left fatherless in early life, he was reared in an 
atmosphere of unusual piety and faith, created by a 
mother whose chief resource lay in her trust in God. His 
endowment of tremendous physical and mental energy 
thus became permeated through and through with the 
religious spirit, which insured a life of conspicuous use- 
fulness. 

He began his business career with industry and a 
mative fund of energy as his only capital. But he rose 
step by step to a commanding position in the industrial 
life of the community. 

His chief interest, however, was not material, but 
spiritual. He sought money, not for its own sake, but 
for the spiritual uses to which it could be devoted. He 
occasionally expressed the desire to be rich, but never 
for the sake of what it would bring to him, but always 
for the sake of the good that he could do with it. 

That be was genuine in the expression of this desire 
is evidenced by the unostentious life which he lived. 
There was never any display of wealth or show of 
power. Without judging other men, his practice showed 
his fine sense of stewardship. ******** 

His contributions to St. Paul’s were salwsys generous 
and he gave thousands of dollars in the extension work 
of the Reformed Church in Reading. ****** 


His gifts to local benevolences were rarely known when 
he could avoid publicity. He did much charitable work 
for orphans. And no worthy cause could appeal to him 
without substantial response. For more than thirty years 
Mr. Fricker sang in the choir of St. Paul’s Reformed 
Church, of Reading, of which he was one of the founders. 
He was also greatly interested in the Bausman Memorial 
Reformed Church, of Wyomissing, and his familiarity 
with construction affairs led to his service on building 
committees of St. Thomas’, St. John’s, Calvary, St. An- 


drew’s, Zion’s, and of the first structures of St. Stephen’s, 


S aaiedeethieatamenalinh tiene tisanihd ck tr eee 


BERKS COUNTY 


St. Mark’s, the Sunday School building of St. Paul’s and 
also of the Seminary building of the Reformed Church 
in Lancaster. Mr. Fricker was a well known member o( 
the Mozart Musical Union, but his voice was rarely 
heard except in the sacred edifices, which he took the 
greatest delight in attending. 

Jacob Benton Fricker married, in 1868, Annie E. Getz, 
daughter of Peter D. Getz, a sketch of whom follows. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fricker were the parents of four daughters: 
Katharine, who died in infancy; Mary F., who married 
Thomas G. Mull, and who have one daughter, Helen; 
Martha A., died in 1914; and Anna F., who married John 
J. Beaver. Mrs. Fricker survives her husband and main- 
tains the homestead at No. 214 North Sixth Street, 
Reading. 





PETER D. GETZ—No more interesting or profitable 
privilege can engage the attention of the student of af- 
fairs and conditions than delving into the past for the 
records of early pioneers in any realm of endeavor. It 
is equally true that no locality is more richly blessed 
with records of worthy and commendable achievement 
than is Berks County, and in every decade of its history 
groups of upright and sturdy citizens have contributed 
to the general prosperity and well-being. The life of 
Peter D. Getz may well exemplify in these permanent 
records of Berks County the citizenship of his time, for 
throughout his career, which spanned a generous portion 
of the nineteenth century, he gave to life and its respon- 
sibilities the tireless and constructive endeavor which car- 
ried his name to a noteworthy position. 

Nicholas Getz, grandfather of Mr. Getz, lived on a 
farm in Cumru Township, and it is a matter of tradition 
that he was the first farmer in that vicinity to own a 
finely finished carriage with springs. Tradition is explicit 
in handing down also the information that upon his drives 
through Reading the man and the vehicle attracted wide 
attention. 

John Getz, son of Nicholas Getz, was born in Cumru 
Township, and reared in agricultural activities. He became 
the owner of a splendid two hundred acre farm adjoin- 
ing his father’s property, but his life was closed in its 
prime by an unfortunate accident. He removed with 
his family to No. 115 Penn Street, Reading, then after 
a Short residence there, removed once more to a house at 
the lower end of Chestnut Street, finally occupying a 
house near his business, which was on the wharf, at the 
bank of the canal. This was known for many years as 
Getz’s Wharf. John Getz was returning home from an 
evening call on his son, Aaron, and crossing the bridge 
at the foot of Franklin Street, which had guard rails 
only a part of its length, he fell into the locks. An 
abrasion on his forehead indicated that he was stunned 
by his head striking a stone in the water and was 
hence incapable of helping himself. This must have been 
the case, as he was known to be an excellent swimmer. 

Peter D. Getz, son of John Getz, was born September 
11, 1822, on the farm. owned by his father in Cumru 
Township. Only a few years of age when his father lost 
his life, he was early active in business affairs, but secured 
an excellent practical education at the school presided 
over by Rachel D. Griscom, which was in a frame build- 
ing on Penn Street, between Second and Third. He also 
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attended school in the basement of the First Baptist 
Church, under Milo H. Ferry, who kept a rope suspended 
from the ceiling, threatening to hang up any pupil who 
was unruly. His studies were completed under Major 
David Madeira, who conducted a private school and is 
described as “a tall, stout man, with florid complexion 
and side whiskers.” Major Madeira was very prominent 
in local military affairs and was for some time captain of 
the Washington Grays. 

At the age of sixteen years, Mr. Getz hauled “sills” 
from Getz’s Wharf for the construction of the Reading 
Railroad, and he witnessed the unloading of the first 
locomotive from a canal boat at the same wharf. This 
locomotive was named the “Delaware” and was brought 
from Philadelphia on Isaiah Goodfellow’s boat, while a 
crane was used for unloading it. Iron rails were laid 
along Chestnut Street, and horses were brought to the 
task of drawing the engine to the plot of ground at 
the southwest corner of Seventh and Chestnut streets, 
where the old Reading Academy building later stood. 
People of all ages and both sexes came from all parts of 
the country to see the locomotive drawn up to the street. 
The railroad in its construction brought business to Read- 
ing, and Mr. Getz in his early activities did much toward 
its building. Having learned the blacksmith trade from 
his brother, Aaron, who was left in charge of their father’s 
shop, the brothers did a great deal of work for the Read- 
ing Railroad Company, making spikes by the ton, indeed 
producing many tons of spikes and other iron work 
required in construction activities, including iron work for 
the many bridges along the right of way. Mr. Getz also, 
as he became the sole owner of the blacksmith shop, did 
the blacksmith work for the leading concerns of an indus- 
trial and commercial nature throughout the city. In the 
civic affairs of his time, Mr. Getz took the deepest inter- 
est, and was twice a member of the Common Council 
from what was then known as the Southwest Ward. He 
was first elected to that body in 1852, then later, in 1857, 
and at this time there were only five wards, Northeast, 
Northwest, Southeast, Southwest and Spruce. Mr. Getz 
further served as highway commissioner of the Western 
Division, which included all thoroughfares west of Wash- 
ington Street, during the year 1874. For twenty-one years, 
Mr. Getz owned a stone yard at the corner of Front and 
Chestnut streets. His reason for retirement was not old 
age, but rather impaired health, due to an accident, a heavy 
Stone having fallen upon him in the activities of the stone 
business. His partners in this interest Were, successively, 
Reuben Drexel and Charles Davis, each of these men 
having been affiliated with him for about a decade. In 
many interests of a community nature, Mr. Getz held 
prominent rank, and not the least noteworthy of these 
had to do with the maintenance of order in the civic 
body. It is of interest to this record to quote from a 
newspaper published many years ago, which printed a 
full column article on the life of Mr. Getz. This article 
said in part: 

Mr. Getz recollects well when the night watchmen 
called out the hours of the night and the condition of 
the weather. When a boy he saw the young folks dance 
in the large hall of the public house that stood at the 
foot of Penn Street, south side, and which was kept by 


the late Henry Rheinhart from 1836 until 1841. There 
W88 generally dancing there every other Saturday night. 


The late Jacob Bushong was a member of Common 
Council from the Northwest ward, while Mr. Getz was 
a member from the Southwest. The latter said: ‘‘Mr. 
Bushong and I were appointed on the secret police force 
to walk around at night from about 10 p.m. till 4 a.m. 
several times a week in citizens’ clothing, with power to 
arrest any disorderly or suspicious person and take them 
to the lock-up. If I found any disorderly persons 
together on the street I told them to disperse and go 
home, and I closely watched the movements of suspicious 
persons, but I never arrested any one. The secret police 
received no pay. At that time incendiaries, robbers sand 
other objectionable persons were about, and it was 
thought the secret police could watch them better than 
the regular police, who were known as such. Each mem- 
ber of the secret police carried a pistol, but I mever 
heard that any one had occasion to use his weapon. 
I was never attacked or abused. I went around partly 
disguised.” 

Peter D. Getz married Mary Magdalene Wehr, and 
they were the parents of seven children: Kate, wife of 
Albert Simon; Annie E., wife of Jacob B. Fricker, a 
sketch of whom precedes this; Jennie; Viola; Peter R.; 


Charles; and Linda, deceased. 


PAUL H. GERHARDT, M. D.—Philadelphia and 
New York institutions gave Dr. Gerhardt the general 
and specialized medical training that was his prepara- 
tion for the professional work that has been pursued 
in Reading and that has numbered him among the 
leading specialists of the district. Diseases of the eye, 
ear. nose and throat form the field to which he 
confines his labors and in which he has been notably 
successful. 

Dr. Gerhardt is a native of Berks County, son of 
Franklin P. and Emma R. (Peifer) Gerhardt, and 
was born at Wernersville, Pennsylvania, February 5, 
1880. His public school studies were completed with 
graduation from the Wernersville High School in 
1898, after which he took special work at the State 
Normal School at Kutztown, Pennsylvania, in 1900 
graduating from Stoner’s Business College. His 
medical studies were followed in Hahnemann Medical 
College, of Philadelphia, where he received the degree 
of M. D. in 1908, and he then began general prac- 
tice, subsequently receiving the degree of O. et O. 
Chir., from the New York Ophthalmic College. The 
first year after his graduation from Hahnemann was 
spent as resident physician at Hahnemann Hospital 
in Philadelphia, and he was afterward, for one year, 
resident physician at the Homeopathic Hospital in 
Reading. Six years was the term of his general 
practice, but he now gives himself exclusively to eye, 
ear, nose and throat work, maintaining an office 
in the American Casualty Building, in Reading. 

Dr. Gerhardt enlisted in the Medical Reserve Corps 
(later known as the Medical Corps) of the United 
States Army and was commissioned captain, leaving 
Reading August 3, 1917, and attending the Officers’ 
Training Camp at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. Sub- 
sequently, he was assigned to duty at Camp Jackson, 
Base Hospital, Columbia, South Carolina, and from 
this place he went overseas, as chief of the eye service 
at Base Hospital No. 59, located at Remaucourt, 
Haute-Marne, France. After the close of hostilities 
he returned to the United States and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Dix, New Jersey, August 6, 
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1919, with a captain’s rank, although he was listed 
for promotion when the armistice was signed. 

Dr. Gerhardt is a member of the Certified Milk 
Commission, of Reading, and of the Kiwanis Club, 
taking active part in civic affairs as far as professional 
obligations permit. He is also a member of the 
Berks County Homeopathic Medical Society; Penn- 
sylvania) Homeopathic Medical Society; and the 
American. Institute of Homeopathy. . He fraternizes 
with the Masonic Order, in the bodies of Reading 
Consistory, holding membership in Isaac  Hiester 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, of Reading; and 
also affiliates with Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading. He 
is a member of Reading Lodge of Elks. 

Dr. Gerhardt married, in Reading, June 30, 1916, 
Helen E. Fritch. Dr. Gerhardt is a member of the 
Reformed Church at Wernersville, and Mrs. Gerhardt 
of Trinity Lutheran Church, of Reading. 


PROFESSOR JAMES J. HAUSER—A prominent 
man who spent the greater part of his active life at 
Emaus, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, and the evening 
of his life in Kutztown, Professor James J. Hauser, 
veteran school teacher, justice of the peace, and newspaper 
correspondent, as well as historian, was well known in 
the county, where he had earned the honored esteem of 
his fellows, and passed away in the ripeness of years, hav- 
ing reached the promised “three score years and ten.” 
A great-grandson of Michael Hauser, who came to Amer- 
ica on the ship “Richmond,” which landed in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, October 20, 1764, he has upheld the 
traditions of his family, who served the land where they 
had their habitation. 

(I) This first forebear of the Hauser family in Amer- 
ica, Michael (1) Hauser, married a Miss Xander, and 
settled in the vicinity of the Jordan Lutheran Church, 
South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, and it is 
believed that he and his wife are buried at that church. 
He was a laborer. Their children were: Michael (2), 
of whom further; George; David; Peter; John; Mar- 
garet, who married Joseph Laudenslager; Catherine, who 
married Henry Strauss; and Marie, who married Elias 
Muse. : 

(II) Michael (2) Hauser, son of Michael (1) and — — 
(Xander) Hauser, was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 25, 1789, and with his parents came to 
Whitehall Township, this county. He was a _ basket 
maker by trade, and by occupation a laborer. While 
engaged in digging a well, some miscreant, during the 
night, cut the rope which was used in hoisting the men 
and earth in and out of the well, the rope being cut 
about ten feet from one of the ends. It happened that 
Mr. Hauser was let down first on that succeeding morning, 
and as he was entering the well the rope broke, and he 
fell a distance of seventy feet, breaking his back. He was 
a cripple ever after until death relieved him on February 
11, 1863, at the age of almost seventy-four years. He 
died at the home of his son-in-law, Charles Glick. 

Michael Hauser married Elizabeth George, a daughter 


of Philip George, and a granddaughter of Philip George, . 


Sr., the latter having been killed by the Indians in North- 
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ampton County, and was buried at the Indian Land 
Church. Michael and Elizabeth (George) Hauser were 
the parents of eleven children, among them Michael, of 
whom further. 

(III) Michael (3) Hauser, son of Michael (2) and 
Elizabeth (George) Hauser, was born January 3, 1830, 
and died February 8, 1908. He was a carpenter. He 
married Katherine Koch, who was born November 23, 
1833, and who later lived at Hellertown. Their children 
were: James J., of whom further; Alvesta, Milton, 
Michael E., John J., Oscar F., and Laura. 

(IV) Professor James J. Hauser, son of Michael (3) 
and Katherine (Koch) Hauser, was: born September athe 
1854, in Salisbury Township. He was educated in the 
public schools of the County, and also attended the public 
schools of the States of Ohio and Illinois, and the private 
school of Professor Thomas Reichard, at Hellertown, 
Pennsylvania, in 1872. In the latter year he began teach- 
ing, and taught for forty-one terms in the following places 
and schools: Lehigh Mountain, Ritter’s, Salisbury Church 
School, Merkel’s, Vera Cruz, Brunner’s, Old Zionsville, 
Geisinger’s, Miller’s Powder Valley, Koch’s, Emaus, Keck’s, 
Ritter’s in Lower Macungie all of these in Lehigh Valley; 
also at South Easton School, United School in Lower 
Saucon Township, Northampton County, and Fink School; 
the last five upwards he taught in Berks County. After 
forty-seven years of teaching, Mr. Hauser retired about 
1920, and was then placed on the Retired Teachers’ State 
Pension list. . After his retirement he made his home with 
his son, Victor H., a sketch of whom follows. 

Mr. Hauser was a correspondent for the Allentown 
“Morning Call” at the various places he taught school, 
and he kept up this work until about four months prev- 
ious to his demise, when his health began to fail. He 
was also a reporter for the “Leader-Democrat,” and he 
wrote a History of Lehigh County. He was a charter 
member of the Lehigh Valley Historical Society, and a 
member of the German Society. He wrote a concise 
school history of Lehigh County, and compiled an out- 
line of United States History. He was a charter member 
of Emaus Council, No. 436, Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, of which he was Past Counsellor, 
and represented his council in the State Convention at 
Altoona in 1897. He was also a member of Colonial T. 
H. Good Camp, No. 208, Sons of Veterans, which organ- 
ization he served in all the various offices, and also as 
a delegate to the several State Conventions and the D. of 
A. associations. He was the organizer of the local D. of 
A. He was a member of Martha Washington Council, 
No. 42, of Emaus, which he also served in all of its offices, 
and as its representative to the National Convention at 
Buffalo, in 1901. He was also a charter member of the 
Fraternal Patriotic Americans, and of the Veteran Teach- 
ers’ Association of Berks County. He was census enum- 
erator for 1910 for the East Texas District in Lower 
Macungie Township. In his church connection he and 


his family were members of St. Matthew United Evangel- 
ical Church, of Emaus, which he served as class leader, 
trustee, superintendent of the Sunday School, and was 
delegate to the annual conference of the church in 1894, 
which met at Reading, Pennsylvania. 
_ Professor James J. Hauser married, September 12, 1874, 
“Anna Matilda Lesch, daughter of the late Anthony and 
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Catherine (Lambert) Lesch, of Williams Township, who 
with the Fehrs were descendants of pioneer families of 
Northampton County. Mr. and Mrs. Hauser were the 
parents of five children: 1. Victor H., a sketch of whom 
follows. 2. Rosa. 3. Milton H., died in infancy. 4. Ma- 
tilda, died in her second year. 5. William, who married 
Lillie Schlegel, and -their children were: Elsie, Myrtle, 
Russell Charles, deceased, Albert, and Raymond. 

A man of splendid attainments, who gave his life in 
devotion to passing on the knowledge that he had ac- 
quired, in training up to fine ideals the malleable minds 
of the young who came within his influence, in setting 
an example in the modesty of his mode of living, and 
the simplicity of his manners, such is the heritage that 
Professor Hauser leaves to posterity. His character was 
nobly enriched by his genial kindness to all, and his sphere 
of usefulness was a broad one, and in it he won a well 
earned and honored esteem, equal perhaps to the in- 


fluence he exerted, whose ends reach beyond mortal ken. 
As the ripples spread out when a pebble we send 
O’er the waters all quiet and placid before, 
So the waves of our influence round us extend, 
Only to break on Eternity’s shore. 





VICTOR H. HAUSER—In Kutztown, Lehigh Val- 
ley, the name of Victor H. Hauser is well known, for he 
is superintendent of the foundry of the Kutztown Foundry 
and Machine Company, the main industry and source of 
livelihood for many of the inhabitants in the vicinity. 
He is also one of the prominent citizens in civic affairs, 
holding office in the community life of the section, and 
having also served prominently during the great World 
War. He comes of an old family, several generations of 
whom have been settled in Pennsylvania, as given in the 
preceding sketch. 

(V) Victor H. Hauser was born June 17, 1875, in 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, son of James J. and Anna 
Matilda (Lesch) Hauser, (q. v.), his parents both now 
deceased. He received his education in the public schools 
of his native State, and on finishing his studies became an 
apprentice in the foundry, and on the completion of his 
apprenticeship worked his way up until he attained the 
position that he occupies today, that of foundry super- 
intendent, which he has held for the past twenty years 
in the Kutztown Foundry and Machine Company. He 
has been interested in all civic movements and activities 
for the progress of the vicinity, and is one of the stock- 
holders in the Kutztown National Bank and the Kutz- 
town Trust Company. He is also president of the Town 
Council of Kutztown, which office he has held for a 
period of several years. During the great World War, 
he was one of the active citizens in all community drives, 
and did all in his power to serve the welfare of the 
United States. He is very active in fraternal bodies, being 
a member of Huguenot Lodge, No. 377, Free and Accep- 
ted Masons; and he holds the thirty-second degree in 
Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. He 
is also a member of the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine; Knights of the Golden Eagle; and 
Woodmen of the World. He was the organizer of Mar- 
tha Washington Council, No. 42, of Emans. He was 
a charter member of Emans Council, No. 456, Junior 
Order of United American Mechanics. In his religious 


affiliation he is a member of Grace United Evangelical 
Church. He is a nature lover, and likes to wander in 
woods and along streams, but does not fish. 

Victor H. Hauser married, April 6, 1895, Myrtle A. 
Knause, daughter of Jacob! and Eliza (Shankweiler) 
Knause, her father deceased, her mother still living (1924). 
Mr. and Mrs. Hauser are the parents of four children: 
1. Lillian, married Harold Rahn, of Palmerton, Pennsyl- 
vania. 2. Gladys, who teaches school in Easton, Penn- 
sylvania. 3. Stanley S., a graduate in Metallurgy, from 
Lehigh University, associated with the Birdsboro Steel 
Foundry, of Birdsboro, Pennsylvania. 4. Clarence H., a 
student in the Kutztown State Normal School. 


HOWARD URSINUS MILLER, M. D.—Prom- 
inently identified with medical advance both through his 
own activity as a successful physician and in connection 
with various lines of institutional work, Dr. Howard Ur- 
sinus Miller, of Mount Penn, is a leading and thoroughly- 
representative figure in professional advance. His excellent 
preparation for his work gave him high standing in the 
profession even in the early days of his activity, ana his 
continued success has carried him to an enviable position 
in the ranks of medical progress. He is a son of the Rev. 
Edward Deck and Harriet (Long) Miller, his father a 
native of Rehrersburg, Pennsylvania, and his mother a 
native of Stouchsburg, Berks County. The Rev. Edward 
Deck Miller is a leading minister of the Reformed Church. 

Howard Ursinus Miller was born at Ringtown, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, May 24, 1880. His education 
was begun in the local public schools, and later he at- 
tended Hanover High School at Hanover, York County, 
Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated in 1898. He 
then entered Ursinus College at Collegeville, Pennsylvania, 
where he covered the liberal arts course and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1902. Thereafter entering 
the Medico-Chirurgical College at Philadelphia, he was 
graduated from that institution in, the class of 1906 with 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Dr. Miller was im- 
mediately thereafter made resident physician at the 
Youngstown City Hospital at Youngstown, Ohio, and fill- 
ed this largely-responsible position for a period of two 
years. Establishing himself in West Leesport, Berks 
County, in 1908, Dr. Miller was active in his chosen 
profession there until 1914, when he removed to Mount 
Penn, one of the finest suburbs of Reading. He has been 
continuously active in practice since at this location, and 
his work has placed him among the most noteworthy 
and successful men of the day in this section. Dr. Miller 
has served for some years as a member of the medical 
staff of the Reading Hospital, and since 1918 has been 
active as physician in charge of the Berks County Tuber- 
culosis Sanitorium. His work in the fight against tuber- 
culosis has attained more than passing importance, and 
in various branches of medical advance he is regarded as 
an authority although still continuing along general lines 
of practice. He is a director of the Mount Penn Trust 
Company. Dr. Miller is affiliated fraternally with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Independent 
Order of Americans, while his clubs are the Mount Penn 


and the Reading Country. He is a member of the First 


‘Reformed Church of Reading. 
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Howard Ursinus Miller married, June 16, 1909, at West 
Leesport, Berks County, Pennsylvania, Bertha Evelyn 
Shipe, of Sunbury, Pennsylvania, daughter of John and 
Clara (Meyers) Shipe, the mother deceased. Mr. and 
Mrs. Miller are the parents of one son, Eugene Herbert, 
born August 17, 1912. The family reside at No. 2204 
Perkiomen Avenue, Mount Penn, Reading, Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Miller is a member of the School Board of Mount 
Penn. 


GEORGE FRANKLIN EISENHOWER —In the 
progressive activitics of George Franklin Eisenhower, of 
Intervilla, not only his home community but Berks Coun- 
ty in many sections feels the influence of his tireless en- 
deavors and recognizes his usefulness. A man of natural 
ability and excellent experience, he has risen to more than 
passing prominence in his home community. He is bearing 
a worthy part in industrial and public utility affairs, and 
in the public service he has done much to advance the 
welfare of the people, while he is a leading figure in fra- 
ternal circles. 

Charles F. Eisenhower, father of George F. Eisenhower, 
was a man of sincere and worthy spirit, and throughout 
his active lifetime was engaged in useful pursuits. He 
married Annie Sarah Bodmer, a member of a family 
prominent in Switzerland until recent generations, Mrs. 
Eisenhower’s father, Samuel Bodmer, was born in Swit- 
zerland, and came to America as a young man, locating 
in Reading, Pennsylvania, where now the Reading Cotton 
Mills stand. This was then pasture land and he conducted 
a dairy farm with headquarters at the present location, 
No. 337 Minor Street. He married Sarah Schmearer, and 
they were the parents of three children: William; Annie 
Sarah, who became the wife of Charles F. Eisenhower, 
as above mentioned; and John, deceased. Annie Sarah 
Eisenhower died on November 29, 1904. 

George Franklin Eisenhower was born in the family home 
at No. 337 Minor Street, Reading, May 29, 1884. He 
received his education in the Reading grammar school and 
at the schools of Stonetown, in Exeter Township, but 
his educational opportunities were limited, and early in 
life he entered the world of industry. He was first iden- 
tified with H. E. Ahrens & Brother, a leading contracting 
firm of that time, after which he entered the American 
Telegraph & Telephone Company, as lineman, then later 
filled a similiar position with the Metropolitan Electric 
Company. His next affiliation was with the Edison Elec- 
tric Illuminating Company, of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, 
also in the capacity of lineman, after which he located in 
Sinking Spring, as line foreman for the Berkshire Electric 
Company. His activity in this connection was continued 
until he accepted his present appointment as postmaster 
of Intervilla and the duties of this office now command 
his time. 

Always interested in public advance, Mr. Eisenhower 
served as inspector of election for some years, then re- 
signed to enter upon the duties of postmaster, to which 
he was appointed on March 26, 1920. It was largely 
through his efforts that a post office was secured for this 
vicinity, which comprises the borough of West Lawn, while 
the post office is known as Intervilla. The first mail 
was received on the evening of August 17, 1920, and the 


importance of the office has grown to large proportions. 
A substantial and convenient headquarters was arranged, 
the equipment being all steel. The post office includes 
a money order unit, a general delivery unit, sixty-four 
call boxes and two hundred and two lock boxes. It has 
been a domestic money order office from its inception, 
and receives and sends out two mails daily, except holi- 
days and Sundays, on holidays one mail in the morning. 
With the establishing of the post office in this.community 
every local interest has felt the impetus of a closer con- 
nection with the outside world, and the people sincerely 
appreciate Mr. Eisenhower’s efforts in their behalf. 

Fraternally, George Franklin Eisenhower is affiliated 
with Unimus Tribe, No. 330, Improved Order of Red 
Men, of which he is Past Sachem; Nest No. 122, Fraternal 
Order of Orioles, of Sinking Spring, of which he is past 
president and a trustee; he has passed through all chairs 
of Lebanon Valley Commandery, No. 5, of Lebanon; and 
on February 26, 1901, he became a member of Wash- 
ington Camp, No. 230, Patriotic Order Sons of America, 
of Esterly; also King Count Degree, Fraternal Order of 
Orioles, of Buffalo, New York; the Liberty Fire Com- 
pany, No. 5, of Reading; Lebanon Hook & Ladder 
Company, of Lebanon, of which he was assistant tiller- 
man; Liberty Fire Company, No. 1, of Sinking Spring; 
West Lawn Fire Company, No. 1, of Intervilla, of which 
he served as financial secretary from its organization, 
October 11, 1915, until July, 1924, when he resigned, and 
is now assistant foreman and foreman, having served for 
the last four years; president of Uniform Rank of the 
West Lawn Fire Company, No. 1, since it was instituted 
in June, 1923; as financial secretary of the West Lawn 
Civic League until it was disbanded, a few years past; 
and he is a member of the Reading Auto Club and the 
Berks County Historical Society. His religious affiliation 
is with St. Daniel’s or Corner Church, of Robesonia, 
Pennsylvania, (Lutheran). 

Mr. Eisenhower is now helping to form a Lutheran 
Church and Sunday school in this community. The Sun- 
day school was opened on November 23, 1924, with eighty- 
seven enrolled, at which time he was elected superinten- 
dent of the school. The church was opened on the same 
date, ninety present. He was appointed as one of 
the church council. On December 14, 1924, a permanent 
organization of the church will be held. The meetings 
of the church and Sunday school are being held in the 
basement of the new section of the school house. A site 
has been chosen for the new church at the Southwest 
corner of Noble Street and Telford Avenue, subject to 
the approval of the new organization, with Howard A. 
Heckman, President, church council and Bible class 
teacher; Calvin A. Unger, church council; Ed. R. Haag, 
church council, secretary of same, and secretary of Sunday 
School; E. J. Moyer, church council, and assistant super- 
intendent of school and he also was the principal worker 
in establishing the church and school; William E. Fidler, 
treasurer of church council and school; Joseph Gabriel 


‘ church council; James C. Northeimer, church council. 


George Franklin Eisenhower married, October 29, 1904, 
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Parsonage, in Reading, Anna 
Miriani Stupp. Mr. and Mrs. Eisenhower are the parents 
of five children: 1, Catherine Maria, born November 25, 
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1905; a graduate of Sinking Spring High School, class of 
' 1923; is now acting as clerk in the Intervilla Post Office. 
: 2. John William, born May 24, 1908, in Lebanon; a 
; member of the class of 1925 of Sinking Spring High 
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School. 3. Charles Jacob, born February 20, 1911, in 
Lebanon; now attending West Lawn Grammar School. 
4. Ruth Elizabeth, born March 24, 1913, in Reading. 5. 
Margaret Anna, born December 15, 1916, died November 
23, 1920. 


ISRAEL CLEAVER, M. D.—A member of an old 
family of Pennsylvania, Dr. Israel Cleaver, of Read- 
ing, has won prominence in his chosen profession in 
Berks County, and as a leading physician of Reading 
at the present day is influential in all endeavors for 
the public health, as well as widely successful in his 
private practice. Dr. Cleaver is now the oldest prac- 
ticing physician of Reading, yet he is a man who 
lives always in the present and the future, looking 
backward only for the records of achievement which 
form guiding lights to present-day endeavor and 
bear direct significance to the constant attainment of 
higher levels in professional advance today. 

The Cleaver name is one of honor, and dates back 
in Pennsylvania to Derrick Cleaver, who settled in 
this section many years prior to the Revolution. 
His son John (of his second marriage) died in 1790, 
after a long and useful life. He also was married 
twice. Jonathan Cleaver, son of John and Catherine 
(Kline) Cleaver, was born in 1781, in Earl Township, 
Berks County, and became a successful woolen manu- 
facturer, also held the rank of colonel in local military 
affairs until his death, which occurred in 1862. 

George K. Cleaver, the next in line, was born May 
18, 1816, died in 1897, and was the sixth child and 
third son of Jonathan and Elizabeth (Boyer) Cleaver. 
George K. Cleaver became’ a successful manufacturer 
of carpets, with interests centering in Reading. He 
married Christina Neiffer, who died in 1893, and 
they were the parents of eight children: 1. Dr. Israel, 
of further mention. 2. George W., who died in 1921. 
3. Christian H., deceased. 4. Jonathan, deceased. 5. 
John W., of Reading. 6. James T., who died in April, 
1907. 7. Gertrude A., who became the wife of 
Linton Miller, and died, leaving two children, Earl 
and Alma J. 8. Charles E., deceased. 

Israel Cleaver was born November 26, 1842, and 
is the eldest child of George K. and Christine 
(Neiffer) Cleaver. First attending the public schools 
of Reading, he later covered the high school course, 
then took up his preparations for his chosen profes- 
sion under the preceptorship of Dr. Henry Tyson, 
a successful physician of that day. Entering the 
University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Cleaver was grad- 
uated from that institution in the class of 1863, re- 
ceiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and with 
it his army commission. During his attendance at 
the university, Dr. Cleaver was made medical cadet 
of the Buttonwood Street Military Hospital, in the 
city of Philadelphia, then, upon his graduation, was 
appointed by Secretary of War Edward M. Stanton, 
assistant surgeon of the Mississippi Marine Brigade 


‘of what was known as “bushwhackers.’ 


and Ram Fleet. This unit was especially formed for 
the purpose of keeping the Mississippi River clear 
> Equipped 
for both land and water service, the brigade was 
active until the close of hostilities, when Dr. Cleaver 
received his honorable discharge in 1865. Returning 
immediately to his native State, he located in Luth- 
ersburg, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, but about 
one year later removed to Philipsburg, in Center 


- County, where he was active in the practice of medi- 


cine until the year 1871. From that time until the 
spring of the following year Dr. Cleaver devoted 
his attention to post-graduate study along special 
lines, then settled permanently in Reading, where 
took up the practice of medicine. He has been 
largely successful, and grave responsibilities of a pub- 
lic nature have been placed in his hands. He served 
for many years as county medical inspector of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, and in charge 
of Clinic No. 37 (tuberculosis dispensary) his con- 
structive labors in the war against tuberculosis have 
counted in a marked degree for the progress which 
has been achieved in this vitally important crusade. 
He was, in 1898, on the executive committee of the 
Sesqui-Centennial, and his interest in celebrations of 
this nature was again evident in 1923, when he served 
on the medical committee of the One Hundred and 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary, of Reading. In organ- 
ized advance of a professional nature Dr. Cleaver 
holds a leading position, being a member of the 
American Medical Association, the Pennsylvania 
State Medical Society, the Lehigh Valley Medical 
Medical Association, the Berks County Medical Soc- 
iety, and the Reading Medical Association. He has 
for many years been identified with the Reading 
Hospital as a member of the board of managers, 
which he has served as secretary, also has long 
been a member of the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion. Fraternally he is affiliated with Reading 
Lodge, No. 549, Free and Accepted Masons; and 
General William H. Keim Post, No. 76, Grand Army 
of the Republic. He retains his affiliation with the 
Alumni Association of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and is a member of the Rotary Club of Read- 
ing. A member of St. Peter’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church, he serves on the official board of the church 
society. 

Dr. Cleaver married, in 1866, Lorena Moore, daugh- 
ter of Wilson Moore, of Clearfield County. Mrs. 
Cleaver died September 30, 1923, at the age of 
seventy-eight years. Of their children, Mildred, died 
at the age of four years; and those surviving are: 
Wilbur M., manager of Gristridet Brothers, of New 
York City; Hattie, wife of J. Freeman Boas, of 
Reading; and Helen Guthrie, living at home, and is 
with the Sternberg School of Music, local branch. 
The Cleaver residence is at No. 223 South Fifth 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


REV. JACOB WEBSTER BITTNER—The Luth- 
eran Church in Pennsylvania numbers in its clergy many 
devoted and progressive men whose work for God and 





a a nn re ee 


aa ne 


at 


ge 











A NP te 





248 READING AND BERKS COUNTY 


humanity has Jong been an influence in the right direction. 
Thoroughly representative of this splendid group of cit- 
izens, Rev. Jacob Webster Bittner stands at the head of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Kutztown, the largest 
church in this community in point of membership, and 
one of the most devout congregations in Berks County. 
In the work of this church Mr. Bittner is a leader of 
acknowledged eminence and talent, his Spirit of forward- 
looking endeavor setting a standard for the congregation 
which challenges everyone to lofty ideals and worthy use- 
fulness. Rev. Mr. Bittner is not only a preacher of 
ability and faithful in his performance of the duties of 
pastor, but he keeps in close touch with present day ad- 
vance in many realms, and is highly skilled in artistic 
craftsmanship of various kinds. Mr. Bittner is a son of 
Nathan and Hattie (Schadt) Bittner, his father a farmer 
and a man of irreproachable character, universally es- 
teemed in the community. 

Jacob Webster Bittner was born in Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, June 18, 1882. Receiving his early education 
in the local public schools, he later attended the American 
Commercial School in Allentown, Pennsylvania, then in 
1902 was graduated from the Muhlenberg Preparatory 
School, and was graduated from Muhlenberg College in 
1907. Thereafter taking up his professional preparation 
at the Theological Seminary Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Mr. 
Bittner was graduated in 1910 and was ordained to the 
ministry. His first experience was as pastor of the Luth- 
eran Church at Lititz, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
where he served for four and a half years. In Novem- 
ber, 1914, he accepted a call to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, of Kutztown, which he has since served as pastor, 
winning a high position in the confidence and esteem of 
other denominations as well as his own. His work for 
the parish has been eminently constructive, for the pros- 
perity of the church work has increased under his leader- 
ship, many members having been added to the congrega- 
tion and the church property has been constantly im- 
proved. This church is now known as the most important 
congregation in Kutztown, numbering six hundred and 
fifty members. Rev. Mr. Bittner’s ability in the pulpit 
is matched by his devotion to his duties as pastor, and 
he fittingly looks after the material well being of his 
flock and the mental and moral progress of the young 
people as well as their spiritual growth. 

Mr. Bittner keeps in touch with local public affairs and 
serves as secretary of the Kutztown Chamber of Com- 
merce, which has a membership of one hundred represen- 
tative citizens, and has filled this responsible office for a 
period of five years. He is secretary of the Reading 
Conference of the Ministerial Conference of Pennsylvania, 
and president of the Bee Keepers Association. 

The various accomplishments which stand to the credit 
of Rev. Mr. Bittner link his name with many branches 
of constructive and worth-while endeavor. He is a highly- 
talented penman, took many prizes and medals through- 
out his school and college courses in penmanship, and is 
frequently sought by leading organizations for the drafting 
of resolutions or for the preparation of artistic brochures. 
Many fine specimens of his penmanship are seen in the 
parsonage. Mr. Bittner has also for many years been a 
highly skilled wood worker, and has built various pieces 
of furniture for his own home which reveal a high ap- 


preciation of the artistic in utilitarian form. They reveal 
also more than a trace of ingenuity, for Mr. Bittner has 
devised many innovations in furniture pieces and various 
appurtenances for his home. He keeps pace with the 
progress of modern invention, and is particularly interested 
in the radio, owning his own set which he built, the in- 
genuity which went into its construction revealing, perhaps 
in the greatest degree of any of his work, the inventive 
genius of the man. Mr. Bittner’s leisure interests include 


. the study of the Scripture and all good literature, while 


his chief out-door recreation is motoring. 

Rev. Jacob Webster Bittner married, July 26, 1906, in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the Rev. Ellis N. Kramer, 
pastor of the Reformed Church, performing the ceremony, 
Carrie A. Rauch, of Ambler, Montgomery County, Penn- 
sylvania, daughter of Leon F. and Amelia J. (Kness) 
Rauch, and they are the parents of two children: Jacob 
Luther, deceased; and Dorothea Caroline. 


EDWIN W. O’BRIEN—A well known and highly 
respected figure in the business affairs of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, also prominent in the public service as a member 
of the local Fire Department, Edwin W. O’Brien, of 
Reading, is bearing a broadly practical part in the local 
welfare and is numbered among the thoroughly progres- 
sive citizens of Berks County. He is a son of John and 
Mary (Lash) O’Brien, his father a railway conductor 
by occupation. ; 

Edwin W. O’Brien was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 25, 1882. Receiving a broadly practical edu- 
cation in the public schools,:-he. completed his studies at 
the age of fourteen years, and in 1896 entered the 
employ of the Reading Nut & Bolt Works. In Jan- 
uary, 1899, he enlisted in the United States Army and 
served for six months, and later in the same year he 
entered the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railway 
Company and continued with that concern for about 
eight years, and in 1907 became identified with the Read- 
ing Iron Company. After eight years in this great plant, 
Mr. O’Brien became driver of a fire truck in the Reading 
Fire Department, and devoted his entire attention to this 
work for two years, but later again entered the employ 
of the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company, con- 
tinuing until 1919. He then engaged in the ice business 
in an independent way, and has gained a gratifying 
measure of success. 

Mr. O’Brien’s activity in the local Fire Department 
dates back to the year 1901, when he first served as a 
volunteer fireman, and he has been continuously connect- 
ed with the department until the present time. On 
December 3, 1923, he was elected assistant chief and is 
now filling that responsible position ably and well. He 
is a Democrat by political convictions. He is affiliated 
with the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Pennsylvania 
State Firemen’s Association, Berks County Firemen’s and 
Veteran Firemen’s associations, the Firemen’s Relief Asso- 
ciation, the Marion Home Association, and the Marion 
Fire Company. Mr. O’Brien is a member of the Re- 
formed church. 

Edwin W. O’Brien married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
January 17, 1903, Minnie C. Raab, daughter of George 
and Sevina Raab, and they have one son, Harold Leroy, 
born December 13, 1903. Mr. O’Brien bas one brother 
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and one sister, as follows: William A., of Reading; and 
Florence, wife of Michael Tully, also of Reading; and 
another brother, Howard L., was killed while in the 
service of the United States Navy. The O’Brien family 
reside at No. 1256 North Tenth Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 





EDWARD HAMILTON LEONARD—As assis- 
tant superintendent of the tube works of the Reading 
Iron Company, Edward Hamilton Leonard, of Reading, 
holds a broadly important and exacting position, and in 
his practical ability the concern is realizing definite and 
permanent benefit. As a member of the efficient exec- 
utive personnel of this great organization, Mr. Leonard 
bears a worthy part in the progress of his day, and 
among all with whom he comes in touch he is honored 
and esteemed as a thoroughly progressive and outstanding 
citizen. Mr. Leonard is a son of John Harrison and 
Susan (Hamilton) Leonard, his father for many years 
a traffic official of the Reading Railway, but his mother 
for many years deceased. 

Edward Hamilton Leonard was born in Pottsville, Penn- 
sylvania, December 2, 1878. He attended the public 
schools of Pottsville and Shamokin, then entered the 
Reading High School, taking a two years’ course in the 
regular high school and a two years’ course in the even- 
ing high school, his graduation irom the latter occurring 
in due course. Mr. Leonard’s first business experience 
was in the Scott foundry department of the Reading 
Iron Company in the capacity of draftsman apprentice, 
serving for four years, and he then entered the machine 
shop and served for four years as machinist’s apprentice. 
With this splendid comprehensive equipment for his life 
work, Mr. Leonard accepted a transfer to the tube depart- 
ment in 1903 and has been active continuously since in 
this branch of the great concern. He has successively 
filled the offices of chief draftsman, mechanical engineer, 
and is at present, assistant superintendent. His work 
is counting large for the prosperity and growth of the 
concern, and he is considered one of the thoroughly repre- 
sentative men in his field in Reading. A Republican by 
political affiliation, Mr. Leonard has never thus far 
accepted public honors, devoting his time and attention to 
his work. His religious affiliation is with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

Edward Hamilton Leonard married, April 18, 1917, in 
New York City, Louise Esther Grim, daughter of Moses 
Kutz and Emma Catharine (Weiser) Grim, her father 
an agricultural authority of Berks County. 





WILLIAM HARVEY SHEIDY—tThe life history 
of William Harvey Sheidy, of Reading, is a record of 
broad and continuous usefulness, his activities having to 
do with the vital business field of trucking and transfer 
work. Mr. Sheidy is a thoroughly progressive man in 
everything he undertakes, and his keen appreciation of 
the needs and limitations of the people gives him his 
present successful position. 

He is a member of a family long prominent in Penn- 
sylvania, and is a grandson of Joseph Sheidy, who was 
born in Bern Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 
the year 1840, and his entire active lifetime was devoted 


to agricultural pursuits. Serving in the Civil War in a 
Pennsylvania volunteer regiment, he received a_ bullet 
wound in the right arm during his first year of service. 
He bought from Adam Cress the handsome place in 
Heidelberg Township in the community known as the 
Blue Marsh, which has since been known as the Sheidy 
Homestead. Joseph Sheidy marricd Margaret Hater, ‘a 


‘native of Bern Township, and daughter of William Hafer. 


Joseph Sheidy died in 1908, having survived his wife for 


twenty-seven years. They were the parents ‘of eight 


children. 

William E. Sheidy, eldest child of Joseph and Margaret 
(Hafer) Sheidy, was born in Bern Township, April 10, 
1862, and is still living in Wyomissing. Educated in the 
schools of Heidelberg and Spring townships, he followed 
farming until twenty years of age, and in 1885 rented the 
Henry Ahrens farm. Five years later he came to Wyom- 
issing. In 1903 he built a handsome double brick house 
in this borough, and established himself in the transfer 
and hauling contracting business. Developing a prosperous 
interest and building a substantial stable, he was con- 
sidered one of the successful men of the day until his 
retirement. He has for many years been affiliated with 
the Democratic Party, and is a member of Reading Castle, 
Knights of the Golden Eagle. William E. Sheidy mar- 
ried, July 16, 1881, Isabella Brown, daughter of Jacob 
and Catherine (Keeney) Brown, and granddaughter of 
Philip and Catherine (Besbaur) Brown, this family one 
of prominence in Berks County. William E. and Isabella 
(Brown) Sheidy are the parents of six children: Florence, 
wife of Edward Gaugler, of Blue Marsh; William Harvey, 
of Wyomissing; Jacob B., who married Sallie Suttsman; 
Thomas B., Charles B., and Henry, all at home. 

William Harvey Sheidy, son of William E. and Isabella 
(Brown) Sheidy, was born in Heidelberg Township, 
April 6, 1884. Receiving his early education in the pub- 
lic schools of Wyomissing and West Reading, he entered 
business affairs as a young man in association with his 
father. His activities have always followed the same 
general line of endeavor, and in the trucking and transfer 
business Mr. Sheidy has won large prominence. Every 
kind of hauling comes within the scope of his activities, 
and although he gained his start in association with his 
father, it has been since his own management of the 
interest that the business has developed to its present 
importance. With the general use of the automobile 
in work of this nature, William Harvey Sheidy was a 
leader in adopting the new vehicle, and he now has a 
very comprehensive and up-to-date equipment of auto- 
mobile trucks. His attitude toward the general advance 
is always constructive and progressive, his participation 
in community endeavors is that of the forward-looking 
and loyal citizen, rather than the leader in public affairs. 
Fraternally, Mr. Sheidy is identified with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. He attends Hains Reformed Church, of 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania. 

William Harvey Sheidy married, February 18, 1911, at 
Reading, Gertrude Bickel, daughter of Riley and Emma 
Bickel. Mr. and Mrs. Sheidy are the parents of three 
children: Dorothy May, born May 2, 1912; Lillian B., 
born October 8, 1915; and Miriam E., born October 11, 
1921. 
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GEORGE F. KEMP—In the protection of lives 
and property and the general safeguard of the city 
welfare the police department of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, is one of the most efficient and noteworthy 
in the State, and in its importance takes leading rank 
in other cities of similar population. George F’. Kemp, 
who stands at the head of the detective bureau of 
this organization, is bearing a largely noteworthy 
part in the maintenance of the standing gained by 
this department. He has done much to advance its 
progress, and to aid in the bringing to justice of 
criminals in other cities. A man of practical ability 
and forceful energy, Mr. Kemp is a son of George and 
Katie (Hope) Kemp, his father a broadly prominent 
figure in Reading. George Kemp was active in the 
hotel business in this city for more than thirty years 
and was also engaged in the manufacture of hats. 
He passed away October 10, 1919. He served under 
Admiral Dewey in former years as a member of the 
United States Navy, his period of service covering 
four years. He was largely prominent in fraternal 
circles in Central New York State, holding the 
thirty-second degree in the Masonic Order. 


George F. Kemp was born at Yonkers, New York, 
February 11, 1877. Receiving his early education in 
the public schools of Reading, Pennsylvania, to which 
city the family removed in his childhood, he was 
graduated from the Reading grammar schools at the 
age: of fourteen years. First learning the boiler- 
maker’s trade, he worked in this connection until 
seventeen years of age, then, with a boy’s natural 
eagerness to see the world, spent several years travel- 
ing in different parts of the country, allowing his 
interest in famous race horses to direct the course of 
his wanderings. After a few years of roaming, Mr. 
Kemp returned to Reading, where he was associated 
with his father in the hotel business until the year 
1901. He then went to Buffalo, New York, where 
he was active in hotel work during the Pan-American 
Exposition, then, upon his return to Reading, in 
1902, he was appointed to the municipal. police force. 
Serving then under Mayor Yeager, he was continued 
on the force under his successor, Mayor Gerber, and 
was appointed city detective. This position Mr. Kemp 
filled efficiently and well, thoroughly demonstrating 
his ability to handle work of this nature. A change 
in political administration, however, in 1908, brought 
about his dismissal from the force in the capacity of 
detective, and for two years Mr. Kemp was employed 
as detective by the Philadelphia & Reading Railway. 
In 1910 he again became associated in the hotel busi- 
ness with his father and continued thus active for 
about five years. In 1915 Mr. Kemp was again 
appointed city detective under Mayor Filbert, serv- 
ing for four years, when he was re-appointed under 
Mayor Stauffer (1919) and is still active in this ex- 
acting position. Detective Kemp has handled some 
widely important cases and has shown his marked 
ability in tracing criminals. Outside of the duties 
which come to him in the general routine of his 
home city, he has done much to aid and support the 
detective and police departments in other cities when 
grave crimes have been committed. As far back as 


1907 he accomplished a noteworthy achievement, and 
one which attracted wide attention in police and 
penal circles. On September 16, 1907, State Trooper 
Kelleher was killed by two Italians, in Reading, and 
several hours passed before the body was found, 
and it so transpired that all clues were abandoned 
except those which Detective Kemp and J. B. Cady 
followed, the latter representing the State police, 
These determined men traced a clue to Warwick, 
New York, and discovered the man at a railroad: con- 
struction camp, among a large gang of Italians. 
Messrs. Kemp and Cady followed the gang to their 
work, which at the time-being was on a high trestle 
spanning a deep dry gully. Each scaled an opposite 
side of the gulley, coming upon the trestle from 
each side, and with drawn revolvers they commanded 
the workmen to hold up their hands. The suspect 
was handcuffed, and was returned to Warwick, where 
the wheels of justice were set in motion. Such ac- 
complishments as this become to a detective a part 
of the day’s work, yet the courage and faith in him- 
self that is required of the man in search of desperate 
criminals is worthy of the highest praise. Another 
noteworthy case in which Mr. Kemp played an im- 
portant part was that of the murderer Antonio 
Davolio, whom Mr. Kemp captured in Trenton, New 
Jersey, on December 29, 1917. His help was sought 
by the Chicago police authorities, who had run down 
a rumor to the effect that Davolio had gone to Read- 
ing. Mr. Kemp discovered that he had been in 
Reading but had gone on to Trenton, and hastening 
in pursuit, found the man enjoying an elaborate 
dinner in the home of friends in Trenton. He was 
rushed out of that city and taken immediately to 
Chicago, Illinois, where, as in the other case, he was 
brought to trial. 

On February 4, 1921, the People’s Trust Company 
of Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, was robbed of $181,- 
000 by six men from New York State. Mr. Kemp 
took the case and, working with the New York Bomb 
Squad, arrested the six men and brought them back 
to Reading. They were tried and convicted, four of 
them receiving sentences of from nineteen to twenty 
years, and a $5,000 fine, each. One got eleven to 
twelve years and the other ten to twelve, and later, 
Berks County Court reduced this to eight years 
because of a confession he made. Mr. Kemp received 
the second highest award in the case. Besides the 
cases mentioned, Mr. Kemp has many captures and 
convictions to his credit, one being the case of Samuel 
Garner, an escaped convict, who, after his escape, 
repeated the crime for which he had been convicted, 
was captured and taken back to Lancaster, and there 
convicted and electrocuted. A detailed record of the 


_Many activities, exciting, thrilling and all too fre- 


quently dangerous, which fall to the lot of Mr. Kemp 
in the course of his daily duties, would form fasci- 
nating reading, but, within the limits of this review, 
it is scarcely possible to do justice to his work. A 
column and one-half article in “The Detective” for 
July, 1920, gives an interesting insight into his activ- 
ities, and Mr. Kemp is characterized as follows: 
His recognized ability, years of efficient service, clean 
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record and love of fair play make Detective Kemp a 
favorite among members of the Reading police force. 
Although he is rated as detective, he has the honorary 
title ‘‘Captain of Detectives,’’ and it is bestowed upon 
him cheerfully by the men with whom he works. For 
years he was the lone detective on the city's force. At 
present four other men work in the same capacity. 

Detective Kemp has a keen mind, He is frequently 
called upon to cross question men who have been arrested 
on suspicion by other officers on the force. In addition. 
to his mental ability he has the brawn which is sometimes 
needed in his work. 


Mr. Kemp is a loyal supporter of the Democratic 
Party in political affairs, and his endorsement is given 
to every phase of general and community advance. 
A member of the Keystone Fire, the Reading Hose, 
and the Junior Fire companies, of Reading, Mr. 
Kemp is fraternally identified with the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles. He and his family attend Christ’s 
Cathedral Church. 

George F. Kemp married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
March 22, 1905, Jennie Moyer, daughter of John Liv- 
ingston and Elizabeth (Rumack) Moyer, prominent 
residents of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Kemp are the 
parents of two children: 1. Richard George, born Feb- 
ruary 17, 1906. 2. Doris E., born August 19, 1912. 
The Kemp family reside at No. 24 North Second 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


ARNULF WOERLE—In a vital and modern field 
of education and healing, Dr. Arnulf Woerle holds 
a prominent position in Reading, and with Old World 
training and very considerable experience in Amer- 
ica, he has attained a gratifying measure of success. 
In his progressive attitude toward his work and 
toward all matters relevant to it, he is exerting a wide 
and far-reaching influence for good. He has won 
the esteem and confidence of the professional world 
of Berks County, as well as the people generally, 
and stands among the successful men of the day. 
He is a son of Andrew and Katherine (Lehner) 
Woerle, his father a cabinet-maker in Germany and 
largely successful in his field. 

Arnulf Woerle was born in Munich, Germany, 
October 8, 1889. Recciving his early education in the 
public schools of Munich, he later attended Nyphen- 
burg Sanitorium Training School, in Munich. Dr. 
Woerle was active in German Army hospitals until 
shortly before the precipitation of war conditions in 
Europe, and came to America in 1914. He first be- 
came identified with the Collins’ system of physical 
culture in Philadelphia, where he was active as an 
instructor and practitioner. Coming to Reading in 
1922, Dr. Woerle established his interest here and 
maintains a modern and well-equipped office. He 
gives hydro-therapy treatments and massage, his ex- 
haustive familiarity with his work making his min- 
istrations of great and permanent value to his patients. 
He has built up a large and ever-growing clientele, 
among which are numbered many of the leading 
people of Reading and vicinity. In political affilia- 
tions, Dr. Woerle holds an independent position, but 
is interested in every phase of progress in his adopted 
country. Fraternally he is affiliated with Teutonia 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, and he is a mem- 


cor 


ber of the Masonic Club. His religious affiliation is 
with the Lutheran church. 

Dr. Arnulf Woerle married, December 16, 1916, in 
Camden, New Jersey, Katherine F. Stahl, daughter 
of George and Regina K. (Graff) Stahl. Dr. and 
Mrs. Woerle are the parents of two children: 1. 
Elvira, born March 7, 1918. 2. Alvin, born August 
15, 1923. 

PROFESSOR G. HAREL GUNDRY—The work 
of Professor G. Harel Gundry, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, contributes in a large measure to the well- 
being and happiness of the people and is, accordingly, 
useful in the immediate progress of the community 
and constructive in its relation to future achievement 
and activity. He has for many years been at the 
head of Gundry’s Dancing Academies, where not 
only the usual forms of the popular dances, but 
esthetic and spectacular dancing are taught. A genius 
in his line of endeavor, and gifted with the ability 
to impart instruction, Professor Gundry is well fitted 
for responsibilities of this nature, and among all those 
who are familiar with his institution, his success is 
recognized and acknowledged. Professor Gundry is a 
native of Reading, and a son of William T. and Lina 
(Graul) Gundry, for many years residents of Read- 
ing, and universally esteemed. 

G. Harel Gundry was born in Reading, February 
26, 1874, and is the only child of these parents. His 
classical education was received in the local schools, 
and, according to the custom of the day, he was 
apprenticed to the machinist’s trade. He followed this 
line of activity, and showed large adaptability and no 
slight inventive genius, and was considered an un- 
usually expert mechanic. For eighteen years he was 
identified with the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad 
Company in their great shops in Reading and did 
excellent service in that practical and useful field of 
industrial advance. Professor Gundry’s genius, how- 
ever, and his taste, turned his attention, even from 
boyhood, to the art of which in recent years he has 
been a successful instructor. As a child he is credited 
with great cleverness in dancing, and leading dancing 
masters of Buffalo, New York City, and Pittsburgh, 
became interested in him and gave him instruction in 
this art. He first opened a small academy in the 
auditorium on Fifth Street, in 1901, and this was con- 
ducted while he was still occupied in industrial affairs. 
His success as a professor of dancing, however, was 
so definite and so generally recognized in this section, 
that Professor Gundry was eventually induced to de- 
vote his entire attention to this line of activity. He 
opened larger headquarters at No. 40 Sixth Street, 
but this location soon proved inadequate to accommo- 
date the great number who sought his instructions. 
His next location was the entire second floor of Flatt 
Brothers Building, at No. 722 Washington Street, 
and this soon required expansion, which led to his 
securing also the third floor of the Masonic Temple, 
conducting his interests in these two buildings sim- 
ultaneously. For a similiar period he also conducted 
dancing classes on Tuesdays and Saturdays at Rajah 
Temple. So great was his popularity as an instructor 
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in dancing, that continued expansion seemed to be the 
rule, and Professor Gundry now has elaborate and 
spacious headquarters at Nos. 107-127-129-131 South 
Fifth Street. He is assisted by his daughter, Lois 
Dorothy Gundry, and in every branch of his work 
the people have come to know that Professor 
Gundry’s name is connected with nothing but the 
highest interpretation and the finest demonstration of 
the art which he teaches. 

In many branches of fraternal activity, Professor 
Gundry bears a worthy and constructive part, hold- 
ing membership in the American National Associa- 
tion, and the International Association Masters of 
Dancing, of the United Kingdom Alliance of Great 
Britain, of which he is an honorary member; and St. 
John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; 
Reading Commandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; 
Reading Lodge of Perfection; Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; and the Masonic Club. He is 
further a member of Camp No. 212, Patriotic Order 
Sons of America, of which he is Past President; the 
Kiwanis Club, Reading Automobile Club, and Berks 
County Historical Society. 

G. Harel Gundry married A. E. Kern, daughter 
of Israel R. Kern, of Reading. Mr. and Mrs. Gundry 
are the parents of one child: Lois Dorothy. 





RABBI JULIUS FRANK—A distinguished figure 
in Reading, Pennsylvania, is Rabbi Julius Frank of 
the Congregation Oheb Sholom, whose earnest en- 
deavors for the welfare of his own people and equally 
constructive efforts for the general good have given 
him the highest standing in the community. Rabbi 
Frank is devoting his life to the work of his calling, 
and as pastor of the prominent congregation men- 
tioned, is one of the most influential figures in Jew- 
ish advance in Pennsylvania today. He is a son of 
Israel and Sophia Frank, both natives of Germany, 
both now deceased and buried in this country. The 
father was a merchant throughout his active career, 
and commanded the esteem and confidence of all with 
whom he came in touch. 

"Julius Frank was born in Bremen, Germany, De- 
cember 26, 1862. His early education was received 
in the elementary schools of his birthplace, then 
covering the usual course at the gymnasium, he at- 
tended a theological preparatory school, then entered 
the Hanover Seminary in Hanover, Germany. For 
nine years after completing his preparations for his 
career, Rabbi Frank was active in Germany, serving 
two congregations in Westphalia. Then coming to 
America in 1892, he was assigned to Sunday school 
work in Brooklyn, New York. This field of endeavor 
engaged his attention until the year 1897, when he 
accepted his present charge in Reading, and his more 
than a quarter of a century of service in this city has 
been a record of high achievement. The congregation, 
Oheb Sholom, comprises a very extensive group of 
reform Jews of the first standing, many of the wealth- 
iest and influential people of this race being leaders 
in the work of the Synagogue. The handsome granite 


and marble edifice on 
Thirteenth Street, their present place of worship, is 
one of the most beautiful sacred edifices in this part 
of the State of Pennsylvania, and its inception and 
completion have been accomplished within the pastor- 
ate of Rabbi Frank, whose devoted energies and tire- 
less efforts have been largely responsible for its 
present dignity and beauty. 

In every phase of community or general welfare, 
Rabbi Frank holds the best interests of the people at 
heart, and bears a share in the constructive endeavors 
of the day. He was at one time president of the 
Social Welfare League of Reading and is now a 
director of this body, also is a leader in all that 
counts for the betterment of the community. During 
the World War he was very active as a “four-min- 
ute” speaker, also served as a member of the ad- 
visory committee of the Red Cross, and on the execu- 
tive committee of the War Chest. He is Past Presi- 
dent of the Independent Order of B’nai B'rith, and 
Past Master of the Free and Accepted Masons, and 
he is a member of all the Scottish Rite bodies of the 
Masonic Order, up to and including the Reading 
Consistory, in which he holds the thirty-second 
degree; also is a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His only 
recreation is walking, although in former years he 
played baseball. Rabbi Frank is a member of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis; and director 
of the Humane Society of Berks County. 

Rabbi Frank married, in 1909, at Reading, Florence 
W. Weitzenkorn, daughter of the late Levi and Hen- 
rietta F. Weitzenkorn, the mother still living and 
residing with her daughter. 


MAHLON SCHAEFFER STRAUSE—In in- 
dustrial affairs in Berks County, Mahlon Schaeffer 
>trause holds a largely prominent position as sec- 
retary and superintendent of the Fairy Silk Mills, 
of Shillington, Pennsylvania. His responsibilities in 
this connection have to do with the manufacture of 
glove silk underwear, and with long experience in 
this general field, also in the same concern, Mr. 
Strause is an able and outstanding business executive 
of the present day. He is a member of a distinguish- 
ed family of this section, and a son of Joseph K. and 
Amelia Strause, his father active in early life as a 
farmer, but for many years proprietor of a country 
hotel, and for the past fifteen years affiliated with 
various interests of importance in the suburban sec- 
tions of the county. 

Mahlon Schaetfer Strause was born in Bethel Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and received his 
early education in the rural schools of that section. 
Later taking a civil service course with the Wash- 
ington Civil Service School, he also covered a com- 
mercial course with Wharton Extension School, of 
Reading. Mr. Strause was on the farm until the age 


of fifteen years, then, for about two years, was ein- 
ployed in various industries in Reading, and at the 
age of seventeen years he joined the United States 
Navy. 


Serving first as apprentice, and later as 
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quartermaster of the third class, he spent four years 
in the navy, then, upon his return to civilian life, 
he became identified with the E. R. Meinig Company, 
as cutter and foreman. Remaining with the concern 
for seven years, Mr. Strause then identified himself 
with the Vanity Fair Silk Mills, of this city, where 
for six years he ably filled the offices of foreman and 
superintendent. Mr. Strause then formed his present 
affiliation with the Fairy Silk Mills, of Shillington, 
joining a group of progressive associates. in the 
organization of this corporation, of which he became 
secretary. As superintendent of the plant, he has 
borne active and vital part in the development and 
progress of the interest, and as producers of a very 
select and excellent line of glove silk underwear, the 
Fairy Silk Mills have become known in all parts 
of the United States. Few interests outside of his 
work claim any share of the attention of Mr. Strause, 
but he is a member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania; and the Reading Automobile Club. He is 
further a member of the Reading Chamber of Com- 
merce, and his religious affiliation is with the United 
Evangelical Church. 2 

Mahlon Schaeffer Strause married, in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, on September 23, 1909, Carrie May 
Eitzel, daughter of Samuel D. and Angelina (Breid- 
enstein) Eitzel, and they are the parents of one 
daughter: Esther Mae, born July 2, 1910. The 
Strause family residence is at No. 212 North Miller 
Street, Reading. 


VINCENT P. RYAN—In a vital branch of present 
day professional endeavor Vincent P. Ryan, of Read- 
ing, is bearing a worthy part and contributing largely 
to the well-being of the people. Highly skilled in his 
profession and possessing that breadth of mind which 
gives any man ever wider opportunities of advance, 
Mr. Ryan is a useful and esteemed citizen as well as 
a progressive man of affairs. He is a son of John 
F. and Mary C. (Homan) Ryan, his father now de- 
ceased. John F. Ryan was active for many years 
in the largely responsible position of train dispatcher 
with the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company. 

Vincent P. Ryan was born in Reading, January 21, 
1880. In addition to his formal education in the 
local schools, he fitted himself exhaustively for his 
present work as an optometrist, and from the be- 
ginning, his success in the duties of this position has 
been marked. His prominence has brought him in 
close touch with many local affairs and in the world 
of finance he is well known. 

Mr. Ryan’s military record began with the out- 
break of hostilities with Spain in 1898, and he was 
active in that connection until the end of the war. 
He has few interests not more or less closely in line 
with his professional work, but in every phase of his 
career he is demonstrating the ability and forward 
looking spirit of the outstanding executive. His offices 
are located at No. 121 North Ninth Street. 





DANIEL MILLER, in the construction world of 
West Reading, Pennsylvania, is a figure of great 


importance, for he has achieved some of the most 
noteworthy building construction in this part of the 
State. Famous and largely important buildings of 
various kinds have been entrusted to his hands, and 
in the dignity and beauty of the work which he has 
done the measure of his ability, is very definitely 
appraised. Mr. Miller’s lofty integrity and his tire- 
less energy have united to make of his record a 
worthy achievement, recognized by all and universally 
honored. He has now been active in Reading and 
vicinity for more than forty years, and during the 
greater part of that time in an independent way. A 
native of Germany, reared and educated in that coun- 
try, he came to America as a young man, fresh from 
the inspiring centers of the Old World, and the in- 
fluence of that training and experience lives in his 
work. Mr. Miller is a son of Adam Miller, who was 
a forgeman by occupation in Germany, where he 
died. 

Daniel Miller was born in Bavaria, Germany, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1857. Receiving his education in the public 
schools of his native land, Mr. Miller began learn- 
ing the cut stone trade when he was only twelve 
vears of age, and was active in building construction 
in Germany for a number of years. He also served 
for three years in the German Army, as a member 
of the 10th Battalion Sharp Shooters. Coming to 
America at about the age of twenty-three years, Mr. 
Miller landed on this side, January 1, 1880, the 
vessel taking fifty-two days on the voyage. First 
active in Newark, New Jersey, along the general line 
of his trade, Mr. Miller was also employed for a time 
in Brooklyn and New York City. In 1884, he came 
to Reading and entered the employ of Bower & 
Messimer. Active thus for about one year, he then 
was identified with Frank Evans, during the period 
when Anderson Brothers were building the Reading 
post office. Mr. Miller did much of the special cut 
stone work on this splendid structure, and it is worthy 
of note in this connection that the capstones over the 
main entrance are his carving. This detail has been 
called “a very creditable piece of handicraft, for 
which he has received many compliments.” Yet, 
in its perfection, it is only an example of the skill 
and care which Mr. Miller gives to every piece of 
work which engages his attention. In 1889, Mr. 
Miller entered into partnership with Gottlieb Hersh 
and August Hess, and together these progressive men 
entered the same line of general construction work. 
Mr. Hess withdrew after about two years, but Mr. 
Hersh and Mr. Miller continued active in partnership 
until the death of the former, which occurred in 1895. 
Since that time Mr. Miller has been the sole head 
of the interest, and among his many important con- 
tracts a few may well form a part of this record. 
He built the church at Ninth and Elm streets, then, 
soon after, one in Hamburg, Pennsylvania, and one 
at Ninth and Greenwich streets. About a year later 
he built the Girls’ High School, then the Reading 
National Bank, and the Schuylkill Valley Bank. 
Among the important residences which he has erect- 
ed is the Lauer, on Third, near Chestnut Street, 
Mercer’s residence, a row for A. H. Kretz, also the 
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Baer office building, the Nolan Building, and St. 


John’s Lutheran and St. Peter’s Catholic churches" 


and the auditorium in Reading. Of his interior work 
the carving of the mantel in the library of the late 
George F. Baer is of interest. Fraternally, he is 
affliated with Teutonia Lodge, No. 367, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Reading Lodge, No. 115, Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks; the Harmonie 
Maennerchor; the Bavarian Society; and the Brother- 
hood of St. John’s Lutheran Church. His religious 
affiliation is with St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Daniel Miller married, in January, 1885, Christina 
Bickley. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the parents of four 
children: 1. Charles, a stonecutter and machinist by 
trade. 2. Daniel, Jr. 3. Catherine, wife of Charles 
Schauffert. 4. Helen. 





RAYMOND J. FISHER—Filling a broadly prom- 
inent public service office in Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, Raymond J. Fisher is one of the well known 
and universally esteemed young men of Robesonia, 
and as postmaster of this community, he takes leading 
rank in present-day advance. His natural ability 
and practical training have combined to fit him in an 
excellent way for his present work, and under his 
administration the people are feeling the greatest sat- 
isfaction in the local postal service. Mr. Fisher is 
a son of John D. and Mary I. (Brown) Fisher, 
his father for many years station agent for the Phila- 
delphia & Reading Railroad Company, at Robesonia. 
John D. Fisher took up the duties of this position 
on April 4, 1894, and is still thus active. He is a 
leading member of Williamson Lodge, No. 307, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and is also a member of the 
local Chamber of Commerce. 

Raymond J. Fisher, son of these parents, was born 
in Robesonia, August 15, 1894. Following his ele- 
mentary and intermediate studies in the local schools, 
he entered Robesonia High School, from which he 
was graduated in June, 1911. Then taking up a 
practical commercial course at McCann’s Business 
College, he was graduated in June, 1912. Mr. Fisher 
then entered the business world and later became an 
employee of the Robesonia Iron Company, on Feb- 
ruary 12, 1913. He remained in this connection for a 
number of years, resigning only to enter the military 
service for activity in the World War. His affilia- 
tions with the iron works closed December 12, 1917, 
and on the following day he enlisted in the United 
States Army, serving until March 20, 1919, when 
he received his honorable discharge at Edgewood 
Arsenal, in Edgewood, Maryland. During the inter- 
vening period he served as a member of Company 
D, First Brigade, Edgewood Arsenal, being retained 
on this side of the Atlantic much to his own disap- 
pointment. Upon his return to civilian life, Mr. 
Fisher became identified with the Robesonia Roller 
Mill, then, on January 30, 1922, received his appoint- 
ment to the postmastership. He took up the duties 
of this office with characteristic energy, and his minute 
attention to detail, as well as his large ability in 
administration, places him among the important and 
thoroughly efficient public servants of this com- 


munity. He is a Republican in his political affilia- 
tions, but except for his present duties he has never, 
thus far, accepted public responsibility. Fraternally, 
Mr. Fisher is identified with Williamson Lodge, No. 
307, Free and Accepted Masons, of Womelsdorf, 
Pennsylvania, of which he is a Past Master: and 
Lodge. No. 119, Knights of Pythias, of Robesonia, 
‘Pennsylvania, of which he is Past Commander. He 


_is secretary of the Robesonia Chamber of Commerce, 


and is a member of Williamson Club, of Womels- 
dorf, Pennsylvania. His religious affiliation is with 
St. Paul’s Reformed Church, of Robesonia, Penn- 
sylvania. ‘ 

Raymond J. Fisher married, on July 26, 1919, at 
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania, the Rev. E. S. Leinbach 
performing the ceremony, Katie E. Beidler, daughter 
of Isaac K. and Emma E. (Auspack) Beidler. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher are the parents of one daughter, 
Emmaline Mary, born March 6, 1922. 


JACOB CONNER ZIEGLER—Devotion to lofty 
ideals in any field of endeavor calls forth from the 
people the unconscious, and too often unspoken, ad- 
miration which worthy effort deserves under all cir- 
cumstances. When this devotion is given to the 
humble, yet vitally important, occupations which in- 
volve the health and welfare of the public, then it 
is eminently fitting that words of unqualified com- 
mendation should be placed on record in honor of 
such activity. The life of Jacob Conner Ziegler 
formed a history of such usefulness, for it was in 
the distribution of milk that he served the people 
of Reading, giving to this laborious and none too 
profitable line of business endeavor the singleness 
of purpose and tireless attention which would have 
carried him far and high in any field. Mr. Ziegler 
was a man of lofty character, friend of all and sup- 
porter of all forward endeavor, of whatsoever nature. 
His useful life and genial spirit will long be remem- 
bered in the wide circle in Reading familiar with his 
activities. 

Jacob Conner Ziegler was born in Rehrersburg, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, August 14, 1859, and 
died in Reading, June 11, 1918. He was a son of 
Elias and Susanna (Conner) Ziegler, esteemed farm- 
ing people of that section in a day now gone by. 
Receiving his early education in the public schools 
of the neighborhood, he later attended the Keystone 
State Normal School, at Kutztown, from which he 
was graduated in the class of June, 1885. From 
childhood accustomed to assisting on the home farm, 
he was active with his father for a few years after 
his education was completed, then, in 1888, went 
to Philadelphia, where he became identified with 
wholesale product interests, continuing along that line 
for thirteen years. Returning to Berks County in 
1901, Mr. Ziegler established himself in the distri- 
bution of dairy products, under the name of The 
Milk Products Company, and going forward along 
the most progressive lines of advance, he developed 
an interest of great importance. His was the first 
plant to bottle milk in the city of Reading and the 
first to introduce pasteurization of milk, and is the 
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oldest in point of continued operation. When his 
elder son, Willard Elmer Ziegler, reached an age 
to bear a part in the enterprise, he was given every 
opportunity to learn the business, and early assumed 
exectitive responsibility. He now succeeds his hon- 
ored father as the head of the enterprise. 

The business was formerly located at the corner 
of Third and Washington streets, but the original 
structure was torn down some years ago to make 
room for a thoroughly up-to-date building of the 
most approved design, planned in detail for the 
immediate needs of the dairy business, yet spacious 
enough to permit of considerable expansion. This 
is now one of the model plants of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, the finest modern finish and equipment 
having been installed throughout. The most rigid 
rules of cleanliness and sanitation are invariably 
observed in the plant, and the people have come to 
know that they can depend upon securing from the 
Ziegler plant the highest quality obtainable of pure, 
fresh milk. During his lifetime Jacob C. Ziegler 
was the leader and guide of the activities of the con- 
cern, and now, although his presence is no longer an 
actual, tangible influence, his memory is an inspiration 
to all who were associated with him in the past. 
His was one of the eminently worthy lives which 
the people of Berks County delight to honor by per- 
manent memorials, and which will prove an example 
to many young men who follow after. Mr. Ziegler 
had few interests outside his work, but was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Order, and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, also the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. He was for many years a member 
of Calvary Reformed Church. 

Jacob Conner Zeigler married, on June 25, 1889, at 
Kutztown, in this county, Ellen Elizabeth Wanner, 
daughter of Peter Christian and Sarah Ann (Moyer) 
Wanner, both the Wanner and Moyer names rep- 
resenting old and honored families of this section. 
The two sons of these parents are Willard Elmer, 
a biography of whom follows; and Philip Wanner, 
born November 5, 1893. 





WILLARD ELMER ZIEGLER—The activities 
of Willard Elmer Ziegler are bearing direct relation 
to the welfare and prosperity of the people, for it 
is in the distribution of milk that Mr. Ziegler is 
serving the public and at the same time winning 
success. A progressive, forward-looking young man, 
keenly alert to the importance of his work, Mr. 
Ziegler is making history in the dairy business in 
Berks County today. He is a son of Jacob Conner 
and Ellen Elizabeth (Wanner) Ziegler, of Reading, 
the father for many years active in the dairy business 
in this city. 

Willard Elmer Ziegler was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, February 19, 1891. Receiving his early 
education in the public schools of his native city, 
he continued his studies in Reading when the family 
removed to this place in his boyhood. As a lad, 
Mr. Ziegler early became interested in the business 
in which his father was engaged, and the elder 
Mr. Ziegler has been at the head of the J. C. Ziegler 


Company for many years. As the younger man 
became of an age to enter business affairs, he mas- 
tered the details of the interest minutely and com- 
prehensively. His deep interest in the progress of 
the concern led to his being placed in charge as 
manager, and largely through his progressive atten- 
tion to present-day standards and ideals of food 
production and distribution, the interest of the enter- 
prise has developed to great importance. They have 
one of the finest plants in Pennsylvania, fitted out 
with the most approved modern equipment which 
science has been able to divise. In every department 
of the business the health and welfare of the people 
are safeguarded and their new building is a model 
of its kind. The former building, at the corner of 
Third and Washington streets, was torn down 
within recent years and an entirely new structure of 
the most modern design was erected, no possible 
detail being slighted in the construction of the plant. 
The greatest care is taken to procure milk from 
healthy and well-kept herds, and a large fleet of 
automobile trucks, as well as wagons, facilitate the 
daily distribution of the milk. The men in charge 
of these vehicles are also chosen with respect to 
their health and willingness to comply at all times 
with the sanitary regulations of the business. As 


_a successful operator in an important field, Mr. Ziegler 


holds a recognized position in the municipality, and 
is interested in all work of a commercial nature. 
He devotes his time almost wholly to the business, 
caring little for recreation, but occasionally attends 
a baseball game in which sport he is particularly 
interested. He is a member of the Wyomissing 
Club and the Penn Wheelman. 

Willard Elmer Zeigler married, in Reading, Sep- 
tember 10, 1914, Marie Boyer, daughter of George 
and Virgie (Hain) Boyer. 





WILSON S. NEIN—The cafeer of Wilson S. 
Nein, of Reading, Pennsylvania, bears close signifi- 
cance to the public welfare, for he has, during the 
past seventeen years, or thereabouts, been active in 
the distribution of coal. His endeavors in the bus- 
iness world have met with enviable success, and 
he holds a foremost position not only as a commer- 
cial executive but as a man and a citizen. Mr. Nein 
is a son of David D. and Hannah (Shaeffer) Nein, 
his father one of the leading citizens of his day in 
Mount Penn, Pennsylvania, one of the most attractive 
suburbs of Reading. David D. Nein was active in 
the coal business of Mount Penn for thirty years, 
and for twenty years was postmaster of that locality. 
The children of these parents numbered nine, one 
deceased, Mr. Nein’s brothers being: Jacob S., who 
died October 10, 1923, but who had been identified 


with him in business throughout the entire history or: 


the enterprise; David, and Russell; his sisters are: 
Ella, wife of Haurice Mest; Deliah; Edith; and 
Viola, wife of Herbert Dinkle. The members of 
this family are still residents of Mount Penn, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Wilson S. Nein was born at Pleasantville, Pennsyl- 
vania, August 14, 1880. His early education was 
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received in the public schools of his birthplace, then 
for one year he attended Stoner’s Business College, 
at Reading, thereby gaining a broadly practical foun- 
dation for his business’ success. At the age of 
eighteen years, Mr. Nein began to learn the car- 
penter’s trade and was active in this line of endeavor 
until 1907, then, in association with his eldest brother, 
he entered the present business. The brothers went 
forward together, sharing equally in the responsibil- 
ities of the business, and their partnership proved 
a noteworthy success. The loss of Jacob S. Nein, 
on October 10, 1923, was a sad blow to his brother, 
but he has since handled the interest independently 
and is still holding a leading position in the dis- 
tribution of coal, in Reading. 

Mr. Nein stands high in the community, com- 
manding the respect and esteem of all with whom 
he comes in contact, and while never a leader in 
public affairs, he supports the Democratic Party. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle and the Loyal Order of Moose. He 
is a member of Union Fire Company, No. 13, of 
Reading. His religious affiliation is with the Trinity 
Reformed Church, of Mount Penn, and he is also 
a member of St. Andrew’s Brotherhood and Sunday 
School, of Reading. 

Wilson S. Nein married, at Palmyra, New Jersey, 
September 19, 1906, Ada B. Evanl, daughter of John 
and Ella Evanl, esteemed residents of that place. 
Mr. and Mrs. Nein have no children of their own, 
but have adopted a son, John Brembel, whom they 
are rearing and educating, and they reside at No. 
257 South Seventeenth Street, Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. 





WILLIAM H. TRUSTY—The work in which 
William H. Trusty is engaged in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, is of the greatest importance, both to the 
automobile world and to industrial activities in this 
section, for, as an expert mechanic and a progres- 
sive business executive, he is meeting the every day 
needs of both realms. The tireless attention and 
Progressive spirit which Mr. Trusty gives to his 
work make his activities count in a large degree for 
the well-being of the people and the general advance 
in local mechanical affairs. He is a son of Ernest 
and Sarah (Heil) Trusty, the father a native of Ger- 
many, the mother of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
and both now deceased. Mr. Trusty was brought to 
America by his parents at the age of three months, 
and they settled in Cumru Township, where Ernest 
Trusty followed his trade of wheelright and machinist, 
later moving to Reading, where the remaining years 
of his life were spent. 

William H. Trusty was born in Cumru Township, 
in this county, June 7, 1876. Receiving his education 
in the public schools of his birthplace and Brunner’s 
Business College, of Reading, he lived on the farm 
until the age of twelve years, when he came to 
Reading and was employed in a hat factory for a 
short time. Next spending four years in the em- 
ploy of the J. H. Sturnberg Company, he learned the 
machinist’s trade, them became identified with the 
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Carpenter Steel Company, of Reading, where he 
continued until 1898. In the latter connection, Mr. 
Trusty was active in turning shells, then his next 
affiliation was with the Reading Iron Company, where 
he was employed for about twelve years, as tool- 
maker. In 1906 Mr. Trusty established his own 
interest, under the firm name of Trusty Machine 
and Auto Company. In 1914 he came to his present 
quarters and now occupies a three-story brick building 
at Nos. 111-115 Lemon Street. He has always con- 
ducted a general machine business, but with the 
constantly wider use of the automobile, he has of 
necessity specialized more or less definitely in work 
of this nature. He handles a general garage bus- 
iness, including both repairing and storage, also deals 
in new and used engines and automobiles. As a 
builder of special machinery for the various industries 
of this section, Mr. Trusty has made his name one 
of wide importance to industrial advance, for he 
is a highly skilled mechanic and employs only first- 
class assistants. Mr. Trusty is a member of the 
Junior Order United American Mechanics, and the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America, also the Maccabees, 
and the Orioles. Mr. Trusty supports the Republican 
Party in political affairs, and is a member of the 
Lutheran church. 

William H. Trusty married Mary Fisher, and they 
are the parents of two children: Mary, and Alvin. 





MAHLON SEIDEL—In the line of manufactur- 
ing activity which forms one of the staple industries 
of Pennsylvania, and particularly Berks County, 
Mahlon Seidel held a noteworthy position in Reading 
during about fifteen years of his active career and 
this work was the more important for the fact that 
he brought to its responsibilities long experience in 
retail merchandising. Mr. Seidel was one of those 
men in whom the people feel great confidence and 
who never betray a trust. Faithful to the loftiest 
ideals both of citizenship and business integrity, 
Mr. Seidel spent an honorable lifetime, and his name 
is recalled with regret for his passing. His life was 
a record of consistent endeavor and noteworthy 
achievement, and to every one who knew him or 
came in touch with his activities his example was an 
inspiration to ever nobler attainment, 

Mr. Seidel was born on the homestead farm in 
Center Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, where 
the family has been prominent for many generations 
both in industrial affairs and the civic progress. 
He was raised in Shoemakersville, but coming to 
Reading as a young man, Mr. Seidel entered the 
employ of the large department store, conducted 
under the firm name of Dives, Pomeroy & Stewart, 
and remained with that concern until 1907. He then 
identified himself with his two brothers, Claude L. 
and Robert L. Seidel, in the Maiden Creek Hosiery 
Company, which the previous year had been removed 
to the town of Temple. Remaining with this concern 
permanently, Mr. Seidel continued active in an 
executive capacity until his death, which occurred 
March 23, 1922. 

'.. The Maiden Creek Hosiery Company is a business 
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organization of marked importance, and was founded 
in 1901 by Judge Stitzel, and later incorporated. 
With the incorporation, Frank Scidel became pres- 
ident 6f the concern; S. R. Rothermel, secretary 
and treasurer; George D. Stitzel, vice-president; 
Charles Denkel and M. R. Mengel forming, with the 
other officers, the board of directors. The business 
comprised the manufacture of infant’s and men’s 
hosiery and genera! knitting. In 1903 the stock was 
liquidated, a new organization purchased the interest, 
and at that time Frank Seidel became president, 
Claude L. Seidel, secretary, James F. Seidel, treas- 
urer; and Robert L. Seidel, vice-president. This 
group of progressive men carried the interest forward 
successfully, but in 1907 the death of the treasurer 
brought about a reorganization. His interest in the 
business was purchased by Mahlon Seidel, who 
became vice-president; Robert L. Seidel becoming 
treasurer, Claude L. Seidel continuing as secretary, 
and Frank Seidel as president. The business develop- 
ed to one of great importance and the general product 
has remained the same throughout its history thus 
far. Mahlon Seidel further became interested in the 
Acorn Hosiery Company, and until his death was 
considered one of the broadly influential industrial 
executives of Berks County. He was a member of 
the Reading Chamber of Commerce and the Reading 
Historical Society, and fraternally was affiliated with 
the Free and Accepted Masons, having attained 
to the Scottish Rite Degree, also the Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He was affil- 
iated with the Manufacturers’ Club, of Philadelphia, 
the Wyomissing Club, of Reading, and the Temple 
Club. He attended Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Mahlon Seidel married, in 1872, in Reading, Susan 
Brown, daughter of George D. and Catherine (Schaf- 
fer) Brown, both of Berks County. Mrs. Seidel, 
who survives her husband, has long been active in 
church work, and is a leading member of the Reading 
Women’s Club. Two children also survive Mr. 
Seidel: William L. and Mary B., both residents of 
Reading. Mrs. Seidel resides at the handsome family 
home located at No. 121 Windsor Street, Reading. 





JOSEPH H. HASBROUCK—A noteworthy figure 
in financial advance, in Reading, Pennsylvania, is 
Joseph H. Hasbrouck, whose largely responsible 
position as cashier of the Penn National Bank places 
him in the front rank of executive progress in Berks 
County and definitely appraises his standing as a man 
and a citizen. Mr. Hasbrouck is a man of practical 
ideas, guided and governed by lofty ideals, and his 
‘work is eminently constructive as well as broadly 
useful. He is a son of David and Mary (Smith) 
Hasbrouck, and his father was a draftsman by oc- 
cupation, following this line of endeavor until his 
death, which occurred in 1885. The mother, who 
was born in Reading, survived him for many years, 
passing away in 1916. 

Joseph H. Hasbrouck was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where his parents resided for a number 
of years, March 1, 1884. His education was begun 


in the public schools of Reading, where the family - 
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removed in his childhood, and later he attended 
Girard College, in Philadelphia, from which he was 
graduated in December, 1900. Mr. Hasbrouck’s first 
business activity was in the capacity of clerk in the 
employ of the Diamond Electric Company, of Phil- 
adelphia, where he remained for about six months. 
In July, 1901, he returned to Reading to enter the 
organization of the Farmers’ National Bank of this 
city, in the capacity of messenger. Rising through 
various grades of responsibility in this connection, 
Mr. Hasbrouck remained with the Farmers’ National 
Bank until November, 1918, when he was elected 
cashier of the Penn National Bank, of Reading, in 
which position he still serves. Mr. Hasbrouck has 
become one of the well known and highly esteemed 
financial executives of this city, his extensive acquain- 
tance in business circles making his influence count 
for every line of local advance. A Republican by 
political affiliation, he has never thus far accepted 
public honors of a political nature, preferring to 
devote his energies outside of business affairs to those 
endeavors which contribute to the welfare of the 
community in other lines of advance. He is a direc- 
tor of the Reading Hospital, and interested in all 
that contributes to the well-being of the people. 
Fraternally, Mr. Hasbrouck is a member of the 
Masonic Order, and is affiliated with Chandler Lodge, 
No. 227, of Reading, of which he is treasurer; Read- 
ing Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; and 
Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine. He is a member of the Kiwanis 
Club, also the Wyomissing Club, and attends the 
Reformed Church, which he serves as treasurer. 

Joseph H. Hasbrouck married, at Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, October 11, 1910, Edith Mae Laubach, 
daughter of Clinton and Almeta (Wanamaker) Lau- 
bach, and they have one son: Gerald, born March 31, 
1915. The Hasbrouck residence is at No. 146 Clymer 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





DR. JOSEPH S. WIATER—In a new but univers- 
ally recognized school of healing, Dr. Joseph S. 
Wiater, of Reading, Pennsylvania, has developed a 
gratifying practice and commands the esteem of the 
people, both in professional circles and among the 
laity. The work he has done has been somewhat 
in the nature of pioneer endeavor, but he has met 
prejudice with wise and judicious attitude, and has 
proved sincere in himself, also has proved his profes- 
sion useful and beneficial. Dr. Wiater is a native 
of this State, and a son of Lawrence and Annie 
Wiater, both now deceased. 

Dr. Joseph S. Wiater was born at Shenandoah, 
Pennsylvania, February 2, 1887. Receiving his early 
education in the public and high schools of his birth- 
place, he later attended school in Poland, spending 
four years in that country. Returning to America, 
he entered the Catholic University of America, at 
Washington, District of Columbia, where he studied 
for one year, then following various activities in the 
business world, he entered upon his preparations for 
his present professional career. Studying at the 
Palmer School of Chiropractic, at Davenport, lowa, 
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he was graduated in the class of 1918, then returned 
East and began practice in Reading. Mrs. Wiater 
took the course at the same time and was graduated 
in the same class; thus they entered upon their profes- 
sional work in association with each other, and are 
now well known as Wiater & Wiater, Chiropractors, 
at the “Sign of the White Cross.” Dr. Wiater sup- 
ports the Republican Party in political affairs, but 
has never thus far accepted public responsibility. He 
is a member of the Reading Chamber of Commnierce, 
and fraternally is affiliated with the Knights of 
Columbus. He attends St. Peter’s Roman Catholic 
Church, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Joseph S. Wiater married, in Europe, Novem- 
ber 23, 1907, Annie T. Wyroba, daughter of Stanley 
and Annie Wyroba, and they are the parents of five 
children: Irene, Marie, Lucille, Edward, and Joseph. 





CHARLES THOMAS DAVIS—In the productive 
departments of the hat industry in Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Charles Thomas Davis holds a note- 
worthy position as foreman of the trimming depart- 
ment of John Hendel’s Sons. In various and wide 
reaching branches of Civic, political, benevolent and 
general community interest, Mr. Davis holds marked 
Prominence, and his natural executive ability, together 
with his constant spirit of forward-reaching endeavor, 
form strong and ever-widening influences in the local 
advance. In the fraternal realm his activities reach 
out even more widely and extend far beyond local 
circles, for Mr. Davis has long commanded State 
and National positions in the Improved Order of 
Red Men, in which he is a universally recognized 
figure. He is a son of Charles C. Davis, whose death 
in Chicago, Illinois, in 1895, removed from the prog- 
ress of his day a man of sincere and genuine worth. 
The Davis family is of Welsh origin. The mother, 
Hannah (Foreman) Davis, survived her husband for 
many years, passing away October yi eee 

Charles Thomas Davis was born in Marshallton, 
New Castle County, Delaware, March 4, 1864, and 
the family became residents of Berks County the 
following year, locating first at Morgantown. Mr. 
Davis gained his early education and training in 
the public schools of that community, then, the 
family removing to Reading, in 1874, he completed 
his studies at the public schools of this city. In 
1877 Mr. Davis entered the business world and for 
about one year was active in the employ of Albert 
Bast & Brothers cigar factory. The following year 
he secured a position in the employ of John Hendel’s 
Brothers hat factory, and from that time until the 
present he has remained with this concern through 
the various developments and changes which have 
carried it to its present preéminence in this section. 
Mr. Davis has risen to large responsibility, and now, 
as foreman of the trimming department, he is a 
leading executive of this concern, which is now known 
as John Hendel’s Sons, and he is considered one of 
the largely prominent business men of the industrial 
group in Reading. 

Affairs of general import, particularly of community 
interest, have long engaged a general share of the 
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attention of Mr. Davis. He has always supported 
the Republican Party in political issues, and was 
elected ward chairman of the Third Ward in 1900, 
serving for four years. It is, however, in the realm 
of fraternal progress that Mr. Davis is most widely 
known, and it is here that his affiliation with the 
Improved Order of Red Men gives him wide note. 
He was a charter member of Unamis Tribe, No. 330, 
of this order, a Reading ‘organization, and is at 
present (1924) chief of records. He was one of the 
prime movers in the agitation which resulted in the 
erection of the Red Men’s Hall, in Reading, and is 
one of the leading members of the Red Men’s Hall 
Association, of which he has been director and 
treasurer since its inception. Mr. Davis was elected 
Great Sachem of the Improved Order of Red Men 
of the State of Pennsylvania in March, 1912, and in 
March, 1916, he was elected Great Representative 
to the Great Council of the United States. He was 
reélected to this office in March, 1920, and is still a 
member, having attended sessions in Chicago, Illinois; 
Boston, Massachusetts; Wildwood, New Jersey; Des 
Moines, Iowa; and Indianapolis, Indiana. He has 
attended every session of the Great Council of the 
State of Pennsylvania for the past thirty years, and 
is one of the influential members of this body. He 
is also a member of Indonala Council, No. 70, Degree 
of Pocahontas. 

Mr. Davis is a prominent member of Isaac Heister 
Lodge, No. 660, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
is identified with the various Scottish Rite bodies 
of the Masonic Order up to and including Reading 
Consistory, in which he holds the thirty-second 
degree. He is also a member of Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
of Reading; Camp No. 330, Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; Neversink Lodge, No. 104, Loyal Patriots 
of America, of Reading; and Mt. Penn Council, 
Royal Arcanum. Mr. Davis is further a member 
and director of the Pennsylvania Immediate Relief 
Association, and attends St. John’s Reformed Church, 
of Reading. 

Charles Thomas Davis married, in Reading, Nov- 
ember 8, 1888, Gertrude R. Koch, daughter of Peter 
Koch, who was active as foreman in the Pipe Mills 
of the Reading Iron Company, but is now deceased. 
The mother, Rebecca (Stief) Koch, died at the age 
of ninety-six years. The Davis family residence is 
at No. 743 Franklin Street, Reading. 





HARVEY F. BUSH—Along the most modern 
and highly specialized lines Harvey F. Bush, of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, is achieving large success in 
the dairy business. Mr. Bush is a practical farmer 
and dairyman, whose usefulness is a record of long 
activity and whose present standing in his chosen 
field of endeavor gives his name the highest rank 
in the community. He has won the esteem and 
confidence of the people in a very large measure, 
and his work is ‘contributing definitely and perman- 
ently to the health and well-being of the people. 
Mr. Bush is a-son of the late William Bush, for many 


‘.years a prominent farmer of Berks County, and 
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his mother, Esther (Firing) Bush, is. still living, 
making her home with him. 

Harvey F. Bush was born in Berks County, in 
1875, and gained a practical education in’ the public 
schools of this section. His interest in farming 
and animal husbandry has been a lifelong apprecia- 
tion of one of the most practical opportunities of 
business success. He has built the present enter- 
prise entirely by his own initiative and excellent 
judgment, his foundation having been his early 
experience on the farm. Looking at life and all 
its responsibilities from a constructive viewpoint, 
Mr. Bush has applied to the dairy business the most 
important principles, and has made it his life-work 
to safeguard the health of the people through the 
milk supply. He has now a very complete and up- 
to-date plant, including a pasteurizing equipment. 
A large number of automobile trucks and horse- 
drawn wagons are used in the distribution of his 
product, which is obtained from his own and other 
Berks County herds of healthy, well-fed cows. Mr. 
Bush furnishes milk to many of Reading’s most 
important and exclusive families, and is considered a 
leader in his chosen field of activity. He is interested 
in all that makes for the general progress, but beyond 
the useful activities of the industrious and estimable 
citizen, he holds few affiliations. During the World 
War he bore a worthy part in all home activities, 
and he is a well known member of the Ancient and 
Illustrious Order of the Knights of Malta, also the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. He attends St. 
Stephen’s Reformed Church. 

Harvey F. Bush married, in 1892, in Berks County, 
Katherine Cleaver, who was born in Berks County, 
and is a daughter of William and Sarah Cleaver. 


LUTHER C. SCHMEHL—In the younger group 
of professional men in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
Luther C. Schmehl holds a prominent position, having 
gained an assured footing in his chosen field of en- 
deavor. Gifted with ability both as an advocate 
and counselor, Mr. Schmehl is considered a young 
man with a brilliant future before him. He is a 
veteran of the World War, and is prominent in 
fraternal circles, also is a figure of more than passing 
significance in the realm of music. He is a son of 
Edwin T. and Laura Alice (Potteiger) Schmehl, 
his father a native of Blandon, Berks County, and 
the mother of Bernville, also in this county. They 
are residents of Reading, and Edwin T. Schmehl! is 
a well known traveling salesman. 

Luther C. Schmehl was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 22, 1895. Following his elementary 
and grammar courses, he attended Reading High 
School, from which he was graduated in the class of 
1912. Then entering Muhlenberg College, at Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania, he was graduated from that in- 
stitution in the class of 1916, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Science. Taking up his professional 
preparations at the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, he was graduated in the class of 1922, and 


shortly thereafter was admitted to the bar of his. 


native State. He has been active since in practice 


in the city of Reading, and although only a com- 
paratively short time has elapsed, he is numbered 
among -the promising young men of this city in legal 
circles. Mr. Schmehl’s education was interrupted by 
his military service in the World War, for he enlisted 
in the Ordnance Corps, of the United States Army, 
in December, 1917, and served until June, 1919. He 
was active for one year in France, participating in 
many of the historic actions of that period; he re- 
ceived his honorable discharge from the service, with 
the rank of sergeant. It is believed by many that 
Mr. Schmehl is destined for celebrity in more than 
one professional field, for in musical composition he 
has achieved several notable successes. He is a bril- 
liant pianist, and his creative work has attracted wide 
attention in musical circles. 

A Democrat by political affiliation, Mr. Schmehl! 
has never thus far accepted the honors or responsibil- 
ities of public office. Fraternally he is a member of 
all the Masonic bodies, and isa member of the Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon, also the Patriotic Order Sons 
of America, and the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. He is also a member of the Lambda Chi 
Alpha, a college fraternity, the University Club, and 
the American Legion. He attends Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 


GEORGE 8S. HUMMEL,-who holds an outstand- 
ing position in the world of finance of Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, was born March 14, 1882, in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, where his interests now center. Gaining 
a broadly practical education, and surveying the 
possibilities before him as a young man, Mr. Hummel 
entered the investment field in 1900 and was one of 
the first to establish an office for the sale of bonds 
in Reading. At that time only four other houses 
were active in this line of advance. Mr. Hummel 
won his way step by step, gaining the confidence and 
esteem of the people as well as his colleagues in his 
field, and as his enterprise widened and developed, 
it became advisable to affiliate himself with some 
bonding house of importance in the metropolis. He 
accordingly identified himself with Messrs. Baker, 
Young & Company, of Boston, Massachusetts, a 
house originating and creating issues of bonds on 
their own properties, as well as participating in 
New York syndicate offerings. This concern is in- 
ternationally recognized as one of the most substantial 
and trust-worthy organizations of its kind in Amer- 
ica, and of Boston, and Mr. Hummel arranged to 
act as their representative in the counties of Berks, 
Chester, Lebanon, Lehigh, Montgomery and Dau- 
phin, in the State of Pennsylvania; this affiliation 
was consummated January 1, 1911, and Mr. Hummel 
has since continuously been identified with the same 
concern as their representative throughout this dis- 
trict. His activities include the sale of every class 
of bonds, government, public utility, railway and 
industrial, but public utility offerings comprise his 
speciality, hydro-electric bonds being the leaders. 
During the entire period of activity in this field 


“Mr. Hummel has directed his attention to invest- 
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ments apart from speculation, and the wisdom of this 
course is well vindicated in the fact that sixty-five 
per cent of the business. handled by him is for bank- 
ing institutions and the balance for the accounts 
of estates and conservative investors. Mr. Hummel 
is personally recognized as a’ man of dignity and 
worth, and he holds a noteworthy position in the 
business life of Reading. 





CHARLES FRANKLIN PETREE—Winning his 
way to large responsibility in a special line of en- 
deavor, Charles Franklin Petree, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, has applied his knowledge as a telegrapher 
to a special branch of financial progress and has 
attained noteworthy rank in that field. Mr. Petree 
is a native of Berks County, and in his progress from 
the ranks of the workers has displayed originality 
as well as ability. The Petree family came to the 
Tulpehocken region of Berks County from Scho- 
harie, New York, in 1723, as one of the first thirty- 
three families of this section. Mr. Petree is a son 
of Franklin Daniel Petree, and a grandson of Profes- 
sor John F. Petree, a well known educator of a 
generation now gone by, and for about twenty-five 
years an instructor in the Womelsdorf High School. 
Franklin Daniel Petree was an employee of the city 
of Reading for many years and became a prominent 
member of the local board of public works. The 
mother, Catherine M. (Wagner) Petree, is also a 
member of a distinguished Pennsylvania family. 

Charles Franklin Petree was born at Womelsdorf, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, May 1, 1882. His clas- 
sical education was limited to the advantages of the 
local public schools, but he learned telegraphy in 
the Womelsdorf office, and was employed in the 
capacity of telegrapher with the Philadelphia & Read- 
ing Railroad Company from 1899 until 1902. Then 
affiliating himself with William Mcllvain, a noted 
stockbroker, he served as telegrapher in Mr. Mc 
Ilvain’s offices for a period of about ten years. He 
was also affiliated with several leading firms of the 
New York Stock Exchange during that period and 
thereby gained wide experience in financial affairs. 
In 1912 Mr. Petree opened his own offices as rep- 
resentative and manager of several large investment 
brokers of New York City and he is still thus active. 
Possessing excellent judgment and a conservative out- 
look upon affairs, as well as the practical experience 
above outlined, Mr. Petree is considered one of the 
thoroughly substantial and trustworthy men in his 
field, and in his own success is contributing in a 
marked degree to the prosperity and financial security 
of the city of Reading. He is prominent in fraternal 
circles, being a member of Reading Lodge, No. 549, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is Past 
Master; Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, of Reading; De Molay Commandery, No. 9, 
Knights Templar; Reading Consistory, Ancient Ac- 
cepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Neversink 
Forest, No. 52, Tall Cedars of Lebanon. His clubs 


are the Wyomissing and the Temple, and he is a. 


member of St. Mark’s Reformed Church, of Reading. 


Charles Franklin Petree married (first) May 23, 
1902, Flora I. Young, daughter of Daniel B. and 
Rosa (Sahler) Young, and their children numbered 
three: 1. Louis Y., born November 23, 1903. 2. 
Daniel F., born September 21, 1905. 3. Calvin F., 
born November 13, 1910. Mr. Petree “married 
(second) March 29, 1920, Freda M. Jaccbs, daughter 
of Harry R. and Lillie (Kline) Jacobs. 


GEORGE B. MAURER—A vital line of commer- 
cial activity has engaged the attention of George B. 
Maurer since the completion of his: education, and 
in his thoroughly conscientious and broadly efficient 
manner of meeting his responsibilities he is doing 
much to promote the welfare of the city of Reading 
and this general community. Mr. Maurer is active 
in the distribution of milk, and is at the head of one 
of the foremost dairies in this county. He is a son 
of William C. and Anna (Yoder) Maurer, his father 
active in the same general field of endeavor until his 
death, which occurred December 31, 1918. 

George B. Maurer was born in Reading, January 
1, 1893. His education was begun in the local public 
schools, and later attending Reading High School, 
he was graduated from that institution in due course. 
Immediately following the completion of his studies, 
Mr. Maurer became identified with his father in the 
dairy business, having spent much of his leisure time 
in working. about the plant while he was still in 
school. He was deeply interested in this work and 
appreciated its importance and the possibility of high 
attainment in this realm. Mastering every detail of 
the business, he fitted himself for executive responsi- 
bility and, with the lamented passing of his honored 
father, took over the management. He has since 
devoted his attention wholly to his work and has 
been tireless in his efforts to improve the quality of 
his product and perfect every detail of distribution. 
Mr. Maurer can certainly be congratulated upon his 
success, for the Maurer Dairy is fitted up with every 
approved equipment for the care and handling of 
clean, wholesome milk, and it is considered one of 
the most important and most highly sanitary of any 
dairy in this section. Mr. Maurer is a member of 
the local Chamber of Commerce, the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, and the Loyal Order of Moose. His 
religious affiliation is with St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church. 

George B. Maurer married, in Reading, December 
14, 1921, Anna Redcay, daughter of Jacob and 
Anna (Prutzman) Redcay. Mr. and Mrs. Maurer 
are the parents of one daughter, Ruth. The family 
reside at No. 925 Elm Street, Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


JAMES MONROE BITLER—In the general field 
of accountancy James Monroe Bitler of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, is a noteworthy figure, and through 
his services as auditor and similar capacities the 
economic security and industrial prominence of this 
section is permanently promoted. Mr. Bitler is a 
native of Berks County, and was educated in its 


“Institutions. His career has thus far been a steady 
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rise to a position of influence, and he is considered 
one of the successful executives of this city. Mr. 
Bitler is a son of John Samuel and Kate (Hatt) 
Bitler, his father a wheelwright and general black- 
smith, and still active in this section. 

James Monroe Bitler was born in Spring Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, July 26, 1886. Receiv- 
ing his early education in the public schools of this 
county, he attended Reading Business College, where 
he gained practical and comprehensive training for 
his business career. Mr. Bitler’s gifts and tastes well- 

fitted him for*the work of the accountant, and he 
gained his early experience in clerical and technical 
activities with the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad 
Company, in the motive power and rolling equipment 
department. Active thus from the year 1904 to 1913, 
Mr. Bitler has since been engaged as secretary for 
John Barbey, with offices at No. 430 Court Street, 
Reading. His ability and judgment have placed him 
in a position of prominence and have given him 
gratifying success. 

Mr. Bitler has never thus far taken an active 
interest in public affairs, but is widely known frater- 
nally, being a member of St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he was Master 
in 1921; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch 
Masons, of which he was High Priest (1920); Creigh 
Council, No. 16, Royal and Select Masters; Reading 
Commandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; Reading 
Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, in which 
he holds the thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; 
Reading Lodge, No. 115, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks; and Mystic Star Commandery, No. 47, 
Ancient and Illustrious Order Knights of Malta, in 
which organization he is Past Commander. He is 
prominent in club circles, holding membership in 
the Wyomissing Club, Reading Country Club, Tem- 
ple Club, and the Penn Wheelman Club, and. he 
attends the Protestant Episcopal Church, of Reading. 

James Monroe Bitler married, in Shillington, Penn- 
sylvania, Mary Eshelman, daughter of Franklin R. 
and Catherine (Fisher) Eshelman, and they are the 
parents of two daughters: Kathryn Grace, born 
June 27, 1907; and Mary Jane, born July 16, 1919. 
The Bitler family reside at No. 137 West Windsor 
Street, Reading. 





FRANK PAUL NISTLE—In a special line of 
food production, Frank Paul Nistle, of Reading, is 
winning marked success, and in his present activities 
his usefulness is definitely and constantly widening. 
Trained in business affairs, and with large and prac- 
tical experience, he has now been engaged in the 
manufacture of pretzels for twenty-two years. He 
is a thoroughly representative business man, and a 
son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Gaul) Nistle, his father 
a pattern-maker by occupation; both parents are 
now deceased. 

Frank Paul Nistle was born in Reading, May i 
1886. His education was received in the public 
schools of that city, and as a young man he secured 
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a position as clerk and bookkeeper. 
line of endeavor for about five years, he meanwhile 
gained an insight into the pretzel business and estab- 
lished himself in this field in 1902. Opening a plant 
at Nos. 228-240, Moss Street, Mr. Nistle has devel- 
oped an important and ever growing interest. As 
a leader and head of this organization he is num- 
bered among the successful men of the day in Read- 
ing and is carrying the enterprise forward to con- 
stantly greater importance. Mr. Nistle is a member 
of the Reading Chamber of Commerce; the Manu- 
facturers’ Club; the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks; and the Kiwanis Club. 

Frank Paul Nistle married, in Reading, in June, 
1911, L. Mabel Fessler, daughter of Thomas J. and 
Carrie (Saul) Fessler, her father a largely successful 
manufacturer of machinery for the production of 
carbonated drinks, a prominent Democrat of Reading, 
and well known in fraternal circles. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nistle are the parents of one daughter: Callie E., 
born March 5, 1915. The family resides at West 
Lawn. 


ROBERT BUSHONG HOFF —The world of 
finance of Berks County, Pennsylvania, commands the 
services and attention of a considerable group of 
progressive men, whose constructive efforts count far 
for the economic security. In this group Robert 
Bushong Hoff holds a leading position, for in his 
position as manager for Henry L. Doherty & Com- 
pany he is bearing large responsibilities and handling 
important affairs. Mr. Hoff is a descendant of very 
prominent ancestry, for generations identified with the 
progress of Berks County. His father, John Silvis 
Hoff, who is now deceased, was a leading hardware 
merchant of Reading for forty years, the interest of 
which he was so long the head still being an active 
enterprise and now one of the oldest business estab- 
lishments of its kind in Reading, and it was located 
at No. 403 Penn Street. The mother, Elizabeth 
(Bushong) Hoff, was also a member of one of the 
foremost families of Reading, and is also now de- 
ceased. 

Robert Bushong Hoff was born in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, October 21, 1881. Receiving his early 
education in the public schools, he later attended 
Reading High School, from which he was graduated 
in 1899, and devoting the next scholastic year to 
special studies at the Reading Classical School, he 
was graduated from that institution in the class of 
1900. Thereafter entering Princeton University, his 
graduation occurred in the class of 1904+. He has 
since been active in the investment business in Read- 
ing, with large and ever-increasing success. His 
affiliation with the present company has now endured 
for nine years, and he is considered a leading figure 
in his field in Berks County. Mr. Hoff supports 
the Republican Party in political affairs, although 
never an aspirant for public office. Fraternally he 
is affiliated with Reading Lodge, No. 115, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks; and he is a member 
of the Wyomissing, the Berkshire Country, the Uni- 
versity clubs, and the Chamber of Commerce. His 
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religious affiliation is with Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Hoff married, November 7, 1922, at Reading, 
Florence Hawk, daughter of Charles and Susan 
(Rink) Hawk. 


FRANCIS KAUFFMAN SAVAGE—A leading 
business executive of Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania, 
widely known in Berks County, and thoroughly re- 
presentative of the spirit of the day in the State of 
Pennsylvania, Francis Kauffman Savage has won his 
present position through his own energy and ability 
and is one of the successful figures in this section 
of Berks County. Milling activities have commanded 
his attention since the age of eighteen years, and 
recently he has done a considerable amount of real 
estate development work in the way of building. 
He is widely affiliated with fraternal and social 
advance and in these varied interests holds the esteem 
and confidence of all. 

Francis Kauffman Savage was born in Tilden 
Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, January 31, 
1883, and is a son of James and Fayetta (Kauffman) 
Savage. His education followed wholly practical lines 
and was acquired in the public schools of Berks 
County. Entering the employ of Savage Brothers at 
Hamburg, Pennsylvania, in 1901, Mr. Savage learned 
the milling trade and later established himself in this 
business at Mengel’s Mill, in his native township. 
His success was definite and was assured from the 
first. After operating this enterprise successfully for 
a number of years, Mr. Savage associated himself 
with John M. Walters in a co-partnership, under 
the title of the Schuylkill Roller Mills, at Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania, this step having been taken in 1907. 
About two years later Mr. Savage withdrew from this 
concern to become identified with the Sinking Spring 
Roller Mills, as a member of the firm of Savage 
Brothers, continuing thus until 1916. The entire in- 
terest was then taken over by William F. Krick and 
Francis K. Savage as a co-partnership, then, one year 
later, Mr. Savage absorbed the business personally. 
He has since gone forward with large and ever 
increasing success and in an independent way. This 
enterprise is one of the most widely prominent in 
its field in this section, and under the management 
of Mr. Savage is going forward to ever greater 
usefulness. For the past few years Mr. Savage has 
been very active in construction interests, building 
homes for the people and participating in much of 
the extensive and continually broadening development 
work which is being conducted in this section. His 
endeavors in this field are widely recognized for 
their worth to the community and their significance 
to the general progress. He is a director of the 
Sinking Spring Bank, and in public affairs is well 
known as county commissioner of Berks County, 
and was a director of the school board of the borough 
of Sinking Spring, until his election as county com- 
missioner, also was a member of the Home Guard 
of the State of Pennsylvania for four years. 

Mr. Savage is prominent in fraternal circles, hold- 
ing membership in Vaux Lodge, No. 406, Free and 


Accepted Masons; the Ancient Arabic Order No-~ 
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bles of the Mystic Shrine; Neversink Forest, 
No. 32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, No. 115, of Reading; also 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Sinking 
Spring; Patriotic Order Sons of America; and the 
Knights of Pythias, also of Sinking Spring, Penn- 
sylvania. His clubs are the Temple, of Reading; 
Reading Automobile, Reading Country, Americus, 
Northeastern Democratic, also the Cedar Chip, of 
Reading; and he is a member of St. John’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 

Francis Kaufiman Savage married (first) in 1901, 
Rosa Renninger, who was a daughter of William D, 
and Mary (Balthaser) Renninger, and died Novem- 
ber 15, 1918, leaving two sons: 1. Earl Renninger, 
born February 25, 1902. 2. James Woodrow, born 
April 21, 1914. Mr. Savage married (second) Mabel 
Feichtinger, daughter of Charles Wolfgang and Susan 
(Goodhart) Feichtinger. 





FRANCIS J. BACHMAN—In a special line of 
good production, Francis J. Bachman, of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, holds leading rank in the East, and is 
one of the most important executives in the State 
of Pennsylvania. His early training and long ex- 
perience combine to form a splendid equipment for 
his work, and holding to the highest ideals, Mr. 
Bachman has gained an enviable position in his chosen 
field of endeavor. The family is a distinguished one 
in Reading, where Mr. Bachman was born. 

His father, Joseph S. Bachman, who was the ori- 
ginator of the the pretzel business, and who died 
May 21, 1914, was prominent from his youth in Read- 
ing in the line of general baking. Joseph S. Bachman 
married Mary Mercer, and they were the parents of 
two children: Francis J., of further mention; and 
Margaret, wife of Charles Conroy. 

Francis J. Bachman was born in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, January 24, 1885, and received his education 
in public and parochial schools of Reading, thereby 
gaining a practical foundation for his useful and 
progressive career. Entering the business world as 
a young man, he became associated with his father 
in the pretzel business until the death of his father, 
after which period he continued the business, and 
to this time it is the largest of its kind in the United 
States, operating three plants manufacturing pretzels 
exclusively, in the up-to-the-minute method in every 
detail. Mr. Bachman possesses a thriving trade, 
having a national distribution. 

Mr. Bachman is a Democrat by political affiliation, 
although never the seeker after the honors of office. 
He is connected with numerous social organizations, 
and is a member of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Francis J. Bachman also has a professional career, 
that of a musician, having been identified with the 
leading musical organizations of this city from 1904 
to 1914, after which date he retired from same to 
devote his entire attention to his business. 

Mr. Bachman married H. Florence Folk. 


LE ROY POTTEIGER UMBENHAUER—As 2 
leading real estate and insurance executive of Berks 
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County, Pennsylvania, Le Roy Potteiger Umbenhauer 
holds a noteworthy postion in the present-day ad- 
vance in the city of Reading, Pennsylvania, while 
his interests reach out in many directions and cover 
a wide scope of surrounding territory. Mr. Umben- 
hauer is one of the progressive and highly-esteemed 
men of this city, and a member of a family for 
several generations broadly prominent in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

The name of Umbenhauer was originally spelled 
Umbchaake. Of Swiss descent, the Umbenhauer 
family was established in America early in 1734. 
A grant of land was given by Thomas and Richard 
Penn to Stephan Umbehaake in 1737, and was for two 
hundred acres in what was then Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. The founder of the borough of Bern- 
ville was Thomas Umbenhauer, great-great-grand- 
father of the subject of this review. The farm which 
this pioneer purchased in that year and developed into 
a fine and well cultivated estate is still owned in the 
family, having been inherited from generation to 
generation until the present day. Peter Umbenhauer, 
son of Thomas Umbenhauer, was a _ prosperous 
and respected citizen of Bernville in his time, married 
Sarah Reber, a daughter of John Reber, a leading cit- 
izen of Penn Township, and their two children were, 
William and Mary. William Umbenhauer, the next 
in line, married Susanna Spang, daughter of Peter 
Spang, this family one of prominence in North 
Heidelberg Township. The children of William and 
Susanna (Spang) Umbenhauer were twelve in num- 
ber: Peter S., Thomas S., Sarah S., Adam S., Henry 
S., William S., Isaac S., Milton S., Kate Conn o., 
Daniel S., and Samuel S. 

Isaac S. Umbenhauer, seventh child and sixth son 
of William and Susanna (Spang) Umbenhauer, was 
born on the homestead farm of the family, January 
5, 1858, and is still an active business executive of 
Reading, Pennsylvania. His education was received 
in the district schools of his birthplace and at the 
Keystone State Normal School, at Kutztown. Defi- 
nitely laying aside his books in the year 1883, Mr. 
Umbenhauer came to Reading and was active in 
clerical positions for about three years, after which 
he entered a progressive mercantile field, continuing 
for twelve years. In partnership with Oscar Wanner, 
Mr. Umbenhauer established, on August 10, 1898, the 
firm of Umbenhauer & Wanner, entering the real 
estate and insurance business. Going forward along 
general lines, this firm early won a high reputation 
in their chosen field of endeavor, their real estate 
operations bearing an important part in development 
progress as well as along brokerage lines, and in the 
insurance field representing the most substantial com- 
panies. Mr. Umbenhauer is further active as a direc- 
tor as well as a charter member of the Reading 
Fair Company, and during the World War he served 
as captain of various teams in the Liberty Loan 
campaigns, also did excellent work in the War 
Savings Stamp drives. He is a loyal Democrat by 


political affiliation, and is a member of Trinity Luth- 
eran Church, of Reading. Mr. Umbenhauer mar- 
ried, in 1886, Annie Laura Potteiger, daughter of 
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Jacob Potteiger, a leading citizen of Spring Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania. They are the parents 
of two children: Le Roy Potteiger, of further men- 
tion and Lillian E., deceased. 

Le Roy Potteiger Umbenhauer was born in Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, April 21, 1887. His education was 
begun in the local public schools, later entering 
Muhlenberg College, leaving that institution in 1907. 
The following year was spent at Dickinson College, 
in special advanced study, then Dickinson’s School 
of Law, his graduation occurring in the class of 1911. 
Devoting a time to post-graduate study in the office 
of ex-Mayor William Rick, Mr. Umbenhauer became 
active, professionally, in association with the Aetna 
Life Insurance Company, of Hartford, in the capacity 
of claim adjuster. He continued in this important 
field until August 1, 1920, when he entered the real 
estate and insurance firm of which his father was 
the head. Changes in the personnel of the concern 
had occurred, and with Mr. Umbenhauer’s entrance 
into the business the firm name became Umbenhauer 
& Son, Isaac S. Umbenhauer and Le Roy P. Um- 
benhauer comprising the organization. They have 
since carried the interest forward along the same 
progressive lines of endeavor as the firm has always 
followed, representing fire, casualty, life, indemnity 
and every line of insurance, selling many kinds of 
securities, handling mortgages, etc., and filling the 
general needs of the community in the real estate 
feld. The coming of the younger man into the 
organization has given it fresh impetus and the firm 
holds leading rank in its field today. 

During the World War Mr. Umbenhauer served 
as a member of Company B, 360th Machine Gun 
Battalion, United States Army, and was stationed at 
Camp Hancock, Augusta, Georgia. He is a member 
of General David McM. Gregg Post, No. 12, Amer- 
ican Legion, also 40 Hommes 8 Chevaux, of which 
organization he is the State Cheminot, and is iden- 
tied with the Delta Theta Fraternity of Muhlen- 
berg College. A Democrat by political convictions, 
he has never accepted public responsibility thus far) 
but takes a leading part in all progressive movements 
of the time. Mr. Umbenhauer is well known in 
club circies, being secretary of the University Club, 
of Reading, vice-president of the Lions Club, and 
secretary of the Reading Real Estate Board. He 
is a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church. 

JOHN FREYBERGER LUTZ—For forty years 
John Freyberger Lutz, of Esterly, Pennsylvania, has 
been engaged in undertaking and funeral directing, 
and in that time he has developed one of the leading 
interests of Berks County outside of the city of Read- 
ing proper. Giving to his work the consistent effort 
and progressive attitude of the thorough-going man- 
of-affairs, Mr. Lutz has placed himself in a leading 
position in the advance of the day in his field. His 
work is of particular significance to the people, 
for the fact that he stands very high in the general 
esteem, for his spirit of sincere devotion to the 
ethical phases of his work. Coming in touch with 
the people as he does at the time of their bereave- 














ment and sorrow, he meets his responsibilities in 
a serious and reverent spirit, while at the same time 
his natural optimism and genuine sympathy for all 
gives his ministrations permanent significance. 

John Lutz, father of John F. Lutz, was born in 
Wittenburg, Germany, and left alone in the world as 
a small child, he was brought to America by his 
brothers, where he grew up in the farming sections 
of Berks County. Mastering the trade of blacksmith 


‘in his youth, he entered into business in partnership 


with his brother, David Lutz, in Alsace Township, 
now known as Mt. Penn Borough. Later purchasing 
a farm, he planned a long period of usefulness in 
agricultural pursuits, but his early death occurred 
just prior to his intended removal to the farm. A 
prominent Democrat, Mr. Lutz was interested in all 
that pertained to public advance, and was well known 
as one of the finest marksmen in this region, and 
for many years was a member of Captain Gechter's 
Company of Light Horse Guards. John Lutz mar- 
ried Mary Ann F[reyberger, and they were the 
parents of five children: 1. George, who died April 
27, 1907. 2. Sarah, wife of Jacob R. Bingaman. 53. 
Annie, deceased, wife of Jackson Snyder, who passed 
away April 7, 1924. 4. Clara, widow of Daniel A. 
Rathenberger. 5. John F., all residents of Berks 
County. 

John Freyberger Lutz was born in Alsace Town- 
ship, now Mt. Penn Borough, November 22, 1863. 
He received an excellent education, attending public 
school, and later, Professor D. B. Brunner’s Scien- 
tific Academy, of Reading. His early business 
experience was in the employ of A. J. Brumbach, 
a woolen manufacturer of Esterly, but after a few 
years in that connection, Mr. Lutz learned cabinet- 
making and undertaking in Friedensburg. There he 
served an apprenticeship of two and one-half years 
under Uriah H. Schlegel, then was employed suc- 
cessively by Schrader & Kline in that field, and 
Samuel Bohler, a manufacturer of pipe organs. Be- 
lieving that wider opportunities of success and use- 
fulness awaited him as an independent executive, 
Mr. Lutz established himself in business in Esterly 
in 1884. Beginning in a small way and dealing in 
furniture and carpets, also founding the present un- 
dertaking business, Mr, Lutz developed his interests 
steadily, and not many years had passed before he 
held a leading position in this part of the county. 
He gave his most careful and conscientious attention 
to every phase of his work from the beginning 
and has received the patronage of the leading fam- 
ilies of Berks County. His interests long since 
widened in their scope to include the entire county, 
as well as the township of Exeter, and Mr. Lutz 
has long been considered one of the foremost men 
in his field. Some ten years after his start he 
entered the Massachusetts College of Embalming, 
from which he was graduated in 1895, and thus, 
during the greater part of his career, he has held high 
rank in the technical branch of his activities. 

A member of the Reading Chamber of Commerce, 


Mr. Lutz is fraternally affiliated with Reading Lodge, 


No. 549, Free aud Accepted Masons; Excelsior 
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Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; Reading 
Commandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; Rajah Tem- 
ple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; Griesemersville Lodge, No. 1109, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; Camp No. 239, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, of Esterly, of which he was 
a member of the building committee; is a charter 
member of St. Lawrence Castle, No. 463, Knights 
of the Golden Eagle; Neversink Camp, No. 7634, 
Modern Woodmen of America; Bohemond Com- 
mandery, No. 277, Ancient Illustrious Order Knights 
of Malta; and the Reading Automobile Club. Gite 
is also a member of the Berks and Lebanon Funeral 
Directors’ Association, and Sons of American Vet- 
erans’ Association. His religious affiliation is with 
the Lutheran Congregational of Schwarzwald Church. 

John Freyberger Lutz married, January 28, 1888, 
Lena H. Schmeck, daughter of Amos and Amelia 
(Heckman) Schmeck. Mr. and Mrs. Lutz are tlie 
parents of four children: 1. Katie Estella, born June 
22, 1889, wife of B. G. Brumbach. 2. Minnie Mar- 
guerite, born March 14, 1893, wife of J. R. Yoder. 3. 
Esther Ella, born September 8, 1895, wife of C. R. 
Burkholder. 4. John Elmer, of whom further. 

John Elmer Lutz was born April 4, 1897. He 
received his early education in the local schools, and 
was graduated from Allentown Preparatory School on 
June 5, 1915. Choosing for his life-work the pro- 
fession in which his father is engaged, he entered 
Eckel’s College of Embalming and Sanitary Science, 
and has now, for some years, been engaged in busi- 
ness with his father. Fraternally he is affiliated with 
Lodge No. 62, Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior 
Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; Reading Com- 
mandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Charity Commandery, No. 477, Ancient Illustrious 
Order Knights of Malta; Camp No. 230, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; St. Lawrence Castle, No. 
463, Knights of the Golden Eagle; and the Reading 
Automobile and Lions clubs. He also 1s a member of 
the Reading Country Club, and secretary of the 
Berks and Lebanon Funeral Directors’ Association. 

John Elmer Lutz married, January 17, 1921, Esther 
K. Titlow, daughter of E. J. and Maggie (Kline) 
Titlow, of Reading. Mr. and Mrs. Lutz are the 
parents of one child: Jane Louise. 





GEORGE TILDEN COBB —In the world of 
finance of Berks County, Pennsylvania, George Tilden 
Cobb holds a noteworthy position as assistant cashier 
of the Penn National Bank, and in his various afhlia- 
tions in the city of Reading he fills the place of the 
progressive and forward-looking citizen. A member 
of a prominent family of this State, Mr. Cobb is 4 
son of Samuel George and Jessie (Cochrane) Cobb. 
His father was a railroad engineer by occupation 
and a man highly esteemed in the community. 

George Tilden Cobb was born in Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, July 28, 1894. The family removing & 
Wilkes-Barre in his boyhood, he was graduated trom 
the high schools of that city in the class of 191, 
and taking up his higher studies at Lafayette Col- 
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lege, his graduation from that institution occurred 
1 1916. His first experience was in the capacity of 
salesman with the Kellogg Corn Flake Company, 
then latér he became identified with the Mercantile 
Sales Corporation, as accountant. In 1917 he came 
to Reading, Pennsylvania, as an expert accountant, 
and in March, 1918, entered the Penn National Bank 
in the capacity of assistant cashier, which he still 
ably fills, his work in this connection counting definite- 
ly for the prosperity and permanence of the insti- 
tution. Mr. Cobb is a Republican by political affilia- 
tion, and fraternally is identified with the Free and 
Accepted Masons. His religious connection is with 
the Holy Cross Methodist Episcopal Church. 
George Tilden Cobb married, at Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, August 2, 1916, Ida Kucht, daughter of 
Fred W. and Ida Kucht, and they are the parents 
of two children: 1. Samuel Spencer, born August 8, 
1917. 2. Lois Marie, born May 3, 1921. The Cobb 
family reside at No. 700 Holland Square, Reading. 


GEORGE WAIDLEY MILLER--A noteworthy 
figure in present-day advance in Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, is George Waidley Miller, who came to 
this section from his native county of Cumberland, 
in this State and for thirty-three years has been active 
in the life insurance business in Reading. Mr. Miller 
is a thoroughly progressive business man of the 
day, and in his careful and constructive attention to 
his chosen line of endeavor is bearing a beneficent 
part in the welfare of the community. He is a son 
of David Z. and Harriet (Waidley) Miller, his father 
a farmer of Cumberland County, both parents now 
deceased. 

George Waidley Miller was born in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, and received a practical pre- 
paration for the responsibilities of life in the public 
schools of that section. His early years were devoted 
to the work of the instructor and for a considerable 
time he was active in public schools in this State 
as a teacher. About 1890 Mr. Miller entered the life 
insurance field, forming an affiliation with the Scran- 
ton Life Insurance Company and remaining for some 
six years with the home office of this concern. Then 
coming to Reading, he has since represented this 
leading insurance organization in the Reading dis- 
trict and is taking his place among the leaders of 
insurance advance in Berks County today. He has 
few interests except of a business nature, but is frater- 
nally affiliated with Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free 
and Accepted Masons, of Reading, also the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; is a member of Berks County 
Historical Society; and he and his family attend the 
Windsor Street Methodist Episcopal Church. 

George W. Miller married, in Landisville, Penn- 
sylvania, December 29, 1881, Emma Breneiser, a 
daughter of Israel and Amelia Breneiser, esteemed 
residents of Landisville, her father throughout his 
active lifetime an undertaker, contractor and builder, 
but both parents are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 


Miller are the parents of three children: 1. Wayne 
W., now deceased, who was the father of a son, 
Wayne, who is now living with his mother in New 
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Brunswick, New Jersey. 2. Gertrude, Mrs. Charles 
Rutman, who is the mother of two children: Blanch 
and Russel. 3. Leon B., a traveling salesman, who 
married Frona Doolittle, of Michigan. They have 
one daughter, Lela Bell; their residence is Green 
Gables, Pennside. The Miller residence is at No. 147 
Elm Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





SOL K. HOFFMAN, D. V. S.—The career of 
Dr. Sol K. Hoffman, of Hamburg, Pennsylvania, is 


‘of interest to the people, for his early years were 


spent in a line of activity parallel with many benevo- 
lent endeavors, and he has in more recent years been 
identified with the world of production as a manu- 
facturer of textile garments. Dr. Hoffman is a son 
of David Hoffman, who was born in Windsor, now 
Perry Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and 
was a farmer throughout his active lifetime. The 
mother, Catherine (Koller) Hoffman, was a native of 
Berks County, and both these families have been 
prominent for several generations in this county. 

Sol K. Hoffman was born in Perry Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, February 29, 1856. His 
education was begun in the local public schools, and 
he later attended the Keystone State Normal School 
at Kutztown, Pennsylvania. Active in the field of 
the educator from 1876 until 1882, he then entered 
the Ontario Veterinary College at Toronto, Canada, 
from which he was graduated in the class of 1884, 
with the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Surgery. 
Thereafter active in the practice of his profession in 
Hamburg, Pennsylvania, he continued along that line 
of endeavor until the year 1902, then established his 
present interest. He began the manufacture of ladies’ 
underwear and has become a noteworthy figure in the 
textile industry in this section. He is also active as 
a director of the Hamburg Savings and Trust Com- 
pany. For many years Dr. Hoffman has been broad- 
ly interested in the public advance, and now, for 
thirty-six years, has served in the office of justice 
of the peace. Fraternally he is affiliated with Vaux 
Lodge, No. 104, Free and Accepted Masons; the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; the Knights of 
the Golden Eagle; and he is a member of Union Fire 
Company, No. 1, and of the Beneficial Association 
connected therewith. His religious affiliation is with 
the Lutheran church. 

Dr. Hoffman married, August 14, 1913, at West 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Alice M. Diener, daughter 
of Peter L. and Mary (Schaeffer) Diener. 





HARRY H. KLEINERT—A useful life devoted 
to the service of a single concern, practically during 
its entire period was the life of Harry H. Kleinert, 
of Reading, and in his faithfulness to duty and his 
outstanding ability in the various capacities which he 
filled, he reflected credit on his name and won count- 
less friends. Mr. Kleinert was a man to whom duty 
was the highest call. He had few interests outside 
of his work and in the daily fulfillment of its re- 
sponsibilities he found his highest privilege and sat- 
isfaction. Generous in spirit, genial in manner, his 
kindly presence the outgrowth of a genuine and 
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sincere friendliness towards his fellow beings, Mr. 
Kleinert’s personality was a rarely lovable one and 
among all with whom he came in contact, was re- 
garded as a cherished and honored friend. He was a 
son of Ernest and Charlotte (Ehler) Kleinert, the 
father a well known business man of Schuylkill 
County and a resident of Mt. Carbon, a suburb of 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania, in that county where he died. 
The family were always members of the Episcopal 
church. 

Harry H. Kleinert was born in Pottsville, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, July 21, 1858. Receiving 
a practical education in the public schools of his native 
town, he early entered the employ of the Philadel- 
phia & Reading Railroad, but at that time was active 
for only a short period with the road. He then 
became identified with the Pottsville “Miner’s 
Journal,” where he served as pressman for a few 
years. He then returned to the employ of the Phi- 
ladelphia & Reading Railroad, and beginning in a 
subordinate capacity he rose to large responsibility. 
He first served as car catcher at the Mahanoy Plant. 
He was later active as passenger brakeman making 
his home for a period at Shamokin, his run at that 
time being between Shamokin and Pottsville, Penn- 
sylvania. Later removing to Williamsport he made 
his home in that city until 1901, serving as baggage 
master and passenger conductor. On November 1, 
1901, Mr. Kleinert came to Reading to accept the 
office of superintendent of car cleaners and he filled 
that responsible position until March 24, 1920. He 
was then appointed station master at the main station 
in Reading and was active thus until his death. Mr. 
Kleinert served this railroad company for more than 
forty-three years in different capacities and his faith- 
fulness to every trust gave him the highest con- 
fidence and esteem of everyone with whom he was 
associated. He rendered the most efficient service and 
at all times met the cares and duties which fell to his 
lot with cheerful spirit of the willing and obliging 
man, always eager to smooth the path ior others and 
glad to do his share. Mr. Kleinert’s death occurred 
on April 23, 1923, at his home in Reading and was 
caused by heart failure. This sudden passing of a 
man whose world was accustomed to looking upon 
him as one of the important cogs in a great machine, 
brought consternation. Other hands took up_ his 
duties, yet it was felt by those who knew him best 
that he could not well be spared from the work he 
had so ably fulfilled. He was interested in various 
branches of fraternal activity, was a member of the 
Railroad Veterans Association, the Knights of Mac- 
cabees, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
which order cared for his remains with the highest 
honors, laying him away in their cemetery in Potts- 
ville. Mr. Kleinert was a Democrat in his political 
affiliations, but always held the welfare aud progress 
of the people as the highest duty and privilege of the 
citizen. He was a consistent member of the Second 
Reformed Church of Reading. 

Harry H. Kleinert married in Pottsville, Lucy A. 
Aregood, daughter of O. J. Aregood, who for many 
years was clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions, in 


Schuylkill County, and was a member of a Promineny 
family. Mrs. Kleinert survives her husband, main. 
taining the home at No. 113 West Greenwich Str; e 
Reading. Their three children are as follows: Peeks 
rude, who died in youth; Charles A., born in Patts. 
ville, August 12, 1886, educated in the public Schoo! 
of Shamokin and Williamsport, and employed 1), 
the Reading Railroad Compaiy in their signal corps 
until his death in November of 1911, buried in tty 
Odd Fellows Cemetery of Pottsville; and S., Maude, 
who resides at home, and is a prominent member, and 
now (1924) president of the Quota Club. Miss Klein- 
ert with her mother, are devoted workers in the 
Second Reformed Church of Reading. 


PAUL AUGUSTUS FLICKINGER—A note- 
worthy figure in the world of finance is Paul Augustus 
Flickinger, who practically throughout his career has 
been active as an executive in leading financial con- 
cerns of the East. Mr. Flickinger is a thoroughgoiny 
business man, alert at all times to the progress of his 
day, and keeps in close touch with financial affairs. 

Martin M. Flickinger, Mr. Flickinger’s father, was 
born at Terre Hill, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
December 9, 1859, and was one of the ten children 
of Christian and Elizabeth (Mengel) Flickinger, of 
that county. Christian Flickinger was a famous stock- 
man of his day, and in the height of the California 
gold fever (1851) went West and accumulated a com- 
fortable fortune. Martin M. Flickinger received his 
education in the public schools of his birthplace, and 
in early life shared the activities of his father in 
handling horses and cattle until entering his own 
business interests at Adamstown, Pennsylvania. He 
was later engaged in business at Denver, Pennsy!- 
vania, and Shillington, also in this State, then in 
1892 became identified with the Reading stockvyards, 
also maintaining an office at Lancaster. He has for 
many years been considered one of the noteworthy 
experts on livestock in Pennsylvania. He is a Re- 
publican by political affiliation, and a leading mem- 
ber of Reading Lodge, No. 115, Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. Martin M. Flickinger mar- 
ried (first), December 18, 1881, Mary Bowers, only 
child of Lewis and Lydia (Oswald) Bowers. Mr. 
and Mrs. Flickinger were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: Alice, wife of E. McLain Watters, of 
Akron, Ohio, assistant manager for a leading Pitts- 
burgh firm in Philadelphia; Florence; William, de- 
ceased; Martin J., who married Helen L. Dudley. 
now assisting his father in Lancaster in the above 
interest; Charles, deceased; Paul A., of whom further: 
Mary Emma; Catherine; and Beulah. Mrs. Flick- 
inger died April 2, 1898, in the thirty-sixth year of 
her age. Mr. Flickinger married (second), Decem- 
ber 30, 1905, Mary Grim. 

Paul Augustus Flickinger was born at Denver, 
Pennsylvania, December 31, 1889. His education was 
begun in the public schools of Reading, and he com- 
pleted his studies at Eastman’s Business College, at 
Poughkeepsie, New York. His early business experi- 
ence was in the employ of J. S. & W. S. Kuhn, Inc. 
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(1909), at their Philadelphia office, where he con- 
tinued until the year 1916. Then forming an affilia- 
tion with the Guaranty Trust Company, of New 
York City, he was active as their Reading representa- 
tive until 1922, In that year Mr. Flickinger formed 
his present connection with the Equitable Trust Com- 
pany, as their manager in the Reading district, and 
his success is a matter of definite achievement. He 
commands the esteem and good-will of all with whom 
he comes in contact, and is counted among the 
thoroughly representative figures of present-day finan- 
cial advance in this part of the State. Mr. Flick- 
inger supports the Republican Party in political 
affairs, but has never taken more than the interest 
of the private citizen in political matters. He is a 
member of the Berkshire Country Club, and attends 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Paul A. Flickinger married Helen (Warfel) Agnew, 
daughter of Andrew J. Warfel, her sons by her 
former marriage being Edward and Richard. Mr. 
Flickinger is the father of three sons: Paul, Brooke, 
and Martin. The Flickinger family reside in Jackson- 
wald, Pennsylvania. 





EDWARD J. FALLER—Prominently identified 
with business affairs in Reading, Edward J. Faller 
is bearing a worthy and progressive part in present 
day advance and in his usefulness, the welfare of the 
people is definitely benefited. As a practical business 
executive, Mr. Faller has won a gratifying measure 
of success and in his present noteworthy position, 
is lending his influence to all forward-looking en- 
deavor. Mr. Faller is a son of John and Magdalene 
(Hornung) Faller, his father associated in the iron 
foundry business in Reading. 

Edward J. Faller was born in Pottsville, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 9, 1888. Receiving a practical education 
in the public schools, he gained a general familiarity 
with his present realm of business activity, and in 
the year 1911, established himself as an independent 
executive at Nos. 1606 and 1608 Cotton Street. The 
growth of the interest was steady and rapid, and not 
many years passed before it became clearly evident 
that it was a permanent enterprise of more than 
passing significance to the people. With continued 
growth and the vital necessity for expansion, more 
suitable quarters were procured in 1923, and the 
business was removed to Nos. 528 and 530 Moss 
Street, Reading. This interest comprises the manu- 
facture of pretzels. At the present time he makes 
a specialty of butter pretzels, for which he has an 
enviably reputation throughout the State. 

In the fraternal advance of the day, Mr. Faller is 
largely prominent, being a member of Court Progress 
No. 116, Fraternal Order of Foresters; Loyal Order 
of Moose; Bonafacius Society; and the Bavairn Soci- 
ety. He is further a member of Reading Lodge, No. 
115, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
the Catholic Literary and Social Union, while his 
religious affiliation is with St. Paul’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Mr. Faller’s first marriage occurred on June 20, 
1911. Mrs. Faller passed away November 9, 1915, 
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and the children of that marriage were: Estella, born 
June 22, 1912; Francis, born August 15, 1913; and 
Leon, born in the year 1914. He married (second), 
June 20, 1918, Ella Marie Flamm, daughter of Wil- 
liam and Anna (Zincraft) Flamm, and they are the 
parents of two sons: Raymond, born September 23, 
1920; and Robert, born September 2, 1922. The 
family residence is at No. 533 North Ninth Street, 
Reading. 

THEODGRE M. DECK—lImportant and varied 
business interests have commanded the attention of 
Theodore M. Deck since his education was completed 
and in his progressive spirit and ever larger prom- 
inence, he exemplifies the worthy attitude of the 
thoroughly representative American citizen. <A resi- 
dent of Reading for many years, Mr. Deck is a son 
of Samuel R. and Emma R. (Lebo) Deck. | The 
father is a well known and highly esteemed farmer 
of Marion Township, still active in his chosen field 
of endeavor. The mother died in September, 1922. 

Theodore M. Deck was born in Stouchsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, July 9, 1882. Receiving his early education 
in the local public schools, he attended Reading High 
School and as a young man, served as clerk in a 
general store. He was active thus until 1906 when 
he established the Eagle Soap Works in West Read- 
ing, and in this line of business activity, has achieved 
marked success. Producing a superior article and 
placing it upon the market through the most ap- 
proved avenues of distribution, Mr. Deck has made a 
definite contribution to the health and well-being of 
the people in this line of production. He is owner of 
considerable property and his activities in the building 
business in West Reading and Wyomissing, give his 
name further importance to the people, and permanent 
significance to the growth and development of the 
city. A Republican by political affiliation, Mr. Deck 
has never thus far sought public honors, but bears a 
worthy part in all community advance. He is frater- 
nally identified with Saint John’s Lodge, No. 435, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior Chapter, Royal 
Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, Knights Temp- 
lar; Rajah Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Sinking Spring Lodge, Knights of the Golden Eagle; 
and Reading Lodge, Knights of Pythias. He is a 
member of the Reading Chamber of Commerce; and 
the Iris Club of Wyomissing. He attends the Luth- 
eran church. 

Theodore M. Deck married at Lebanon, Pennsyi- 
vania, in October of 1906, Elizabeth Spahn, daughter 
of W. H. and Sarah (Phillips) Spahn, and they are 
the parents of four children: 1. Sarah E. 2. John 
P, 3. Richard W. 4. Theodore W. The family 
reside at Wyomissing. 








JEREMIAH HESS BARR—One of the foremost 
citizens of Reading, Pennsylvania, is Jeremiah Hess 
Barr, whose constructive activities have given his 
name wide significance in various fields of endeavor, 
and whose standing in the insurance world is of the 
highest. Mr. Barr is a son of William U. Barr, 
who has for forty-five years, since 1892, been iden- 
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tified with the Philadelphia & Reading Railway at 
their Reading offices. He married Elizabeth Hess, 
daughter of Jeremiah G., and granddaughter of 
Jeremiah Hess. On both paternal and maternal sides 
Mr. Barr inherits strong executive ability from a 
long line of noteworthy ancestors, early German 
settlers of Pennsylvania, established in Lancaster and 
York counties many generations ago. Jeremiah 
George Hess, grandfather of Mr. Hess, was a leading 
citizen of Columbia, in Lancaster County, and became 
one of the foremost iron-masters of his day. He was 
one of the founders of the Susquehanna Iron Com- 
pany, which now comprises a plant of the Reading 
Iron Company. He was also the owner of the Henry 
Clay Furnace, an enterprise which flourished at Mari- 
etta some fifty years ago. 

Jeremiah Hess Barr was born in Columbia, Penn- 
sylvania, January 21, 1876. His carly education was 
received in the local public schools, and his gradua- 
tion from Columbia High School occurred at the age 
of sixteen years. The family then removing to 
Reading, Mr. Barr came to this city at that time 
full of ambition for the future, and shortly secured a 
position in the employ of J. H. Sternbergh & Sons, 
in their sales department. With the absorption of this 
interest by the American Iron and Steel Manufactur- 
ing Company, in 1899, Mr. Barr was transferred to 
the Lebanon offices and he remained with the con- 
solidated interests until the year 1902. From that time 
onward, for a number of years, Mr. Barr was iden- 
tified with the work of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. He was in the State offices at Harris- 
burg for a short time, then became general secretary 
of the Lebanon association, and it was during his 
tenure of this office and under his direction that the 
sum of $70,000 was raised in a campaign of only 
three weeks. This enabled the organization to build 
their present fine structure at the corner of Ninth 
and Willow streets. Active with the Lebanon associ- 
ation until August, 1908, Mr. Barr then resigned 
to form an association with his brother-in-law, Joseph 
W. Essick, in the casualty lines of the Aetna Life 
Insurance Company. He thus became manager of 
the present interest, and these progressive men have 
since represented the above insurance concern in 
Eastern Pennsylvania, with large success. Mr. Barr 
became a member of the firm a year later, and Essick 
& Barr, with offices at No. 539 Court Street, Read- 
ing, have become one of the leading firms of general 
insurance agents and adjusters in this part of the 
State, their activities being wholly in the interest of 
the three Aetna companies. Mr. Barr has won wide 
recognition in insurance fields and is also prominently 
identified with organized advance in Reading. He 
was first vice-president of the Reading Chamber of 
Commerce, from 1919-23, and in 1921 was elected 
president of that body. Always actively interested in 
the Pennsylvania State Insurance Federation, he was 
elected a director soon after its organization and was 
elected president of the Federation in Harrisburg at 
their annual meeting in May, 1922. Mr. Barr’s work 
for the Federation has been eminently constructive, 
and during the period of his term of office their 


activities were materially extended, while their men,- 
bership was trebled. His last official duties had to 
do with the closing of a great convention, held by 
this organization in Reading, in May, 1923. : 

Many positions of public trust have been placed 
in Mr. Barr’s hands, and his ability in the business 
world has prepared him for this wider and more 
far-reaching usefulness. During the World War he 
was a member of Berks County National Defense, 
served as Berks County director of the United States 
Public Service Reserve, which organization secured 
volunteers for special service at home and abroad. 
He was further a director for Berks County, also 
Schuylkill County, in the resources and conservation 
section of the War Industries Board, and in all these 
offices served wholly without compensation. Mr. 
Barr was also chosen on account of his previous 
experience in Young Men’s Christian Association 
work to serve as chairman of the personnel com- 
mittee, which sent abroad seventeen secretaries from 
Berks County, who served with honor and distinction 
with the American Expeditionary Forces. Mr. Barr 
is a director of the Penn National Bank; is first 
vice-president of the Reading Industrial Loan and 
Thrift Company; and fraternally is affiliated with 
Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons: 
also is at this time (1923) Thrice Potent Master of 
Reading Lodge of Perfection. He is a member of 
the Wyomissing and Berkshire Country clubs, and 
a member of the Memorial Church of the Holy 
Cross (Methodist Episcopal), of which he has been 
superintendent of the Sunday school for the past six 
years. 

Mr. Barr married, in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, in 
1906, Mabel Taylor, and they have two children: 
David George, born November 3, 1914; and Elizabeth 
Ann, born January 14, 1920. The Barr family reside 
at their beautiful suburban home at Springment, 
Spring Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. 


CONSTANTINE H. CONTOS—The record of 
Constantine H. Contos is one of high achievement 
in a field exacting at once tireless attention and 
lofty ideals. Coming to America as a young man 
without friends or influence, and rising to his present 
enviable and infiuential position, Mr. Contos has dem- 
onstrated his splendid personal ability, and in his 
progressive management of his present enterprise 
takes leading rank in the advance of the day. As 
proprietor of the Hotel Penn, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, he stands in relation of host to the most 
distinguished and broadly noteworthy guests of the 
city as well as the casual traveler of the day. In 
his personal dignity and gracious sincerity he has 
made this widely famous caravansery one of the most 
popular and attractive of Central Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Contos is a native of Greece, and a son of Hlia and 
Helen (Pappadogianis) Contos, his father a successiul 
and progressive farmer of his native land. 

Constantine H. Contos was born at Naupactos, 
Greece, February 15, 1880. Receiving his early educa- 
tion in the institutions of his mative country, Mr. 
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Contos came to America as a young man and further 
fitted himself for business affairs im American night 
schools. During his early experience in this country 
he engaged in various commercial enterprises, and 
through his constant application to business and his 
commendable thrift he accumulated sufficient funds to 
establish himself in the hotel field. Locating first in 
Nashville, Tennessee, Mr. Contos became proprietor 
of a leading hotel in that city, where he continued 
until the year 1917. He then took over the Hotel 
Penn as proprietor, and from the beginning of his 
adminstration at the head of this hotel his progressive 
attitude was clearly evident. He completely refurn- 
ished and redecorated the house, and every feature of 
the hotel was brought up-to-date in the most thorough 
and comprehensive way, and it is now one of the 
widely patronized and thoroughly delightful stopping 
places between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The 
atmosphere of the house has the homelike quality so 
difacult to find in a hotel of this size and import- 
ance, and Mr. Contos is always accessible to his 
guests, his spirit of hospitality pervading the place. 
He is broadly interested in all that counts for the 
civic welfare and advance, and keeps in touch with 
the progress of the commonwealth and the nation. 
As supporter of all worthy endeavors, as well as in the 
capacity of the far-sighted successful business man, 
Mr. Contos commands the unqualified respect and 
admiration of all with whom he comes in contact, and 
his pleasing manner and cordial personality are the 
expressions of a genuinely worthy and commendable 
spirit. He is a member of the Chambers of Com- 
merce. of the State of Pennsylvania and the city of 
Reading; a member of the Pennsylvania State Hotel 
Men’s Association, also the Hotel Men’s associations 
of both the United States and Canada. His religious 
affiliation is with the Greek Orthodox Church of 
Saint Constantine. 

Constantine H. Contos married, at Reading, on 
October 28, 1920, Dspina G. Hollis, who was born in 
Greece, and a daughter of the late George and Mary 
Hollis. The father died in his native land and was 
buried there, the mother later coming to America 
with her daughter, and passed away in 190k, Mr 
and Mrs. Contos are the parents of one daughter: 
Helen, born in 1923, and the family residence is at 
No. 1247 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading. 

The life-history of Constantine H. Contos furnishes 
a worthy example of the possibilities in American 
environment for any young man of energy and initi- 
ative to achieve success, and while Mr. Contos has 
unquestionably arrived at a high level of personal 
attainment, this is not the most worthy and com- 
mendable feature of his life, for it is in his thorough 
Americanism that the greatest significance of his 
success lies. He is in every respect one of the 
broadly noteworthy, definitely progressive and 
thoroughly estimable citizens of Reading. 





DR. JOHN K. SCHLAYBACH—A prominent fig- 
ure in the new school of healing known as chiro- 
practic, Dr. John K. Schlaybach, of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, has won remarkable success in the short 


period of time in which he has been active. His 
successful treatment of diseases by this thoroughly 
logical and now popular method has already carried 
him to an enviable position, and his future is un- 
questionably one of brilliant achievement. Dr. Schlay- 
bach is a son of Charles S. and Caroline (Lurwick) 
Schlaybach, both now deceased; the father, during his 
lifetime was an insurance executive of Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. John K. Schlaybach was born at Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania, March 13, 1881. Receiving his edu- 
cation in the public schools of Pottsville, it re- 
mained for his mature years to recognize and take 
up the profession in which he would be most useful 
to mankind. For a number of years he was active 
in the brokerage business in Reading and Potts- 
ville, then, in 1921, realizing the possibilities in his 
present field of endeavor and confident of his own 
Gtness for the work, he entered the Palmer School 
of Chiropractic, at Davenport, Iowa, from which he 
was graduated in the class of 1923, with the degree 
of Doctor of Chiropractic. Dr. Schlaybach was presi- 
dent of his class, which was the largest ever gradu- 
ated from this school. Opening offices in Reading, 
September 9, 1923, he has established a reputation 
which reaches far more extensively than ‘would 
naturally be expected in a period of slightly more than 
one year. His successful treatment of various dis- 
eases has spread his fame until now patients come 
to him from distant points, even from New York 
City. Leading men and women of Reading are his 
regular patrons, and his keen insight into the theory 
of the new pathology, together with his judicious 
administration of its laws, have placed him among 
the leaders in this profession. The local and even 
metropolitan press has recognized his ability and 
fame, and the future looks bright before him. Non- 
partisan in political affairs, but interested in all that 
counts for the public advance, Dr. Schlaybach has 
few affiliations outside of his profession, but retains 
his connection with his college fraternities and col- 
lege athletic association. He is a member of the 
Lutheran church, of which he was formerly a deacon. 

Dr. Schlaybach married, at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, June 17, 1915, Bessie E. Beaver, who was at 
that time active as a school teacher, a daughter ot 
John and Andora (Schollenberger) Beaver. Dr. and 
Mrs. Schlaybach have one daughter: Ellen Beaver, 
born July 8, 1916. 
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CORNELIUS BEECHER—A worthy citizen of 
Reading, always bearing a part in progressive en- 
deavors of whatsoever nature, Cornelius Beecher is 
now one of the venerable figures of this city and 
one of the few remaining veterans of the Civil War. 
At eighty years of age however, he is still alert to the 
progress of the times and keenly interested in every 
phase of human endeavor, although since 1920, he 
has been retired from active public affairs. He has 
to his credit a long and useful life, during which he 
has borne a worthy share in current progress. He 
is a son of John Beecher, who died at the age of 
seventy-six years, after an active lifetime in agri- 






































cultural pursuits. His grandfather’ John Beecher, 
Sr., was also a prominent farmer of Bern Town- 
ship and lived to the age of seventy-five years. He 
married —  Brenheiser. John Beecher, Jr., 
married Susan Smith, who lived to the age of eighty- 
one years. 

Cornelius Beecher, son of John, Jr., and “Susan 
(Smith) Beecher, was bérn in Centre Township, 
Berks County, July 11, 1844. Receiving his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Bern Township, he was 
brought upon the farm and as a young man, aided 
his father in the activities on the home place. Mr. 
Beecher then struck out as a farmer in an independent 
way and for ten years was thus active in Bern and 
Spring townships. He was then active along the 
same general line, working by the day, after which 
he came to Shillington and there for five years, was 
road master of the community, serving for one year 
in the same capacity in Cumru Township. Mr. 
Beecher continued to follow work of this general 
nature until 1920, when he retired from activity and 
now resides at No. 44 Miller Street, Shillington. 
Mr. Beecher’s military record begins with his en- 
listment in August of 1862, in Leesport, as a member 
of Company E, 15lst Regiment, Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteer Infantry. He served as a private under Gen- 
eral Hooker in the army of the Potomac, and was 
wounded at the Battle of Gettysburg during the first 
day of the terrific fighting, on that memorable event. 
Mr. Beecher was wounded in the right hip and after 
four weeks in the hospital, returned to his command. 
He saw action in Chancellorsville, and received his 
honorable discharge in August of 1863, at Harrisburg. 
Nevertheless, he re-enlisted, this time joining Com- 
pany E, of the 79th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, in March, 1865, and was sent to South 
Carolina under General Sherman. It was only short- 
ly thereafter that the close of hostilities ended the 
bloody and exhausting war, and Mr. Beecher re- 
ceived his final discharge in September, 1865. Three 
brothers served in the same war, Reuben, Levi, and 
Cornelius, and Reuben met death in action at the 
Battle of Gettysburg. Mr. Beecher for many years 
has been a loyal supporter to the Republican Party 
but has held few affiliations with organized advance. 
He is a member of Emanuel Reformed Church, of 
Shillington. 

Cornelius Beecher married in Reading, on May 
16, 1868, Sarah Noll, daughter of Jacob and Rebecca 
(Keller) Noll, of Muhlenberg and Alsace townships. 
Mr. and Mrs. Beecher are the parents of twelve 
children, of whom eight are now living: 1. Catherine. 
2. George Henry (q.v.). 3. Charles Calvin. 4, Sarah 
Alice, 5: Clara Rebecca, 6. John Jacob. 7. Irvin 
Daniel. 8 Paul William. 





GEORGE HENRY BEECHER—Automobile re- 
pair and various other lines of mechanical activity, 
have for some years engaged the constructive atten- 
tion of George H. Beecher, of Reading, whose success 
has carried him to more than usual prominence and 
whose worthy endeavors are recognized by the people. 
A man of energy and ability, who has always given to 
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his work the element of constructive endeavor, \¢. 
Beecher has won outstanding rank in local advances 
his chosen realm. He is a son of Cornelius Beeekes 
(q.v.), a venerable and honored citizen of Shilti; netor 

George H. Beecher was born in Tulpehocker 
Township, Berks County, May 1, 1873. His educatic: 
was received in the local public schools and as 5 
young man, he learned the trade of machinist in «. 
plant of the Orr & Sembower Company, of Resi. 
ing. Remaining with that concern as an apprentice 
for about three years, he thereafter followed his tra:ic 
as journeyman in the employ of leading concerns ij» 
this section until 1909. Then, foreseeing the ultimat- 
importance of the automobile industry which even «: 
that time had reached very large proportions, ie 
Beecher established his own shop in which he was 
active for about ten years. He then for a time 
conducted a tire store and vulcanizing enterprise 
at No. 228 North Fifth Street. He has since de- 
veloped the. interest to include also every branch 
of automobile repair, further dealing in accessories 
and handling a general automobile business. He is 
now located at No. 319 North Fifth Street and meets 
every demand of the motoring public. He is a Re- 
publican in his political convictions, but never a leader 
in party affairs. Mr. Beecher is a member of the 
Kiwanis Club, and attends the Reformed church. 

George H. Beecher was married in 1894, in Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, to Emily S. Schaeffer, daughter 
of Aaron Schaeffer, of Bern Township, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, the Rev. Mosser performing the cer- 
emony. Mr. and Mrs. Beecher are the parents of 
one son: Luther M., born in the year 1895, now 
active with his father. 


AUGUSTUS C. YEITY—A record of fifty years 
of honorable and useful service with the same in- 
dustrial concern places the name of Augustus C. 
Yeity among those broadly significant to the city 
of Reading. The practical endeavors to which he 
devoted his lifetime had to do with construction 
activities, and the present excellent condition of the 
extensive buildings of the Reading Iron Company 
may be credited to his conscientious and skilliu! 
work. Mr. Yeity was a man who commanded the 
esteem and confidence of all with whom he came 
in contact, and his death removed from the conm- 
munity a figure of definite significance to its progress. 
His long and honorable career was one more record 
of faithful and efficient service in the industrial ad- 
vance of Reading, and in the work that he did his 
name still lives. Mr. Yeity was a native of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and a son of Philip and 
Catharine Yeity. 

Augustus C. Yeity was Bde. in Easton, North 
Hampton County, Pennsylvania, on September 15. 
1848, and died February 7, 1924. His education was 
received in the public schools of his birthplace, and 
his early experience in Reading was in an apprentice- 
ship to the trade of bricklayer, begun in the year 
1871, when he became identified with the Reading 
Iron Company. His first responsibility in fhis con- 


‘nection was the building of brick furnaces for the 
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melting of steel and iron. His work showed such 
excellence, and his deep interest in the welfare and 
progress of the concern was so definitely appreciated 
by the executive personnel, that he was retained with 
the concern permanently and was made foreman or 
superintendent of bricklayers. Thus, from time to 
time, as additional building operations were under- 
taken by this great concern, Mr. Yeity filled in- 
creasingly important responsibilities, and with the 
growth of the plant became one of the noted and 
widely recognized executives in his branch of the 
organization. His eventual record of a full hali- 
century in the same general line of activity reveals 
a consistency of purpose and a loyalty to the progress 
of the concern highly commendable and all too 
rarely seen in this day of feverish and ill-considered 
seeking after change. In all his endeavors Mr. 
Yeity gave to the responsibilities placed in his hands 
the earnest effort which counted for the welfare of 
the organization, and the permanence of the work 
which he did well measures its value. The interests of 
his leisure were those of the man of cultured tastes, 
and his great pleasure in reading led to his extensive 
personal study along many lines of general knowl- 
edge. Fond of the outdoor world and an excellent 
shot, Mr. Ycity became well known in this section 
as a hunter and spent many hours of his leisure in 
the wilds. He retired from all business activity in 
1921, his health definitely breaking, and during the 
few years of semi-invalidism which remained, his 
books and the companionship of an occasional friend 
filled his time. Although he had reached an age when 
the sunset of life is imminent, the people felt a great 
loss in his passing, and his name is spoken with 
reverence for the sincere and worthy life which he 
lived and regret for his death. He left an honored 
name, and in various organizations his work for the 
general good forms a record of high endeavor. He 
was affiliated for many years with the Odd Fellows 
and Mt. Penn Encampment; was a member of the 
Improved Order of Red Men, the Bricklayers’ Union 
and the Haymakers. A man of deep religious prin- 
ciples, he was a member for many years of the 
German Lutheran Church. 

Augustus C. Yeity married, in 1874, Mary E. Hoff- 
man, born March 16, 1854, at Gibraltar, Robinson 
Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, daughter of 
John and Sarah (Wesley) Hoffman, both of Gibral- 
tar, both now long since deceased and interred in 
the cemetery there. John Hoffman was a prominent 
farmer of that community, and the family consisted 
of four children, two sons and two daughters: Joseph- 
ine, wife of William Mullen, of Birdsboro; Daniel, 
now a resident of Chester County, Pennsylvania; 
Howard, a resident of Steubenville, Ohio; and Mary. 
Augustus C. and Mary E. (Hoffman) Yeity became 
the parents of four children: 1. Charles W., employed 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad. He married Mary 
Anna Gress, and they have one son, Augustus 
Martin. 2. Kate, wife of Charles Seltzer, who is with 
the Reading Iron Company. 4. Solomon, employed 
by the Reading Car Shops. He married Hattie 


Touse, now deceased; they were the parents of two 


Ze 


daughters: Mary and Emma. 4. Flora, wife of Wil- 
liam Eddy, of the Philadelphia “Record,” and who 
resides in Philadelphia. 








J. HAIN MENGEL—Real estate advance has 
commanded the attention of J. Hain Mengel of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, throughout his entire career thus 
far, the allied line of insurance also taking a share 
of his ‘time. Mr. Mengel has for many years been 
a member of the firm of Mengel & Mengel, in which 
his associate is his brother, Ralph H. Mengel. The 
Mengel family has been one of importance in Berks 
County for many years, and Mr. Mengel is a grand- 
son of Matthias and Mary Ann (Phipps) Mengel. 
They were the parents of Jonathan P. Mengel, Mr. 
Mengel’s father, who died in 1879, at an early age, 
a career of great promise thereby being closed al 
most at the outset. The mother, Alice (Hain) 
Mengel, is also a member of a prominent family 
of this State. 

J. Hain Mengel was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 28, 1873. Receiving his early education 
in the public schools of his birthplace, Mr. Mengel 
was graduated from the Reading Boys’ High School 
in the class of 1890, and for several years thereafter 
filled positions of increasing responsibility in the 
business world of Reading. On July 1, 1896, the 
firm of Mengel & Mengel was founded, and the 
brothers have since gone forward together with large 
and ever-increasing success. _Mr. Mengel has borne 
a broadly constructive part in the development and 
conduct of this business, and his natural ability, as 
well as wide experience, places him among the lead- 
ing business executives of Reading. He is further 
identified with present-day progress in this city as 
secretary of the New Home Savings and Loan Asso- 
ciation. While he is deeply interested in all that 
makes for current advance, both local and general, 
Mr. Menge! has never taken an active part in polit- 
ical affairs, but fraternally he is largely prominent. 
He is a member of Chandler Lodge, Now 227 ree 
and Accepted Masons; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, 
Royal Arch Masons; Philadelphia Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he holds the thirty- 
second degree; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is further 
a member of Vigilance Lodge, No. 194, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; and Washington Camp, No. 
89, Patriotic Order Sons of America. His religious 
affiliation is with the Second Reformed Church, of 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 





LEVI FOCHT SHANER—An important figure in 
industrial advance in Berks County is Levi Focht 
Shaner, who bears a constructive part in the progress 
of the Reading Iron Company. Trained for his work 
and gifted by nature with those qualities most vitally 
important to work of this kind, Mr. Shaner is demon- 
strating his large ability and is recognized as one 
of the broadly useful and efficient business executives 
of the day. He is a son of Jacob R. and Laura 
(Kline) Shaner, the father a carpenter by occupation 
and for more than forty years an associate and em- 
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ployee of the firm of L. H. Focht & Son, of Birds- 
boro, where the family has long been associated. 
The mother is deceased. 

Levi Focht Shaner was born in Birdsboro, Penn- 
sylvania, November 27, 1886. Upon the completion 
of his grammar school course he attended the local 
high school, then entered the Birdsboro Steel Foundry 
and Machine Company with which concern he was 
active for seventeen years. In 1920, he formed his 
present affiliation with the Reading Iron Company 
and has since been active in this connection as 
estimator. His headquarters are in the Scott Foundry 
of this great plant where his keen preception and 
broad familiarity with his subject count as forces for 
the economic administration and progress of the com- 
pany’s affairs. Mr. Shaner is a resident of Birdsboro 
and as a prominent Republican of that community 
is chairman of the East Ward Republican Committee. 
He is a member of the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer- 
ica, of which he was District President for-six years, 
and is a member of the Knights of Malta of which 
he is a past officer, also the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. He is further a member of the Birdsboro 
Quoiting Club, and attends the Episcopal church. 

Levi Focht Shaner was married in 1910, to Pearl 
Elsie Franciscus, daughter of Pierson L. and Sarah 
(Wonderly) Franciscus, her father now deceased. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shaner are the parents of two daugh- 
ters: Beatrice Agnes, born 1910; and Loretta Kathryn, 
born 1912. 


ARTHUR BONNER—Large responsibilities have 
come to the share of Arthur Bonner in the industrial 
advance of his time and he has been one of the leading 
executives for many years of the Kutztown Foundry 
& Machine Company, rising in the organization from 
a subordinate capacity. His natural ability and for- 
ward-looking spirit, have carried him to his present 
outstanding position and as a leading industrial figure 
in Kutztown, is bearing a worthy and important part 
in present day affairs. Mr. Bonner’s usefulness is a 
matter of general recognition and being still in the 
prime of life, many years of beneficent activity un- 
questionably remain to him. He is a son of James 
and Rebecca (Knight) Bonner, his father a farmer by 
occupation for many years. 

Arthur Bonner was born in Philadelphia, October 
8, 1874. Receiving his early education in private 
schools in and near the city of Philadelphia, Mr. 
Bonner later attended the Abington Boarding School 
at Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. His early business ex- 
perience was in the purchasing department of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad where he accepted a position 
in 1893. About four years later, he came to Kutztown 
and established himself in the industrial world, as 
clerk in the employ of the Kutztown Foundry and 
Machine Company. This was in March, 1897, and 
it might well be said that Mr. Bonner grew up with 
the company. It was at that time an interest of 
inconsiderable importance and with its growth Mr. 
Bonner advanced steadily, after a time receiving his 
appointment as assistant treasurer and eventually be- 


ing elected treasurer. This office he still fills, and in 
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connection with his duties during the earlier years 
of his tenure of this position, he had entire charge 
of the plant, employing up to two hundred and 
fifty hands. Filling this largely important respon- 
sibility until November 1, 1923, a works manager 
was then installed, relieving Mr. Bonner of the 
actual management of the production operations, 
which had developed to such extensive importance 
as to require another head. The business is 
steadily and rapidly growing and is one of those 
concerns which are considered to have a large future 
before them. Mr. Bonner has for some years been 
identified with financial advance, as vice-president and 
director of the Farmers Bank and Trust Company 
of Kutztown, and he is also treasurer and a director 
of the Kutztown Building and Loan Association. He 
is a Republican by political affiliation, a member of the 
Kutztown Chamber of Commerce; and the Kutz- 
town Country Club. His religious affiliation is with 
the Society of Friends. 

Arthur Bonner married in Philadelphia, on October 
18, 1899, Irene Shoemaker, daughter of Linford A. 
and Mary (Harding) Shoemaker, her mother a rela- 
tive of the lamented ex-President Harding. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bonner are the parents of two daughters: Ruth 
Eleanor, born July 13, 1904; and Marion L., born 
October 21, 1907. The family reside at No. 303 
Highland Avenue, Kutztown. 


JACOB BOGOS NAJARIAN—Coming to Amer- 
ica as a young man who had had excellent educational 
advantages in his native Country Armenia, but little 
else upon which to build his success in a strange land, 
Jacob Bogos Najarian has won his way to a broadiy 
noteworthy position, and in his rise to prominence has 
evidenced from every angle the highest type of Amer- 
can citizenship. Mr. Najarian is a son of Bogos and 
Martha (Savakjian) Najarian. His father was a 
prominent carpenter and contractor of Kessab, Syria, 
which community he served as burgess for upwards 
of fifteen years. Both he and his wife were killed 
by the Turks in the World War. The family was 
one of prominence and importance in that section of 
the Near East. 

Jacob Bogos Najarian was born in Kessab, Syria, 
near the ancient city of Antioch on February 1, 1891. 
Following his elementary studies, he attended the local 
high school in his birthplace, then entered the Amer- 
ican College, Central Turkey, at Aintab, Asia Minor. 
Coming to America, and landing on this side No- 
vember 2, 1909, Mr. Najarian established himself in 
Beaver County, Pennsylvania, and the better to grasp 
such opportunities as he might discover, he took a 
course at a commercial college of high standing. 
Variously active until coming to Reading in 1916, 
Mr. Najarian established his present interests in 
March of that year. This business is along the line 
of cleaning and dyeing, and is known as the Model 
Cleaning and Dyeing Company. Keeping in close 
touch with the general advance in his field, Mr. 
Najarian improved and developed the enterprise in 
every possible manner and now has ohe of the best 
equipped and most thoroughly up-to-date establish- 
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ments of this kind in the State of Pennsylvania. The 
work turned out under this firm name is of the highest 
excellence, and Mr. Najarian has gained an enviable 
reputation for thorough reliability in every, phase of 
his activity. He is a stockholder in the Northeastern 
Trust Company, and is interested in every phase of 
local progress. 

A Republican by political affiliation, Mr. Najarian 
has never thus far accepted public responsibilities, but 
during the World.War served for two years in the 
United States Regular Army. During that period he 
was for a time in the 329th Infantry, replaced with 
the 26th Division, and he saw active service at 
Chateau-Thierry, France. Fraternally, Mr. Najarian 
is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, hav- 
ing attained the thirty-second degree; and 1S) alsora 
member of the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and the Knights of Pythias. His clubs are the Rotary 
and Temple, and he is a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Pennsylvania State Chamber of Com- 
merce, National Cleaners’ and Dyers’ Association, 
Eastern State Master Cleaners’ and Dyers’ Associa- 
tion, and the Pennsylvania State Cleaners’ and Dyers’ 
Association, of which latter he is secretary. Mr. 
Najarian is single, and his religious faith is that 
of the Presbyterian church. 





FRANK SNYDER MICKLEY—In _ theatrical 
affairs in Berks County, Pennsylvania, the name of 
Frank Snyder Mickley is one of foremost importance, 
for in Mr. Mickley’s management of the Rajah The- 
atre, of Reading, the people are realizing large benefit. 
His outstanding business ability combines with a 
lofty idealism to give to the people the best that can 
be found in present-day attractions, and his ceaseless 
vigilance in all the various phases of maintenance 
which affect the comfort and safety of the patrons 
of the theatre give him the highest appreciation and 
confidence of the people. Mr. Mickley is a member 
of a family long active in commercial and professional 
advance in America, and is a son of O. H. and 
Margaret (Snyder) Mickley, his father a department 
manager in the Wanamaker Store in New York City; 
he was a son of Oliver Mickley, who was a son of 
John Jacob Mickley, who had the distinction of bring- 
ing the Liberty Bell from Philadelphia to Allentown, 
where it was hid in the basement of Zion Reformed 
Church, when the British occupied Philadelphia in 
the Revolutionary War. 

Frank Snyder Mickley was born in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, July 30, 1890. His early education was 
received in the public schools, and he was graduated 
from the Allentown High School in the class of 1907. 
Later entering Lehigh University, he was graduated 
from that institution in the class of 1912. Theatrical 
matters have engaged Mr. Mickley’s attention since 
the completion of his studies and he was first iden- 
tified as associate manager of the Globe Theatre, of 
Bethlehem. He was then made manager of the Grand 
Opera House, also of Bethlehem, after which he was 
placed in charge of the interests of the Harris Com- 


pany, of Pittsburgh. His next step was to his present- 
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position as manager of the Rajah Theatre, and he 
now holds leading rank in theatrical advance in 
Central Pennsylvania. He has few interests except 
those of his work, spending his leisure in golf and 
tennis. He is affiliated with the Alpha Tau Omega 
Fraternity, is a well known member of the Wyomis- 
sing Club, of Reading, and attends the Episcopal 
church. 

Frank Snyder Mickley married, on September 3, 
1913, at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, Marie Garwood, . 
daughter of E. M. and Katherine Garwood, and they 
are the parents of two children: Margaret Katherine, 
born September 7, 1914; and William Garwood, born 
February 27, 1918. 





WILLIAM JOSEPH GANTER—-The life-history 
of William Joseph Ganter, of Reading, is one of 
interest, for his activities have taken him to distant 
points and have linked his name with important 
enterprises. The Ganter family is one of prominence 
in this section, and Philip Ganter, Mr. Ganter’s great- 
grandfather, was the pioneer of the family in America. 

Philip Ganter was born in Thannheim, Baden, 
Germany, and was one of the thousands of progressive 
men of his day who cut loose from the traditions of 
the Fatherland about the middle of the nineteenth 
century when oppression and tyranny had made con- 
ditions unbearable. Philip Ganter married in Germ- 
any, Mary Fahrenbach, who was also a native of 
Thannheim, and their children were all born in the 
old country. Bringing his entire family with him 
to America, Philip Ganter settled in Pennsylvania, and 
the community which still bears the name of Rick- 
town, was for many years equally well known as 
Gantertown on account of the prominence of this 
family. 

Joseph A. Ganter, second child and second son of 
Philip Ganter, was born in Thannheim, Germany, 
and first settled in Marietta, Pennsylvania, as he 
came to America. He was early active in the iron 
industry, but later, on account of failing health, enter- 
ed real estate affairs, and through judicious invest- 
ments of his savings became largely prosperous. He 
also conducted a hotel for a nummber of years, and 
was the proprietor of the Hamilton House in Read- 
ing until his retirement. Devoted to his family, he 
gave his children excellent educational opportunities 
and a comfortable start in life. He married Theresa 
Bucher, in Germany, and they were the parents of 
nine children, six sons and three daughters. 

Franklin Ganter, fourth child and third son of 
Joseph A. and Theresa (Bucher) Ganter, was born 
in Berks County, and was for many years active in 
Reading as a manufacturer of cigars. He received 
his son, Raymond C. Ganter, in the business with 
him, and late in life turned over the responsibilities 
of the business largely to the younger man. Mr. 
Ganter was a man of large ability and a citizen of 
note, both in his private interests and in the progress 
of the community. He was a pioneer in the cigar 
manufacturing activities in Berks County. Franklin 
Ganter married Mary Waldman, and they were the 
parents of six children. The mother is deceased. 
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William Joseph Ganter, son of Franklin and Mary 
(Waldman) Ganter, was born in Reading, July 25, 
1885. Receiving his education in the parochial schools 
of this city, he gained a practical preparation for his 
career and entered the business world ‘as a young 
man, following various lines of endeavor. In 1911 
he entered the employ of the United States Govern- 
ment as a civilian, and was for somewhat more than 
eight years active in the Panama Canal Zone. He 
has since conducted a gasoline filling station at No. 
359 Bingaman Street. With an excellent location, 
Mr. Ganter, by his tireless endeavors and large natural 
ability, has developed an important and ever growing 
interest. His pleasing personality and obliging spirit 
make him popular with the motoring public, and his 
success is unquestionably increasing with the passing 
of the years. Mr. Ganter is a prominent member of 
the Knights of Columbus, and St. Boniface Society; 
is identified with St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, 
and the various organized endeavors of the church 
feel the influence of his progressive attitude and sup- 
port. He is a member of the Liberty Fire Company; 
also of the German Beneficial Union. 

William Joseph Ganter married, on May 5, 1909, 
Margaret Hess, daughter of Ambrose and Alice 
(Lebo) Hess, both residents of Reading. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ganter have one son, Donald Joseph, who was 
born in the Panama Canal Zone, and has the distinc- 
tion of being the smallest baby ever born. He 
weighed two pounds and seven ounces at birth, and 
on account of this unusual weight, seventeen doctors 
at different times held consultations regarding his 
condition. He has always been in excellent health, 
however, and his development has been remarkable, 
for he has grown to be a sturdy, normal lad, now 
(1924) at the age of seven years a thoroughly rep- 
resentative American boy of the correct weight for 
his age, and possessing interest in every sport and 
pursuit common to boys. 





R. RAY HELMS—In insurance circles in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, R. Ray Helms holds a leading position, 
representing some of the most famous old-line com- 
panies in this field of economics. Mr. Helms is a 
man of practical ability and wide experience, and 
in his present success his activities are bearing con- 
structive influence in present-day advance in Berks 
County. Mr. Helms comes of a family long prom- 
inent in this State and county, and is a son of 
Samuel M. and Laura B. (Stees) Helms, his father 
prominent in insurance activities for many years. 
For several generations the family has been identified 
with professional and commercial progress in this 
part of the State of Pennsylvania. 

R. Ray Helms was born at Pine Grove, Schuytkill 
County, Pennsylvania, May 7, 1881. His education 
was begun in the public schools of Reading, to which 
city the family removed in his childhood, and he was 
graduated from the Boys’ High School of Reading, 
in the class of 1899. Interesting himself at once in 
insurance advance, Mr. Helms gained a thorough 
familiarity with conditions and affairs in this gen-_ 
eral field of endeavor and has devoted his entire 
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active career to insurance. He has now, for Many 
years, represented the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society, of New York, and the Aetna Life Insurance 
Company, of Hartford, in the Reading District. His 
position as the executive of these concerns in their 
principal office, Berks County, places him among 
the really noteworthy men. of the day in financial 
and economic circles. 

Mr. Helms is a Republican by political affiliation, 
but never interested in public affairs, except as a 
progressive citizen. Fraternally he is identified with, 
St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch 
Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 42, Knights 
Templar; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Camp No. 560, 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. He is a member of 
the Wyomissing Club, of Reading; the Masonic 
Temple Club, Penn Wheelmen Club, and the Penn 
Country Club. His religious affiliation is with Christ 
Episcopal Church. 

R. Ray Helms married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
June 29, 1904, Florence L. Adams, daughter of E. 
Ralph and Loretta L. (Long) Adams, her father 
now deceased. 


JOHN G. NIETHAMMER—As citizen, manu- 
facturer, sportsman, and chief of the local fire de- 
partment, John G. Niethammer, of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, is widely known and as widely popular. 
His marked success in his various business enterprises 
carried him many years ago to a position of large 
influence, and he is still active in various branches 
ef present-day advance, although he has gained a 
position of affluence, and might well devote his time 
and attention to the interests of leisure. Mr. Nietham- 
mer is a son of John G. and Mary (Gissler) Nietham- 
mer, his father for thirty-five years prominent in the 
hotel business in Reading, but now deceased. 

John G. Niethammer was born in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, October 10, 1862. Receiving his early edu- 
cation in the local public schools, he later attended 
the E. E. Post Commercial College, from which he 
was graduated in the class of 1877. With this 
thoroughly comprehensive and practical preparation 
for his life-work, Mr. Niethammer. entered the busi- 
ness world in the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
where he had charge of the office of Casper Kohler, 
of that city, for about one year. Upon his return to 
Reading, Mr. Niethammer became identified with his 
father in the hotel business, serving first in the 
capacity of clerk and later assuming considerable 
responsibility. At the age of twenty-three years he 
established Niethammer’s Café, at Nos. 13-15 North 
Ikighth Street, and from that time forward, for some 
nineteen years, was largely prominent in the hotel 
and restaurant business. Then selling his interests 
to a Mr. Harner, Mr. Niethammer began the manu- 
facture of cigars, opening his plant on March 21, 
1904, in the old Rainbow Firehouse, which is located 
at No. 23 North Eighth Street. His partners were 





Charles E. and Hiester C. Nagle, and these three 
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progressive men developed a largely important cigar 
industry. . During the early years of the enterprise 
the firm name was known as the N. & N. Cigar 
Company, then, on January 1, 1909, Mr. Niethammer 
bought the entire interest of both partners and has 
since been sole owner. The policy of the plant is to 


‘limit production to a certain output of the very highest 


quality, and twenty-five skilled workmen are em- 
ployed. - The brands manufactured include the 
“Triple N,” the “Jerry Murphy,” the “Honor Bound,” 
the “Major N,” the “N. B.,” the “J. G. N.,” and the 
“Hoya-Uneva.” They meet a heavy local demand, 
but also supply a very extensive out-of-town trade. 
In addition to his manufacturing activities Mr. 
Niethammer maintains a retail cigar store, located 
at No. 17 North Eighth Street, and in the same 
building conducts bowling alleys, pool and billiard 
rooms. This building is one which he erected in 
April, 1904, and it is a substantial four-story structure. 

Mr. Niethammer’s business success has carried him 
to an enviable position in the community, and he has 
now, for many years, been identified with the local 
fire department. He became a member of this organ- 
ization in 1883, served ten years on the hose board, 
a similar period on the firemen’s board and a further 
period of the same length on the engineer’s board. 
He also served for two years as trustee, and for 
thirty-two years continuously he has filled the office 
of treasurer. This record places him among the 
leading fire executives of the State, and he was elected 
chief engineer of the fire department of Reading 
in 1915, taking up the duties of this office in January 
of the following year. Subsequent re-elections in 
1919 and 1923 have returned him to the duties of 
this office and given him large importance in the 
local city government. Mr. Niethammer is a member 
of the Firemen’s Relief Association, which he has 


served as president for two years; is one of the’ 


organizers of Reading Veteran Firemen’s Association, 
and is one of the organizers also president of the 
Road Driver’s Association, one of the first organ- 
izations to promote good roads. He is further a 
member of the International Fire Chiefs of United 
States, the Pennsylvania State Firemen’s Association, 
the Keystone Fire Chiefs of Pennsylvania, Berks 
County Firemen’s Association, also the Reading Vet- 
eran Volunteer’s Association, and the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association of Reading; and treasurer of the 
Rainbow Steam Engine Company, No. 1, for thirty- 
three years. .Mr. Niethammer is the author of the 
chapter in this work which gives the history of the 
Reading Fire Department. He is fraternally affil- 
iated as a charter member of the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle; is a charter member of the Loyal 
Order of Moose; also of the Order of Orioles; a 
member of Reading Aerie, Fraternal Order of Eagles; 
Ogalala Lodge, No. 186, Improved Order of Red 
Men; Heptasoph Lodge, Reading Conclave, B. 67; 
and the Progressive Americans. Mr. Niethammer’s 
religious connection is with the Grace Lutheran 
Church. 


Mr. Niethammer married, at Reading, Pennsyl- 


vania, April 16, 1885, Eleonora Loewen, daughter of 
Orlando Snyder Loewen and his wife, Rebecca 
(Withers) Loewen. The Loewen family is a dis- 
tinguished one in Berks County, having been estab- 
lished for many years in Oley Township. Through 
a collateral line Mrs. Niethammer is a great-great- 
granddaughter of General Daniel Udree, of Revolu- 
tionary fame, a loyal and distinguished patriot. 





FRANK A. TYSON—In the world of mechanics 
the name of Frank A. Tyson won more than passing 
significance during the long period of his activity in 
the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad 
Company and in his later years, when he was active 
as a producer of machinery, he became ever more 
widely known and more definitely useful to the in- 
dustrial progress of his time. Mr. Tyson was one of 
those men who forget the problems and perplexities 
of life in the pleasure of their work and his mechan- 
ical genius made him very valuable to his early 
employers and to the hat trade, for which he later 
manufactured machinery and equipment. As a man 
and a citizen, as well as in his capacity as an in- 
dustrial executive, Mr. Tyson was above reproach. 
His deep interest in public affairs brought his name 
into more or less prominence in the community, but 
he was equally enthusiastic in public endeavor, 
whether serving as an official or as a worker in the 
ranks of progress. Of generous spirit and always 
forward looking attitude, tireless in his worthy en- 
deavors and in all his activities constructive, Mr. 
Tyson was thoroughly representative of the highest 
type of American citizenship and his record is a 
credit and honor to Reading, the city of his life- 
long residence. 

John W. Tyson, Mr. Tyson’s grandfather, was born 
in Philadelphia, in 1801, and came to the city of 
Reading as a young man. Here he followed the 
tanner’s trade, but in later life was employed as a 
gauger. Prominent in local affairs, he was a lead- 
ing Democrat of his day, was first town clerk of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, and at one time served as 
county recorder, He was one of the early members 
of the Universalist Church in this section and a man 
of broadly liberal views.. John W. Tyson married 
Mary Fasick and they were the parents of a large 
family of children. 

John J. Tyson, a son of these parents was born 
in Reading, August 21, 1830, and received his edu- 
cation in the local common schools. As a young man 
he learned the trade of painter, serving an apprentice- 
ship of three years, then for a considerable time, 
worked at his trade in the employ of Samuel Hollen- 
beck. Mr. Hollenbeck was at that time a leading 
painter of Reading and Mr. Tyson became his fore- 
man, filling that position for a number of years. 
He later acted as bookkeeper for Tobias Barto, a 
wholesale liquor dealer of Reading and after his re- 
tirement from active life, still made his home in 
Reading, where he died. John J. Tyson married 
Alice Eichorn, daughter of John Eichorn, of this 
city, and they were the parents of five children: Emma, 
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wife of David S. Boones, of Denver, Colorada; Ella, 
who married J. Wesley Cleaver, of Reading; Clara, 
who married George Riggs, of Philadelphia; Frank 
A., of further mention; and George, superintendent 
of the Reading Hardware Works. 

Frank A. Tyson was born in Reading, March 19, 
1859. His education was gained in the local schools 
and he grew to manhood in his native place, as a 
youth mastering the painter’s trade. Serving an 
apprenticeship with the Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road Company, he followed this trade for three years 
in their employ, then turned to the machinist’s trade, 
which he learned with the same concern. For a year 
Mr. Tyson was active in the employ of Douglas & 
Connrid at their machine and brass foundry, but after 
that experience returned to the Philadelphia & Read- 
ing Railroad Company, where he was made foreman 
of the tool room. There he was active for five years, 
then was appointed assistant to H. C. Schrader, who 
at that time was in charge of the machinery depart- 
ment. Following Mr. Schrader’s death, Mr. Tyson 
was promoted to the same position, which he filled 
acceptably and faithfully for a number of years. For 
about six years, also, Mr. Tyson was identified with 
the Metropolitan Engine Company, of Reading in the 
capacity of mechanical engineer and this breadth of 
experience he found of the greatest value to him in 
his later individual activities. Following this he 
established himself in a new enterprise, in partner- 
ship with George Knout, under the firm name of 
Tyson & Knout. These progressive men took up the 
manufacture of hat machinery, which forms a vital 
part in the industrial activities of Berks County, 
providing for the needs of the many hat manufacturers 
of this section. With plant at No. 221 South Ninth 
Street, they were active for about two years, when 
Mr. Tyson’s failing health made it impossible for 
him to continue active longer in any line of industrial 
interest. His health continued to fail definitely and 
on April 14, 1918, the close of his honored and use- 
ful life saddened the entire city. 

A Democrat of independent convictions and fearless 
in the advocacy of Democratic principles, Mr. Tyson 
was for many years a strong influence in and for 
the party. In 1887, he was elected to the City 
Council, from the Second Ward and upon the expira- 
tion of his first term, was re-elected for a second. 
In 1891, he was appointed to the Board of Water 
Commissioners to fill out the unexpired term of Jacob 
Hall. In 1893, he was elected to the full term of 
four years and in 1897, was made president of the 
Board of Water Commissioners. From time to time 
he was given other public responsibilities which he 
filled until death overtook him. In every phase of 
community advance, Mr. Tyson lent his influence to 
the support of worthy endeavor and spared no trouble 
or pains, that he might contribute to the general well- 


‘being. Fraternally, he was affiliated with St. John’s 


Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons, Excelsior 
Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons, of which he 
was Past Master, Reading Commandery, No. 42, 
Knights Templar, Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Lodge No. 32, 
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Ancient Order of Good Fellows, Vigilance Lodge, 
No. 194, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Wash- 
ington Camp, No. 61, Patriotic Order, Sons of Amer- 
ica, having joined that order when eighteen years 
of age, also Lexington Commandery, No. 2, of the 
samme order. His religious affiliation was with the 
Episcopal church. 

Frank A. Tyson married Laura J. Dougherty, of 
Reading, daughter of Captain William and. Susan 
(Hafer) Dougherty. Mr. and Mrs. Tyson were the 
parents of two children: John Dougherty; and Mary. 
John Dougherty Tyson is a graduate of Penn State 
College and is an expert meteorologist, being with the 
Standard Steel Works in Lewistown, Pennsylvania, 
and who married Ruth Meok, of Centre County, 
Pennsylvania. 





JAMES E. KELLY—lIn theatrical circles in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, James E. Kelly is a leading 
figure, as manager of the Orpheum Theatre, of Read- 
ing, and in his keen appreciation of the tastes and 
ideals of the people in histrionic art he has achieved 
large and noteworthy success. Mr. Kelly’s personal 
attitude toward life and its responsibilities gives him 
always and at all times an alert attention to every 
phase of present-day progress, which is relevant to 
his work, and he stands among the thoroughly rep- 
resentative figures in his profession. Myr. Kelly is 
a son of George H. and Effie M. Kelly, the father 
now deceased, and interred in Brooklyn, New York. 
The mother still survives, and is a resident of Brook- 
Ivn, New York. 

James E. Kelly was born in Brooklyn, New York, 
January 7, 1892. His education was begun in the 
elementary schools, and he later attended New York 
Military Academy, at Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, then 
attended the California School of Mechanical Arts, 
at San Francisco, also the University of California, 
at Berkley, California. His studies were completed, 
however, at Rutgers College, and his early business 
activity was in connection with the work of the 
Associated Press. In 1919 Mr. Kelly located per- 
manently in Reading and has since been active as 
manager of the Orpheum Theatre to the eminent 
satisfaction of the play-going public. With high ideals 
of art, and his finger ever on the pulse of the public, 
he is carrying the interests of this theatre to ever 
larger success, and is considered one of the broadly 
noteworthy young men of the day in Reading. Mr. 
Kelly was active in military affairs from 1914 until 
the summer of 1919, his eagerness to participate in 
the progress of the World War leading him to en- 
list in the Canadian Army in 1914. He remained 
with the Canadian troops for two years, then, in 1916, 
returned to America to enlist in the United States 
Army, in which he was active until his honorable 
discharge from service in June, 1919. Mr. Kelly 
has few affiliations except of a business nature, but 
is a member of the Lions Club, and finds his chief 
reaction in golf. He is one of the well known and 
universally popular young men of Reading. 

James FE. Kelly married, at Reading, on September 
21, 1920, Leona Miller, daughter of Harry T. and 
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Lillie (Werner) Miller, of Reading. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelly are the parents of one son, George E., born 
April 1, 1922. 


WILLIAM ADDAMS RUNKLE—A venerable 
and distinguished figure of Reading passed from hu- 
-man ken in the year 1914 and while a full decade 
has gone by, and more, his memory is still cherished 
among countless friends in this city and its environs 
while the inspiration of his life work lives as a lesson 
to those who follow after. Throughout all his long 
and useful career, Mr. Runkle gave to his work the 
tireless industry and faithful attention which count 
for noteworthy achievement in any realm of advance. 
Devoting his energies to business affairs and serving 
a single concern for many years, Mr. Runkle made 
a record of useful, consistent, and commendable effort 
which may well stand as a pattern for the younger 
generation of today. His attitude toward all pro- 
gressive endeavors of whatsoever nature, gave his in- 
fluence for good, wide and constructive significance, 
while in his individual interests of social or other 
nature, he commanded the esteem and admiration of 
all for his worthy qualities and gave to life and its 
many responsibilities a devoted and generous spirit. 
Mr. Runkle was a son of John and Angelica 
(Addams) Runkle, for many years residents of Read- 
ing, in a time now long gone by. 

William Addams Runkle was born at Bernville, 
Berks County, Peunsylvania, February 21, 1844. Re- 
ceiving his education in the public schools of his 
native village, he later attended the Pennsylvania 
State College, then going to Philadelphia, learned the 
drug business. Establishing himself in Reading as 
a young man, he accepted a position with the water 
department of this city and was active in that con- 
nection for some years, when he was appointed city 
solicitor. At that time the municipal administration 
had not yet formed the precedent of employing a 
lawyer for this position and Mr. Runkle’s practical 
ability and sound common sense formed his equip- 
ment for its duties. Resigning in 1882, Mr. Runkle 
accepted an offer of the Standard Oil Company as 
salesman and from that time until his death was 
connected with this concern in the same capacity, 
traveling from the Reading office. Thus it was over 
a period of thirty-two years that Mr. Runkle served 
the nationally important concern mentioned and dur- 
ing this entire time he was a resident of Reading. 

Mr. Runkle was a veteran of the Civil War, having 
served for a year and a half as a member of Com- 
pany E, 13ist Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry. He always felt a deep interest in military 
affairs. Fraternally, he was affiliated with the Free 
and Accepted Masons; also the Knights Templar. 
A Republican by political faith, he served the party 
as a worker from time to time, but never accepted 
public responsibility of any nature. His religious 
connection was with the Reformed church and he 
was a generous supporter of its activities. 

William Addams Runkle married Emma R. Smith, 
who was born in Reading, and still survives him. 
She is a daughter of Levi and Henrietta R. (Soder) 
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Smith. Of the four children of these parents, three 
died in infancy. 

Burton Smith Runkle, the youngest, was born in 
Reading, February 26, 1877. He received his ed- 
ucation in the local public and high schools and for 
some years conducted a confectionery store on Wash- 
ington Street. His early death, in the year 1915, 
was a great sorrow to his many friends and removed 
from the progress of the city a thoroughly progressive 
and outstanding man of the day when in the very 
prime of his life. Burton Smith Runkle married 
Emily Wanner, daughter of Oscar Wanner, and their 
only child, William Addams, second, is now a student 
at Columbia University in New York City. 

CLARENCE GERHARD LOOSE—In a modern 
line of commercial and industrial advance, Clarence 
Gerhard Loose, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is win- 
ning large success, and his usefuiness is recognized by 
the people. Automobile interests engage his atten- 
tion and as manager and owner of the Eureka Garage 
he holds leading rank in this branch of motor car 
activity. Mr. Loose is a practical executive and 
highly skilled mechanic, having prepared for his field 
of endeavor by special training. Interested in all 
that pertains to present-day affairs and lending his 
influence to every phase of progress, Mr. Loose is a 
thoroughly representative figure in local affairs and 
commands the esteem and confidence of all. He is 
a son of Franklin and Keturah (Gerhard) Loose, his 
father active as a salesman throughout a long and 
honored career. 

Clarence Gerhard Loose was born in Reading, 
September 9, 1888. His education was begun in the 
local public schools, and from childhood his deep 
interest in mechanics was the controlling force in his 
progress. His ambition to enter automobile activ- 
ities was definite, and he went to New York City, 
where he attended an automobile school and gained 
a comprehensive preparation for his life-work. His 
early experience, gained in the employ of others, was 
added training, and with this excellent preparation 
Mr. Loose established his own garage at Nos. 1038- 
1040 Court Street, Reading. His venture was success- 
ful from the beginning and has extended in im- 
portance until now he is considered one of the fore- 
most men in his chosen field in this city. Mr. Loose 
is a stockholder in the Pennsylvania Trust Company, 
but has few interests not more or less closely con- 
nected with his work. He is, however, well known 
in fraternal circles, being a member of the Masonic 
Order, including all bodies of the Scottish Rite, and 
is a charter member of Reading Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he holds the thirty- 
second degree. He is a member of the Improved 
Order of Red Men and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. His religious affiliation is with the Re- 
formed church. 

Clarence Gerhard Loose married, February 17, 1917, 
at Media, Pennsylvania, Kate Snyder DeTurck, 
daughter of Isaac Dick and Mary Olivia DeTurck. 
Mr. and Mrs. Loose are the parents of two children: 
1. David Franklin, born December 11, 1917, died 
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February 19, 1921. 2. Frederick DeTurck, born Octo- 
ber 13, 1922. The family residence is at No. 931 
Spruce Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 
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CHARLES J. HESS—In the silk industry the 
name of Charles J. Hess has won marked importance 
within recent years, and, as a leading industrial ex- 
ecutive in this-realm, Mr. Hess holds foremost rank 
in the progress of Shillington. He has given his 
most earnest endeavors to the development of this 
industry, and, as a leading citizen of this community 
as well, he is recognized for his worth and outstand- 
ing ability. For twenty years Mr. Hess was active 
in the employ of other concerns, but since 1919 he 
has been a leading executive of the present interest, 
which is known under the title of the Fairy Silk Mills. 
Mr. Hess is a son of Frank I. and Florinda (Knittle) 
Hess, his father active as a business man in Ham- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

Charles J. Hess was born in Hamburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 16, 1886. Receiving his early educa- 
tion in the public schools, he spent two years in high 
school and meanwhile began his activities in the 
business world. He was first identified with the Ham- 
burg Silk Mills, as floor boy, for a period of about 
four years. Then coming to Reading, he became 
identified with E. Richard Meinig, as assistant fore- 
man, in his silk plant, and continued in that con- 
nection for about six years. Next going over to the 
Vanity Fair Silk Mills, he filled a similiar position 
in that plant, and a few years later was advanced to 
mill superintendent. His stay with the Vanity Fair 
interests covered a period of about ten years and Mr. 
Hess won marked prominence in the trade during that 
period. Establishing himself in business thereafter, 
in association with a group of progressive Reading 
manufacturers, Mr. Hess has since been active as 
vice-president, treasurer and general manager of the 
Fairy Silk Mills, of Shillington. This plant is one 
of large importance, and in its growth and develop- 
ment Mr. Hess has borne a leading part. His prac- 
tical experience and excellent judgment have been 
vital factors in the present importance of the con- 
cern, and he is recognized in business circles in this 
section as a talented executive. He is affiliated with 
the local Chamber of Commerce, the Patriotic Order 
Sons of America, and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. His religious affiliation is with St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, of Shillington. 

‘Charles J. Hess married in 1906, Ida M. Reber, 
daughter of Moses and Annie Reber. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hess are the parents of one child: Anna F., born 
May 26, 1907. The family residence is at No. 12 
Lancaster Avenue, Shillington, Pennsylvania. 





RAYMOND KERLING MARTIN—In the dis- 
tribution of automobile parts, Raymond Kerling 
Martin, of Reading, is taking a prominent and im- 
portant place, for his enterprise has developed to 
leading rank in this field, although he has been in- 
dependently active for only a comparatively short 
period. Mr. Martin is a veteran of the World War, 
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and prominent in fraternal circles; indeed, he is con- 
sidered a thoroughly representative figure in present 
day advance in this section. He is a son of William 
K. and Sarah A. (Bossler) Martin, and his father who 
was employed at Temple Furnace died at the age 
of thirty-six vears. 

Raymond Kerling Martin was born in Temple, 
Ontelaunee Township, Berks County, June 1, 1892. 
Receiving a practical education in the local public 
schools, he came to Reading at the age of thirteen 
years and entered the employ of the Reading Eagle 
where he was active for about one year. Then 
identifying himself with the Curtis and Jones factory 
he remained for ‘nine years in the capacity of leather 
inspector, and in October, 1915, he became a com- 
mercial buyer for the Reading trade. In 1923, Mr. 
Martin established his present business at No. 611 
Franklin Street, Reading, under the title of Reading 
Auto Parts Station. Going forward in an independ- 
ent way and applying to his business the most 
thoroughly practical and progressive principles of 
commercial procedure, he has attained a secure foot- 
ing in his realm and is going ever forward to larger 
success. A Republican by political affiliation, Mr. 
Martin’s only public service has been of a military 
nature. He enlisted for the World War, June 24, 
1917, and was assigned to the medical corps in which 
he served for seven months. He was stationed at 
Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, for two weeks, and was 
transferred to Camp Lee, Virginia, and remained 
until after the close of hostilities. , 

Fraternally, Mr. Martin is affiliated with Chandler 
Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
other bodies of the Scottish Rite, up to and includ- 
ing, Reading Consistory, in which he holds the 
thirty-second degree. He is also a member of Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; 
the Patriotic Order Sons of America; the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows; and the Ancient and 
Illustrious Order of the Knights of Malta. He is 
also a member of Travelers Protective Association, 
the Temple Club, and the Automobile Club, and 
attends the Hope Lutheran Church. 

Raymond Kerling Martin married on June 25, 1913, 
Brigitta A. Gotberg. 





CHARLES E. GREENAWALT—In a vital and 
far reaching branch of professional endeavor, Charles 
E. Greenawalt, of Reading, holds a prominent position 
in Berks County, and in the faithful discharge of 
his duties is meeting the needs of the people at a 
time when their lives are overcast with sorrow. It 
is in the realm of the undertaker and funeral director 
that Mr. Greenawalt has won his present prominence 
and although for only about seven years active in 
Reading, has been identified with this profession 
from the completion of his education. Broadly 
familiar with every phase of his work and deeply 
appreciative of its ethical significance, Mr. Green- 
awalt commands the patronage of the leading families 
in this section and is considered one of the foremost 
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men of this group in this county. He is a son of 
Charles S. and Carolina (Zweizig) Greenawalt, his 
father for many years a resident of Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, and an undertaker of Steinsville, in that 
county. The father died February 18, 1923, after 
a long and useful life, 

Charles E. Greenawalt was born in Steinsville, 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, November 20, 1875. 
Receiving a practical education in the schools of his 
native place, he entered his father’s undertaking 
establishment as a young man and thoroughly mas- 
tered the details of the profession. Continuing with 
his father until twenty-one years of age, Mr. Green- 
awalt then founded a similiar enterprise at Orwigs- 
burg, in Schuylkill County, going forward in an 
independent way. This interest became one of wide 
importance in that section, but with the passing of 
the years, Mr. Greenawalt felt that wider opportun- 
ities of usefulness would be found in a larger com- 
munity. He accordingly came to Reading in 1917, 
and the clientele which he has developed here is 
definite vindication of the step which he took. With 
modern and finely equipped headquarters at No. 314 
North Fourth Street, Mr. Greenawalt is recognized 
as one of the foremost morticians in this part of 
the State. He is not widely affiliated with organized 
advance, his time being largely devoted to his work, 
but he is a member of Reading Lodge, No. 367, 
Free and Accepted Masons, the Knights of Malta, 
the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and the In- 
dependent Order of Americans. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, Neversink Forest 
No. 32, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. His religious 
affiliation is with the Reformed Church. 

Charles E. Greenawalt married, July 1, 1898, at 
Snyders, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, Clara V. 
Snyder, daughter of John and Rebecca (Leiby) 
Snyder. Mr. and Mrs. Greenawalt are the parents 
of four children: 1. Walter S. 2. Eleanor R. 3. Irma 
EC, eT 





JAMES M. GRING—In the distribution of builders’ 
material and builders’ supplies, James M. Gring, of 
Reading, is meeting a constant demand of the people 
in a sincere and ever progressive way. His useful- 
ness has carried him to a marked degree of success 
and in the ever growing activities of which he is 


the head, the people are realizing definite and per- 


manent benefit. Mr. Gring applies to his work the 
excellent qualities and progressive ability of the 
efficient executive and is considered one of the 
thoroughly progressive and outstanding men of Berks 
County. He is a son of William H. and Catharine 
(Kissinger) Gring, his father prominent as a miller 
throughout his active lifetime. 

James M. Gring was born in Bern Township, in 
this county, in January of 1867. Receiving his 
education in the public schools of Reading, Mr. 
Gring taught school for two years, then entered the 
hardware business in the employ of J. L. Stichter 
and Son. Going forward in that connection until 
1897, he then formed a partnership with his brother, 
M. A. Gring, and under the firm name of Gring 
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Brothers, they purchased the business before con- 
ducted by A. F. McGowan. This was along the 
line of building materials and builders’ supplies of 
various kinds, and in this practical and ever important 
fleld of merchandising Mr. Gring led the organization 
to large and outstanding success. He is counted 
among the noteworthy and progressive men of the 
day in this section and his influence is ever cast on 
the side of progress. A Republican by .political 


affiliation, although never a seeker after the honors 


of office, Mr. Gring bore a worthy part in the local 
advance. Fraternally, he is identified with the Free 
and Accepted Masons and the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle. He is a member of the Reformed Church, 
James M. Gring married in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
in 1890, Catharine Fry, daughter of Samuel and 
Catharine Fry, and they are the parents of one son: 
J. Allison, born in 1903. The Gring family residence 
is at No. 105 Walnut Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, 





H. EARL KALBACH—The energy and initiative 
which have carried H. Earl Kalbach to his present 
success are worthy of the highest commendation, 
for it is in such qualities that the community, as 
well as the individual, is lifted out of the mediocre 
level of achievement and attains breadth of usefulness. 
Mr. Kalbach has worked out. his own problems 
and given to their solution original thought and 
purpose, thereby making his endeavors contribute in 
no slight degree to the public welfare. Mr. Kalbach 
is a son of Samuel K. and Anna (Wootten) Kalbach, 
residents of No. 546 Perry Street, Reading, Penn- 
Sylvania, and esteemed people in many circles. The 
elder Mr. Kalbach was formerly a cigar-maker by 
occupation, but has within recent years been a suc- 
cessful barber. 

H. Earl Kalbach was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, June 22, 1893. Receiving his early education 
in the local public schools, he later attended McCann’s 
Business College, then completed his Studies at the 
Wharton School of Finance and Commerce of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Meanwhile, while still 
a young lad in school and only nine years of age, 
Mr. Kalbach began to learn the barber’s trade and 
was soon in charge of a chair, cutting hair and 
shaving. This part-time endeavor proved more 
broadly useful than at first seemed apparent, for 
when his father’s health was seriously threatened by 
his work in the cigar factory, Mr. Kalbach taught 
his father the barber’s trade and the older man 
has found large success in this new field of endeavor. 
M. Kalbach’s first experience in his present field 
of accountancy was with the A. Wilhelm Company, 
of Reading, Pennsylvania, as bookkeeper and account- 
ant, taking up the duties of this position in 1911 and 
continuing with the same concern until the year 1919. 
From that date until June, 1920, he was professionally 
active in an independent way, with offices in Reading, 
then, on the latter date, he formed an association 
with C. H. Crocker, of New York City. In May, 
1922, Mr. Kalbach purchased Mr. Crocker’s interest 
and has since continued independently, with offices 
in Suite No. 300, the American Casualty Building. 
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He is a director in the Zearing Brush Company, 
of Philadelphia. His participation in the business 
affairs of this section constitutes a force for economic 
and industrial progress, and Mr. Kalbach is affiliated 
with the National Association of Certified Public 
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Accountants, National Association of Cost Account- 
ants, and the Institute of Chartered Accountants. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, 
No. 660, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Con- 
sistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, in which 
he holds the thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Lebanon Forest, No. 132, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; 
and the Rajah Drum and Bugle Corps. He is prom- 
inent in club circles, holding membership in the 
Penn Wheelman Club, Penn Country Club, and the 
Temple Club, and attends the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kalbach married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
November 26, 1912, Laura M. Gries, daughter of 
John and Margaret Gries, her father now deceased. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kalbach have one daughter: Helen 
Anne, born March 25, 1915, and they reside at No. 
336 Windsor Street, Reading. 





DANIEL J. DELLET—The life of Daniel J. Del- 
let, of Reading, exemplified in a large measure the 
beauty of faithful service, for he gave to the duties 
of his position in one of the great industrial plants 
of this city, loyal and consistent devotion to their 
interests over a long period of years. A _ gifted 
mechanic, trained in the work of his choice and 
broadly efficient as a director of others, he became 
one of the most sincerely appreciated members of 
the great organization, known as the Philadelphia 
and Reading Railroad Company. He served this 
concern in their Reading shops as foreman of the 
motor power department. As a man and a citizen, 
Mr. Dellet was universally respected and the many 
friends won by his genial spirit and generous heart, 
felt in his death a deep and permanent loss. It is 
only fitting that his name should form a part of 
the history of this city and county, for his life was 
a worthy one and his career might well be emulated 
by the youth of the present generation who are look- 
ing forward to usefulness and lofty attainment. 

Daniel J. Dellet was born in Germantown, Penn- 
sylvania, May 30, 1844, and was a son of William 
and Ann (Lotte) Dellet, both of French extraction, 
the father a contractor and builder, who erected 
many of the finer residences in Reading, in which 
city he lived for many years. As a young lad 
Daniel J. Dellet attended school in Germantown, and 
there also learned the trade of machinist. He came 
to Reading to accept a position in the machine shops 
of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, and for 
upwards of forty years was identified with the 
same concern, during a full quarter of a century 
in the capacity of foreman of the motor power depart- 
ment. It was frequently said of him that he was 
a faithful employee, for he was never satisfied to do 
simply his duty, but always endeavored to inspire 
others to a larger appreciation of their responsibil- 
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ities to their work and to the concern which they 
served. In this respect he was one of the most 
valuable executives of the organization and through- 
out the plant he was honored and esteemed, alike 
by those over whom he had jurisdiction, and those to 
whom he turned to give allegiance as his superiors 
in office. When Lincoln made his last call for 
troops, Mr. Dellet enlisted in the service of his, 
country and served to the end of the war. Always 
fulfilling the duties of citizenship in a worthy spirit, 
but never seeking public honors or responsibilities, 
Mr. Dellet was a loyal supporter of the Republican 
Party. Fraternally he was affiliated with the Free 
and Accepted Masons, and for many years he was 
a member of, and a worker in the Yeung Men’s 
Railway Christian Association. He was a devout and 
sincere member of the Calvary Reformed Church, and 
in his daily life, as well as in the activities of the 
church society he showed the spirit of the truly 
benevolent and God-fearing man. 

Daniel J. Dellet married Stella G. Steinheiser, who 
was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and is a 
daughter of George and Margaret (Goodman) Stein- 
heiser, the mother still living at an advanced age, 
and spending eight months of the year with her 
daughter. Both Mrs. Dellet’s parents were members 
of the Church of God. Following the death 
of her husband, Mrs. Dellet became the companion 
to the late Henry Eppeheimer and wife, who were 
then in advanced years, and to whom she gave 
much devoted care. In appreciation of her services 
they bequeathed her the brick residence and its 
furnishings at No. 237 South Fifth Street, Reading, 
where she still makes her home. Mrs. Dellet is a 
member of the Reformed Church, and prominent in 
its social and charitable activities. 


ALBERT WILLIAM GOLDEN—Hotel activities 
engaged the attention of Albert William Golden for 
a time, but since his return from military service 
he has been identified with motor car interests and 
is now widely known and universally popular as the 
genial distributor of Oakland and Cole cars in the 
Reading district. Mr. Golden is a thorough going 
business executive, of practical abilities and keen 
vision, and in his success he is bearing a useful as 
well as prominent part in the progress of the day. 
He is a son of Harvey Samuel and Addie Cora 
(Hartlaub) Golden, his father long active in business, 
first as farmer, later as the owner of a successful 
hotel and within recent years as the owner of a well 
known garage. 

Albert William Golden was born in Goldenville, 
Adams County, Pennsylvania, August 23, 1892. Re- 
ceiving his education in the local public schools, he 
became identified with the hotel business in 1915, 
securing a position at Bernhart’s Post Office, near 
Reading. Continuing until June 1918, Mr. Golden 
then enlisted in the United States Army, in the 
Motor Transport Corps, 428th Motor Supply Train, 
unattached. He served for seven months overseas 
and during the greater part of the time was stationed 
at Brest, France. Upon his return to civilian life, 
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Mr. Golden established his present interest at No. 
117 South Fifth Street, Reading. He has developed 
a very important business in the distribution of these 
popular medium priced cars and in meeting this 
vital need of the people, his usefulness is’ constantly 
extending. Mr. Golden is a member of Lancaster 
. Lodge, No. 299, Loyal Order of Moose; and of the 
Lutheran Church. 

Albert William Golden married at York, Pennsyl- 
vania, on October 2, 1917, Mary Florence Hoffman, 
daughter of Henry and Emma Hoffman, and they 
are the parents of two children: Albert W., Jr., born 
August 4, 1918; and. Vivian, born August 12, 1921. 
The family reside at No. 702 Holland Square, Wyo- 
missing, Pennsylvania. 


Pi arte the ssh siete 
LINGLE DOUGLAS LANCE—In the important 
and wide-reaching field of architecture, Lingle Doug- 
las Lance, of Reading, Pennsylvania, holds a prom- 
inent position, and he has attained his present rank 
by close attention to the many important phases 
of his work. With excellent and comprehensive 
preparation for his career, Mr. Lance has been active 
for some twenty years, and is placing the stamp 
of his personality on the city and its suburbs. He 
is a son of George F. and Clara F. (Collins) Lance, 
his father active during his entire career as a lum- 
berman. George F. Lance served in the Civil War 
with the Pennsylvania Reserves, and on the Union 
side of the Mason and Dixon line. He was later a 
member of the Easton Grays. 

Lingle Douglas Lance was born in Reading, March 
29, 1881. Receiving his early education in the public 
schools of Reading, he also attended Reading Clas- 
sical School, later the Pennsylvania State College 
and the University of Pennsylvania. Starting upon 
his career with this splendid educational preparation, 
Mr. Lance has been active since in architecture, 
gaining a constantly wider prominence in his chosen 
field of endeavor and rising to an enviable position. 
His work reveals the dignity and close appreciation 
of art, which gives character to any structure, and 
he is sought by the most exacting patrons for many 
branches of architectural design. 

Mr. Lance formerly was a member of the Pennsyl- 
vania National Guard, having served from 1905 to 
1908 in Company A, of the 4th Regiment. He its 
affiliated with the Reading Architectural Society, the 
Historical Society of Berks County, the Reading Ar- 
tillerists Veterans’ Association, the Reading Chamber 
of Commerce, and he is also a member of the Wyo- 
missing and Iris clubs. His religious affiliation is 
with the Reformed Church. 

La i ee, dete Reale 

JOHN W. SPATZ—Only such a man as John 
W. Spatz, of Hamburg, Pennsylvania, could have 
succeeded in the hotel business, and that he did 
succeed was evident to all who were familiar with 
his activities. Generous in spirit, broad-minded, alert 
to every phase of current progress, still considerate 
of all with whom he came in contact, Mr. Spatz 
was an ideal host, and as such he became widely 
known, both in the community and among the 


traveling public. His usefulness as a member of the 
community was universally recognized in the general 
section with which he was identified, and his passing 
removed from the civic body a force of demonstrated 
power always applied in the right direction. Mr. 
Spatz was a leading citizen of Hamburg, and his 
loss to the community was a heavy blow. His me- 
mory, however, will long be cherished by all who 
knew him, and this record of his life-work fittingly 
finds place in the permanent history of his native 
county. Mr. Spatz was a son of Daniel K. and 
Emma (Wagner) Spatz, his father a builder, succes- 
sively active in Pottstown, Amityville, and Mt. Zion. 

John W. Spatz was born in Amityville, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, April 18, 1868. He received 
a practical education in the public schools of his 
native county, and his first activity was in the butcher 
business, in which connection he was employed by 
existing concerns for a number of years. He owned 
a market of his own in Pottstown and later one 
in Philadelphia. About 1901 he opened a butcher 
shop at No. 550 North Eleventh Street, in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, which he conducted with large success 
for a considerable period. He was not, however, 
satished with the opportunities or the scope of the 
work in which he thus found himself engaged, and 
he later identified himself with hotel activities as 
the proprietor of the Fleetwood Hotel. He conduc- 
ted this house for about one and a half years, then 
took over the Union House, of Fleetwood, which 
he conducted for about three years. In 1905 he 
became the proprietor of the Central Hotel, of Ham- 
burg, and from that time until his death he con- 
ducted this fine and widely popular hotel with marked 
and ever-increasing success. Always deeply interest- 
ed in the well-being and comfort of his guests, he 
made the atmosphere of the house one of home-like 
beauty and charm, and to visit the Central Hotel 
once was to lead the guest back to its portals when- 
ever opportunity or occasion brought him to this 
vicinity. 

Mr. Spatz was affiliated with financial progress as 
a stockholder in the Hamburg First National Bank, 
and he was a stockholder in the Hamburg Savings 
and Trust Bank. His political affiliation. was with 
the Republican Party. He was broadly active in 
local affairs, but the exactions of his responsibilities 
here precluded his accepting official honors which 
would carry him to distant points. Fraternally, Mr. 
Spatz was affiliated with Lodge No. 523, Loyal Order 
of Moose; Moose Havem Legion, of Philadelphia, 
and was also a member of the Union Fire Company 
No. 1. His religious affiliation was with the First 
Reformed Church. 

John W. Spatz married, September 6, 1890, in 
Reading, Lillie Ahrens, daughter of Cyrus and Han- 
nah (Haas) Ahrens, and they are the parents of 
five children: 1. Harry, who married Dr. Sarah 
Anderson, a practicing dentist of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, and they have one son, Harry. 2. William, 
who married Hannah Mengel; he is in the garage 
business. They have one daughter, Margaret. uF 
James. 4. Helen. 5. Margaret. 
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PROFESSOR MAX DUNSKY—In special and 
modern lines of healing, Professor Max Dunsky, of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, is demonstrating his natural 
ability and at the same time bringing into ever higher 
repute these new and, until within recent years, 
untried methods. With Old World training and 
experience on this side of the Atlantic, Professor 
Dunsky has reached a position of more than usual 
success, and his influence in his work is ever widen- 
ing. He is a son of Herman George Theodor 
Dunsky, and a member of a noted German family. 
His father was machinist in the gas works in Switzer- 
land after the close of his military service in his 
native land. He was a member of the German 
cavalry during the Franco-Prussian War, in which 
he was wounded several times, and he also served 
in Mecklenburg-Schwerin. The mother, Katherine 
(Pfisterer) Dunsky, is also a native of Germany. 

Max Dunsky was born in Hamburg, Germany, 
December 4, 1876. Reared in Switzerland, he attend- 
ed the public schools of St. Gall, and studied hydro- 
therapy at the sanitorium at Bern, Switzerland, 
where he studied massage, hydrotherapy and electro- 
therapy. Coming to America as a young man, Pro- 
fessor Dunsky has been active, professionally, with 
the Racquet Club, of Philadelphia. In 1912 he 
became associated with the Columbia Club, of Phil- 
adelphia, serving as masseur and practitioner in 
hydro and electro-therapy. On December 29 191%; 
Professor Dunsky opened his present headquarters 
under the name of the Reading Sanitary Turkish 
Bath, and he has developed an interest largely suc- 
cessful, as well as vitally beneficial, to the public 
health. Professor Dunsky is a Republican in his 
political affiliations, and from 1897 until 1899, when 
still in Europe, served in the German Army. He is 
a member of the Reading Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Arion Singing Society, of Philadelphia. He 
attends the Lutheran Church. 

Professor Max Dunsky married, in St. Gall, Swit- 
zerland, on April 25, 1905, Eliza Hedwij Gebhardt, 
daughter of Karl and Emily (Gruber) Gebhardt. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dunsky are the parents of two children: 
1. Max, born in Strassburg, Germany, May 27, 1906. 
2. Erna, born in Bad-Elster, Saxony, Germany, Oc- 
tober 1, 1908. The family residence is at No. 1344 
Good Street, Reading. 





HARRY C. HUESMAN, of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
is recognized as one of the leading figures in flower 
production and general florist activities in Berks 
County, and with his splendid area of glass and his 
large natural ability, together with artistic talent 
of a high order, he is making his influence felt in 
his chosen realm and giving to the progress of the 
people a strong impetus in the right direction. Mr. 
Huesman has for many years been a familiar figure 
in this general field in Reading, having been iden- 
tified with his honored father in the same line of 
endeavor, until the decease of the older man. 

Joseph Huesman, Mr. Huesman’s grandfather, was 
the pioneer of this family in America, bringing his 
young wife to this country about 1840. They 


removed to Reading in 1845, Mr. Huesman leaving 
a thriving trade as shoemaker in New York City, 
anticipating larger success in his removal. He 
bought desirable property near the Hampton Reser- 
voir in Reading, but his death followed within a 
few years and this misfortune was a heavy blow to 
the little family. He married Lena Cook, and they 
were the parents of the following children: 1. Ida, 
widow of Hillary Keffer. 2. Henry J. 3. George, 
deceased. 4. Louisa, deceased. 

Henry J. Huesman, son of Joseph and Lena (Cook) 
Huesman, was born in New York City, in 1844, and 
was accordingly only about one year old when he 
came with his parents to Reading. The death of 
his father left the family with such slender resources 
that the lad was not able to enjoy many educational 
advantages, but he attended the local public schools, 
gaining a thorough grounding in the rudiments of 
knowledge. When only ten years of age he began 
working in the general realm in which he was 
active throughout his entire career. Entering the 
employ of Michael Houser on Ninth Street, he 
remained with that progressive man for fully twenty- 
two years. Then anxious to establish himself in his 
own enterprise, he secured a location on Schuylkill 
Avenue and entered business for himself in 1887. 
Through thrift and industry he had accumulated a 
substantial capital and built a greenhouse of moderate 
size. Year by year he made additions to his equip- 
ment or to his area of glass, and conducting a gen- 
eral fiorist business of cut flowers and bedding plants, 
he also did much in the work of decoration and 
floral designs for weddings, funerals and social occas- 
ions. Always a student, Mr. Huesman kept in close 
touch with the general advance in floriculture, and 
his tireless industry and excellent judgment gave 
him a large measure of success. Gifted with artistic 
and natural ability, and doing business on the loftiest 
principles of integrity, Mr. Huesman commanded the 
esteem and confidence of all. His lamented death 
occurred in 1916. He was a loyal Democrat by 
political conviction, but never a leader in political 
activities, rather devoting his time and attention to 
business affairs. He married Elizabeth Lenox, who 
was born in Philadelphia, and they were the parents 
of two children: Harry C., of further mention; and 
Mary. 

Harry C. Huesman, son of Henry J. and Elizabeth 
(Lenox) Huesman, was born in Philadelphia, August 
11, 1878. His education was received in the parochial 
schools of Reading, and from boyhood he felt the 
deepest interest in the work in which his father was 
engaged. Devoting many of his leisure hours to 
work about the greenhouses, Mr. Huesman early 
became familiar with floriculture and greenhouse prac- 
tice. As a young man he joined his father in the 
work of the enterprise, and from an early age was 
a definite factor in its progress. His pleasure in 
activity of this nature seemed to be the expression 
of a natural genius for it, and Mr. Huesman became 
a thoroughly efficient executive. Following the death 
of his father, he took over the interest, being the 
only son, and he has developed it to large and ever- 
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growing importance. He now has more than fifteen 
thousand square feet of glass, and is doing a very 
extensive business along both wholesale and retail 
lines. He follows in his father’s footsteps, covering 
the general field of floriculture, decorating and floral 
designing. He is considered one of the thoroughly 
up-to-date and eminently modern men in his chosen 
realm, and is highly esteemed by all. Mr. Huesman 
js fraternally affiliated with the Knights of Colum- 
bus, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Loyal Order of 
Moose, and he is a member of the Reading Florist 
and the Philadelphia Florist clubs. His religious 
affiliation is with St. Margareta’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Harry C. Huesman married, in 1903, in Reading, 
Mary A. Rickert, daughter of Joseph A. and Anna 
Rickert. Mr. and Mrs. Huesman are the parents of 
three sons: Charles C., Harry, and Bernard. The 
family residence is at No. 562 Schuylkill Avenue, 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 





_ WILLIAM &H. HARTZ—The activities of William 
H. Hartz, of Reading, Pennsylvania, have always 
followed the most practical lines of business advance, 
and in his present interest, as treasurer of the Read- 
ing Rug Works, Inc., he holds a noteworthy position 
in the progress of the day. Meeting as he does a 
constantly recurring need of the people, Mr. Hartz 
has gained an assured footing in the business life of 
Berks County, and his standing is of the highest. 
He is a son of George Washington and Eliza G. 
(Weaver) Hartz, both now deceased. The father, 
who was a well-known farmer of Robeson Township, 
died in Reading, in 1912, having survived by more 
than six years his wife, who died in December, 1905. 

William H. Hartz was born in Robeson Township, 
in the village of Birdsboro, in this county, Septem- 
ber 18, 1877. His education was received in the 
local public schools, and at the age of fifteen years 
he began life as a grocer’s clerk. Continuing along 
this line for about twenty-two years, he was then 
active for three years with the Reading Transit and 
Light Company. In 1917, Mr. Hartz established the 
present interest in association with F. S. Kelley, who 
is president of the corporation. With plant and 
offices at Nos. 1930-1940 Perkiomen Avenue, they are 
doing a large and constantly increasing business along 
the lines of rug manufacture and allied interests. 
They make a specialty of weaving rugs from old 
carpets, while they are constantly engaged in the 
cleaning of rugs and carpets by a vacuum process. 
They also do the scouring and shampooing of rugs 
by special methods, which preserve the texture and 
color, and in every branch of the enterprise their 
work mets the approval of a very extensive and 
particular patronage. Mr. Hartz has been a leading 
figure in this enterprise since its inception, and is 
counted among the successful business men of Read- 
ing. Fraternally he is affiliated with Oley Lodge, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; the Improved 


Order of Red Men; and, Camp No. 1417, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; and he is a member of 
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the Chamber of Commerce. His religious affiliation 
is with the Reformed Church. 

William H. Hartz married, in 1907, at Reading, 
Pennsylvania, Alberta Clouser Hoffman, daughter of 
Henry and Marguerite (Clouser) Hoffman, both 
members of largely prominent families of Berks Coun- 
ty. Mr. and Mrs. Hartz are the parents of one 
daughter: Marguerite Ellen, born May 2, 1915. The 
family residence is in Reading, Pennsylvania. 





EDMUND LAWRENCE DARLINGTON—The 
life of Edmund Lawrence Darlington has been of 
significance to Reading, Pennsylvania, in more than 
a slight degree, for his career has been parallel with 
the financial and economic advance of his time, and 
for the past decade he has filled a noteworthy position 
in the city of his birth as a leading insurance exec- 
utive. Mr. Darlington is a son of Andrew J. Dar- 
lington, and a grandson of Robert and Rachel (Law- 
rence) Darlington, of old Quaker stock, natives of 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, in a day now long 
gone by. 

Andrew J. Darlington was born in Parkesburg, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, and at the age oi four- 
teen years he secured a position in the telegraph 
office at Oxford, Pennsylvania, where he learned 
telegraphy. While employed in this connection, he 
enlisted for service in the Civil War, joining Com- 
pany I, Third Regiment, Pennsylvania Heavy Ar- 
tillery, a volunteer regiment. which highly honored 
the State on the field of battle. Wounded seriously, 
he received his honorable discharge June 19, 1863, 
and the wound troubled him throughout the remain- 
der of his lifetime, causing him great suffering and 
eventually, undoubtedly, hastening his death. Follow- 
ing his military service, Mr. Darlington became 
identified with the Philadelphia & Reading Raiiroad 
Company, as telegrapher, in the city of Reading, 
and not long afterward he was given charge of the 
ticket office, also having charge of the Western Union 
Telegraph Office, which occupied the same building. 
It was said of Andrew J. Darlington that he posses- 
sed the friendship of every man who knew him, 
and the popular name of “Jack” Darlington, by which 
he was almost universally known, was the expression 
of genuine affection by his associates. While never 
a seeker after public honors, Mr. Darlington was at 
one time brought forward as candidate for Mayor 
of Reading on the Democratic ticket. Fraternaily he 
was identified with the Royal Arcanum, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, also various other organiza- 
tions of this kind, and his religious connection was 
with St. Paul’s Memorial Reformed Church. Andrew 
J. Darlington married, in 1867, Elizabeth Mishler, 
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Bechtel) Mishler, 
and they were the parents of three children: Mary 
E., who married Lewis V. Halberstadt; Edmund 
Lawrence, of further mention; and Margaret, de- 
ceased. 

Edmund Lawrence Darlington was born in Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, October 25, 1873. His education 
was received in the local schools, and he is a graduate 
of Reading Boys’ High School, class of 1890. His 
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early business experience was in the employ of R. G. 
Dun & Company, in their Reading headquarters, and 
he rose to the position of chief clerk in this connec- 
tion. In 1914 Mr. Darlington established his own 
business along the line of general insurance, opening 
headquarters at No. 703, the Baer Building, and in 
this vital field of economic advance he has made his 
influence felt for progressive activity. Mr. Dar- 
lington is esteemed by all with whom he comes in 
contact, holding a position, as he does, of dignity 
and usefulness, and he is affiliated with various 
branches of present-day activities, civic, fraternal, and 
social, being a member of all Masonic bodies, and 
also a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading. He 
is a member of the Masonic Rensle Club, and the 
Rotary Club, in which he holds an executive position. 
He is a member of the Insurance Advisory Board 
for Berks County, Pennsylvania, and a member of 
the Reading Country Club. 

Edmund Lawrence Darlington married, in June, 
1911, Lida J. Hake, daughter of Jacob D. and Martha 
A. Hake, her father deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Dar- 
John M., born October 23, 
1919. 





CALVIN A. ULRICH—In the younger group of 
business executives in Reading the name of Calvin 
A. Ulrich holds a prominent position and his work 
is of large importance to the public health and well- 
being. Bringing to the present activities of his en- 
terprise the judgment and energy which count for 
large success, Mr. Ulrich has gained an assured 
footing in his field of endeavor and is considered one 
of the most promising of Reading’s citizens. 

The Ulrich family has been identified with the 
progress of the State of Pennsylvania for many years, 
and Daniel Ulrich, grandfather of Mr. Ulrich, was a 
prominent quarryman a generation or two ago, who 
died in Reading at the age of eighty-one years. Morris 
J. Ulrich, his son, and Mr. Ulrich’s father, has for 
a number of years been active as superintendent of 
the West Buttonwood Market House. He married 
Amelia Amarell, and they reside at No. 532 North 
Front Street, Reading. They are the parents of seven 
children, of whom five -are living: Calvin A., of 
further mention; Esther; Clara; Paul and Martha. 

Calvin A. Ulrich was born in Muhlenberg Town- 
ship, in this county, January 20, 1890, and attended 
the public schools of Topton, then entered the Key- 
stone State Normal School at Kutztown, after which 
he completed his studies at night school at Reading. 
Mastering the trade of plumbing and heating, Mr. 
Ulrich established himself in an individual business 
after a few years of activity as a journeyman. Locat- 
ing on Gordon Street, in October, 1913, he removed 
to Oley Street two years later, then secured a more 
desirable plant at No. 560 Schuylkill Avenue, where 
he is still engaged in business. He has developed 
an important interest, and is going to his work with 
the tireless energy and expert attention which insures 
success. 


Accepting yall kinds of plumbing and heating _ 


contracts, Mr. Ulrich has made many important jp. 
stallations, and he is acknowledged as an able and 
efficient man in his field. He is a member of this 
Master Plumbers’ Association, and is identified wath 
the Ancient and Illustrious Order of the Knights oj 
Malta. He attends St. Mark’s Reformed Phuch 
and is a member of the choir of this church. 


RICHARD L. HARPEL-~In industrial affairs 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, Richard L, Harpei, 
of Sinking Spring, is well known, for he was for 
number of years identified with the textile industry 
in the production of textile machinery. He is a 
prominent figure in the public service, having been 
active in various capacities, and is now postmaster 
of Sinking Spring. A veteran of the World War 
and identified with various branches of organized 
advance, he bears a worthy and constructive part in 
the progress of his day, and enjoys the esteem and 
confidence of everyone who is familiar with his 
usefulness or his progressive attitude. Mr. Harpel 
is a son of William J. and Elizabeth B. (Boyer) 
Harpel, the father a prominent manufacturer in the 
iron foundry and machine field until his death, Jan- 
uary 25, 1907. 

Richard L, Harpel was born in Bernville, Pennsy!- 
vania, January 31, 1888. The public schools were 


-the scene of his early education, and later attending 


Perkiomen Seminary, he made advanced preparation 
for his life-work, then became identified with the 
business world. After more or less experience in 
other industrial plants, Mr. Harpel entered the em- 
ploy of the Textile Machine Works, of Wyomissing, 
Pennsylvania, and for eight years he filled an increas- 
ingly responsible position in that organization. He 
resigned to accept his appointment as postmaster of 
this community, August 20, 1923, and upon that date 
took up the duties of that office with characteristic 
energy and efficiency. Mr. Harpel has demonstrated 
his ability in his present position as well as his pro- 
gressive attitude as a citizen, and throughout the 
entire community the service under his administration 
is considered eminently satisfactory. 

Mr. Harpel is a staunch Republican, and for many 
years served as borough auditor of Sinking Spring. 
In every phase of community endeavor he does his 
utmost to promote the general well-being, and he 
is particularly interested in the local fire department, 
having served for some years as a trustee of the 
Liberty Fire Company. During the World War, 
Mr. Harpel enlisted for service in the United States 
Army and was with the 316th Infantry for a while, 
then the 810th Pioneer Infantry, receiving his pro- 
motion to the rank of first-lieutenant. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Reading; Lodge No. 
155, Knights of Pythias, of Sinking Spring; and 
Lodge No. 660, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
also of Sinking Spring. He is further a member ot 
the Temple Club, the Dramatic Order Knights of 
Korassere, and attends the Lutheran Church. 

Richard L. Harpel married, in Reading, Pennsyl- 
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vania, Marie Cake, daughter of Harry M. and Mary 
(Rapp) Cake, and they are the parents of three 
daughters: Mary Elizabeth, Edna May, and Betty. 





HENRY EDWARD MATHIAS—He is a son of 
Charles F. and Emma (Fick) Mathias, his father a 
foreman in the employ of one of the great industrial 
concerns in this city. Henry Edward Mathias was 
born in Reading, May 19, 1893. Receiving his early 
education in the local public schools, he prepared 
for his professional work at the Temple University, 
in Philadelphia, from which he was graduated in 
the class of 1917. His military service interrupted 
his career almost at the outset, for in 1918 he enlisted 
in the United States Army, and was sent to France, 
where he was assigned to the 313th Regimental Infir- 
mary. He was wounded in the Argonne, and re- 
ceived his honorable discharge from the service fol- 
lowing his return to America in 1919. Since that 
time he has been active in the drug business at his 
present location, following the interest independently 
and carrying it to its present point of definite im- 
portance. Mr. Mathias has few interests except of 
a-business nature, but is counted among the thorough- 
ly progressive and public-spirited young men of the 
day. 

Henry Edward Mathias married Erna L. Broome, 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, daughter of Charles E. 
Broome, and they reside in Reading, Pennsylvania. 








SAMUEL R. ROTH—In the record of a long 
and useful life, Samuel R. Roth gave to his res- 
ponsibilities the faithful endeavor which counts for 
large achievement and the idealistic spirit which 
makes any man a leader of public thought and 
opiniom, and a benefactor of his time. The influence 
exerted by Mr. Roth upon the city and section of 
which he was a resident will not soon be forgotten 
and will never be lost. He did much to promote the 
general well-being, but it was perhaps in his individual 
sincerity and high manliness that his spirit most truly 
inspired those who were familiar with his work, and 
these excellent qualities will be longest remembered. 
Following practical lines of activity in his business 
affairs, he lent his influence to every phase of worthy 
endeavor, and every one who was familiar with his 
life and career had some good word to speak of him. 

Daniel Roth, father of Samuel R. Roth, was a 
well known farmer and prominent land-owner of 
Centre Township, where he was active for many years. 
After retiring, he made his home with his son John, 
who resided at the foot of the Blue Mountains, and 
there the father passed away. He was a man of 
the highest character, and influential in his time. 
He married Catharine Resh, who also died at the 
home of their son John. 

Samuel R. Roth was born on the farm in Centre 
Township, April 24, 1857, and died, in his home at 
Glenside, Reading, March 3, 1919, at the age of sixty- 
two years. As a young lad he attended the local 
schools, his help being utilized on the farm during 
vacations and leisure hours from the time he was a 
child. Caring little for the routine and drudgery of 


farm work, he remained on the homestead only until 
he had attained his majority, then became a resident 
of Centreport, and learned the trade of cabinet-maker. 
Continuing active at this trade as a journeyman for 
some years, he also did more or less on the farm 
until 1884. Then, bringing his family to Reading, 
he entered the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading 
car shops, in which he was active for about two years. 
Thereafter establishing a planing mill, he spent twen- 
ty years in that interest, developing an important 
business, which bec:me known as the Neversink 
Planing Mill. Never gifted with a particularly sturdy 
physique, his health began to fail definitely and he 
was compelled to give up business affairs. Taking 
up his residence in Glenside, one of the loveliest 
suburbs of Reading, he spent the sunset years of his 
life in retirement, doing what little his strength 
allowed of a community or general import, but dur- 
ing the greater part of the time was confined to his 
home. Never widely affliated with organized en- 
deavor, although in sympathy with every usetul or 
benevolent activity, Mr. Roth was best known to 
the immediate circle who met him in his home, and 
among them he was sincerely honored and beloved. 
His passing left deep sorrow in many hearts, al- 
though, perhaps, it was not as widely heralded as 
the passing of the great or mighty. His memory 
will be cherished among those whose privilege it was 
to know him as long as life shall last. Through- 
out the most of his mature lifetime, Mr. Roth was a 
consistent member of the Reformed church until 
about 1915, when he and his wife joined the J.uth- 
eran church. 

Samuel R. Roth married, at Centreport, Rebecca 
Gicker, who was born in Berks County, and is) 2 
daughter of William and Rebecca (Koenig) Gicker. 
Mrs. Roth now resides on McKnight Street, and is 
a member of the Reformed church. They were the 
parents of ten children: 1.-2. Two sons, who died 
in infancy. 3. Emma H., who married Charles 
Strely, and they reside in Reading. 4. Elizabeth, who 
married John G. Weidner, and they reside in Read- 
ing. 5. Catharine, who is a business woman of 
Philadelphia. 6. William, who resides in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 7. Sally G., who married William R. 
Egolf, of Reading. 8. Charles, of Reading. 9. Elia, 
who is studying to be a nurse. 10. Rebecca Cae 
operator for the Bell Telephone Company, of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, at home. 


RALPH W. BUCHER—In the industrial world of 
Pennsylvania, Ralph W. Bucher has for many years 
been a prominent figure, and as a skilled mechanic 
and instructor in various lines of mechanical activity 
his significance to the progress of the people is definite 
and far-reaching. Mr. Bucher is a man of pro- 
gressive spirit, always interested in the affairs of his 
time, and in his definite usefulness the community 
and the people generally realize permanent benefit. 
He is a son of Lewis W. and Esther (Gilbert) 
Bucher, both now deceased, his father an iron- 
worker of Pottstown for many years. 

Ralph W. Bucher was born in Pottstown, Penn- 
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sylvania, October 28, 1879. Receiving his early ed- 
ucation in the public schools, he completed his 
formal studies at the Pottstown High School, then 
learned the machinist’s trade. Active along that line 
for some fifteen years, Mr. Bucher then entered 
the garage business and for about seven years was 
active as manager of prominent garages in Read- 
ing. Then, for six years, he devoted his attention 
to the sale- and installation of Westinghouse Air 
Springs, acting as instructor in the use of this famous 
device. His interests centered in Philadelphia during 
that period, and for the past four years he has been 
active along similiar lines, with headquarters in Read- 
ing, at No. 116 Madison Avenue. He has done much 
to forward local industrial progress, and his work 
is of that type which bears enduring significance to 
the welfare and progress of the people. Mr. Bucher 
is widely known in fraternal circles, being a member 
of Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, and all bodies of the Masonic Order, 
up to and including the Consistory (thirty-second 
‘ degree). He is also a member of Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
and Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall Cedars of Leb- 
anon. Other organizations to which Mr. Bucher 
belongs are: Lodge No. 115, Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, of Reading; and Manatawny 
Lodge, No. 214, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
of Pottstown. His religious affiliation is with Rich- 
ardson Memorial Presbyterian Church, of Phila- 
delphia. 

Ralph W. Bucher married, March 4, 1899, in Read- 
ing, Bertha Ecker, daughter of Henry G. and Lydia 
Ecker. Mr. and Mrs. Bucher are the parents of one 
child: Esther B., wife of George Glass, and they 
have one child: Dorothy. 


FRED H. KESSLER—tThe line of endeavor in 
which Fred H. Kessler, of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
has chosen his life-work is one of the most vital and 
important branches of present-day advance. As a 
leading executive of the Central Lumber Company, of 
Reading, he is stamping the impress of a strong and 
forceful nature on the history of this enterprise and 
giving it added impetus as a progressive and thriving 
business interest. Mr. Kessler is a native of Read- 
ing, and a member. of a family long prominent in 
this section. He is a son of William H. and Carrie 
S. (Heller) Kessler, and his father, who is now 
deceased, was for many years a well known hat manu- 
facturer of Berks County. 

Fred H. Kessler was born in Reading, June 7, 
1896. Receiving his early education in the local 
public schools, he later attended Reading High School, 
but at an early age entered business affairs. Always 
interested in those lines of commercial activity which 
stand behind and support the construction world, Mr. 
Kessler identified himself with lumber distribution, 
and has now, for three years, been active as treas- 
urer and general manager of the Central Lumber 
Company, of Reading. The progress of this concern 
has definitely felt his influence, and his forward-look- 
ing spirit has marked out ever wider paths of achieve- 





men for the organization. At the same time, his 
eminently practical judgment and keen preceptions 
have kept the business on a safe and prosperous basis, 
and his work is generally commended in the trade. 
Mr. Kessler is a veteran of the World War, having 
served in the United States Navy during the greater 
part of the year 1918. He is affiliated fraternally 
with the Free and Accepted Masons, including all 
bodies of the Scottish Rite up to and including Read- 
ing Consistory, in which he holds the thirty-second 
degree; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic’ Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He also is a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce; and the Penn Wheelman, 
the Wyomissing, and the Berkshire Country clubs. 
His religious affhliation is with Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 

Fred H. Kessler married, April 16, 1921, at Phila- 
delphia, Lucia W. Kline, daughter of William W. 
and Margaret Kline. Mr. and Mrs. Kessler are the 
parents of one daughter: Carolyn, born July 26, 
1922. 


ARLINGTON NIES KLINE—The automobile 
world of Reading, Pennsylvania, has attracted the 
attention of a wide district, indeed, has received 
national comment for the progressive manner in which 
its executives not only meet the needs of the hour 
but reach forward and anticipate future business. 
Arlington Nies Kline, who stands at the head of the 
Studebaker interests in Reading, is an outstanding 
figure in automobile circles in Reading, for during 
October and November of 1923 he won the loving 
cup which was presented by the Studebaker Corpora- 
tion of America for the aggregate amount of sales of 
Studebaker cars in cities of 100,000 population, or 
over, in the entire United States. Mr. Kline is a 
member of a prominent Pennsylvania family, and a 
son of William Bickel and Sarah (Nies) Kline, his 
father a well known merchant of Tilden Township, 
Pennsylvania. 

Arlington Nies Kline was born in Tilden Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1891. 
Receiving his early education in the country schools, 
he later attended Hamburg High School, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1908. On July 3, 
1909, Mr. Kline began his activities in the auto- 
mobile business, beginning at the bottom, washing 
and repairing for the Dietrich Motor Car Company, 
of Allentown, Pennsylvania. In April, 1911, he came 
to Reading and became identified with the Dietrich 
Motor Company, of this city, continuing with that 
concern until December of 1914. He then entered 
the employ of the Kline, Eppihimer & Company. 
In January, 1915, Mr. Kline secured the Studebaker 
agency and in the first year of his experience sold 
fifteen cars. In 1923 he sold two hundred and 
sixty-seven Studebaker cars, achieving the distinction 
as above noted of winning the Studebaker loving cup. 
In 1919 he purchased the Bickel property, at Nos. 
131-133 North Fifth Street, Reading, and here he 
erected a modern business structure which forms a 
fine and well equipped headquarters for his interests. 
This property at one time was owned by Mr. Kline’s 
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great-great-grandfather. In addition to this central 
office and show-rooms Mr. Kline maintains a service 
station at Nos. 324-326 Madison Avenue, in this city, 
and recently added two stories to the building, 
which is 45 x 90 feet in ground dimensions. He 
operates this interest exclusively as a Studebaker 
service station. 

A Republican by political affiliation, Mr. Kline has 
never felt an interest in the honors of public office, 
but during the World War bore his part in the activi- 
ties of the time as a member of Company Twelve, 
Motor Transport Corps, Training School, at Camp 
Joseph E. Johnston, at Jacksonville, Florida, where he 
spent three months, from October, 1918, to January, 
1919, Previous to this he took an active part in all the 
World War drives, Red Cross loans, etc. Fraternally 
he is identified with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Sovereign Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; also the various 
other bodies of the Masonic Order up to and in- 
cluding the thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania; and the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation, of Reading. A well known member of the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce, he is further a mem- 
ber of the Kiwanis Club, Wyomissing Club, Reading 
Automobile Club, also the Reading Automobile Trade 
Association, and the Pennsylvania Automotive Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Kline attends the Calvary Reformed 
Church. ; 

Arlington Nies Kline married, in Temple, Penn- 
sylvania, August 4, 1915, Katie Dunkel, daughter of 
Charles M. and Mary Dunkel, her father retired from 
all business activity, her mother now deceased. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kline have one son: Charles William, 
born August 4, 1921, and they reside at Now. oe 
Spring Street, Reading. 





CHARLES HENRY COOK—The career of 
Charles Henry Cook is of interest to the people of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, for his activities have always 
followed practical lines, and he has now, for several 
years, been identified with the distribution of coal and 
lumber. Mr. Cook has been active in the business 
world from boyhood, and his broad experience and 
tireless energy give his present interest useful sig- 
nificance to the people. He is a son of John S. and 
Hannah (Hoyer) Cook, his father for many years 
identified with the hotel business, but now retired. 

Charles Henry Cook was born in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, July 1, 1889. His education was received 
in the local public schools, and at the age of twelve 
years he laid aside his books to enter the world of 
men and affairs. His early activity was in the em- 
ploy of the Reading Rolling Mull, where he worked 
from 1901 until 1903. He then became identified 
with the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, and after 
four years in this connection he associated himself 
with his father in the hotel business, his father be- 
coming the owner of a hotel at Reading. Father 


and son went forward together for some thirteen 


years, then Charles H. Cook struck out in an tinde- 
pendent way, establishing his present interest. He 
handles the retail and wholesale distribution of coal, 
lumber and a variety of building materials, and with 
headquarters at No. 820 Oley Street, is doing a large 
and constantly increasing business. 

Fraternally, Mr. Cook is affiliated with the Masonic 
Order, being a member of all Scottish Rite bodies, 
up to and including the thirty-second degree, and 
is a life-member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is a member 
of Reading Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; the 
Loyal Order of Moose; the Knights of Friendship; 
the Patriotic Order Sons of America; the Improved 
Order of Red Men; and the Bavarians; he is a mem- 
ber of the Northeastern Democratic Club. Mr. Cook 
also is a member of the Marion Fire Company. His 
religious affiliation is with Alsace Reformed Church. 

Mr. Cook married, August 16, 1911, at Reading, 
Pennsylvania, Jeanetta Werner, daughter of William 
and Kathryn Werner. 





PAUL E. ROEDEL—A prominent business ex- 
ecutive of Berks County, Pennsylvania, is Paul E. 
Roedel, who is engaged in the furniture business in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, having brought to his activi- 
ties in this enterprise long experience in other lines of 
endeavor. Mr. Roedel is a son of Otto Bernhardt 
and Marie (Gross) Roedel, and his father, who is 
now deceased, was engaged in the manufacture of 
boilers in Germany. 

Paul E. Roedel was born in Germany, February 
3, 1885. Receiving a practical education in the public 
schools of his native land, he came to America at the 
age of fifteen years, alone and friendless, and has 
here made his way to a position of prominence. He 
was first employed by the Jacob Nolde & Horst 
Company, leading hosiery manufacturers of Read- 
ing for about one year, then became identified with 
the Acme Automobile Company, manufacturers of the 
Acme motor cars. Early in the year 1904, Mr. 
Roedel qualified as automobile mechanic and driver 
and was active thus in the employ of leading owners 
for a period of fifteen years. In 1919 he engaged 
in the automobile business along lines of distribution 
and repair and devoted one year to this line of 
activity. In 1920 a promising opportunity opened 
before him in the furniture business and he has found 
the change he made at that time greatly to his ad- 
vantage. This enterprise, which is known as the 
Penn Furniture Company, is located advantageously, 
and is rapidly developing under his able manage- 
ment. Mr. Roedel is a Democrat by political con- 
victions and has supported his party in every issue. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, was formerly a member 
of the local Chamber of Commerce, and is a member 
of the Philadelphia Rifle Club and the Hunting Camp, 
of Pike County. He is a well known singer of this 
section, possessing a voice of unusual quality and 
singing much in public. His choice of recreation 1s 
that of the outdoor world, and he prefers fishing and 
gunning to all other sports. Mr. Roedel’s religious 
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connection is with the Lutheran church. 

Paul E. Roedel married, at Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, September 19, 1909, Margaret C. Conely, 
daughter of William and Christina Conely; and they 
have one daughter, Marie. The Roedel family reside 
at No. 2503 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr. Roedel’s brothers are Albert and Wil- 
liam, the former of Reading, prominent in business 
affairs in this city, the latter now of the Argentine. 
William Roedel served in Germany during the World 
War in the Aviation Air Service, making 5,500 flights. 


GEORGE E. HAINES—Prominently identified 
with progressive endeavors in the plumbing business, 
George E. Haines, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is one 
of those respected and well known men of today 
whose usefulness contributes to the general welfare 
and health. Mr. Haines was early trained in busi- 
ness, and after practical experience, established an 
individual interest which has now for many years 
been of broad significance to the people of Read- 
ing. He is prominent in fraternal affairs, and is 
one of the thoroughly representative citizens of Berks 
County. Mr. Haines is a son of George and Re- 
becca (Englehart) Haines, his father active through- 
out his career in the employ of the Philadelphia & 
Reading Railroad. 

George E. Haines was born in Hyde Park, Penn- 
sylvania, April 10, 1871. Receiving a practical educa- 
tion in the public schools of his birthplace, he came 
to Reading at the age of seventeen years and entered 
upon an apprenticeship to the trade of plumber. 
Mastering the trade and working as journeyman for 
several years, Mr. Haines established his own inter- 
est in 1901 and from that time forward his success 
was assured. He has now been engaged in his own 
enterprise for a period of twenty-three years, and in 
addition to the usual activities of the plumber he is 
doing important work in the heating field. Instal- 
lation and repair of various methods of heating now 
form a considerable share of his interest and he is 
recognized as one of the well known and broadly 
efficient men in his field. With headquarters at No. 
124 South Ninth Street, Reading, he deals in plumb- 
ing supplies and heating systems, and with an ef- 
ficient force of workmen is constantly busy in in- 
stallation and other activities in this realm. Mr. 
Haines is one of the well and favorably known men 
in his field. A Democrat by political affiliation, he 
has never thus far accepted public honors, but bears 
a worthy part in the general advance. Fraternally he 
is affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, Free 
and Accepted Masons; Reading Chapter, No. 152, 
Royal Arch Masons; Craig Council, Royal and 
Selective Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 42, 
Knights Templar; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He also is a 
member of Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; 
also the Orioles, the Temple Club, and the Reading 
Auto Club. For many years he has been a member 
of the Schuylkill Fire Company. He attends the 
First Reformed Church. 

George E. Haines married, in Reading, Mary E. 


“ plumbing trade. 


Miller, daughter of Michael and Mary (Adams) 
Miller, and they have one daughter, Edith M. 


RALPH T. BRADBURY—In one of the many 
branches of mercantile endeavors having to do with 
the furnishing of a home Ralph JT. Bradbury holds 
a prominent position in Berks County, and with head- 
quarters in Reading is doing much for the welfare 
and progress of the people. Mr. Bradbury is a suc- 
cessful business executive, and in his own prosperity 
the municipality is directly benefited. He is a son 
of Pierce F. and Margaret J. (Ashton) Bradbury, 
his father for many years a successful merchant of 
Reading. 

Ralph T. Bradbury was born in Reading, October 
14, 1885. Receiving his early education in the public 
schools, he spent one year at high school, then entered 
Stoner’s Business College, where he gained a thorough 
preparation for the responsibilities that awaited him. 
Mr. Bradbury from boyhood has been interested in 
the enterprise of which his father was then the head, 
and from the completion of his studies, he entered the 
store. Later received into the partnership by his 
honored father, the firm name became P. F. Brad- 
bury & Son, and they went forward as dealers in 
certain lines of furnishings, including upholstering, 
bedding and the like. On July 19, 1923, the business 
was widened to include custom upholstering, the 
manufacture of bedding and window shades, also 
custom drapery work. This plant is one of the most 
sanitary and complete industries of this character in 
the State, equipped with all modern machinery and 
appliances, according to State specifications, and oper- 
ating under State permit No. 44. With an excellent 
location at No. 246 South Fifth Street, Mr. Brad- 
bury is handling large interests and going forward to 
ever greater success. Fraternally he is affliated with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; is 
a member of the local Chamber of Commerce; and 
belongs to St. Barnabas Church. 

Ralph T. Bradbury married, in Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, Julia M. Neidig, daughter of John and 
Anna J. Neidig, and they are the parents of three 
children: James -P.; Jane R.; and Marie L. The 
family residence is at No. 929 Chestnut Street, Read- 


ing. 


WILLIAM B. HELDER—A progressive figure in 
present-day advance in Reading, Pennsylvania, is Wil- 
liam B. Helder, who has won high rank in the field 
of plumbing and heating and is prominent also in 
civic and fraternal affairs. Mr. Helder takes deep 
interest in every phase of human endeavor, and is 
one of the progressive and highly esteemed citizens 
of Reading. He is a son of Elias and Sarah (Lorah) 
Helder, both now deceased, but long prominent in 
this city. 

William B. Helder was born in Reading, November 
19, 1873. Receiving his education in the public 
schools of this city, he entered business affairs at 
the age of eighteen years as an apprentice to the 
After about thirteen years of activ- 
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ity at his trade as apprentice and journeyman, Mr. 
Helder established himself in an independent business 


-jn 1904. He secured his present desirable location at 


the time, and his activities have always been at No. 
1021 North Ninth Street, where he is still conducting 
an important and ever-increasing business. His early 
success in both plumbing and heating led to his 
being called upon to execute many important con- 
tracts, and he has done the work in his field in a 
great number of the finer residential and public build- 
ings of Reading and vicinity. 

In the public affairs of the municipality Mr. Helder 
has long been interested, and in 1920 he was elected 
member of the Select Councilmen from the Thirteenth 
Ward by the Socialist Party. Fraternally he is afhli- 
ated with Reading Lodge, No. 542, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, and all other bodies of the Scottish 
Rite, up to and including Reading Consistory, in 
which he holds the thirty-second degree. He is also 
a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and is further identified 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Junior Order of United American Mechanics. He is 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, Lions Club, 
and the Marion Fire Company. 

William B. Helder married, in Reading, Laura G. 
Kline, daughter of Alexander and Mary (Goodman) 
Kline, both now deceased, her father a boat-builder 
by occupation. Mr. and Mrs. Helder have one daugh- 
ter: Rhea M., a graduate of the Dental Department 
of the University of Pennsylvania, class of 1921, and 
is practicing in Clifton Springs, New York, with her 
husband, Dr. A. B. Dusinberre. The Helder resi- 
dence is at No. 520 North Twenty-fifth Street, 
Pennside. 





ANDREW MAIER—The importance to the people 
of work accomplished by Andrew Maier of Read- 
ing can scarcely be over-estimated, for he is en- 
gaged in the production of bakery foods, specializing 
in bread. His lofty ideals and tenacity of purpose 
in ever meeting the demands of the people are 
evidenced in the modern plant and its uniform excel- 
lence of products. Mr. Maier is one of those men who 
leave no stone unturned to accomplish in the highest 
degree of perfection the work he started out to do. 
He stands among the leaders in his field in Berks 
County. He is a son of Andrew Maier, who was 
born in Wiirttemberg, Germany, and came to Amer- 
ica in 1906, settling in Reading, where he still resides, 
at the age of seventy-four years. The mother, Fred- 
ericka (Rapp) Maier, died in 1917. 

Andrew Maier was born in Wiirttemberg, Germany, 
July 12, 1876. Receiving a limited but practical edu- 
cation in the public schools of his native land, Mr. 
Maier came to America alone at the age of thirteen 
years, settling in Reading. He learned the trade of 
baker in the employ of Adolf Kessler, continuing 
with that employer until engaging in business on his 
own account. In 1908 he established his enterprise at 
No. 613 Lancaster Avenue, in Reading, and he now 
has one of the finest modern plants in this section. 
- Making a speciality of the universally popular “Amer- 
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ican Beauty Bread,” he produces this excellent loaf 
in a travelling gas oven.of the most approved type 
and construction, under the most scrupulous and rigid 
rules of sanitation. Making use only of the finest 
quality of materials, and employing the most highly 
skilled operatives, he produces a definitely superior 
article, which has been received by the people with 
thorough appreciation. He employs about forty men, 
and seven trucks and five wagons are constantly on 
the road distributing the products to the public. Mr. 
Maier is well known in fraternal circles in this section, 
being a member of Teutonia Lodge, No. 367, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and all other bodies of the 
Scottish Rite, wp to and including the Consistory, 
in which he holds the thirty-second degree. He is 
also a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; the Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon; and Reading Lodge, No. 155, Loyal 
Order of Moose. He is a Republican by political 
afaliation, and attends St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Andrew Maier married (first) Rosa Miller, daughter 
of John H. Miller, and she died in 1916. He married 
(second) Mamie L. (Himmelreich) Dunkle, widow of 
the late Willington Dunkle. Mrs. Maier has two 
children by her former marriage: Lillian and William. 





ALEXANDER WILLIAM LUCK—Heating and 
ventilating installation and jobbing command the at- 
tention of Alexander William Luck and in his field 
he is widely known, having traveled throughout all 
parts of the United States in the interest of his 
work and now holding an important position in this 
general field in Reading. An able business executive, 
always alert to the movement of the times in this 
and allied lines of endeavor, Mr. Luck has built his 
success upon ceaseless effort and excellent judgment. 
He is a son of Alexander Batthers and Susanna 
(Manning) Luck, his father a hardware merchant of 
prominence in England. 

Alexander William Luck was born in Greenwich, 
England, November 1, 1863. Receiving only a prac- 
tical education in the national schools of his native 
land, Mr. Luck early gained a working knowledge of 
various trades, including that of blacksmith, pipe- 
fitter and plumber, but from his first activity has 
given special attention to heating. For the past forty 
years he has devoted his entire time to heating and 
ventilating from the angle of the engineer and, be- 
coming a resident of the United States in 1892, he 
traveled for twenty years in the interest of special 
low-pressure steam and hot water heating systems. 
He has now for many years been a registered pro- 
fessional engineer in this field, and since 1912 has been 
at the head of the interest which he founded in Read- 
ing. This is known as the Reading Heater and 
Supply Company, and stands in the position of the 
jobber of heating equipment and supplies. The con- 
cern was later incorporated and now conducts a 
largely successful and important business. Mr. Luck’s 
energy and ability have been responsible for the de- 
velopment and success of this enterprise and he holds 
leading rank in his field in this region. Standing 
‘among the foremost business men of Reading, he is 
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a stockholder in the Neversink Bank, a member of the 
American Society of Heating and Ventilating En- 
gineers, and a member of the Reading Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Luck, as a young man, in 1879 
and 1880, served as a sailor before the mast on a 
merchant ship, plying between London and South 
Adelaide, Australia, making one trip around the world. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, of which he is Past Master, the 
Knights of the Maccabees; the American Society of 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers; and the Penn- 
sylvania Immediate Relief Association, of which he is 
president. He is a member of the Rotary Club, also 
the Masonic, Reading Country, and the Engineers’ 
clubs. His religious affiliation is with the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

Alexander William Luck married, May 6, 1896, at 
St. Paul, Minnesota, Sarah Jane Swett, daughter of 
William Charles and Sarah S. Swett. Mr. and Mrs. 
Luck have five children and eight grandchildren. 





FRANK R. REIDER—Long prominent in the 
business life of Reading, and filling a responsible posi- 
tion in a leading manufacturing plant of this city 
for many years, Frank R. Reider is a noteworthy 
figure in the progress of the city and his work has 
contributed largely to the prosperity and well-being 
of the people. He is a well known figure in fraternal 
circles, and in every phase of community advance 
lends his influence to worthy endeavor. Mr. Reider 
is a son of Daniel S. and Sarah (Leader) Reider, 
his father for thirty-four years superintendent of 
buildings in the Reading school district. 

Frank R. Reider was born in Reading, September 
16, 1879. Receiving his early education in the public 
schools, his interest was engaged by the extensive 
manufacturing activities of his native city, and as 
a young man he became identified with the Reading 
Pants Company. Remaining with this concern for 
more than seven years, Mr. Reider bore a faithful 
part in its advance, then accepted a position in the 
employ of the J. G. Leinbach Company. This was 
about 1902, and Mr. Reider, four years later, became 
foreman of a large cutting department in the plant. 
In this great interest, which is devoted to the pro- 
duction of woolen textiles for the men’s clothing 
trade, Mr. Reider has given the best years of his 
life to the responsibilities placed upon him. His 
thorough efficiency and unfailing attention to duty 
have formed vital assets in his success and he is con- 
sidered one of the really significant men of the 
industrial world of Reading today. Mr. Reider’s 
fraternal affiliations include membership in St. John’s 
Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons; and he 
is identified with all bodies of the Masonic Order, 
including the Temple Club, Tall Cedars of Lebanon, 
and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine. He is further a member of the 


Patriotic Order Sons of America, in which he was 
formerly an officer. He was district president of the 
First District of Berks County of this order for 
two years, and president of Berks County for one 
year, and a member of the Marion Fire Company. 


His religious affiliation is with the Zion Reformed 
Church. 

Frank R. Reider married, on April 29, 1903, Octavia 
Wanshop, daughter of Mahlon and Susan (Ritter) 
Wanshop, and they are the parents of four daugh- 
ters: Marion, Helen, Laura, and Jane. The family 
reside at No. 326 North Second Street, Reading. 


JAMES MILLER KALBACH—One of the fore- 
most executives of the automobile world in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, is James Miller Kalbach, who has de- 
veloped a remarkable interest in this modern and 
universally important field of commercial endeavor. 
Mr. Kalbach has the advantage of an excellent educa- 
tional preparation, and his natural ability is proving 
the foundation of large and unquestionably perma- 
nent success. He is a son of Darius Calvin and 
Emma Amanda (Miller) Kalbach, his father active in 
the production of hardwood lumber. 

James Miller (J. Miller) Kalbach was born in 
Myerstown, Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, March 
15, 1889. His education was begun in the public 
schools, and following his completion of the Reading 
High School course he entered Mercersburg Aca- 
demy, at Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, from which he 
was graduated in the class of 1909, Thereafter taking 
up a higher course at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, he was graduated from that institution in the 
class of 1913. From the beginning of his business 
career Mr. Kalbach has been active in the distribu- 
tion of automobiles and has been engaged in an 
independent business interest. He has developed this 
enterprise until he now has one of the finest show 
rooms in the city of Reading, a new building de- 
signed especially for the purpose, being a handsome 
modern structure of spacious dimensions and fitted out 
with the most approved equipment. Besides offices 
and show rooms he has large facilities for storage 
and a thoroughly modern and complete garage. He 
handles the Nash and Franklin cars, and is con- 
sidered one of the noteworthy executives of the day 
in automobile circles in Pennsylvania. Mr. Kalbach 
is a member of the Delta Kappa Chapter, the Delta 
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity; of the Rotary Club, of 
which he was president during 1922 and 1923; the 
Wyomissing, the Berkshire Country, and the Reading 
Country clubs, and the Delta Kappa Epsilon Alumni 
Club of New York. His religious affiliation is with 
Christ Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Kalbach married, June 17, 1914, at Ventnor, 
New Jersey, Marguerite Allen, daughter of George 
E. and Jeannie Allen. Mr. and Mrs. Kalbach are the 
parents of two children: James Miller, Jr., and Helen 
Marguerite. 


OTTO L. BACHMAN--The activities in which 
Otto L. Bachman, of Reading, is engaged, include a 
great variety of ornamental iron work, and his plant, 
which is located at No. 42 Moss Street, is an interest- 
ing, as well as prosperous, enterprise. Mr. Bachman 
has been a resident of Reading for some thirteen 
years, and for nearly twenty years has been active 
in industrial affairs in America. A native of Germany, 
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he is a son of Otto and Julia (Frantz) Bachman, 
his father active as a carpenter in Germany, but his 
mother now deceased. 

Otto L. Bachman was born in Karlsruhe, Baden, 
Germany, February 15, 1887. His education was 
received in the national schools of his native country, 
and coming to America at the age of cighteen years, 
Mr. Bachman identified himself with the same gen- 
eral line of activity in which he is now engaged. 
Coming to Reading in 1911, he entered the employ of 
the Remppis Iron Works, then was successively iden- | 
tified with the Kiefe Iron Works, the Textile Machine 
Works, and the Eisenlolir Brothers, the last-men- 
tioned concern being manufacturers of cigars with 
machinery. In 1921 Mr. Bachman engaged in the 
ornamental iron work business in an independent 
way and quickly developed an interest of considerable 
importance. In 1922, desiring to bring into the 
organization an associate of ability and progressive 
spirit, he incorporated the interest, John W. Jackson 
becoming president, and Mr. Bachman, treasurer, 
Wilbur Dowd acting as vice-president and secretary. 
The concern has developed to one of large importance, 
and their products are widely sought in the trade for 
their excellent workmanship and distinctive design. 
Mr. Bachman’s time and energies are largely devoted 
to his work, and in political affairs he holds an 
independent position. He is a member of the Read- 
ing Liederkranz, the Bavarian Society, and the Ger- 
man Benefit Union. 

Otto L. Bachman married, June 11, 1912, Anna 
Baier, daughter of Joseph and Elisabeth Baier.’ Mr. 
and Mrs. Bachman are the parents of four children: 
Julia, Otto, Karl, and Gloria. 





SAMUEL W. REIFF—As secretary, treasurer and 
sales manager of the important firm known under 
the title of the J. G. Leinbach Company, Samuel 
W. Reiff holds a prominent and far-reaching position 
in the business world of Berks County. His useiul- 
ness as a business executive brings his name into wide 
note, and in Mr. Reiff’s constructive endeavors the 
concern has long realized large benefit. A practical 
man of excellent training and forward-looking spirit, 
Mr. Reiff has now been identified with the concern 
for forty years and more, his long service thus link- 
ing his name with every phase of the company’s 
progress. Mr. Reiff is a son of Isaac H. Reiff, 
who was born March 20, 1820, in Oley Township, 
and was active as a farmer throughout his life- 
time. The mother, Catharine (Weidner) Reiff, was 
born March 29, 1823, in the same township, and both 
are now long since deceased. They were honored 
figures in a generation now gone by. 

Samuel W. Reiff was born in Oley Township, 
September 12, 1857. His education was begun in the 
public schools of his native community, and later 
attending Oley Academy, he spent the early years of 
his career in teaching school, in fact, it was at the 
early age of seventeen years that he began. He 
taught at Links School, in Ruscombmanor Township, 
for two terms, then one term at Guildin’s School, 
in Oley Township, and three terms in Reiff’s School, 


in the same township. He worked very hard on the 
farm for twenty-three years, at the same time teach- 
ing part of the time. At the age of twenty-three 
years, Mr. Reiff came to Reading and accepted a 
position as assistant bookkeeper with the Mellert 
Foundry and Machine Company. There he was active 
for about three years, after which, in 1884, he ac- 
cepted a similiar position with the J. G. Leinbach 
Company, continuing in the capacity of bookkeeper 
until the incorporation of the concern in September, 
1903. Mr: Reiff was then elected to his present 
offices as secretary and treasurer. He was also made 
a member of the board of directors of the concern 
and sales manager of the business. His success in 
his active participation in the progress of the con- 
cern has given his work noteworthy importance to 
the enterprise and also to the community, for in 
meeting the responsibilities which have been placed 
in his hands, he has definitely promoted the growth 
of the business and extended its scope, thus making 
the activities of the concern of ever wider importance 
to the people. Mr. Reiff finds his principal interest 
in his business affairs, and although in sympathy 
with every forward movement or effort, he has never 
borne a leading part in public activities. He has few 
affiliations outside his business, but has for many 
years been interested in the game of quoits, holding 
membership in the Reading Quoiting Association. Mr. 
Reiff attends the Zion Reformed Church of Reading. 

Samuel W. Reiff married, in Oley Township, on 
November 17, 1883, Esther H. Snyder, daughter of 
Jackson Snyder, who resides near Limekiln, Penn- 
sylvania, and they are the parents of two daughters: 
Laura S., born May 7, 1885; and Etta S., born De- 
cember 22, 1887. The Reiff family residence is at 
No. 404 North Fifth Street, Reading. 





HENRY R. JOHNSTON—With the large natural 
ability and the tireless industry of the man capable 
of big things, Henry R. Johnston, of Reading, has 
placed his name among those of outstanding import- 
ance to the business world, and in a special and 
modern line of commercial activity has won a note- 
worthy position. Always alert to the movement 
of the times, Mr. Johnston has reached a position of 
assured success along somewhat out of the ordinary 
lines. He is a son of William H. and Jane A. (Bell) 
Johnston, his father long prominent in Reading as 
the proprietor of a leading hotel. 

Henry R. Johnston was born in Reading, January 
29, 1885. Receiving his early education in the local 
public schools, he was graduated from the Reading 
High School in the class of 1904 and shortly there- 
after entered the employ of A. J. Geiger, a well 
known shoe dealer of this city. Continuing with the 
Geiger interests until 1912, Mr. Johnston then struck 
out for himself in another line of business endeavor. 
This was the sign painting business, and beginning in 
the more formal and conventional branches of this 
work, Mr. Johnston broadened the scope of his activ- 
ities year by year and has now for a considerable 
time been a leading figure in sign painting and out- 
door advertising in Eastern Pennsylvania, under the 
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firm name of Hen. Johnston, The originality and 
artistic taste which are evident in his work give it 
more than passing value and he is steadily being 
sought by larger interests and by a greater number 
of clients. He has done much for the promotion of 
commercial affairs and their advance and he is now 
considered one of the foremost men in his chosen 
field of endeavor. He has few interests not more or 
less closely in line with his work, but is fraternally 
affiliated with all Masonic bodies, and also is a mem- 
ber of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine, the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, 
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He is a member of the Penn Wheelman, the Rotary, 
the Reading Automobile and the Wyomissing clubs. 
His religious affiliation is with St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church. 

Henry R. Johnston married, January 16, 1917, at 
Reading, Jennie Kline, daughter of Calvin and Mary 
Kline. The family residence is at No. 125014 Perk- 
jiomen Avenue, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM J. ROURKE—In the passing of William 
J. Rourke, on August 1, 1918, the progress of legal ad- 
vance in Berks County, Pennsylvania, lost a representative 
figure, whose distinguished achievements and eminent use- 
fulness had carried his name to outstanding importance 
in his time. The work which was accomplished by this 
brilliant and forward-looking lawyer, both in his private 
practice and in his public service, carried his name to fore- 
most rank in the profession, while as a man and a citizen 
he enjoyed the respect and esteem of all with whom he 
came in touch. His life was one of worthy activity of 
ever wider scope, his tireless endeavors reaching ever out- 
ward and forward to new and nobler avenues of useful- 
ness. Son of Irish parents, and gifted with those qualities 
of heart and mind which are representative of the highest 
type of Irish humor and geniality, Mr. Rourke was a 
powerful ally in any legal contest and a dreaded adversary. 
His loss was keenly felt by his countless friends, and his 
name is fittingly inscribed on these records of advance in 
Berks County. 

William J. Rourke was born in Reading, September 15 
1859, and was a son of John R. and Grace (McAnulty) 
Rourke, both natives of Ireland, who came to America in 
1851. They located in Reading, where he was active as a 
mill worker and became a respected citizen of this munici- 
pality. Both John Rourke and his wife are buried in 
Gethsemane Cemetery, having been members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

As a young lad, William J. Rourke attended the public 
schools of Reading, and his graduation from high school 
occurred June 24, 1876. He later attended Lafayette Col- 
lege, and for some time was active as clerk in a drug store, 
thereby aiding in the financing of his higher education. 
On May 8, 1877, he took up the study of law, under the 
preceptorship of the late Peter D. Wanner, and was 
eventually admitted to the bar in Berks County, Novem- 
ber 22, 1880. Beginning practice in Reading, Mr. Rourke 
specialized in civic and municipal law, and on February 23, 
1885, was elected city solicitor of Reading. For a full 
decade he served in this largely responsible office, then in 
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1897 was again elected to the same office. His service in 
this connection was of more than passing moment to the 
civic body, for his loyalty to duty was the means of his 
protecting the city from many frauds and unjust claims, 
The economic security of the people was well safeguarded 
in his faithful activity, and in his death they suffered a 
great and permanent loss, 

Nor was this the only public service which stands to 
the credit of Mr. Rourke. Always a loyal Democrat, he 
served the party at city, county and State conventions, and 
from 1890 to 1893 was active as assistant district attorney 
under Oscar Miller. Mr. Rourke built up a wide end pros- 
perous practice, and throughout his entire career made his 
home on Perkiomen Avenue, in Reading. Afiiliated with 
Mt. Penn Council, Royal Arcanum, he was a devout mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church, and he now rests in 
Gethsemane Cemetery. 

William J. Rourke married, October 25, 1884, Elizabeth 
Yocum, who was born in Reading, and is a daughter of 
Nicholas S. and Hannah (Wenrich) Yocum, and a de- 


scendant of an old historic family of Reading. Mrs. 
Kourke is a member of the Lutheran Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rourke were the parents of three children: 1. Grace, 


born July 27, 1885, wife of John S. Farrington, who re- 
sides in New York City. 2. William J., born January 27, 
1888. 3. Helen, born March 14, 1893, wife of Robert 
Kerper, and they reside in Reading. 


J. ELLIS KURTZ, M. D.—The name of Kurtz has 
for many years been a leading one in medical advance in 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, and as a prominent repre- 
sentative of this family in the present day Dr. J. Ellis 
Kurtz is a noteworthy figure. He has now for forty-four 
years been active in the practice of medicine in Reading 
and has won wide repute as a successful specialist in the 
eye, ear, nose and throat. Dr. Samuel L. Kurtz, Dr. 
Kurtz’s father, was descended from a noted family of 
Darmstadt, Germany, which came to America as early as 
1727 and followed farming interests in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. He was one of the foremost physicians of 
Reading a generation ago and until his death, at an ad- 
vanced age, was held in the highest esteem, both by the 
profession and among the laity. He married Sarah Mor- 
gan, daughter of John Morgan, and a descendent of an 
ancient family of Wales, transplanted to America in 1661. 
John Morgan was a largely prosperous farmer of Phoenix- 
ville, Chester County, Pennsylvania, his real estate hold- 
ings comprising the entire acreage upon which the Village 
of Phoenixville now stands. Dr. Samuel L. and Sarah 
(Morgan) Kurtz were the parents of three children: 1. 
Clarence Morgan, a distinguished physician of Reading. 
2. Georgine, wife of Nicholas Muhlenberg, a noted chem- 
ist. 3. J. Ellis, whose name entitles this review. 

J. Ellis Kurtz was born at Oakland Mills, Juaniata 
County, Pennsylvania, October 15, 1856. His education 
was begun in the public schools, and following his gradu- 
ation from Reading High School, he attended Trinity Col- 
lege at Hartford, Connecticut, his graduation occurring in 
the class of 1877. At that time he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, and later the same institution conferred 
upon his the degree of Master of Arts. Taking up his 
professional preparations at Jefferson Medical College in 
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Philadelphia, he was graduated from that institution on 
March 13, 1880. Very shortly, thereafter, Dr. Kurtz took 
up his professional activities in Reading and his success 
seemed assured from the first. He early gained 4 footing 
in his chosen field of endeavor, and with the passing of the 
years, although he at first followed general lines of prac- 
tice, his success in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat 
became widely known. Making a special study of these 
organs and devoting much time to research work in this 
connection, Dr. Kurtz became a famous specialist and is 
now widely recognized in this general field. He is a mem- 
ber of the American Medical Association, the Pennsylvania 
State Medical Society, the Berks County Medical Society, 
and the Reading Medical Society, and has many times 
been sent from the lesser bodies as delegate to conventions 
of the State and National organizations. 

Dr. Kurtz married, October 3, 1888, Mary E. Shoe- 
maker, daughter of Dr. Charles E. Shoemaker, another 
noteworthy Reading physician, whose comparatively early 
death, in 1890, removed from the city a man of proven 
worth and great promise. Dr. and Mrs. Kurtz have two 
daughters: Georgine, and Francina. 





HANNS G. ALTNER was born in Germany, but 
came to this country at the age of six years. He is the 
son of Gustave and Marie Altner, both parents deceased, 
his father being prominently known as the owner of a 
large brass and iron foundry at Leipzig, Germany, before 
his death. After having attended the grammar school at 
New York City, Hanns G. Altner returned to his native 
country and entered the high school at Leipzig. Here- 
after he entered business life and had a thorough com- 
mercial and technical training in one of the leading textile 
plants of Germany. To complete his education, he gradu- 
ated from the Textile College at Crefeld, Germany. After 
spending a few years in Great Britain, France and Switzer- 
land and gaining a broad experience in the manufacturing 
methods of these countries, he returned to the United 
States and held important positions with leading firms in 
the silk and hosiery line in different States. Mr. Altner’s 
capacity lies in the inspection and testing of silk, wool and 
cotton yarns, doing research work along these lines and 
mill production. He came to Reading in 1918 and for the 
past two years has held the. position of silk and yarn con- 
troller for the F. Y. Kitzmiller Sons Company, nation-wide 
known manufacturers of the famous Notaseme Brand 
Hosiery. ; 

Mr. Altner married Adele Kayser, daughter of Joseph 
and Amalia Kayser, her father now deceased, but formerly 
active as professor of the high school at Crefeld, Germany. 
The mother of Mrs. Altner is still living and resides in 
Reading. Mr. Altner has few affiliations with organized 
advance, but is a member of Anchor Lodge, No. 729, Free 
and Accepted Masons, New York City, and a member of 
the Lutheran Church. Besides English and German, Mr. 
Altner speaks French fluently, and also masters the Span- 
ish language in reading and writing. He is an active mem- 
ber of the Historical Society of Berks County. 


LEO J. SONDHEIM—In one of the important and 
wide-reaching commercial interests of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, Leo J. Sondheim holds an outstanding position, and 


as a member of the firm of Jonas Sondheim’s Sons, his 
standing in local business circles is of the highest. Mr. 
Sondheim is affiliated with many branches of organized 
advance, and his endeavors in all count in an eminently 
constructive way for the benefit and prosperity of the 
people. His large success has won him the appreciation 
and admiration of the community in general and he is 
acknowledged as one of the foremost citizens of Reading 
He is a descendent of an honored German family, and 
both his parents are natives of Germany. 

Jonas Sondheim, Mr. Sondheim’s father and the founder 
of the present business, was born in Bayern, Germany, 
February 14, 1849, and died in Reading, January 14, 1921. 
He came to America at the age of fourteen years and with- 
out friends or influence won an important position in the 
business world of Pennsylvania. Locating at Mauch 
Chunk, he established himself in business there when still 
a youth, and as he came to the age of maturity, he became 
one of the leading figures in the community. From 1904 
to 1908 he served in the Borough Council of Mauch Chunk, 
also as chief burgess of that community. Removing to 
Reading in 1908, he soon became a noteworthy figure in 
this city, and from 1910 until 1920 he served as trustee 
and treasurer of the Reform Temple Oheb Scholom. He 
married Sophia Stein, daughter of and Caro- 
line Stein, born in Bayern, Germany, January 24, 1851, 
and died in Reading, August 26, 1914. The Stein family 
is also one of importance and note in Germany. Jonas 
and Sophia (Stein) Sondheim were the parents of four 
sons, all born in Mauch Chunk: 1. Leo J., of further 
mention. 2, Harry J., born June 24, 1878, an attorney of 
New York City. 3. Sam J., born July 4, 1880, associated 
with Leo J. Sondheim in business. 4. Dr. Sidney J., of 
Reading, born July 3, 1884. 

Leo J. Sondheim was born in Mauch Chunk, September 
22, 1875. His education was received in the local public 
schools and he also attended Mauch Chunk High School. 
His first business experience was in mercantile interests, in 
the employ of his father, in Mauch Chunk, and entering 
the store at the age of sixteen years, he became early 
active in responsible positions. At the age of twenty-one 
years, Mr. Sondheim took over the interest in association 
with his brother, Sam J. Sondheim, and his father retired 
in a measure from the activities of the interest. The elder 
Mr. Sondheim, however, always kept in close touch with 
the progress of the business, and until his death his sons 
frequently sought him for counsel and for the value of 
his ripened judgment. In 1906 Leo J. Sondheim purchased 
the spacious building at No. 700 Penn Street, in Reading, 
to which place he moved the business, and from that time 
forward until the present day the interest has been con- 
ducted under the name of Jonas Sondheim’s Sons at that 
excellent location. From the beginning the younger gen- 
eration has maintained the same lofty principles upon which 
their father originally built the enterprise, and they take 
the sincerest pride in the unquestioned standing of the firm 
name among cotemporary business houses in this section. 
Among the people their never-failing attitude of courteous 
attention to every necd is the greatest force in their suc- 
cess, and their policy of excellent merchandise at reasonable 
prices maintains their eminence in their field. Mr. Sond- 
heim, as the leading figure of this organization, was affii- 
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ated with the world of finance as a director of the Com- 
mercial Trust Company until its consolidation with the 
Reading National Bank. Fraternally he is affiliated with 
Reading Lodge, No. 549, Free and Accepted Masons; Key- 
stone Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Reading Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; 
the Tall Cedars of Lebanon; the Loyal Order of Moose; 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles; and he was a director of 
the Chamber of Commerce; president of the Reform Tem- 
ple Oheb Scholom for nine years, and during his term was 
instrumental in the building of the beautiful new temple 
situated at Perkiomen Avenue and Chestnut Street. Mr. 
Sondheim is also a member of the Historical Society and 
Mt. Olympic Club. His religious affiliation is with the 
Reform Congregation of Oheb Sholom. 

Leo J. Sondheim married, October 8, 1903, at Pottstown, 
Edith Weitzenkorn, who was born in Pottstown, July 29, 
1880, and is a daughter of Abraham and Hannah Weitzen- 
korn, her father a merchant. Mr. and Mrs. Sondheim are 
the parents of two children: 1. Rita W., born October 26, 
1906, a graduate of Reading High School, class of 1924, 
now attending Goucher College, at Baltimore. 2. Sophia 
Claire, born March 4, 1908, a member of the class of 
1925, Reading High School, who is purposing to enter 
Wellesley College upon her graduation. 


FRED HAIN LUDW1IG—Prominent in the business 
life of Reading, Pennsylvania, Fred Hain Ludwig has for 
many years been identified with the Merritt interests and 
his activities have done much to advance the progress of 
the concern. He has now for upwards of eight years held 
official responsibility in the organization, and with his 
various affiliations in social and club circles he stands 
among the thoroughly representative men of the day in 
Reading. Mr. Ludwig is a son of William K. and Mary 
(Hain) Ludwig, his father a manager of a hardware store. 

Fred Hain Ludwig was born in Bellefonte, Center 
County, Pennsylvania, November 6, 1888. His education 
was begun in the public schools of Wernersville, Pennsyl- 
vania, and later attending the Inter-State Commercial 
College, of Reading, he was graduated from that institu- 
tion in the class of 1906, and at once became associated 
with the firm of Merritt Brothers, retail lumber dealers. 
During the succeeding years Mr. Ludwig supplemented his 
early education by courses at the Wharton Extension School 
of the University of Pennsylvania, thereby broadly increas- 
ing his efficiency in his work. Continuing with the firm of 
Merritt Brothers, permanently, Mr. Ludwig was elected to 
official positions upon the incorporation of the interest 
which followed the death of Thomas P. Merritt, in De- 
cember, 1916. He has since been active as secretary and 
treasurer of the concern as well as general manager of the 
business. With headquarters at the corner of Fourth and 
Spruce streets, in the city of Reading, this concern is one 
of the old established enterprises in its field and consists 
of: Mrs. Thomas P. Merritt, president; Jefferson Snyder, 
vice-president; Fred H. Ludwig, secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Ludwig has for a number of years been active as a 
director of the Reading Industrial Loan and Thrift Com- 
pany, and his prominence in the borough of Wernersville 
led to his election as burgess of that borough, in which 


office he served for three years and eleven months. Fra- 
ternally he is affiliated with Williamson Lodge, No. 307, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Womelsdorf; Reading Con- 
sistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and 
the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, of Reading. Mr. Ludwig is 
further identified as a member of the local Chamber of 
Commerce; is president of the Visiting Nurse Association; 
and well known in club circles, holding membership in the 
Wyomissing Club, Berkshire Country Club, Reading Coun- 
try Club, Rotary Club, and the Old Colony Club of Amer- 
ica, all of Reading. He attends the Calvary Reformed 
Church, of Reading. 

Fred Hain Ludwig married, in Womelsdorf, Pennsyl- 
vania, June 21, 1917, Irene Rae Fidler, daughter of John 
I. and Katherine (Good) Fidler, and they are the parents 
of two children: 1. Jane, born January 7, 1919. 2. 
Thomas Merritt, born August 12, 1922. The Ludwig resi- 
dence is at No. 1440 Reading Boulevard, Wyomissing. 


WILLIAM J. CLUMP, as president of the Bee-Hive 
Laundry Company, of Reading, Pennsylvania, holds a 
largely prominent position in Berks County, and his work 
is contributing in a marked degree to the welfare and 
health of the people. He has developed the present interest 
to large importance, and in his meeting of this constantly 
recurring nced of the people his participation in the ad- 
vance of the day is definitely useful. 

The Bee-Hive Laundry Company. was incorporated in 
October, 1918, by the present associates: William J. Clump 
became president; Joseph B. Pfeifer, vice-president; Wil- 
liam G. Knapp, treasurer; and H. J. Ischembrennen, sec- 
retary. First located at No. 737 North Tenth Street, the 
concern purchased the Reading Laundry from Ellis 
Brothers on September 11, 1922, then, to provide a suitable 
plant for the combined interest, they erected a modern 
laundry structure, especially designed to meet their own 
needs and of the most approved daylight construction. 
The new plant is 100x150 feet in ground dimensions, and 
one story in height, and is located at Nos. 1320-50 Moss 
Street. The concern maintains seven motor delivery 
wagons, and the plant is fitted up with the most up-to-date 
machinery. The building is fire-proof, and about fifty 
people are employed. As the head and chief executive of 
this concern, Mr. Clump commands the esteem and con- 
fidence of his cotemporaries in his field and with all who 
are connected in his work. 


WALTER G. MAST—An outstanding financial ex- 
ecutive of the younger group is Walter G. Mast, whose 
work has been definitely recognized for a number of years 
and whose present responsibility as cashier of the Reading 
National Bank places him among the foremost men in his 
field. Mr. Mast has risen from the bottom of the ladder 
and his friends are confident that he will go far and high 
in his chosen field. Mr. Mast is a son of Alfred H. and 
Alice M. (Kurtz) Mast, his father now deceased but the 
mother still living. 

Walter G. Mast was born in Elverson, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, May 15, 1897. Following his elementary 
‘studies, which were received in the public and high schools 
6f his native place, he attended the McCann School of 
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Business. After the completion of his studies Mr. Mast 
entered the employ of the Reading National Bank, in 1914, 
in the capacity of general clerk. Giving to every duty the 
constructive and faithful attention which count for de- 
pendability, Mr. Mast was gradually advanced through the 
various positions and departments of the institution until 
he was elected cashier of this important bank on July 29, 
1924. During his previous activities he had served as the 
head of the discount department, also as manager of the 
foreign exchange department for a number of years; thus 
his promotion to his present responsibility was brought 
about through his demonstrated qualities of faithfulness 
and judgment so vitally needed in duties of this nature. 
Mr. Mast has few affiliations except of a business nature, 
but is a member of the Reading Chamber of Commerce. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with Howell Lodge, Free and 
Accepted Masons; and the various bodies of the Masonic 
Order up to and including Reading Consistory; also is a 
member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He attends St. Peter’s Methodist 
Church, of Reading. 

Walter G. Mast married, in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, 
September 12, 1923, Frances E. Kerr, daughter of George 
S. and Mary R. (Compton) Kerr. Mr. and Mrs. Mast 
are the parents of one daughter: Dorothy K., born June 
26, 1924, 


CHARLES SNYDER ADAMS—Devoting his at- 
tention to a vitally important branch of present day 
advance, Charles Snyder Adams holds an outstanding 


position in Berks County as county agricultural agent, | 


an office which he has ably filled for ten years. Mr. 
Adams devotes his attention wholly to his work in 
the interest of agricultural advance, and with his 
excellent training and large natural ability, the people 
of rural Berks County are realizing definite and 
permanent benefit. Mr. Adams is a son of Albert 
Hartman and Deborah (Tobias) Adams, his father 
active as a dairyman and farmer of Exeter Township 
until his death, and one of the highly honored resi- 
dents of that community. 

Charles Snyder Adams was born in Jacksonwald, 
Exeter Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, Octo- 
ber 30, 1888. Receiving his early education in the 
local public schools, he later attended Perkiomen 
Seminary, of Pennsburg, from which he was grad- 
uated in the class of 1910. Meanwhile, during the 
years 1906-1910, Mr. Adams taught school and thus 
financing his higher education he attended Pennsyl- 
vania State College. His graduation from this insti- 
tution occurred in the class of 1914, and he received 
the degree of Bachelor of Science in agriculture. 
Shortly following his graduation, Mr. Adams ac- 
cepted the position of agricultural agent of Berks 
County, and in this significant and largely responsible 
office he is still active. The work carried forward 
under organizations of this general type is too widely 
known in the present day to require detailed explana- 
tion or description. But the work which Mr. Adams 
has accomplished in the practice of agriculture in 
Berks County is a record of high achievement in this 
worthy cause. He is afhliated with other branches of 


present day interest as a director of the Mt. Penn 
Trust Company, of which he is also secretary. Fra- 
ternally he is identified with Washington Camp, No. 
230, Patriotic Order Sons of America, of which he 
is Past President, the Alpha Gamma Rho Agri- 
cultural Fraternity, Patrons of Husbandry, Chamber 
of Commerce, the Scabbard and Blade, a National 
College Cadet Military Organization, the Reading 
Country Club, and the Rotary Club. 

Charles Snyder Adams married, at Esterly, No- 
vember 24, 1915, Annie R. Brumbach, daughter of 
George Washington and Fietta Margaret (Rohrbach) 
Brumbach, and they have four children: Margaret 
Louise, born September 13, 1916; Robert Brumbach, 
born January 3, 1918; Julia Anna, born April 5, 1920; 
and Charles, born August 3, 1922. 


ERNST EPP—A life of the broadest significance to 
the people of Reading, Pennsylvania, was that of Ermst 
Epp, who was a resident of this city from the age of fifteen 
years until, in his zealous care for the safety of the men 
in his employ, he lost his life. Gifted with large business 
ability, a leader of men, both in the occupation of daily 
life and in the higher and nobler sense of spiritual example, 
Mr. Epp was such a man as is all too rarely given to the 
world. Early becoming interested in building affairs, his 
achievements meant much to the people of Reading and 
vicinity, and some of the finest business and sacred edifices, 
as well as memorial piles, now stand to honor his name. 
His entire career was marked by steady progress, faithful 
endeavor, and lofty ideals ever expressed in tangible form. 
His memory is cherished in Reading for his true greatness 
and his unfailing helpfulness of spirit toward all. Mr. Epp 
was a son of John and Anna Marie (Brooker) Epp, both 
natives of Schopp-Rheinphaltz, Bavaria, Germany, and 
both deceased and interred in their native soil. The father 
operated a stone quarry in Germany throughout his life- 
time. 

Ernst Epp was born at Schopp-Rheinphaltz, Bavaria, 
Germany, January 12, 1869, and met his death, by acci- 
dent, in Reading, September 8, 1911. His elementary edu- 
cation was received in his native land, and coming to 
America as a lad of fifteen years, Mr. Epp settled at once 
in Reading, where his elder brother had preceded him. 
His first employment was in the capacity of a baker’s boy, 
but being broadly appreciative of the importance of edu- 
cation, he took great pains to improve himself, both by 
night school study and personal reading. Throughout his 
entire career he kept in touch not only with technical read- 
ing matter relating to his work, but with the best literature 
and current affairs, and, wholly self-achieved, he became 
a brilliantly educated man. Following his first position in 
a baker shop, Mr. Epp secured work in a lock factory, then 
learned the stone-cutter’s trade. Practicing the most rigid 
thrift and economy, Mr. Epp managed to lay aside from 
his meagre earnings enough capital to start in the stone- 
cutting business, at the age of twenty-one years. Joining 
forces with a partner, he went forward under the title of 
Epp & Newmoyer, with headquarters at the corner of 
Eighth and Green streets. The partnership enduring for 
seven years, Mr. Epp then bought out Mr. Newmoyer and 
continued independently. He later bought a larger and 
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more desirable property on Spring Street and there de- 
veloped what might well be called a model interest of its 
kind. His work followed the same general line of stone- 
cutting, and some of the finest specimens of granite now 
appearing in architectural achievement in this section came 
from his plant. The best of conditions always prevailed 
in the granite works, of which Mr. Epp was the owner and 
head, his persona) interest in every employee having been 
frequently expressed and always evident. His spirit of self- 
sacrifice in case of need was demonstrated in his last act, 
for it was in safeguarding the welfare and lives of his men 
that he met his own end. Going up sixty feet to place 
ball-bearings on his new derrick, one of the largest of that 
time, he fell that distance from the arm of the derrick and 
death resulied shortly afterward. This sad accident re- 
moved from Reading one of the most noteworthy and 
estimable men of his day, yet all who knew the man were 
aware that had he known the outcome, he would have 
chosen to take the risk, rather than permit any member 
of his force to court danger. Indeed, he realized the possi- 
bilities of danger in scaling the derrick, and his passing 
was that of the high and noble spirit which makes sacrifice 
for his fellow-men. 

In the very being of the city of Reading and in many 
parts of its suburbs, beautiful, substantial and dignified 
structures stand as memorials to this great-hearted, high- 
minded man. He built in whole, or in part, St. Peter’s 
Roman Catholic Church, one of the finest Catholic churches 
in the State, all granite; the Boys’ High School, in Read- 
ing; the Alsace and Reformed Lutheran churches, at Hyde 
Park, both representative of advanced structural beauty 
and stability; the Bernharts, Hampden and Maiden Creek 
reservoirs in Reading; the Penn National Bank, the Shen- 
andoah Bank at Shenandoah, Pennsylvania; the Colonial 
Trust Company; Whitner’s Store, and very many fronts 
of private dwellings, also hundreds of memorial monu- 
ments and a number of fine mausoleums. His last unit of 
service wes the drawing of plans for the splendid Heizman 
Mausoleum in Gethsemane Cemetery, which is one of, if 
not the largest, in Reading, and Mr. Epp drew the plans, 
personally, for all of his work. The progress of the enter- 
prise is now supervised by the estate. Mr. Epp’s time was 
almost wholly devoted to business and it was very rare 
indeed that he took even a few hours’ leisure. He was a 
member of the Lakeview Country Club, then one of the 
foremost clubs of its day in Berks County. His religious 
affiliation was with St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church. 

Ernst Epp was married, January 10, 1888, at Reading, 
in St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, by the late Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Borneman, to Mary A. Zentgraf, daughter of 
Michael and Margaret Zentgraf, who came to this country 
at the age of thirteen years with her parents, whose father 
was the owner of a large vineyard, which was confiscated 
during the Prussian War. Mr. and Mrs. Epp were the 
parents of six children: 1. Agnes E., wife of Raymond 
Ganter, who is in the cigar business in Reading. 2. Ed- 
mund B., secretary, treasurer and manager of the Epp 
Granite Works. 3. Herman, associated with the Epp 
Granite Works. 4. Erna Marie, at home. 5. George, with 
the Epp Granite Works. 6. Angela, at home. The family 
residence is at No. 916 Washington Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 


JOHN HENRY GREIM—Ffor nearly twenty years 
John Henry Greim, of Reading, Pennsylvania, has been 
at the head of an important manufacturing interest allied 
with the printing and stationery business. His work is of 
definite and wide-reaching importance, meeting an ever 
insistent and constantly growing need, and in the large 
efficiency which he gives to his efforts he has won an 
outstanding position in the business progress. Mr. Greim 
has other interests of importance and is a writer of note. 
He is a son of Benjamin Hemmelberger and Caroline 
(Ziebach) Greim, his father a tanner by trade and a native 
of Bernville, in this county. Benjamin H. Greim has 
worked at his trade in Mohrsville, Reading and Womels- 
dorf, as well as in his native place, and was an expert in 
his field. The family has been in this country for many 
years, Benjamin H. Greim being of the third generation in 
America, the line originating in Germany. It was first 
established on this side of the Atlantic in Pennsylvania, 
and has always remained in this part of the State. The 
Ziebach line has been even longer established in this coun- 
try, Mrs. Benjamin H. Greim being the fourth generation 
from the pioneer who came from Switzerland. They were 
the parents of the following children: 1. Charles William, 
of Pennhurst. 2. Lewis Calvin, of Reading. 3. Clara 
Amelia, wife of Lynton Roland, of Reading. 4. Harry 
Adam, of Oley. 5. Edwin Luther, of Norristown. 6. John 
Henry, the subject of this review. 7. Howard Milton, also 
of Norristown. 

John Henry Greim was born in Mohrsville, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, November 22, 1879. Attending 
first the public schools of Reading, he was graduated from 
the Reading Night High School in 1905. His first experi- 
ence in the business world was in the printing trade, as 
pressman, in the employ of his elder brother, Harry A., 
who had bought the Reading Rubber Stamp Works, and 
together the brothers went forward for several years. John 
H. then purchased the interest from his brother, in Sep- 
tember, 1905, and from that time until the present he has 
carried the business forward independently. He has de- 
veloped it extensively both as to style and character of 
its products and as to the scope reached in distribution. 
The plant manufactures all kinds of high-grade rubber 
stamps; and deals in a full line of rubber stamp supplies, 
numbering machines, etc. Mr. Greim keeps in close touch 
with the movement of the times in his realm, and is a 
leader in the bringing out of new and convenient devices. 
Mr. Greim’s leisure interests are somewhat in line with his 
business affairs, for he is gifted with literary ability and 
has written much on philosophical topics, and his articles 
have received publication in prominent periodicals, where 
they have attracted wide attention. The following article, 
“Wars a Part of Nature,” was written by Mr. Greim for 
the “Stamp Trade News” in 1917: 


Someone has said, ‘‘One formidable truth history iter- 
ates and reiterates. The evolution of nature is accom- 
plished by revolutions and that of humanity by wars. 
Seen from afar in time the line of progress is clearly 
defined. Seen in closer detail it is neither orderly nor 
regular—it is progress to be sure, but progress by shocks 
and violence. Always the shock and violence, but always 
the forward thrust of progress.’’ 

The war in Europe is causing untold sufferings and 
hardships to the inhabitants, both nationally and _ indi- 
vidually. We being so distant from the conflict do not 
realize the destruction, wastefulness and great slaughter, 
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yet we mourn the widespread collision. As the years roll 
on we will be able to get a more complete and compre- 
hensive view of the matter. And as we get a truer per- 
spective we will better understand this mighty struggle 
and see it as a regenerative process. ‘The times of change 
are times of cruelties, but the results are good. Look- 
ing back at the American revolution we can see our indé- 
pendence unobstructed, for the war’s accompanying de- 
yastations and agonies have now faded to their proper 
proportions. 

Wear and tear (or destruction) is as much a part of 
nature as is building up (or construction). Both forces 
are continually at work. Seldom are they st an_ exact 
equilibrium or just evenly balancing each other. Usually 
the one or the other is in the ascendency, and occasion- 
ally to a very extreme degree. These opposites are con- 
tinually active, and we see them at work everywhere, 
afar as well as round about us. 

We live because of the constant wear and renewal of 
the bodily tissues. During youth the constructive energy 
exceeds the destructive, hence there is growth. Later on 
in life the tearing down process becomes greater than the 
building up, and then the body degenerates and finally 
dies. This is but paradigmatic of the workings of nature, 
for '‘God works in general, not partial, laws.’’ 

This old globe of ours has undergone gigantic seismic, 
voleanic, aquatic and climatic disturbances before it was 
habitable. Like cells in our bodies, races came and van- 
ished, making way for others. And the same thing is 
still going on. 

Just as there is a purpose in nature for every plant, 
insect and creature, just so in the economy of civilization 
there is a purpose for this war. Wars, too, have their 
silver linings. But with our meagre knowledge and 
shortsightedness, being unable to look far into the future, 
we lament the great sacrifice of human and animal life 
and the horrors and sufferings of the war, and attribute 
the fighting to the avariciousness of man, and believe the 
war could have been averted. But, as effect follows 
cause, the war was as inevitable as are earthquakes, vol- 
canic eruptions or that night follows day. 

If we were as thoroughly versed in the laws of the 
whole book of nature as we are in portions of its chap- 
ters we could completely and correctly fortell the future, 
the same as now we can unerringly calculate eclipses for 
centuries to come. Wisdom from the very beginning knew 
what was going to take place at every moment—the 
cinematograph was complete—and as the scroll of time is 
unrolled the film is projected into objectivity and makes 
manifest the hitherto uumanifest. 


Another article, entitled “A Point,” written by Mr. 


Greim, is as follows: 


A point is about the very smallest thing there is. While 
molecules, atoms, ions, and electrons are so minute that 
we can not see them even with the most powerful micro- 
scopes, still they occupy space. A point, mathematically 
speaking, denotes position only. Although a point is so 
near a nothing, it is a most wonderful thing. 

When the sun’s rays are gathered and focused to @ 
point by a magnifying glass the heat is so great that it 
will set paper aflame. The smaller the focal point the 
more intense ig the heat. This is one instance showing 
the importance and power of small things. Here is an- 
other case. 

All of us have had our pictures taken and know that 
the object looked at through the camera is upside down 
on the screen of ground glass at the back of the camera. 
This shows that the rays of light have crossed each other, 
converging to a point behind the lens and again diverg- 
ing, thus producing an inverted image on the ground 
glass screen behind. As this image is transmitted from 
the object to the screen it is evident that an image of the 
object must be everywhere between the object and the 
screen, just as there is water everywhere between the 
reservoir and the spigot. All that is necessary to prove 
this is to interpose a suitable screen. A mirror shows 
that the image is in front of the point of convergence 
and a shortening and lengthening of the camera bellows 
shows that the image is anywhere behind the point of 
convergence. The potentiality of the unmanifested image 
is evident as only a suitable screen is required to make 
the image manifest. 

As the image exists both before and behind the point 
of convergence and divergence the image must exist at 
the very point itself, else how could the image be trans- 
mitted farther on? 

The game general principle applies to the eye. 


When: 


we view a landscape extending for miles and miles, a 
picture of this vastness exists not only on the retina but 
in a point within the eye. From this it is plain that if 
we were sufficiently sensitive and well-trained along that 
course we could see the picture in the unmanifested point 
as readily and as clearly as in the manifested image. 


The following article, “The Line of Least Resistance,” is 
also from Mr. Grcim’s pen: 


Let us consider two forces, A and B. These two forces 
are either equal or unequal, 

Now let us eonsider them as operating upon each other. 
Whether equal or unequal they can act in conjunction, 
opposition or at an angle. When acting in conjunction 
they will combine their strength and continue in the 
same course. When acting at an angle both will change 
their courses. When acting in opposition they will neu- 
tralize each other if A and B are equal, but if A and B 
are unequal the weaker force will be overcome and the 
stronger will continue in its former course but with 
diminished strength. 

These illustrations show us that all motion is in the 
line of least resistance and that it is natural for a thing 
to go in the line of the least resistance. And this law 
holds equally well in the moral, mental and spiritual 
worlds as well as in the mechanical world, for, *‘God 
works in general, not partial laws.’’ 

As it is natural for a thing to go in the direction of 
che least resistance and since all motion is in the line 
of least resistance it follows that all things are natural, 
and that all things being natural there is nothing un- 
natural. 

Sinee under the conditions that a thing happens it had 
but ONE way to go—the line of least resistance—and 
as it went that way it was both natural and right. 

Things do not merely happen. In a well ordered Uni- 
verse there is a sufficient cause for everything which oc- 
curs. Like causes produce like effects, and, conversely, 
like effects are produced by like causes. The effect -in 
turn becomes the cause—in whole or in part—of another 
effect, the effect being according to the cause or causes 
producing it. 

Since all things are- in accordance with the cause or 
causes producing them, it follows that all things are 
right, or, in other words, ‘‘Whatever is, is right.’’ 


Mr. Greim is independent in his political allegiance and 
liberal in his views, and always holds the general good 
above strictly partisan considerations. Fraternally he is 
affiliated with Washington Camp, No. 163, Patriotic Order 
Sons of America, of Reading, and Reading Tent, No. 426, 
Knights of the Maccabees. 

John Henry Greim married, at Lemasters, Pennsylvania, 
June 10, 1922, Caroline Frances Browne, daughter of 
Harrison William and Mary Lucinda (Frieze) Browne. 
Mr. and Mrs. Greim reside at No. 421 South Fourteenth 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





ROBERT ABRAHAM WAIDELICH—The broad 
usefulness of Robert Abraham Waidelich is a record of 
noteworthy and commendable activity, and in his present 
responsibilities, in the distribution of healing compounds, 
he is bearing an ever progressive part in the general wel- 
fare and advance. Mr. Waidelich is a son of Dexter 
Thomas Waidelich, the family of German descent. Michael 
Frederick Waidelich was the pioneer in America. He came 
from Wiirttemburg, Germany, in 1847, and settled in this 
country. Dexter Thomas Waidelich, son of the pioneer, 
is a wheelwright by occupation and has now been active 
at his trade for fifty years, although recently, more or less 
definitely, retired. Heé married Jeannetta Lutz, who died 
in 1890. 

Robert Abraham Waidelich was born in Steinsville, Le- 
high County, Pennsylvania, March 23, 1884. His gradu- 
ation from the public schools of Steinsville occurred in 
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1900, then for three years he taught school at Slateville, 
after which he entered Pierce’s Business College, in Phila- 
delphia, as a student, his graduation occurring in the class 
of 1905. Mr. Waidelich gained his first business experience 
in the employ of a roofing concern, as an office assistant, 
and after about one year in this connection he went to 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, to accept a position with the 
American Medicine Company. This was in 1906, and Mr. 
Waidelich remained for about four years, after which he 
came to Reading as the representative of the same con- 
cern. Remaining permanently with this organization, he 
opened a large store at No. 658 Penn Street, and this he 
manages as the local head. The enterprise consists of a 
wholesale and retail business in the distribution of the 
products of the American Medicine Company, which are 
held in the highest esteem by the general public. The con- 
cern maintains a store in Allentown as well, and both do 
an enormous retail business in addition to their very ex- 
tensive wholesale trade. Mr. Waidelich is also secretary 
and treasurer of the Dr. Long Medicine Company, Inc., 
manufacturers and wholesalers of various proprietary rem- 
edies. 

Mr. Waidelich is a Democrat in his political affiliations, 
but never thus far interested in public honors of an official 
nature. Fraternally he is a member of Chandler Lodge, a 


‘leading body of Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior 


Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 
42, Knights Templar; Reading Consistory, Ancient Ac- 
cepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Neversink Forest, Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon. He is further a member of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Encampment, also the 
Rebekahs. Mr. Waidelich is also a member of the Reading 
Hose Fire Company, No. 1. His religious connection is 
with St. Jacob’s Reformed and Lutheran Church. 

Robert Abraham Waidelich married, in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, December 25, 1912, Daisy May Dowell, who was 
born in York, Pennsylvania, of Colonial ancestry, daughter 
of Elmer and Jennie (Wagner) Dowell. Mr. and Mrs 
Waidelich are the parents of two children: Fern May, and 
Robert Steward. The family residence is at No. 1041 
North Twelfth Street, Reading. 





DANIEL LYNTON ROLAND, D. D. S.—Pro- 
fessional circles in Berks County have come to recognize 
as a dental surgeon of great promise Dr. Daniel Lynton 
Roland, who has now for upwards of four years been en- 
gaged in practice in Reading. Dr. Roland gives to his 
work the constructive effort and excellent training which 
would achieve success in any field, and in his steady and 
noteworthy progress he is demonstrating his ability. He is 
a son of Daniel and Ida Roland, his father a prominent 
hatter of Reading, now retired. 

Daniel Lynton Roland was born in Reading, July 23, 
1892. Receiving his early education in the local schools, 
he was graduated from the Reading High School in the 
class of 1910, then, after spending a few years in business 
to finance his professional studies, he attended Wharton 
School, from which he was graduated in 1917, Thereafter 
entering the University of Maryland, he covered the full 
dental course at that institution, and was graduated in the 
class of 1921. Opening offices shortly afterward at No. 


’ public. 
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117 North Eighth Street, in Reading, Dr. Roland has de- 
veloped a largely prosperous and ever-increasing clientele, 
and in his really noteworthy success the quality of his 
work is clearly evident. Progressive in spirit and alert to 
every phase of his profession, Dr. Roland has taken a stand 
for the highest ideals of professional advance, and he js 
considered one of the foremost young men in dental sur- 
gery in Berks County today. A Republican by politica] 
affiliation, Dr. Roland is fraternally identified with Stans- 
bury Lodge, No. 24, Free and Accepted Masons, of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia; the Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; and the Psi Omego Dental Fraternity. His re. 
ligious affiliation is with St. Paul’s United Evangelical 
Church. 

Daniel Lynton Roland married, May 10, 1923, in Read- 
ing, Eva M. Hafer, daughter of Lewis Hafer. 





JOSEPH WESLEY ESSICK—A member of a note- 
worthy family long prominent in America, Joseph Wesley 
Essick has for many years filled large responsibilities a3 
representative of the John Hancock Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, of Boston, Massachusetts, in Berks and 
nearby counties of the State of Pennsylvania. Mr. Essick’s 
lifelong activities have been in the realm of insurance, and 
he has gained an enviable position in his chosen field of 
endeavor. 

Rudolph Essick, the pioneer ancestor of this family in 
America, came to this country from Wittenberg, Germany, 
in 1760, settling in Pennsylvania, where both he and the 
line of family which he founded in this country bore a 
worthy and constructive part in the progress of the Re- 
In direct descent from Rudolph Essick, John 
Essick, Mr. Essick’s grandfather, became a prominent 
figure in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

William Somerfield Essick, son of John Essick, and 
father of the subject of this review, was born at Coventry- 
ville, Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 1852. Reared on 
his father’s farm and educated in the schools of the day, 
he became a successful industrial executive, having filled 


the office of secretary in the Buckwalter Stove Company,. 


a Royersford concern, for thirteen years. Thereafter re- 
moving to Reading, he became general manager of the 
Reading Stove Works, a responsible position which he ably 
filled for five years, then formed an association with his 
son, Joseph Wesley Essick, in insurance lines. The elder 
Mr. Essick has since managed the Harrisburg office of this 
district, residing in that city. He married Charlotte March, 
also a member of an old and honored Pennsylvania fam- 
ily. Jacob March, Mrs. Essick’s grandfather, was an early 
citizen of Chester County, Pennsylvania, and married Ellen 
Oberholtzer, also of Chester County. William and Char- 
lotte (March) Essick were the parents of two children: 
Evelyn; and Joseph Wesley, of whom further. 

Joseph Wesley Essick was born at Royersford, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1877, and his education was acquired in the pub- 
lic schools of his birthplace. At the age of seventeen years 
Mr. Essick came to Reading to accept a position as agent 
of the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
with which concern he has remained continuously since. 
His tireless energy and business ability have carried him to 
an important executive position in the employ of this con- 
cern, for his district now comprises the counties of Chester, 
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Lancaster, Schuylkill, North Hampton, Montgomery, Le- 
high, Buck and Lebanon, as well as Berks. His progressive 
efforts, carrying his work to this wide degree of efficiency, 
place him among the highly valued general agents of the 
company in the East, few, indeed, having accomplished 
more noteworthy results. It is worthy of note that the 


volume of business handled by Mr. Essick is second only 


in the State of Pennsylvania to the great Pittsburgh. dis- 
trict. Mr. Essick’s success in the field of life insurance 
led him a number of years ago to undertake also the cas- 
ualty department of the Aetna Life Insurance Company, 
of Hartford, Connecticut, and in this connection also he 
has developed a very extensive and constantly growing 
interest. 

Joseph Wesley Essick married, in 1901, Bessie H. Barr, 
daughter of William U. Barr, chief clerk in the offices of 
general superintendent of the Pennsylvania & Reading 
Railroad Company, and granddaughter of Elias Barr, a 
prominent figure in the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
for many years. Elias Barr married Anna Eby, a daugh- 
ter of Christian Eby, who was descended in direct line of 
Peter Eby, the pioneer of this family in America. Peter 
Eby came to this State in 1720, settling in what is now 
Lancaster County. Joseph Wesley and Bessie H. (Barr) 
Essick have one daughter, Elizabeth McFarland Essick. 
They reside in Springmont, a suburb of Reading. 





NATHAN HERBER. GARMAN—The life-work of 
Nathan Herber Garman, of Reading, Pennsylvania, has 
always been parallel with practical lines of constructive 
advance, and as a contractor he has been active for nearly 
one-quarter of a century. For many years he has further 
been identified with the retail distribution of coal, and as 
a thoroughly progressive and outstanding citizen he com- 
mands the esteem and confidence of all. Mr. Garman is a 
son of George Franklin and Susan (Lockhart) Garman, his 
father a farmer of prominence in Berks County. 


Nathan Herber Garman was born in Caernarvon Town- 


ship, in Berks County, Pennsylvania, November 12, 1866. 
His education was limited to seven years of attendance at 
the country schools, and, strange to say, he is today the 
owner of the school building which he first attended. It 
was then known as Ammon’s School, and is now known 
as Shilo. Next adjoining the school property stands the 
Evangelical Church, and Mrs. Garman has recently do- 
nated the school building and property for community 
purposes. At the age of sixteen Nathan Herber Garman 
became manager of a large farm, and the natural ability 
of the man is well appraised in the fact that he was very 
successful in his management of the enterprise. His gen- 
erosity of spirit and breadth of vision may be credited 
with his success in this connection, for it is only the man 
who gives lavishly to the soil that receives bountiful har- 
vests. At that early date, also, Mr. Garman became in- 
terested in the contracting business, and as a young man 
devoted a share of his time and energies to work of this 
nature when his duties on the farm permitted. Steadily 
and surely, however, the second interest outstripped the 
first in importance and in 1900 Mr. Garman established 
himself as a contractor in an independent business. His 
talent for work of this nature was evident from the be- 
ginning, and to all who placed commissions in his hands 


it early became a demonstrated fact that his work was 
superior to, and the service rendered more efficient than, 
that of the rank and file of executives in his chosen realm. 
Mr. Garman has filled many important contracts in Read- 
ing and vicinity, and has also been called on many occa- 
sions. to distant parts of the State to erect important 
structures of a varied nature. In 1900 he also began the 
retail distribution of coal and has since developed ever- 
increasing interests along these allied lines of advance. His 
careful and scrupulously: upright attention to the needs ot 
the public in this branch of commercial activity has won 
him the highest esteem and confidence of all who have 
had any dealings with him, and he is a member of 
various organized bodies affiliated with his two realms 
of business activity. He is a member of the local post of 
the National Contractors’ and Builders’ Exchange, which 
for two years he served as vice-president. He has been 
very active in the promoting of builders’ expositions and 
gatherings of many kinds, which form an inspirational 
influence in his field. For years he has attended the 
conventions of various bodies of this nature in many 
States of the Union and has served on committees, also 
on the board of directors, of these organizations and for 
these occasions. In fact, he has held a leading position 
in the building world and in the coal trade for many 
years. He is a member of the Retail Coal Dealers’ As- 
sociation, of which he was vice-president for two years, 
and of which he was president for a similar period, now 
(1924) serving on the board of directors. His position 
in the coal trade has led to his service on many com- 
mittees in these organizations, and he has served as dele- 
gate to conventions within the State of Pennsyivania, 
and as fraternal delegate to conventions of allied interests 
in many other States of the Union, as well as to Na- 
tional conventions. Mr. Garman is also deeply interested 
in organized endeavor of fraternal import, and is largely 
prominent in the Masonic Order, in which he holds the 
thirty-second degree. He is a member of Lodge No. 62, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Chapter, No. 152, 
Royal Arch Masons; De Molay Commandery, No. 9, 
Knights Templar; Reading Lodge of Perfection, and 
Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rites; 
Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mys- 
tic Shrine, of which he has served as an officer and on 
many committees; also Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon. He is further affiliated with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the Order of 
United American Mechanics; the Improved Order of Red 
Men; and his religious connection is with the Twentieth 
Century Quakers. 

Nathan Herber Garman married, in Reading, February 
7, 1907, Minerva Schmeck, who is a member of the 
Alsace Lutheran Church, and is a daughter of Franklin 
H. and Catherine (Heckman) Schmeck. Mr. and Mrs. 
Garman are the parents of one son: Harold Schmeck, 
born January 20, 1908. 





FREDERICK A. WOERNER—A well known 
figure in the graphic arts in Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, is Frederick A. Woerner, who for the past 
ten years has been at the head of his own interest as 
a commercial printer. Mr. Woerner is a practical 
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business executive, but possesses artistic taste and 
ability, and in his application of novel ideas and 
exquisite workmanship in the getting out of com- 
mercial stationery of every kind, he has become a 
vital force in the advancement of the commercial 
prosperity of the city of Reading. Mr. Woerner is 
a member of a distinguished family long prominent 
in industrial and commercial affairs in Germany, his 
father, Frederick M. Woerner, the pioneer of the 
family in America. The elder Mr. Woerner served 
in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870-72, in the German 
Army, and received his honorable discharge in due 


course. He came to America in middle-life, bringing - 


his family, and became a leading figure in the sheet 
metal and tinsmith business in Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania. He married Katharine Vogt, who was also a 
member of a broadly noteworthy family of Germany. 

Frederick A. Woerner was born at Weisbaden, 
Germany, June 19, 1879, and came to America with 
his parents at the age of three years. Receiving his 
education in the public schools, he early apprenticed 
himself to the printer’s trade in Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, in the office of the “Daily City Item,” of which 
Cyrus Kuntz was then editor and proprietor. In the 
office of that outstanding newspaper Mr. Woerner 
gained a high appreciation of the dignity and impor- 
tance of printing activities along with the practical 
training which fitted him for a career in this realm. 
Coming to Reading, Pennsylvania, in November, 1902, 
Mr. Woerner entered the employ of the Reading 
Eagle Company, in the capacity of linotype operator, 
and continued there for a number of years. In 1912, 
in association with William A. Boyd, he established 
the Boyd Printing House, at Nos. 30-32 North Sixth 
Street, Reading, and for two years this interest 
Prospered in a marked degree under the management 
of the partners. In 1914 Mr. Woerner purchased 
the interest of Mr. Boyd and has since continued 
under his own name with ever-increasing success. The 
general public has come to recognize the excellence 
of workmanship invariably found within the organiza- 
tion, and as the head and owner of the plant Mr. 
Woerner is counted among the successful and influ- 
ential men of the day in the city of Reading. He is 
interested in all that makes for the general advance, 
but in political affairs holds an independent position. 
He is widely prominent in fraternal circles, being a 
member of Reading Lodge, No. 549, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon, of 
which he is past grand Tall Cedar; also Oley Lodge, 
No. 218, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which 
he is past noble grand and at present (1924) serves 
as trustee; Mount Penn Encampment, No. 1520 Of 
Reading; Greenleaf Lodge, No. 257, Knights of 
Pythias, of Allentown; Cashmere Temple, No. 37, 
Knights of Khorassan; and Reading Lodge, No. 115, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.....Mr. 
Woerner is further identified with the Reading 
Chamber of Commerce, the Horticultural and Agri- 
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cultural Society of Berks County, and the Historica] 
Society of Berks County, also Reading Hose, No. }, 
Fire Company. His social organizations are the 
Wyomissing Club, Reading Country Club, Reading 
Automobile Club, Kiwanis Club, Cordon Club, also 
the Temple Club, and he is a member of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. Mr. Woerner’s religious 
affiliation is with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Holy Spirit, having held the position of deacon, 

Frederick A. Woerner married, in Allentown, Penn- 
sylvania, June 28, 1900, Anna Caroline Lobach, daugh- 
ter of William and Caroline Lobach, her father a 
carpenter and builder by occupation, but her mother 
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Woerner are the parents 
of two daughters: Beatrice D., born May 24, 1901; 
and Viola C., born June 7, 1902. The Woerner resi- 
dence it at No. 558 South Nineteenth Street, Reading, 
Pennsylvania. 





LEWIS OSWALD ROTHERMEL, whose ac- 
tivities in the automobile world of Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, have given him wide prominence, is a leading 
business executive of this section, and his success has car- 
ried him to more than usual prominence. He brought 
to the field in which he is engaged the practical and 
progressive spirit which forms the foundation of all suc- 
cess, and in his ever alert attitude he gains the confidence 
and esteem of all who come in touch with his work. 
Mr. Rothermel is a son of Daniel K. and Mary Rother- 
mel, his father, who is now deceased, having been a 
contractor during his lifetime, and his mother, who still 
survives the husband and father, now a resident of Flect- 
wood, Pennsylvania. 

Lewis Oswald Rothermel was born in Molltown, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, December 31, 1881. Receiving his 
education in the public schools, and gaining a practical 
preparation for his career, he spent two years with the 
Johnson Foundry and Machine Company, of Reading, 
as machinist, then a similar period with the Philadelphia 
& Reading Railway Company, in their new locomotive 
shops, Thereafter, for seven years, Mr. Rothermel traveled 
for the Toledo Scale Company, of Dayton, Ohio, after 
which he entered the automobile field. Beginning as 
a Ford dealer, he succeeded in making one hundred 
and twenty-five sales the first year and has gone steadily 
forward until he now has a six hundred car contract. 
The new building, located at No. 1626 Perkiomen Avenue, 
in which Mr. Rothermel’s interests are located, is 96x 120 
feet in ground dimensions, with the entire front open, 
permitting an unusually fine opportunity for display. This 
is the largest frontage in the automobile trade in Berks 
County, and the building is one of the fine modern 
structures which are continually setting the pace for prog- 
ress in the city of Reading. Mr. Rothermel is a Dem- 
ocrat by political affiliation, although never an office- 
seeker, and in organized advance in Reading he is well 
known. He is a member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Lodge, No. 115, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; also the Trav- 
elers’ Protective Association. Mr. Rothermel is further 
a member of the Reading Chamber of Commerce, and 
his clubs are: The Reading Country, of which he is 
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president; Penn Wheelmen; Wyomissing; and the Kiwanis, 
of which he was a member of the governing board for 
several years. His religious affiliation is with the Second 
Reformed Church. 

Lewis Oswald Rothermel married, in Hamburg, Penn- 
sylvania, January 18, 1902, Beulah May Peifer, daughter 
of George and Elizabeth (Painter) Peifer, both natives 
of Myerstown, Pennsylvania, but her mother now de- 
ceased and her father a resident of Reading. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rothermel’s children are: 1. Guy P., who was born 


in 1903, and died in the fall of 1907, at the age of four. 


years. 2. Beulah, born July 4, 1912. ‘The Rothermel 
family reside at No. 1049 Penn Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 





THEODORE C. BROOKS is a man of large ability 
and wide note, interested in many branches of progressive 
activity, but it is as manager of Galen Hall, among the 
cedars, that he is best known, and it is work in this 
connection that claims his chief interest. Mr. Brooks is 
a man of outstanding ability, whose genius for anticipat- 
ing and meeting the wants of his guests has made this 
charming and stately manor house a center of popularity 
among an extensive and distinguished group of guests. 

Situated among the hills of Berks County, overlooking 
a wide stretch of fertile farming country and such a 
panorama of distant mountains as is rarely seen, even in 
this region, Galen Hall is one of the most attractive and 
widely patronized summer hotels of Pennsylvania. The 
great estate of which the splendid castlelike structure forms 
the center is mapped in splendid drives, wide lawns, and 
natural stretches of wooded hillside. Grouped around the 
center building are many delightful bungalows, which ac- 
commodate the overflow from the Hall, while every variety 
of exercise in the open and every sport are available. 
More than 1,000 feet above the level of the sea, and a 
structure of the most modern type and design, Galen Hall 
has met a very special and important need of the refined 
and cultured people of the day as a home-like place of 
residence during the heated term. Spacious rooms and 
piazzas make the building most attractive, while every 
detail of service and cuisine make the Hall a mecca for 
the tired business man, and also for the social leader, 
worn out which her season’s interests. 

One of the greatest charms of this extensive estate, 
which covers three hundred and sixty acres, is its ever- 
green park, which is generally conceded to be the finest 
collection of cedars east of the Alleghenys. The charm 
of this stretch of wooded land is only equalled by the 
great variety of scenery through the other sections of 
the estate, where magnificent trees form both natural 
and cultivated beauty spots and where wild flowers vie 
with garden plants in attracting the eye. Not only within 
the boundaries of the estate, but throughout the surround- 
ing country, the roads are of the finest, and the motorists 
find the greatest pleasure in the hours spent in the open. 

Under the management of James Preston and his two 
brothers, the original hote! on this site was conducted for 
thirty-seven years as “Preston’s Sunnyside.” In 1910 the 
Galen Mountain Company, which now controls and 
owns the property, was organized, with William T. Moor2 
as president. Mrs. Moore, then Mrs. Louise Frances 


Young, regained her health in the present location of 
Galen Hall, in Wernersville, when the business was still 
managed by Mr. Preston. Mr. George C. Batcheller, of 
New York, became vice-president, and the great assembly 
hall is now named in his honor. He was one of the 
principal stockholders of the enterprise until his death, 
and his widow, who later became Mrs. Ruth C. Spencer, 
still continues as president. With Mr. Brooks as manager, 
this progressive group of people have made history for 
Galen Hall and for this general section of Berks. County, 
for the great prosperity of the hotel, and the importance 
of the guests who are attracted to it, gives to Wernersville 
and to this general region an added impetus in com- 
mercial, social, literary and artistic progress. Many 
famous guests have stopped at the Hall, and their in- 
fluence in the community, both directly and in a general 
way, is highly desirable and conducive to ever wider 
progress along various lines of advance. 

Mr. Brooks is a member of all the Masonic bodies, also 
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He as- 
sisted in organizing the South Mountain Hotel Association 
and is its first president. For a number of years he has 
been a member of the executive committee of the Flor- 
ida Hotel Association. He is a member of the old 
York Road Country Club, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 





GEORGE THOMAS BONE—In the widely im- 
portant manufacturing field of confectionery, George 
Thomas Bone, of Reading, holds a prominent position 
in present day advance, and conducting other branches 
of activity in the same general realm, he is contributing 
largely to the health and pleasure of the people. As a 
progressive and outstanding business man of Reading, he 
takes rank with the leading figures in the industrial and 
commercial progress of the “Keystone State,” and in the 
excellence of his products and the sincerity of his every 
relation in the business world his usefulness is ever ex- 
tended. Mr. Bone is a thoroughgoing and eminently 
practical business executive, and a member of a well known 
family of Pennsylvania. He is a son of Ambrose and 
Mary Ann (Stone) Bone, his father a prominent contrac- 
tor of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

George Thomas Bone was born in Rausch Creek, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, and received a practical edu- 
cation in the elementary and grammar grades of his 
native place. His early business experience was in the 
capacity of bookkeeper, and as he was identified with 
confectionery concerns, he early became familiar with this 
general line of endeavor. Coming to Reading in the year 
1882, he established his own interest under the title of 
the Bone Eagle Company, and has been active since in 
the manufacture of fine confectionery on a very con- 
siderable and ever wider scale. In addition to his manu- 
facturing activities, Mr. Bone acts as a jobber and hand- 
les a very extensive wholesale trade in the distribution 
of confectionery. Maintaining the highest standards, and 
always keeping in touch with the general progress of the 
day, Mr. Bone has developed a very important and ever 
growing interest, which is definitely contributing to the 
general wellbeing in the providing of wholesome sweets for 
the ever insistent demand of the people. With headquar- 
ters at the corner of Eighth and Franklin streets, Mr. 
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Bone is counted among the prominent men in his field in 
Pennsylvania to-day. He is a Republican by political affil- 
jation, but never interested in the honors of office. Fra- 
ternally, he is affiliated with the Ancient and Illustrious 
Order Knights of Malta. His religious affiliation is with 
St. John’s Reformed Church. 

George Thomas Bone married, September 9, 1890, in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Laura Minerva Nachtrieb, daugh- 
ter of William and Emma (Graul) Nachtrieb. 





LLOYD W. SCHLEGEL—Practical construction ac- 
tivities have engaged the attention of Lloyd W. Schlegel, 
of Wyomissing, since the completion of his studies in 1915, 
and in his tireless attention to the details of his business 
he has made his influence strongly felt in this general 
section. Associated with his father in a long-established 
enterprise, Mr. Schlegel is nevertheless clearly demonstrat- 
ing his own outstanding ability and meeting a vital need 
of the hour with resourcefulness and efficiency which 
command the esteem of all who are familiar with his 
work. He is a son of Charles H. and Amanda B. (Noll) 
Schlegel, his father for many years a leading contractor 
and builder of Berks County, Pennsylvania, the founder 
and still the head of the present interest. 

Lloyd W. Schlegel was born in Alsace Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania. He attended first the public 
schools of his native place, and his graduation from Read- 
ing High School occurred in 1911, after which he en- 
tered the University of Pennsylvania, from which he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Science in architecture 
upon his graduation in 1915. His first business exper- 
ience began in the same organization with which he is 
still identified, first as his father’s assistant and soon after 
as his partner, and he has risen to a position of more 
than passing importance in the construction world of Berks 
County. He acts as construction engineer in the large 
and extensive interests which are carried forward under 
the firm name. As an architect, Mr. Schlegel reveals a 
true appreciation of art in the dignity and permanent form 
brought into existence in his field of endeavor. He has 
designed and supervised the erection of many very fine 
and beautiful buildings in Wyomissing and other sections 
of Berks County, his work having received commendation 
from many important figures in the same general field. 
Mr. Schlegel is interested in all that makes for the gen- 
eral advance, and he supports the Democratic Party in 
political affairs, although never an office seeker. Fratern- 
ally, Mr. Schlegel is affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, 
No. 660, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Camp 
No. 230, Patriotic Order Sons of America. He is also 
a member of the Wyomissing Club, the University Club, 
the Penn Wheelman Club, the Penn Country Club, the 
Berkshire Country Club, and the Reading Country Club. 
He attends the First Reformed Church of Reading, Penn- 


sylvania. 


Lloyd W. Schlegel married, in Wyomissing, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 18, 1922, A. Margaret Hendel, daughter of 
William H, and Minnie (Neihart) Hendel. Lloyd W. and 
A. Margaret (Hendel) Schlegel are the parents of two 


children: William H., born January 22, 1923; and Mar. 
garet Ann, born August 23, 1924. 


HARRY A. GARNER, of Wyomissing, in a prom- 
inent and responsible public service position, is serving 
the people faithfully and well. His long experience in 
the same field has eminently fitted him for his present 
responsibilities, and as postmaster of Wyomissing he 
meets the everyday needs of the people and safeguards 
their prosperity and weliare in a vital realm. A native 
of this State, and long a resident of Berks County, Mr. 
Garner has won the esteem and confidence of all with 
whom he comes in touch, and in his present usefulness 
his ability is definitely appraised. 

_Harry A. Garner was born in Ashland, Schuylkill Coun- 

ty, Pennsylvania, April 3, 1874. The family removing 
to Reading in his boyhood, he attended the local schools 
of this city and was graduated from the Reading High 
School in the class of 1892. From the time of his grad- 
uation Mr. Garner has been active in postal affairs, 
entering the Reading Post Office in the capacity of clerk. 
Serving for many years in the various branches of this 
office, Mr. Garner received the appointment as postmaster 
of Wyomissing, April 10, 1924, and took up his duties 
at once. Familiar as he was with every phase of the 
postal service as applied to a local community, Mr. 
Garner has demonstrated large efficiency in his service 
and the people feel that he is indeed caring for their 
interests in an eminently practical and commendable way. 
In his efficiency, which has its effect in every department 
of the local office, and in his courteous and considerate 
manner of serving the public, he is winning the esteem 
and regard of all. Mr. Garner is a member of the Royal 
Arcanum, Mount Penn Council, and attends the Luth- 
eran Church of the Atonement of Wyomissing. 

Harry A. Garner married Aurelia Lee, daughter of John 
and Elmira Lee, and they are the parents of four children: 
C. Raymond, Arthur L., John Charles, and Lydia Mar- 
garet. The family residence is at No. 1320 Garfield 
Avenue, Wyomissing, 


JOHN HENRY HAAG—Worthy effort in any realm 
commands the unconscious, but none the less the sincere, 
esteem of the people, and in the life-work of John Henry 
Haag the city of Reading and, indeed, this entire vicinity, 
saw and recognized the endeavors of a strong and forward- 
looking spirit. Giving to his chosen field of activity the 
courage, faith and patience which count for large achieve- 
ment, as well as the energy and faithful attention to 
duty which consummate effort and bring success to pass, 
he set an example which youth, in any field, would do 
well to follow... Mr. Haag was by nature a practical 
man, and it was natural that he should choose his path 
along practical lines. In meeting the need of his day 
in the way of equipment for horsedrawn vehicles, he gave 
his name definite and useful significance to his time, and 
to all who remember his gentle spirit and pleasing per- 
sonality his name is an honored one. 

John Haag, Mr. Haag’s father, a lifelong resident 
of Centre Township, in this county, was a very con- 
siderable land-owner, and conducted agricultural opera- 
tions with more than usual success. He was cut down 
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in the prime of life, however, and his early death was 
a heavy blow to the many friends who looked forward 
to his long and eminent usefulness. A respected citizen 
of high character, industrious and always interested in 
the general progress, he was a well known Democrat, ac- 
tive in the party and a force for its welfare. He was 
also prominent in the Lutheran Church. John Haag 
married Elizabeth Greaff, who died in February, 1924, at 
the great age of eighty-seven years. Both are buried in 


the Bellamane Church Cemetery., They, were, the parents — 


of seven children: 1. James, deceased. 2. Mary, widow 
of James Yoder. 3. Sally, wife of Paris Gebret. 4. Annie, 
wife of Milton Becker. 5. Rebecca, who died at an 
early age. 6. Samuel, who-also died in childhood. 7. 
John Henry, of whom further. 

John Henry Haag was born in Centre Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, September 2, 1860. He attended 
the local schools, but from early childhood his spare time 
was absorbed by work on the farm, for he assisted his 
father in the many branches of farm activity which fall 
to the lot of the boy, and which really constitute valuable 
and important work. Only twelve years of age when 
his father died, the responsibilities of life early rested 
upon his own shoulders, and he learned the trade of 
harness-maker. His apprenticeship was spent in his native 
township, then, as a young man, Mr. Haag went to the 
coal regions of this State, where he worked at his trade 
for a few years. He then secured a position as clerk 
in a general store, in that section, where, altogether, he 
remained for about ten years. In 1898 Mr. Haag came 
to Reading to accept a position with the Reading Harness 
Company, and he was thus active for a few years. He 
then established himself in an independent business, as 
a harnessmaker, locating advantageously on North Ninth 
Street. Continuing permanently at the same place, he 
developed a largely prosperous business, and so great 
was his skill that his work was in demand for years 
after the popularity of horse-drawn vehicles had begun 
to wane. He commanded the patronage of many of the 
most noted horse owners in Reading and for many miles 
about, and it was not until the year 1917 that he felt 
that his work in the realm of his lifelong usefulness was 
over. Closing up his business, he retired from indepen- 
dent activity, yet feeling that he could not settle down 
to idleness, he accepted a position in the employ -of- the 
Textile Manufacturing Company, of Reading. He was 
thus active until his death, which occurred August 24, 
1919. Mr. Haag’s passing removed from the city of 
Reading a man whose every thought and aspiration were 
uplifting, generous and worthy. Unselfish in a marked 
degree, faithful to every duty as it was presented to him, 
Mr. Haag’s entire life was a record of which any man 
might be proud, and which reflects credit upon the city 
of his residence as well as upon his own name. He was 
a well known member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and a staunch supporter of the Democratic Party, 
while his religious affiliation was with the Lutheran Church. 

John Henry Haag married, in Centre Township, Emma 
Elizabeth Becker, daughter of Jesse and Elizabeth (Lud- 
wig) Becker, and a sister of the Rev. James L. Becker, 
for forty years a leading clergyman of the Lutheran 


Church, active in Montgomery County, in this State, | 


Reading. 
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until his death, which occurred at the old Becker home- 
stead in Centre Township. Mrs. Haag still survives her 
husband and brother, and is a faithful communicant of 
the Lutheran Church. Mr. Haag also left seven children: 
1. Ellen, wife of Calvin Ruth, of Wyomissing. 2. Sarah, 
of Reading. 3. Valeria, wife of Rev. Seward Kresge. 
4. Irene, wife of Earl Beck, of Saginaw, Michigan. 5. 
Emma, wife of. Dr. Le Roy Frederick, of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 6. Esther, wife of Mahlon R. Hafer. 7. Samuel, 
who is now (1924) serving in the United States Navy. 
The family home is at No. 23 South Eleventh Strect, 





ROBERT W. FERGUSON-—In the world of 
finance the name of Robert W. Ferguson holds defi- 
nite prominence, and his success as a broker and in- 
vestment advisor in Berks County is a force for 
economic prosperity. One of the able business ex- 
ecutives of the time, he brought to his work an 
excellent educational training, while his natural equip- 
ment is admirable, and in his practical application 
of his talents to his present field of progress, has 
demonstrated his usefulness as a citizen and a busi- 
ness executive. Mr. Ferguson is a native of the city 
of New York and was educated in the East. He has 
reached outstanding rank in his chosen field of en- 
deavor and is enjoying the esteem and confidence of 
all. ; 

Robert W. Ferguson was born in New York City, 
August 26, 1880, son of Robert C. and Marianna 
(Jones) Ferguson. Receiving his early education in 
the public schools of the metropolis, he later at- 
tended De La Salle Institute, and St. Francis Xavier’s 
College, his graduation occurring in 1900. He then 
took a special business course. His early experience 
was as broker and banker on the New York City 
Curb Market in which connection he became active 
in 1901, maintaining offices in Lord’s Court Building. 
Thus engaged until 1910, Mr. Ferguson then removed 
to Reading where for a time he was identified with 
agricultural pursuits. He then opened an office for 
financial brokerage as a member of the firm of Fergu- 
son and Buchaman, but this partnership was dissolved 
in the year 1914. Mr. Ferguson then formed the 
present firm of Ferguson and Company and in the 
past decade has done a business of increasing im- 
portance. He handles investments including bank and 
real estate securities and is doing a general invest- 
ment business but specializes in the securities of 
public utility corporations. Mr. Ferguson is a Re- 
publican in politics, and a veteran of the Fourth 
Division, New York Naval Reserves. During. the 
World War, he served on all committees and did 
excellent work in every drive, raising large sums 
for war purposes and war relief. His work in the 
Liberty Loan campaigns was especially commendable. 
Mr. Ferguson has also raised substantial sums of 
money for many charitable and benevolent move- 
ments in Reading. He is a director of the Reading 
Chamber of Commerce, Berks Safety Council, and 
a member of Rotary Club, and Reading Country 
Club. 
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His recreations are golf and traveling, and in re- 
ligion, is of the Roman Catholic faith. 

Robert W. Ferguson married, in April, 1908, in 
New York City, Sarah M. Miller, and they reside in 
Wyomissing Hills, Pennsylvania. 





CHARLES BENJAMIN MERRITT—A progres- 
sive figure in the business world of Reading, Pennsyl-~ 
vania, is Charles Benjamin Merritt, who has risen to 
marked responsibility in the organization with which for 
the past fourteen years he has been identified. This is 
Brison’s Curtain Cleanery. In this practical branch of 
activity, which parallels so closely the prosperity and 
happiness of the American home, Mr. Merritt is doing 
much to forward local interests, while he is affiliated 
with various branches of organized endeavor. He is, 
in short, a thoroughly representative man of the day. 
Mr. Merritt is a son of Orlando B. and Mary Ann 
(Mattern) Merritt, and his father, who was active as a 
paper-hanger, was at one time a member of the United 
States Regular Army, in an infantry regiment, and was 
stationed in Boston. He is now deceased. 

Charles Benjamin Merritt was born in Topeka, Kansas, 
May 9, 1890. Receiving his early education in the grade 
schools of Reading, Pennsylvania, to which community 
the family removed in his childhood, he later attended 
Stoner’s Business College, also of Reading. Mr. Merritt’s 
first business activity was in the employ of the Narrow 
Fabric Company, of Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, in the 
capacity of bookkeeper, and following his resignation 
from that position he entered the employ of Brison’s 
Curtain Cleanery, with which he was identified as an 
office executive for a period of four years. Then, in 1914, 
he was placed in charge of the business as manager, and 
the great success which the business has enjoyed during 
his administration of its affairs is the keenest appraisal 
of his ability. This concern was founded in the middle 
nineties, and has made a speciality throughout its entire 
existence of the cleaning of choice and delicate lace cur- 
tains by special and individual methods impossible in 
laundries and ordinary cleaning establishments. Devoting 
their entire time and resources to cleaning curtains, they 
have achieved such remarkable results that they now re- 
ceive business direct from nearly eighty cities and towns 
in Pennsylvania, New York State, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, and Ohio. The company is 
equipped to repair curtains, and their policy is to make 
minor repairs without charge, but where it is necessary: 
to go to considerable time or expense a fee is changed 
for time and materials. The purpose of the concern is 
well expressed in their slogan, “We aim to do but One 
Thing and do that One Thing Well.” 

As the manager of this important concern Charles 
Benjamin Merritt holds a leading place in the business 
affairs of Reading and vicinity. He is a Republican in 
his political convictions, and always a leader in the ranks 
of the party, now serving as justice of the peace of West 
Reading. Fraternally, Mr. Merritt is affiliated with Lodge 
No. 62, Free and Accepted Masons, and the various bodies 
of the Masonic Order, including Reading Consistory, An- 
cient Accepted Scottish Rite; also Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is fur- 





ther a member of the Woodmen of the World, and the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. He attends the First 
United Evangelical Church, of Reading. 

Charles Benjamin Merritt married, in Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, December 12, 1912, Emma Myrtle Brown, daugh- 
ter of G. Heber and Susan T. (Bright) Brown, both 
parents now deceased. Charles Benjamin and Emma 
Myrtle (Brown) Merritt are the parents of two sons: 
1. Brison B., born September 2, 1914. 2. Richard B., 
born February 27, 1916. The Merritt family residence 
is at No. 402 Reading Avenue, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM WILSON WEBBER—A member of a 
largely prominent family in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
and gifted with business ability of a high order, William 
Wilson Webber has achieved marked success in his chosen 
line of endeavor and has for thirty years been active as 
the sole proprietor of the present interest. Possessing 
the energy of the naturally capable man of affairs, and 
the excellent judgment of the man of keen vision, Mr. 
Webber is esteemed by all with whom he comes in con- 
tact, for his lofty integrity is one of the most important 
assets in his success. 

The Webber family is one of note in this county, and 
Samuel Webber, Mr. Webber’s grandfather, was active 
as a farmer in Tulpehocken Township. He married a 
Miss Miller, and they were the parents of nine children. 
George M. Webber, sixth child and fifth son of those 
parents, was born in Rehrersburg, in Berks County, in 
1837, and following his elementary studies entered Penn- 
sylvania College with the purpose of preparing for the 
ministry. A severe illness prevented his graduation, and 
after his recovery he taught school for several terms in 
the northeastern part of this county. His later life was 
devoted to business affairs, and locating in Wernersville, 
he dealt in coal, lumber, feed, grain and flour. He mar- 
ried (first) a Miss Haas, who died early, and (second) 
Valeria Ruth Gaul, daughter of Benjamin and Anna (Ruth) 
Gaul, of Heidelberg Township. His death occurred in 
1891, and his wife and their three children: William W., 
of whom further; Jennie; and Bessie, the wife of Elmer 
W. Deck, survive him. 

William Wilson Webber, son of George M. and Valeria 
Ruth (Gaul) Webber, was born in Wernersville, June 24, 
1869. The family removing to Sinking Spring in his 
childhood, he began his studies in the public schools of 
that community and completed his education at Professor 
Oberlin’s Charter Oak Academy, at Sinking Spring. For 
two terms Mr. Webber taught school in Spring Township, 
then, in 1886, became identified with his father in busi- 
ness, after which he established himself in an independent 
enterprise. He was only eighteen years of age when he 
took out a license to distribute coal, lumber, feed and 
flour, as an independent operator, and from that time 
forward his father centered his attentions on the whole- 
sale lumber trade. In 1892, Mr. Webber formed a part- 
nership with David G. Miller, and the business was con- 
ducted for two years, under the firm name of Webber 
& Miller. Purchasing his partner’s interest in 1894, Mr. 
Webber thenceforward went on as an independent exec- 


_utive, and he has risen to large success and usefulness. 


' In every phase of local and general advance Mr. Webber 
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bears a worthy and constructive part, and in 1906 was 
ove of the organizers of the National Bank, of Werners- 
ville. He has been active as a director since the organ- 
ization of the institution, and for many years has served 
as secretary of the board of directors. His fraternal 
affiliations include membership in all the Masonic bodies; 
the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
of Reading; the Patriotic Order Sons of America; the 
Knights of the Golden Eagle; and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, of Sinking Spring. He also is a member 
of the Iris Club, Temple Club, Acacia Club, of Williams- 
port, and the Reading Automobile Club. ssa, 

William Wilson Webber married Catharine Hoffman, 
daughter of Dr. C. N. Hoffman, of Sinking Spring. Mr. 
and Mrs. Webber are the parents of two sons: 
and Christian. 


LOUIS F. KRAEMER—In the production of woolen 
textiles, Louis F. Kraemer, of Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, is a noteworthy figure, and in his long and success- 
ful career the industries have been advanced by his 
useful endeavors, while the people of his home community 
of Stony Creek have found a leader of civic effort, in 
whom all feel the deepest confidence. The Kraemer fam- 
ily is one of large prominence in Germany, and Louis 
Kraemer, Mr. Kraemer’s father, was the pioneer of this 
family in. America. 

Louis Kraemer was born in Berleburg, which is located 
in the province of Westphalia, January 2, 1828, and there 
he was reared and educated, then learned the trade of 
dyeing at Barmen, a manufacturing city on the River 
Rhine. Coming to America when still only a young man, 
twenty years of age, he located at once in Pennsylvania, 
in the village of Manayunk, and there was employed at 
his trade by Joseph Ripka, a textile manufacturer. Mr. 
Kraemer then went to Norwich, Connecticut, where in 
that center of textile production he had charge of two 
important dyeing establishments, one in the city of 
Norwich and one in Greeneville, a suburb. For some 
fifteen years Mr. Kraemer remained in that section, then 
came to Reading and established a mill on Antietam 
Creek, three miles east of the city. Building a substan- 
tial, and for the time modern, plant, manufacturing ac- 
tivities were begun in 1864, the firm name first being 
Kraemer, Schaefer & Company. A re-organization took 
place in 1879, the firm name becoming Louis Kraemer 
& Company, which still obtains. The sixty years of 
tireless effort and lofty ideals which have gone into the 
development and progress of this enterprise have meant 
‘more than the individual success of its founder or its 
present executive force. A group of comfortable homes 
have been built around the nucleus formed by the in- 
dustrial plant, and a community has developed where the 
civic standards are of the highest, and the residents form 
a worthy and upright group of citizens. One of the most 
notable characteristics of Louis Kraemer was his con- 
sideration and genuine affection for the employees whose 
faithful service made his success possible, and among 
them he was sincerely beloved. Late in life Mr. Kraemer 
made several voyages to Europe, visiting Switzerland and 
Germany, and another monument which stands to his 
memory is the village formerly known as Textile, which 
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Harold, 


formed a thriving industrial suburb and is now a part, 


of Wyomissing. This was founded by a group of young 
manufacturers influenced by Mr. Kraemer to establish 
themselves in America. Louis Kraemer married, in 1852, 
Catherine Pfeil, daughter of John Pfeil, of Westphalia. 
He lived to an advanced age, passing away in 1903, while 
his wife died comparatively early, in 1872. Both were 
original members of St. Paul’s Memorial Reformed Church, 
of Reading, upon the withdrawal of that congregation 
from the first Reformed Church. , 

Louis F. Kraemer, the only surviving son of these 
parents, was born in Greeneville, Connecticut, July 30, 
1854. His education was begun in the local public schools 
and was continued at the advanced schools at Trenton, 
New Jersey, and Myerstown, Pennsylvania. Interested in 
the work in which his father was active from childhood, 
Mr. Kraemer entered the Stony Creek mills on the com- 
pletion of his education and his father gave him an 
interest in the business in 1875, when he aitained his 
majority. Mr. Kraemer has risen in the organization 
until he has for many years held large executive respon- 
sibility and is now at the head of the concern. Varied 
and wide-reaching interests outside the one outlined above 
also engage a share of his attention. In 1893 he bore a 
part in the organization of the Reading National Bank, 
of which he became one of the original directors, and 
he still serves in this capacity; after a lapse of nearly 
thirty-two years. In 1900, is association with other lead- 
ing business men and capitalists of Reading, he organized 
the third trust company establisned in Reading, and from 
the time the title of Coloniai Trust Company was as- 
sumed by this organization he served as president until 
the year 1921. Then feeling that he must be relieved 
in some measure of the great responsibilities which 
devolved upon him in various directions, he resigned from 
that office, but has since been retained as chairman of 
the board of directors of this concern. He was largely 
instrumental in the movement which resulted in the 
erection of their splendid nine-story office building on 
Penn Square, which is still one of the finest and most 
imposing buildings in this part of the State. The sig- 
nificance of Mr. Kraemer’s career to the people in these 
various responsibilities and interests are of more than 
passing moment, but while he has long been influential 
in the Democratic Party, he has chosen to decline honors 
of a political nature. He has reached an outstanding 
position in the industrial and financial progress of his 
day, and to every phase of worthy effort and forward 
activity he lends his cordial endorsement and support. 
He has few affiliations with organized advance not em- 
inently practical in nature, but is an honored member of 
the Wyomissing Club and the Berkshire and Reading 
Country clubs. His religious affiliation is with the Re- 
formed Church. 

Louis F. Kraemer married, June 21, 1877, Ella Hall, 
who died June 24, 1923. They were the parents of two 
children, who died in infancy. 


PAUL O. WOLF—As a member of one of the 
greatest industrial organizations of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and one of the most important in its field in 
the world, Paui O. Wolf is filling definite and large ex- 
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ecutive responsibility, and his usefulness is generally re- 
cognized in his native and residence city of Reading. 
Mr. Wolf is an eminently practical and outstanding bus- 
iness executive, and, as a progressive figure in present-day 
advance, he has won a noteworthy position. Mr. Wolf 
is a son of Francis X. and Catherine H. (Keppelman) 
Wolf; his father was a successful pharmacist of Reading, 
but both he and his wife are now deceased. 

Paul O. Wolf was born in Reading, September 24, 1884. 
Receiving his early education in the local public schools 
and later attending the Reading Boys’ High School, he 
took special work under Professor Albert Saurer, profes- 
sor of Metallography at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, covering the course in metallography and 
metallurgy, and specializing in iron and stecl. With this 
splendid equipment for his life-work, Mr. Wolf entered 
the employ of the Reading Iron Company and served 
for sixteen years as chief chemist; for the past two years 
he has served as superintendent of the Keystone Furnace 
of this great industrial organization. Comprising as it 
does various plants in different sections of the greatest 
iron-producing State in the union, and employing upwards 
of 8,000 hands, the Reading Iron Company holds fore- 
most rank in the world of iron and steel, and Mr. Wolf’s 
position is a broadly important one in the organization. 

Mr. Wolf is a Democrat in his political affiliation and 
at one time or another has held all the offices in the 
gift of his ward. He is a member of the Americus Club. 
He was also a member of the county committee executive 
body, and in November, 1921, was elected alderman. In 
all civic interests he bears a leading part, and has long 
been a leading member of the Liberty Fire Company, 
No. 5, and the Veteran Firemen’s Association. Fratern- 
ally, Mr. Wolf is affiliated with Reading Council, No. 
793, Knights of Columbus; Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
Aerie No. 66; Loyal Order of Moose, Lodge No. 155; 
and Bonificuis Brotherhood. His religious connection is 
with St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church. 

Paul O. Wolf married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, on 
April 16, 1910, Sarah E. Farrell, daughter of Eugene and 
Nora (Schwartz) Farrell, and they are the parents of four 
children: Joseph W.; Eugene; Francis X. (3); and Helen. 


A. W. HAAG—On clearly marked and vitally im- 


portant lines of mechanical engineering activities A. W. 


Haag, of Reading, Pennsylvania, stands among the lead- 
ers of present-day advance. His enterprise is known 
under the title of A. W. Haag & Company, Inc., and 
located at Nos. 236-240 Walnut Street, in Reading, it 
has attained a large measure of importance. Mr. Haag 
is active in the outfitting of industrial plants, particularly 
in the field of laundry and dyeing, and as an outstand- 
ing business executive of the day he has reached a largely 
influential and prosperous position. Mr. Haag is a son 
of Joel and Susanna (Wenrich) Haag, well known res- 
idents of North Heidelberg Township. 

A. W. Haag was born in North Heidelberg Township, 
in this county, February 15, 1851. His education was 
received in the public schools of Bernville, and from 
early youth he became financially independent. Going 
West in 1868, he spent a considerable time in California 
and was active in the construction of the Union Pacific 
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Railroad. He also enjoyed the distinction of being a 
member of the party which traveled over the route in 
the first train. Returning to Pennsylvania, Mr. Haag 
located in Luzerne County and was active for a time 
there in saw mill work, also in Allentown. In 1875 
he removed to Fleetwood, where he superintended the 
construction and setting up of the Haag Reliance Tur- 
bine Water Wheel, of which he was an inventor. His 
interests in this connection kept him in Fleetwood - until 
1894, when he came to Reading and established the 
present interest. His first location was at the foot of 
Chestnut Street, but in 1896 he removed to his present 
plant, which has since developed into one of the most 
important -of its kind in this part of the State. He 
specializes in millwright work and furnishes mechanical 
equipment for many branches of industrial activity, and 
the firm acts as machinists and engineers, also doing a 
very considerable business along the line of general repair 
work, Their products include metal washers and paddle 
wheels, tanks and other products of metal sheeting, also 
castings of various kinds. They specialize in Monel metal 
products and castings, also every branch of equipment 
for washing, laundry and dyeing machinery and parts for 
such equipment. They carry in stock new and second- 
hand shafting, hangers and pulleys of every kind and 
size, further, manufacture and repair elevators and various 
styles of conveyors for coal and grain. 

As a citizen, as well as in his capacity as a business 
executive, Mr. Haag holds the esteem and confidence 
of all with whom he comes in touch, and has at one 
time or another borne a worthy part in local civic 
affairs. When a resident of Fleetwood he served on the 
Municipal Council and also on the school board of trustees. 
He was for six years secretary of the Town Council of 
Fleetwood, and since his residence in Reading, has won a 
prominent position in the community, although his in- 
dividual affairs largely command his time. He is a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias and the United Evangelical 
Church. 

A. W. Haag married (first) in 1873, Sevilla Eck, who 
died August 4, 1900. Mr. and Mrs. Haag were the 
parents of eleven children: 1. Katherine, wife of W. L. 
Fegley. 2. Charles, who married Jennie Rambo. 3. Sarah, 
wife of Samuel Fegley. 4. John A., who married Ada 
Heck. 
Elizabeth, wife of E. S. Fisher. 7. Mary, wife of John 
Craig. 8. Caroline, wife of E. Miller. 9. Adam Wet 
deceased. 10. William P., who married Miss Ginther. 
11. Herbert James, who married Minnie Fasig. In 1905 
Mr. Haag married (second) Kate Hornberger, who died 
in 1916; there were no children by this union. In 1921 
he married (third) Amelia Ferrott, and there were no 
children by this marriage. 


DANIEL MORRIS SAUL—After a prominent and 
widely useful experience in the business world of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, Daniel Morris Saul, of Kutztown, 
is serving in one of the important public positions of his 
residence town, giving to the people and their interests 
the benefit of his long and valuable experience. His 
name has won wide prominence in this section, and in 
his ever progressive attitude the people see a man of 
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outstanding ability and commendable public spirit. Mr. 
Saul is a son of Daniel and Sarah (Kroninger) Saul, 
his father, who was for many years active as a successful 
wheelwright, now deceased, and buried in Greenwich 
Township. His mother is still living, and a resident of 
Maxatawney Township. 

Daniel Morris Saul was born in Berks County, Novem- 
ber 11, 1884. First attending the public schools of this 
county, he was later graduated from the Keystone State 
Normal School, of Kutztown, in which he had taken the 
business course. His first business experience was in the 
employ of the Kutztown Foundry and Machine Works, 
in the capacity of bookkeeper, and thereafter, for a time, 
he was identified with wholesale merchandising interests. 
He next entered retail lines, and after a number of 
years of experience in mercantile affairs he was induced 
to accept a position in the employ of the Heffner-Dietrich 
Company, of Kutztown. He then entered the Kutztown 
post office as clerk, and served in that capacity for a 
period of eight years, making his endeavors count largely 
for the betterment of conditions in the organization and 
for the general progress and well-being of the people. 
It was eminently fitting that when a change of post- 
masters was considered he should be brought forward as 
candidate for the office, and his appointment, which was 
received on January 29, 1923, was conceded by the 
entire community to be the logical step. He took up 
the duties of office with characteristic energy, and his 
long familiarity with the routine of the local post office 
gave him an eminently fine equipment for his work. He 


is still serving and meeting the needs of the people, 


efficiently and well. He has been active otherwise in 
the public affairs as secretary of the Kutztown Park 
Association, and during the World War was tireless in 
his efforts along community and patriotic lines. 

Mr. Saul is fraternally affiliated with Huguenot Lodge, 
No. 377, Free and Accepted Masons; the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, the Woodmen of the World, and the Franklin 
Masonic Club. Mr. Saul devotes his time almost wholly 
to his duties, gaining an occasional hour of relaxation in 
his Ford automobile. He is also fond of reading and 
deeply interested in the radio. His religious connection 
is with the Lutheran Church. 

Daniel Morris Saul married, in Kutztown, in. 1907, 
Laura S. Christman, daughter of Jerome D. and Kath- 
erine (Bieber) Christman, her father now deceased, her 
mother a resident of Kutztown. Mr. and Mrs. Saul 
are the parents of four sons: 1. Edgar R., who attends 
high school, class of 1925, 2. J. Gomer, also attending 
high school. 3. Willard D., attending public school. 
4. Frederick J. 


ABRAHAM H. SCHLEGEL—A largely efficient 
business executive of Berks County is Abraham H. 
Schlegel, whose wide interests link his name with various 
branches of progress, and his usefulness as a citizen and 


‘industrial leader has carried his name to wide prominence. 


Mr. Schlegel is a man of fine qualities whose work has 
given him an outstanding position in this section, and 
in his continued progress he is bearing an ever more 
important part in the affairs of his time. He is a son 
of Amos and Mary (Haas) Schlegel, now residents of 


Mt. Penn. His father, now eighty-one years of age, 
has been a lifelong farmer. 

Abraham H. Schlegel was born in Ruscombmancr Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, August 8, 1878, and re- 
ceived his early education in the local public schools. 
He then learned the trade of machinist and became iden- 
tifed in business with John Wallace Miller, going for- 


ward along manufacturing lines. For the past thirty years — 


Mr. Schlegel has been identified with the production of 
textile machinery, beginning as a machinist in the em- 
ploy of the Textile Machine Company of Wyomissing, 
and has continued in active service during this time. 
When he became identified with this firm they employed 
only thirty people, but during his connection with the 
enterprise it developed to great importance, and is now 
one of the leaders in its field in this section of the State. 
Mr. Schlegel has risen to Jarge responsibility in the 
organization, and is naturally interested in its progress. 

Another enterprise that shares the attention of Mr. 
Schlegel is the Hyde Park Manufacturing Company, manu- 
facturing mattresses, box springs, pillows, bolsters, and 
so forth. This concern is located in a most modern 
plant in Hyde Park, a suburb of Reading, and was 
established in 1908, its incorporation having been effected 
in 1911. The business is a thriving one, the concern 
constantly reaching out to wider usefulness and larger 
prosperity. The official personnel of the organization is 
as follows: A. H. Schlegel, president; A. H. Schmeck, 
vice-president; E. J. Spatz, secretary and general man- 
ager; and M. H. Miller, treasurer. As a leading business 
executive of Berks County Mr. Schlegel takes a deep 
interest in general public affairs. 

Mr. Schlegel was married January 20, 1900, to Anna 
Luppold, daughter of Andres and Catherine (Zeigler) 
Luppold, and are the parents of four children: Miriam 
Ruth; Carl A., a director of the Hyde Park Manufac- 
turing Company, and a salesman for this concern; Walter 
Alfred; Anna Louise. 


CHARLES WEAVER YERKES—As a leading 
figure in automobile distribution in Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, Charles Weaver Yerkes is going forward to large 
success, his previous experience and natural ability placing 
him in a position to lead in his chosen field of endeavor. 
Mr. Yerkes is a young man of energy and initiative, and 
in entering the automobile field he has applied his talents 
to a worthy and useful purpose. He is a member of a 
family long prominent in Reading, and always identified 
with progressive endeavor. James C. Yerkes, father of 
Mr. Yerkes, is a member of the great transportation or- 
ganization known as the Pennsylvania Railroad, of which 
he has been a conductor for thirty years, his faithful 
service in this position winning him the esteem and con- 
fidence of every one who is familiar with his work. He has 
other interests of importance, being the owner of a slag 
crusher at Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, and in the public and 
fraternal progress of his day he has borne a worthy part. 
He was for a number of years councilman of Reading, 
and is an honorary president of the Patriatic Order Sons 
of America. The mother, Hannah (Howell) Yerkes, is a 
graduate of Bucknell University, a woman of brilliant 
mentality and achievement, and a Shakespearean authority. 
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She was a charter member, also the first vice-president 
and first president of the Hathaway Shakespeare Club, 
of Philadelphia, and was also its first critic and historian, 
and is now the historian. 

Charles Weaver Yerkes was born in Reading, at the 
family home, No. 312 Oley Street, September 5, 1890, and 
there resided until his marriage. His education was begun 
in the local public schools and he later attended Schuykill 
Seminary, of Reading. At the age of eighteen years, Mr. 
Yerkes became identified with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, of Pennsylvania, in the capacity of telephone in- 
staller, and his natural adaptability to the work led to his 
steady promotion. He was made cable splicer’s helper, 
and learning the exacting and important trade of splicer, 
was equipped for its duties in the organization when he 
was taken ill with rheumatism. It was accordingly im- 
perative that he give up work of this nature and did so 
after four years with this company. He then entered the 
employ of C. E. Kirlin, food broker, remaining thus active 
until November, 1917. 

At that time enlisting in the United States Army, Mr. 
Yerkes was sent to Kelly Field, at San Antonio, Texas, 
then later was transferred to Springfield, Massachusetts, 
after which he was again transferred to Tallifero Field, 
No. 1, at Fort Worth, Texas, this service having been 
with the 207th Aero Squadron. Enlisting as private, and 
sworn into the service at Columbus, Ohio, Mr. Yerkes 
was promoted to sergeant, then to sergeant first-class, then 
was offered a commission as lieutenant, when the armistice 
was signed, but this honor he declined. He received his 
honorable discharge from the service, January 6, 1919, with 
a record of excellent conduct. Upon his return to civilian 
life, Mr. Yerkes was engaged in the wholesale confec- 
tionery business, until 1924, when he became active as 
distributor for the Rickenbacker car in Berks County. He 
has made a most auspicious beginning, and under his ad- 
ministration the sales of this automobile are mounting 
rapidly. His future is unquestionably assured, and he is 
taking a prominent place in the automobile world. He 
has few interests except of a business nature, but is a 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church, of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Charles W. Yerkes married, April 18, 1918, Mary Ruth 
Fry, daughter of Israel S. and Mary Etta (Kurtz) Fry, 
highly cultured and universally esteemed people among their 
friends. Mr. and Mrs. Yerkes are the parents of four 
children: 1-2. James and Israel, twins, born February 
14, 1921, who died. 3. Harry Fry, born January 1'5;01922. 
4. Charles Weaver, Jr., born July 2, 1923. 





MAURICE D. GRIM—In devoting his attention to 
the distribution of fine pianos and allied lines of music, 
Maurice D. Grim, the head of Grim Brothers, of Ham- 
burg, Pennsylvania, is following a line of endeavor emi- 
nently congenial and one to which he is rarely well fitted. 
Mr. Grim is a man of tireless energy and keen vision, 
who appreciates the significance of good music in the 
home and its value as an educational influence as well as 
an ethical force. He is a son of William H. and Katie 
(Dunkel) Grim, his father formerly at the head of the 
present interest, but now retired. 

Maurice D. Grim was born in Hamburg, Pennsylvania, 


and received a practical education in the local public 
schools. Entering the employ of his father as a young 
man, Mr. Grim learned the business through the very 
practical method of experience and became thoroughly 
familiar with every department. Gifted with a deep 
love for music, and with no slight musical ability, he 
has applied his talents to his present commercial line, 
not wholly for the sake of the profit therein, but because 
he believes this business one worthy of the attention of 
progressive and sincere men. Mr. Grim has won a 
position of wide note in this section and is universally 
honored and esteemed. His thoroughly alert and ever 
forward-looking attitude has won the admiration and 
commendation of the entire community, and he is con- 
sidered a leader in present-day advance. Mr.. Grim is 
affiliated with the world of finance as a stockholder in 
the Savings and Trust Company, and has for some years 
contributed to the general welfare of the community in 
his duties as a member of the local Council. He is a 
member of all the Masonic bodies. He also is a leading 
member of the Reading Community Club, and is fratern- 
ally affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
He also is a member of Hamburg Union, No. 1, Volunteer 
Fire Department. His religious connection is with the 
Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Grim married Mabe) Potteiger, and they are the 
parents of two children: Marie, and Charles. 





JASPER ROGER BROWN—A noteworthy figure 
in business affairs in Reading today is Jasper Roger 
Brown, who is identified with the well known firm of 
Saylor & Company, manufacturers of shoe laces. Mr. 
Brown is a forward-looking executive of recognized 
ability and a young man from whom much is expected 
in the future. Having entered business affairs with an 
excellent preparation added to his natural equipment, his 
progress thus far is unquestionably only an augur of his 
future attainment. Mr. Brown is a son of James Robert 
and Helena (Mohn) Brown, his father a successful manu- 
facturer of Esterly, Pennsylvania. 

Jasper Roger Brown was born in Rehersberg, Center 
County, Pennsylvania, October 31, 1894. Receiving his 
early education in the public schools of Exeter, also in 
this State, he later attended Franklin and Marshall Aca- 
demy, from which he was graduated in due course. 
He then covered one year of work in Franklin and Mar- 
shall College and took up teaching. His experience in this 
line of endeavor was in the celebrated Stoner’s Busi- 
ness College of Reading, and after a few years in that 
connection Mr. Brown was active in office work. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1920, he entered the business organization of 
which he is now a member, known as Saylor & Company. 
Familiarizing himself more or less definitely with the 
production departments of the enterprise, Mr. Brown 
has found his chief activity in the business offices of 
the concern, and through his progressive attention to 
their interests his work is counting largely for the prog- 
ress of the concern. Mr. Brown is not widely affiliated 
outside his business interests, but is a member of St. 
John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
‘Ancient and Illustrious Knights of Malta, also the Lambda 
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Chi Alpha Club of Franklin and Marshall College. He 
is a member of the Reformed Church. 

Jasper Roger Brown married, on October 14, 1916, 
Emma Catharine Smith, daughter of Charles H. and 
Ellen R. (Schaffer) Smith, and they are the parents of 
two sons: Herbert Roger, and Charles Austin. The 
family reside in Stony Creek Mills, Reading. 


CHARLES F. WENRICH—In a responsible office 
in the public service Charles F. Wenrich, of Wernersville, 
Pennsylvania, is bearing a worthy and progressive part 
in the affairs of his day. His present position as post- 
master of this village, which he has already filled for 
five years, places him in the Jead in local advance, and 
his usefulness is universally recognized. He is interested 
in every branch of present-day progress, and as a thor- 
oughly representative and noteworthy citizen he enjoys 
the esteem and confidence of the entire community. He 
is a son of William W. and Emma V. (Kintzer) Wen- 
rich, both now deceased, his father a prominent farmer 
of his time. 

Charles F. Wenrich was born in Berks County, Jan- 
uary 23, 1882. His education was begun in the local 
public schools and he later attended a Philadelphia Bus- 
iness College. Active for a time in various lines of 
advance, Mr. Wenrich filled a position as rural free 
delivery mail carrier out of Wernersville and he fulfilled 
the duties of this exacting and trying office for twelve 
and a half years. He then accepted the appointment 
as postmaster of Wernersville in November, 1919, and 
despite the change of administration in Washington, he is 
still filling this important office. He gives to its duties 
the characteristic energy for which he is well known, also 
the ceaseless attention which would count for success in 
any realm of business activity. His obliging spirit and 
sincere appreciation of the needs and wants of the 
people makes him a public servant of more, than casual 
or immediate value and his standing in the community 
is of the highest. During the World War, Mr. Wenrich 
took a constructive part in all the home endeavors of 
the period, but his interests outside his work are few, 
except in his home. There his leisure hours are spent 
and he is deeply appreciative of fine literature. Fratern- 
ally he is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. His religious affiliation is with the Reformed 
‘Church. 

Charles F. Wenrich married, in October, 1905, in Read- 
ing, Mary L. Ruth, of Wernersville, daughter of John 
A. and Emma C. Ruth. Mr. and Mrs. Wenrich are 
the parents of four sons: John W.; Robert C.; Walter 
M.; and Franklin J. 


WILLIAM W. KECK—A man of practical and 
amply demonstrated ability in the business world, William 
W. Keck, of Reading, Pennsylvania, holds noteworthy 
prominence in the progress of his day, and as a leading 
clothing dealer, with a fine location on Penn Street, 
he is influential in a marked degree in the general advance 
of the city. He has attained a gratifying measure of 
success, following the general branch of commercial ac- 
tivity for which he is naturally qualified, and he has 
‘won the esteem and regard of the entire community. 
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Mr. Keck is a son of Daniel H. and Elizabeth (Yoder) 
Keck, his father a farmer by occupation. 

William W. Keck was born January 1, 1871, in New, 
Hanover, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and atten- 
ded the public schools of the township until the age of 
fifteen years, his education being limited to a five-month 
term each year, and the schools not graded. With this 
meagre preparation Mr. Keck entered the business world 
in. the employ of a leading concern in the same field, 
in which he is now so successfully engaged. For many 
years he was active in the clothing business, then, on May 
15, 1913, he opened the store at No. 418 Penn Street, 
associating with him in partnership William N. Croll. This 
enterprise prospered largely, and Mr. Keck developed 
the business to such extensive proportions that he was 
compelled to seek larger quarters, and on August 23, 
1923, he removed to his present location at No. 630 
Penn Street. Here he maintains one of the most attrac- 
tive and well ordered stores of its kind in Reading, and 
holds leading rank in this field in Berks County. His 
other business affiliation include a directorship in the 
Farmers’ National Bank, and he keeps in touch with all 
forward-looking effort, supporting the Democratic Party 
in political affairs, but feeling only the citizen’s interest 
in public matters. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Free and Accepted Masons, the Consistory, and the Shrine. 
He is further a member of the Rotary Club, the Wyomis- 
sing Club, the Reading Automobile Club, of which he 
is president, and the Reading Country Club. He attends 
the Trinity Lutheran Church. 

William W. Keck married, at Pottstown, August’ 11, 
1897, Florence Detweiler, daughter of John L. and Har- 
riet (Weidner) Detweiler. William W. and Florence 
(Detweiler) Keck are the parents of two children: Eli- 
zabeth, born September 17, 1901; and Wilma, born Feb- 
tuary 9, 1915. 


HAROLD C. COONEY—In the younger group of 
business executives in Berks County, Pennsylvania, Harold 
C. Cooney holds a position of marked prominence and is 
fulfilling his duties in that connection with the marked 
ability which promises large achievement in the future. 
Mr. Cooney is an alert, progressive and eminently practi- 
cal man of the hour, a veteran of the World War activities, 
and affiliated with fraternal interests. He is a son of Wil- 
liam J. and Nora E. (Gerhard) Cooney, his father alder- 
man for fifteen years of the Ninth Ward, of Reading, and 
a well known figure in the municipal affairs. The mother 
is a member of a prominent Berks County family. 

Harold C. Cooney was born in Reading, March 13, 1895. 
Receiving his early education in the local public schools, 
he devoted two years to the study at the night high 
schools while occupied in industrial endeavor, also covered 
a course at a local commercial college. In 1913 Mr. 
Cooney entered the employ of the Mt. Penn Stove Works, 
with which he has been continuously active since, with the 
sole exception of his military service. Beginning in a 
subordinate capacity, but applying to his duties the con- 
structive spirit and the tenacity of purpose which counts 
for permanent usefulness, Mr. Cooney has risen in the 
organization until now he fills the office of assistant treas- 
urer. His work is counting definitely for the progress of 
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the concern and he will unquestionably hold even larger 
executive responsibility in the years to come. Always in- 
terested in the general progress of his time, Mr. Cooney 
early enlisted for activity in the World War and -was as- 
signed to the Air Service and stationed at Kelly Field, 
Texas. He is affiliated with various branches of organized 


_advance and fraternally holds membership in the Free and 


Accepted Masons, and the various bodies of the Masonic 
Order, up to and including the Consistory, in which he 
holds the thirty-second degree. He is also a member of 
the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles ef the Mystic Shrine, and 
the Temple Club. He is further identified with the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America, and the Ancient and Illustrious 
Order of the Knights of Malta. He attends St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church. 


CHARLES ROY SASSAMAN—Commercial affairs 
have engaged the attention of Charles Roy Sassaman 
since the completion of his studies, and his present position 
as office manager for the Reading Chewing Gum Com- 
pany places him among the widely prominent and notably 
successful men of the day in Berks County. Mr. Sas- 
saman is a thoroughly progressive young man, whose 
activities are counting in a definite and practical way for 
the growth and development of one of Reading’s widely 
known industries, and his individual success is unquestion- 
ably a. matter of great possibilities in the future. 

Charles Roy Sassaman was born in Krumsville, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, March 17, 1889. His early educa- 
tion was received in the public schools of Reading, and 
he later attended Stoner’s Business College of this city, 
of which he is a graduate. His career was begun in 1908, 
in .the capacity of bookkeeper, and he was active for 
various Jeading concerns of this city, gaining breadth of 
experience in his chosen field of advance. Soon rising to 
the position of office manager, he has filled this important 
position with the Reading Chewing Gum Company for 
the past few years. The practical details of the business 
thus coming under his hand, and feeling the constructive 
force of his training and experience, as well as his definite 
business ability, Mr. Sassaman’s relation to the concern 
is one of large and permanent importance. He is going 
forward to ever greater success and is thoroughly repre- 
sentative of local business advance. Widely known fra- 


ternally, Mr. Sassaman is identified with St. John’s Lodge, . 


No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons, and all bodies of 
the Masonic Order, up to and including Reading Con- 
sistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; is past president 
of Lodge No. 330, Improved Order of Red Men; Lodge 
No. 477, Knights of Malta; and Sinking Spring Nest, 
No. 122, Fraternal Order of Orioles. His religious affil- 
ijation is with Zion’s Reformed Church. 

Charles Roy Sassaman married, August 5, 1915, Emma 
Victoria Leinbach, daughter of William O. and Lizzie 
Leinbach. Mr. and Mrs. Sassaman are the parents of 
one son: John, born June 4, 1918. The family residence 
is at No. 319 Hoskin Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DRUCRKENMILLER 
—An honored citizen of broad usefulness is Benjamin 
Franklin Druckenmilier, of Kutztown, whose activities are 
definitely and broadly beneficial to the people and to the 
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community as a:civic body. Mr. Druckenmiller devotes 
his attention largely to the industrial plant of which he 
has long been the head, but he is at all times glad to 
bear a worthy part in community effort of worthy im- 
port, and has contributed substantially of his time and 
means to many civic movements. In meeting individual 


responsibility or in serving the public along whatsoever - 


line of advance, Mr. Druckenmiller gives to his every 
act the lofty idealism and practical ability which together 
form such a force for achievement. He is a member of 
an old and honored family of Pennsylvania, originally 
from Europe, and is a son of Tilghman and Barbara 
(Frey) Druckenmiller, his father now retired from ac- 
tive life. 

Benjamin Franklin Druckenmiller was born in Upper 
Macungie Township, Pennsylvania, April 28, 1872. His 
education was received in the local public schools, and 
as a young man he became interested in industrial ad- 
vance. Becoming a resident of Kutztown, he identified 
himself with the knitting industry, and started out in 
that general line of progress. He has now for a period 
of thirty years been active in the employ of the Deisher 
Knitting Mills, of Kutztown, and rising in the organiza- 
tion from a subordinate position, he now stands among 
the prominent executives of the day, as superintendent 
of this plant. He has under his supervision about one 
hundred men, and his wise and judicious administration 
of the trust placed in his hands has in no slight measure 
increased the’ prosperity of the interest and developed 
the plant. In every phase of community endeavor Mr. 
Druckenmiller always feels the keenest interest, and he 
responds cordially to every appeal for cooperation. Dur- 
ing the World War he bore a worthy part in all the 
home activities of the period, and was counted among 
the local leaders in war work. Fraternally he is afnl- 
iated with the Knights of the Golden Eagle; and he is 
a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Benjamin Franklin Druckenmiller married, in Kutztown, 
in 1896, Laura Wessner, daughter of Reuben and Han- 
nah (Deisher) Wessner, and they are the parents of 
three children: 1. George W., a student at Franklin and 
Marshall College, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 2. Verna 
Laura, attending the Keystone Normal School, at Kutz- 
town. 3. Clarence, now in high school. 


LLOYD J. KEENER—A successful and prominent 
executive in a vital field of food production in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, is Lloyd J. Keener, who conducts the well- 
managed and attractive bakery at No. 354 North Front 
Street. Mr. Keener is a practical and efficient man, well 
trained in his field of endeavor and possessing the highest 
ideals as well as a natural business ability. He has been 
a resident of Reading for upwards of twenty-four years, 
and is one of the highly esteemed business men of this 
city. He is a son of August D.-and Sarah (Fehr) Keener, 
the mother now deceased. The father was active for many 
years aS a miller at Rehrersburg and Fritztown, going 
forward thus until his retirement, and he has since resided 
in Rehrersburg. 

Lloyd J. Keener was born at Fritztown, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, October 8, 1884. Receiving his education 


‘in the public schools and thereby gaining a practical 
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foundation for his career, he became a resident of Reading 
in 1901 and has since followed his trade here. He was 
active in the employ of leading concerns until 1921, when 
he established the present interest. He has now. devel- 
oped a largely prosperous business and is counted among 
the leaders in his field. His plant is splendidly equipped 
with the most modern devices for the production of bakery 
foods and every branch is conducted under the most 
scrupulous sanitary conditions. 

Interested in all that makes for the general advance. 
Mr. Keener is independent in his political convictions, 
and fraternally is affiliated with Chandler Lodge, No. 
227, Free and Accepted Masons; also the various bodies 
of the Scottish Rite, up to and including the Consistory, 
in which he holds the thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and 
the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. He is further a member of 
the Patriotic Order Sons of America, No. 689; the Knights 
of the Maccabees; and the Loyal Order of Moose; also 
the Schuylkill Fire Company Honorary Association; and 
he attends St. Stephen’s Reformed Church. 

Lloyd J. Keener married, on January 16, 1903, at 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Neida L. Stichler, daughter of 
Henry and Hannah (Stoudt) Stichler, and they are the 
parents of four children: Walter A.; Florence M.; David 
D.; and Betty Jane. 


PAUL OTTO KEPPELMANN —As a sanitary 
and heating engineer, Paul Otto Keppelmann, of Reading, 
is prominent in business affairs in Berks County today, 
and his usefulness in the civic advance is a matter of 
general recognition. Mr. Keppelmann is giving to his 
work large energy and outstanding ability, and in his 
progress through the early periods of his activity gives 
his present position the significance of the success at- 
tained through individual effort. Mr. Keppelmann is a 
son of William and Ella (Brown) Keppelmann, his father 
active in the industrial world for many years, having 
been engaged as a moulder for twenty-three years and 
as foreman for the Mt. Penn Stove Works for twenty- 
five years. William Keppelmann served in the Common 
Council of Reading in the year 1902. 

Paul Otto Keppelmann was born in Reading, November 
22, 1885. His primary studies were covered. at the public 
school then on the corner of Elm and Schuylkill avenues, 
later attending three full years of the high school course. 
Learning his trade in the employ of W. A. Heckman, 
he was active in his employ at No. 16 North Eighth 
Street from 1906 until 1909. On March 5, 1909, Mr. 
Keppelmann established his own business, Jocating first 
at No. 628 North First Street, then removing to the 
corner of Madison and Spring streets, the steady expan- 
sion of this interest compelling Mr. Keppelmann later to 
seek more commodious quarters, which he found at the 
corner of Third and Spring streets and his present head- 
quarters at No. 949 North Third Street place him in 


. an excellent location. Acting as contractor he meets every 


need of the people in the field of heating and sanitation, 
and his work is contributing largely to the welfare and 
health of the city. He has handled many important con- 
tracts both in Reading and in its extensive suburbs. Mr. 
Keppelmann is an Independent in political convictions, 


but has never accepted public responsibilities of an offi- 
cial nature. He is a member of the Master Plumbers’ 
Association, of which he is president, now (1924) serving 
his second year in this office, and he is also a member 
of the Reading Builders’ Exchange. His clubs are the 
Kiwanis and the Reading Country, and he attends St. 
Mark’s Reformed Church. 

Paul Otto Keppelmann married, in Reading, October 
4, 1911, Bertha R. Brossman, daughter of James_B. and 
Ellen (Kissling) Brossman. The Brossman family dates 
back to the early part of the eighteenth century in Berks 
County, Francis (Frantz) Brossman having been born in 
Germany, from whence he came to America, locating 
first in Schoharie County, New York, then settling perm- 
anently in this part of Pennsylvania between 1723 and 
1728. James B. Brossman is the fourth generation in 
America, and has spent his active career in building en- 
deavors as a contractor, having erected many comfortable 
residences of moderate cost in Reading and vicinity. 


DOMINIC MAURER, SR.—In the field of gen- 
eral contracting, Dominic Maurer, Sr., of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, holds a broadly noteworthy position, for he 
has executed some of the most important contracts in this 
part of Berks County, and in his breadth of usefulness 
has given his name large prominence in the business and 
civic life of the municipality. He is now practically retired 
from business affairs, but still feels a deep interest in the 
business which is carried forward by his sons, who defer 
to his judgment on many points in its progress. Mr. 
Maurer is of French birth and training, and came to 
America as a young man. He has now been a resident 
of Reading for forty-two years. 

The Maurer family is one of importance in France, 
especially along industrial lines, and Anthony Maurer, 
Mr. Maurer’s father, was born in that country and came 
to America in 1882, shortly following the death of his 
wife. Crossing the Atlantic on the French line steamer 
“Canada,” he brought most of his children with him, 
landing in New York City on May 4 of the year men- 
tioned. Coming at once to Reading, he resided here until 
his death, which occurred in May, 1901. Anthony Maurer 
married, in Germany, Anna Schwarzenteuber, who died 
in Germany at the age of fifty-two years. Their children 
were: 1. Joseph, later of Altoona, Pennsylvania. 2. An- 
thony, who remained in Germany, and became a success- 
ful farmer and burgomaster of the town of Albach. 3. 
Eugene, a prominent carpenter of Reading. 4. Margaret, 
wife of Peter Swope, of this city. 5. Dominic, of further 
mention. 6. Jacob, also of Reading. The two eldest 
sons served in the German Army. 

Dominic Maurer, Sr., was born in Alsace-Lorraine, Ger- 
many, on August 22, 1862. Educated in the schools of 
his native country, he learned to make wooden shoes as 
a lad and was active at this trade until coming to Amer- 
ica. His first employment on this side of the Atlantic 
was in the plant of the Scott Company, of Reading, where 
he continued for a year and a half. He next entered the 
employ of Engelbert Wagenblast, who was later his father- 
in-law, remaining for many years with the Wagenblast 
interests, but eventually, on July 23, 1902, established his 
own business along the same line of endeavor. This 
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was cement construction, and Mr. Maurer has done some 
of the most important and interesting work in this gen- 
eral field in Reading and vicinity. Jn 1910 Mr. Maurer’s 
son, John D. Maurer, joined him in the enterprise, after 
several years of experience with his father, as foreman. 
In 1913 a younger son, Dominic A. Maurer, Jr., who 
had also been employed with his father and brother, en- 
tered the business as a partner. The firm name then 
became Dominic Maurer & Sons ,and under the guidance 
of these progressive men the interest became one of the 
foremost in its: field in this general section. Soon after 
the change of the name the affairs of the company became 
so important that it was advisable to divide the respon- 
sibilities under separate heads. John D. Maurer took over 
the financial and commercial branch, and with his natural 
genius for business procedure, added to his wide ex- 
perience, he has ably conducted the administration side 
of the interest. Dominic A. Maurer, Jr., took over the 
supervision of the operating end of the business, attend- 
ing to the actions, operations and movements of the 
organization. Of recent years, Mr. Maurer, although still 
retaining his position as head of the business, has retired 
from the major portion of his former business activities, 
lending his services, whenever required, in an advisory 
capacity. Many interesting pieces of work have been 
completed by the firm, and further, a large volume of 
small jobs which to-day are splendid examples of the 
fine workmanship done by the frm of Dominic Maurer 
& Sons. Among the commissions executed are: The first 
Narrow Fabric Building; the Schultz home in Northside; 
the concrete work in the Municipal Comfort Station; and 
in six months, in 1923, they completed 30,000 square 
yards of alley paving work, which stands to-day as a 
monument of great achievement such as was the hope 
and dream of the pioneers of the business—that their 
labors might be a benefit to the general community by 
creating a healthy, clean and safe condition in which the 
people could live and flourish. The leaders of the com- 
munity, realizing that the quality of workmanship which 
was turned out by the organization was of the best kind, 
engaged their services to do work which was of a particular 
kind and required exceptional skill. Since 1919 the firm 
has done considerable work in the general contracting line 
rather than merely specializing in concrete and cement 
work. It has been said of the Maurer work that it “is 
its own recommendation.” Certain it is that the many 
structures which stand to their credit and the countless 
items of general cement work which they have done 
reveal in their excellence and permanence the hand of 
the master workman and the able executive. The office 
of the concern is at No. 1031 Walnut Street, Reading. 
Mr. Maurer’s interests are largely bound up in his busi- 
ness affairs, but he is a member of St. Paul’s Roman 
Catholic Church; the Holy Cross Society; Knights of 
St. George; the Holy Name Society; and St. Boniface 
Society. 

Dominic Maurer, Sr., married (first) in 1884, Helen 
Wagenblast, who died March 30, 1909, leaving several 
children. He married (second) Mary J. Wagenblast. The 
children of Dominic Maurer are: 1. Joseph, of California. 
2. John D., a biography of whom follows. 3 and 4. An- 


thony and Dominic, twins, now deceased. 5. George, de- | 
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ceased. 6. Dominic A., Jr., a biography of whom follows 
that of his brother, John D. 7. Mary, wife of William 
Stauffer. 8. Aloysius, who was active in the service during 
the World War, later married Bertha Heckman, and has 
one son, Anthony. 9. Robert, deceased. 10. Helen, wife 
of Alexander Herman, their daughter, Caroline. 11. Mar- 
garet, deceased. 12. Janet, laso deceased. 13. Janet. 14. 
Ottiella. 

JOHN D. MAURER —Worthy representative of an 
honored line of ancestors, distinguished in various provin- 
ces of Germany for many generations, John D. Maurer 
is the second in descent to be identified with American 
progress, and his wide usefulness in industrial affairs in 
Pennsylvania gives his name large significance to his 
chosen field of endeavor, while his work has been of 
special and permanent benefit to Berks County. A native 
of Reading, and a lifelong resident of this city or its 
environs, Mr. Maurer has achieved much and is still 
going forward. As he is yet a young man the future 
will unquestionably see his ever greater prominence and 
success. Mr. Maurer is a son of Dominic Maurer, Sr., 
whose prominence as the head of the construction inter- 
est still bearing his name places him among the outstand- 
ing men of the day in this section. 

John D. Maurer was born in Reading May 8, 1886. 
His education was received in the local schools, and fol- 
lowing the completion of his studies he became inter- 
ested in the -activities in which his father was engaged, as 
a cement contractor. It was in 1910 that the younger 
man became a member of the firm, and this was after a 
number of years of success as foreman in his father’s 
employ, in which position he amply demonstrated his 
own ability and forward-looking spirit. Further particulars 
oi the firm are given in the preceding sketch of the 
father, Dominic Maurer, Sr. Now as the active head of 
this concern, John D. Maurer holds a very prominent 
place in the community, and his interest in all that makes 
for the general advance gives his name high standing in 
business, social and civic circles in this municipality. 

Mr. Maurer is a member of the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks; the Bavarian Association; the 
Chamber of Commerce; the Manufacturers’ Association; 
the Catholic Literary and Social Union; and St. Paul’s 
Roman Catholic Church. 

John D. Maurer married, on February 12, 1904, Louisa 
Schwemmer, and they have two children: Loretta; and 
Robert J. The family home is at No. 234 North Eleventh 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, 


DOMINIC A. MAURER, JR.—In the construction 
world of Berks County, Pennsylvania, Dominic A. Maurer, 
holds a prominent position as a member of the widely 
known firm of Dominic Maurer & Sons. His lifelong 
experience has been connected with the history of this 
concern, and in his large ability and tireless energy the 
business has felt the impetus of a strong force for prog- 
ress. A member of the firm for somewhat more than 
eleven years, Mr. Maurer has done much to promote 
progressive endeavor in his field as well as to advance 
the interests of the business. He is a son of Dominic 
faurer, Sr., (see a preceding biography), whose history 
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is familiar to many people in this section, and he is 
honored and esteemed by all. 

Dominic A. Maurer, Jr., was born in Reading, March 
26, 1892, and received his education in the public schools 
of his birthplace. When he had completed his studies 
he entered the employ of his father, and through practical 
experience in the various branches familiarized himself 
with the business of which the older man was the founder 
and until recent years continued at the head. Taking 


an active part in the affairs of the concern from the | 


beginning, Mr. Maurer became a member in 1913, and 
continued in partnership with his father and _ brother 
under the firm name of Dominic Maurer & Sons. The 
retirement of the father a few years ago left the brothers 
in charge of the business, and Dominic A. Maurer, Jr, 
has borne a leading part in its progress. During the 
greater part of the time of this activity as a member of 
the firm, Mr. Maurer has supervised construction, stand- 
ing at the head of the operating end of the business, 
while his older brother, John D. Maurer (see preceding 
sketch), attends to the commercial and financial affairs 
of the interest. The activities of this concern are broadly 
familiar to the people of Reading, who recognize in many 
of their public works the sincere spirit and faithfulness 
to lofty ideals which actuate these progressive men. Mr. 
Maurer is personally interested in every branch of worthy 
activity of civic or benevolent nature, but his energies are 
devoted practically without distraction to the interests 
of the concern. He is a member of the Knights of Colum- 
bus; and of St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania. 

Dominic A. Maurer, Jr., married October 14, 1913, 
Esther Kortenhorn, and they have two children: Mar- 
garet, and Marie. They reside at No. 232 North Eleventh 
Street, Reading. 


JOHN A. MOORE—As the head of an important 
business interest of Reading, Pennsylvania, John A Moore 
is a well known executive of the day, and the John Moore 
Marble Company is one of the widely known enterprises 
of this general region. Mr. Moore is a native of Read- 
ing, and was reared in the city of his birth, thus his 
lifelong interests have been identified with this municipality. 
In his practical and outstanding usefulness, his work 
reflects credit upon the civic body, and he holds the 
esteem and confidence: of all. Mr. Moore is a son of 
Joseph and Annie (Richards) Moore, his parents both 
esteemed residents of Reading for many years, and his 
father a veteran of the Civil War. Joseph Moore died 
in Coatesville, Pennsylvania, after a long and useful life. 

John A. Moore was born in Reading, March 24, 1874. 
Receiving a practical education in the local public schools, 
he learned the trade of marble-cutting, which he has 
followed for thirty years. Gaining wide experience in 
the employ of existing concerns in this region, Mr. Moore 
established himself in an independent interest in 1903. 
Later receiving into partnership George C. Tarves, these 
progressive men have developed a largely important in- 
terest, under the firm name mentioned above. They deal 
in interior marble, slate, tile, terrazzo and mosaic, with 
headquarters at Nos. 427-431 North Sixth Street. Giving 


to their work the artistic quality so universally sought 
in all kinds of interior finishing, the concern has risen 
to large prominence in the construction field and their 
success is a matter of definite achievement. Mr. Moore 
is a Republican by political affiliation, although never 
interested in the honors of office, and he is aftiliated with 
Isaac Hinly Lodge, No. 660, Free and Accepted Masons, 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and he is a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce. His religious affiliation is 
with the Evangelical Church. 

John A. Moore married, March 15, 1897, at Reading, 
Maggie Bauman, daughter of Henry and Matilda (Cramer) 
Bauman. Mr. and Mrs. Moore are the parents of three 
children: Dora, Grace, and Ruth. 


JAMES EDWIN REESER—Along the most prac- 
tical line of business endeavor James Edwin Reeser, of 
Reading, is bearing a worthy part in the progress of the 
day. Bringing to his present activities experience in other 
lines of progress, he is commanding the esteem and 
confidence of all and is winning marked success. Mr. 
Reeser is a member of a prominent family of this sec- 
tion, and is a son of James H. and Kate B. (Annerell) 
Reeser, his parents both residents of Reading. 

James Edwin Reeser was born in Reading, June 20, 
1898. He received a practical education in the local pub- 
lic schools, and his first business experience was in mer- 
cantile activities. For one year he was engaged in the 
employ of the M. J. Earl Paper Store, then for a time 
was with the Berks Knitting Company. Entering the 
Philadelphia & Reading Locomotive Shops, he was em- 
ployed in that connection for about four years, then 
established himself in business in Reading in 1919. He 
now conducts a prosperous and important interest along 
the line of transfer trucking and storage, also the distri- 
bution of ice. With headquarters at No. 1747 Center 
Avenue, Reading, he is doing a very prosperous and 
Jargely-promising business. An Independent by political 
convictions, Mr. Reeser lends his support to every phase 
of local and community advance of a progressive nature, 
and fraternally is affiliated with the Ancient and Illu- 
strious Order Knights of Malta, Castle No. 423, and the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America, Camp No. 691. His 
religious affiliation is with the Olivet Reformed Church. 

James Edwin Reeser married, at Reading, July 27, 1916, 
the Rev. I. M. Beaver performing the ceremony, Elsie 
May Steckler, daughter of John and Annie (Ludwig) 
Steckler, her father now deceased. James E. and Elsie 
May (Steckler) Reeser are the parents of one son, Robert, 
who died when only six months old. 


LAWRENCE HENRY FITZGERALD, M.D.— 
The part which Dr. Fitzgerald is taking in the general 
progress of his day in Berks County, Pennsylvania, is a 
worthy and constructive one, while in his chosen profes- 
sion of medicine he is considered one of the able and 
promising young men of the day. He is a son of Rev. 
Thomas Henry and Mary Blanton (Anderson) Fitzgerald, 
his father a Baptist minister, formerly pastor of the 
Washington Avenue Baptist Church, of Huntington, West 
Virginia, and also of Oak Hill Baptist Church, of Oak 
Hill, West Virginia. 
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Lawrence Henry Fitzgerald was born in Huntington, 
West Virginia, October 31, 1895. Receiving his education 
in the public schools of his birthplace, his graduation from 
Oak Hill High School of Oak Hill, West Virginia, occur- 
red in 1912, and five years later he was graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania, School of Medicine, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The following year his grad- 
uation from the Army Medical School, of Washington, 
District of Columbia, occurred. Dr. Fitzgerald served 
his interneship at the Western Pennsylvania Hospital, of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and also at the Hamot Hos- 
pital, of Erie, Pennsylvania. Following his return to 
civilian life, Dr. Fitzgerald entered the practice of med- 
icine at Temple, Pennsylvania, in September, 1920, and 
his. usefulness in this community has since been univer- 
sally recognized among the people. His natural ability 
and splendid training have combined to carry him already 
to a gratifying measure of success, and he is considered 
one of the most noteworthy young men of local profes- 
sional circles. During the year 1923, and also the present 
year (1924), Dr. Fitzgerald has served as president of 
the Temple Board of Health, and his work in this con- 
nection is counting definitely for the local good. Dr. Fitz- 
gerald’s military service began with his enlistment in the 
Medical Corps of the United States Army. Commissioned 
first-lieutenant, he was assigned to the Base Hospital at 
Camp Sherman, Ohio, then served successively at the 
Mayo Clinic, at Rochester, Minnesota; the Army Medical 
School, of Washington, District of Columbia; the Base 
Hospital, Camp Humphreys, of Virginia; and Camp In- 
firmary, No. 5, of Camp Dix, New Jersey. He is a 
member of the American Medical Association, the Berks 
County Medical Society, and the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania. Fraternally, Dr. Fitzgerald is affil- 
iated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Reading Sovereign Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Neversink Forest, 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon. His religious connection is with 
the First Baptist Church, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Fitzgerald married, in Washington, District of Col- 
umbia, June 25, 1919, Mabel Helen Dietrich, daughter 
of Oscar Henry and Lizzie Aquilla (Kostenbader) Die- 
trich. 





ELMER SEIDEL THOMPSON—In the history 
of Reading the name of Elmer Seidel Thompson bears 
more than passing significance to the welfare and prosper- 
ity of the people, for he was one of the prominent and 
largely successful men in the local field of mechanics. 
An expert in his realm, and a man of large energy and 
devoted spirit, he did much for the progress of the various 
industries of Reading which required mechanical equip- 
ment. His personality was unusually lovable, and by all 
with whom he came in contact, he was held in the 
most cordial regard. A man to whom duty was the first 
thought, he gave himself to the responsibilities that were 
placed in his hands, and in his self-forgetful and eminently 
honorable life an inspiration for those who follow after 
still gives his name lasting significance to the progress of 
the city. 

Augustus Thompson, Mr. Thompson’s father, was for 
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many years a resident of Gibraltar, in this county, then 
was located in Reading, where he was engaged in the 
manufacture of fire brick, becoming largely successful in 
this field and rising to considerable importance. He es. 
tablished the Thompson Homestead on North Fifth Street, 
Which is still in the family. A man of the highest prin- 
ciples, and always alert to the movement of the times, 
he gave to his day and generation the constructive en- 
deavor which counts for permanent prosperity. Augus- 
tus Thompson married Elizabeth Seidel, of Gibraltar, and 
both are now deceased and buried in Charles Evans Ce- 
metery. They were members of the Lutheran Church, 
and active in the work of that organization. They were 
the parents of four children: 1. Alfred S., of Reading. 
2. Elmer Seidel, whose name entitles this review. 3. 
Clara C., who became the wife of Frank C. Smink (see 
following biography), both now deceased. 4. Augusta. 
wife of the late Charles E. Pauch, and a resident of 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 

Elmer Seidel Thompson received a practical education 
in the public schools of Reading. He learned the trade 
of machinist in this city, and during his active lifetime 
was engaged along that line of endeavor. After a number 
of years of practical experience in the employ of other 
concerns, Mr. Thompson established his own interest, 
building a substantial shop in the rear of his North 
Fifth Street home. He resided with his parents during 
their lifetime, devoting himself to their care and comfort 
in their declining years, and meanwhile developed a very 
prosperous and important business interest. He continued 
active until failing health compelled him to retire, and 
his death, which occurred on February 12, 1911, removed 
from the community one of the most estimable and univer- 
sally respected men of Reading. Domestic in tastes and 
broadly appreciative of the interests which most fittingly 
center about the fireside, Mr. Thompson supported the 
Republican Party in political affairs, although never ac- 
tive in public life. He was a worthy and consistent 
member of the Lutheran Church and did much for the 
advancement of the Sunday School. His form was sadly 
missed from his accustomed place, both in the business 
world and in the church, and among all his many friends 
his death was the occasion of sincere expressions of 
regard and sorrow for his passing. 

Mr. Thompson married, in 1910, Ella Smink, daughter 
of Hiram B. and Elizabeth (Ebert) Smink, her father 
a former merchant tailor of Reading and a man universally 
esteemed in this city. Both Mrs. Thompson’s parents 
are now deceased, and, like her husband, Mrs. Thompson 
cared for them during their declining years and until their 
passing. Mrs. Thompson is a lady of culture and inter- 
ested in literature and art, although so far as organized 
endeavor is concerned, she is active only in the work of 
the Reformed Church, of which she is a devout member. 
She resides at the Thompson Homestead, at No. 135 
North Fifth Street. 





FRANK C. SMINK—In the spring of 1920 onz 
of the most distinguished figures in industrial circles in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, passed on to the great majority, 
and the duties which had for many years been discharged 
by this able and efficient executive were left to the hands 
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of others. Much is said of the man who achieves distinc- 
tion in the realm of art or literature, or in the scientific 
professions, but to him whose brain and energy creates 
the means of the working man’s livelihood equal, if not 
greater, honor is due. He places in the hands” of those 
unable to achieve for themselves the very means of life. 
To Frank C. Smink, as president of the Reading Iron 
Company, the people of this city and of a wide region 
round about looked up as to an honored leader, and 
his success in the business world was the more creditable 
for the fact that it was from a boyhood of meagre ad- 
vantages and from a youth lacking influence or aid, 
that he rose to his eventual prominence. 

Frank C. Smink was born in Kutztown, in this county, 
in 1845, and was a son of Hiram B. and Elizabeth 
(Ebert) Smink, esteemed residents of that community 
and Reading. As a lad he attended the public schools 
of Reading, and was graduated from Reading High School 
in 1861. 

Following that occasion, Mr. Smink taught school 
during the winter months and spent his summers on 
the farm as an ordinary farm laborer. Realizing his 
natural aptitude for business affairs and feeling that on 
his own efforts depended his future attainments, Mr. 
Smink secured a position as bookkeeper, in the employ 
of H. F. Felix, a well known shoe manufacturer of Read- 
ing at that time. For about two years he was active in 
this connection, then, in 1864, he became identified with 
the Philadelphia & "Reading Railway Company, in the 
capacity of secretary to the superintendent. G. A. Nicolls 
then filled that office, and after a service of three years. 
Mr. Smink resigned to accept a position as chief clerk 
in the Bushong Brothers Bank. He was soon advanced to 
the responsibilities of cashier, in which office he served 
until the failure of the institution in 1877. During his 
connection with the Bushong Brothers Bank, Mr. Smink 
became a substantial stockholder in the Berks & Lehigh 
Railroad Company, in which he became treasurer and 
general manager. He was equally prominent in the Key- 
stone Hardware Company, and was eventually elected 
president of that concern, which, however, suspended in 
1877. 

On January 1, 1878, Mr. Smink identified himself with 
the Reading Iron Works, of which for a period of eleven 
years he was a constructive force and a leading executive. 
On the date mentioned, he became general business man- 
ager of this concern and for about eleven years went for- 
ward in that capacity. The failure of the concern in 
1889 was followed by the organization of the Reading 
Iron Company, with George F. Baer as president, and 
Frank C. Smink, vice-president and general manager. The 
interest went forward along new and eminently progressive 
lines, under the leadership of these two outstanding fig- 
ures in the history of Berks County. In 1902, when Mr. 
Baer resigned from the presidency on account of the 
demands of other interests, Mr. Smink succeeded him as 
president of the Reading Iron Company. Under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Smink as president, the Reading Iron 
Company grew very rapidly and extended in importance 
until it has now, for years, held leading rank among the 
industrial organizations of the “Keystone State” the most 
important center of iron production of the North Amer- 





ican continent. To-day no less than 7,000 employees find 
regular work in the many plants of this great concern in 
the various parts of the State, and it is now the most 
enormous producer of genuine wrought iron pipe not only 
in America, but in the world. The significance of such 
outstanding achievement as must be credited to Frank 
C. Smink cannot be computed, for not only in the present 
generation, but in the wider opportunities open to future 
generations, through present-day prosperity and advance, 


_the people of city, commonwealth and nation are directly 


and permanently benefited. 

Other interests also claimed a share of Mr. Smink’s 
constructive attention and able efficiency. He was for 
many years a director of the Pennsylvania Steel Com- 
pany and the many subsidiary concerns of that great 
organization. A director of the Reading Trust Company, 
he held a similiar relation to the Spanish-American Iron 
Company, the Cornwall & Lebanon Railway Company, 
the Schuylkill & Lehigh Railroad Company, the Maryland 
Steel Company, and the Penn Mary Coal Company, 
the Temple Iron Company; was president of the Deer 
Park Land Company; and a director of the Pure Oil 
Company. 

Mr. Smink’s influence was always cast in support of 
every worthy and progressive endeavor, especially along 
organized lines of advance. He was a member of the 
American Institute of Mining Engineers; the American 
Iron and Steel Institute, the Pennsylvania Society in 
New York; and his clubs were: The Wyomissing, the 
Berkshire Country, of which he was president; the Man- 
hattan, of New York; the Philadelphia Country, of Phil- 
adelphia; and Franklin Institute, also of Philadelphia. 

Frank C. Smink married, in December, 1866, Clara C. 
Thompson, daughter of Augustus and Elizabeth (Seidel) 
Thompson, of Reading, and sister of Elmer Seidel Thomp- 
son (see preceding biography). Mr. and Mrs. Smink were 
the parents of four children: 1. Harry A. 2. Augusta, 
wife of Samuel Heim. 3. Emily M., wife of J. Bennett 
Nolan. 4. Elizabeth. 





HOWARD D. BECKER —As is often the case with 
men who have made a, success of life, it has taken years 
and a number of diversified occupations before they have 
found themselves in the right place where they could de- 
vote their energy and talents to attaining the best results. 
So it was with Howard D. Becker, head of the model 
laundry which bears his name in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
in which city he has forged to the front as a leading busi- 
ness man, whose establishment has a large and growing 
patronage. One of the elements of Mr. Becker’s success 
lies in his insistence upon absolute cleanliness in the opera- 
tion of his laundry. It is an exemplar of sanitation from 
beginning to end, and its customers have come to use as 
synonyms “Becker and cleanliness,” so thoroughly does 
the term enter into the management of the plant. It is 
the last word in all that word implies when attached to the 
Jaundry business. Its application is one of the chief assets 
of the establishment. Mr. Becker is ably assisted in the 
management by his wife and two sons. 

Howard D. Becker was born in Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1874, son of Walter and Emma Becker. His 
early days had much in common with other boys of his 
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native village. He attended the public schools, meanwhile 
applying himself industriously to his duties on the farm. 
School days ended and life on the farm not proving highly 
remunerative to this business man in embryo, the youthful 
seeker after the goal of his ambition entered one occupa- 
tion after another, only to discover that until he began 
to learn the laundry business had he found the thing that 
he wanted very much to do on his own account. So four- 
teen years ago be acquired the property at No. 320 North 
Front Street, Reading, and there established the Becker 
Laundry. It is an ideal location, and the plant is good to 
look upon and into. He has brought his business to a pros- 
perous stage where he employs twenty people, and has a 
regular line of customers as well as a goodly run of tran- 
sients. He is a fixture in the business life of the com- 
munity. 

During the participation of the United States in the 
World War, Mr. Becker patriotically did his part in all 
the various drives for the government, charities and con- 
servation. He comes rightfully by his close and studious 
application to his chosen calling, for it is in his blood not 
to be a rolling stone. His father has been a school teacher 
for a quarter of a century, and deputy warden of Berks 
County for twenty-one years. His diversions are few and 
select. He is very fond of the great out-of-doors, but his 
business keeps him pretty closely confined. He does make 
it his purpose to make motor trips over frequent week- 
ends, and occasionally indulges in a holiday on a week-day, 
but his chief “recreation,” as he will say, is his laundry. 
He is a member of the Patriotic Order Sons of America, 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and The Egyptians. He 
is a communicant of the Lutheran church. 

Mr. Becker married, at Reading, Katherine M. Grommis, 
of Leesport, Pennsylvania, daughter of Isaac and Kather- 
ine Grommis. Mr. and Mrs. Becker have two sons: Rob- 
ert and John, who are associated with their father in the 
management of the laundry establishment. 


ARTHUR HUGO BACH —For more than half a 
century the name of Bach in Pennsylvania has stood for 
the highest ideals in two branches of physical culture, 
swimming and dancing. Applying to both the principle 
of commercial integrity, together with lofty idealism, 
father and son have developed one of the finest natatori- 
ums and dancing academies in the State. Naturally gifted 
in instruction, and experts in the fields in which they are 
active, they have given to the city of Philadelphia and 
also to the city of Reading the possibility of enjoying 
these healthful pastimes under the most ideal conditions. 
Arthur Hugo Bach, who is now an active executive in the 
interest and stands at the head of the Reading Natatorium, 
is one of the most progressive young men of his day, and 
a distinguished athlete. 

The Bach family is the same which is distinguished by 
the name of John Sebastian Bach, the world famous music 
composer of an earlier day in Germany, from whom Hugo 
Bach, father of Arthur H. Bach directly descended. Hugo 
Bach was born in Germany, and came to America as a 
young man, founding his own system of swimming which 
is based on the most logical and fundamental principle of 
physical training. He brought the Bach interests to a very 
high state of usefulness, and when his son was of age to 





bear a part in his work received him into partnership. 
Hugo Bach has done much for the physical development 
of the American youth, and is fittingly honored by all 
who are familiar with his work. He married Sophia Ber- 
nau, and both are natives of Elberfeld, Barmen, Germany. 

Arthur Hugo Bach, the youngest of the four children of 
Hugo and Sophia (Bernau) Bach, was born in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsy!vania, April 15, 1890. Receiving his classical 
education in the public schools of his native city Mr. 
Bach, from early childhood, took the deepest interest in 
his father’s work. He learned to swim almost in infancy, 
and as he grew proficient became famous for his skill and 
endurance in this art. He early became an instructor in 
his father’s natatorium, and at one time or another has 
been closely identified with the work in all four of these 
institutions. Mr. Bach is now at the head of the Reading 
Natatorium, which is acknowledged the largest indoor, all- 
tiled pool in Pennsylvania, and is managed on the most 
approved lines. 

The work accomplished by the Bach natatoriums is of 
great importance to the health of the people, and the 
records of these institutions show that more than 70,0090 
individuals have learned to swim by the Bach system. 
The concern maintained the Grand Swimming School at 
the corner of Twenty-third Street and Columbia Avenue, 
the North Broad Street Pool at the corner of Broad Street 
and Columbia Avenue, also the National Swimming School 
at the corner of Fifteenth and Wood streets, all these being 
in the city of Philadelphia. In the year 1917 Arthur Hugo 
Bach opened the Reading Natatorium, which is located at 
No. 134 North Fifth Street, and here he has developed one 
of the most prosperous and important interests of its kind 
in the State. The Bach ideal obtains in everyone of these 
places of educational and healthful import, for every 
feature of the institutions is ordered by the most rigid 
sanitary rules. Many expert swimmers, also swimming 
instructors, have gone out to the natatorial field as grad- 
uates of the Bach system, and it was largely through the 
influence of Hugo Bach that the National Swimming As- 
sociation was organized in the nineties. This is now known 
as the Philadelphia Swimming Club, and is the outgrowth 
of the National Swimming Association, as above mentioned. 
Every care is taken to observe the individual needs and 
limitations of the student, and to develop intelligently the 
muscles of the body from a general physical standpoint as 
well as in the water. It is interesting to note in this con- 
nection that following the marriage of Arthur Hugo Bach 
in 1920, his wife, who previously knew nothing of swim- 
ming, was greatly interested in the work of the institution 
of which her husband was the head. He taught her to 
swim, and three years later she broke the world’s indoor 
endurance record, swimming ten hours and five minutes, 
breast stroke continuously, and covering a distance of ten 
miles in still water. 

During the winter months the Bach natatoriums are 
converted into magnificent ballrooms, and these institu- 
tions are unique in the State, for a sectional portable 
floor is laid over the swimming pools and these are the 
only flexible dance floors in Pennsylvania. The same 
ideals obtain in the dancing academies conducted under 
the Bach name as in the natatorium, and the people have 
come to recognize the significance of these institutions 
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in both their realms of activity. As a leading executive 
of this important enterprise, Arthur Hugo Bach is recog- 
nized by his cotemporaries in business affairs in Reading 
as one of the most progressive young men of his day 
and his work is counting largely for the public health 
and benefit. He is a veteran of the World War, having 
served with Company H, Fifth Battalion, Replacement 
Training Center, at Camp Lee, Virginia. His fraternal 
affiliations include membership in Lodge No. 54, Loyal 
Order of Moose, and General D. McM. Gregg Post, No. 
12, American Legion. 

Arthur Hugo Bach married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
June 30, 1920, Kathleen Veronica Dunn, a native of 
Reading. 


CYRUS JACOB BUTLER-—A worthy and venerable 
figure in Berks County, Pennsylvania, is Cyrus J. Butler, 
whose advancing years have mellowed and beautified a 
life of eminent usefulness and distinguished honor. One 
of the few remaining veterans of the Civil War, Mr. 
Butler’s reminiscences are interesting of that trying period, 
when brother was ranged in battle against brother and 
father against son, when only after the sacrifice of the 
country’s best and noblest was the reconciliation of the 
opposing factions effected. Still a young man when he 
bore a part in this struggle, Mr. Butler’s lifelong use- 
fulness in the industrial world has been a record of 
which any man might well be proud and for which his 
couhtless friends hold him in the loftiest esteem. Mr. 
Butler is a member of an old and honored family of this 
State and county, a son of Charles and Salome (Bride- 
gam) Butler, his father a miliwright by occupation and 
one of the progressive and forward-looking citizens of 
his time. 

Cyrus J. Butler was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
February 9, 1843. Receiving his early education in the 
rural schools of Berks County, he early became inter- 
ested in the transportation activities of his time. His 
youth was almost coincidental with the early develop- 
ment of the railway service of this State, and when still 
a young man he became identified with the Philadelphia 
& Reading Railway Company. Beginning in a minor 
capacity in the transportation branches of the road, Mr. 
Butler early rose to the position of locomotive engineer 
and for many years filled that largely responsible and 
exacting position. Meeting those duties faithfully and 
efficiently, he eventually’ resigned to take up stationary 
engineering, entering the employ of the Reading Iron 
Company, in the mills department of their Ninth Street 
plant, in Reading. He was active in this connection until 
a few years ago, when he retired from business affairs 
and has since devoted his time and attention to those 
interests of leisure for which a busy life leaves but scant 
opportunity. The benevolent spirit and sincere attitude 
which have characterized the entire career of Cyrus J. 
Butler have given him a fund of ripened experience and 
kindly interest in all with whom he comes in contact. 
These qualities have endeared him to his many friends, 
and in his wise and philosophical comments on the pass- 
ing events of the day, as well as in his interesting recol- 
lections of a day now gone by, the rising generation finds 
at once inspiration and a challenge to lofty attainment. 
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The military record of Cyrus J. Butler began with his 
enlistment for service in the Civil War in 1862. He 
served as a private in the 179th Regiment, Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered out of the service 
in 1863. Reénlisting early in the following year, Mr. 
Butler was made sergeant of Company D, 198th Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and served with that 
unit throughout the remaining period of the war. This 
regiment became a part of the First Brigade, First Di- 
vision, Fifth Army Corps, and Sergeant Butler served in 
the battles of Yellow House, and People’s Farm, also 
participated in the raid on Southside Railroad, which was 
destroyed for eighteen miles. He bore a part in the 
battles of Hatcher’s Run, Five Forks; and numerous other 
minor engagements; also in the last campaign of the war, 
from March 29 to April 9, 1865. This was the historic 
campaign before Petersburg and Richmond, Virginia, with 
its climax at Appomattox Court House, and he was 
present at that great spectacle in American history when 
the gallant General Lee, one of the most sincere and 
honorable military officers the world has ever known, 
surrendered his lost cause to General Ulysses S. Grant. 
Fraternally, Cyrus J. Butler is affiliated with St. John’s 
Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior 
Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; De Molay Com- 
mandery, Knights Templar; and Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He attends 
St. John’s German Lutheran Church. 

Cyrus J. Butler married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
April 25, 1872, Emma Weber, daughter of Wilhelm and 
Dorothea (Spatz) Weber, and they are the parents of three 
children: 1. Emma E., born October 5, 1875, wife of 
W. B. Harbold, their sons, William, Ambrose; and Charles, 
deceased. 2. Paul E., born June 12, 1877. 3. John Calvin, 
a biography of whom follows. 


JOHN CALVIN BUTLER-—A well known member 
of the office force of the Textile Machine Works, one 
of Reading’s most important industrial concerns, John 
Calvin Butler, in his affiliations as a citizen, is honored 
and esteemed by all with whom he comes in contact. 
Giving to his work sincere attention, progressive spirit, 
and earnest purpose, Mr. Butler is thoroughly represent- 
ative of that type of citizen whose usefulness is recog- 
nized, and being still a young man his future is un- 
questionably one of more than passing importance to 
the local welfare. Mr. Butler is a son of Cyrus Jacob 
and Emma (Weber) Butler (see preceding biography), 
long honored residents of this city. 

John Calvin Butler was born in Reading, January 27, 
1889. Receiving his education in the public schools of 
this city, he started life in the capacity of messenger in 
the Ninth Street mills of the Reading Iron Company. 
Continuing with that concern for a considerable period, 
Mr. Butler rose through the various grades of respon- 
sibility, serving as paymaster for a number of years, his 
total length of service in that organization having been 
a period of sixteen years. Resigning at the end of that 
time, he accepted a position in the Textile Machine Works, 
in the capacity of bookkeeper, and has now, for six 
years, been thus active. A Republican in his political 
convictions, Mr. Butler fills a responsible position on the 
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local School Board, and serves as treasurer of the Wyomis- 
sing School District. He is deeply interested in all that 
concerns the local progress and well-being, and gives to 
the duties of the positions mentioned the faithful service 
and constructive attention of the able and efficient exec- 
utive. Fraternally, Mr. Butler holds membership in Teu- 
tonia Lodge, No. 367, Free and Accepted Masons; and 
Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon. He attends 
St. John’s German Lutheran Church. 

John Calvin Butler married, in Wyomissing, Pennsyl- 
vania, November 5, 1913, Anna. Henrietta Heck, daugh- 


ter of Ferdinand and Henrietta (Finger) Heck, and they 


are the parents of one daughter: Dorothy Justine. 


DONALD GROSEH MOYER—In medical advance 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, Dr. Donald Groseh Moyer 
holds a position of noteworthy prominence, and as he 
is still a young man, the profession and the people generally 
look forward to his future as one of large importance and 
high achievement. His choice of a profession was undoub- 
tedly more or less definitely governed by the fact of his 
father’s activity in the same field, but he has demon- 
Strated in no uncertain way his marked ability. Mr. 
Moyer is a son of Dr. Jacob Donald and Katie S. (Grosch) 
Moyer, his father a graduate of Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, class of 1886. The elder Dr. Moyer was active in 
practice in Wernersville until 1916, when he came to 
Wyomissing, and continued in practice in that community 
until his death, May 9, 1923. 

Donald Groseh Moyer was born at Mountain Sunset, 
in the town of Wernersville, in this county, January 21, 
1893. He first attended the local public schools, and 
was graduated from the Womelsdorf High School in the 
class of 1910. Taking his preparatory course at Frank- 
lin and Marshall Academy, he was graduated in 1912, 
then later took up his professional preparations at Jeffer- 
son Medical College, from which he was graduated in 


~1917. Serving as interne at the Philadelphia General 


Hospital during the remainder of that year and part 
of the following year, Dr. Moyer enlisted for service in 
the United States Army and also was commissioned 
lieutenant of the Medical Corps. He served in that capa- 
city during the years 1918-19, then located at Pennsburg, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, where he was active 
until 1920. Then coming to Wyomissing, he established 
himself in practice here and has won an assured footing 
in his chosen field of endeavor. He is a member of the 
American Medical Association, and the State and County 
Medical associations. Dr. Moyer is affiliated with Wil- 
liams Lodge, No. 307, Free and Accepted Masons; and 
all bodies of the Scottish Rite, up to and including Read- 
ing Consistory, and is a member of Rajah Temple, An- 
cient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He also 
is a member of the American Legion, and the Association 
of Military Surgeons. 

Donald G. Moyer married Emily Scott, and they are 


the parents of two sons: Donald Scott, and Charles 
Richard. 





MELVIN H. NUSS, an insurance man, was born 
at Steinsburg, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, August 19, 


1892, the son of James H. and Mary (Merkel) Nuss. 
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He was educated in the public schools of Lancaster and 
Berks counties, and was a member of the first class in 
Reading of the extension course of the Wharton School 
of Accounts and Finance, University of Pennsylvania, re- 
ceiving his certificate in 1917. He entered business at 
the age of thirteen with James S. Brusstar & Company, 
the then leading haberdashery and clothing store in Read- 
ing, begoming identified with the insurance business in 
1912, when joining the organization of Essick & Barr. 
He remained with that concern until 1919, learning thor- 
oughly the fundamentals of insurance. In February, 1919, 
with George G. Kurtz, he established an office at No. 
$36 Court Street, and conducted a general insurance busi- 
ness. In 1921, he accepted C. B. Dowd into the firm, 
continuing the business as Nuss, Kurtz & Dowd. 

Mr. Nuss is a member of the following clubs: Wyomis- 
sing, Kiwanis, Temple, Penn Athletic, of Philadelphia, 
and Penn Wheelman; he also is a member of the Berks 
County Historical Society, the Masonic Lodge, and the 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

Mr. Nuss married, October 4, 1916, Edna May Sea- 
sholtz, daughter of John M. and Isabella Rebecca (Kepler) 
Seasholtz. The marriage resulted in the birth of two 
children: 1. John S., born June 4, 1918. 2. Jane S., 
born February 12, 1920. 


WILLIAM GRUBER KISSINGER —In the manu- 
facture of paper boxes and cartons of various kinds, 
William Gruber Kissinger, of Reading, holds leading rank 
in his general ficld in Berks County. As an able busi- 
ness executive, he has won the cordial esteem and confi- 
dence of all who are familiar with his interests, while 
as a man and a citizen he is universally known and 
respected. .His long connection with business affairs in 
Reading has given him the keen wisdom and ripened 
judgment which form constructive forces in his individual 
success. Mr. Kissinger is a member of one of the fore- 
most families of Berks County, a son of Henry Griess 
and Angeline (Gruber) Kissinger, and a grandson of John 
and Elizabeth (Griess) Kissinger. The grandfather died 
at the age of sixty-five years after a useful career in 
Bern Township, in this county, where he was born. The 
father was a blacksmith and farmer, and a leading Dem- 
ocrat of his day in Bern Township, while the mother 
was of German descent. 

William Gruber Kissinger was born in Bern Townsbip, 
in that section now known as Glenside, June 9, 1864. 
Receiving his early education in the local public schools, 
he was active with his father on the farm until the age 
of seventeen years. He then struck out for himself, and 
in 1882 entered the employ of the Reading Paper Mills. 
There he served an apprenticeship as paper maker, remain- 
ing after its completion with the same concern and spend- 
ing in all upwards of ten years with that company. In 
1892 Mr. Kissinger went to Newark, New Castle County, 
Delaware, where he entered the employ of Curtis & 
Brother in their fine book paper mills and he was active 
in that connection for about eight years. Then returning 
to Reading, he again entered the Reading Paper Mills, 
where he was employed for one year, after which he 
accepted the position of superintendent of the Van Reed 

. Mills, now the Acme Paper Board Company, which he 
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ably filled for a period of four and a half years. . Except 
for interruptiens, Mr. Kissinger was identified with the 
Acme Paper Board Company for twenty-two years, and 
his work in that connection placed him among the leading 
paper mill executives in this section. In 1923 he pur- 
chased the plant of the Spencer Paper Box Company, 
at the corner of Third and Buttonwood streets, Reading, 
and from that time until the present (1924) has gone 
forward as the head of this interest, developing an ever 
wider business along the same general lines theretofore 
followed by the concern. The plant is famous for the 
manufacture of folding boxes and cartons, and since Mr. 
Kissinger’s administration of its affairs the firm has been 
known as the Reading Paper Box Company. Mr. Kis- 
singer employs a full complement of capable men, and 
he is doing a thriving and ever growing business, meeting 
the needs of various commercial enterprises. The product 
of the plant is absorbed principally in Reading. The 
enterprise is housed in a two-story building, 30x80 feet 
in ground dimensions, which is equipped with the most 
up-to-date machinery and in every respect is a modern 
and model plant. Fraternally, Mr. Kissinger was for- 
merly affiliated with Hiram Lodge, No. 25, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of Newark, Delaware, of which he was 
Past Master, but he was later, by his own request, demit- 
ted to Teutonia Lodge, No. 367, of Reading. He is a 
member of the Lutheran church. 

William Gruber Kissinger married Anna Jane Albright, 
born in Penn Township, in this county, a daughter of 
Nicholas and Henrietta (Gruber) Albright. The father, 
who was a miller by occupation, lived to the age of 
eighty years, while the mother died at the age of seventy- 
six years. William Gruber and Anna Jane (Albright) 
Kissinger are the parents of two children: 1. Henry Al- 
bright, a graduate of the Reading (1907) Night High 
School; now active in business with his father; married 
Irene Long, and has one daughter, Henrietta Louise. 
2. Elizabeth, wife of Harry Fahrbach; both Mr. and 
Mrs, Fahrback are accomplished musicians, and he is a 
leader of the Colonial Theatre Orchestra, one of the finest 
musical organizations in the city of Reading. 


HOWARD W. FRANTZ—The life-work of Howard 
_W. Frantz, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is of significance 
to the people of this city and vicinity both in regard 
to their comfort and health, for he is engaged in sheet- 
metal contracting and the allied interest of heating in- 
Stallation. Mr. Frantz is a man of more than passing 
usefulness, and in his progressive and outstanding en- 
deavors the people are directly benefited. He is a son 
of Jacob H. Frantz, who in early life was active as a 
school teacher, but later, for many years, was engaged in 
the manufacture of cigars. He is now identified with 
the firm of Fleck Brothers, cigar manufacturers of Read- 


ing. He married Martha F. Weidman, and they are the 


parents of ten children, of whom six are now living: 
Harry W.; Hattie; Annie; Nora; Howard W., of further 
mention; and Herbert. 

Howard W. Frantz was born in Bethel Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, January 8, 1888, and the family 
removing to the city of Reading in his childhood, he 
attended the Reading public schools. At the age of six- 


teen years Mr. Frantz began an apprenticeship to the. 


trade of tinsmith and sheet-metal worker, and for three 
years he was active in the employ of Robert Rankin, 
of Reading. Thereafter, for five years, Mr. Frantz was 
identified with the Wagonhorst Brothers, then’ formed his 
present affiliation, establishing himself in business in part- 
nership with Charles F, Luppold. Under the title of 
Frantz & Luppold, these progressive men were active in 
Hamburg in this county for five years, then, in 1917, 
removed to Reading, where they erected a fine three- 
story building at No. 1215 North Eleventh Street. They 
are doing a very -extensive and important business and 
maintain general offices at No. 22 North Ninth Street, 
in Reading. The interest of the firm includes sheet metal 
contracting of all kinds; roofing; hot air heating, and 
various minor branches, such as naturally come within 
the scope of sheet-metal work. As the leader of this 
organization, Mr. Frantz is doing much for the local 
progress, and in addition to the contracting branches of 
the business the firm distributes gas, coal, and combina- 
tion ranges. 

Mr. Frantz is prominent in fraternal circles as a mem- 
ber of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Reading; Progressive Lodge, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; also being a member of the 
Improved Order of Red Men; the Foresters of America; 
and the Loyal Order of Moose. His leisure interests are 
principally along the line of sports, and as a young man, 
Mr. Frantz was a boxer until about twenty-two vears 
of age. His religious affiliation is with the Baptist Church. 

Howard W. Frantz married Alma F. Miller, daughter of 
Garian Miller, and they have three sons: Harry, Homer, 
and Harold. 


ERNEST C. T. BICK—In the important field of 
dyeing, Ernest C. T. Bick, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is 
taking a noteworthy part in the progress of the textile 
industry in knitting activities. Mr. Rick’s success is 
founded on practical experience and special training, and 
the independent interest which he founded in Reading in 
1922 is demonstrating his ability and the wide scope of 
his knowledge in this field. Mr. Bick is a native of 
Germany, and a son of Ernest and Elizabeth (Pechtel) 
Bick. The elder Mr. Bick is a resident of Wyomissing, 


and acts as superintendent of dyeing at the Berkshire 


Knitting Mills in that village. 

Ernest C. T. Bick was born in Barmen, Germany, in 
1893, and came to America at the age of thirteen years. 
His early education was covered in the schools of his 
native country, and the family locating in Philadelphia, 
he attended the North East High School of that city, 
from which he was graduated in the class of 1911. He 
then attended the Philadelphia Textile Schoo] and devoted 
his attention particularly to textile production in its 
important phase of dyeing. For one year after the com- 
pletion of his technical course, Mr. Bick was active as 
chemist for a German dyestuff concern, then established 
the firm of Bick & Undy, in Philadelphia. This interest 
he carried forward until 1922, then coming to Reading, 
founded the present enterprise, under the title of the 
Bick Dyeing Company. With plant located at the corner 
of Thirteenth and Muhlenberg streets, the firm has devel- 
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oped a large and important interest in the dyeing of 
hosiery and other knitted products for the industria] plants 
of Berks County and this general region. The company 
also has a plant and offices in Philadelphia and meets 
the needs of a similiar patronage in that city. As presi- 
dent of the Bick Dyeing Company, Inc., as this interest 
is known since its incorporation, Ernest C. T. Bick holds 
leading rank in his chosen field of endeavor in this part 
of the State. Mr. Bick is president of the Elsinore Build- 
ing and Loan Association, of Philadelphia, but otherwise 
has few affihations, except of a technical nature. He is, 
however, a member of the City Club of Philadelphia, 
and the Reading Country Club. During the World War 
he served as chemist in the Ordnance Department of the 
United States Army at Muscle Shoals. 


ARTHUR RICK—A noteworthy figure in present- 
day advance in Reading, Pennsylvania, is Arthur Rick, 
who is one of the successful business executives of the 
day, distributing various necessities of life, also bearing 
a part in construction activities through the supplying of 
certain materials to local contractors. 

Mr. Rick is a son of Charles and Emma Agusta (Pauli) 
Rick, and his father was a distinguished figure in Berks 
County a generation ago. He was a successful manufac- 
turer of hardware, doing business for many years under 
the title of the Rick Brothers. Charles Rick was a 
veteran of the Civil War, having served with the rank 
of first-lieutenant in Company E, 128th Regiment, Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer Infantry. Enlisting in the early period 
of the war, he served through the early years, completing 
his enlistment late in the year 1863 and receiving his 
honorable discharge from the service at that time. He 
was active under General Andrews, and participated in 
many important battles, including Chancellorsville. and 
Antietam. 

Arthur Rick was born at Reading, Pennsylvania, Decem- 
ber 22, 1878. Receiving unusual educational advantages, 
he completed his studies at the age of twenty-one years, 
and in 1898 became identified with his father in the 
manufacture of hardware in the firm above mentioned. 
Active thus until 1903, Mr. Rick then entered the employ 
of the Reading Trust Company, in the capacity of clerk. 
Remaining with this institution for five years, he then 
established his present business, in which he has won a 
very considerable measure of success. He distributes coal 
and coke, both at wholesale and retail, and since the 
beginning has added various new lines of interest, includ- 
ing brick and hollow tile products. He also represents 
in Berks County the Caloric pipeless furnaces, and in 
these varied and important lines of commercial activity 
Mr. Rick bears a thoroughly progressive part in the local 
progress, his endeavors counting in a marked degree for 
the welfare and health of the people. A Republican by 
political affiliation, but never a seeker of public office, Mr. 
Rick is a member of the Wyomissing Club and the Iris 
Club. His religious connection is with the Calvary Re- 
formed Church. 

Arthur Rick married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, March 
9, 1909, Alice M. Spang, daughter of Jacob Kaufman 
and Sarah (Kaufman) Spang, and they are the parents 
of two children: 1. Arthur, Jr., born August 16, 1911. 


2. Sarah Annie, born May 9, 1914. The Rick family 
reside in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. 


HENRY W. KLINE—In the city of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, the name of Henry W. Kline holds large promi- 
nence in the plumbing and heating business, for he has 
for twenty years been engaged in an independent enter- 
prise in his general field. His large ability and careful 
attention to every phase of his work gives him the esteem 
and confidence of all with whom he comes in touch, and 
his success is that of the able and efficient business exec- 
utive. Mr. Kline is a son of Abraham Kline, who was 
born in Alsace Township, in Berks County, and was 
active as a carpenter and building contractor throughout 
his lifetime. Abraham Kline lived to the age of sixty-two 
years, leaving a record of large usefulness and lofty 
integrity. He married Hettie Wentzel, who died at the 
age of fifty-eight years. 

Henry W. Kline, son of these parents, was born Decem- 
ber 17, 1847, in the city of Reading. Attending the pub- 
lic schools of his birthplace, he learned the plumber’s 
trade as a young man and has been engaged in this line 
of activity for nearly sixty years, having taken up his 
preparations for his work as an apprentice at the age of 
eighteen years. Following his chosen line of endeavor as 
a journeyman or an associate with other long-established 
concerns, Mr. Kline founded his own interest in Reading 
in 1904 and has gone forward to large success. Although 
he has passed the age of three score years and ten, the 
alloted span of man’s life, he is still active and alert to 
the movement of the times, carrying forward his business 
with the vigor and close attention to details that would 
do credit to a man many years his junior. Mr. Kline 
has few interests outside his work, and in political affairs 
supports the Republican Party, although never an aspirant 
for public office. He attends the Reformed Church. 

Henry W. Kline married, in 1866, Amanda Huber, 
daughter of Nathan Huber, and they are the parents of 
nine children, of whom five are now living: Edwin, Lillie, 
Beulah, Mabel, and Edith. The family resides at No. 
321 Lombard Avenue. 


SAMUEL L. WARTZENLUFT—Practical ability 
and sound common sense are the foundations upon which 
Samuel L. Wartzenluft, of Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania, 
is building his success. He is meeting a constant and 
vital demand of the people and thereby not only winning 
a position of prominence and importance but is doing 
much to promote and safeguard the health and well- 
being of the people. As one of the owners and exec- 
utives of the Sinking Spring Dairy, he has developed an 
interest of more than usual importance and one which 
is steadily growing. His future will unquestionably carry 
him to an outstanding position in the business world and 
his friends are confident of his ever increasing success. 
Mr. Wartzenluft is a son of Gerauld and Elizabeth (Hil- 
bert) Wartzenluft, his father active as a farmer. 

Samuel L. Wartzenluft was born in Berks County, 
April 13, 1896, and there attended the public schools. 
Farm activities engaged his attention following the close 
of his education, and continuing along that general line 
of activity for several years, he became identified with 
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the Cacoosing Dairy in the latter part of 1922. After 
two years in that connection Mr. Wartzenluft became 
associated with his present partner, Charles Balthaser, 
his brother-in-law. They founded the Sinking Spring 
Dairy, making a modest beginning, but outfitting their 
plant in the most approved manner. They have a modern 
pasteurizing plant, and although they have not yet been 
active for a full year they have developed a trade of 
eight hundred quarts per day. Mr. Balthaser is a silent 
partner, although interested in all the work of the plant, 
leaving the entire management of the business to Mr. 
Wartzenluft. Mr. Balthaser is a full-fashioned knitter by 
trade, and is a prominent figure in the Berkshire Knitting 
Mills. Mr. Wartzenluit’s exhaustive familiarity with milk 
production, and the conditions relevant thereto, give him 
marked and definite ability in his field of activity, and 
among the people whom the Sinking Spring Dairy serves 
with their regular milk supply he is considered a thor- 
oughly capable and efficient young man. He holds the 
esteem and confidence of the entire community and bears 
a worthy part in all general progress. During the World 
War he was retained on the farm as an essential worker, 
but gave unsparingly of his energies to all home en- 
deavors. He is a member of the Lutheran Church. 

Samuel L. Wartzenluft married, in Kutztown, Penn- 
sylvania, (the Rev. Mr. Bitner performing the ceremony) 
on June 3, 1921, Edna Balthaser, of Berks County, 
daughter of James and Lillie (Blatt) Balthaser. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wartzenluft are the parents of one child, Ferne, born 
in 1923. 


JOHN H. DOWD—For thirty-two years the name 
vi John H. Dowd has been connected with industrial 
advance in Reading, Pennsylvania, and as superintendent 
of the Tube Works of the Reading Iron Company, Mr. 
Dowd holds an important and exacting position in one 
of the greatest industrial concerns of America. An emi- 
nently practical man of outstanding ability and thor- 
oughly progressive spirit, Mr. Dowd is counted among 
the representative figures of the day in the iron industry, 
and his exhaustive practical knowledge, combined with 
his personal qualities as an executive, make him one of 
the widely useful men of this great organization. He is 
a son of Patrick Dowd, who was born in Ireland, but 
reared in England. He was active as a fruit grower 
until his retirement, not long before his death, at the 
advanced age of eighty-one years. A resident of Marl- 
boro, New York, with interests centering there, he was 
one of the early important fruit growers of that section. 
The mother, Harriet (Burkey) Dowd, died at the age of 
sixty-nine years. 

John H. Dowd was born in Newburgh, New York, 
January 28, 1867. His education was received in the 
public schools of his native place, and he was active 
during leisure hours and vacation periods on his father’s 
fruit farm until the age of eighteen years. He then 
became identified with the Long, Mead Works, of Con- 
shohocken, Pennsylvania, where he rose to the position 
of foreman welder of the Lapweld Furnace. He filled 
this responsible position for three years, his duties being 
in the tube works of the plant. His next affiliation was 
with Morris & Tasker, at New Castle, Delaware, where 
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he was also foreman of the tube works for about one 
year. Coming to Berks County in 1892, Mr. Dowd 
became identified with the Reading Iron Company, and 
operated the first gas furnace installed by that concern. 
Serving for some time as foreman of this department, 
Mr. Dowd was steadily advanced, first to the office of 
general foreman of the tube works, then to assistant 
superintendent and eventually to superintendent of the 
tube. works. Mr. Dowd is entitled to great credit for 
his achievements, particularly considering the fact that 
he entered this field without other preparations or tra- 
ditions than his own start in life. He has risen by the 
strength of his tireless endeavor, his practical ability, and 
the spirit of devotion to duty, which commands recogn- 
ition everywhere. Mr. Dowd has few interests outside 
his work, but supports the Republican Party in political 
affairs, although never interested in politics beyond the 
participation of the progressive citizen. He is a member 
of St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church, of Reading. 

John H. Dowd married, June 21, 1891, at Consho- 
hocken, Jennie R. Ruth, daughter of Caleb Beard and 
Mary (Weidner) Ruth, her father pilot on the Schuylkill 
Canal for the Reading Railway Company. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dowd are the parents of two children: 1. Caleb Beard, 
born May 11, 1893, he is a graduate of the State 
College, at Pennsylvania, and is a member of the firm 
of Nuss, Kurtz & Dowd, general insurance brokers. He 
married Marian Harbster, daughter of John Harbster, 
now retired from hardware manufacturing, who resides at 
No. 1509 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading. 2. Wilbur Russell, 
born June 26, 1896, who is also connected with the 
firm of Nuss, Kurtz & Dowd. He married Ruth Lambert, 
and they have one child, Jean Anne; they reside at No. 
421 South Fifteenth Street, Reading. 





BENJAMIN H. SEIDEL—The line of industrial en- 
deavor in which Benjamin H. Seidel is engaged is one 
of vital importance to the progress of the aay, and 
Mr. Seidel has held his present affiliation with his asso- 
ciates over a period of thirty-two years. As a leading 
executive of the Himmelberger Wagon and Auto Body 
Works, he is bearing a worthy part in current progress 
in Berks County. As so many others have done in the 
changing conditions of recent years, Mr. Seidel has tranfer- 
red his activities from the horse-drawn vehicle to the 
motor car, and in his present field he has won large suc- 
cess. He is an able and forward-looking executive, a 
highly skilled craftsman, and as a citizen stands among the 
leaders of worthy effort. 

The Seidel family is one of importance in Sweden, where 
it was long established. Ernst Seidel, the pioneer of this 
family in America, was born in Sweden, and came to this 
country on the “St. Andrew Gally,” landing in Phila- 
delphia, September 24, 1737. He was in the lower section 
of Berks County in 1752, the year which saw the erection 
of this county, as a taxpayer of Alsace Township. There 
he paid a Federal tax of £6, in 1759, and of his children, 
several remained in this general section. The number of 
his children is not now certain, but record is found of 
the following: Frederick, of further mention; Ludwig; 
Nicholas; Philip; Benjamin; and Jacob. 
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Frederick Seidel, son of Ernst Seidel, was a farmer and 
carpenter of Alsace Township, his birthplace. He became 
possessed of much property, owning more than one hun- 
dred acres of land, and was buried in the old Spies Burial 
Ground. Frederick Seidel married a Miss Keller, and 
they were the parents of eight children: John; Polly: 
Frederick; Betsy; Henry, of whom further; Jacob; Nich- 
elas; and Catherine. 

Henry Seidel, fifth child and third son of the above 
parents, was born in Alsace Township, and there owned 
sixty acres of land, which he tilled. He became a prom- 
inent man in the community, and universally esteemed, 
and married Judith Herb, daughter of John Herb. They 
were the parents of the following children: 1. Polly, wife 
of George Heckman. 2. Benjamin, of Oley. 3. Susan, 
wife of John Heckman. 4. Frederick, a resident of Alsace 
Township. 5. Harrison, of whom further. 6. Jonathan, 
who resided on the homestead place. 7. Hettie, wife of 
Isaac Masser, 

Harrison Seidel, son of Henry and Judith (Herb) Seidel, 
was born in Alsace Township, December 9, 1839. Reared 
on the homestead farm, he remained with his father until 
twenty-six years of age, also learning the allied trades 
of millwright and wheelwright. He was identified with 
the construction of several important mill plants of this 
section, including the Penn Street Paper Mill, which was 
built in 1866. As his work called him, Mr. Seidel removed 
from one place to another, residing successively in West 
Reading, Exeter, Blandon, and Oley Township, and work- 
ing on the industrial plants of these various communities. 
It was in 1872 that he settled his family permanently in 


Oley Township, near Friedensburg. There he owned a 


nine-acre place, and built the present fine residence in 
1878. A barn, which he built a year previous, was burned 
January 27, 1877. On this place Mr. Seidel built, unas- 
sisted, a wheelwright and millwright shop, where he was 
active in business throughout the remaining years of his 
lifetime. The date of the erection of this structure is 
remembered in this general region by the fact that it was 
in the “locust year” (1886) in which the shop was built. 
Harrison Seidel was a strong Democrat and a worthy 
member of Spies’s Church, bearing a leading part in the 
movement which resulted in the building of the present 
edifice (1887) and serving on the building committee. 
Harrison Seidel married, in 1865, Adaline Snyder, a daugh- 
ter of Benjamin Snyder. Mr. and Mrs. Seidel were the 
parents of the following children: 1. Benjamin H., of 
whom further. 2. Ellen, wife of Elmer Schearer. 3. Jef- 
ferson. 4. Frederick. 5. Annie. 6. Harry. 7. A son who 
died in infancy. 8. Ida, wife of William O. Mayer. 
Benjamin H. Seidel, eldest child of Harrison and Adaline 
(Snyder) Seidel, was born in Spring Township, Berks 
County, April 19, 1866. His parents supervised his early 
studies during their removal to different communities, 
then he also attended the district schools of this section. 
He completed his studies at Oley Academy, under Profes- 
sor John Dengler. At the age of eleven years, Mr. Seidel 
began his activities on the home farm and continued thus 
active until 1890, when he secured a position with Henry 
Faust, of Spring Township, where he continued for thir- 
teen years. He also, in that connection, began learning 
his trade of coach-maker, under Frank R. Himmelberger, 
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of West Reading, and eventually became associated with 
Mr. Himmelberger as a partner. 

In the early years of the interest the business was known 
under the firm name of Himmelberger & Smith, which 
continued for eighteen years. In 1902 the title became 
the Himmelberger Wagon Works, but with the radical 
change in its policies and activities the present title of 
the Himmelberger Wagon and Auto Body Works has 
continued. With the retirement of Frank R. Himmelberger, 
his brother, George R. Himmelberger, assumed respon- 
sibility in the organization, and the personnel now in- 
cludes Benjamin H. Seidel, George R. Himmelberger, and 
S. Myron Schmehl. The concern does all kinds of auto- 
mobile and truck body construction and repair, making 
a speciality of fine auto painting. They still do a con- 
siderable amount of carriage and wagon painting, and 
they also carry on hand a considerable stock of new 
and second-hand wagon bodies, and finished work of 
every description. They now have a fine modern plant 
of spacious dimensions, and Mr. Seidel holds a leading 
part in the management of the interest. 

A Democrat in his political convictions, Mr. Seidel was 
a member of the first council of the borough of West 
Reading, serving for many years. Long a member, and 
for some time president, of the West Reading Fire Com- 
pany, he still feels the deepest interest in its welfare and 
an entirely pardonable pride in its efficiency. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with Castle Lodge, No. 302, Knights of the 
Golden Eagle, of which he is a trustee; and Camp No. 676, 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. His religious affiliation 
is with St. James’ Reformed Church, of which he has 
been a deacon since 1901. 

Benjamin H. Seidel married, August 27, 1887, Ida 
Fisher, who was born July 26, 1866, and is a daughter 
of William and Matilda (Fisher) Fisher. Mr. and Mrs. 
Seidel are the parents of four children: 1. Harry A., 
who married Emma Zuber, and they have five children: 
Catherine; Carl; Ruth; Russel; and Harry, Jr. 2. Claud 
B., who married Ella Adams, and they have two children: 
Neil and June, twins. 3. Earl W., who married Catherine 
Kocher, and they have one son, Jack Kenneth. 4. Edna 
Matilda. 

CONRAD B. HIGH—Standing back of the construc- 
tion world in the production of mill work, Conrad B. 
High is numbered among the successful and outstanding 
figures in Berks County, his usefulness meeting a vital 
and ever-insistent need of the people. Well-fitted for 
executive responsibility, and possessing wide practical ex- 
perience in this and other fields, Mr. High has won his 
way by sincere and consistent effort to a position of suc- 
cess. He is a son of William P. and Sallie A. (Beidler) 
High, his father a farmer by occupation, and a veteran 
of the Civil War, in which he served with honor as a 
private. 

Conrad B. High was born in Poplar Neck, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, May 9, 1872. Attending first the public 
schools of Shillington, Pennsylvania, he was later a student 
at Stewart’s Academy, of Reading. Upon the completion 
of his studies, Mr. High secured a position with Bright 
& Lerch as a clerk, and afterward as timekeeper in the 
employ of the Carpenter Steel Company, of Reading. 
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There he necessarily came in touch more or less closely 
with building activities, and in time he became interested 
in planing mill affairs. He became associated with the 
F. Shunk Pianing Mill Company, and in this connection 
he gained a thorough familiarity with the business. The 
death of Mr. Shunk brought about inevitable changes, 
and Mr. High became one of the founders of the Penn 
Planing Mill Company, which was incorporated at that 
time. He is now secretary and treasurer of this concern, 
which is located at the corner of Second and Grape streets, 
in Reading.. The business has developed to one of large 
importance, meeting the requirements of the trade over 
a very considerable area throughout the outlying sections 
of Berks and nearby counties. Mr. High, as a leading 
executive of the concern takes rank with the most progres- 
sive figures of his day in this realm, and is bearing a 
worthy and permanently useful part in the business world. 
He is a director of the Reading Chamber of Commerce, 
and fraternally is a member of Reading Lodge, No. 115, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the Reading 
Rotary Club; the Wyomissing Club, of Reading; the 
Reading Country Club; and the Reading Automobile 
Club. He attends the Reformed church. 

Conrad B. High married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
Katie M. Shunk, daughter of Frederick and Sarah (Hill) 
Shunk. Conrad B. and Katie M. (Shunk) High are the 
parents of two sons: 1. Edgar E., who is associated with 
his father in business; he married Marion Hess, and 
they live with Mr. High’s father, at No. 845 North 
Third Street. 2. Conrad G., who is also associated with 
his father in business; he married Anna Kaucher, and 
they reside at No. 1410 Palm Street. 





WILLIAM D. HAGY—A prominent figure in the 
city of Reading, Pennsylvania, is William D. Hagy, who 
was for many years active as a tailor, and is well known 
in military and fraternal circles in this county and State. 
Mr. Hagy is progressive in spirit and loyal to the ideals 
of American citizenship, in which he was reared and 


_ for which the family has been noted for generations. 


The Hagy family dates back in Pennsylvania to Henry 
Hagy, Mr. Hagy’s great-grandfather, and undoubtedly 
farther, because Henry Hagy is understood to have been 
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. His entire life- 
time was spent in that country and he owned and con- 
ducted a fine farm near Schoeneck. He has gone down 
in history as an expert weaver, and according to Colonial 
custom, would weave in the winter months fine linen, 
grown from the flax which he had raised on his own farm 
and which the women of the family had spun. He 
married Catherine Stoner, and died at an advanced age, 
in 1844, his wife passing away seven years previously. 
They are the parents of nine children: Henry, John, of 
further mention, George, Samuel, David, Catherine, Eliza- 
beth, Jacob, and Eve. 

John Hagy, the next in line, was born in 1795, and died 
at the early age of thirty-five years. He owned and 
operated a small farm, and married Catherine Trich, their 
three children having been: 1. William. 2. Lydia, who 
became the wife of George Sindel. 3. Elizabeth, who 
married and survived Joseph Bechtel, living to an ad- 
vanced age. The mother of these children lived to the 


age of sixty-nine years, and during the latter part of her 
lifetime was identified with the Mennonite Church. 

William Hagy, son of these parents and father of Wil- 
liam D. Hagy, was born in West Cocalico Township, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, December 12, 1825, and 
died March 26, 1913, at the age of cighty-seven years. 
On account of his father’s early death he was compelled 
to enter the industrial world as a young lad, both to 
provide for his own needs and to assist his widowed 
mother. Apprenticed to a tailor, he completed his appren- 
ticeship in 1844, and the following year settled in Read- 
ing, where he resided until his death. He was active 
with James Jameson until 1853, when he formed a part- 
nership with William Donahower, this affiliation enduring 
for less than two years. After a year on North Fifth 
Street, he located on Penn Avenue, in 1867, and continued 
active as a tailor until his retirement in 1892. He still 
maintained an interest in business affairs until his death, 
and kept an office on the last-mentioned premises. He 
married, March 10, 1849, Sarah Ann Bitler, daughter of 
Elisha Bitler, of Robeson Township, in this county. They 
were the parents of nine children, those living to maturity 
being: 1. William D., of further mention. 2. Harry B., 
president of the Pennsylvania Trust Company, of Reading. 
3. Irwin A., of Philadelphia. 4. Mary E., now Mrs. 
Matthan Harbster. 5. Emma, wife of Thomas Shanaman, 
of Lebanon. 6. Anna, wife of Park John, of Reading. 
7. Sarah J., wife of A. J. Geiger, of Reading. The 
mother of these children died January 16, 1907, age eigh- 
ty years. 

William D. Hagy was born in Reading, April 12, 1858. 
Receiving his early education in the public schools, he 
also attended Reading High School, then mastered the 
tailor’s trade, under the direction of his honored father. 
After a few years of experience he devoted his attention 
wholly to cutting, and spent the greater part of his ac- 
tive life as a cutter for twenty-six years, doing nothing 
else. He is now retired from all business affairs and is 
enjoying the fruits of well-earned leisure. His interests 
have always been wide, and in political affairs he has, 
since the age of twenty years, been a loyal supporter of 
the Republican Party. He served for a number of years 
under Captain Savage, as second sergeant of Company A, 
4th Regiment, National Guards of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Hagy is a member of the North East 
Republican League; the West Reading Fire Company; is 
a member of Everyman’s Bible Class, of St. Peter’s Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and a member of that church. 

William D. Hagy married, in Reading, September 22, 
1881, Harriet Diller Sweitzer, daughter of Charles and 
Jane (Armstrong) Sweitzer, and they are the parents of 
five children: 1. Edwin L. 2. Jennie May, wife of Fred- 
erick W. Woliski. 3. Bertha A., wife of Frank P. Kal- 
bach. 4. Elva Evans, wife of Paul F. Haag. 5. Harold W. 

OREVILLE F. BECKER—The life-history of Ore- 
ville F. Becker, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is a record of 
worthy achievement and faithful attention to the duties 
which have been placed in his hands. Mr. Becker has 
been active for some time in the garage business and has 
been. located at his present headquarters since May, 1923. 
He is a man of sincere and worthy spirit, always active 
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for the general good as well as in his individual interests. 
He brings to his work large natural genius, as well as a 
progressive spirit, and in his efficient work the motoring 
public finds definite satisfaction. 

Mr. Becker is a son of David B. Becker, who was 
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1856, and 
died July 1, 1924. He was active as a carpenter through- 
out his entire career, the later years of his life, however, 
devoted principally to his interests as the head of a planing 
mill. David B. Becker married H. Amanda Fisher, daugh- 
ter of Richard and Annie (Hoyer) Fisher. Mrs. Becker, 
who still survives her husband, was born in 1858, and 
their marriage occurred in 1884. 

Oreville F. Becker was born in Gouglersville, June 24, 
1886. Receiving a practical education in the public schools 
of Shillington, he became identified with the business world 
early in life, and possessing natural mechanical ability, 
he chose this realm of activity as the scene of his life- 
work. With the steadily growing popularity and impor- 
tance of the automobile, he established his own interest 
in the line of garage activities in 1917, and removed to 
his present location, at Brobst and Lancaster avenues, in 
May, 1923. He has developed a largely important inter- 
est and is ever going forward to wider success. Fully 
equipped for all kinds of repair work, and employing 
only skilled assistants, Mr. Becker is one of the able and 
efficient garage executives of this section, and is highly 
esteemed by all with whom he comes in contact. A 
Republican in his political affiliations, he is active as 
schoo! director of Shillington Borough. He is fraternally 
affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows; 
the Knights of Malta; and the Order of Independent 
Americans. 

Oreville F. Becker married, in Shillington, Pennsylvania, 
on January 13, 1910, Elsie May Kachel, born January 
13, 1886, daughter of Charles S. and Ellen E. (Kramer) 


Kachel. Oreville F. and Elsie May (Kachel) Becker are 
the parents of one son: Carl David, born August 22, 
1915. 





FRANK SHUPP-—In the largely responsible and very 
exacting office of post master, Frank Shupp serves the 
people of Shillington, and thereby holds a prominent and 
widely important position in the present-day advance of 
Berks County. Mr. Shupp is a young man of energy 
and initiative, and was trained for the world of mechanics, 
in which for a considerable number of years he was 
active. His general business ability, however, well fits 
him for his present work, and in the fulfillment of the 
duties of this position he is acknowledged an able and 
progressive executive. Mr. Shupp is a son of George E. 
and Sarah Susan (Weinhold) Shupp, his father a prom- 
inent cigar manufacturer of Shillington for many years. 

Frank Shupp was born in Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, May 6, 1889. Receiving his education at 
the public and high schools of his birthplace, he mastered 
the trade of machinist and for twelve years was active 
in that capacity. Mr. Shupp has been a resident of 
Shillington since the year 1904, now a period of nearly 
twenty years, and during that time has won the unqualified 
esteem and confidence of the people. On August 24, 1922, 
he received his appointment as post master of this village, 


and taking up the duties of office with characteristic 
energy, he has filled this position in an eminently satisfac- 
tory manner. 

Mr. Shupp is a Republican by political conviction, and 
is a loyal worker in the ranks of the party. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
of Shillington, Pennsylvania; the Knights of Pythias; the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America, both of Mohnton, Penn- 
sylvania; the Independent Order of America, of Shilling- 
ton, Pennsylvania; and the Knights of Malta, also of 
Shillington. Mr. Shupp attends the Reformed Church. 

Frank Shupp married, on June 11, 1912, in Shillington, 
Anna Werner, daughter of Milton and Mary (Krick) 
Werner, and they reside in Shillington, Pennsylvania. 


ELMER BOYER GERHARD, of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, in the field of automobile repair and general 
garage work takes a leading position, and his skill as a 
mechanic has carried him to a position of large success. 
In his constant endeavors to meet with efficiency and 
promptness the needs of the motoring public he is reveal- 
ing the true spirit of the able and dependable business 
executive and his work counts largely for the general 
good. Mr. Gerhard is a man of practical training, but 
nevertheless has proved himself a man of broad usefulness 
and large capability, and his future is unquestionably one 
of ever greater significance to the community. He is a 
son of Daniel Gerhard, for sixty years a merchant of 
Reading. First located at the corner of Tenth and 
Chestnut streets, he was for forty years of that period 
active at his present location. The mother, Henrietta 
(Boyer) Gerhard, is a descendent of one of the pioneer 
families of Berks County which founded Boyertown. 

Elmer Boyer Gerhard was born in Reading, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, January 27, 1887. Receiving his 
early education in the local public schools, he also attended 
the Reading High School, then learned the trade of 
machinist in the employ of Orr & Sembower, of Reading. 
Thereafter going to Fort Wayne, Indiana, Mr. Gerhard 
was active in the Wabash Railroad Shops for eighteen 
months, after which he returned to Reading and for 
three years was employed in his father’s general store. 
He then identified himself with the garage business, the 
constantly increasing use of the automobile giving him 
an interest in this important branch of activity and lead- 
ing him to consider its future as one of great promise. 
In 1919 Mr. Gerhard established his own interest, at 
No. 114 South Tenth Street. His attention from the 
beginning has been devoted to repair and garage activities, 
and Mr. Gerhard has developed an extensive business and 
commands the patronage of many of the leading people 
of this section. His natural efficiency and his constant 
care in the oversight of his assistants make him one of 
the thoroughly progressive and outstanding men of his 
time in his field, and his enterprise is widely patronized. 
Mr. Gerhard has few affiliations with organized advance, 
but is a member of the Washington Fire Company, of 
Reading, and the Electrical Wheelman Club. 

Elmer Boyer Gerhard married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
in 1909, Florence E. Young, daughter of Harry B. and 
Lillian (Shearer) Young, and they are the parents of two 
sons: Warren Daniel, and Herbert Harry. The family 
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residence is located at No. 216 South Tenth Street, 


Reading. 


ALLEN WOLFSKILL—An outstanding example 
of moral courage and worthy purpose is the life-history 
of Allen Wolfskill, of Reading, whose line of endeavor is 
the outgrowth of a calamity that to most men would be 
the end of all achievement. Crippled in the prime of 
life, Mr. Wolfskill has built upon his own need a suc- 
cessful and widely important enterprise in the production 
of artificial limbs and has thereby turned to the permanent 
good of unfortunate people his own great misfortune. 
The mental capacity which enables him to rise above his 
fate is only exceeded by the gallant spirit that suppozted 
him through the trying years of readjustment and ex- 
periment and has brought him out victorious over cir- 
cumstances. 

Henry L. Wolfskill, Mr. Wolfskill’s father, was born in 
Reading, and as a young man prepared himself for a 
business career in one of the early commercial colleges 
of America. This was the People’s Business College, and 
in the science of accounts he secured a dipioma, practically 
covering the entire course of the important institution in 
approximately one year. The very comprehensive course 
of this institution made this record one widely commended 
in his time, and his subsequent business experience bore 
out the early promises of his career. Henry L. Wolfskill 
married Mary A. St. Clair, and both are now deceased 
and buried in Reading. 

Allen Wolfskill was born November 9, 1881, and re- 
ceived his education in the public schools of his birth- 
place. Mastering the trade of machinist in the employ 
of the Reading Iron Company, he was identified with 
that concern for fifteen years, when he met with a tragic 
accident, losing both legs below the knee. - With this 
handicap, Mr. Wolfskill might well have looked upon life 
and economic independence as too great a burden, but 
his spirit rose to the conquest of his fate. His attention 
was, in the nature of the case, turned towards artificial 
limbs, and the difficulty of procuring adequate and efii- 
cient mechanical devices to take the place of the lost 
limbs only inspired him to meet this need for others. 
He devised machinery for the manufacture of artificial 
feet, limbs and other members, and from the beginning 
of his present enterprise it has been necessary for him only 
to see a need or the possibility of a need in this general 
field. He has invented very many aids of different kinds 
designed to meet the needs of cripples, both those crippled 
from birth and by accident. He now has a modern fac- 
tory, equipped with the most highly-perfected machinery, 
the greater part of which he himself developed and built. 
Employing expert workmen and using the most excellent 
material, he personally supervises every piece of work 
handled, and inspects every consignment sent out from 
the establishment. It would be impossible to compute 
the value and significance of this enterprise to the world, 
for in his own lofty idealism he took no thought of his 
misfortune except to make it of use to others. Mr. 
Woliskill has given courage to hundreds and thousands 
who have received benefit from his appliances. His is 
one of the most worthy names in the present advance 
of Reading. 


It is of interest to note in this connection’ .. 
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that Mr. Wolfskill participates in athletics and other 
interests, using the limbs that he himself has made. He 
skates, dances and rides the bicycle on his own product. 
He has few interests except of a business nature, but 
attends the United Social Club, and is a member of the 
Lutheran Church. 

Allen Wolfskill married, in Reading, in 1910, Maude 
Zemer, daughter of Yoel Zemer, who resides in Reading. 
Mrs. Wolfskill’s mother is deceased. 


LLOYD OLIVER BARTO—The industrial world 
of Reading, Pennsylvania, has felt the impetus of the ac- 
tivities of Lloyd Oliver Barto, who has now for some 
years been engaged in various lines of manufacture. Mr. 
Barto is a practical business executive, with progressive 
ideas and the large vision of life which takes cognizance 
of every relation and brings to bear constructive endeavor 
upon the advance of the day. He is a member of an old 
and distinguished family, descended from French Huguenot 
stock, the name having originally been spelled Bartaux. 
The early pioneers of the family settled first in Canada, 
then migrated to the United States many generations ago. 

Isaac Barto, grandfather of Lloyd O. Barto, was born 
at Oley, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and throughout his 
active lifetime was engaged in the hotel business in Frie- 
densburg, Pennsylvania. He died at the age of fifty- 
eight years. He married — —- — Fick, who was born in 
Oley, and who also died at Friedensburg. They were the 
parents of four children, three of whom are mentioned 
herewith: 1. Daniel, who resides at Watsontown, Penn- 
sylvania, at the age of seventy-four years, and has been 
active as a carpenter throughout his career. 2. Isaac, who 
had for thirty years been identified with Stichter Hard- 
ware Store. 3. Alfred F., of further mention. 

Alfred F. Barto, son of Isaac Barto, had been through- 
out his active lifetime a leading manufacturer of hosiery 
in Reading, Pennsylvania, and was one of the prominent 
business men of the day in this city. He married Ellen 
Shollenberger, daughter of John Shollenberger, of Fleet- 
wood, Berks County, Pennsylvania, her mother of the 
prominent Schlegel family of Fleetwood, where Mrs. Barto 
was born. 

Lloyd Oliver Barto, son of Alfred F. and Ellen (Shol- 
lenberger) Barto, was born at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
April 16, 1888. His education comprised the elementary 
and grammar course and two years in high school, then 
he entered the business world in the investment and se- 
curities lines. For five years Mr. Barto’s attention was 
directed along financial lines, then he became active in 
the manufacture of hosiery in Reading, spending a similar 
period in this field. For six years thereafter he was 
engaged in the merchandising of rubber products, and 
devoted a large share of time to study and research along 
the line of mechanical engineering as applied to the manu- 
facture of rubber goods. During this time he was con- 
nected with the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company at 
their headquarters in Newark, New Jersey. His work 
in this connection carried him to Akron, Ohio, and through- 
out Northern New Jersey. Mr. Barto now serves as 
secretary and sales manager of the Laureldale Cemetery 
Company, of which he is the organizer. Associated in 
this company are thirty-five substantial business men of 
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Reading. This is the largest venture of its kind since the 
beginning of the Charles Evans Cemetery, some three- 
quarters of a century ago. Mr. Barto was. active for 
one year as a member of the National Guard of.the State 
of Maryland, serving in Company M, 5th Regiment, his 
work being connected with the activities of the Baltimore 
Armory, which is the largest in the United States. In 
that structure the entire regiment can be drilled on one 
floor. Mr. Barto received an honorable discharge from 
this service. He is interested in few affairs except of a 
business nature, but is a member of the Penn Wheelmen 
Club. He attends St. Stephen’s Reformed Church. 

Mr. Barto married, June 30, 1913, at Lebanon, Penn- 
sylvania, Rachel Jenkins, daughter of the late James J. 
and Sarah (Budd) Jenkins. Mr. and Mrs. Barto are 
the parents of one child, Jeanette Sarah Ellen, born 
October 4, 1920. 





OLIVER R. BROWN—For many years Oliver R. 
Brown, of Reading, bore an important and broadly prac- 
tical part in the progress of his time, and not long ago 
he retired from a successful career to the interests of 
leisure and the care of his investments. Mr. Brown is 
universally recognized in this county as a man of note- 
worthy talent and devoted spirit whose endeavors have 
always been for the promotion of the general welfare as 
well as for his individual success. He is still a man of 
keen and wide-reaching interests in close touch with local 
and general progress. Mr. Brown is a son of Amos and 
Mary (Rauenzahn) Brown, his father, who was a shoe- 
maker by trade, now deceased and buried in Pottstown, 
where the mother now resides, at the age of eighty-five 
years; she is still in possession of all her faculties. 

Oliver R. Brown was born in Berks County, in 1863, 
and received his education in the public schools of his 
native place. Beginning life as the driver of a bakery 
wagon, Mr. Brown’s first activity was in the employ of 
the Keystone Bakery Company, and his faithful attention 
to his duties in this connection early won the recognition 
of his cotemporaries. He was not destined, however, long 
to expend his energies on enterprises headed by others. 
He became independently active many years ago, and in 
1906 he established a grocery store at the corner of Third 
and Chestnut streets, in Reading. This interest he devel- 
oped to large importance, meeting the requirements of 
a wide and exacting patronage, and in every phase of 
his work giving sincere effort and conscientious attention 
to the welfare of his customers as well as carrying for- 
ward his enterprise in such a manner as to win a large 
measure of success. In 1920 Mr. Brown retired from 
activity in the business world, but has since devoted his 
time and energies to the many branches of benevolent 
and uplift work for which his busy career left but scant 
leisure. Mr. Brown has never chosen to accept the honors 
of office in any branch of progressive endeavor with 
which he has been identified, but chooses rather to make 
his influence felt as a faithful worker in the ranks of 
progress. He is considered one of the most useful and 
public-spirited citizens of Reading, and his faithfulness to 
lofty ideals is a challenge to worthy activity for all who 
are associated with him. Mr. Brown is also largely ac- 


tive in church work, and is a member of the Universalist . 
Church. 

Oliver R. Brown married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
June 1, 1906, Lizzie Kline, daughter of Peter B. and 
Hannah (Biehl) Kline, both parents deceased and buried 
in Kutztown. The Brown family residence is at No. 122 
South Twelfth Street, Reading. 








WEBB SCHUSTER FOX—As a prominent mem- 
ber of the frm of E. S. Fox & Company, of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, Webb Schuster Fox holds a noteworthy 
position in industrial advance today. His work is that 
of the natural and trained executive, and in his judicious 
and progressive management of the responsibilities placed 
in his hands, the enterprise and the people generally are 
definitely benefited. Mr. Fox is an eminently practical 
man, and he has devoted his entire career thus far to 
the progress of the same enterprise, which is a leading 
one in Reading. He is a son of Benjamin Franklin and 
Caroline (Schuster) Fox, his father also active with the 
same concern of which he became sole owner some years 
before his death. 

Webb Schuster Fox was born in Reading, September 12, 
1881. His education was begun in the local public schools, 
and he was graduated from the Reading high schools in 
the class of i899. His first business activity was with 
the firm of E. S. Fox & Company, and he entered the 
plant shortly after his graduation from high school. Ap- 
plying himself to the mastering of the business, and gain- 
ing valuable experience by activity in each department, 
the death of his father has been a leading member of 
the firm. 

This enterprise was founded in 1868, when Eli S. Fox, 
Walter K. Hagy, and William Keely organized a concern 
for the manufacture of terra-cotta goods. The interest 
was established at the foot of Franklin Street, where the 
plant still stands after fifty-six years of consecutive ac- 
tivity. In 1870 Messrs. Hagy and Keely sold their in- 
terests, and George K. Whitner became a member of the 
firm. Eli S. Fox died in 1890, and his sons, William, Ben- 
jammin F., and Eli W., succeeded him, purchasing the in- 
terest of Mr. Whitner in 1896. The death of William 
Fox occurred later in the same year, and his two brothers 
remained active in association together until the death of 
Eli W. Fox, which occurred in 1915. Benjamin F. Fox 
was thereby left the sole owner of the business, and upon 
his death, which occurred January 30, 1922, the third 
generation in direct descent succeeded to the interest. 
Webb Schuster Fox is now at the head of the concern, 
his brother, G. Eli Fox, who resides at the corner of 
Cleveland and Wyoming avenues, in Wyomissing, being 
associated with him in the enterprise. They manufac- 
ture stove lining and fire brick, and deal in sewer pipe, 
field tile, flue lining, wall coping, and a general line of 
terra-cotta building material. The interest has long been 
known under the title of E. S. Fox & Company, as at 
present, and it comprises one of the most noteworthy in 
its ficld in this part of the State of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Fox is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and the Penn Wheelmen Club. He is single, 
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and is a member of the Second Reformed Church, residing 
at No. 331 Douglass Street. 





JOHN FRANKLIN REHRER—In merchandising 
circles in Reading, Pennsylvania, the name of Jolin Frank- 
lin (J. Frank) Rehrer holds .a leading position, and 
through his broadly constructive activities in the ‘great 
department store in Pomeroy, Inc., he has reached an 
outstanding rank in present-day advance. Mr. Rehrer is 


an eminently competent man and an able executive, his _ 


present importance in this organization having been won 
through the most practical method of experience within 
the organization, and he commands the esteem and confi- 
dence of all with whom he comes in touch. He is a son 
of George William and Clara Jane Rehrer, his father a 
successful grocer of Reading until his recent retirement. 

John Franklin (J. Frank) Rehrer was born in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, June 1, 1882. Receiving his early educa- 
tion in the local public schools, he later attended the 
Interstate Commercial School, then entered the employ 
of the Dives, Pomeroy & Stewart Department Store, in 
the capacity of cash boy. Only thirteen years of age at 
the time, Mr. Rehrer continued in the employ of this 
concern until the age of twenty-one years, when he 
resigned to identify himself with C. K. Whitner & Com- 
pany. One year and three months were spent in this 
connection, then Mr. Rehrer returned to the first concern 
and has continued permanently as an increasingly im- 
portant executive in the same organization. When he 
first returned to this department store, he was made buyer 
and manager. of the departments of ribbons, neckwear, 
handkerchiefs, embroidery, corsets and brassieres. Cén- 
tinuing to fill these responsibilities with marked efficiency, 
he developed each department to a gratifying degree, and 
in 1923 other responsibilities were added to his work. 
He now manages the jewelry, silverware, watch, clock and 
cut-glass departments in addition to those before men- 
tioned. Mr. Rehrer has become one of the widely promi- 
nent figures in the progress of this irnportant department 
store, for with the exception of the short period with 
the Whitner interests, his entire business career has been 
identified with the present concern. 

A Republican by political affiliation, Mr. Rehrer has 
taken little interest in public affairs, except as a progres- 
sive citizen. He served for ten years, however, as a mem- 
ber of the Board of -Education of the borough of Wyomis- 
sing, and during six years of that time was vice-president 
of the board. He is a member of the Reading Chamber 
of Commerce, and fraternally is affiliated with Chandler 
Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading 
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Creigh Council, No. 16, 
Royal and Select Masters; DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, 
Knights Templar; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine; the Neversink Forest, No. O2, Lad 
Cedars of Lebanon; the American Gladiolus Society; the 
Alumni Association, of Reading; and St. Andrew’s Broth- 
erhood. His clubs are: The Pomeroy Men’s, the Pomeroy 
Country, and the Temple. His religious affiliation is with 
Lutheran Church of Atonement, of Wyomissing. 

Mr. Rehrer married, October 11, 1903, at Reading, Edna 
Irene Grander, daughter of Horace and Laura Catherine 


(Hyneman) Grander. To Mr. and Mrs. Rehrer was born 
a son, John Franklin, Jr., November 30, 1905, who was 
accidently shot and killed by a playmate May 11, 1919. 
The family residence is in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. 





IRA BENJAMIN FRANK —The industrial world 
of Reading has for some years felt the impetus gained the 
practical ability and excellent training of Ira Benjamin 
Frank as applied in his present branch of activity, and 
as a well known executive of the Keystone Boiler and 


Foundry Company, Mr. Frank. is taking a broadly useful 


part in the progress of the day. He is one of the prom- 
inent and universally esteemed young men of Pennsyl- 
vania, and a member of a family long active in various 
branches of progressive effort. Mr. Frank is a grandson 
of Rufus H. Frank, a veteran of the Civil War, and for 
many years postmaster of Middletown, Pennsylvania. 
Rutus H. Frank, Jr., his son and Mr. Frank’s father, was 
a boiler-maker and steam-fitter by trade. He is now 
deceased. The mother, Emma Frank, is also a member 
of a prominent family of this section. 

Ira Benjamin Frank was born in Elizabethtown, Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania, July 13, 1892. His educa- 
tion was begun in the local schools, and he also attended 
school in Landisville. As a youth he learned the trade 
of boiler-maker and steam-fitter and traveled widely in 
the pursuit of this occupation. He thereby gained, in 
addition to unusually fine and comprehensive training, 
wide experience, which has been of the greatest value to 
him in his work. He is considered in the trade a master 
craftsman, and has now for many years been active in 
the installing of heating systems for the Keystone Boiler 
and Foundry Company. He is handling large and ever- 
increasing responsibilities, and in his definite and generally 
recognized prominence his relation to the progress of the 
day is eminently constructive. A Democrat by political 
affiliation, Mr. Frank is fraternally identified with Landis- 
ville Lodge, No. 697, Patriotic Order Sons of America, 
and Juniata Tribe, No. 74, Improved Order of Red Men, 
of Reading; and he attends the First Reformed Church. 

Ira Benjamin Frank married, in Cumberland, Maryland, 
January 1, 1913, Barbara Paige, daughter of Andrew and 
Mary Paige, and they are the parents of two daughters: 
1. Dorothy May, born September 27, 1913. 2. Mary 
Virginia, born April 9, 1919. The family reside at No. 
718 Washington Street, Reading. 





MARVIN A. H. SPRINGER—Prominently iden- 
tified with local advance in Reading as an official of the 
municipality, also in the business affairs of the city, Marvin 
A. H. Springer is an estecmed citizen, useful in his busi- 
ness activities and honored in his public service. He has 
been a resident of Reading for twenty-five years, and 
has won many friends in this city and vicinity. Mr. 
Springer is a son of Edwin and Laura (Croll) Springer, 
his father for twenty-six years an employee of the Phila- 
delphia & Reading Shops, of this city. 

Marvin A. H. Springer was born in Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, November 30, 1881. Receiving his formal 
education in the public schools of that section, Mr. Sprin- 
ger learned the trade of barber, and coming to Reading, 
established himself in business here. He has since con- 
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ducted a model shop, catering to the highest class of 
trade, and has proved himself not only skilled in his chosen 
line of endeavor, but worthy as a citizen and a man of 
forward-looking spirit and strict integrity. Always  in- 
terested in the general advance, and a loyal supporter 
of the Democratic Party, Mr. Springer has been a worker 
for the general good since the attaining of his majority. 
He was elected alderman of the seventeenth ward in 1915, 
and in 1921 was reélected for a second term. He has 
served his constituents faithfully and well, and at the 
same time given of his effort to the advancement of all 
civic interests. Fraternally, Mr. Springer is affiliated with 
the Improved Order of Red Men, and the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles. He is further a member of the Marion Fire 
Company, and attends Alsace Lutheran Church. 

Marvin A. H. Springer married, in Reading, Ella Groff, 
daughter of Edwin and Catherine (Frey) Groff, and they 
are the parents of six children: Elsie, wife of PaulwLe 
Schartel; Mamie; Dorothy; Pearl; Marvin A. Eats: 


and Robert. 





JACOB PETER LUTHOLD—As a worthy cit- 
izen of Berks County, Pennsylvania, active in business 
affairs in the city of Reading, and a resident of West 
Lawn, Jacob Peter Luthold stands among the broadly 
useful and ever progressive men of the day, devoting his 
attention to garage activities. With excellent training and 
practical experience, Mr. Luthold brought to his present 
work a fine equipment, not the least important item 
being the large natural ability which makes him an able 
and efficient business executive. Mr. Luthold is a native 
of Switzerland, and a member of an old and distinguished 
family of that country. He is a son of Jacob and Anna 
Luthold, his father a resident of Baar, Canton Zug, 
Switzerland, and both parents now deceased. 

Jacob Peter Luthold was born in Switzerland in 1891. 
His education was very comprehensive, and included one 
year at the university. Coming to America in 1913, he 
spent one year in Philadelphia, then came to Reading, 
where he became active as a mechanic in the Textile 
Machine Works. Mr. Luthold mastered the trade of 
machinist, and is a natural mechanic in addition to his 
thorough training. Remaining with the concern mentioned 
until 1922, Mr. Luthold then established a garage interest 
at No. 701 Cherry Street, Reading, and devotes his. time 
and attention to automobile repairs of every kind. He 
has won marked success in this exacting and important 
field of activity and is acknowledged among the motoring 
public as thoroughly efficient. He has won the esteem 
and confidence of all, and is considered one of the rising 
young men of Reading. He has few interests except of 
a business nature, but is a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Jacob Peter Luthold married, in Zurich, Switzerland, 
in 1912, Josy Staehlin, daughter of Carl Staehlin. 





RALPH R. SEIDEL—A well known figure in the 
plumbing and _ heating contracting business in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, is Ralph R. Seidel, whose lifelong residence 
in Reading has made him one of the well known and 
universally esteemed members of the younger group of 
business executives. Mr. Seidel has risen to prominence 
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and more than usual importance, meeting a constantly 
recurring need of the people with the attitude of the 
progressive man. He is a member of a prominent family 
of Berks County, and is a son of William E. and Mary 
K. (Clay) Seidel, his father still a resident of Reading, 
and a car-wheel molder by trade. The elder Mr. Seidel 
resides at No. 339 Schuylkill Avenue. 

Ralph R. Seidel was born in Reading, September 29, 
1894. Receiving his education in the local public schools, 
he learned the trade of plumbing and for eight years 
followed this trade as a journeyman. In 1919 he estab- 
lished himself in an independent business interest, and 
locating at No. 113 South Third Street, has developed a 
largely prosperous interest. He does a general line of 
plumbing and heating contracting, and deals in supplies 
of every kind incident to work of this nature. As one 
of the successful young men of Reading, Mr. Seidel is 
well known in the city, and in political affairs holds an 
independent position. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Reading, and is 
a member of the National Association of Master Plumb- 
ers, and the Chamber of Commerce. His religious affil- 
iation is with St. Mark’s Reformed Church. 

Ralph R. Seidel married, December 25, 1916, at Read- 
ing, Irene M. Reddig, daughter of John H. and Alice F. 
(Snader) Reddig. 





WILLIAM GAUL—Prominently active in contracting 
and building affairs in Berks County, William Gaul, of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, has risen to large success, and 
in his useful endeavors the community is realizing great 
and permanent benefit. Mr. Gaul is an eminently prac- 
tical man, and with splendid training in his chosen field 
of endeavor and the progressive spirit of the man of 
broad vision and tireless energy, Mr. Gaul is bearing a 
commendable part in the progress of his day. He is a 
son of George K. Gaul, who was prominent as a flag- 
tone contractor and did a great deal of work for the 
municipality. He died at the age of sixty-one years. 
The mother, Mary (Whitman) Gaul, is a member of a 
prominent family of this section and still survives the 
husband and father, residing in Reading. 

William Gaul was born in Reading, May 4, 1880. Re- 
ceiving his early education in the public schools, he was 
active in farming for ten years in Bern Township, in this 
county, but at the age of nineteen years began to learn 
the carpenter’s trade. He was employed by Adam Gruber 
and continued with him until establishing himself in an 
independent business interest in 1914. In the decade which 
has since elapsed, Mr. Gaul has developed a largely im- 
portant business,* maintaining offices at his residence, at 
No. 238 South Tenth Street, Reading. He is doing much 
building of an important type, and employs about twenty 
men. An Independent in political convictions, Mr. Gaul 
leaves public leadership to others, but bears a worthy 
part in progressive endeavor whenever called upon to do 
so. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle; the Owls; the Orioles; and Washington 
Volunteer Fire Company. He attends Grace Lutheran 
Church. 

William Gaul married, on November 25, 1899, Ida V. 
Strouse, daughter of Adam and Mary (Kissling) Strouse, 
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and they are the parents of four children: James W.; 
George A.; Anna M.; and William R. 

HENRY K. HILL-—Practical and ever-widening in- 
terests are engaging the attention of Henry K. Hill, of 
Wyomissing, and in meeting various daily needs of the 
people of Reading and vicinity he is bearing a worthy 
and progressive part in present-day advance. Mr. Hill 
is a thoroughly representative figure in agriculture and 
food production, and is centering his interests in this 
general realm. He is a son of John G. and Mary (Kehr) 
Hill, and his father, who was a miller in early life, was 
active along this and general farming lines until his 
death, at the age of seventy-three years. His last years 
were spent in the Eighteenth Ward of Reading. The 
mother died February 13, 1893, just seven months after 
her husband. Their children numbered twelve, six sons 
and six daughters, of whom only two are now living: 
Henry K., of whom further; and Emma, wife of Welling- 
ton F. Bickle, of Shillington, in this county. 

Henry K. Hill was born in Cumru Township, in this 
county, January 16, 1858. Receiving his education in the 
local public schools, he spent his early life on the home- 
stead farm with his father. Continuing active thus until 
1893, Mr. Hill then removed to his present handsome 
farm of six acres in Wyomissing, which comprises some 
of the most valuable land still in use for agricultural 
purposes. He follows intensive methods of farming, and 
produces general market gardening truck, also conducts 
a milk route, serving the people of West Reading and 
Wyomissing. Universally known in this region, Mr. Hill 
is as universally esteemed and honored, for in his exem- 
Plary life and with his spirit of helpfulness he has given 
his name permanent significance to the community. He 
devotes his attention almost wholly to his work, and 
politically reserves the right of independent thought and 
action, voting as his conscience dictates. His religious 
affiliation is with St. John’s Reformed Church, of Sinking 
Springs. 

Henry K. Hill married, in March, 1883, Catherine Rau- 
denbush, daughter of John B. and Harriet (Lunbach) 
Raudenbush. Mr. and Mrs. Hill are the parents of three 
children: Florence M.; Edna E.; and John H. 


—————. 





JOHN SWEITZER—Active in early life as a black- 
smith, and developing this interest into the realm of 
automotive vehicles, Mr. Sweitzer has demonstrated the 
practical spirit of the business man whose fearlessness in 
progress leads him to enter new avenues of advance as 
they are opened before him. His success in both realms 
has proved his ability, and his strict integrity in all his 
dealings gives him the esteem and confidence of all with 
whom he comes in contact. Mr. Sweitzer is a progressive 
and noteworthy man of the day, and a son of Samuel 
and Matilda (Newman) Sweitzer, his father active as a 
blacksmith throughout his entire career. 

John Sweitzer was born in Cumru Township, in this 
county, December 17, 1875. Receiving his education in 
the local public schools, he learned the blacksmith trade 
under his esteemed father, and followed that general line 
of endeavor until the introduction of the automobile. 


Early in the history of the motor vehicles, Mr. Sweitzer: 


Saw the trend of the times and was progressive enough 
to take advantage of the opportunity thereby placed in 
his path. He began automobile repair work, and also 
developed a prosperous enterprise in the distribution of 
auto parts. He has risen to an outstanding position in 
this widely expletive field, and with headquarters at No. 
321 Bingaman Street, is holding leading rank in his chosen 
line of endeavor. Mr. Sweitzer is a Republican by political 
faith, and a worker in the ranks of the party. He has 
long been a member of the Reading Chamber of Com- 
merce, and fraternally is affiliated with the Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, Pennsylvania Relief Association, and Lib- 
erty Fire Company. He attends St. James’ Lutheran 
Church. 

John Sweitzer married, in 1899, Anna Angstadt, daugh- 
ter of Elias Angstadt, and they are the Parents of five 
daughters: Luella Agnes; Edna May; Sadie Marie; Al- 
bertia Matilda; and Stella Marie. The family reside at 
No. 441 Bingaman Street, Reading. 





PHILIP ELLIS BOMGARDNER, of Wernersville, 
in general and electrical engineering, holds a largely suc- 
cessiul and widely prominent position as secretary of The 
General Engineering Company, with plant at Nos. $13. 
815 Walnut Street, Reading. The great success of this 
enterprise is a keen and just appraisal of the ability of 
the progressive men who form its executive personnel, 
and as a leader of progress Mr. Bomgardner is bearing 
a worthy and eminently practical part in present-day 
aifairs. Many of the important industrial plants of Read- 
ing have been outfitted by this organization, and standing 
behind the world of industry as he does, Mr. Bomgard- 
ner is doing eminently constructive work in a vitally 
important field. Mr. Bomgardner is a son of William 
Henry and Victoria (Ellis) Bomgardner, both now de- 
ceased, the father for many years active as grocer in 
Reading, at the corner of Fifth and Elm streets. 

Philip Ellis Bomgardner was born in Pine Grove, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, August 24, 1884. His educa- 
tion was begun in the local schools, and he is a graduate 
of the Reading High School. He also pursued many 
courses in mechanical and electrical work, and during 
this time covered practical experience in this field. He 
was first with the Brown Engineering Company and 
later with the Berks Engineering Company, remaining 
with the latter concern until the present business was 
organized. In 1920 Mr. Bomegardner, in association with 
K. J. Titlow and K. Raymond Titlow, formed the present 
organization, under the title of The General Engineering 
Company. K. Raymond Titlow became president of the 
concern, E. J. Titlow, treasurer, and Philip Ellis Bomegard- 
ner, secretary. These progressive men each are highly 
skilled in the mechanical and electrical fields, and have 
gone forward together with marked success and now hold 
influential rank in the trade. The concern handles elec- 
trical and mechanical construction, installation for both 
light and power, and they fit out industrial plants of 
many kinds, also repair and rewind motors. Although 
only a comparatively short period has elapsed since the 
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organization of the company, it has attained an outstand- 
ing position in the progress of the day, and as a leading 
executive of this concern, Mr. Bomgardner holds high 
rank in the local advance. He is a member of the Read- 
ing Chamber of Commerce and the Kiwanis Club. His 
religious affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. 

Philip Ellis Bomgardner married, June 27, 1907, in 
Reading, Florence G. Kauterman, daughter of Howard 
Getz and Jennie N. Kauterman. Mr. and Mrs. Bom- 
gardner are the parents of one son: Philip E., Jr., born 
January 29, 1910. 


HANS BOESCH—In the engineering world, Hans 
soesch, of Reading, has risen to large prominence, and 
in his connection with the Speidel Elevator Corporation 
of this city he holds a leading position in the local advance. 
Mr. Boesch is a man of unusual ability, and with special 
training in some of the most celebrated institutions of 
his native Germany, he was especially well fitted for the 
responsibilities which have fallen to his lot in later years. 
He is a son of Julius Gustave and Elizabeth Boesch, also 
both natives of Germany. The father is now deceased, 
and the mother resides with another son who is a leading 
business man of Buenos Aires in the Argentine Republic. 

Hans Boesch was born in Bielefeld, Germany, August 
23, 1882. His education was begun in Real Schule at 
Harburg, Germany, and he later attended the Rumbaum 
Seminary at Hamburg. He then took up his professional 
preparations at the Statliches Technikum zu Hamburg. 
His first experience was engineer on a German-American 
steamship line, but after three years of activity in that 
connection he came to the United States in 1902. First 
locating in New York City, he was identified as mechanical 
engineer in the employ of Max Ams, remaining for about 
one year. He then entered the employ of the Drum 
Elevator Company of New York City in a similar capa- 
city and continued with that concern until coming to 
Reading in 1910. He then formed his present affiliation, 
serving the Speidel interests, first as engineer, and in 
March, 1923, becoming vice-president of the corporation. 
Mr. Boesch has become recognized as one of the able 
and noteworthy business executives of this city, and in 
his present definite usefulness his ability is clearly evident. 
He is going ever forward to larger prominence, and his 
work is bearing direct influence upon the progress and 
welfare of the people. Mr. Boesch is a member of the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce; the Reading Automobile 
Club; the Fair Boosters Association; and his religious 
affiliation is with Saint John’s Lutheran Church. 

Hans Boesch married, in New York City, in September, 
1906, Gertrude Bertha Fritz, daughter of Paul and Wanda 
Fritz, and they are the parents of two children: Eleanore 
Pauline, and Rita Wanda. The family reside at No. 812 
Ritter Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


DANIEL BENJAMIN ZECHMAN—In the in- 
dustrial world of Berks County, Pennsylvania, Daniel 
Benjamin Zechman holds a position of marked prominence, 
and he has won his way to his present official rank solely 
on the strength of his ability and devotion to duty. An 
expert mechanic, and gifted with the ability to supervise 
others, Mr. Zechman has made himself necessary to the 


great organization of which he is a part, and in his faith- 
ful service he is doing much to advance its growth and 
progress. Mr. Zechman is a son of William M. Zechman, 
whose death which occurred in 1920, removed from the 
community a man of rare worth and devoted spirit. The 
elder Mr. Zechman was for many years active in the real 
estate business and was a leading figure in the public 
service, acting for many years as superintendent of schools 
for Berks County. The mother, Catherine (Glossneyer) 
Zechman, still survives. 

Daniel Benjamin (D. Benjamin) Zechman was born 
in Fleetwood, Berks County, Pennsylvania, April 20, 1887. 
Receiving his early education in the public schools of 
Reading, Mr. Zechman attended the Bethlehem Preparatory 
School, from which he was graduated in 1909, then en- 
tered the employ of the Berks Engineering Company, 
where he learned the trade of machinist. Active with 
that concern until 1914, he then entered the employ of 
the Birdsboro Steel Foundry and Machine Company, in 
the capacity of machinist, and worked his way upwards 
until, on June 1, 1924, he was placed in charge of all 
machinery, as superintendent. The importance of this 
position is immediately clear to all who are familiar with 
the great industrial concern known as the Birdsboro Steel 
Foundry and Machine Company. This is one of the 
greatest industrial concerns of Reading, and his achieve- 
ment in rising to a position of responsibility in this con- 
nection places Mr. Zechman among the really noteworthy 
and outstanding figures in the industrial world to-day. 
In political affairs Mr. Zechman holds independent con- 
victions, and he has few interests, except of a business 
nature, although in sympathy with every phase of present- 
day progress. His religious affiliation is with St. Andrew’s 
Reformed Church. 

Mr. Zechman married, in October, 1909, in Reading, 
Helen Maitland, daughter of Joseph and Barbara Mait- 
land. Mr. and Mrs. Zechman are the parents of three 
children: Dorothy; W. Joseph; and D. Benjamin, Jr. 


JEREMIAH SHIRK—Along practical lines of ac- 
tivity Jeremiah Shirk, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is bear- 
ing a noteworthy part in present-day progress, for his 
endeavors follow the line of garage and repair activities. 
Mr. Shirk is a thoroughly progressive and forward-look- 
ing young man, and with headquarters at the corner of 
Third and Spruce streets, in Reading, is achieving marked 
success. He is a son of Jeremiah and Kathryn (Freeman) 
Shirk, his father a farmer by occupation throughout his 
lifetime, but now deceased. 


Jeremiah Shirk was born in Berks County, Pennsyl- . 


vania, January 17, 1890. His education was received in 
the public schools of Reading, and completing his studies 
at about fifteen years of age, he entered the employ of 
Orr & Sembrower, prominent engine and boiler builders 
of Reading. Remaining with that concern for some 
twelve years, Mr. Shirk then became identified with the 
E. & G. Brooke Iron Company, of Birdsboro, where he 
remained for about one year. Returning to the former 
concern for another year, Mr. Shirk later, in 1919, en- 
tered the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, 
where he continued until 1923. His present activity was 
then inaugurated, and he is now conducting one of the 


; 
cian sine tester testi iil esas aD Nal ail te hil oncaeid cites SIGNING 


1A hn A A i i a ts i ee en I AN At el a AN BS ne pen en mien lee 
a at 


se ee a ean 
































[FERRARO STOO ET SES WS PE 











oalbe 





SOSA i Sidi ol ERE RO ACrOuL i 1. 





‘si “ 
see? 

3 aC 

needle 


hy 
oO. 
; 
a, . Fri, bi ia¥ ‘ Pago oa 
, 
rie Oe ae 


£gi Poadowut NA 


4 
4 
{ 

{ 
1 

4 

2 

“3 

3 

3 

5 











1 terre « — 


r SE PAE TRE me rete rae oe neces 





MARY (HASSLER) PEIFER 


eRe LEDS Pee 


ROT AT RISE PS LET TEI? DRI ST TT ON AP BE PE ROTEL ET 
SIN ling gee A ee les slg Se SRT 





re 


PERE, BOS RESTS WS 
e 





BANS, es Sc 


ee Sedisontie dah. 3 





LOUISA (FRY) PEIFER 


ROSSER EL. PEIPER 


Sa 


ear ¥ 


tee tere 


7 Pos 


| es 

lf 

ee 

Bes 
ener 
Se 


nt ae een reer etme tera ner eh ee ere ep ern ree en Patera 
A ae arene pn ate 





See ae v FOS EE EIT Te TTL EEE PEAS eT Sp MATES SECO SRT TURAN Td IC TENS ORR 
fie en Bee 





oe eae 


ARSE 


ere openness 











ROOT ERS eye 


ot Re ror 








FTE SRE PEO A SOIT ES RTO TIE TT NMEA LR STA ELIT ST PGT OTT Ganon. 








j 


3} 


as 





\ 
/ 
wae Bee 


Re ate Wart 


Sg 3 


Pad 


a 


= 
sz 
4 
A 
é 
Aree tim LL 


test 





ae eS ARCHES 





ane i tae emars i 








BIOGRAPHICAL "aoe 


thoroughly progressive and efficient garage and auto- 
mobile repair establishments of Reading. Fraternally he 
is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and the Patriotic Order Sons of America. His leisure in- 
terests are gunning and fishing. His religious affiliation 
is with St. James’ Lutheran Church. _ . : 

Mr. Shirk married, December 15, 1917, Elizabeth Bader, 
daughter of William and Louise Bader. 





ROBERT L. PEIFER—In various branches of com- 
mercial and productive activity, Robert L. Peifer, of Sink- 
ing Spring, has long been a leading figure in Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. His ever-progressive spirit, together 
with the large natural ability which would win him suc- 
cess in any field, gave to Mr. Peifer’s endeavors a con- 
structive quality of vital significance to the people, and 
in his long and noteworthy usefulness the community of 
his residence and indeed this entire region has realized 
definite and permanent benefit. 

The Peifer family is one of marked importance in this 
part of Pennsylvania, where it has now been identified 
with current advance for five generations, Robert L. 
Peifer being fourth in descent from the pioneer. The 
family was one of prominence in Germany, and on both 
sides of the Atlantic the name has stood for public and 
individual honor, for sincere and genuine worth, and for 
every progressive thought and ideal. 

(I) Frantz Peifer, the pioneer of this family of Amer- 
ica, was a worthy farmer of Marienberg, Germany, a 
small place some miles distant from Hachenburg, in Nas- 
sau. Frantz Peifer married Elizabeth Kessler and their 
six children were: Gerhart, Christ, Frantz, Martin, of 
whom further; Barbara, and Elizabeth. 

(II) Martin Peifer, fourth child and fourth son of 
Frantz and Elizabeth (Kessler) Peifer, was born in Nassau, 
Germany, on the homestead farm, July 26, 1794, and in 
1818 came to America with his brother Gerhart. They 
landed at Baltimore, Maryland, and George Gernand came 
forward for his redemption, paying $80 for his passage. 
This bonded him to Mr. Gernand for two years, and 
thereafter Martin Peifer was active in farm work until 
1832, when he bought land, thirty-one acres in extent. 
His natural ability and tireless industry were evidenced 
in the fact that after such a start in life in the new and 
strange country his estate at his death amounted to some 
$20,000. He was a progressive member of the early 
Pioneer settlement of Berks County, and a member of 
Hain’s Church, to the activities of which he was a gen- 
erous contributor until his death, December ie SLO; 
Martin Peifer married, December 31, 1826, Hannah Krick, 
born June 6, 1803, a daughter of Peter Krick. Their 
children were: Jeremiah, and Peter, of whom further. 

(III) Peter Peifer, son of Martin and Hannah (Krick) 
Peifer, was born in Heidelberg Township, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, April 17, 1840, died December 2th In 
Spring Township, and was buried December 27, 1917. Re- 
siding at the homestead farm until the age of thirty years, 
he then began farming operations in an independent way, 
on one of his father’s other properties, going forward until 
June 21, 1894, when he removed to Fritztown, South 
Heidelberg Township. There he occupied the handsome 
brick residence which he had erected and continued his in- 


terest in farming activities. In the six farms which for 
many years he owned there was a total area of eight hun- 
dred acres, and Mr. Peifer was considered one of the most 
influential and substantial business men of his day. In 
addition to these numerous agricultural interests, he owned 
-Hain’s Woolen Mills, near Wernersville, which is said to 
include one of the best water power privileges in this part 
of the United States. -Mr. Peifer also held various realty 
investments in Fritztown of more than passing importance, 
and was the owner of a considerable acreage of wood 
land, as well. A Democrat in his political convictions, 
and a leader in the party so far as local party affairs are 
concerned, his influence for progress is still a living force, 
although his death occurred several years ago. He was a 
well known member of Hain’s Church, and one of the 
most highly esteemed men in the community. He mar- 
ried, October 19, 1869, Mary Hassler, born December 10, 
1838, a daughter of Benjamin and Sophia (Ebling) 
Hassler, her father a farmer of Lower Heidelberg Town- 
ship. They were the parents of three children: Robert L ; 
of further mention; Hannah E., born January 30, 1874, 
who married Frank N. Brown; and Jefferson, a sketch 
of whom follows. 

(IV) Robert L. Peifer, son of Peter and Mary 
(Hassler) Peifer, was born in Lower Heidelberg Towa- 
ship, September 4, 1870. As a young lad he attended the 
local public schools. His first experience in the world of 
men and affairs was in his father’s many farming inter- 
ests. As he came to the age of_maturity, he took over 
one of his father’s farms in Spring Township, where he 
was active for a number of years, then purchased the 
Sharman farm in Sinking Spring, a fine place of forty- 
nine acres, and was active there for about two years. His 
interests in farming affairs were extended to include a 
farm owned by his father in Lower Heidelberg Town- 
ship and another farm in Spring Township in Kulp’s Mill, 
which Mr. Peifer himself purchased. In November, 1908, 
Mr. Peifer established an important coal business in Oak- 
brook, erecting a fine brick warehouse, 30 x 40 feet in 
ground dimensions and three stories high. This structure 
stands at the corner of Angelica Street and Lancaster 
Avenue, and Mr. Peifer developed a largely-important 
and extensive coal business, meeting both the wholesale 
and retail demand. The plant was equipped with the 
most ingenious facilities for handling the bulky and 
weighty commodity in question, machinery haying been 
installed to handle the coal from car to wagon. This 
made it unnecessary for a shovel to be used, except for the 
correcting of weights in small quantities. Mr. Peifer re- 
moved to Spring Township in 1920, and until March, 1924, 
handled large agricultural operations there, then at the 
latter date became a resident of Sinking Spring. He still 
maintains an interest in the coal business, but has dele- 
gated the responsibility to others. In all his activities, 
Mr. Peifer reveals the outstanding ability and keen vision 
of the efficient man of affairs, and his success is one of 
the important and widely-significant records of achieve- 
ment in Berks County. He is a Democrat by political 
affiliation and influential in the party, although never a 
politician in the accepted sense of the term. His religious 
connection is with Hain’s Church. 

Robert L. Peifer married Louisa Fry, daughter of Eli 
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Fry, of Spring Township. Mr. and Mrs. Peifer are the 
parents of five children: Martin, a sketch of whom fol- 
lows that of Jeficrson Peifer; Hannah, Emma, Peter, and 
lame ‘ 
JEFFERSON PEIFER—Son of an honored father, 
and member of a distinguished family of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Jefferson Peifer is a noteworthy figure in 
Sinking Spring, but it is not wholly in his relation to 
other worthy men and names of this section that he may 
well claim a leading position in the progress of oom- 
munity, county and State. Mr. Peifer has demonstrated 
large ability in business affairs, and in his marked success 
has proved his individual standing as a citizen and as a 
business executive. Agricultural interests have engaged his 
attention throughout his lifetime thus far, and he is con- 
sidered one of the thoroughly representative men in his 
field to-day. 

(IV) Jefferson Peifer, youngest child and second son 
of Peter and Mary (Hassler) Peifer, (see preceding 
sketch), was born in Lower Heidelberg Township, Nov- 
ember 28, 1882. His education was received in the local 
public schools, and like his elder brother he was reared 
on the farm. Interested in the work of the place, and 
naturally giited with excellent judgment, also a man of 
large energy and ambition, Mr. Peifer continued active 
in farming operations and has thus far devoted his life- 
time to agricultural pursuits. Going forward with his 
father as a young man, then taking over the respon- 
sibilities of his father’s interests for the elder man, Mr. 
Peifer inherited the homestead farm upon the death of 
his father and is still active there. This is one of thé 
finest farm properties in a wide area, comprising one 
hundred and sixty acres of valuable land, and is located 
at Montello, in the vicinity of Sinking Spring, Spring 
Township. Following general lines of agricultural activ- 
ity, Mr. Peifer has developed the place to one of great 


importance, and it is considered one of the largely- ~ 


prosperous farms of this general region. As a man and a 
citizen, as well as in his business relations, Mr. Peifer 
coramands the esteem and confidence of all with whom 
he comes in contact and he is held in the highest esteem 
in the community of his residence. His time is almost 
wholly devoted to his work, but in all civic or general 
advance he lends his influence to worthy endeavor, and 
his usefulness is a matter of definite and permanent sign- 
ificance to Berks County. He is a Reformed member of 
Hain’s Church. 

Jefferson Peifer married, March 24, 1915, Annie Reedy, 
daughter of William D. and Sarah (Weurich) Reedy. 


MARTIN PEIFER, son of Robert L. and Louisa 
(Fry) Peifer (q. v.), was born in Spring Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 15, 1893, and he 
has taken a prominent place in the business affairs of 
this county. 

His education was received in the public schools of his 


‘birthplace, and even as a young man his ability and 


progressive spirit were generally recognized. Remaining 
with his father in his various interests until the age of 
twenty-five years, Mr. Peifer then struck out for him- 
self in business affairs, and in 1920 established an ice 
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business in Oakbrook in the Eighteenth Ward of Reading. 
In the distribution of this daily necessity of the people, 
Mr. Peifer has won an outstanding position in this city, 
and his usefulness as an executive of ability and initiative 
places him among the leaders of commercial advance in 
Berks County. Alert to every phase of his commercial 
realm, and fully cognizant of his responsibility to the 
health and well-being of the people, Mr. Peifer is giving 
to his work the tireless attention and constant vigilance 
that counts for success in any field of endeavor. In his 
faithful discharge of the duties which he has assumed, 
he is contributing in a very practical way to the general 
health of the people. A Democrat by political affiliation, 
Mr. Peifer has never thus far accepted public responsibil- 
ity, but lends his influence to the aid of all worthy en- 
deavor. He has few interests except of a business nature. 
He is a member of the Church of the Apostles, of 
Reading. 

Martin Peifer married, June 22, 1915, in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, Christine Maier, daughter of Andrew Maier. 
Mr. and Mrs. Peifer are the parents of four children: 
Margaret, Robert, Andrew, and Martin, Jr. 





PROFESSOR GEORGE C. BORDNER—Hon- 
ored by his alma mater, as have been so many others 
of the institution, with a chair in her faculty which 
he has occupied for a quarter of a century, Professor 
George C. Bordner, at the head of the higher mathe- 
matics department of the Kutztown State Normal 
School, holds an important place in the affection and 
esteem of his colleagues and of the student body. It 
having fallen to his lot to become the teacher of an 
exact science, Professor Bordner has, with becoming 
and commendable thoroughness, developed his depart- 
ment until it ranks very high with similar divisions 
of schools of this section of Pennsylvania. During the 
twenty-five years or more that Mr. Bordner has been 
professor of higher mathematics at Kutztown, he has 
seen numerous graduate teachers and others, graduates 
of the school, go forth into the world well equipped 
with a knowledge of mathematics either for teaching 
it to students of their own or for making application 
of their education in remunerative positions in the busi- 
ness world. Many of them can, and do, point back 
to the day when they sat under Professor Bordner’s 
teaching and received from him those lessons which 
laid the foundations for their careers in the outside world. 
The Bordner method has come to be accepted as second 
to none in many schools of Pennsylvania into which 
graduate teachers of Kutztown have gone and have made 
good records for themselves. This encomium, indirect 
though it may be, carries with it a need of praise which 
is well placed upon a deserving head, so well has the 
subject merited the -approval of his present and former 
students as well as that of his co-members on the 
Kutztown faculty. Mr. Bordner filled three other im- 
portant teaching positions before he came to Kutztown, 
where his tenure has been of so great length and of so 
great influence that his name is almost synonymous with 
that of the school. 

George C. Bordner was born in Bethel, Pennsylvania, 
May 22, 1870, son of Thomas L, and Malinda Bordner, 
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his father being a farmer. Following his preliminary 
training in the lower schools, he determined to secure a 
finished education. He entered the Kutztown State 
Normal School and prepared for a still higher institution. 
He matriculated at Franklin and Marshall College, 
whence he was graduated with honors in the class of 
1898. The college conferred the degree of A. M. upon 


him in 1901. His earlicr teaching positions, in which — 
& Pp 


he acquired valuable experience for his future in the 


profession, were in rural schools and at the Kutztown . 


High School. So well did he acquit himself in those 
former years that he was called to the principalship 
of the Bernville High School. But he was allowed to 
remain in that position but about a year, 1898-99, when 
his first clma mater presented him with an invitation, 
which was equivalent to a command, to join her faculty. 
Thus in the role of a professor he returned to the halls 
which years before he had entered as a student. It 
was a happy decision that he made in answer to the 
call—-happy, not alone for himself in the opportunity 
offered for a field of greater contact and influence, but 
a happy one also for the enhancing of the prestize of 
the school, and especially for its high standard depart- 
ment of mathematics over which Mr. Bordner was 
called to preside. Mr. Bordner is a helpful citizen of 
his town as well as a model teacher. He is a director 
of the Kutztown School Board, which he also serves 
as secretary; a director and the secretary of the Kutz- 
town Fair Association; and president of the Berks 
County School Directors’ Association. He is a member 
and a former president of the Alumni Association of the 
Kutztown State Normal School. During the World War 
he was a Liberty Loan campaigner, and participated in 
the public welfare and community activities. Mr. Bordner 
has been secretary of Huguenot Lodge, No. 377, Free and 
Accepted Masons, since 1913. He is a member of the 
Franklin Club of the Kutztown Free Masons. He is 
affiliated with the Reformed Church. 

Mr. Bordner married, at  Bernville, Pennsylvania, 
Mary M. Berger, daughter of Levi and Rebecca 
Berger. Their children are as follows: 1. Paul B., 
graduated from Kutztown State Normal School in 1916, 
and from Franklin and Marshall College in 1922, head 
of the mathematics department of the Donore High 
School. 2. Claude L., graduated from the Kutztown 
State Normal School in 1918, and from Franklin and 
Marshall College in 1923, professor of mathematics at 
the Kutztown High School. 3. Grace A., graduated 
from the Kutztown State Normal School in 1920, has 
charge of kindergarten center in city of Reading. 4. 
Mary H., a senior. 5. Richard T., a sophomore. 6. 
Francis C., a junior at the Kutztown State Normal 
School. 7. Ruth M., a pupil in grade school of Kutz- 
town. 8. George W., a pupil in grade school of Kutz- 
town. 9. R. Burton, who is at home and soon will 
be eligible for admission to the kindergarten course. 


CONRAD SAMUEL REBER, M. D.—In the 
Progress of medical science in Berks County the name 
of Dr. Conrad Samuel Reber holds an honored position, 
and in his constructive endeavors the city has realized 
much benefit. His success has for many years been an 






assured fact, and it is a keen appraisal of his talents and 
their practical application in the most vitally-important 
profession of modern times. Descended from worthy stock 
prominent in many generations on both sides of the At- 
lantic, Dr. Reber is thoroughly-representative of the best 
in professional endeavor and in the activities of American 
citizenship. Active in practice for many years in Reading 
and vicinity, he commands the esteem and confidence 
of all... 

(1) The Reber family dates back into the eighteenth 
century in Berks County, Pennsylvania, and Valentine 
Reber, great-great-grandfather of Dr. Reber, is buried in 
the old Union Church Cemetery at Bernville. He was 
a leader in community affairs in that early day, and was 
held in the highest regard by his cotemporaries, both as 
an individual and as a member of the pioneer settlement, 
in the progress of which he bore a usefui part. 

(11) John Reber, son of Valentine Reber, was born in 
the year 1775, and after a long and active career in 
agricultural pursuits in Penn Township, he died in 1860. 
He was considered one of the foremost citizens of Bern 
Township. He married Salome Steiner. Their nine chil- 
dren were as follows: Conrad, of whom further; Eliza- 
beth; Samuel, married Catherine Berger; Eva, who be- 
came the wife of John Christian Berger; Sarah, who 
became the wife of Peter Umbenbauer; Christiana, who 
became the wife of Daniel Kline; Catherine, who became 
the wife of Michael Kline; Polly, who became the wife 
of Daniel Schneider; and Molly, -who became the wife 
of Jacob Kline. A burial ground was set aside on the 
homestead farm, where John Reber was laid away to rest, 
and this plot is still maintained, five generations of the 
family in direct descent having been interred there. 

(IIT) Conrad Reber, son of John and Salome (Steiner) 
Reber, was born on the homestead farm in 1798. He also 
followed farming. He was a leading member oi the 
German Baptist Church, this society having been famili- 
arly known as the Dunkards. He died in 1872, honored 
and revered by all who knew him. Conrad Reber mar- 
ried (first) Susan Hiester, daughter of Daniel Hiester, 
of Upper Bern Township, and their thirteen children were 
as follows: John, married Caroline Strause; William H., 
of whom further; Polly, who became the wife of Joseph 
Lengel; Daniel, married (first) Catherine Gicker (second), 
Elizabeth Smith (third), Mary Kerper; Henrietta, who 
became the wife of Harrison Stoudt; Elizabeth, who 
became the wife of Michael Ebling; Jocl; Isaac, married 
Sarah Stump; and five who died in early childhood. 
The mother of these children died, and Conrad Reber 
married (second) Caroline Bickel, who died childless. 

(ITV) William H. Reber, second child and second son 
of Conrad and Susan (Hiester) Reber, was born on the 
homestead farm in 1831, and there died in 1904, having 
spent his entire lifetime on the place. He maintained 
the farm successfully, improving both the buildings and 
the fertility of the soil, and among the people of the 
community he was universally esteemed. William H. 
Reber married Fayetta Stoudt, daughter of William Stoudt, 
of Penn Township, and they were the parents of seven 
children: Harrison, married Carolina Levan; Levi, mar- 
ried Amelia Faust; Franklin, married Lillian Naftzinger; 
Annie, who became the wife of Aaron Eckert; Conrad 
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Samuel, of whom further; and two who died in child- 
hood. 

(V) Conrad Samuel Reber, son of William H. and 
Fayetta (Stoudt) Reber, was born in Bernville, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, September 23, £876. His education 
was begun in the local institutions, and later he took a 
commercial course at Juniata College, graduating in the 
class of 1893. Continuing for the general collegiate course, 
his graduation from that department occurred in 1895. 
Thereafter for three terms he taught school in his native 
township, then began his preparations for his chosen 
profession. under the preceptorship of Dr. W. G. Beyerle, 
of Bernville. Later (1899) entering Jefferson Medical 
College, of Philadelphia, he was graduated from that 
institution in the class of 1903. Dr. Reber shortly after- 
ward began practice in West Reading, and in 1905 built 
the handsome residence at No. 548 Penn Avenue, where 
his office is also located. He has done outstanding work 
in his profession, and is numbered among the leading 
practitioners of Berks County, which county he now serves 
as medical director. Other interests have also engaged a 
share of Dr. Reber’s attention, and during the World War 
he served on Local Draft Board, No. 3, of Berks County. 

Dr. Reber married Tillie E. Ruth, daughter of Edwin 
G. and Emma (Moyer) Ruth, also members of prominent 
Berks County families. Dr. Reber and family are members 
of Haines Reformed Church. 





FRANK EDWARD BATES—A record of honor 
which deserves a notable place in the annals of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, is the life-history of Frank Edward 
Bates, who gave to his time the unreserved devotion to 
lofty ideals which placed his name among that of his 
country’s heroes. He was well known in Reading as a 
progressive and outstanding business executive, but he was 
most widely known and most universally esteemed for his 
record oi overseas work with the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. His early death, when not yet forty-two 
years of age, was directly traceable to the over-work and 
terrific strain of the World War period, during which he 
was active for the association in some of the most im- 
portant sections of France. In his passing, the field of 
his usefulness lost a figure which could ill be spared, for 
in every realm of his progressive endeavor his influence 


for good was clearly revealed. His forward-looking spirit, 


his unselfish attitude, his large natural ability, and, above 
all, his utter faithfulness to lofty ideals—all these were 
influences in the right direction in every phase of current 
progress with which he identified himself. Reading lost 
one of her best and nobiest in his death, and among all 
who recalled his usefulness his name is a sacred memory. 

The Bates family is a prominent one of Dauphin County, 
Pinnsylvania, where George Bates, Mr. Bates’ father, was 
bern in Williamstown. George Bates was for many years 
a worthy citizen of his native place, later removing to 
Reading, where he still lives. He married Malinda Grimm, 
wuo also survives their son. 

Frank Edward Bates was born in Williamstown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, September 1, 1880. Receiving his 
education in his native place, he began life in the coal 
mining industry in the Likens Valley, of Dauphin County. 
He was, however, inspired to loftier ambitions, and when 
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he attained his majority, came to Reading with the pur- 
pose of entering business affairs. He secured a position at 
the beginning with the William H. Luden Candy Com- 
pany, and with characteristic faithfulness and tenacity of 
purpose he continued permanently with the concern. The 
only interruption in his activity with this industrial organ- 
ization was his service in the Red Triangle organization on 
the other side of the Atlantic during the World War. 

From his earliest activities in the Luden plant, Mr. Bates 
was recognized as a young man of promise, for his energy 
and enthusiasm in all that he did marked him as one of 
those spirits who are capable not only of worthy and ex- 
cellent endeavor, but who carry with them the less talented, 
and form dynamic forces for progress. Mr. Bates steadily 
rose in the organization and for many years filled the 
largely responsible office of sales manager. Following his 
return from France, he was made the metropolitan repre- 
sentative of the William H. Luden Candy Company in 
New York City, and continued at the head of their in- 
terest there until failing health compelled him to resign. 
Returning to Reading, he went South, accompanied by his 
wife, and located in Ruskin, Florida. For about six weeks 
he remained at that beautiful resort, his friends hoping 
against hope that the outcome would be happy. He then 
became so seriously ill that he was rushed to the Bayshore 
Hospital in Tampa, Florida, where he passed away, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1922, His body was returned to Reading and 
is buried in the Charles Evans Cemetery. 

With the intervention of the United States in European 
affairs, Frank Edward Bates was at once eager to partici- 
pate in some way in the stirring events of the time. His 
deep interest in young men, and his broad appreciation 
of the problems of the great companies leaving home and 
entering serious responsibilities in foreign countries, ap- 
pealed to him as a field for spiritual and moral effort, in- 
deed wide and important in its far-reaching, as well as its 
immediate, phases. He was very active in the war drives 
during the World War, and was one of the most successful 
“four-minute” speakers in this part of the State. Long a 
member of the Young Men’s Christian Association, he went 
to New York and offered himself for service overseas in 
the Red Triangle work. He was commissioned for im- 
portant duty, and went overseas early in the progress of 
American activities in the war. His record of usefulness in 
France lives not only in the published annals of that 
terrible period, but in the hearts and lives of the young 
men who came under his influence. Fearless, devoted to 
every duty, and never failing in his sympathy, his person- 
ality won him countless friends in the trying period of his 
work overseas, and to many of the American soldiers who 
bore such a noble part in the activities of the time the 
memory of his cordial words and brotherly handclasp is 
sacred. A letter of appreciation from a superior officer in 
the “Y” organization overseas to one of Mr. Bates’ friends 
and cotemporaries in Reading is of interest in this con- 
nection and outlines his work, as well as expressing ap- 
preciation of it, as follows: 


Oct. 27, 1919. 
Mr. W. FF. Teel, 
Reading, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Teel: : i 

When Mr. Frank E. Bates, of 349 Spring Street, Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, went overseas in the service of the 
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Y. M. G. A.. he named you as one of his references. He 
served as Divisional! Business Secretary at Angers, 8&8 
Regional Business Secretary at Marseille, and in the 
Order Department of the Post Exchange Y. M. C. A. at 
Paris. We was later in the Salvage Department at Paris, 
where he made a very excellent record. : 

The responsibility and importance of his service show 
the high estimate which was put upon it. 

You will, I am sure, as a friend of his, be glad to 
know of the fine work that he accomplished. We hope 
that you will pass on this information to his other friends 
so that they may realize our cordial appreciation of his 
services, 

Yours very sincerely, 
H. COWLEY CARROLL. 


With all branches of organized advance having for their 
purpose human betterment in any phase, Mr. Bates was in 
the closest sympathy and gave his endorsement to forward 
endeavor of whatsoever nature. While in France he identi- 
fied himself with the Masonic Order, the overseas field 
Masons. He was a member of Camp No. 163, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, also a member of Wyomissing 
Council, Royal Arcanum, of which he was Past Regent. 
He was a member of the Maccabees, and was a leading 
member of the Reading Theosophical Society. He was 
one of the founders of this society and held its interests 
at heart very deeply. For some time before his death he 
was president of the society, filling this office until the 
time of his passing. He did much to build up the public 
interest in this organization and to advance its prosperity. 
A staunch Republican in his political convictions, he was 
interested in every realm of civic or national effort of for- 
ward-looking import, and was considered one of the most 
worthy and upright citizens of Reading. 

Frank Edward Bates married, in Reading, Hattie May 
Rubendall, who was born in Williamstown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, daughter of Harry and Sarah 
(Buffington) Rubendall. He was a gallant soldier of the 
Civil War and served as a guard at the tomb of Lincoln. 
Mrs. Bates survives him, and lives with their three chil- 
dren at their North Fourth Street home. The children 
are: Harold C.; Adelaide R., a teacher; and Franklin H. 
Mrs. Bates, like her husband, is deeply interested in The- 
osophy, and is an active member of the Reading Theosophi- 
cal Society, also a trustee of same. 


BRIGHT WILKES BECK—Among the products 
of the Kutztown State Normal School, Kutztown, Penn- 
sylvania, who have been signally honored by their alma 
mater in having been called to membership in her faculty 
is Bright Wilkes Beck, who occupies the chair of social 
studies in that institution. During the more than ten 
years of his incumbency he has exerted a remarkable in- 
fluence for good upon the student body, and particularly 
upon those who have been so fortunate as to have come 
under his teaching. The department has been broadened 
in its scope, and intelligent application of the instruction 
received therein has been increasingly assured as -the 
students have acquired their initial training and received 
their impetus, in part, for their life work while members 
of Professor Beck’s classes. A large proportion of the 
number of students obtain a clearer insight into the real- 
ities and humanities of life, and numerous graduates of 
the school today are coping successfully with the issues 
of life because of the deep and helpful instruction regard- 


ing the social structure of our civilization received at the 
feet of the head of the social studies department at Kutz- 
town Normal. 

Bright Wilkes Beck was born December 5, 1884, at 
Cressona, Pennsylvania, a son of Charles and Mary Beck. 
His father is a manufacturer and merchant at Cressona, 
The son, Bright Wilkes, was a pupil of the public schools 
of his native village and was graduated from the Cres- 
sona High School. Pursuing his ambition for a finished 
education, he entered Kutztown State Normal School and 
was graduated in the class of 1907. He next entered 
Bucknell University, whence he was graduated in 1913. 
It was in the latter year that he was invited to return 
to Kutztown Normal, where he had prepared for college, 
this time as a member of her faculty. He has since been 
a teacher in that institution, and during his occupancy 
of the chair of the social studies department he has 
brought the department up to a high standard of excel- 
lence and finish. It has become one of the more im- 
portant departments of the school, and the fact has come 
to be generally recognized that no student-teacher who 
intends to make teaching her vocation can be properly 
equipped for that service without first having mastered 
the subjects taught in the department of social studies. 

During the World War Professor Beck was actively en- 
gaged in the Liberty Loan campaigns and the drives for 
community welfare and other departments incidental to the 
participation of the United States in that conflict. He 
is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, and affl- 
iated with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Mystic Order 
of the Enchanted Realm, and the Knights Templar oi 
that fraternity. He is a member of the Phi Kappa Pi, 
and of the Reformed Church. He pursues a wide course 
of reading, and finds pleasing diversion from his class- 
room duties in motoring and hunting. 


DE WITT CLARENCE ENGLE—tThe genius for 
salesmanship which has carried De Witt Clarence Engle 
to his present noteworthy position in the business world 
is a talent of great importance to the progress of the 
time, and his business affiliations place him in a group 
of leading commercial executives. It is, however, in the 
many branches of human endeavor outside the business 
world that Mr. Engle is most closely affiliated with 
present-day progress in Berks County and in his residence 
city of Reading. He is a noteworthy figure in fraternal 
circles, and is affiliated with various branches of organ- 
ized endeavor in this section. 

The Engle family has long been prominent in Berks 
County. Reuben R. Engle, grandfather of De Witt C. 
Engle, was born in Colebrookdale Township, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, where he became a noted merchant and 
cigar manufacturer. He was a leading Republican of 
his time and one of the early promoters of this party. 
He was also a widely known figure in the Reformed 
Church, holding membership in the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, of Boyertown. Reuben R. Engle married Re- 
becca S. Gresh, born March 9, 1835, in Pottstown, Mont- 
gomery County, Pennsylvania, daughter of Nicholas and 
—-—— (Steimack) Gresh. They were the parents of five 
children: Ottmer G., Lyman G., Ida G., Mary G., and 
Alma G., of whom further. The eldest of. these children 
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was born in Pottstown, the youngest in Reading, and the 
others in Boyertown. 

Alman G. Engle, son of these parents, and father of 
De Witt Clarence Engle, was born in the family home in 
Colebrookdale Township, now in the suburbs of Reading, 
December 30, 1861. He has for many years been active 
as a merchant, and with interests centering at Morysville, 
Pennsylvania, has long been considered one of the able 
and noteworthy business executives of Berks County. 
He is a leading member of the Reformed Church of the 
Good Shepherd, of Boyertown, and in every branch of 
worthy activity lends his influence to the progress of the 
day. He married Alice Hillegass, and they are the parents 
of eight children, as follows: De Witt C., of further men- 
tion; Paul, born December 26, 1885; Charles, born Feb- 
ruary 7, 1887; Ray, born January 3, 1890; Florence, 
born January 4, 1892, wife of Warren Barto; Russel, 
born November 26, 1898; Ruth, born August 23, 1904; 
J. William, born August 4, 1906. 

De Witt Clarence Engle was born in Gilbertsville, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, August 23, 1883. Re- 
ceiving his early education in Morysville, Colebrookdale 
Township, Pennsylvania, he attended this school until the 
age of sixteen years, then took a course of three months’ 
special work at Schissler’s College of Business at Norris- 
town, Pennsylvania. Following the completion of his 
education, Mr. Engle entered the employ Jofi J. Te A. 
Mertz, of Slatington, Pennsylvania, where he remained 
for one year, then secured a position with the firm of 
Glase, Hall & Company, now known as Hall, Boles & 
Company, at No. 513 Market Street, Philadelphia. This 
concern is a leading one in its field, and Mr. Engle is still 
identified with its progress, acting as salesman on the 
road and covering as his territory Berks, Schuylkill and 
Lebanon counties. 

Mr. Engle is interested in local business affairs as a 
director of the Mt. Penn Trust Company, of which he 
was an organizer, and with which he has been continu- 
ously affiliated since its formation. He is a Republican 
in his political convictions, but has never accepted the 
honors or responsibilities of office. Mr. Engle is fratern- 
ally affiliated with the Masonic Lodge, No. 62, of Read- 
ing; Chapter No. 152, Royal Arch Masons, of Reading; 
De Molay Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar, also 


of Reading; Reading Sovereign Consistory, Ancient Ac- - 


cepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Travelers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation of America; the Modern Woodmen of America; 
and the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew’s Church, of Read- 
ing. He attends the Reformed Church. 

De Witt Clarence Engle married, July 13, 1907, in 
Boyertown, Ella Gehris, born in Boyertown, December 
21, 1890, daughter of Ephraim and Ada (Shaner) Gehris, 
her father a tinsmith by occupation. 





JOHN EDMUND McCAULEY—The name of 
John Edmund McCauley has for a number of years 
held a leading position in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
through his connection with the Birdsboro Steel Foundry 
and Machine Company, as vice-president and general 
manager. Mr. McCauley is an eminently practical busi- 
ness executive, his efficiency within the organization paral- 


BERKS COUNTY 


leled by his broad familiarity with conditions in the 
steel industry generally. He brought to his duties in the 
present connection energy, initiative and excellent judg- 
ment, and his endeavors have counted in a marked degree 
for the success and continued expansion of this long estab- 
lished and important concern. Mr. McCauley is a son 
of James and Mary (Ewing) McCauley, his father a 
farmer by occupation and a man of the highest integrity, 
esteemed by all who knew him. The mother was a native 
of Snyder County, Pennsylvania. 

John Edmund McCauley was born in Mifflintown, 
Juniata County, Pennsylvania, July 18, 1882. His educa- 
tion was begun in the local public schools, and after the 
completion of the high school course Mr. McCauley en- 
tered Swarthmore College, then completed his studies at 
the Pennsylvania State College. Interested in the world 
of mechanics from boyhood, he chose this field for his 
life-work, and in 1911 identified himself with the Birds- 
boro Steel Foundry and Machine Company, in the 
capacity of salesman. His forward-looking spirit and 
demonstrated usefulness led to his promotion to the post 
of assistant general manager, then on June 1, 1921, he 
was made vice-president of the concern and general man- 
ager of the plant. This widely important industrial or- 
ganization was founded in 1894, The present personnel 
of the concern is Robert Edward Brooke, president; John 
Edmund McCauley, vice-president and general manager; 
D. Owen Brooke, secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. McCauley is a Republican by political convictions, 
but has never been a seeker of public office, and is an 
influential member of the local Chamber of Commerce. 
He is a member of the Berkshire Country Club, the 
Wyomissing Club, of Reading, Saucon Valley Country 
Club, of Bethlehem, and the Union League, of Philadel- 
phia. His religious affiliation is with the Presbyterian 
Church, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

John E. McCauley married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
October 14, 1912, Beatrice Barbey, who was born in 
Reading, August 14, 1887, and is a daughter of John 
and Mary Barbey, esteemed residents of Reading. Mr. 
and Mrs. McCauley have one daughter: Mary Ellen Bar- 
bey, born June 11, 1920. 





CALVIN LUTHER GRUBER—In one of the 
most important branches of educational work, Professor 
Calvin Luther Gruber, of Kutztown, is bearing a worthy 
part in the progress of his time. His natural ability and 
forward-looking spirit form strong assets in his equipment 
for his present responsibilities, and in his deep apprecia- 
tion of the wide-reaching results of the work of the 
educator his achievements have been enriched and given 
special significance. Professor Gruber is a son of Richard 
M. and Mary Ann (Schaeffer) Gruber, members of im- 
portant Berks County families, his father a farmer during 
the greater part of his active lifetime, but for a number 
of years a prominent and successful teacher. 

Calvin Luther Gruber was born in North Heidelberg 
Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. He received his 
early education in the public schools of this county. 
He also attended Bernville High School, later entering 
Keystone State Norraal School, of Kutztown, from which 
he was graduated in 1886. In 1883 Professor Gruber 
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began his career as a teacher in the public schools of this 
county, and at different times he was at the head of var- 
ious grades. Active thus for about six years, he then, 
in 1889, accepted a position on the faculty of the. Key- 
Stone State Normal School, where he has since been active 
with marked efficiency and outstanding success, 
filled the important chair of mathematics and civics dur- 
ing the entire period, and the excellent practical work 
accomplished by the students who have felt his influence 
is a comprehensive appraisal of his ability. His devotion 
to. the progress and welfare of the institution has made 
him one of the most beloved and honored members of 
the faculty, while his sincere spirit and deep personal 
interest in every student comprise an influence for good 
which lives on in the careers of the graduates long after 
student days are at an end. Professor Gruber did much 
to promote the inspirational activities of the time during 
the World War period, and in every effort for the general 
good he bears a worthy part or endorses progressive 
activity. He is a member of the American Fern Society, 
and the Lutheran church. 

Calvin Luther Gruber married, at West Leesport, July 
24, 1890, Sallie G. Belleman, daughter of Joseph P, and 
Sarah I. (Gicker) Belleman, both her parents now de- 
ceased. Professor and Mrs. Gruber are the parents of one 
daughter, Florence May, wife of Reuel P. Merkel, of 
Fleetwood, their child, Reuel Joseph, attending school in 
Fleetwood. The Gruber family residence is at No. 482 
West Walnut Street, Kutztown, Pennsylvania. 

eileen teenie meatataly 

HON. WILLIAM EDWARD SHARMAN — In. 
legal affairs in Berks County, William Edward Sharman 
holds a prominent Position, and_ his usefulness in the 
community in various branches of public service and gen- 
eral interest well appraises the large natural ability and 
forward-looking spirit which he gives to his every duty in 
life. A native of this county, reared and educated in this 
State, Mr. Sharman is thoroughly representative of the 
highest type of citizenship, which has made the Keystone 
State what she is today. Mr. Sharman is a son of David 
and Sarah (Emes) Sharman, his father a noteworthy 
blacksmith and farmer of Spring Township during his 
lifetime, and justice of the peace since 1888. 

William Edward Sharman was born in Spring Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, March 23, 1880. First 
attending the public schools of Spring Township, he later 
entered Keystone State Normal School, of Kutztown, from 
which he was graduated in 1899, His legal preparations 
were made at Dickinson Law School, of Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania, his graduation from that institution occurring 
in the class of 1908. Admitted to the bar of Berks Coun- 
ty shortly following his graduation, Mr. Sharman opened 
his offices in Reading and has now for sixteen years been 
active in practice, developing an extensive clientele and 
rising to wide prominence in the profession. Following 

general lines of activity, Mr. Sharman has made his in- 
fluence felt in many circles, and he is counted among the 
thoroughly progressive and universally esteemed profes- 
sional men of this section. A Democrat in his political 
convictions, Mr. Sharman has served as solicitor for the 
Directors of the Poor from 1912 to 1916. Mr. Sharman 
was elected to his Present office as mayor ‘of the city of 
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Reading, January 7, 1924, and under his progressive and 
discriminating leadership the civic body is going forward 
to ever wide-prosperity and ever loftier civic importance, 
Mr. Sharman is fraternally affiliated with the Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, the Improved Order of Red Men, 
and the Americus and Wyomissing clubs. He attends the 
Reformed Church. 

William Edward Sharman married, in Philadelphia, Nov- 
ember 21, 1912, Edith M. Reber; daughter of C. D. and 
Minnie J. (Ruth) Reber. William Edward and Edith 
M. (Reber) Sharman are the parents of one son: Richard 
R., born September 23, 1917. The family residence is 
at No. 18 North Fourth Street, Reading 
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H. P. ROEPER is president of the Roeper Crane & 
Hoist Works, Inc., located at Tenth, Moss and Bern 
Streets, opposite the Ninth Street Mills of the Reading 
Iron Company, one of the concerns that has made the 
name of Reading known far and wide in many fields of 
manufacture. This concern was founded by H. P. Roeper 
in 1896 as the Reading Crane & Hoist Works, and in 1915 
the firm name was changed to that of the Roeper Crane 
& Hoist Works, Its Product, known for many years as 
“Reading” cranes and hoists, and for the past nine years 
as “Roeper” cranes and hoists, has been shipped to the 
four quarters of the globe. There are cranes made by 
this concern in the DeBeers Diamond Mines, Natal, South 
Africa; Yokohama and Kobi, Japan; Dutch Guiana; Phil- 
ippine Islands; Viadivestock, Russia; “Mexico; Central. 
America; South America; New Foundland; Canada; and 
practically every State in the United States. The Roeper 
Crane & Hoist Works has always been rather modest in 
exploiting its products, but the fact that its cranes and 
hoists are in use in the engineering departments of Cornell 
University, Harvard University, of Illinois, Municipal 
University, of Akron, Ohio, and Omaha Technical High 
School, is evidence of their Standing in the eyes of the 
engineering fraternity. ; 

The official testing laboratory of the government, which 
is the United States Bureau of Standards, installed four 
Roeper Cranes over their testing machines. Scores of their 
cranes and hoists are also in use in navy yards, and forti- 
fications along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. The field 
of application of the Roeper line of equipment is wide 
and ranges from handling fluffy down in mattress factories 
to moving machinery weighing fifty tons; from handling 
material in diamond mines in South Africa and the gold 
mines of Alaska, to pig iron and slag in blast furnaces. 
During the World War the French Government used 
“Roeper” cranes on mine Sweepers in the North Sea, and 
one contract from the United States Shipping Board called 
for seventy cranes of 15,000 lbs. capacity for use on ocean 
going freighters. This firm is now incorporated, its of- 
ficers consisting of H. P. Roeper, president; A. F. Roeper, 
vice-president; and E. F. Hendricks, secretary and sales- 
manager. 











CHARLES N. SEITZINGER—Recognition of the 
prominence in Democratic councils of Charles N. Seit- 
zinger was made by the Washington authorities in his 
appointment to the office of postmaster of Reading, and 
this political leader in Berks County served through the 
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administration of the late President Wilson, retiring from 
that position in 1922, after having managed the office with 
his customary decorum and humble manner, which have 
endeared him to a great number of the people of the city 
of Reading. His length of service as postmastér covered 
the period from November 15, 1913, to September 30, 
1922. Since leaving the government setvice he has been 
secretary of the Automobile Association of Reading, a 
position in which his capacity for attention to details and 
for the making of friends and keeping them is displayed 
to good advantage for the benefit of the association and 
to his own credit. 

Born in Reading, March 31, 1867, son of Amos N. and 
Katherine S. Seitzinger, Charles N. Seitzingér, like num- 
erous boys of his home city, attended the public schools, 
and after finishing his courses there, he entered Brimner’s 
Business College and completed his education along busi- 
ness lines. He is of a studious nature, and he supplemented 
his college training with a great amount of self-study in 
various branches, so that he eventually became a very 
well-informed man, and well-fitted for the worthy office 
of postmaster when President Wilson, upon the recom- 
mendation of dependable Democratic Party leaders, ap- 
pointed him to that position, his tenure of office covering 
both of the Wilson administrations and nearly a year 
additional as a holdover official from the Democratic 
regimé. It is an indication of the man’s general make-up, 
characteristically, when it is stated that he is a highly 


respected citizen of Reading, who finds much pleasure in © 


his books, and varies the monotony of a busy life by 
fishing and hunting trips, of which he is very fond. He 
is given to helpful activities of a varied sort. This element 
of his nature was exhibited in a fine manner during the 
World War, when he was chairman of the district Labor 
Board, and he also took an active part in all the com- 
munity activities for the public welfare and in behalf of 
the government. Mr. Seitzinger is affiliated with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the Knights of 
the Golden Eagle, and the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer- 
ica; and is a member of St. Mark’s Reformed Church. 

Mr. Seitzinger married, April 2, 1894, at Reading, Anna 
S. Leas, daughter of William and Emma Leas, and their 
children are: Edna A., and Emma C., who live at home 
with their parents. 








HOWARD LEROY ADAMS—Noteworthy achieve- 
ment stands to the credit of Howard Leroy Adams in the 
world of the contractor, and he is also well known for 
his efforts in the field of the educator, where his decade 
of activity counted definitely for the general good. Mr. 
Adams is a man of large natural ability, endowed with 
the tireless energy which gives his every interest a vital 
Significance, and in his progressive outlook upon life the 
Progress of his time is promoted. Mr. Adams is a son 
of the late James Howard Adams, and his wife Rose Ella 
(Heckman) Adams, both members of well known families 
in this section, and universally esteemed in the community. 
The father was a patternmaker by occupation. 

Howard Leroy Adams was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1887. His early education was received in the 
public schools of his birthplace, after which he attended 


Temple University, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Trained 


for the field of the mechanical engineer, and well fitted 
by nature for this general branch of business activity, Mr. 
Adams early took an influential Position in his chosen 
realm, accepting the office of dean of the Keystone Ins- 
titute. This position he ably filled for a period of ten 
years, passing on to the students who prepared for life 
under him, the broadly comprehensive technical training 
which he had received, and an inspiration toward lofty 
effort which cannot fail to bear fruit in the high achieve- 
ment of the students who are now active professionally. 
For the past several years, Mr. Adams has been active 
aS a contractor and builder, conducting his own indepen- 
dent interests and placing the impress of his personality 
on the construction work of the time. He has built a 
number of important and interesting structures, and being 
still a young man his future will unquestionably mean 
much to the city of Reading. He has few interests out- 
side his work, but is a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons; the Patriotic Order Sons of America; and the 
Franklin Institute, of Philadelphia. He attends St. James’s 
Lutheran Church. 

Howard Leroy Adams married, in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, July 21, 1912, Viola Letitia Tyson, daughter of the 
late Walter M. Tyson, and his wife, Mary A. (Potteiger) 
Tyson. Howard Leroy and Viola Letitia (Tyson) Adams 
are the parents of two children: Dorothy Viola, born 
April 29, 1913; and Robert Tyson, born March 205 AOS. 
The Adams family residence is at No. 420 Fairview Street, 
Hyde Villa, Reading. 





HENRY WEIDMEYER — Executive responsibility 
has brought out in the business world of Reading the 
practical and progressive qualities of Henry Weidmeyer, 
who has for some time been president of the Reading 
Lubricating Company, and is well known in the local 
world of mechanics. Mr. Weidmeyer’s usefulness as 2 
citizen and his local prominence give him high standing 
in present-day progress in Berks County, and in his affil- 
iations with organized advance he bears a worthy part 
in the local well-being. He is a son of John and Mary 
Weidmeyer, his father formerly identified with the Read- 
ing Railway Company, and for eleven years a member 
of the United States Regular Army. 

Henry Weidmeyer was born in Reading, June 19, 1887. 
Receiving his education in the local public schools, he 
gained a thorough grounding in the fundamentals of 
learning and then apprenticed himself to the trade of 
machinist. His first experience in his chosen field of en- 
deavor was in the employ of the American Die & Tool 
Company, with which concern he continued for about 
fourteen years. He then, in February, 1924, established 
his present enterprise, securing headquarters at No. 119 
Cedar Street, Reading. He has developed a largely im- 
portant and steadily growing interest and is considered 
one of the thoroughly capable and important business 
executives of the day. Acting as president of the corpor- 
ation, Mr. Weidmeyer has in association with him G. 
Harel Gundry, secretary and treasurer; and Charles B. 
Koch, manager. Under the firm name of the Reading 
Lubricating Company, these Progressive men are going 
forward along the lines indicated in the title of the con- 
cern, and are bearing a vital part in the industrial advance 
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of the day. On October 16, 1924, the business was moved 
‘to No. 109 South Fifth Street, and this was a move 
which marked the progress of the enterprise, and one 
where the increased facilities render to their patrons the 
most advanced features of service. Mr. Weidmeyer is a 
member of the Knights of ‘Malta and the Knights of 
Friendship. He attends Hope Lutheran Church. 

Henry Weidmeyer married Eva Laura Reinert, daughter 
of Peter and Louisa Reinert, and they are the parents of 
four children: Dorothy Vareukia Margaret Kathryne; 
Elinore Louisa; and Henry. 


~——. 


RANDOLPH STAUFFER —Successful in his chosen 
profession of the law, prominently identified with var- 
ious enterprises of an industrial nature, or in the field of 
’ transportation, and a leading figure in club circles in Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, Randolph Stauffer is a thoroughly rep- 
resentative lawyer of today. His activities have borne 
direct significance to the prosperity and progress of the 
people, and he is considered a leading citizen of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania. He is a son of Abner K, and 
Mary High (Keim) Stauffer. His father was a prom- 
inent attorney of his day, a veteran of the Civil War, 
and a man of large influence in the community, his death, 
which occurred in the year 1906, removing from the city 
of Reading a valued and esteemed professional man. His 
grandfather, John Stauffer, was associate Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Berks County. His mother, 
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Randolph) Keim, died 
in 1892. 

Randolph Stauffer was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
August 28, 1881. His early education was in the local 
public schools, and he was graduated from the Reading 
High School in the class of 1898. Thereafter taking up 
his course in arts and letters at Yale University, he re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Arts from that institution 
in the class of 1903. Reading law with the firm of Baer, 
Snyder & Zeiber, Mr. Stauffer was admitted to the bar 
of his native State in February, 1906, and has since been 
continuously active in practice with large and ever in- 
creasing success. In 1908, in collaboration with Welling- 
ton M. Bertolet, Esq., he established the “Berks County 
Law Journal,” a weekly legal publication reporting the 
opinions of the courts of Berks County. Mr. Stauffer 
has for a number of years been identified with the in- 
dustrial world of this State, as a director of the Reading 
Iron Company, the Thomas Iron Company, the East 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, the Schuylkill and Lehigh 
Railway Company, and the Ironton Railroad Company. 

Mr. Stauffer is a Republican by political convictions, 
but has never accepted public office. During the World 
War, Mr. Stauffer was a member of the associated legal 
advisors of Berks County Draft Board. He is a member 
of the Yale Chapter of the Alpha Delta Phi Fraternity, 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the Yale Club of 
both Philadelphia and Reading, the Wyomissing Club, 
Berkshire Country Club, and the University Club. His 
religious affiliation is with Christ Episcopal Church of 
Reading, of which he is a vestryman. 

Randolph Stauffer married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
April 9, 1911, Frances Dice, daughter of Agnew T. and 








Margretta (Boone) Dice, of Philadelphia, her father presi--° 


dent of the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stauffer are the parents of three children: 
1, Agnew T. Dice, born March 17, 1913. 2. George Keim, 
born March 9, 1915. 3, Frances, born June 23, 1924. 
They reside at No. 800 North Fifth Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 


HON. ORVILLE CHESTER ESHELMAN—In 
the largely responsible realm of pharmacy, Hon. Orville 
Chester Eshelman, of Shillington, Pennsylvania, holds 
noteworthy rank in present-day advance, while as one of 
the leading public servants of this community he enjoys 
the esteem and confidence of every citizen. Mr. Eshel- 
man’s usefulness is long established and universally recogn- 
ized, while his sincere spirit and ever forward-looking 
attitude form forces of more than passing significance in 
the local progress and well-being. From his lightest 
responsibility in his individual affairs to the trust placed 
in his hands as a legislator of his native State, he has 
always met the duties of life fearlessly and capably, and 
his name is one of wide note in this section. He is a 
son of John Jefferson and Anne Martha (Wolf) Eshelman, 
his father for many years a merchant of Robeson Town- 
ship, also largely prominent as bridge inspector of Berks 
County and for some years postmaster of Gibraltar, in 
this county. 

Orville Chester Eshelman was born in Plowville, Robe- 
son Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, December 15, 
1886. Recciving his early education in the public schools 
of Robeson Township, he was later graduated from the 
Reading Classical School, also the Reading Business Col- 
lege, then took up his professional preparations at the 
Medice-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1908. As a registered 
pharmacist he entered the drug business in Shillington, 
in 1913, and from that time until the present has been 
active along the same line of commercial interest. He 
maintains a pharmacy of large prominence and importance, 
following the most approved methods and employing only 
the most highly skilled assistance in his perscription de- 
partments. In the various mercantile branches which are 
usually connected with the distribution of drugs he keeps 
in close touch with the times, and his store is considered 
one of the thoroughly modern and up-to-date enterprises 
in its field. On May 15, 1915, Mr. Eshelman received 
the appointment from President Woodrow Wilson as post- 
master of Shillington and he served in this capacity ably 
and efficiently until September, 1922. He then took up 


the duties of representative to the State Legislature, to. 


which he had been elected by the people, with a flattering 
majority, for a term of two years, and in the present year 
(1924) he is again the nominee for the same position. 
Mr. Eshelman is interested in various branches of com- 
munity progress and effort; is a well known member of 
the Shillington Building and Loan Association; treasurer 
of the Keystone Fire Company; and fraternally is affil- 
jated with the leading orders. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternities, the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Order of Independent Americans, the Knights 
of Pythias, and the Knights of Malta. He is a member 
and one of the organizers of the Berks County Sportsmen’s 
Association, and attends the Reformed Church. 
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Orville Chester Eshelman married, in Shillington, Penn- 
‘sylvania, on June 6, 1908, Blanche B. Bushman, daughter 
of George W. and Ellen (Hyman) Bushman, and they 
are the parents of three children: Karl B., born June 21, 
1909; E, Vesta, born August 6, 1911; and David C., born 
January 28, 1923. 


ELLIS EUGENE BROWN —At the head for nearly 
two decades of the Brown Engineering Company, of 
Reading, Ellis Eugene Brown takes leading rank in elec- 
trical engineering in Berks County and throughout this 
general section. His work is that of the able and far- 
sighted executive, while his achievements have carried him 
to an enviable position in his chosen realm. Mr. Brown 
is a son of Andrew Jackson and Hester Ann Brown, 
his father a shipbuilder by occupation and a man of well 
and favorable note in his New England home. 

Ellis Eugene Brown was born in Mystic, Connecticut, 
October 5, 1873. Following the completion of his gram- 
mar school course, he attended Amesbury (Massachusetts) 
High School and Phillips-Exeter Academy, of Exeter, New 
Hampshire. Mr. Brown was later graduated from Wor- 
cester Polytechnic Institute. Devoting the period of his 
studies in the last-mentioned institution to electrical science 
‘and engineering, Mr. Brown began life in the employ of 
the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad in 1898, 


_and served that concern in the capacity of electrical eng- 


ineer for about two years. He then became identified with 
the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company in a similar 
capacity and was active in that connection for about 
five years. Thereafter settling permanently in Reading, 
he established the Brown Engineering Company, in 1905, 
and with the above comprehensive training and experience 
added to his natural business ability, he early developed 
a prosperous and noteworthy. enterprise. His continued 
activity gives his name ever wider significance to the prog- 
ress of electrical affairs in this section, and the Brown 
Engineering Company, under his leadership, has become 
one of the foremost in its field in Berks County. Mr. 
Brown has few interests except those of a strictly business 
nature, although he endorses worthy endeavor in every 
progressive field of interest. He is a member of the Church 
of the Covenant, of Wyomissing. 

Ellis Eugene Brown married, in Kingston, Pennsylvania, 
in 1902, Emma Elizabeth Franck, daughter of James H. 
and Matilda (Teets) Franck. Mr. and Mrs. Brown are 
the parents of two sons: Eugene; and Philip. 


GEORGE GOCKLEY WENRICH — Combining 
knowledge and understanding of education with medical 
skill—two factors necessary to civilization—George Gock- 
ley Wenrich, for the last thirty years, has been one of the 
leading citizens of Wernersville. Son of a prominent 
native of the county, a descendant of a long line of 
Wenrichs, George Gockley Wenrich began in youth to 
impress the people of his birthplace with his ability, 
energy and activity. He became a sanatorium physician, 
a school director, treasurer, and finally president of the 
school board, and examiner in Berks County for six 
insurance companies. He is prominent in medical fra- 
ternities, historical associations, forest preservation and 





charitable work. A devout church member, he is well . 
known and active in religious affairs, an elder of his church. 

George Gockley Wenrich was born in Wernersville, 
March 28, 1871, the son of Reuben David Wenrich, a 
descendant of Matthias Wenrich, Sr., founder of the 
American Wenrich family and pioneer Pennsylvanian. 
Reuben David Wenrich was a leading physician of Berks 
County, was president of the Wernersville National Bank, 
a trustee of Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, and proprietor of the Grand. View Sanatorium, of 
Wernersville, an institution for chronic but curable pa- 
tients. His wife was Sarah (Gockley) Wenrich, daughter 
of Moses Gockley, descended from John Gockley, also a 
pioneer Pennsylvanian. Both the Gockleys and the Wen- 
richs are two of the oldest American families. 

George Gockley Wenrich received his preliminary educa- 
tion in the township school of Lower Heidelberg Town- 
ship. In 1880 he went to the Womelsdorf Public School, 
where he spent two years, after which he attended the 
Stewart Academy in Reading, until the fall of 1889, when 
he began his two-year medical preparatory course in the 
biological department of the University of Pennsylvania, 
in Philadelphia. In 1891 he entered the medical school 
of the university, from which he was graduated with the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine on June 7, 1894. He was 
licensed by the State of Pennsylvania in the same year. 

Dr. Wenrich became at once assistant physician in his 
father’s sanatorium, the Grand View, and began his gen-- 
eral practice as well. A year later he was appointed Berks 
County examiner for the Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, and in 1902 the Manhattan Life Insurance 
Company of New York and the Penn Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Philadelphia named him their local 
medical examiner. Four years later, in 1906, he became 
examiner for the Capital Life Insurance Company, of 
Washington, D. C. In 1907 he became a school director 
in Lower Heidelberg Township, holding that post to 
December, 1911, in the interim occupying the treasurer- 
ship of the school board for one year. When South 
Heidelberg separated from Lower Heidelberg, in 1914, he 
was appointed a member of the school board, rising at 
first to treasurer, then to vice-president and finally to 
president; he is now a director. In 1921, a fifth insurance 
concern, the Philadelphia Life Insurance Company, made 
him its local examiner, and in 1922 he became the medical 
representative of a sixth organization, the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society of the United States, New York City. 

Dr. Wenrich is a member of the American Medical As- 
sociation, the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, the 
Berks County Medical Society, of which he was president 
in 1918 and vice-president in 1919; the Berks County 
Historical Society, of which he is vice-president; the Top- 
ton Orphan Home, of which he has been a trustee since 
1911; the Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, of which 
he has been an elder for fifteen years; the South Mount 
Hotel Association, of which he is secretary; and the Penn- 
sylvania Forestry Association, on whose executive council 
he is. 
Dr. Wenrich married, in New York City, March 6, 1901, 
Anna May Coar, daughter of John and Mary Jane (Smith) 
Coar. Dr. and Mrs. Wenrich have one daughter, Marian, 
born October 15, 1904, now a student at Mount Holyoke 
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College, South Hadley, Massachusetts. Mrs. Wenrich is 
affiliated with the Episcopal church. 


GEORGE HENDEL—The name of Hendel has for 
upwards of three-quarters of a century been identified 
with the manufacture of wool hats in Berks County, and 
the recent death of George Hendel, who for many years 
was at the head of the family’s activities, recalled many 
reminiscences of this industry to the pcople of Reading 
and vicinity. Not only as a largely successful manufac- 
turer, but as a loyal citizen and esteemed friend and 
neighbor and as a participant in many worthy endeavors, 
George Hendel will long be remembered by his many 
friends, 

George Hendel was born in 1835, in Adamstown, Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania. He received a_ practical 
education in his birthplace, and learned the trade of 
hatter with his father, who was active in the manufac- 
ture of wool hats. Continuing as an employee in his 
father’s plant until 1860, Mr. Hendel then became a 


Member of the firm, as did also his elder brother, John 


Hendel, and under the firm name of Levi Hendel & Sons, 
they went forward together for four years. The younger 
men then withdrawing, they settled at St. Lawrence, in 
Berks County, and for three years manufactured hats at 
that location. The steady growth of the business, how- 
ever, was such that it became advisable to seek more 
spacious quarters in a better location, and they. built a 
fine plant on Maple Street, south of Chestnut Street, in 
Reading, to which the machinery was removed in Jan- 
uary, 1867, The partnership endured until 1871, when 
another brother, Henry D. Hendel, joined the firm, which 
was thence forward, for twenty-four years, known as 
John Hendel & Brothers. With the organization of this 
concern a larger plant was bought on Fifth Street, below 
Laurel Street. This location had been known as the 
Wyomissing Woolen Mills, and they thoroughly remodeled 
the buildings and equipped them with the most approved 
machinery for the manufacture of wool hats. In 1897 
George Hendel resigned from this concern, selling his in- 
terest to his brother John. 

Meanwhile, in 1878, Mr. Hendel built 4 factory for the 
manufacture of wool hats on the Wyomissing Creek, near 
the town of Shillington, then, in partnership with his 
brother John, under the firm name of Hendel Brothers, 
he conducted a parailel interest, building another large 
factory in 1886 on the Cacoosing Creek at Montello. 
They were active as Hendel Brothers in the former inter- 
est, but in the latter as the Hendel Hat Company. In 
1895 Mr, Hendel purchased the entire interest of his 
brother John in both plants, and received his sons into 
partnership, under the firm of George Hendel & Sons. The 
Shillington plant was conducted as a fur hat factory from 
1895, and the Montello plant was continued as a wool 
hat factory until 1901 when the business was removed to 
a modern plant in Reading, at the corner of Tenth and 
Spruce streets. George Hendel remained at the head of 
these interests until his death on February 2, 1924, at the 
advanced age of eighty-eight years. His sons are now 
carrying forward the business activities of which the father 
was so long the leading spirit, and both the Montello 


plant and the Reading plant hold leading rank in this 
industrial field in Pennsylvania. 

For many years, George Hendel bore a worthy part in 
various branches of civic, fraternal and religious endeavor 
and his character was appreciated and admired by all who 
came in touch with his activities. A Republican in polit- 
ical affairs and always a worker in the ranks of the party, 
he never permitted his name to be brought forward as 
a candidate for public office. raternally he was iden- 
tified with Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, Knights Tem- 
plar. He was one of the oldest members of his lodge 
at the time of his death, and in every. circle in which 
he moved was one of the honored figures of his time. 
For sixty years he was a member of the First United 
Evangelical Church, of which for more than a half a cen- 
tury he was trustee, and during his entire connection with 
the church an earnest and loyal worker. 

George Hendel married Catharine Mohn, daughter of 
William and Polly (Gerner) Mohn, and they were the 
parents of two sons: John R., and William H., a bio- 
graphy of whom follows. The mother died in 1902. The 
Mohn family is one of the prominent families of Berks 
County, and originated in Germany, whence Johannes 
Mohn came to America in 1733, settling in Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Hendel was a member of the fifth generation of this 
family in America, the line descending from Johannes to 
Ludwig, Daniel, and William Mohn, who married Polly 
Gerner. Catharine (Mohn) Hendel. was the younger of 
their two daughters, while they were the parents of seven 
sons. 





WILLIAM H. HENDEL—A prominent figure in 
industrial circles in Reading, Pennsylvania, is William H. 
Hendel, who is identified with fur felt hats manufactur- 
ing, under the firm name of William H. Hendel. Mr. 
Hendel gained his early training in the employ of his 
honored father, and_ his long experience and practical 
ability have been strong influences in the development 
and progress of the present interest. Mr. Hendel is a son 
of George and Catharine (Mohn) Hendel (see preceding 
biography), and a grandson of Levi Hendel. 

William H. Hendel was born in Reading, October 4, 
1867. Receiving his early education in the public schools, 
he later attended Albright College and the Eastman Busi- 
ness College, and thereby gained a broadly excellent foun- 
dation for his career. Entering the business world in his 
father’s employ, Mr. Hendel was associated with the elder 
man, and with his brother, John R. Hendel, in the manu- 
facture of wool and fur felt hats until his father’s death, 
since which time he has carried on the fur felt hat business 
in the factory at Shillington, Pennsylvania. Mr. Hendel 
is interested in fraternal affairs as a member of St. John’s 
Lodge, No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading 
Lodge of Perfection, and Reading Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; also Rajah Temple, An- 
cient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, He is 
a prominent member of the First United Evangelical 
Church. 

William H. Hendel married, on March 10, 1892, in Read- 
ing, Minnie J. Neihart, daughter of Daniel and Lucy 
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Neihart, and they are the parents of one daughter, Mar- 
garet, who is the wife of Lloyd W. Schlegel, born April 
14, 1897. 








SIMON S. KLINE—The name of Kline in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, has for many years been connected 
with the manufacture of brick, and Simon S, Kline, who 
was at the head of an important interest in this field for 
many years, is one of the noteworthy citizens of West 
Reading. Largely successful during his active business career, 
Mr. Kline has for some years been retired from indus- 
trial affairs, and in his leisure is enjoying the fruits of his 
business ability. A man of progressive spirit, and inter- 
ested in every phase of community advance, Mr. Kline has 
always lent his influence to worthy endeavor, and his use- 
ful career has placed him among the broadly prominent 
men of Berks County. 

The Kline family has for many years been identified 
with the progress of this section, and Henry Kline, Mr. 
Kline’s grandfather, was born in Alsace Township, in this 
county, where his entire lifetime was spent. He became a 
weaver by trade, and followed this line of activity until 
late in life, thereafter living retired until his death, at the 
age of eighty-one years. Henry Kline married Magdalena 
Schmehl, and they were the parents of ten children, of 
whom all are now deceased. 

Simon Kline, the youngest of this family, was born in 
Alsace Township, in Berks County, May 14, 1830. With 
meagre educational opportunities, he early learned the 
cooper’s trade, but in 1855 came to Reading, where he 
entered upon the manufacture of brick, with Daniel Kline, 
his brother. About 1860 he went to Fleetwood, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he established himself as an independent 
brick-maker, selling his product at five dollars per thousand 
and paying his laborers seventy-five cents per day. Event- 
ually coming to Reading, about 1870, Mr. Kline founded 2 
brick-yard at the corner of Ninth and Green streets, later 
removing to the present vicinity on Front Street, where 
the Ernst grocery store formerly stood. Upon exhausting 
the supply of clay in that section, he removed to Second 
and Elm streets, thereafter to Sixth Street, and finally to 
the location designated as the East Pennsylvania Crossing. 
Mr. Kline developed his interest to one of the most im- 
portant in the city, manufacturing about 4,000,000 in a 
year. Mr. Kline left Reading in 1882, removing to Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania, but spent only six months there, return- 
ing to this city and beginning the manufacture of brick 
by machinery. Mr. Kline’s product was the first of this 


kind manufactured by a mechanical process, and great 


doubt was expressed regarding its success. His venture 
was largely profitable, however, and continued to increase 
in importance steadily. From 1898, when he bought the 
Conrad-Kaltanbach factory and brick plant, the interest 
has been located there, and several million of brick are 
now produced each year. The product is used by many 
builders in Reading and vicinity, but has also reached wide 
distribution in different parts of the State. Mr. Kline 
further held much real estate, and in every phase of his 
career was a respected and substantial citizen. His death 
occurred November 22, 1911. 

Simon Kline married Catherine Noll, daughter of Henry 
Noll, of Ruscombmanor Township, and they were the 





BERKS COUNTY 


parents of six children: 1. Ezra, who married Martha 
Yeager, and was associated with his father in business. 2. 
Mary, wife of Edmund Slegel, residents of Cumru Town- 
ship. 3. Kate, wife of William N. Fulton, of Reading. 4. 
Simon S., of further mention. 5. George O., who married 
Rosa Lutz, and is in the employ of his father. 6. D. Mil- 
ton, a contractor and builder of Reading. 

Simon S. Kline was born in Fleetwood, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, March 8, 1863. He attended the public 
schools of Reading, and at an early age entered the em- 
ploy of his father, Simon Kline, and later, for a consider- 
able time, he followed farming in Centre Township. Active 
thus for about seven years, Mr. Kline manufactured brick 
in that community during a portion of his stay there, then 
removed to Boyer Heights, on Lancaster Avenue, in the 
suburbs of Reading, where he conducted a largely pros- 
perous and important brickyard. This locality is now a 
part of the Eighteenth Ward and a prosperous section of 
the city. Later, Mr. Kline engaged in the stone quarry 
business in West Reading, although still maintaining his 
interest in brick production. The quarry is now conducted 
and owned by Mr. Kline’s son, Robert L. Kline, and he 
produces crushed stone and building stone. In all his 
business activities Simon S. Kline demonstrated large 
natural ability and tireless energy that counts for suc- 
cess in any realm. His strict integrity and progressive 
spirit gave his work the substantial and permanent qualities 
which led the people.to depend upon him in every branch 
of his interests. In 1922 Mr. Kline retired from active 
business affairs, and has since devoted his time and atten- 
tion to those interests which for a busy life leaves no op- 
portunity. Politically holding independent convictions, Mr. 
Kline has always been a worker for the general good along 
various lines of endeavor, but has never sought nor ac- 
cepted official responsibility in public life. He is a mem- 
ber of St. James’ Reformed Church, of West Reading. 

Simon S. Kline married, June 1, 1889, Elda M. E. De- 
long, daughter of Jacob and Elmina (Lawman) Delong, 
her father having served in the Civil War, and a native of 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Kline are 
the parents of four children: 1. Helen May, wife of Eric 
C. Fegley. 2. Robert L., who married Mary H. Clark. 3. 
Catherine Geneva, wife of H. Earl Erb. 4. Sidney, now 
attending Dickinson Law School. 





WILLIAM S. BERTOLET, M.D.—A professional 
record of more than usual significance to the well-being 
of Berks County is that of Dr. William S. Bertolet, whose 
work is widely-acknowledged as of marked importance, 
and whose standing in the profession is of the highest. 
A native of this country, and now active in practice for 
upwards of a quarter of a century, Dr. Bertolet holds 
the esteem and confidence of all. 

The Bertolet or Bertolette family is of French origin 
and the name was included in the “Dictionaire de la 
Noblesse de France (1771).” The family originated in 
Picardie, an ancient province between the present north 
boundary of France and the English Channel. The name 
has been one of nobility in France and distinction in 
America for many generations, many members having al- 
lied themselves with professional advance in this country. 

William S. Bertolet was born in Oley, Berks County, 


eee tet ncaa Nana rama aired dl let 











ET ate mn sep) afrerve nonin ibatn aie 





RS SES See ee Cen ri een Pen re ee ee 
artes DER A Peg T RET YY A aE) 


gin. 





sul Oe Sly © 





we 

















K z : 
¢ 
f % 
* * us ¥ 
} i 
a : 
$ i 


. 
Yi, ert ORM 

Mt ‘ 

Bs 
peKie EN ee eee b shalthtag. INTE Mans : ee ee ee eee ; ’ Bd cP 
an ne re nT EN CE ERSTE TTT SE een Re ee ere LT oe ae 
- inhi ncn a hedasion in 
i es a 

, 








le Stl se can bo neha. Ti Cees 


— ee eee 


ind ARLE et 
Sp in sane 





{ 
3 
| 
i 
1 


PA he nl 5a OA NAA le ei nda iid scald Sint ne ach has SO 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


Pennsylvania, the son of John B. and Amanda (Schaeffer) 
Bertolet. His education was begun in the public schools 
of his native place; later he attended the Keystone State 
Normal School, at Kutztown, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1893, then took up his course in the arts and 
letters at Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, his graduation occurring in 1897. His profes- 
sional studies were covered at the medical department 
of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, and 
from this institution he was graduated in the class of 
1900. Taking up his professional career in Reading, Dr. 
Bertolet has since been active in this city without inter- 
ruption, and rising to a leading position in the progress 
of the day, he now stands among the broadly-noteworthy 
professional men of his native State. Following general 
lines of practice from the beginning, Dr. Bertolet has 
been equally successful in medicine and surgery, and he 
holds high standing in the profession, being a member of 
the American Medical Association, the American College 
of Physicians, the Pennsylvania Medical Society, the Berks 
County Medical Society, the Reading Medical Association, 
and he is chairman of the Medical Advisory Board of 
Reading Hospital. 

In other branches of present day progress in Reading, 
Dr. Bertolet is also active, and serves as a director of 
the Berks County Trust Company. Feeling the deepest 
interest in every phase of community or general advance, 
he endorses worthy effort of whatsoever nature, and his 
name and aid carry strong influence for the general good. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with St. John’s Lodge, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and is a member of the Sigma Xi 
and Phi Beta Kappa fraternities. His clubs are the 
Wyomissing, the University, the Berkshire Country, all 
of Reading, and the Medical Club, Philadelphia. His 
religious affiliation is with St. Paul’s Reformed Church, 
Reading. 

William S. Bertolet married, in Reading, Mary E. Her- 
bine, daughter of Abner G. and Ellen (Griesemer) Her- 
bine. Dr. and Mrs. Bertolet are the parents of two 
children: John B. and Mary. 





JAMES NEIHART CUTLER—One of the neatest 
printing establishments in Reading, Pennsylvania, the 
Cutler Printing Company, is owned and operated by James 
Neihart Cutler, a native of Reading. Mr. Cutler, who 
has been in the printing business for nearly fifteen years, 
is prominent in fraternal orders. Previous to his founding 
the Cutler Printing Company, he was associated with his 
father in the Reading Cabinet Works. 

James Neihart Cutler was born in Reading, September 
6, 1885, the son of J. Howard Cutler, proprietor of the 
Reading Cabinet Works, and Lottie (Neihart) Cutler. 
He was educated in the public schools of Reading, and 
in the Inter-State Commercial College of Reading, from 
which he was graduated on June 6, 1902. Following 


graduation, he was for nine years with his father in the 
Reading Cabinet Works} and on July 1, 1911, entered 
the printing business, establishing the firm of Cutler Print- 
ing Company, at No. 107 South Tenth Street, Reading. 
He is a member of Fidelia Chamber, O, K. F.; Washing- 
ton Camp, Patriotic Order Sons of America; Reading Nest, 
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O. O. A.; and Reading Lodge, F. O. R. He is affiliated 
with the First United Evangelical Church, of Reading. 

Mr. Cutler married Netta Edna Sheeler, daughter of 
Hunter and Samanna (Filman) Sheeler, in Reading, De- 
cember 24, 1907. They have three children: 1. Edna 
Sheeler, born July 29, 1909. 2. Herbert Sheeler, born 
August 22, 1912. 3. Seymour James, born October 14, 
1915, 

F, E. LUCAS, as manager of South Mountain Manor, 
of Wernersville, holds prominent rank in interests of this 
nature in the State of Pennsylvania, for the Manor is 
one of the most popular resorts in this section, its guests 
gathering for the summer months from far distant States 
and many returning year by year to this charming spot. 
As the active head and host of this delightful and home- 
like hotel among the hills of Berks County, Mr. Lucas 
is doing much to promote the happiness and well-being 
of a large group of people, and in his progressive efforts 
and achievements a great good is accomplished. Mr. 
Lucas is a son of Fred and Ella (Cooper) Lucas, his 
father still living, and a resident of St. Albans, Maine, 
the mother deceased. The elder man has for many years 
been a member of the Prohibition Commission of the 
State of Maine, and by occupation he is a leading farmer. 

F. E. Lucas was born in Maine, February 17, 1885. 
His early education was gained in the public schools, and 
he then entered Maine Central Institute, in Pittsfield, 
Maine, from which he was graduated in 1904. He was 
graduated from Bates College, at Lewistown, Maine, in 
1910, and from Georgetown University, at Washington, 
District of Columbia, in 1915. Mr. Lucas began his 
career in the field of the educator, and for a number of 
years served as principal of the Commercial High School, 
of Washington, District of Columbia. He became inter- 
ested, however, in hotel affairs, and accepted a position 
as manager of the New Columbia Hotel, at Belmar, New 
Jersey. His success was so marked in that connection 
that he became widely known in the hotel business, and 
in the spring of 1923 he was approached with reference 
to the management of South Mountain Manor. This large 
responsibility Mr. Lucas accepted, and his work during 
that and the following season has amply demonstrated 
to the people of this section and the guests of this house 
his outstanding ability. 

South Mountain Manor stands 1,400 feet above the 
level of the sea, among surroundings of rare charm, where 
forest and glen flank the orchards and gardens of the 
estate and mountains overlook all. Near the crest of one 
of the beautiful hills of this section the Manor is a 
gem of white against the dark verdure of the forest, seen 
from the distant out-look which can be gained at many 
points, while from its spacious verandas every prospect 
is surpassingly fine. Despite their great spaciousness, the 
lobbies and dinning rooms of the Manor possess the most 
delightful home-like atmosphere, simplicity and elegance 
marking every feature of their decorations and furnish- 
ings. Every convenience and comfort has been provided 
for the guests, and the service is at once excellent and 
complete in every detail. This is in no respect a health 
resort, except as a summer home, where the tired or 
overworked business man may find relief from care and 
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his family may be placed in comfort during the heated 
term. No guests requiring medical aid or treatment are 
accepted. One of the most noteworthy features of this 
beautiful place is the fact that there is no marsh. of any 
kind within many miles, and thus malaria and mosquitoes 
are absolutely unknown. The water supply of the hotel 
is particularly fine and healthful, while the daily supply 
of milk and cream is received from the nationally fam- 
ous Hershey dairies at Hershey, Pennsylvania, where the 
highest class of chocolate confectionery is manufactured. 
Golf, tennis and croquet, also other sports and exercises 
.are available, also motors or garage service for private 
cars. A pleasing feature of the Manor is a large audi- 
torium, which is equipped with a radio outfit and where 
also moving pictures are frequently shown. Delightful 
walks, drives and bridle paths form the most attractive 
byways about the estate, and the happy combination is 
here found, of every luxury incident to refined living in 
the heart of nature’s charm. The duties incident to his 
responsibilities as manager of the Manor preclude other 
activity on the part of Mr. Lucas, although during the 
World War he did much community work. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with the Masonic Order, also is a Noble 
of the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
His religious affiliation is with the Free Baptist Church. 

F. E. Lucas married, April 9, 1912, at Newark, New 
Jersey, Edna Bioren, daughter of Fred and Mary Bioren. 





ELLWOOD H. DEYSHER— Immediately upon 
admission to the bar of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
in 1882, Mr. Deysher began professional practice in his 
native Reading and here, first alone, then as a member 
of the firm of O'Reilly & Deysher, and once more in- 
dependently, he has won a notable place in the legal 
fraternity. The following record gives a partial outline 
of his family’s identification in his direct line with the 
city and county, and closes with an excerpt from one of 
Mr. Deysher’s recent addresses. 

Mr. Deysher is a grandson of Jacob Deysher, a farmer 
and iron master of Oley, who for a number of years 
operated the Trappe Forge. Jacob Deysher married Marie 
Hoch (High), of Oley, and they were the parents of the 
following children: Joseph; Jonas; John; Jacob tae 
Daniel; Martin, of whom further; Amos; Mary, mar- 
ried Isaac Behm; Rachael, married Isaac Stettler; and 
Anna, married Benjamin Barto. The father of these chil- 
dren died in 1862, the mother in 1868. 

Martin Deysher, son of Jacob and Marie (Hoch) Deysher, 
was born in Oley Township, in 1833, and at the age of 
twenty left his father’s farm and located in Reading, where 
for one year he was associated in business with his brother, 
Jacob H. Thereafter he engaged independently in the 
lumbering business and operated successfully in this line. 
His death occurred in 1860. He married Sarah M. High, 
daughter of Jeremiah High, a farmer of Oley Township, 
and they were the parents of three children: Ellwood H., 
of whom further; Rose E., died in 1894, aged thirty-five 
years; and Allen Martin, who died in infancy. 

Ellwood H. Deysher, son of Martin and Sarah M. 
(High) Deysher, was born in Reading, January 9, 1857. 
He completed his public school study with graduation 


from high school in the class of 1873, thereafter con- - 
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tinuing his studies for several years at the Millersville 
State Normal School. He read law under the tutorship 
of J. Howard Jacobs, Esq., and them successfully took 
the bar examinations, being admitted to practice in the 
court of Berks County, November 13, 1882, and later 
gaining the same right in the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania. After ten years without an associate, Mr. Deysher 
formed a partnership with James A. O’Reilly and as 
O’Reilly & Deysher they met the legal needs of a large 
following until Mr. O’Reilly’s accidental death in 1902. 
Mr. O’Reilly’s place was never filled in Mr. Deysher’s 
office, and as an independent practitioner he has won 
many of the highest honors his calling affords in private 
life. He has been a lifelong adherent of the Republican 
Party, and is a veteran of many political campaigns, 
having. become chairman of the County Committee in 
1887, 

Mr. Deysher is a member of Reading Lodge, No. 549, 
Free and Accepted Masons, and holds the thirty-second 
degree in Harrisburg Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scot- 
tish Rite. He also holds membership in Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and 
affiliates with Reading Lodge, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. His clubs are the Elks and Temple. A 
long record of public-spirited activity and substantial 
contribution to the general welfare give particular em- 
phasis to the following quotation, an address at the Con- 
stitution Day exercises in the Boys’ High School in 1923, 
in which he dwelt on the exercise of their civic duties: 


Too many persons fail to vote. If good laws are 
wanted they may be obtained through the ballot. The 
ballot is a mighty power given to every citizen, but few 
realize what a great privilege the constitution has be- 
stowed upon them in the exercise of civil, political and 
religious freedom. 

Sovereignty is held by the people, the public exercises 
a mighty power under the constitution, and not only the 
welfare of the people but its safety as well depends 
upon the use of the ballot. 

There is a threatened danger that we must combat. 
It is the effort of the radicals who are attempting to es- 
tablish class government. If these people disapprove 
of our government there is the country that now has the 
type of government they desire. Ships are sailing daily 
to that country; and let those who object to our goyern- 
ment go there that they may find ample expression for 
their extreme ideas, 





ALBERT S. IBACH—In the realm of the educator, 
and in various branches of business endeavor, the name of 
Albert S. Ibach, of Reading, stands among the foremost 
in business circles today. Mr. Ibach has attained his 
present prominence through his own native worth and the 
tireless energy which has permitted him to slight nothing 
of the duties and responsibilities which have been en- 
trusted to his hands. The great ability with which he is 
endowed gives his work permanent significance to the civic 
body and to industrial advance, and he is particularly able 
and efficient in his guidance of the affairs of large con- 
cerns as an administration expert. 

Albert S. Ibach was born in Exeter Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, April 13, 1866, a son of the late 
Albert B. and Susan D. (Seidel) Ibach. His education was 
received in the country schools of his district, the Reading 
Scientific Academy, and the Reading Business College. Mr. 
Ibach was peculiarly fortunate in his instruction during the 
early years of his educational work, and his natural bent 
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for mathematics was thereby greatly encouraged to his 
Permanent advantage. He was naturally an excellent 
speller and took the greatest pleasure in this branch of 
Study, on many occasions spelling down the entire school 
in the “spelling bees” which were popular at that time. 
Even in childhood he was noted for his fine penmanship, 
and by systematic attention to this study he acquired a 
hand writing attained by a comparatively few. Asa young 
man with the comprehensive educational equipment out- 
lined above, Mr. Ibach was in demand among commercial 
colleges and evening schools as an instructor, and also 
acted in a similar capacity in benevolent organizations, such 
as the Young Men’s Christian Association and the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. He taught school from the 
age of seventeen years, a considerable share of the time, 
over a long period. At his first examination for teacher 
he was complimented by David S. Keck, then county super- 
intendent of schools, for having shown the best average 
marks, although in the class appearing for examination 
others had attended normal school and still others had 
taught for a considerable number of terms. 

Mr. Ibach came to Reading at the age of twenty-one 
years, and took up the profession of bookkeeping, in which 
he early made his influence strongly felt. He became lo- 
cally famous as an accountancy expert, and with his ever- 
widening familiarity with business practice and administra- 
tion, he filled more important positions. Gifted with more 
than passing inventive genius, and also with the construc- 
tive attitude towards all affairs, he applied these talents to 
devising new and improved methods of bookkeeping and 
office management, and installed systems in various manu- 
facturing and commercial establishments in this general 
region. He also became widely known as an expert in 
auditing tangled accounts, and along these lines he is now 
held as an authority, his work being esteemed as the high- 
est and most valuable. He is at this time (1924) active as 
efficiency expert to the Textile Machine Works, one of the 
most important concerns of its kind in America. 

Mr. Ibach has applied his energies and talents also to 
organized endeavor of an economic nature, and was one 
of the organizers of the Wyomissing Suburban Building 
and Loan Association which he served as secretary during 
its existence. He was one of the organizers of the Wyo- 
missing Building and Saving Association, of which he has 
been secretary since its organization in 1902. His work in 
this realm has also been eminently constructive, for he has 
instructed many secretaries of similar associations in vari- 
ous parts of the county on the most practical and desirable 
method of opening their books, and has thus facilitated 
their work in the making of reports to the Banking De- 
partment of the State of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg. 

A Republican in his political affiliations, Mr. Ibach has 
served as ward chairman for the Thirteenth Ward of Read- 
ing for a number of years, and is interested in every phase 
of progressive endeavor looking toward civic or political 
betterment. He served as a member of the School Board 
when that body consisted of four comptrollers from each 
ward, and was later made a trustee of the Reading Li- 
brary. Mr. Ibach’s further affiliations with organized ad- 


vance include membership in the Free and Accepted 
Masons, the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Patri- 


345 


otic Order Sons of America, and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. He was one of the organizers of the West Oley 
Quoiting Association, of Reading, and has always been 4 
member of this organization, recognized as one of its most 
skillful pitchers and taking rank with the most noted 
quoiters in the county. Mr. Ibach’s religious ccnnection is 
with St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Reading. 

Albert S. Ibach married Ella B. Weidner, daughter of 
Peter and Catherine (Becker) Weidner, and they have one 
son, Lloyd, who is at the head of a popular orchestra and 
travels in vaudeville; coming from sturdy stock, and 


- possessing great strength and agility, he has surprised many 


a would-be champion in athletic feats, 





DANIEL FRANCIS YOST—Connected for many 
years in a responsible capacity with a leading manufactur- 
ing concern of Berks County, Daniel Francis Yost has 
within recent years taken prominent position in commer- 
cial circles. - As distributor, he is Mecting wide-reaching 
demands and bearing a practical part in the progress of 
the day. He is a member of a noted family of this 
section, and a great-great-grandson of Nicholas Yost, who 
was born in Poplar Neck, at the homestead purchased 
from Ulrich Sharrer, on December 12, 1749, Francis 
Seidel Yost, son of Nicholas Yost, who was a grandson of 


the above Nicholas Yost, was born October 4, 1836. He - 


was a noted farmer and business man of this section, 
having served in the Civil War, and was connected with 
the Christ (Yocom’s) Church, Cumru Township. He 
married Emma Louise Yocom, daughter of Daniel Yocom, 
her father a leading farmer and owner of Speedwell 
Forge, located in Cumru Township, also active during the 
Civil War. The mother, Catherine (Thompson) Yocom, 
was born in Robinson Township, February 5, 1805. The 
Yocom family has been identified with the history of 
Pennsylvania as leaders in the Progress of this section 
since early pioneer days. Francis Seidel and Emma Louise 
(Yocom) Yost were the Parents of four sons: Heber ee 
Henry N.; Daniel Francis, of whom further; and Walter 
Y., now deceased. 

Daniel Francis Yost was born September 18, 1875, at 
the family homestead, No. 121 South Third Street, 
Reading, Pennsylvania. He attended the public schools 
of Reading, and was graduated from the Reading High 
School in 1892. He started his business career as clerk 
in the insurance offices of Daniel F. Ancona, continuing 
there for a period of six months, Later he was with the 
W. F. Remppis Company, architectural and ornamental 
iron works. Starting with this concern as bookkeeper, 
he became secretary and treasurer of the company, taking 
charge of the estimating and detailing end of the work, 
his responsibilities in this branch covering a period of 
twenty-four years. His present activities as manufacturers 
agent consist of representing various lines of building 
products. Politically he favors the Republican Party, 
but has never been interested in public honors. He en- 
listed for the World War, but not being called, spent nine 
months with the Carpenter Steel Company in their pro- 
duction departments, his work having to do with the 
construction of furnaces. Mr. Vost is socially prominent, 
and is secretary of the Penn Wheelmen, which office he 
has held for twenty-three years. He is a member of the 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Atonement at Wyom- 
issing, Pennsylvania, and in every phase of community 
effort and progress he bears a constructive part, outstand- 
ing among the thoroughly representative men of the day 
in Berks County. 


-——--—— 


EDWIN LeROY HAGY—tThe career of Edwin Le- 
Roy Hagy, of Reading, is full of interest to any record 
of this general region, for he has been active in various 
branches of worthy and practical endeavor and has risen 
‘o his present prominence from early beginnings of un- 
‘mportant nature. Mr. Hagy is an eminently practical 
business executive, and in his genuine worth and sincere 
spirit the people recognize a man of more than passing 
significance to the community. 

A member of a family long prominent in Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Hagy is a great-great-grandson of Henry Hagy, who 
was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and the line 
descends through his son, John Hagy; his son, William; 
and his son, William D. Hagy, (q. v.). William D. Hagy, 
Mr. Hagy’s father, is a man of prominence in Reading 
and a worthy and upright citizen. He married Harriet 
Diller Sweitzer, also a member of a prominent family. 

Edwin LeRoy Hagy was born in Reading, July 21, 1882. 
Receiving a practical education in the public schools of 
this city, he early identified himself with the general prog- 
ress, carrying the daily and Sunday “Eagle.” His first 
position in the business world was in the employ of S. W. 
Satterthwaite, then manager of the Woolworth Five and 
Ten Cent Store in Reading, and he was active in that 
connection until May 20, 1900. He then entered the 
employ of James S. Brusstar & Company, with which 
concern he was connected for about fifteen years, under 
that title. He remained with the interest permanently, 
however, and continued active through its reorganizations 
as the Brusstar Company on March 1, 1916. On Decem- 
ber 21, 1921, Mr. Hagy took over the custom shirt business 
as the logical sucessor of the interest, which was founded 
by James S. Brusstar in January, 1880. Thus, Mr. Hagy 
is at the head of a business which has for forty-four years 
been increasingly important and one in which he has 
ever borne direct relation to the local progress and well- 
being. They manufacture merchandise of the highest grade, 
which is used by individuals throughout Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia, and they also send this merchandise 
to the Pacific Coast. Mr. Hagy is numbered among the 
successful men of Berks County and in his sincere atten- 
tion to the progress of his own enterprise he is bearing 
large and commendable responsibility. 

In the public life of the city Mr. Hagy lends his in- 
fluence to all worthy activity, although never thus far 
accepting public office of any kind. He is a staunch 
Republican of the type which upholds the principles and 
policies of the party without deviation, and is not only 
proud of his affiliation, but is a man of whom his as- 
gociates in party councils are also proud. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch 
Masons; Creight Council, No. 16, Royal and Select Mas- 
ters; DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar; 
Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; and he is a member of the Temple Club, of Read- 


ing. His religious affiliation is with St. Peter’s Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Edwin LeRoy Hagy married, July 23, 1908, in Reading, 
at St. Stephen’s Reformed Church, the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
W. Dickert officiating, Mabel DeLong, of Reading, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, who was born September 18, 1882, 
at St. Nicholas, Schuylkill County. She is a daughter of 
Captain James and Sarah (Merkle) DeLong, her father 
captain in Company A, 20th Regiment, Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, who served with distinction in the Civil War 
from 1861 to 1865. 





JOHN L. BEANE—Some ten years ago, with an 
eye keen to perceive the progress of the times as related 
to the sanitation of the methods of manufacturing or 
marketing all kinds of food to insure the health of the 
consumer, John L. Beane, of Reading, established in that 
large center of Berks County a model dairy, in which he 
installed the most modern machinery for the cleansing 
and handling of milk and its allied products. His estab- 
lishment is one of the most approved type, and wiil 
easily pass muster with any of its kind in this section of 
Pennsylvania. He is rapidly bringing his total output 
per day up to the two thousand-quart mark. It is to be 
readily observed, then, that Mr. Beane has preached the 
good news of pure milk from source to consumer with 
excellent results, he having called to his lst of customers 
some of the best and most exacting families in the city 
of Reading and its environs. 

Born in Bainbridge, Lancaster County, October 11, 
1880, son of Tarleton L. and Martha Beane, John L. 
Beane attended the public schools of his native village, 
and when he was a youth, left school to enter employ- 
ment. He followed various occupations until he fixed his 
mind upon the dairy business as the one that should be 
his avocation for life. As was proper for a beginner, he 
made a humble start, perfecting himself in the knowledge 
of the business and attending strictly to it. He made a 
close study of the improved methods of handling and 
marketing of milk, and early determined to give to his 
customers the cleanest and highest-grade milk obtainable. 
He put his decision into action, did some progressively 
modern advertising on his own account, acquainting the 
consuming public with the fact that he was a dealer in 
pure milk only, and bided the time until his customers 
became educated to the adoption of the new method— 
sanitary bottles, for one thing, having relegated the old 
can and pail conveyors and receptacles to the discard. 
One of the numerous improvements that he installed in 
his plant is the continuous gravity system of pasteuriza- 
tion. The process of handling the product passes through 
every accepted stage of sterilization. His refrigeration 
system is the last word in that important adjunct of a 
modern dairy. Already his establishment puts out eight- 
een hundred quarts of bottled milk daily, and the volume 
of business is steadily showing an increase. 

Mr. Beane is deeply interested in the civic affairs of the 
Reading community. During the World War he patrioti- 
cally participated in the local welfare work, and otherwise 
showed his zeal for the allied cause. He is affiliated with 
all the Masonic bodies, and is a member of Rajah Tem- 
ple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
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He is also a member of the Temple Club. He is a com- 
municant of the Lutheran church. 

' Mr. Beane married, at Reading, Clara E. Kline, daugh- 
ter of Jacob T. and Elizabeth Kline. ‘Their children are 
as follows: .Barton A., Jack L., Grace E., who are 
students at the Reading High School, and Tarleton L., a 
pupil attending grade school. Mr. and. Mrs. Beane have 
their residence at No. 1114 Locust Street, Reading. 


WALTER A. GASSER, one of the most prominent 
business and club men of Reading, began to demonstrate 
his commercial] and executive abilities at an early age. 
When but fourteen years old, he was in charge of a corps 
of messenger boys for a telegraph company, and a few 
years after was traveling for a big toy house. In 1918 
he became a real estate man, established a firm that bears 
his name, and is now one of the prominent realtors in 
Reading. He is active in civic affairs and in historical 
circles. 

Walter A. Gasser was born in Rehrersburg, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, May 14, 1881. He was educated in 
the country school near Rehrersburg and in Brunner’s 
Business School, Reading. At fourteen he was delivery 
chief for the Postal Telegraph Company in Reading, hav- 
ing charge of its corps of messengers. He became a 
traveling salesman while still in his teens, working for 
J. J. O'Donnell, of Reading. He was then a salesman 
for a big Cincinnati, Ohio, house, handling advertising 
specialties and traveling throughout eastern parts. Sub- 
sequently he went into the advertising business, establish- 
ing the firm of Walter A. Gasser & Company. In April, 
1918, he entered the real estate business under the name 
of Gasser Realty Company, at No. 113 South Niuth Street, 
Reading, which he rapidly expanded into one of the im- 
portant real estate concerns in the city. 

He is a member of the following Masonic orders: Isaac 
Hiester Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Chap- 
ter, Lodge of Perfection; the Reading Commandery, 
Knights Templar; the Reading Consistory; and Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
He also belongs to the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, the Read- 
ing Artillerists, the Berks County Rod and Gun Club, 
the Historical Society of Berks County, the Reading 
Automobile Club, the Berks County Conservation Asso- 
ciation, and others. He is treasurer of Zion’s Reformed 
Church, of Reading. 

Mr. Gasser married Virgie A. Scheetz, daughter of John 
E. and Rebecca Scheetz, in Reading, February 16, 1904. 


GEORGE T. GERHARD-—In an important realm 
of professional activity George T. Gerhard, of Reading, 
is taking a prominent place, and as he is still a young 
man the business world of this city is expecting much 
from him. His friends are confident that he will go far 
and high in his feature progress, and his work already 
accomplished indicates marked talent. Mr. Gerhard is a 
son of George L. Gerhard, an able architect of his day, 
brilliantly endowed mentally and possessing fine artistic 
taste; he died August 14, 1923. George L. Gerhard mar- 
ried Annie L, Dease, daughter of William Dease, who 
had the honor of finding the location of the Hessian Camp 
at Mineral Springs. 
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George T. Gerhard was born in Reading, October 14, 
1898. Receiving his early education in the local public 
schools, he later entered Reading High School, from which 
he was graduated in 1919. Meanwhile, he studied ar- 
chitecture with his father, and with his entrance into the 
firm the title of the enterprise became George L. Gerhard 
& Sons. Mr. Gerhard remained active with the honored 
founder of the interest until his death, and has since 
conducted the business independently, following the same 
general lines as his father and always faithful to the 
same principles and ideals which carried that distinguished 
man to his success. In meeting his present responsibilities, 
Mr. Gerhard is revealing his natural business ability as 
well a his artistic talent, and many commissions of im- 
portance have already come to his hands. He is un- 
questionably going forward to large and permanent success. 

George T. Gerhard married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
on July 9, 1921, Florence M. Cunnius, daughter of George 
W. and Ellen E. (Weider) Cunnius, and they reside at 
No. 447 South Fifteenth Street, Reading. 


OTIS HARRINGTON BENNETT—Mechanical 
office devices comprise the general field of business ac- 
tivity in which Otis Harrington Bennett has won success. 
Mr. Bennett has done pioneer work in his chosen realm, 
and much credit is due him for his single-minded devotion 
to his work. He is a son-of George Washington and 


' Mary Permelia (Page) Bennett, his father active in some 


of the most vital branches of rural progress as farmer, 
sawyer and shipper of cattle, poultry, grain and vegetables. 

Otis Harrington Bennett was born in Meshoppen, Wyom- 
ing County, Pennsylvania, April 24, 1879. Receiving his 
early education in the local public schools, he also at- 
tended Sherwood Summer School, and graduated from the 
Meshoppen High School in the class of 1896. First active 
as newsboy and errand boy, he accepted various positions 
in early life, busying himself at any honest occupation 
in which he could gain a foothold. He assisted carpenters 
in the lathing of houses, and worked for a time in the 
finishing department of a furniture factory, at Athens, 
Pennsylvania. He located in Scranton, Pennsylvania, in 
1897, and was engaged successively as grocery clerk, billing 
clerk in a wholesale market, and later bookkeeper and 
salesman for the market firm, and was for two years 


in the freight department of the Delaware & Hudson Rail- | 


way Company. Thus engaged until 1902, Mr. Ben- 
nett became salesman and special representative of the 
Underwood Typewriter Company in Reading, which re- 
sponsible position he filled until May, 1917. He then 
established himself in an independent business at No. 612 
Court Street. The interest grew and developed, and in 
March, 1919, he removed to No. 536 Court Street, even- 
tually in March, 1922, taking over his present headquar- 
ters at No. 103 North Sixth Street, Reading. The devel- 
opment of the business life of Reading and the rise to 
prominence of Mr. Bennett have been coincidental, and 
Mr. Bennett has given to many branches of civic advance 
his time and means, although choosing to labor for 
others in those paths which return neither emolument nor 
renown for the public good. He was one of the original 
six men who established the Rotary Club in Reading, 
and served as secretary for one year under the presidency 
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of Landes F. Miller. Active in religious advance, Mr. 
Bennett bore a part in the establishing of the Perkiomen 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, and is a prominent worker 
in the Pennside Presbyterian Church. He was formerly a 
trustee of Hope Rescue Mission, and endorses all worthy 
effort in whatsoever field of advance. 

Otis Harrington Bennett married, December 15, 1905, at 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, Jane Gertrude Thomas, daughter 
of Griffith G. and Margaret (Harris) Thomas. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bennett are the parents of two children: 1. Jane 
Louise, born December 14, 1910. 2. Doris Adelaide, born 
April 4, 1915. Their home address is No. 521 North 
Twenty-fifth Street, Pennside. 


JAMES A. SCHOFER—As the head and proprietor 
of Schofer’s Quality Bakery,-James A. Schofer is bearing 
a broadly-worthy part in the progress of the city of Read- 
ing, and holds a leading position in present day advance. 
His business has been developed from a modest beginning 
to his present important standing, and in the meeting of 
the daily needs of the people in the way of wholesome 
and attractive food he is doing much to promote and 
conserve the public health. He is a son of Christopher 
H. Schofer, long well known in this section. 

The Schofer family is one of the best known and most 
highly esteemed families in this section. John George 
Schofer, grandfather of James A. Schofer, was born in 
Loschgau, Bissigheim, Wurtemberg, Germany, June 21, 
1793. He was educated in his native place, and learned 
the manufacture of rope, then one of the most important 
industries in Germany. Serving his allotted time in the 
army, he saw action in the operations against Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1815 and witnessed the surrender of Paris. 
It is interesting to note, in this connection, that the soldier 
lost one of the earrings which, according to the custom 
of the time, he wore, although the French shot which 
carried -away this ornament did him not the slightest 
injury. He came to America, landing on this side, May 
10, 1832, with his wife and certain of his children. By 
wagon and on foot they journeyed to Reading, where a 
friend assisted them to find a comfortable home in Oley 
Township. Temporarily, however, they lived in the 
school at Oley Church, but eventually they bought a house 
from John Haak in District Township. John George 
Schofer married, in Germany, March 8, 1821, Regina 
Dorothea Bader, and they were the parents of eleven 
children: Catherine; Jacob Frederick; John Gottlieb; 
Fredericka Caroline; Christopher Henry, of further men- 
tion; Catherina; Salome; a son who died in infancy; 
William; James; and Elizabeth. 

Chiristepter Henry Schofer, son of John George Schofer, 
was born in Wurtemburg, Germany, January 18, 1829, but 
in the fourth year of his age came to America with his 
parents. He was educated in this country, but received 
only the most meagre privileges, so far as formal school 
attendance was concerned. He was, nevertheless, a natural 
student, and gained wide culture through his constant 
personal reading and study. He was active in farming 


and also in hotel affairs, and in 1870 became a resident 
of Reading. Here he conducted a hotel for a time, then 
was employed in the car shops, but an accident resulted 
in his necessarily turning aside from heavy labor. He 


became a well known baker of Reading, producing con- 
fectionery also, and developed a largely-important interest. 
His worth as a man and a citizen was universally- 
recognized, and he was considered one of the most estim- 
able men of this city. Keeping in close touch with busi- 
ness affairs in other lines of advance. Mr. Schofer was a 
director of the Neversink Bank; also of the old Citizens 
Bank of Reading; and was identified with various in- 
dustrial dnd commercial enterprises. He also owned two 
farms, late in life, and was personal supervisor of much 
of the work accomplished on these places. 

Christopher Henry Schofer married, December 8, 1850, 
Ethelinda Haak, who died February 25, 1876. They were 
the parents of the following children: 1. William Henry, 
born February 9, 1852, died July 17, 1905; identified with 
his father in business; married Eleanora Kolb. 2. John 
Calvin, born October 26, 1853, died January 25, 18384; 
married Elvesta M. Fogel. 3. George Emerson, born Oc- 
tober 30, 1855; long a member of the firm; married Susan 
Angstadt. 4. A son, who died in infancy. 5. James Albert, 
of further mention. 6. Thomas J., born November 5, 1860, 
died March 15, 1881. 7. Franklin A., born March 17, 1863; 
also identified with his father in business; married Alice 
Barbara Cassia Hoffman. 8. Jacob Alvin, born July 24, 
1865; also identified with the business; married Lydia 
Emma Matthias. 9. Charles Daniel, born December 7, 
1866; also a partner in the business; married Lizzie K. 
Bittner. 10. Harry Ludwig, born March 16, 1874; asso- 
ciated with his brothers in business; married Ella O. 
Hartman. 

James Albert Schofer, son of Christopher Henry and 
Ethelinda (Haak) Schofer, was born in Exeter Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, December 30, 1858. Re- 
ceiving his formal education in the local schools, he has 
always been a student of affairs and conditions, and in 
his breadth of interest in all that goes on about him he 
has gained great breadth of education. His first business 
experience was as driver on a bakery wagon, and he fol- 
lowed this line of activity until the age of twenty-eight 
years. He gained a very considerable familiarity with the 
baking business in this connection, then going to Phila- 
delphia, completed his mastery of the baker’s trade under 
J. A. Moss, who for fifteen years theretofore had been chief 
steward of the Continental Hotel of that city. Returning 
to Reading, Mr. Schofer was active in his father’s bakery 
until 1885, when in partnership with William Miller, he 
established a bakery business on Douglass Street. For 
three years the partnership continued, then his partner 
wishing to purchase his interest, Mr. Schofer again was 
active in his father’s employ for about six years, In 
1904 he established himself in an independent interest, 
and developing a largely-prosperous and important busi- 
ness, he eventually built a fine brick structure at Nos. 
108-110 South Fifth Street. Every precaution has been 
taken to safeguard the health of the people through the 
use of the purest materials and the most modern equip- 
ment, and the sanitation of the plant is in line with the 
most approved methods of the day. The product in- 
cludes every variety of baking, from the every day bread 
and rolls to the most elaborate cake and confections for 
special occasions, weddings and social functions. A com- 
plete force of capable assistants is employed, and the 
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delivery equipment of the plant is also of the most modern 
type. Mr. Schofer’s achievements in this field have car- 
ried him to large prominence, and he holds an influential 
position in the civic body, supporting the Democratic 
. Party in political affairs, although never a leader in public 
advance. He is a member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
which for many years he has served as Sunday School 
superintendent. 

James A. Schofer married, in 1882, Ella C. Kline, daugh- 
ter of Elam. and Catherine Kline, both now deceased. 
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Schofer are: Robert R., 
long associated with his father in business; Henry H., 
deceased; James F., also identified with the above busi- 
ness; Mabel A.; Edward K., who met accidental death 
in September, 1905; and Charles. 


JOSEPH A. MARTIN—Successfully engaged in the 
plumbing and heating business in Reading for some eight- 
een years, Joseph A. Martin has won large prominence 
in this city, and his work has counted in a marked degree 
to the local health and well-being. His long experience 
and practical ability combined to place him in the lead 
in his chosen line of endeavor, and he holds an enviable 
position in his field. Mr. Martin is a son of John and 
Margaret Martin, his father a native of Germany, and 
until his retirement a well known contractor of Reading. 

Joseph A. Martin was born in Reading, in September, 
1877, and gained a practical education in St. Paul’s Par- 
ochial schools of this city. As a young man he learned 
heating engineering, and with the tendency of the time 
became efficient in the heating installation plants. He 
struck out for himself in an independent venture in the 
year 1906. This was successful in a large degree, and 
Mr. Martin’s future was assured from the beginning. He 
has developed a wide interest and has for years been 
engaged in and around Reading for commissions of this 
character. His work is that of the thoroughly skilled 
artisan and at the same time the broadly efficient exec- 
utive. His headquarters are located at No. 335 North 
Tenth Street, Reading. Mr. Martin is a Democrat by 
political affiliation, although never an office seeker. He 
is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Knights of Columbus, and local literary and social 
organizations. He attends St. Paul’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Joseph A. Martin was married by the Rev. Father 
Borneman to Carrie Wuelfingh, daughter of Dr. Michial 
and Mary (McGettigau) Wuelfingh, the former named 
a native of Reading, Pennsylvania. 





CLEMENT CHARLES PARLAMAN—Meeting a 
vitally-necessary demand of the people along the most 
practical lines of endeavor, Clement Charles Parlaman, of 
Reading, has achieved marked success, and as a leader 
of the younger group of business executives he is com- 
manding the esteem and confidence of all. Mr. Parlaman 
is interested in all that pertains to the progress of the 
day, accordingly his usefulness is extended beyond the 
immediate activities of his individual enterprise. He is 
a son of Clement and Louisa Parlaman, his father now 
retired from active commercial affairs. 

Clement Charles Parlaman was born in Reading, April 


Chestnut Street, Reading. 


21, 1891, and reccived a practical educatien in the local 
public schools. With only a comparatively-limited ex- 
perience, he established himself in the hides, raw fur and 
rendering business, opening headquarters at the foot of 
Under the firm name of the 
Parlaman Hide Company, he has won a noteworthy posi- 
tion in local progress, and is numbered among the repre- 
sentative figures of the day. An Independent in his 
political convictions, Mr. Parlaman supports all worthy 


_ endeavor of whatsoever nature, but chooses to leave leader- 


ship along all other lines of advance to others. He is a 
member and vice-president of the Keystone Fire Company, 
serving as treasurer of the Tourist Club of this organ- 
ization. He is also affiliated with the Berks County and 
Pennsylvania State Firemen’s associations. Fraternally, 
he is identified with Reading Lodge, No. 66, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles; Mt. Penn Lodge, No. 65, Knights of 
Pythias; and he is a member of the West End Social 
Club. His religious affiliation is with St. Paul’s Reformed 
Church. 

Clement Charles Parlaman married, October 12, 1912, in 
Reading, Katie Anna Sell, daughter of Charles and Sarah 
Sell. Mr. and Mrs. Parlaman are the parents of two 
children: Robert Dewees and Sarah Louise. The family 
reside at No. 140 Penn Street, Reading. 





IRWIN SWAVELY-—A special line of important ac- 
tivity engages the attention of Irwin Swavely, whose in- 
terests are found in the suburbs of Reading, and whose 
practical outlook upon life has made him one of the most 
useful young men of the day in this section. He handles 
various branches of engineering work, and in his special 
line has won enviable success. Mr. Swavely is a young 
man of initiative and sound common sense, and gives to 
his endeavor a quality of practicality too frequently omit- 
ted in present-day business procedures. He is a son of 
Daniel and Clara (Lush) Swavely, his father prominent 
as a manufacture in Flint, Michigan, for many years. 

Irwin Swavely was born in Cumru Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, January 8, 1892. His education 
was received in the local schools, and after completing 
the common school course he served a regular apprentice- 
ship as carpenter. He then became identified with the 
Oakbrook Hosiery Mills, in the capacity of master mech- 
anic, in which connection he remained active for a period 
of ten years. Mr. Swavely’s career was interrupted early 
in its progress by his activities in the World War, enter- 
ing the service April 26, 1918. He was stationed at Camp 
Lee, Virginia, where he served as musician in the Second 
Section Band, playing the trombone. He received his 
honorable discharge February 18, 1919, and resumed his 
position in the Hosiery Mills, where he was active until 
August 2, 1920. At that time he entered an important 
business field, to which his attention had been called, and 
has developed this interest to large importance. He does 
wrecking, excavating, unloading, and hauling of various 
kinds; indeed, he meets every need of the people in these 
branches of practical activity, no contract being too large 
to command his successful attention and no commission 
too small to receive prompt and efficient care. He has 
made his name one of the broadest significance to the 
business world and householders of Reading, and is, ac- 
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cordingly, looked upon as one of the most useful men 
of his day. Mr. Swavely is a member of Gregg Post, 
American Legion, No. 12, and the Lutheran church. 

Irwin Swavely married, in Reading, on August 4,,1923, 
Minnie Brosey, daughter of Christian and Emma (Matz) 
Brosey. 





FRANCIS F. SEIDEL—¥For nearly half a century 
active in the important work of caring for the dead, 
Francis F. Seidel has borne a broadly-worthy part in the 
progress and welfare of the city of Reading, and is now 
counted among the most hichly-esteemed and honored 
professional men of this city. Mr. Scidel has given the 
most serious consideration to the aesthetic side of his 
work, and as a leader of progress in his field he has 
become widely recognized. Although his interests center 
in Reading, he commands the patronage of the foremost 
families throughout an extensive district, and his influence 
in the profession is even more widely felt. Affiliated with 
many branches of organized advance, both local and of 
import to the Commonwealth and the Nation, he is a 
representative citizen of today. 

The Seidel family has been identified with the progress 
of the State of Pennsylvania for many generations, the 
original pioneer having settled in the northern part of 
the State. Daniel Seidel, grandfather of Francis F. Seidel, 
was the first to become a permanent resident of Berks 
County, and the family having always been active along 


agricultural lines, it was to work of this nature that he- 


devoted his attention. He bought 450 acres of virgin 
timber, which he redeemed for farming purposes, and on 
this rich and responsive soil he developed one of the finest 
farms in this section. A leading Democrat of his day, 
he was for some years a member of the School Board 
of his township, and his interest in educational matters 
was expressed in his gift to the community of land for 
a school site, and his sharing of the labor of building 
the school house. Daniel Seidel married a lady of Eng- 
lish nativity, and they were the parents of seven children: 
three sons and four daughters. 

Elias Seidel, youngest son of these parents, was born 
in Bern Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, on the 
Seidel homestead. A child and youth of brilliant promise, 
he was educated in the local institutions, but his interest 
in the activities of the home farm decided him against 
a professional career, and he shared his father’s labors 
until his early death, which occurred at the age of twenty- 
five years. His loss to the community was a sad bereave- 
ment, for he was universally beloved and respected. He 
married Caroline Faust, and of their two sons Elias died 
July 8, 1890, at the age of thirty years. 

Francis F. Seidel, elder son of Elias and Caroline 
(Faust) Seidel, was born on the farm in Bern Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, February 23, 1858. His 
education followed practical lines, and was acquired at 
the local public schools. For three years after the com- 
pletion of his studies he was active in the employ of E. S. 
Miller, a leading undertaker of that time, then deciding 
upon this profession as the field of his own life work, 
Mr. Seidel began a regular apprenticeship under the in- 
struction of his employer. Serving for three years, he 
remained with Mr. Miller for a full decade in the capacity 
of foreman, then on April 1, 1888, founded his own in- 
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dependent interest. He was successful from the beginning, . 


his broad familiarity with his work and his genial per- 
sonality combining to bring to him the patronage of the 
most noted families of Reading and vicinity. Mr. Seidel 
has always deeply appreciated what is seemly in his work, 
and was among the first in this section to atrange for 
the use of dress hats and capes by the attendants of the 
cortege. He was also a pioneer, if not the pioneer, of the 
custom of lining the unsightly earth awaiting the mortal 
remains with beautiful or fitting materials, a custom now 
universal, at least in America. With the progress of his 
profession Mr. Seidel perfected himself in his work by 
taking a technical course, and his graduation from the 
Oriental School of Embalming occurred March 9, 1888. 
Five years later he was graduated from Clask’s School 
of Embalming, then in 1894 from a school in Harrisburg, 
and he also took a comprehensive course in contagious 
diseases. 

In many branches of present day progress Mr. Seidel 
takes the deepest interest, and has always done much to 
forward the cause of education. He has long been a 
member of the local Board of Trade, and is broadly affil- 
iated fraternally, being a member of Chandler Lodge, 
No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior Chapter, 
Royal Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, Knights Tem- 
plar; Philadelphia Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite. He is a charter member of the Reading Lodge of 
Perfection, also of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the: Mystic Shrine, also a leading member of 
the Masonic Association, of which for some time he was 
a trustee. A charter member of Vigilance Lodge, No. 194, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, he is also affiliated 
with Perseverance Council, No. 194, Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics, as Past Councillor; with the 
Knights of the Golden Eagle, No. 49, as Past Chief; also 
with the Knights of Friendship; Juniata Tribe, Improved 
Order of Red Men; and Rebekah Lodge, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 

Mr. Seidel married, July 24, 1883, Amelia Hartman, 
and they are the parents of the following children: Es- 
tella E., born April 24, 1884, deceased; Herbert A., born 
September 21, 1885, who is widely prominent as an 
architect; and Florence May, born September 2, 1888. 


JOHN RALSTON BINGAMAN, of Reading, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, was born February 19, 1891, and 
is a son of George C. and Hannah (Simpson) Bingaman, 
his father for many years a prominent citizen of Chester 
County, in this State, a prosperous farmer, 2 Democrat, 
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As a 
young lad, Mr. Bingaman attended the country grade 
schools and one year of high school, but he feels that the 
broadest educational opportunities which fell to his lot 
were his four years of democratic service in the United 
States Navy. Following his honorable discharge from the 
service, he was for six years identified with the construc- 
tion activities and the operation of the Panama Canal, 
then coming to Reading, he engaged in freight and passen- 
ger transportation by means of motor trucks. His practi- 
cal ability and forward-looking attitude have brought to a 
high plane of usefulness and success the enterprise which 
is known as the Bingaman Motor Express Company, inc., 
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of which he is president. This firm is the first firm in 
America (perhaps in the world) to use armored bandit 
proof equipment for the transportation of silk, the con- 
struction being of their own design, and since the operation 
of this special equipment they have speedily assumed the 
lead as a silk transportation firm. ‘They specialize in this 
between Reading, Philadelphia and New York City and 
are opening up another silk line, extending from the Sus- 
quehanna to New York City. Mr. Bingaman’s eminently 
practical application of business principles to the interest 
thus organized form a Strong influence for progress in the 
civic body, and the excellence of the service gives the con- 
cern the sincere esteern and appreciation of the people. 

During Mr. Bingaman’s service in the navy he was 
active in the Philadelphia Navy Yard, also on the steam- 
ships “Montana” and “Utah.” He now devotes but scant 
attention to interests outside his business, but holds mem- 
bership in all the Masonic bodies, also the Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and the Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon. His religious faith is that of the Quaker, and 
be is a member of the Chester County Quarterly Meeting. 

John Ralston Bingaman married, in West Chester, Jan- 
uary 30, 1917, Mary Reynolds, born in West Chester, Jan- 
uary 28, 1896, daughter of Isaac G. and Elizabeth (Mc- 
Farland) Reynolds, her father active in the laundry in- 
dustry and auto hardware, now retired, also of the Quaker 
faith. Mr. and Mrs. Bingaman are the parents of two 
children: 1. John Ralston, Jr., born December Shel ol 7. 
2. Elizabeth Hannah, born September 20, 1919. 





PHILIP ALEXANDER WEILER—In one of the 
most interesting and noteworthy realms of progressive 
usefuiness, Philip Alexander Weiler, of Wyomissing, holds 
leading rank in Berks County, and in his large success 
and ever-widening prominence the community is honored 
and its prosperity is increased. Mr. Weiler is an eminent- 
ly-practical business executive, and useful in community 
affairs as well as business interests. He is a son of John 
and Louise (Hansen) Weiler, his father a printer and 
long a resident of Reading. 

Philip Alexander Weiler was born in Reading, Pennsy]- 
vania, May 10, 1884. Receiving his early education at 
public school, he later attended Keystone State Normal 
School. Gaining his early business experience in the em- 
ploy of a leading electrical contractor, Mr. Weiler fol- 
lowed that line of endeavor exclusively for a time and 
was made chief of the electrical bureau of the city of 
Reading. In this important capacity he served the people 
faithfully and well for a number of years. Meanwhile, 
in June, 1920, he established a green-house, building 10,000 
Square feet of glass. Developing the business on a thor- 
oughly-progressive and modern plan, and securing efficient 
experts for his growing departments, he has brought the 
business to great importance. In 1922 he built two of the 
largest greenhouses in Berks County, making his total area 
at the present time (1924) 30,000 square feet. He grows 
for both the wholesale and retail trade, and has won 
marked distinction in his chosen realm. Mr. Weiler is 2 
Democrat in his political affiliations, and his only public 
Service has been along professional lines, although he is 
deeply interested in all that makes for the public good, 


but he has few affiliations with organized advance. He 
is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Philip Alexander Weiler ‘married, at Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, November 30, 1905, Elizabeth A. Witman, daughter 
of Harry I. and Emaline (Hesser) Witman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Weiler are the parents of four children: John Philip, born 
May 11, 1908; Daniel Warren, born December 30, 1909; 
Mary Elizabeth, born March 27, 1912; and Phyllis Ema- 
line, born May 12, 1916. - 





SAMUEL TAYLOR KERNS~—JIn the field of 
plumbing and allied endeavors, Samuel Taylor Kerns holds 
a prominent position, and his work is counting definitely 
for the general progress and welfare of the people. He 
Stands in a group of progressive and enterprising men 
whose excellent work and loyalty to high ideals mean 
much to the people as individuals and to the general 
well-being. Mr. Kerns has attained a marked degree of 
success and is ever going forward to wider usefulness. 

The Kerns family had long been one of note in Berks 
County, and Andrew Lee Kerns, Mr. Kerns, great-grand- 
father; long resided in Berks County, and was a stone 
mason by trade, which he followed for a long time. He 
came to America in 1803, from Germany, at the age of 
twenty years. 

Samuel T. Kerns, Mr. Kerns’ father, was born in Read- 
ing, and was a blacksmith by trade, following this line 
of endeavor until his retirement in 1901; he is still living 
and a resident of Temple. He married Susan Barlet, 
who is also living, and they are the parents of six children: 
Elenora, Newton, Irwin, Lydia May, Andrew, deceased; 
and Samuel Taylor, of whom further. 

Samuel Taylor Kerns was born at Temple, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, September 15, 1884. Attending the 
public schools of his birthplace, Mr. Kerns later learned 
the plumbing trade in the employ of George E. Haines, 
of Reading. He then followed the trade for a consider- 
able time as a journeyman, but in 1913 engaged in a 
business for himself. Locating at No. 512 Weiser Street, 
he has continued active in that place without interruption 
since and has developed a very important enterprise along 
the line of plumbing and heating. He is considered one 
of the largely successful and thoroughly representative men 
of the day in Reading, and his work is of permanent 
value to the people. He does all kinds of plumbing and 
heating, from small repairs incident to ordinary residential 
up-keep to the most important installation contracts in 
large buildings. Mr. Kerns has few interests not closely 
identified with his business affairs, but is 2 member of 
the Ancient and Illustrious Order Knights of Malta; and 
he attends the United Evangelical Church. 

Samuel Taylor Kerns married, on May 18, 1910, Elsie 
A. Stoudt, daughter of Calvin and Salisa Stoudt, and they 
are the parents of two children: Samuel Allen, born Jan- 
uary 19, 1913; and Mildred Eleanor, born January 8, 1923. 





WILLIAM H. REASER—Filling a responsible po- 
sition in the business world of ‘Reading, William H. Reaser 
has achieved marked success in his business and is meeting 
a constantly recurring need of the people along the lines 
of tin and sheet metal work. Mr. Reaser is a man of 
forward-looking spirit, whose usefulness in the community 
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has won for him the respect and confidence of all. He 
is a worthy citizen and a progressive business executive. 
He is a son of Lewis and Elmira (Sheeler) Reaser, his 
father a tinsmith also by trade, and both parents still 
living. 

William H. Reaser was born in Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania, July 14, 1876. His education was received 
in the public schools, and coming to Reading at the age 
of fourteen years, he learned the trade of tinsmith in his 
father’s employ. Remaining with his father for about 
six years, he then became identified with Speice & Lewis, 
in which connection he remained for about eighteen years. 
With this excellent training and comprehensive experience, 
Mr. Reaser purchased a long established interest, which 
is one of the oldest of its kind in Reading, and which 
is located at No. 420 Court Street. This business dates 
back at least fifty years, and has always been conducted 
on progressive lines. Mr. Reaser is doing a general line 
of tin and sheet metal work, including roofing, roof paint- 
ing, the construction and installing of spouts, and general 
stove and heater work. Mr. Reaser makes a point of 
giving prompt and courteous service at all times and is 
at the present time (1924) employing six men. Altogether 
Mr. Reaser has been in this business for twenty-three 
years, he has few interests outside his business, and is 
one of the practical and universally esteemed business men 
of Reading. He has adopted the motto “Prompt and 
courteous service at all times.” 


WALTER E. RICHARDS, of Reading, in a unique 
line of commercial activity, is achieving large success and 
meeting a universal demand. In addition to his formal 
and conventional departments of stationery, photographic 
supplies, sporting goods and the like, he carries a very 
extensive line of toys and maintains a doll hospital. His 
popularity with the children of the city is an excellent 
appraisal of his success in this particular field, and “Rich- 
ards Toy Corner” comprises one of the most attractive 
enterprises of its kind to be found in a wide region. Mr. 
Richards is a son of Milton B. and Elizabeth S. (Shunk) 
Richards, his father active as a merchant throughout his 
entire career. 

Walter E. Richards was born in Reading, June 4, 1880. 
His education was received in the local schools, and at 
about the age of fifteen years he became identified with a 
local toy shop. He has been active in this same general 
field of endeavor continuously since, and during the greater 
part of the time has conducted his own enterprise. His 
assortment of toys, stationery, books, school supplies, and 
the like, includes a very great variety of the best products 
of the stationer’s and printer’s art, and his various lines 
of sporting goods and photographic supplies include the 
products of the leading manufacturers of America. In his 
specialty, the doll hospital, he makes all kinds of repairs, 
fitting new parts when the small people have, through 
carelessness or accident, become bereaved of their beloved 
toys, and the dolls are returned to anxious tiny mothers 
as good as new. Mr. Richards has few interests outside 
his work, but with headquarters at the corner of Front 
and Buttonwood streets, is one of the best known men 
of the city. He is a member of the First Evangelical 
Church. 


Walter E. Richards married, in 1903, Gertrude Neihart, 
daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Neihart. Mr. and Mrs. 
Richards are the parents of six children: Robert, Catherine, 
Geraldine, Helen, Joseph, and Stephen. 


LOUIS M. GANTERT—In one of the vitally-im- 
portant industrial enterprises of Berks County, Louis M. 
Gantert has for many years been a prominent executive, 
and the entire period of his active career has been devoted 
to work of this general nature. Mr. Gantert is an emi- 
nently-practical man, whose usefulness is widely-recog- 
nized, and whose ability in his chosen. field of endeavor has 
carried him to marked prominence. He has built his suc- 
cess upon the most thorough practical knowledge of his 
field, and with his ever-forward looking spirit he com- 
mands the esteem and confidence of all with whom he 
comes in touch. Mr. Gantert is a son of Isaiah and Marie 
Gantert, his father active as a customs officer in Germany. 

Louis M. Gantert was born in Germany, March 26, 
1866. His education was begun in the primary schools 
and was completed with the Normal school course. As 
a young man he learned the trade of metal pattern maker 
in Reading, entering the employ of the Reading Hardware 
Company in 1881 and continuing for three years. He 
then followed this trade as a journeyman until the year 
1903, when he formed an affiliation with the Excelsior 
Brass Works, also of this city, with which concern he has 
now been identified for twenty-one years. First acting 
as foreman, he was later advanced to superintendent, and 
was finally elected secretary and treasurer of the corpor- 
ation. This is one of the important enterprises of Reading 
in the world of mechanics, and Mr. Gantert’s practical 
and demonstrated ability is counting largely for the prog- 
ress and continued prosperity of the business. Mr. Gan- 
tert’s interests are principally centered in his work, but 
he is a stockholder in the Northeastern Trust Company 
and Metropolitan Edison Company, and politically he 
holds independent convictions. He is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus; the Maccabees; the Bavarian Bene- 
ficial Society; and the American Missionary Society. He 
is a member of the Bavarian Social Club, and St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Louis M. Gantert married, in Reading, Elizabeth Elbert, 
daughter of John and Elizabeth Elbert, and they are the 
parents of two children: Charles L., residing in Philadel- 
phia, a druggist; and Helen E., at home. 


MATTEO G. ALBERT — Widely-varied interests 
have shared the attention of Matteo G. Albert, and in 
his constructive attention to every line of progressive 
endeavor with which he has been associated he has won 
an outstanding position in Berks County. He has been 
a resident of Reading since coming to this country in 
1902, and has long been active in the world of finance 
and transportation, conducting an Italian Bank and 
Steamship Agency. The latter has been his central inter- 
est, yet other enterprises which he has founded or devel- 
oped have largely prospered under his supervision and 
management. Mr. Albert is a highly-educated man, and 
both in Italy and in this country he has long been recog- 
nized for worth and sincerity. He is a son of Joseph and 
Mary Albert, both parents deceased. 
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Matteo G. Albert was born in Italy, January 14, 1883. 
His education was principally under private tutors in 
Italy, but he also attended the higher institutions of learn- 
ing there and studied independently both there and after 
his arrival in America. Coming to this country in 1902, 
he at once settled in. Reading, and his early activities 
were here in the office of assistant manager of the Italian 
commissary, in connection with railroad and other con- 
structive work of large importance. He was engaged along 
this line for several years, meanwhile gaining wide ex- 
perience and a thoroughly practical and comprehensive 
grasp of American conditions and affairs. In 1906 Mr. 
Albert established an Italian Bank and Steamship Agency 
in Reading, this enterprise meeting a very pressing and 
widely-felt need among his fellow-countrymen. It proved 
a lucrative and ever more largely important business, but 
after some years, during which the bank well served its 
original purpose, it was discontinued. The Steamship 
Agency, however, has grown and extended in importance 
and is still owned and conducted by Mr. Albert. 

In 1911 Mr. Albert purchased a retail liquor interest, 
and two years later added to his enterprise a wholesale 
and retail grocery store. In 1917 he became the proprietor 
of the famous Bissinger Cafe, which he conducted until 
prohibition came into effect. During the same period he 
also conducted the Imperial Hotel on Eighth Street, Read- 
ing, and when the Eighteenth Amendment became effec- 


‘tive he disposed of these interests. He then purchased the 


cafe at No. 17 North Sixth Street, which he still conducts 
under the title of the Albert Cafe, and this has become 
widely noted for its sea food and other special dishes. 
Mr. Albert is further active in real estate affairs, main- 
taining offices at Nos. 608 and 610 Court Street, Reading, 
and in this field.he has won outstanding rank both as 
an operator and broker. It is in connection with his real 
estate offices that he continues his Steamship Agency, 
being at the same location. His work is that of the far- 
sighted idealistic executive whose interest is engaged by 
the needs of the people as well as by his own ambitions, 
and in his ever greater usefulness and ever higher attain- 
ments he is giving to the people of Reading an example 
of tireless endeavor and lofty achievement. 

Mr. Albert is in the closest sympathy with all com- 
munity effort, and during the World War assisted in local 
activities in support of the American Expeditionary Forces 
in every possible way. He has long been a member of 
the Good Will Fire Company, and joins every progressive 
movement in a wholehearted way. Fraternally, Mr. Al- 
bert is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, and the Loyal Order of Moose. Mr. 
Albert’s chief leisure interest is motoring and he is frequ- 
ently seen in his large car, usually accompanied by his 
family. He is also interested in fishing, while he devotes 
much time to literary interests, his library being well 
chosen and containing many choice volumns. 

Matteo G. Albert married (first), in Reading, Mary 
Campanelli, who died leaving two sons: Joseph and 
Samuel. Mr. Albert married (second) Rosie Patti, and 
they are the parents of six children: Mary, Anna, Bernard, 
Stella, Paul} and Mattie. The Albert family residence is 
at No. 1232 Chestnut Street, Reading. 


B.-B.—-23 


WARREN J. HIGH—A broadly-useful and indeed 
vitally-important field of business activity has commanded 
the attention of Warren J. High since his entrance into 
commercial affairs. He is now considered one of the 
largely-successful and noteworthy executives in the plumb- 
ing and heating field, and his activitics are contributing 
largely to the general health and‘ welfare of the people. 
Mr. High is a native of Reading, and is a thoroughly- 
representative Pennsylvanian. He is a son of Elmer M. 
High, and a grandson of Joshua High, the old home- 
stead of the family being one of the early landmarks at 


the corner of Eighth and Franklin streets. Elmer M. 


High was for many years a prominent confectioner, and 
proprietor of the Topton House, a leading hotel of Topton, 
Pennsylvania. He married Lena M. Pfaffman. 

Warren J. High was born in Reading, October 25, 1886. 
Receiving his education in the public schools of Topton, 
Pennsylvania, and Reading, Pennsylvania, he entered the 
business world at the age of sixteen years, learning the 
trade of plumber. Looking forward to the future he 
conserved big finances, and through energy and _ thrift 
accumulated sufficient capital to establish himself in an 
independent interest at the age of twenty-one years. A 
thoroughly-efficient workman, and always prompt and 
courteous in his attention to the commissions which were 
placed in his hands, Mr. High gained a foothold in the 
business world in a very few years, and has for a long 
period held leading rank in his chosen field of endeavor. 
He has a thoroughly-modern and well-equipped plant at 
No. 147 North Tenth Street, Reading, and is doing a 
largely-successful business along the lines of general 
plumbing and heating. 

Mr. High is a Republican by political affiliation, but 
his only public service has been along military lines. * He 
enlisted for service in the World War, December 12, 1917, 
and was active for twenty-one months in the 58th Balloon 
Company, participating in many of the important actions 
overseas. At the time of the armistice he was located at 
Etlens Dubs. Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Pa- 
triotic Order Sons of America, the Ancient and Illustrious 
Order Knights of Malta, Juniata Tribe, Improved Order 
of Red Men; the Order of Orioles, and the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He is a member of the 
North East Republican League of Reading, the Master 
Plumbers’ Association, and the Eagle Mountain Home. 
He attends the Lutheran church. 

Warren J. High married. Anna L. Foreman, and their 
only daughter is Jean A. The High family residence is 
at No. 147 North Tenth Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES C. SNYDER—Bringing to his present 
activities in the motor car world a practical attitude 
towards all progressive endeavor and a broad natural 
efficiency, Charles C. Snyder, of Reading, has done pioneer 
work in the used car trade and has risen to large im- 
portance in this branch of mercantile activity. A well 
known and prosperous young man of the day, Mr. Snyder 
is a son of Jacob R. and Eliza Snyder, his father active 
as a brick mason for many years, and now residing at 
No. 1609 Centre Avenue, Reading. 

Charles C, Snyder was born September 18, 1888. His 
education was received in the public schools of Reading. 
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No further educational advantages fell to his lot, but he 
has made such excellent use of his opportunities that he 
has become one of the largely-successful men of the day 
in Reading. Mr. Snyder was one of the early drivers in 
automobile circles in Reading, and was one of the first 
to enter the used car business, if not the first, in Berks 
County. His ingenious work in improving and repairing 


‘cars has given him a leading position in his chosen field, 


for those who come to him for vehicles of this nature 
have learned that they can depend upon finding satisfac- 
tory and thoroughly-useful machines. Mr. Snyder has 
built his success upon the principle of satisfaction to every 
customer, and is unquestionably going forward to ever- 
larger prominence. He has few interests not closely in line 
with his profession, but is a member of the First Reformed 
Church. He is a member of Reading Lodge, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He is fond of motoring 
and. out-door sports, but strictly attends to business, how- 
ever, and therefore finds little time to devote to them. 
Charles C. Snyder married, in Camden, New Jersey, 
May 1, 1919, Bessie Mae Kline, daughter of Andrew Lotz, 
and granddaughter of Nicholas Lotz. Mr. and Mrs. 
Snyder are the parents of three children: Edwin O., John 
E., and Bessie G. The family reside in Wyomissing. 


MILTON G. HUMMEL—In a practical and broad- 
ly important branch of present-day activity, Milton G. 
Hummel, of Berks County, Pennsylvania, is making his 
influence felt, his activities centering in Intervilla, where 
his usefulness is generally recognized. Mr. Hummel is a 
man or large calibre, whose sincere appreciation of all 
worthy endeavor has made his life and career well-rounded 
and a benevolent force in the community. He gives to 
his work the fine mechanical genius of the expert as well 
as the progressive attitude of the business executive, and 
in his constant endeavors he is contributing in a very 
definite way to the general progress. Mr. Hummel is a 
son of John F. Hummel, who was supervisor of Tulpe- 
hocken Township for twenty-five years, but is now de- 
ceased; he was a resident of Rehrersburg. The mother, 
Amanda (Anderson) Hummel, was sixty-eight years old 
when she died. 

Milton G. Hummel was born at Summit Station, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, March 4, 1867. His education 
was received in the public schools of Berks County, to 
which the family came when he was three years of age. 
Reared on a farm in Tulpehocken Township, he spent his 
early life in farm work, but at the age of eighteen years 
apprenticed himself to the carpenter’s trade, in the em- 
ploy of George Sherman, of Rehrersburg. Coming to 
Reading in 1890, he followed his trade in this city and 
was early active in cement contracting, beginning that 
special line of construction in 1914. In 1921 he definitely 
engaged in building activities, and to the present time 
(1924) has erected sixty houses and thirty garages in 
West Wyomissing and vicinity, doing also more or less in 
the way of additions and re-construction work on existing 
buildings. He has also built several fine office structures, 
and has attained a leading position in his field in this 
part’ of the county. He has a fine residence at West 
Wyomissing, surrounded by six acres of land which he is 
constantly improving. He is counted among the pioneers 


in building activities in this immediate section, and com- 
mands the esteem and confidence of all with whom he 
comes in touch. He is a member of the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, and the Reindeer, of Reading, and attends 
the Church of the United Brethern. 

Milton G. Hummel married, in Reading, in May, 1903, 
Ida A. Frantz, daughter of Henry H. Frantz, a farmer of 
Tulpehocken Township. 


CONRAD J. BUSCH, superintendent of the factory 
of the Reading Narrow Fabric Company, was born in 
Philadelphia on October 16, 1888. He was the son of 
John Conrad and Margaret Busch. His father was born 
in Germany, and had served full time in the German 
Army before coming to this country. After arrival here 
he was for a long time a merchant in Philadelphia and 
afterwards in the shoe department of Wanamaker’s store. 

Conrad J. Busch obtained the foundation of his educa- 
tion in Philadelphia public schools, and afterwards took 
various courses in a night school. At an early age he 
obtained employment in the textile plant of Hensel & 
Calladay, in Philadelphia. This was in 1901, and five 
years later he was made foreman. The Reading Narrow 
Fabric Company obtained his services as foreman in 
February, 1912, and he was made superintendent there 
in 1919. Mr. Busch belongs to the Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Iris Club, and the Lutheran Church of the 
Atonement. 

Mr. Busch was married, at Gloucester, New Jersey, on 


August 14, 1912, to Caroline Dannenhauer, daughter of j 


Charles and Mary (Seeger) Dannenhauer. They have 
four children: 1. Margaret, born June 23, 1913. 2. Caro- 
line, born June 19, 1915. 3. Conrad, born December 1, 
1917. 4. John, born February 13, 1923. 





CHARLES FRANK BUSCH is a native of this 


State and has been a resident of Reading for a number ; 


of years, his usefulness in the business world contributing 
in a marked degree to the general well being of the 
community. He is a son of John Conrad and Margaret 
Busch, his father for many years a custom shoemaker of 
Philadelphia, but a native of Germany and a veteran of 
the German Army. 


Charles Frank Busch was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- | 
vania, February 27, 1894. His education was begun in | 
the local public schools, and later he attended Central | 
High School. He entered the business world in the em- | 


ploy of Stephen Greene, a noted printer of Philadelphia. 
Later Mr. Busch became identified with the Monotype 
Company, then formed his present affiliation with the 
Narrow Fabric Company. Possessing a large natural 
ability and the sincere spirit that bears the closest signif- 
icance to the general progress, Mr. Busch is, his many 
friends are confident, in line for the steady promotion in 
his chosen realm of business advance, and his future is one 
of great promise. Independent in his political convic- 


tions he holds few affiliations with organizations, but is _ 


a member of the Philadelphia Turners, and attends the 
Lutheran church. 

Charles Frank Busch married, in Philadelphia, in 1916, 
Josephine Anna Ostertag, daughter of John and Katherine 
(Gross) Ostertag; her father was active as the proprietor 
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of a hotel, but is now retired, and her mother is now 
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Busch are the parents of three 


_ daughters: Katherine Margaret, Josephine Mildred, and 


Bertha Louise. 





EVAN GRING SNYDER is a well known and 
prosperous meat merchant of Reading. He is interested 
in one of the city’s largest trust companies, and is active 
in civic affairs. 

Evan Gring Snyder was born in Reading, the son of 
Daniel B. Snyder, a watchman for the Pennsylvania & 
Reading Railroad, who had been in the line’s locomotive 
shops for twenty years, and Catherine Snyder. Mr. 
Snyder was educated in the public schools of Reading, 
and immediately after graduation entered the meat. busi- 
ness. Today he operates a big butcher shop at No. 463 
North Thirteenth Street, Reading. He is a member of the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America and the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle. He is a stockholder in the Mount Penn 
Trust Company, of Reading, and is affiliated with the 
Democratic city organization. 

Mr. Snyder married Ellen F. Schnader, daughter of 
Owen H. and Dora Schnader, in Wilmington, Delaware, 
October 8, 1909. They have one daughter, Evelyn Cath- 
erine, born August 6, 1913. Another child, Mary Ellen, 
born August 3, 1911, died one week after birth. The 


Snyders belong to the Reformed Church of Reading. Mr. © 


Snyder, wife and daughter (Evelyn C.), comprise the first 
family in Reading to go up in an aeroplane, which was 
in the year 1919, Evelyn C. being undoubtedly the young- 
est child to have made the ascent up to that time. Mrs. 
Snyder weaved the helmet worn by Kermit Roosevelt, 
who was killed in action. 

ERNEST BICK—As a pioneer in Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, in an important field of industrial effort, 
Ernest Bick has met large responsibilities for many years 
and his work is counting definitely for the welfare and 
progress of the people. Mr. Bick is a native of Germany, 
and learned the technical phases of his trade or profession 
in that country, where the science of dyeing has attained 
the highest point in the history of the world. His ac- 
tivity in Berks County has done much to promote and 
advance the textile industry, and he is counted among the 
largely significant men of the day in this section of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Ernest Bick was born in Barmen, Germany, December 
14, 1869. Receiving his education in the public schools 
of his native country, he learned dyeing and bleaching 
in the great factories of Germany, gaining wide familiarity 
with the production of dyes of various kinds, as well as 
their use. Coming to the United States in the prime of 
life, he landed on this side of the Atlantic on January 
30, 1907, and for about a year and a half was active at 
his trade with the German-American Company in Phila- 
delphia. He then came to Wyomissing, in the suburbs of 
Reading, and accepted the position of superintendent in 
the employ of the Berkshire Knitting Mills. He was 
given the responsibility of their dyeing department, which 
was then only a very small and restricted branch of the 
concern’s activities. Only three men were employed at 
that time, but now the importance of the branch has so 





largely increased that thirty men are required to handle ~ 


the work involved. Mr. Bick is an expert in his field, 
and in the acute conditions in the textile industry which 
existed during the World War and, subsequently, owing 
to the impossibility of securing dyestuffs from Genmany, 
his work has been of vital importance to the textile in- 
dustry. His endeavors have been devoted ‘wholly to 
dyeing and bleaching as practiced in the knitting branch 
of this great industry, and his efficiency has had much to 
do with the success and growth of the Berkshire Mills. 
Mr. Bick has few. interests outside his work, but is a 
member of ‘Leutonia Lodge, No. 367, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Reading, and he is a member of the Mountain 
Springs Association. His religious affiliation is with the 
Lutheran Church, of Wyomissing. 

Ernest Bick married, in 1892, at Barmen, Germany, 
Elizabeth Pechtel, who was born in Barmen, Germany. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bick are the parents of four children: 
Ernest C. T., whose biography appears on another page in 
this work, and who is engaged in the dyeing business in 
Reading; Karl C., Hans C., and Elizabeth H. The family 
residence is at No. 16 George Avenue, Wyomissing, Penn- 
sylvania. 





HENRY W. STUBER—Along useful and ever- 
necessary lines of activity Henry W. Stuber, of Reading, 
has long been active, and among his wide circle of friends 
he is universally honored and esteemed. Mr. Stuber is 
a man of sincere and devoted loyalty of purpose, always 
interested in the passing events of his time and willing 
to bear a share of responsibility in any line of endeavor. 
His long connection with the textile machine works of 
Reading has given him high standing in the organization, 
and he is one of the thoroughly-representative industrial 
executives of the day. He is a son of John and Elizabeth 
(White) Stuber, his father active as a plasterer in Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania, where he died. Mr. Stuber’s 
grandfather, Harry Jeremiah Stuber, was also a lifelong 
resident of Lancaster County, and died in that section. 

Henry W. Stuber was born in Schoeneck, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, December 17, 1853. Receiving a 
practical education in the local public schools, he was 
engaged on the farm until the age of sixteen years, when 
he learned the trade of plasterer, and at the age of 
twenty years took charge of a gang of men in the con- 
struction activities in Lancaster County. Coming to 
Berks County in 1900, Mr. Stuber became active in the 
employ of the Textile Machinery Company, and has been 
active in the same general line along the line of construc- 
tion work, in the maintenance of buildings, keeping up 
the necessary repairs. As a trusted executive in this 
branch of vital importance to the concern, Mr. Stuber is 
esteemed and honored by all who know him, and as a 
resident of Wyomissing he is a bearing a worthy part in 
the progress of the times. He is an Independent in poli- 
tical faith, but interested in public affairs only as a prog- 
ressive citizen. His religious affiliation is with the Mem- 


orial Reformed Church, of Wyomissing. 

Henry W. Stuber married (first) Clara Strohm, of Lin- 
coln, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, who died, leaving 
two children: Daisy and Sadie, both deceased. Mr. Stuber 
married (second) Sallie Hagy, daughter of Obed Hagy, 
and they have two children: Leon and Luther. 
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HOWARD GUILBERT YOCOM, of Reading, 


Pennsylvania, who is a prominent and popular plumber 


and regulator of heating apparatus there, was born in 


Unionville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 18, 1887. 
His parents were Charles and Harriet R. (Kupp) Yocom, 
Charles Yocom was a farmer, born in Unionville, Berks 
County, August 22, 1845, while his wife was born in 
Douglassville, Pennsylvania, March 18, 1845. In addition 
to Howard Guilbert they had other children: Amos K., 
Annie, Frank I., U. Warren, Harry, Albert, E. Nelson, 
and George L. 

Howard Guilbert Yocom grew up on his father’s farm, 
and attended the local public school. Like other farm 
boys he found plenty of chores to employ any idle time 
that he had after his school duties were performed, and 
apparently they did not greatly attract him because in 
March, 1905, he left the farm and became apprenticed 
to Frank Miller, a plumber of No. 324 North Nineth 
Street, Reading. Howard Guilbert Yocom finished his 
apprenticeship with Mr. Miller, but remained with him as 
a journeyman until April, 1919, when he set up for him- 
self in the heating and plumbing business. Mr. Yocom 
is a Republican in national but nonpartisan in local pol- 
itics. He is a member of St. John’s Reformed Church; 
the Berks County Historical Society; Chamber of Com- 
merce; Reading Country Club; the Reading Temple; Ki- 
wanis and Automobile clubs; Washington Camp, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, of which he is past president; 
Lexington Commandery, No. 2, Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; Vigilance Lodge, No. 194, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows; Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accep- 
ted Masons; Reading Consistory; Neversink Forest, No. 
32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Rajah Temple,Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association of Reading. 

Mr. Yocom was married in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, 
to Ida M. Schreck, of Reading, daughter of Benjamin F. 
and Arabella V. (Keller) Schreck. Mr. Schreck was at 
that time general foreman of the Pennsylvania & Reading 
Car Shop. He has since retired. There are two children: 
Helen M., born March 6, 1913; Robert F., born Septem- 
ber 16, 1914. 





HUGO HEMMERICH, now of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, was born in Germany on November 11, 1887. His 
parents were Hugo and Magdalena Hemmerich, who are 
now living in Germany. He was educated in German 
schools, including a collegiate course, and then trained in 
industrial lines, specializing in textiles and being connec- 
ted with one of the largest textile houses in the Wuppertal 
District, which is the great industrial center of Western 
Germany. 

Mr. Hemmerich came to America in July of the year 
1909. He at once made connection with the Berkshire 
knitting manufactures, who were then beginning, to pay 
particular attention to full-fashioned ladies’ hosiery. Mr. 
Hemmerich went to work in the factory, learning the 
practical side of the business, and later took charge of 
manufacturing as superintendent, in which capacity he 
now serves. He is both manufacturer and industrial 
director. 

During the World War, in spite of his nationality, 


-Selma Doerrenberg. 


Mr. Hemmerich exerted himself successfully in stimulating 
Liberty loans and other drives. He has commended him- 
self to his neighbors as an industrialist of high-class and 
also as a man who is in all respects a valuable addition 
to the community. He is fond of reading, singing, and 
outdoor sports, belongs to the Iris Club, and is a member 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Hemmerich was married, in New York, on June 
18, 1914, to Elizabeth Doerrenberg, daughter of Otto and 
Her mother has since died, but her 
father is still living in Germany. ‘Their children are: 
Rolf, Carl, Erich, and Hildegard. 


—— 


WILLIAM KERN—The realm of the landscape 
gardener is of the broadest significance to the people of 
any community or section, and in Reading, William Kern 
holds a leading position in this important branch of ac- 
tivity. Naturally gifted with artistic taste, and always 
interested in out-of-door affairs, Mr. Kern has given to 
his work a definite individuality and a keen sense of its 
aesthetic value. A native of Germany, but a resident of 
America from his youth, Mr. Kern has added to the 
traditions of family and Fatherland the training to be 
acquired through experience as well as study, and he 
stands among the foremost figures of his day in his 
chosen field of activity. 

William Kern was born in Baden, Southern Germany, 
June 23, 1866, and is a son of Lawrence and Rosa Kern, 
his father a farmer by occupation, both parents now de- 
ceased. They lived and died in their native land. As 
a young lad, Mr. Kern attended the public schools of 
his native land, also gained his early training in the florist 
and landscape business when still only a lad in Germany. 
At the age of fourteen years he secured a regular position 
and gained practical experience in both the work of 
the florist and landscape gardener. When only eighteen 
years of age he had charge of a few men in landscape 
work, his genius for work of this nature having been 
recognized by all who were familiar with his progress. 
Coming to America in 1887, he landed in Castle Garden 
and shortly made his way to Reading, where he entered 
the employ of the city, doing landscape work in the city 
park. He later became identified with Haskins & Giles, 
and the first lettering was done by him at Penn Common 
while in that connection. This was the first time work 
of this nature had been done in -Berks County and 
it attracted wide attention. Mr. Kern also had charge 
of the planting and laying out of Gethsemane Cemetery. 
Mr. Kern also has handled a great deal of work for 
private families on the beautiful estates in the suburbs 
of Reading and in the outlying communities. He has 
for some years now been active in business as the head 
of his own interest, with headquarters in Hyde Park, 
and owns a valuable property in that section. He has 
done much in recent years in forestry work and in all 
branches of these allied interests. He is not only a 
pioneer in this section, but holds a leading position in 
present-day progress. He has few interests except his 
work, but is a member of St. Paul’s Roman Catholic 


Church. 
William Kern married, on March 8, 1888, at Bethlehem, 


“Pennsylvania, Louisa Groff, who died in April, 1907, leaving 


Bly. 
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eight children. 1. Rosa, wife of Samuel Rathensberger. 2, 
Edward. 3. Anna, who married Jacob Stephen. 4. William 
R., a biography of whom follows. 8. Catherine, wife of 
James Batts. 6. Clara, wife of Joseph Crossman. 7. 
Bertha. 8. Carl. 





WILLIAM R. KERN—The motoring public looks 
to William R. Kern, of Reading, for excellent, prompt, 
and courteous service in the line of repair and garage 
activities, and his usefulness in the community is recog- 
nized by all. Mr. Kem is a practical and progressive 
man of staunch integrity and forward-looking spirit. His 
work is commended by all who have had occasion to 
employ him, his natural adaptability to mechanical activity 
being supplemented by his excellent training in this gen- 
eral field. Mr. Kern is a son of William and Louisa 
(Groff) Kern (see preceding biography), the father a 
largely successful florist of Hyde Park. 

William R. Kern was born in Reading, October 11, 
1891. Receiving his early education in the Hyde Park 
public schools, he later attended St. Michael’s Seminary, 
then gained his early business experience in connection 
with his father’s greenhouse plant. The elder Mr. Kern 
is one of the largely prominent florists of this section, 
with an extensive area of glass in Hyde Park. William 
R. Kern, however, found the trend of his taste to be 
more definitely along mechanical lines and learned the 
machinist’s trade, which he followed for a time. In 
February, 1923, he established his present automobile 
repair and garage business at No. 427 North Sixth Street, 
in Reading, and he has developed a prominent and pros- 
perous interest, which is steadily growing in scope and 
usefulness. Mr. Kern takes a deep interest in all phases 
of cormmunity endeavor, and has for some years been a 
_ Member of the Goodwill Fire Company, of Hyde Park. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Loyal Order of Moose, 
and attends the Catholic church. 

William R. Kern married, in Reading, in 1913, Hattie 
Grimes, daughter of Henry Grimes, and they are the 
parents of three children: Louise; William, deceased; 
and Donald. The family reside in Hyde Villa, Reading. 





JAMES MILLHOLLAND was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland, on October 6, 1812. He was the oldest son of 
Robert S. Millholland, who was engaged in the business 
of manufacturing fittings for ships. He received a private 
school education, and evinced an early proficiency in 
mathematical and geographical studies. At the age of 
eighteen he was apprenticed as machinist, and assisted in 
the construction of the first railway locomotive built in 
the United States, which was the invention of Peter 
Cooper, of New York, and was manufactured for the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. He was also employed in the 

building of several other of the earlier patterns of engines, 
' becoming thus identified with the construction of. the 
locomotive from its earliest history in this country. In 
1832 he went to New York and was employed by the 
Allaire Iron Works, the principal business of which estab- 
lishment was the manufacture of marine engines; here 
was built the machinery for the first American steamers, 
which sailed from that port, those of the New York 
and Charleston Line. In 1848 he was employed by the 





Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, as engineer of machin- 
ery to succeed Lewis Kirk, and moved to Reading. 

During the eighteen years in which he occupied this 
position, Mr. Millholland did much to advance the mech- 
anical equipment of the road to its present high state of 
perfection. Among his many inventions were a wooden 
spring and lever for cars, a “mountain shoe” for locomo- 
tives, and a patent fire grate for locomotives, the last- 
named being now in extensive use throughout the country. 
In 1866 he resigned his connection with the Philadelphia 
& Reading Railroad to accept the presidency of the Con- 
solidated Coal Company and the Cumberland & Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company; those extensive works were loc- 
ated at Mt. Savage, Maryland. In 1870 he returned to 
Reading and went into the banking business with his 
father-in-law, John Hoff, under the firm name. of Hoff 
& Millholland. 

Having always been identified with the Republican 
Party, Mr. Millholland was, in 1872, a candidate for 
Congress in the Berks District against Hiester Clymer, 
receiving 7,783 votes against 13,854 cast for his opponent. 
He was one of the partners of the Leesport Iron Com- 
pany, and at the time of his death was a member of the 
board of directors of the Reading Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, of the Reading Library Company, and of the Charles 
Evans Cemetery Company, and a trustee of the First 
Presbyterian Church; he was also a prominent member of 
the Masonic and Odd Fellows orders, being Past Master 
of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Past High Priest of Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal 
Arch Masons; and Past Commander of De Molay Com- 
mandery, No. 9, Knights Templar. 

Personally, Mr. Millholland was distinguished for his 


great energy and decision of character, the indomitable - 


resolution and perseverance with which he adhered to 


_ his plans and purposes, and an unswerving integrity, 


which prompted him in official life to act with the strict- 
est fidelity to his employers, and in his private relations 
to be just toward all men. 





HENRY MILLHOLLAND, mechanical engineer 
and inventor, was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, .n 
1857, and died there in 1923. He was the son of James 
Millholland (see preceding biography).- 

Leaving Lafayette College in his sophomore year, Henry 
Millholland successfully served under his brother, James 
A. Millholland, as a mechanical engineer, in the construc- 
tion of the George’s Creek & Cumberland Railroad, in 
Maryland. Later he entered the service of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad at Altoona, where he remained for eight 
years. Upon leaving the Pennsylvania Railroad, he en- 
tered the drawing room of the Darling Valve and Manu- 
facturing Company at Williamsport, and here designed a 
gate valve that was subsequently patented by his com- 
pany in the United States and foreign countries, and is 
now in extensive use. 

It is a matter of record that during the siege of Jerus- 
alem, in 1918, the valves used’ in building the water line 
which followed the British Army into Jerusalem were 
made by the Darling Valve and Manufacturing Company. 
Quoting from “Municipal Engineéring,” issue of June, 
1918, “one of the remarkable achievements of the war, 


al 
i 
j 
/ 
/ 


Leach scales asia Ata adh lint AAGRSUtbNin sR nti a be deo AW nati tha bia Ana lei ddl ve nue 
4 
. 














Dhl ad hale ache arcs otter ieee teen 


358 


accomplished through American water works materials, 
was the capture of Palestine from the Turks. With the 
use of American-made pipes, pumps, valves and equip- 
ment, a ten inch pipe line was laid one hundred and fifty 
miles across the desert, supplying drinking water for 
troops, camels and munition trains. The pipe was car- 
ried in by camels, and water was made available for use 
as the pipe-laying progressed.” 

Later on, Mr. Millholland was the Philadelphia rep- 
resentative of the Darling Valve and Manufacturing Com- 
pany, which position he filled for fifteen years, until his 
death. 

JOSEPH LYBRAND STICHTER—Tracing the 
march of progress through the centuries forms one of the 
most instructive and inspiring occupations of the mind, 
and in every generation of American advance names of 
distinction have blazed a trail for others to follow. The 
middle-decades of the nineteenth century saw in Joseph 
Lybrand Stichter one of the most worthy and honored 
citizens of Pennsylvania. He gave to the name of Stichter, 
and to the city of Reading of which he was long a resident, 
a record of which any family or municipality might well 
be proud, and in his varied and constructive interests 
he contributed largely to the progress and prosperity of 
his time. 

(I) The name of Stichter originated in Germany, and 
Conrad Stichter, grandfather of Joseph L. Stichter, was 
the pioneer of the family in America, coming to this 
country in 1750. He later returned to the Fatherland to- 
go through the formalities of receiving a legacy, and the 
vessel upon which he embarked to return to this country 
was lost at sea with all on board. 

(II) Peter Stichter, son of Conrad Stichter, was born 
in Reading, in 1751, and at the age of sixteen entered the 
Continental Line in the Revolutionary War. He exper- 
ienced the terrible winter of 1777 at Valley Forge when 
only General Washington’s personal presence and inspira- 
tion held the little band together. 

(III) Joseph Lybrand Stichter, son of Peter Stichter, 
was born in Reading, in 1813, and died in 1884. Receiv- 
ing an education in the German and English schools of 
Reading, he was apprenticed to the iron and hardware 
trade at the age of fifteen years, serving in the store of 
Keim & Drenkle. In 1837 Mr. Stichter became a member 
of this firm, the title thereby becoming Keim & Stichter. 
Four years later James McKnight absorbed Mr. Keim’s 
interest and the form of the firm name was thereby 
changed to Stichter & McKnight. In 1858, after seventeen 
years of successful progress with Mr. McKnight, Mr. 
Stichter became sole owner of the enterprise and continued 
thus until 1871 when he admitted to partnership his son, 
Thomas D. Stichter, a biography of whom follows. From 
that time until the present the business has gone forward 
under the title of J. L. Stichter & Son, and has com- 
prised one of the most important and widely known en- 
terprises of its kind in the city of Reading. It stands 
upon the site originally owned by Conrad Weiser, the 
famous Indian trader and commissioner whose name 


forms an inseparable part of the history of Berks County. 
Conrad Weiser was an official interpreter between the 
Provincial Government and the Indians from 1731 to 1753 
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by appointment of the Provincial Governor of Pennsyl-. 
vania. The premises of the concern have always been 
at this location in East Penn Square, closely adjoining 
North Fifth Street. 

In every phase of community and general advance, Mr. 
Stichter took the deepest interest. In 1868 he was elected 
a director of the East Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
filling this office until his death. He was long a vice- 
president of the Berks County Agricultural Society, was 
one of the original members of the Reading Benevolent 
Society, and for many years its treasurer. He was iden- 
tified for some time with the National Guard of the State 
of Pennsylvania, and the title of colonel, by which he was 
known, was conferred upon him by Governor Geary, his 
commission dated June 12, 1871, as aide-de-camp, with 
the rank of colonel. Always deeply appreciative of music 
and the arts, Mr. Stichter did much to encourage like 
interests in Reading and vicinity. An occasion which 
bore fruit in lasting inspirational effect and which was 
conceived and directed by him was the Fourth of July 
celebration of the year 1869. He organized and trained 
a great chorus of seven hundred singers led by the Read- 
ing Maennerchor, and a great demonstration was held at 
the center square of Penn Street. No one who witnessed 
that occasion and heard the thrilling strains of voices and 
instruments ever forgot its significance and beauty. Mr. 
Stichter was a leading member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, and Past Master of Lodge No. 62, of which at 
his death he was the oldest member. In early life a 
member of the Trinity Lutheran Church, he joined the 
Episcopal Church in. 1833, and was frequently a deputy 
from the parish to the diocesan conventions, also for years 
church treasurer and vestryman. 


THOMAS DIEHL STICHTER, son of Joseph L. 
Stichter, was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, in 1846, and 
died in Reading, in 1892. He began his education in the 
public schools of Reading, after which he entered the 
University of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated with 
honors. He entered the hardware store of his father, 
Joseph L. Stichter, as a clerk, when he showed such ex- 
cellent business capacity that he was made a partner, the 
firm name becoming J. L. Stichter & Son. The business 
grew apace, and when his father died, in 1584, he assumed 
the entire management of the house and continued to do 
so until his death. 

Mr. Stichter was a member of the Sons of the Revo- 
lution, and of the board of directors of the Charles Evans 
Cemetery Company. He was a member of the vestry of 
Christ Episcopal Church, and an ardent worker in the 
Sunday school cause. He was actively connected with the 
erection of the new Home for Widows and Single 
Women, and a liberal patron of the same; treasurer of 
the Reading Benevolent Society; a director of the Second 
National Bank; a member of the Reading Library, Board 
of Trade, the Berks County Agricultural Society, and of 
Teutonia Lodge, No. 367, Free and Accepted Masons. 
Mr. Stichter was a Republican in politics, but with the 
exception of a term in Common Council from the Fourth 
Ward, he never held any office. He took a deep interest 
in the University Extension movement, organized here 
during the winter of 1892. A man of fine impulses and 
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lofty ideals, he was active in the management of benevolent 
enterprises and devoted to the advancement of morals, 
and whatever tended to the elevation of his fellow-men. 


ELMER E. WANNER-—In the death of Elmer E. 
Wanner, of Reading, in 1911, the business world saw the 
passing of one of its most honored and noteworthy mem- 
bers, for in local commercial affairs Mr. Wanner had 
won a position of more than passing distinction, An able 
executive and at all times alert. to the progress of his 
day, Mr. Wanner gave to his own enterprise the construc- 
tive effort which counts for permanent usefulness, while 
at the same time he felt and experienced a deep interest 
in every branch of worthy endeavor carried forward in 
the community. A man of genial spirit and open mind, 
he had countless friends and even among those casual 
acquaintances, whom he met in the course of business only 
occasionally, his outstanding qualities were appreciated and 
admired. Mr. Wanner’s life was an exemplary one and 
he was recognized by all as of the highest type of Amer- 
ican citizenship. His success was the more noteworthy 
in that it was achieved through his own efforts. 

(I) The Wanner family is one of distinction in Berks 

County, and Martin Wanner, great-great-grandfather of 
Elmer E. Wanner, came to America from the Palatinate 
in 1733, with a group of high-minded pioneers, who cros- 
sed the Atlantic on the ship “Samuel,” from Rotterdam, 
landing on this side on August 17th of that year. 
* (II) Peter Wanner, son of the pioneer, became a well 
known farmer in Colebrookdale Township. He married 
(first) Esther Rothermel, (second) Anna M. Schwartz, 
and (third) Magdalena (Rothermel) Dreibelbis. 

(III) John Wanner, son of Peter and Magdalena 
(Dreibelbis) Wanner, was born in Maidencreek Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 10, 1788. Early in 
life he became a resident of Ruscombmanor Township, 
and he also conducted extensive farming operations, gain- 
ing wide prominence in his chosen field of endeavor. He 
married Elizabeth Biehl, daughter of Christian Biehl, and 
they were the parents of twelve children: Marie Magda- 
lena, who became the wife of David Sharadin; Anna, 
wife of John Mertz; Ephraim; William, who married 
Elizabeth Deisher; John Daniel, who married Elizabeth 
Bower; Joel B., who married Louisa Zieber; Peter Chris- 
tian, of further mention; John Charles; Dr. Charles 
Herman, who married Hannah Hilbert; Elizabeth, wife 
of John Humbert; Amos B., who married Clementine C. 
Zieber; and Henry. 

(IV) Peter Christian Wanner, son of John and Elizabeth 
(Biehl) Wanner, was born in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
and became a largely-prosperous farmer, owning and oper- 
ating a fine farm near Kutztown. Active until late in 
life, he finally retired, and for a few years enjoyed the 
fruits of his former industry, then passed away in 1899, 
at the age of seventy-six years. He was a prominent 
Democrat, and a member of the Reformed Church. He 
married Sarah Moyer, who died at the age of sixty-one 
years in 1894, and both are buried in Kutztown. Their 
children were: John, who resides in the West; Elmer E., 
of further mention; Ellen, widow of Jacob Ziegler, and 
a resident of Reading; and Ida, wife of P. A. Metzgar, 
of Kutztown. 
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(V) Elmer E. Wanner, son of Peter Christian and 
Sarah (Moyer) Wanner, was born at the family home in 
Kutztown, in 1861, and died ct his residence in Reading, 
November 5, 1911. His education was begun in the public 
schools of Maxatawny Township, and he later entered 
Keystone State Normal School at Kutztown. Neither 
farming, nor professional activity appealed to the young 
man, for he was naturally gifted with business ability, 
and it was to commercial affairs that he fitst turned his 
attention. He secured a position in W. W. Sheridan’s 
Shoe Store, where he was active for two years as an 
employee, thereafter going to Indiana. In that State he 
located in Goshen, where his brother, John Wanner, was 
conducting a leather establishment and there he spent four 
years. In the course of that period Mr. Wanner gained 
a close familiarity with leather as a product, and in his 
later endeavors this experience was of great value to him. 
Upon his return to his native State, Mr. Wanner entered 
the employ of J. B. Schaeffer, a leading wholesale hat 
dealer of Reading, and for seventeen years he travelled 
throughout the State of Pennsylvania for that concern. 

On December 1, 1900, Mr. Wanner established his own 
interest, forming a partnership with A. J. Stief, under the 
firm name of Wanner & Stief. Locating at No. 605 Penn 
Street, they went forward in successful partnership until 
Mr. Wanner’s lamented death. In the development and 
constant extension of this interest Mr. Wanner was a lead- 
ing factor, and he possessed a genius for commercial affairs 
which carried him to large importance in this Cay Ale 
ways maintaining a business-life attitude of mind, and 
giving the closest attention to his work, Mr. Wanner com- 
manded the unqualified esteem and admiration of all who 
were familiar with his activities and those who were 
closely associated with him, both in his immediate or- 
ganization and in the many concerns with which he was 
affiliated in a business way, held him in the highest regard. 

In public affairs, Mr. Wanner shared the responsibilities 
of citizenship, although never choosing to accept the 
honors of public office. He was a loyal Democrat and 
a worker in the ranks of the party, but his chief activity 
for the public good was along charitable and benevolent 
lines. In work of this nature, he is well remembered by 
his cotemporaries of that day, and his unselfish spirit and 
beautiful Christian character still live as an inspiration to 
those who now “carry on.” Mr. Wanner was a member 
of Lodge No. 62, Free and Accepted Masons; and Lodge 
No. 115, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and 
was a well known member of the Americus Club. 

Elmer E. Wanner married, in Kutztown, Mary L. Frey, 
who was born in that place and still survives him. Mrs. 
Wanner is a daughter of James and Hannah (Brown) 
Frey, her father a prominent farmer and stockraiser, who 
dealt extensively in horses. He was for many years active 
in Richmond Township, and was one of the foremost 
citizens in that part of the State, widely famed for his 
love of fine horses and his success in his business activities. 
He died in Kutztown many years ago, and his wife died 
in February, 1923, at an advanced age. Both are buried 
there. They were members of the Lutheran Church, and 
Mr. Frey was a prominent Democrat. Mrs. Wanner is 
very active in the work of Trinity Lutheran Church, and 
devotes her time largely to charitable effort. She is es- 
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pecially interested in welfare work for orphans, and is 
untiring in her endeavors for the well-being and happiness 
of others. 


PETER BARBEY—More than a quarter of a cen- 
tury has passed since the death of Peter Barbey, of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, yet the activities of his lifetime and 


the benevolences of his later years when success had come 


to him in large measures, form an interesting part of the 
records of this city. Mr. Barbey, as so many young men 
of his generation did, came to America from his native’ 
Germany in his youth, and through his skill as a crafts- 
man, his energy as a worker, and his efficiency as a busi- 
ness executive, won his way to a leading position in the 
manufacturing affairs of a generation ago. His progress 
was parallel for many years with the growth and develop- 
ment of Reading, and in his passing he left to those among 
whom he had moved the memory of a genial spirit, loyal 
to every friendship and gracious to many groups of un- 
fortunaté people whose appeal to a man of large part 
comes with the command of duty. 

The Barbey family is one of long prominence in the 
Canton of Bergzabern, Rhinepfalz, Bavaria, where genera- 
tion after generation won success in business and manu- 
facturing affairs. Christopher Barbey, Mr. Barbey’s fath- 
er, was a representative member of this family, and trained 
his sons to ambition, thrift and patriotism, encouraging 
the virtues which are admired in every land and teaching 
them gainful occupations. 

Peter Barbey was born in Dierbach, Canton of Berg- 
zabern, Rhinepfalz, Bavaria, November 9, 1825. At- 
tending the excellent schools of his native land until the 
age of fourteen years, Mr. Barbey thereby laid practical 
and enduring foundations for his business career and gained 
the inspiration so readily to be won from the wholesome 
competition of the schoolroom, which counts for success 
in the mature years of a man’s career. A number of 
years of industrial activity followed, both in France and 
Germany, the German custom of sending youths out into 
other fields of breadth of experience also contributing to 
his exhaustive preparation for his life-work. At the age 
of twenty-one years, Mr. Barbey entered a cavalry regi- 
ment in the German Imperial Army, where he spent four 
years as required, then, at the expiration of his term, he 
emigrated to the United States. Spending a number of 
years in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Mr. Barbey 
was employed in various capacities there, then coming 
to Reading, joined a countryman, Frederick Lauer, in 
manufacturing interests. It was in the year 1860 that 
Mr. Barbey’s independent activities began, and he con- 
tinued in manufacturing affairs until his death, which 
occurred in 1897. His success early made him a figure 
of prominence in the city of Reading and the world of 
finance, as well as the manufacturing activities of the city 
commanded his time and attention. He became one cf 
the founders of the Keystone National Bank in 1883, and 
in this important stride forward in the financial progress 
of the city became a public benefactor. Upon the incep- 
tion of the institution, Mr. Barbey was made a director 
and continued in this office until his death. Although he 
neither desired or accepted any more active offices in the 
organization, his influence for its growth and progress 


was strong and constructive and the force of his personal- 
ity carried substantial weight in the gaining of the con- 
fidence of the people. In other branches of human en- 
deavor Mr. Barbey filled a widely useful part. A Demo- 


’ crat by political faith, he never accepted office but was 


a loyal worker for the progress of the party. His charities 
and benevolencés were wide and gencrous, although from 
his own lips little was known, and it was only in the 
hearts of his beneficiaries that they were fully appreciated. 
Fraternally he was identified with Teutonia Lodge, No. 
368, Free and Accepted Masons, of which he was a Past 
Master; and Germania Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

Peter Barbey married Rosina Kuntz, daughter of Philip 
Kuntz, of Rhenish, Bavaria, and their children were: 
Katrina, who died in infancy; and John, a biography of 
whom follows. 


JOHN BARBEY—An outstanding figure in the world 
of finance of Reading, Pennsylvania, is John Barbey, 
who, as a successful manufacturer for many years, has 
more recently devoted his attention to finance and to those 
interests of a benevolent or fraternal nature for which 
a busy life leaves but scant leisure. Mr. Barbey is a 
native of the State of Pennsylvania and a member of an 
old and distinguished German family, his father the pioneer 
in this country. He is a grandson of Christopher Barbey, 
of the Canton of Bergzabern, Rhinepfalz, Bavaria, and 
a son of Peter Barbey, who was born in Dierbach, in 
that Canton, November 9, 1825, died in Reading, in 1897, 
and whose life is reviewed in the preceding biography. 

John Barbey, son of Peter and Rosina (Kuntz) Barbey, 
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 19, 1850. 
Four years of age when the family residence was removed 
to Reading. Mr. Barbey was reared in this city and 
procured his education in local institutions, including a 
business college course. Following the completion of his 
studies Mr. Barbey became associated with his father in 
manufacturing interests, and bore a part in the adminis- 
tration of the elder man’s affairs. In 1880 he became a 
partner in the concern which was thence forward known 
as P. Barbey & Son, and this name has been retained 
throughout the years until the present time, although the 
death of the founder, Peter Barbey, occurred in the year 
1897. Since that date John Barbey has been executive 
head of the organization and has carried it to large suc- 
cess. More definitely important to the community, per- 
haps, is Mr. Barbey’s activity in the world of finance, and 
he is an official of various local institutions, including 
the Keystone Bank, the Farmers’ Bank, and the Colonial 
Trust Company. In the growth and development of these 
bulwarks of the economic life of the people, Mr. Barbey 
has been a loyal and efficient supporter, his ability as 
an administrator of business affairs counting materially 
in their progress. He has also, for many years, held sub- 
stantial financial interest in various industrial organiza- 
tions, his influence thereby reaching into many lines of 
production. Since the year 1876, Mr. Barbey has been 


fraternally affiliated with the Masonic Order, now holding 
the thirty-second degree, also membership in Chandler 
- Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons, and Reading 
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Commandery, No. 42, Knights Templar, of which he was 
Eminent Commander in 1886. 

John Barbey married Mary Ellen Garst, daughter of 
George W. Garst, of Reading, for many years a well 
known building contractor. Mr, and Mrs. Barbey have 
seven children, six daughters and a son, John. 





BURT HUGH MacGREGOR—Meeting a daily 
and ever recurring need of the people in the mercan- 
tile advance of Reading, Pennsylvania, Burt Hugh 
MacGregor holds a noteworthy position in present- 
day advance as proprietor and manager of the retail 
shoe business formerly conducted by E. M. Brandt. 
Mr. MacGregor took up his activities in this con- 
nection several years ago, and he has won the esteem 
and confidence of the people, his cordial manner be- 
ing based on a genuine attitude of sincere friendliness 
which is winning him success. He is a son of Burton 
Benjamin and Harriet (Cronk) MacGregor, and a 
descendant of honored Scottish antecedents. The 
father, who is now deceased, was an honored citizen 
of Detroit, Michigan, and the mother still survives, 
residing in New York City. Harriet (Cronk) Mac- 
Gregor was the great-granddaughter of Hiram Cronk, 
of Revolutionary fame. 

Burt Hugh MacGregor was born in Rome, Macomu 
County, Michigan, October 12, 1878. Receiving his 
early education in the public schools of Detroit, Michi- 
gan, he was graduated from the Detroit High School 
in the class of 1895. From that time forward he has 
been interested in the retail shoe business, his first 
activity having been with L. N. Valpey, of Detroit, 
in the capacity of parcel boy. Thus beginning at the 
bottom of the ladder, Mr. MacGregor rose by degrees 
as he gained experience, and after five years with 
the first employer he went to New York City, where 
he secured a position as clerk for Andrew Alexander, 
a prominent shoe dealer of the metropolis. Remain- 
ing there for a similar period, he was obliged to give 
up work of this kind on account of failing health and 
went to Nome, Alaska, to recuperate. The rugged 
out-door life promised to restore him fully to health, 
and remaining for a year and a half he then returned 
to New York City and to his former line of activity. 
He became associated with the Sorosis Shoe Com- 
pany as assistant manager, remaining eleven years in 
their New York headquarters, then accepting the 
office of manager of two of the same concern’s stores 
in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Ably filling 
this responsible position for four years, Mr. Mac- 
Gregor then came to Reading, in September, 1913, 
and accepted the managership of the store conducted 
by Farr Brothers & Company, also acquiring a con- 
Siderable financial interest in the enterprise. Thus 
affliated for nearly ten years, Mr. MacGregor then 
bought out E. M. Brandt, a long established shoe 
dealer of Reading, and has since conducted this 
enterprise along the most progressive lines. He makes 
a point of carrying a very considerable variety in 
the way of shoe specialties of one kind or another, 
and his enterprise is particularly appreciated by 


Customers who are obliged to have especially fitted 
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footwear. Mr. MacGregor’s pleasing personality and 
cordial interest in every customer have been the means 
of developing widely the scope of this business and 
he holds a leading position in his field in Berks 
County. His further affiliations in the business world 
include a directorship in the People’s Trust Company, 
of Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, and he is a well known 
Republican in political affairs, although never an 
office-seeker. During the Spanish-American War, Mr. 
MacGregor served for one year as a member of 
Company B, First Provisional Regiment, New York 
National Guard. Fraternally he is widely prominent, 
being a member of Lodge No. 9, Free.and Accepted 
Masons, of Philadelphia; Reading Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he holds the thirty- 
second degree; also is a member of the entertain- 
ment committee of this order; Lu Lu Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Phila- 
delphia; Neversink Forest, No. 32, Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon, of Reading, of which he is chairman of the 
entertainment committee; and Reading Lodge, No. 
115, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of 
which he also acts as chairman of the entertainment 
committee. He is a member of the Reading Country 
Club; chairman of music of Reading Fair Company; 
member of the Reading Automobile Club; and a 
member of the Wheelman’s Club. A director of the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce, Mr. MacGregor also 
is a director of the Lions Club, of Reading, and at- 
tends St. Barnabas Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Burt Hugh MacGregor married, in New York, 
August 5, 1905, Minnie E. Palmatier, daughter of 
Daniel I. and Catharine (Cassidy) Palmatier, her 
father, who is now deceased, an engineer on the New 
York Central Railroad during his active lifetime, but 
the mother still survives him and resides with her 
son. Mr. and Mrs. MacGregor are the parents of 
two sons: George Herbert, born December 10, 1908; 
and Daniel Wilbert, born September 5, 1910. The 
MacGregor residence is at No. 1371 Perkiomen 
Avenue, Reading. 


JAMES SHAABER ROLAND—The life history 
of James Shaaber Roland is one of those records which 
add definitely to the sum of human happiness and bear 
direct relation to the well-being of the people. Mr. Roland 
has devoted his time and attention to various branches of 
endeavor, and in his present activity as resident secretary 
and steward of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 


Elks Home, he is meeting the needs of a worthy group 
Mr. Roland is a son of James M. and Aman- 


of people. 
da P. Roland, both now deceased. 


; 
" a 
NC ees nn he ot Rr Ks ate Ol Nel egnin ne ae aes ds 2 tne ak 


wtb Wind ran taste 


na Moh ts 


LE Ter Oaee Te eT tet aT G 


<meta ie Nake He Mbt i i Anh le his 4 dn dealin, cabbie nh orca thon rb Ment 


James Shaaber Roland was born in Reading, Sep- / 


tember 26, 1865. Receiving his education in the local 


institutions, he entered the business world upon the com- | 


pletion of the high school course. His first activity was 
in the same institution, with which he is now connected 
in the capacity of manager, and he fulfilled the duties of 
this position until 1911. At that time he established him- 
self in the spring water business and developed a promis- 
ing route in Reading, but this interest not proving proiit- 
able, he closed it out. Associating himself in the Carpenter 

















a a a a a ede 


362 


Steel Company in the capacity of foreman, he was thus 
engaged for a period of six years. On January 11, 1924,’ 
Mr. Roland accepted the position of resident secretary 
and steward of the Elks Home, and he is bearing the 
responsibilities of this position ably and well. He still 
holds his affiliation with the industrial world as president 
of the Foreman’s & Sub Foreman’s Association of the 
Carpenter Steel Company. During the World War, Mr. 
Roland was very active in civic and patriotic endeavors 
and bore a particularly commendable part in-the activities. 
carried on at the plant of the Carpenter Stecl Company, 
which contributed to the success of the many home 
movements of the times. Mr. Roland’s connection with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is one of 
the most important phases of his career, for he was a 
charter member of this organization, and has held every 
office in the order except secretary and treasurer. Joining 
the lodge at its inception in 1889, he has given largely 
of his time and energies to promote its success and to 
extend and firmly establish the spirit of its work. He is 
one of the loyal and progressive members of this splendid 
body of benevolent citizens, and his work in behalf of 
the organization deserves the highest praise. Mr. Roland 
is a member of the North East Republican Club, and a 
worker in the ranks of the party. “He finds his relaxation 
in out-of-door sports and is particularly interested in 
rowing and baseball. His religious affiliation is with the 
Lutheran Church. 

James Shaaber Roland married, in 1888, in Reading, 
Catherine S. Fritz, daughter of Samuel and Emma Fritz, 
both now deceased. 


HAROLD C. BLANKENBILLER—In the busi- 
ness world of Berks County the name of Harold C. 
Blankenbiller is one of more than usual prominence, for 
in his extensive activities along real estate and insurance 
lines the hand of the able and broadly-efficient executive 
is recognized. Mr. Blankenbiller is a young man of broad 
vision and tireless energy, whose identification with any 
project or enterprise is considered, among those closely 
associated with him, as a force for its progress. He 
stands among the leaders of the younger group of busi- 
ness executives in Reading. 

(1) The name of Blankenbiller is an old one in Berks 
County, and came to this country from Europe. Johan 
Georg Blankenbiller was the pioneer of the family in 
America, landing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 
7, 1755, and on the same date taking the oath of allegi- 
ance to the Colonies. He crossed the ocean on the ship 
“Neptune,” under the command of Captain George Smith. 

(11) Jacob Blankenbiller, son of Johan G. Blankenbil- 
ler, became a prosperous farmer of Berks County, main- 
taining extensive agricultural operations in Cumru Town- 
ship. He and his wife, Dolly (Fitterling) Blankenbiller, 
were both members of the Lutheran congregation of the 
Allegheny Church. Their children were: George; Jacob, 
of whom further; David; Dolly, wife of John Rathman; 
Elizabeth, wife of Dietrich Heitzman; Peter; Catherine, 
wife of William Remp; Polly, wife of Solomon Weidman; 
Isaac; ahd Susan, wife of Jacob Artz. 

(III) Jacob Blankenbiller, second son of Jacob and 
Dolly (Fitterling) Blankenbiller, was born in Cumru 


“nection with the company. 
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Township, Pennsylvania, April 23, 1803, and lived to the 
age of nearly ninety-two years, passing away March 19, 
1895. A largely-prosperous farmer, he owned two hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres in Spring Township, which 
was later divided into three tracts. As a leading member 
of the community he wielded wide influence for good, 
and his religious affiliation was with the United Brethren 
Church, of which he was an official. He was buried in 
that churchyard in Sinking Spring. He married Anna 
Maria Weidman, who was born January 18, 1805, and 
lived to the age of eighty-three years, passing away March 
3, 1888. Their children were: Elias W., of whom further; 
Maria, wife of Henry Mosser, of Reading; Katharine; 
Elizabeth, wife of Isaac Moyer, of Reading; and Jacob, 
who married Emma Hinnershitz, their children being 
Eulalia, Cordelia and Pruella. 

(IV) Elias W. Blankenbiller, son of Jacob and Anna 
Maria (Weidman) Blankenbiller, was born in Cumru 
Township, Pennsylvania, September 23, 1833, and his death 
occurred April 12, 1898. His active years were devoted to 
farming on a very considerable scale, but in 1896 he retired 
and the last two years of his life were devoted to the 
interests of leisure. A very religious man, he was one of 
the well known exhorters or local preachers of the United 
Brethren Church, of Sinking Spring, but later was iden- 
tified with the Salem Evangelical Church, of Moknton, 
in which he was a leading figure. He married “Amanda 
Brunner, daughter of Henry Brunner, of Reinhold’s Sta- 
tion, Lancaster County, this State. -Amanda (Brunner). 
Blankenbiller was born August 11, 1840. The children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Blankenbiller were: Harry B.; Emma, wiie 
of Levi Miller; Ezra; Daniel B., of whom further; Edwin; 
Ella; William B. 

(V) Daniel B. Blankenbiller, son of Elias W. and 
Amanda (Brunner) Blankenbiller, was born in Sinking 
Spring, Berks County, Pennsylvania, June 1, 1871. Fol- 
lowing his attendance at the local public schools, he 
learned the trade of cigar maker at Reinhold’s Station, 
then after following this trade for about three years he 
entered the employ of J. H. Spatz & Company, where 
he learned the hatter’s trade. It was in 1888 that he 
became identified with this concern and he remained for 
thirteen years, taking charge of the packing and shipping 
departments after five years of experience in their employ, 
and continuing in that capacity until he severed his con- 
In 1901, in association with 
his older brother, Harry B. Blankenbiller, Daniel B. 
Blankenbiller engaged in the general merchandize business, 
opening a small store in West Reading. Together the 
brothers developed a largely prosperous business, indeed, 
by many it was considered one of the‘leading business 
enterprises of this section. They were active under the 
firm name of Blankenbiller Brothers and continued thus 
until 1913, when Daniel B. Blankenbiller established him- 
self in the real estate and insurance business at No. 508 
Penn Avenue, West Reading. This venture prospered 
from the beginning and Mr. Blankenbiller became one of 
the influential figures in the economic progress of the 
community along insurance lines, while his brokerage ac- 
tivities and development work in the real estate field 
became a significant force for advance throughout the 
community. Mr. Blankenbiller is still at the head of this 
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interest, and in 1923 received his son, Harold C. Blanken- 
biller, into the firm as 2 partner, the business now being 
known under the title of D. B. Blankenbiller & Son, Real 
Estate and Insurance. Daniel B. Blankenbiller is a leading 
figure in local public affairs, a loyal Republican in his 
political convictions, and a worthy citizen. He was ap- 
pointed by Governor Martin G. Brumbaugh as notary 
public, and has also served for seven years as public 
school director of the West Reading School. He is a 
prominent member and an official of the Ebenezer Evan- 
gelical Church, of Reading. 

Daniel B. Blankenbiller married, August 17, 1895, Deb- 
bie S. Krick, born August 3, 1874, a daughter of Harrison 
and Elizabeth (Spatz) Krick. Mrs. Blankenbiller is a 
granddaughter of Jonathan Krick, of Kricktown, Spring 
Township, and this family is also one of note in Berks. 
County. Daniel B. and Debbie S. (Krick) Blankenbiller 
are the parents of three sons: Paul D., born November 
25, 1896, died July 14, 1912; Harold C., of whom further; 
and Norman H., born January 30, 1906. 

(VI) Harold C. Blankenbiller, son of Daniel B. and 
Debbie S. (Krick) Blankenbiller, was born in Mohnton, 
Pennsylvania, January 23, 1901. The family removing 
within the year to West Reading, he entered the public 
schools of this section, later also entering Keystone In- 
stitute, and eventually completed his studies at Schuylkill 
Seminary, Reading. Upon the completion of his studies, 
Mr. Blankenbiller entered the employ of the American 
Boron Products Company, and after three years of ac- 
tivity in this connection became identified with the Volk- 
mar Motor Company, where he continued for about three 
years, and was advanced to large responsibility. In 1923 
he identified himself with his father in the real estate and 
insurance business, forming the firm of D. B. Blankenbil- 
ler & Son, Real Estate and Insurance, which at that time 
established offices at their present address No. 508 Penn 
Avenue, West Reading. Mr. Blankenbiller has given con- 
vincing evidence of his future ability and his progressive 
attitude, and those who know him best are most confident 
of his future success and his ever-larger usefulness. A 
Republican in his political convictions, Mr. Blankenbiller 
was appointed a notary public by Governor William G, 
Sproul, in January, 1922, and his prominence as a business 
man and as a citizen will unquestionably increase with the 
passing of the years. He is a member of the Ebenezer 
Evangelical Church, of Reading, also an official of this 
church. 

Harold C. Blankenbiller married, April 2, 1920, Wilna 
C. Mosser, born in Adamstown, Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania, December 1, 1899. Mrs. Blankenbiller is a 
daughter of Augustus S. and Minnie C. Mosser. Harold 

C. and Wilna C. (Mosser) Blankenbiller are the parents 
of one son, Harold Mosser, born February 24, 1924. 





ADOLPH KRAEMER, born in Alsace, France, in 
1877, son of Joseph and Balbina (Baumeau) Kraemer, 
was only four years of age when his parents, in 1881, 
emigrated to America, locating in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, and after one year’s residence in the “Quaker City” 
they removed to the city of Reading. 

After his parents had settled in Reading, on arrival at 


the stated age, Adolph Kraemer was sent to attend St. 
Paul’s Parochial School. He supplemented his education 
with a course at Brunner’s Commercial College in Reading, 
a course in the Scranton International Correspondence 
Schools, and a course at the Bard of Avon Literary In- 
stitute, Canada. He learned the printing trade at W. 
Rosenthal’s printing establishment, 710 Penn Street, Read- 
ing. At the age of eighteen he engaged in the printing 
business on his own account at the home of his parents, 
who then lived at No. 621 Moss Street, Reading. He 
yarried on. his business at that location for three years, 
and then removed to larger and more advantageous quar- 
ters at No. 236 North Ninth Street, Reading, where he 
continued the business until 1919. In addition to the 
pursuit of printing, Mr. Kraemer, from youth on, engaged 
in the study of literature and the science of natural philo- 
sophy, and within the past ten years the study and re- 
search of Astrology relative to its effect upon human 
beings. In 1919 he temporarily abandoned the mechanical 
department of his business that he might execute a com- 
mission, under a two-year contract, for writing a series 
of short stories for a special feature syndicate. The con- 
tract fulfilled, Mr. Kraemer re-entered the printing busi- 
ness, locating his establishment at No. 836 Elm Street, 
Reading, where he since has conducted a commercial print- 
ing and private publishing plant and offices. 

Recently he entered into association with a number of 
correspondents throughout the United States for the or- 
ganization of the LaRue Publishing Service “for the pur- 
pose of creating and publishing a series of monthly ‘Realife 
Stories’ in book form.” Mr. Kraemer is the author of 
many short stories and several novels, including “The 
Vernon Case” and “The Green Blur,” mystery stories; 
he is also author and publisher of “Nothing Else Matters,” 
comprising “a chart of the stars of characteristics, cards 
of destiny, an Astrological Master Code with key tables, 
and a book of “Philosophical Divinations Relative to 
Vital Human Life Questions.” Mr. Kraemer is also the 
author of “The Bachelors of Gladwyn,” episodes of war- 
time experiences of seven young bachelors and a master 
mind, now being published. 

During the World War Mr. Kraemer patriotically entered 
the service of the United States Government as a salesman 
in the Liberty Loan bond campaign; he was a member of 
the federal intelligence-investigation secret service depart- 
ment, and a member of the Pennsylvania Volunteer “Four- 
Minute” Men and Vigilantes. 

Mr. Kraemer is a member of St. Paul’s Church, 
Reading. He is also a member of the European Clan, 
Students of Natural Philosophy; the Board of Avon Insti- 
tute Literary Brotherhood, Canada; International Fellow- 
ship of Correspondents, Versailles, France; National Geo- 
graphic Society; the Standard Education Society; the Man- 
hattan Bohemians of New York; the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, of which he has been a trustee for ten years; the 
Reading Eagles’ Home Company, of which he has been 
a trustee for ten years; the Reading Society; Twentieth 
Century Quakers, Incorporated, of which he has been a 
trustee for eleven years; the Catholic Literary and Social 
Union; Bonifacius Beneficial Brotherhood; Wyomissing 
Council, No. 1584, Royal Arcanum; Typographical Union, 
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No. 86; the Ivy Leaf Association; Washington Fire Com- 
pany; Washington Firemen’s Relief Association; and the 
Berks County Firemen’s Relief Association. 

Mr. Kraemer married, September 2, 1897, Mary Louise 
Ott, who was born in Reading in 1879, and died September 
27, 1924, daughter of the late Magnus and Josephine Ott. 
To them were born five children: Louise M.; Marie A.; 
Gertrude L., who married Carl F. Billinger; Theresa B.; 
Herman J. 


AMMON H. MELL—A prominent manufacturer of | 


Reading is Ammon H. Mell, who, in conjunction with 
Charles Redcay, established in a modest way a _ hosiery 
manufactory which has grown steadily and surely with the 
years, and has thus amply repaid the energy, foresight and 
business ability of its founders. 

Ammon H. Mell was born in Alsace Township, Pennsyl- 
vania, February 24, 1892, a son of William F. and Mary 
(Hinnershitz) Mell, the father being a carpenter by trade. 
Mr. Mell’s education was acquired in the grade schools 
of Reading, following which he attended the night high 
school for two years. Upon the compietion of his scholastic 
work, in 1913, he started upon his career as an industrialist 
by obtaining rooms in the rear of No. 763 North Twelfth 
Street, and there establishing the hosiery manufactory. 
Associated with him in this venture was Charles Redcay, 
and the industry and application to the business evinced 
by the organizers soon reaped its own reward. Two years 
later, in 1915, the business was moved to larger quarters 
at No. 805 North Twelfth Street, and here it remained 
until 1919, when a steady growth of the enterprise necessi- 
tated yet another removal. The firm found adequate quar- 
ters at No. 1128 Robeson Street, where the business is 
being carried on at the present time (1925), under the 
now well-known firm name of Redcay & Mell, Hosiery 
Manufacturers. 

Fraternally, Mr. Mell has been very active. He is an 
active and infiuential member of Reading Lodge, No. 155, 
Loyal Order of Moose; Randall Council, Order of Inde- 
pendent Americans; St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Rajah Temple, Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, and other Masonic bodies of the higher degrees; 
a member of the Temple Club; and Reading Lodge, No. 
115, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Mr. Mell 
and his family are members of St. Thomas’ Reformed 
Church. 

Ammon H. Mell was married at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
November 21, 1913, to Gertrude Redcay, a daughter of 
Michael K. and Agnes (Fisher) Redcay. Two children 
have been born of this union: Thelma and Lillian. The 
family residence is at No. 1038 North Eleventh Street, 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 


DR. SAMUEL GOCKLEY BURKHOLDER— 
The life-work of Dr. Samuel Gockley Burkholder has 
been closely allied with public health activities of the 
State of Pennsylvania, in various sections of which 
he has been identified with professional advance. 
His record is one of wide usefulness, and his achieve- 
ments number him with leading professional men 
of this State. He has for some eighteen years been 
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active in practice in Reading, and now fills a respons- 
ible position in the community. He is a son of 
George and Elizabeth Burkholder, his father a farmer 
by occupation, prominent in Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania, throughout his lifetime. 

Dr.. Samuel. Gockley Burkholder was born near 
Brickersville, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, March 
12, 1871. Beginning his education in the public 
schools, he later attended Millersville State Normal 
School in his native county, then entered Ontario 
Veterinary School, from which he was graduated in 
the class of 1891, thereafter taking up his professional 
preparations at Harvey Medical College, at Chicago, 
Illinois, from which institution he was graduated in 
1898. Devoting two years of post-graduate studies 
to similar lines of work, he was graduated from 
the Medical Department of the Northwestern Univ- 
ersity, in Chicago, in 1900. Still further post-gradu- 
ate work was covered over a six months’ course at 
the Polyclinic Hospital, at Philadelphia, in 1912, and 
for this course Dr. Burkholder had the advantage of 
some years of experience. His career was begun 
in 1891, following his graduation from veterinary 
school, and for five years he was active in this field 
at Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Ap- 
pointed Federal meat inspector by the Department of 
Agriculture of the United States Bureau of Animal 
Industry, on January 1, 1897, Dr. Burkholder served 
in the work of the bureau at Chicago from that date 
until November 30, 1898, then was given charge of 


_the affairs of the bureau at Nashville, Tennessee. 


Later resigning from the Federal service, he was 
then appointed professor of the chair of meat and 
milk inspection on the faculty of McKillip Veterinary 
College, at Chicago, for the scholastic years of 1898- 
99 and 1899-1900. During the latter school year he 
also held the chair of Comparative Anatomy, at 
Harvey Medical College, in Chicago. In 1900, fol- 
lowing his graduation from the Northwestern Uni- 
versity Medical School, Dr. Burkholder entered upon 
the practice of medicine at Rothsville, Lancaster 
County, for about five years. Coming to Reading 
in 1905, he has since practiced with large and increas- 
ing success in this city, and has won a position of 
prominence now commanding the esteem of his co- 
temporaries in the profession, as well as the people 
generally. For a number of years he has served on 
the staff of St. Joseph’s Hospital, of Reading, and 
he bears a part in all professional advance. He is 
a member of the American Medical Association, also 
Pennsylvania State Medical Association, Berks Coun- 
ty and Reading Medical associations, and fraternally 
is affiliated with Lodge No. 62, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Sovereign Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading; Friendship 
Commandery, No. 247, Ancient and Illustrious Order 
Knights of Malta; Tadmore Siesta, No. 77, P. B.; 
Reading Lodge, Modern Woodmen of America, of 
which he is medical examiner; Reading Nest, No. 
1861, Order of Owls; and Reading Lodge, No. 16, 
Fraternal Order of Reindeers, of which he is medical 
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examiner. Dr. Burkholder is a prominent member 
of the University Club, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Burkholder married, at Denver, Pennsylvania, 
October 9, 1900, Rebecca Gaul Smith, daughter of 
Jacob and Emma Smith, and they have one daugh- 
ter, Emily Smith Burkholder, born July 25, 1909. 
The family are members of the Lutheran Church, 
and reside at No. 613 Walnut Street, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania. 





D. MILTON BOBST—Varied and important lines 
of construction work have engaged the attention of D. 
Milton Bobst for many years and for some eight years or 
more he has been independently active. Mr. Bobst is a 
practical man and an able business executive; accordingly, 
his progress has become a matter of general recognition 
and he stands among the leaders in his field today. He 
is a son of Samuel and Lydia (Helfrich) Bobst, his father 
a hauling contractor in Reading, who died at the age of 
forty-nine years. The mother lived to the age of sixty- 
seven years. 

D. Milton Bobst was born in Reading, November 25, 
1865. His education was received in the local public 
schools, and as a young man he was active in various 
positions, working by the day for a considerable time, then 
secured a position on the old horse-car line as driver and 
conductor. In this connection he was active for seventeen 
years, then became identified with Feht & O’Rorke, a lead- 
ing firm of street paving contractors at that time. They 
were engaged in various branches of construction work in 
addition to paving, and in this general field Mr. Bobst 
gained wide and practical experience as well as a working 
knowledge of this general line of endeavor. In 1916 he 
engaged in similar activities for himself and has since filled 
many important contracts in road construction. He has 
built some of the finest parkways which now radiate from 
the city of Reading, and also does a very extensive business 
in grading, sodding and the mechanical branches of land- 
scape work. He has a very complete modern equipment, 
including machinery of various kinds and several large 
automobile trucks, and his services are in constant demand 
in his general field. As a worthy man and a citizen, Mr. 
Bobst holds the confidence and esteem of the entire com- 
munity and is numbered among the successful and pro- 
gressive men of the day. He is a Democrat by political 
affiliation; a member of the Ancient and Illustrious Order 
of the Knights of Malta; and the Union Fire Company. 

D. Milton Bobst married (first) Mary Drexel, who died, 
leaving two children: Jennie and Walter. He married 

(second) Kate Barth. The Bobst residence is located at 
No. 513 Seventeen and One-Half Street, Reading. 





LE VAN BOLLINGER—Prominently identified with 
present day advance in Berks County, Pennsylvania, as a 
leading insurance executive of Reading, Le Van Bollinger 
is numbered among the successful young men of this 
county. His preparations for a career included courses at 
leading schools, and his natural qualifications for work of 
this character will, unquestionably, carry him to a high 
position in hig chosen field. Mr. Bollinger is a son of Cyrus 
and Ellen (Le Van) Bollinger, his father active for many 
years in the flour business, now retired. 


Le Van Bollinger was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
November 24, 1889. Receiving his early education in the 
public schools of his birthplace, he later attended Phillips- 
Andover Academy, at Andover, Massachusetts, and is also 
a graduate of the Biltmore Forestry School. His activities 
have followed the general line of life insurance from 1919, 
and he now serves as general agent for the Reliance Life 
Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Mr. Bol- 
linger’s energy in his work and his judicious handling of 
the responsibilities connected therewith place him among 


‘the thoroughly representative and noteworthy business ex- 


ecutives of the day in Reading, and he commands the 
esteem and confidence of his co-temporaries in insurance 
circles as well as the people generally. During the World 
War Mr. Bollinger served in the Second Officers’ Training 
Camp, at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, from the year 1917 
until the close of hostilities. He is affiliated socially with 
the Berkshire Country Club, the Wyomissing Club, Penn 
Wheelmen Club and University Club. Mr. Bollinger is 
further identified as president of the Laureldale Cemetery 
Company. He resides at No. 1321 Good Street, Reading, 


Pennsylvania. 





FRED W. WELLER—Along important and local 
lines of construction activity, Fred W. Weller, of Reading, 
is holding high rank, for his achievements in this branch 
of present-day activity are of large importance. Mr. Weller 
is a man of comprehensive ability and looks upon life and 
its affairs from a rational and lofty viewpoint. His work 
reveals the sincerity of spirit which in any field and under 
any circumstance counts for the success of the individual 
and the welfare of the people. Mr. Weller is a son of 
David H. Weller, who was a well known veterinary surgeon 
of his day, living to an advanced age and doing great 
good in the realm of animal husbandry. He died at the 
age of seventy-nine years, after a long and eminently hon- 
orable career. The mother, Caroline (Weasner) Weller, is 
still living at an advanced age, and is a resident of West 
Reading. 

Fred W. Weller was born in District Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, November 8, 1864. Receiving his 
early education in the local schools, he was active in farm- 
ing until the age of twenty-five years, then went to Potts- 
town, Pennsylvania, where he peddled milk for a number 


_of years. Thereafter removing to Phoenixville, also in this 


State, he engaged in the cement business, and gaining a 
fund of practical experience, came to Reading in 1903. 
Here Mr. Weller established himself as a cement contractor 
and carried that interest forward for a period of fifteen 
years. He has since been active in the coal business, while 
still retaining his interest in construction affairs. These 
varied activities have given Mr. Weller a general outlook 
over current affairs and conditions in the business world, 
and he is considered one of the leading commercial execu- 
tives of Reading. He is deeply interested in all that per- 
tains to present-day advance, but entirely in a non-official 
way, holding few affiliations not closely in line with his 
work. 

Fred W. Weller married (first) Amanda Bierfield, who 
died at the age of thirty-two years, leaving four children: 
Harvey, Howard, Gertrude, and Laura. Mr. Weller mar- 
ried (second) Elizabeth F. Weller, daughter of Gideon 
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Weller, and they are the parents of one daughter, Media. 
The Weller family residence is in Reading, Pennsylvania. 


DANIEL NICHOLAS ALBRIGHT—The life 
history of Daniel Nicholas Albright is a record of interest- 
ing and useful activities, inspired by natural genius and 
pursued with practical and ever progressive endeavors. 
Mr. Albright has risen to success in a realm of activity 
recently brought into existence, for his work has been in 
the automobile world since the opening of the present 
century. He is a son of Joseph Albright, who died in the 
early nineties, removing from the city of Reading a man 
of marked ability and devoted spirit. He was a wheel- 
wright by occupation, and taught this trade to his son, 
conducting his shop in Reading, and both his sons, Daniel 
N. and William, assisted him for years in his business 
operations. The mother, Margaret Albright, survived her 
husband for a long period of time, passing away in 1920. 

Daniel Nicholas Albright was born in Kutztown, May 
30, 1862. His education was received in the public schools 
of Kutztown and Reading. With the practical outlook 
upon life which has carried him to success, Mr. Albright 
made the most of his opportunities in the general course 
of working at his trade, and in the early eighties he estab- 
lished himself in an independent business interest. He 
manufactured wagons, carriages and sleighs, developing an 
important business and building many of the handsome 
‘horse-drawn vehicles for which the closing years of the 
nineteenth century were notable. The early introduction 
of the automobile found Mr. Albright a man alert to the 
progress of the hour. In association with Ed. Ammon, he 
built, in 1900, a single-cylinder gas engine automobile, with 
three wheels, two in the rear and one in front. The drive 
was in one rear wheel, and Mr. Albright thereby gained 
the distinction of manufacturing and driving the first auto- 
mobile ever seen on the streets of Reading. It is needless 
to say, perhaps, that great crowds followed his progress on 
every occasion when Mr. Albright took this novel, self- 
propelled vehicle out and drove it. He still owns the ma- 
chine, which in the present age of high-powered motor 
cars, less than a quarter of a century later, is a remarkable 
evidence of the magnitude and importance of the vehicle 
-which now dominates both commerce and pleasure. Mr. 
Albright has given his attention principally to unusual or 
special branches of automobile production, and he built the 
first ice-cream wagons in America, of which he sold great 

numbers in many different cities. For about ten years he 

has devoted his attention exclusively to body-building and 
painting, and his work is considered of the finest in this 
particular realm. Mr. Albright is a Democrat in his politi- 
cal affiliations, but never an aspirant for public honors. 

He is interested in every phase of progressive endeavor, 

but is affiliated with few organized interests. He attends 

the Roman Catholic Church. 
Daniel Nicholas Albright married, in Reading, Katherine 

Herm, daughter of John and Barbara Herm, her father 

deceased in 1908, her mother surviving him for a number 

of years, passing away in 1917. Daniel Nicholas and Kath- 
erine (Herm) Albright are the parents of one son, Paul 

Joseph. The family reside at No. 2311 Perkiomen Ave- 


nue, Reading. sa 


CHARLES K. DICK—As a successful business 
executive of Reading, Pennsylvania, Charles K. Dick 
is widely known in this and other States. As a 
member of the largely prominent Dick family of 
Pennsylvania he holds a noteworthy place in local 
circles, and his standing both in business and in 
social interests is one of the highest. The Dick 
family originated in Germany and was transplanted 
to America prior to the Revolutionary War, Jacob 
Dick having served in that struggle. 

Jacob Dick was born in Germany, and following 
the close of the Revolutionary War, he settled in 
Reading, which was then little more than a country 
village. He established himself as a carpenter, and 
also did much of the finer branches of construction 
work, manufacturing spinning wheels, chairs and 
other articles of this general nature. His business 
was located where was later the Fritz Photograph 
Gallery, in a populous section of Reading. Jacob 
Dick died in 1834, his wife having died ten years 
previously. They were the parents of: Susan, and 
Jacob (2), of whom further. 

Jacob (2) Dick, was born on the Dick homestead, 
on Penn Street, in 1783, and became a prosperous 
and respected citizen of Reading. He was active as a 
farmer, and died December 11, 1859. He married 
Susan Lutz, and they were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: a son who died at the age of eleven 
days; Susan, who died in the twentieth year of her 
age; Margaret; Catherine; Elizabeth; Nicholas, of 
further mention; Jacob, who died at an early age; 
Amos L.; Sophia; Jacob L. and Solomon. All except 
those mentioned as having passed away lived to 
middle age or advanced years. The mother of these 
children died, March 13, 1870, in the eighty-fourth 
year of her age. 

Nicholas Dick, of the third generation in America, 
was born November 28, 1815, and died October 4, 
1873. He was active also as a farmer, was a leading 
Democrat of his day, and a member of the Re- 
formed Church. He married Esther DeTurk, a mem- 
ber of one of the oldest families of Reading and 
Berks County, the immigrant ancestor of this family 
having been born in 1686, and having come to Amer- 
ica about 1707. The family also originated in Ger- 
many, and has been very prominent in the history of 
Pennsylvania. They were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: Marcus D.; William; Eli D.; Albert; 
Henry D., of further mention; Susan; Annie; and 

Lizzie 1): 

Henry D. Dick, son of Nicholas Dick, and the 
next in line, was born in Cumru Township, in this 
county, April 24, 1845. Receiving a public school 
education, and also a business education at Brunner’s 
Business College, he was active from 1874 until his 
death, which occurred May 21, 1901, as an equal 
partner in the Farmers’ Market House Company. He 
was a man highly esteemed in the community, and 
served for two years, 1888-89, on the City Council. 
He married May A. Kissinger, daughter of Wash- 
ington S. and Elizabeth (Yost) Kissinger. The 
Kissinger family is also one of marked prominence 
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in Berks County, and Washington S. Kissinger was 
identified also with the Farmers’ Market House. 
Henry D. and Mary A. (Kissinger) Dick were the 
parents of three sons: Charles K., of whom further; 
Franklin; and Henry. 

Charles K. Dick was born in Robeson Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, March 31, 1875. At- 
tending the township school at Seyferts, and later the 
public schools of Robeson, he completed his prepara- 
tion for his career at the Interstate Commercial Col- 
lege. His first experience in the business world was 
as apprentice to the trade of pattern-maker, and 
mastering this trade in the employ of the National 
Brass and Iron Works, he was employed by that 
firm until establishing his own business. In De- 
cember, 1896, he opened a brass foundry, under the 
title of the Excelsior Brass Foundry and Pattern 
Works, and went forward thus until 1901. In Feb- 
ruary, 1902, he effected the organization of the firm 
of Dick Brothers. The concern was located in the 
rear of No. 120 Penn Street, until December, 1906, 
when they incorporated under the name of Dick 
Brothers, Inc., and in October, 1919, removed to their 
present location at the corner of Third and Button- 
wood streets. They have developed a wide-reaching 
and important enterprise, and in its field it is con- 
sidered a leading interest in the United States and 
foreign countries. As the head of this concern 
Charles K. Dick holds a prominent position in the 
municipality, and is further identified with business 
affairs as a stockholder in the Farmers’ Market 
House, Inc., of which firm, in 1901-19, he was treas- 
urer and director. 

Fraternally, Mr. Dick is very prominent, being a 
member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, Royal 
Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 42, Knights 
Templar; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scot- 
tish Rite, of Reading, in which he holds the thirty- 
second degree; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is a member 
of the Manufacturers’ Club, of Philadelphia, and the 
Reading Country Club, while his religious affiliation 
is with the First Reformed Church. 

Charles K. Dick married, on April 18, 1899, Eva 
M. Baldwin, daughter of Frank and Amanda 
(Rudolph) Baldwin, and they are the parents, of one 
daughter: Martha E., born June 13, 1901. 





FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MARX is very active 
in politics in Berks County, and is a successful attorney-at- 
law, following his father’s profession. He was born in 
Kutztown, Berks County, Pennsylvania, on March 19, 1876, 
son of James H. and Sarah L. Marx. He was educated in 
the public schools of Kutztown, Keystone Normal School, 
Kutztown, class of 1892, and Lafayette College, Easton, 
class of 1896. He also took a special course at the Dickin- 
son Law School, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

After completing his education, Mr. Marx became an at- 
torney-at-law, and has been very successful. He is con- 
nected with the Berks County Trust Company, of Read- 
ing, and the Kutztown National Bank, of Kutztown. He is a 
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Democrat, and was first assistant district attorney for 
Berks County from January 1, 1912, to December 31, 
1915. He also held the position of assistant city solicitor 
from 1916 to 1918. He is an active member of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Reading. 

Mr. Marx married, on October 21, 1903, in Kutztown, 
Rebecca H. Fenstermacher, of Kutztown, daughter of John 
P. S. and Emma H. Fenstermacher. Mr. and Mrs. Marx 
have two children: James Frederick, born September 23, 
1906; and John Edward, born April 13, 1918. Mr. Marx’ 
address is Berks Trust Company Building, No. 923 North 
Fifth Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


HARRY OWEN THORNBURG—In the course of 
the increasing interests of the business that Mr. Thornburg 
successfully directs as the proprietor of the Belmont Hotel, 
at Reading, he has come into contact with the coritinuous 
opportunity of the hotel man for cateiing to the public 
demand for the best that the times have to offer in a grow- 
ing city like Reading. Moreover, Mr. Thornburg has not 
only proven his capabilities as a generous host to those who 
patronize his hotel, but with his far-sighted and provident 
impulses he is both a benefactor and servant to the public 
in a more general way, but in his executive leadership of 
the hotelmen’s local activities during the World War, and 
in the performance of his signal public service in his as- 
sistant deputyship in the office of the Recorder of Deeds. 
One of the most active young men in the State in his 
vocation, he also aspires for a more advanced place of 
activity in office of trust wherein he has made his capa- 
bilities evident. 

The son of Thomas Lorenzo and Mary Ella Thornburg, 
Harry Owen Thornburg was born September 29, 1876, at 
Easton, and he attended the public schuols of Womelsdort 
and Reading. He was at first employed in the cashier's 
office of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company 
freight department, and afterwards became clerk in the 
Belmont Hotel, at No. 27 North Fifth Strect, where he 
is now the popular proprietor. 

Mr. Thornburg is a staunch Democrat in the political 
field, and for some years he has held the office of first 
assistant deputy recorder of deeds in Reading. In 1922 he 
announced himself a candidate for the ofiice of recorder 
of deeds, but he withdrew his name in the interest of a 
harmony ticket. Again, however, prominent citizens and 
attorneys are presenting his name and claims for that of- 
fice. A good mixer, and of a jovial. disposition, he has 
made many friends from all political parties. He per- 
formed a very active work in Reading during the World 
War when, as president of the Hotel and Restaurant Pro- 
prietors’ Association, he forwarded the purpose of the heat- 
less and meatless days’ movement, in order that the men 
in camp and field might be provided with food and com- 
forts. He gave such excellent account of himself at that 
time that he was appointed to his office during the period 
of the war. 

Mr. Thornburg is the personification of good nature and 
optimism, and he is a member of many orders and clubs, 
namely: Reading Lodge, No. 549, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons; Reading Consistory of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, thirty-second degree; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Neversink Forest, No. 
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32, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Reading Lodge, No. 115, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Reading Aerie, No. 
66, Fraternal Order of Eagles; Washington Camp, No. 163, 
Patriotic Order Sons of America; Travelers’ Protective »As- 
sociation Post, at Reading; Reading Automebile Club; 
Americus Club; Northeastern Democratic Association; Blue 
Mountain Eagle Climbing Club; and the Rainbow Tire 
Company. 

Harry Owen Thornburg married, April 5, 1911, in Read- 
ing, Margaret A. Barr, daughter of Adam James and Mary 
(Faulkner) Barr, and they are the parents of Miriam Eliza- 
beth Thornburg, born June 15, 1912. 





FERDINANDO COLLETTI, M. D., a well known 
physician of Reading, Pennsylvania, was born in Monte- 
miletto, Province, of Avellino, not far from Naples, Italy, 
February 8, 1871. He comes from a distinguished family, 
his parents being the late John Colletti, lawyer, and Con- 
cetta (Tecce) Colletti. 

Dr. Colletti’s education was received entirely in his native 
country, and after completing his elementary and prepara- 
tory studies, he covered an exhaustive course in the Arts 
and Letters, and then entered the University of Naples, 
from the Medical Department of which he graduated, both 
in medicine and surgery, with high honors, receiving a gold 
medal for his writing on Hydrotherapy. For nearly two 
years Dr. Colletti served in leading Italian hospitals, after 
which he became examining physician for a steamship line 
which linked Italy and the Mediterranean ports with the 
United States. 

On his last voyage to the United States, he stopped at 
New York City, in December, 1899, and then went to Al- 
lentown and South Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and finally 
located permanently in Reading, Pennsylvania, in June, 

1901, after passing the State examination to practice in 
Pennsylvania in December, 1900. 

Dr. Colletti has always followed the general lines of 
practice, but always gave special attention to tuberculosis 
prevention, obstetrics and autotherapy. His work in Read- 
ing from the beginning has been recognized both in the 
profession and by the people in general, and while his 
practice is principally among his fellow countrymen who 
have settled here and in surrounding towns, he enjoys the 
esteem and confidence of the entire community. His con- 
temporaries in medicine and surgery have come to regard 
him as a largely successful and thoroughly representative 
professional man. Dr. Colletti has been active in the prac- 
tice of medicine and surgery in Reading for twenty-four 
years, his services carrying him to large and ever-increasing 
prominence. 

In 1910 Dr. Colletti married Elizabeth Klopp Yocom, a 
highly educated and distinguished lady of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, whose parents, the late William S. and Katharine 
Saylor (Klopp) Yocom were of old families of Berks 
County, Pennsylvania. After graduating from the Girls’ 
High School of Reading, with distinction and then attend- 

ing Vassar College, she continued her education in Berlin, 
Paris, and Florence, after which she traveled extensively 
in Europe. * 

Dr. Colletti, besides attending faithfully to his profession, 
has been a great factor in the development of the Italian 
Colony in Reading and the uplifting of his countrymen, he 


-ous Italian organizations. 
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using his influence to have them become American citizens. 

A loyal American citizen, he has always been willing to 
lend his aid and codperation to everything that will elevate 
humanity, his work during the recent World War having 
received honorable mention in the “Graphic Historical Re- 
view of the World War,” and his love for his adopted city 
(Reading) was shown by his work during the 175th Anni- 
versary of the city. 

Dr: Colletti belongs to the Reading Medical Association, 
of which he was president in 1909; to the Berks County 
Medical Association; to the Pennsylvania State Medical 
Association; to the American Medical Association; and he 
was a member of the Volunteer Medical Service Corps dur- 
ing the recent war. He also is a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Reading, and honorary president of vari- 
Dr. Colletti has also traveled 


extensively over Europe. 





JAMES E. STOUDT—Meeting a popular demand of 
the period in his business activities, James E. Stoudt, of 
Reading, holds a prominent position in the progress of his 
day, and as a thorough-going business executive, as well as 
a highly skilled professional man, he is recognized in the 
community for his sincerity and worth. Mr. Stoudt is a 
son of John Washington and Sallie W. (Koller) Stoudt, 
his father a school teacher in early life, but for many years 
active as a carpenter. He was a veteran oi the Civil War, 
in which he served with honor and distinction, rising to the 
rank of major. : 

James E. Stoudt was born in Maiden Creek Township, 
March 27, 1890. Receiving his early education in the local 
public schools, he worked on the farm until fifteen years 
of age, then entered upon his apprenticeship at the trade of 
barber. He was active for a number of years in that ca- 
pacity as a journeyman, then entered business for himsell, 
establishing a barber shop in Temple, Pennsylvania. This 
business he conducted for six years, with gratifying suc- 
cess, then selling the interest, removed to Hyde Park and 
it was there that the United States intervention in Euro- 
pean affairs found him. He anticipated this event, how- 
ever, for some weeks, enlisting in the Field S. S. Corps. 
He was later transferred to the 123rd Aero Squadron in 

Kelly Field, Texas, then embarked for Europe, March 17, 
1917, and landed in Liverpool, England. Thence there he 
was transferred later to the Air Park of the 3rd Aviation 
Center, at Issoudun, France, where he served until his 
honorable discharge, which was received in August of 1919. 

His career thus interrupted, Mr. Stoudt, upon his return 
to civilian life, established himself in business in Reading, 
opening parlors at No. 255 Penn Street, then, later, remov- 
ing to No. 246 Penn Street. The growth of his business 
proved very prosperous, and in order to secure a suitable 
location in which to serve his customers efficiently and to 
their satisfaction, he removed again to No. 349 Penn 
Street, where he is now located. He maintains a thorough- 
ly up-to-date and splendidly appointed barber shop and 

beauty parlor, taking leading rank in this section of the 

State in his chosen field of endeavor. With a special de- 

partment for ladies and the most skilled assistants, Mr. 

Stoudt has developed an interest second to none in im- 

portance and ever growing. His large success places him 

among the really important business executives of the day 
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in Berks County, and as a resident of the borough of 
Temple, he serves on the Common Council of that com- 
munity. Interested in every branch of worthy endeavor, 
Mr. Stoudt holds membership in the Temple Fire Com- 
pany (relief), the Temple Iron Company (relief), Lamonte 
Tribe, No. 319, Improved Order of Red Men, of Temple, 
Pennsylvania, the Loyal Order of Moose, of Reading, the 
Americus Club, and the American Legion. His religious 
affiliation is with Christ Reformed Temple, of which he is 
an elder. © 

James E. Stoudt married (first) February 6, 1914, in 
Temple, Olive Susan Mathias, who died, leaving two chil- 
dren: William, deceased; Virginia Carolina, born June 2, 
1916. Mr. Stoudt married (second) December 23, 1920, in 
Mohnton, Venona Noll, daughter of Harry S. and Laura 
(Bowers) Noll. Mr. and Mrs. Stoudt are the parents of 
one child, Ruth May, born May 1 uLoZon 





WILLIAM J. WENRICH—A noteworthy figure ir 
the industrial world of Berks County is William J. Wen- 


_ Nich, whose usefulness in the public service has in recent 


years also given his name more than passing prominence. 
Mr. Wenrich is a native of this State, and has been a resi- 
dent of Berks County since his youth, his tireless endeavors 
in the general progress of the section giving his name 
marked significance to the general well-being of the people. 
In his practical attitude toward life and its responsibilities 
Mr. Wenrich has fulfilled the duties of the citizen and the 
industrial worker, and he is well known in fraternal and 
religious interests in this vicinity. He is a member of a 
prominent family in this section, a grandson of David 
Wenrich, who was a leading farmer of his time and owned 
extensive farming property in South Heidelberg Township, 
in this county. John Wenrich, son of David Wenrich and 
Mr. Wenrich’s father, was a resident of South Heidelberg 
Township during his all to short career. He enlisted in 
Company K, 52nd Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer In- 
fantry, serving under Captain Thomas for three years, and 
receiving a wound in the shoulder. His early death, at the 
age of thirty-six years, was undoubtedly hastened by tha 
exposures and casualty of war. The mother, Sarah (Gar- 
ner) Wenrich, still survives the husband and father. 
William J. Wenrich was born in Newmanstown, Lebanon 
County, Pennsylvania, February 16, 1871. Receiving his 
education in the public schools of that county, Mr. Wen- 
tich then learned the stove moulder’s trade at the Mt. Penn 
Stove Works, and he has remained with this concer 
throughout his entire active career, from the age of fifteen 
years. He is still active in this connection, and this record 


. Of faithful service is eminently commendable. For many 


years Mr. Wenrich has been deeply interested in local civic 
and political advance, supporting the Republican Party and 
bearing a share in every worthy movement. He was ap- 
pointed alderman of the Eighteenth Ward, April 29, 1915, 
and since this was made an elective office he has twice been 
elected to the same position. Fraternally, Mr. Wenrich is 
affiliated with Washington Camp, No. 330, Patriotic Order 
Sons of America; Meade Camp, No. 16, Sons of Veterans; 
and he is a member of the Oakbrook Fire Company. His 
religious affiliation is with Redeemer Lutheran Church, of 
which he is secretary, and for the past seven years has been 
superintendent of the Sunday School. 


R,-B.---24 





William J. Wenrich married (first), in 1894, Mary J. 
Palm, who died in 1914, daughter of Reuben Franklin 
Palm. Mr. Wenrich married (second), Mary S. Betting, 
daughter of Edward Betting. Mr. and Mrs. Wenrich are 
the parents of three children: Jennie V., Sarah E., and 
Bessie T. The family residence is in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


SAMUEL GRAGG—In recalling the life and ac- 
tivities of Samuel Gragg, of Reading, a name is mentioned 
which does honor to the region of his nativity and to the 
city of which for many years he was an esteemed resident. 
This worthy and useful citizen won distinction in the ser- 
vice of his native country after gaining a position of res- 
ponsibility in the industrial world of Reading, and in all 
that he did, either in private life or as an engineer in the 
United States Navy, he exemplified those qualities which 
in any field of endeavor carry a man to success. Self- 
forgetful, devoted to duty, no matter what the call might 
be, frank and open in his friendships with his fellowmen, 
always glad to bear a part in the work of the world or 
share the burdens of those less fortunate than himself, 
Mr. Gragg was widely beloved as well as respected, and 
in his faithfulness to the highest ideals of life he left an 
example for those who follow after, well worthy of emula- 
tion. Nearly four decades have gone by since his passing, 
yet to those who recall the personality and usefulness of 
Samuel Gragg the memory is sacred. 

Samuel Gragg was born in South Adams, Massachusetts, 
June 9, 1839, and died at his home in Reading, December 
25, 1885. His education was limited to the advantages of 
the public schools and was received in his birthplace. At 
the age of sixteen years the youth came to Reading, where 
he joined an elder brother who had preceded him to this 
city. The brother was then superintendent of the Reading 
Cotton Mills, and Mr. Gragg became immediately interested 
in the great and ever growing industries of the city. He 
learned the trade of machinist, mastering its intricacies 
in an unusually short period of time. His natural ability 
as a mechanician was recognized and he readily secured a 
position in the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road at their machine shops after completing his appren- 
ticeship with the Johnson Foundry. Spending several years 
with the railroad, Mr. Gragg rose in the organization, his 
promotions based wholly upon his ability and energy. Upon 
his resignation from the road Mr. Gragg accepted a posi- 
tion as master mechanic in the Reading Cotton Mills, and 
it was there that the hostilities between the North and 
South found him. Just in the flower of his young manhood 
eager to bear a noble part in the stirring events of the 
time, he took the advice of an older friend in Reading, and 
enlisted in the United States Navy. Taking the naval 
examination in Philadelphia, he was assigned to the United 
States Gunboat, “Atoolock,” of Farragut’s squadron. Thomas 
Deem, of Reading, was also assigned to the same vessel. 
Mr. Gragg served for three years and three months as 
engineer of this gunboat, then was transferred to the 
United States Steamship, “Ticonderoga,” where he also 
filled the same responsibilities, and made a four years’ 
tour of the world. Continuing active in the naval service 
until 1834, rising to the rank of chief engineer and winning 


. the highest esteem and confidence of every one with whom 
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he came in touch, Mr. Gragg was placed on the retired list 
in the year mentioned, on account of broken health. He 
was not long spared to enjoy the peace and quiet of 
leisure, for on Christmas Day of the following year he was 
called, can it be doubted, to higher usefulness in a realm 
outside of and above the human ken. Rising as he did 
from obscurity to large prominence, solely by the force 
of his own efforts and constant study, he made a record 
of distinguished service to his time which fittingly finds 
place in the permanent history of his country. His remains 
lie buried in Charles Evans Cemetery, where a beautiful 
shaft, erected by his devoted wife, marks the last resting 
place of one whose every act, word and thought was truly 
representative of the highest type of American manhood. 

Samuel Gragg married Emeline Fritch, daughter of Henry 
and Rachel (Hass) Fritch, both these names of large 
historical significance in Berks County, and prominent for 
many generations in America. Mrs. Gragg survives her 
husband, and her time is taken up by her many charitable 
and religious activities, and her art. She possesses artistic 
talent of a high order and the many oil paintings from 
nature which adorn the walls of her home have much 
intrinsic value. She resides at No. 704 Penn Street, and 
is a member of the Christian Church. 


J. WILMER FISHER—A career of single-handed 
achievement, which has meant much to the professional 
world of Berks County and also to the public affairs of 
the county and State, is that of J. Wilmer Fisher, whose 
endeavors have carried him to a largely prominent position 
in Reading, Pennsylvania. Mr. Fisher is gifted not only 
with tenacity of purpose and broad vision, but with those 
qualities of heart and mind which count for worthy citi- 
zenship. He is a member of a family prominent for many 
years in this county, his grandfather, Henry B. Fisher, 
having been a native of Oley Township, and a successful 
manufacturer of his time. He owned and conducted 
Fisher’s Woolen Mill on Swamp Creek, in the vicinity of 
New Berlinville, and was one of the first stocking manu- 
facturers in Pennsylvania. Henry B. Fisher became a resi- 
dent of Reading in 1854, when he removed his industrial 
interests to that city, and where he died May 16, 1887. 

Henry J. Fisher, son of Henry B. and Mary B. (John- 
son) Fisher, was born near New Berlinville, and came to 
Reading in September, 1865, after he was mustered out of 
the Union Army at the close of the Civil War. He was 
engaged in business as a grocer until the spring of 1917, 
when he became inspector of weights and measures for the 
city of Reading, and served in that capacity until August 
15, 1924, when he retired. A veteran of the Civil War, he 
served during that struggle in Company H, 104th Regi- 
ment, known as the Lauer Infantry, Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Infantry. Henry J. Fisher married Mary C. Keever, 
of Reading, daughter of Henry V. Keever, a direct de- 
scendent of the famous Scotch Clan, McIvor, and Lydia C. 
(Smith) Keever, and their two children are: J. Wilmer, 
of further mention; and Mary L. 

J. Wilmer Fisher was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
June 18, 1870, and through his mother, is a direct de- 
scendent of Lieutenant Philip Moyer, who served in Cap- 
tain George Miller’s company, Berks County Militia, which 
later became a part of the famous Pennsylvania German 
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Regiment, which rendered valient service at Trenton, 
Christmas night, 1776, at Princeton, and was with Wash- 
ington at Valley Forge; of Valentine Moyer, who had 
charge of the transportation of supplies from the fertile 
Tulpehocken Valley to Washington’s Army at Valley 
Forge; through his father, a direct descendent of Christian 
Stauffer, who served in the Revolutionary Army. 


J. Wilmer Fisher’s early education was acquired at the 
Old Friends’ School in Reading, and he continued his 
studies at the public schools, entering the business world, 
however, at the age of fourteen years. Assisting his father 
in the grocery store, Mr. Fisher gave his faithful attention 
to the duties placed in his hands, but, nevertheless looked 
forward to wider possibilities to his future. Attending 
night school, he succeeded in preparing himself for the post 
of assistant in the office of the city engineer. At the age 
of sixteen, he took up the duties of rodman in this con- 
nection, and rose steadily through the various grades, 
filling the duties of transitman, assistant engineer and gen- 
eral superintendent. Resigning in 1894, Mr. Fisher accepted 
a position with the water department of Reading as as- 
sistant superintendent, and it was during his activities in 
this office that the first plan in detail of the water pipe 
system of Reading was developed. Mr. Fisher, during 
these activities, had determined eventually to enter the 
profession of the law, and had devoted his leisure time 
to study in that direction. Resigning from the water de- 
partment late in 1894, he entered Dickinson Law School, 
at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated 
in the class of 1896. His clerkship was served in the office 
of Judge Sadler, of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, and 
he was admitted to the bar of that county June 9, 1896. 
Admitted to the bar of Berks County on November 9, 
1896, he is still active in practice in Reading, having since 
been admitted to the Superior and Supreme courts of the 
State, the United States District Court, and the United 
States Circuit Court. Mr. Fisher has followed general lines 
of practice and he is considered a forceful -and logical 
speaker, an able ally, and a dreaded adversary. His pro- 
fessional prominence led to opportunities of usefulness in 
public affairs, and he has been for many years placed in a 
leading position in the progress of the Republican Party. 
Frequently sent as a delegate to conventions, he is consid- 
ered one of the most useful men of the party in campaign 
work, both State and National. His nomination for Dis- 
trict Attorney in 1901 was a measure of his party’s confi- 
dence in him as a man and citizen as well as in his pro- 
fessional capacity. His work as chairman of the Con- 
gressional Convention of Berks and Lehigh Congressional 
District to which he was assigned in 1904, placed William 
H. Soudan, of Allentown, as the nominee of the district. 
Two years later Mr. Fisher himself was the nominee of this 
district for Congress on the Republican ticket, and received 
a flattering vote which led to his being brought forward 
in 1908 as a possible candidate to the Common Pleas 
bench. Mr. Fisher has, however, for many years, been a 
worker for the good of the party, but his personal interests 
as a politician have been to him of far less significance and 
his greatest usefulness to the party is as a worker in the 
rank and file. For twenty-eight years he has been treasurer 
of the Republican County Committee. Not only in the 
public realm, but in all branches of community advance, 
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Mr. Fisher bears a constructive and loyal part. A mem- 
ber of the Reading School Board for eight years, he served 
as chairman of many committees, including the finance 
committee. Through his endeavors, important reforms in 
methods and management were affected, and with Dr. 
Mengel established the museum, now known as the Read- 
ing Public Museum and Art Gallery. A member of the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Fisher served a term 
as director, and is also a member of several important 
committees. His familiarity with the law is of the greatest 
value in this connection. 

Jn fraternal circles Mr. Fisher is widely prominent. A 
warrant member and treasurer of Jsaac Hiester Lodge, No. 
660, Free and Accepted Masons, he is also identified with 
Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, Royal Arch Masons; Creigh 
Council, No. 16, Royal and Select Masters; Reading Com- 
mandery, No. 42, Knights Templar, of which he is a Past 
Commander; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scot- 
tish Rite; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of General 
George G. Meade Camp, No. 16, Sons of Veterans. Mr. 
Fisher is prominent in the club life of Reading, being a 
member of the Wyomissing, Temple and University clubs. 
He is an extensive traveler, having visited various parts of 
the world, and in 1922 was in France and England with an 
important industrial commission. He is a member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Reading, his mother’s family 
having been connected with that congregation since its or- 
ganization in 1748, He resides at No. 130 North Eighth 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


DR. OTTO JOHN SPECKER—The dental pro- 
fession has in Dr. Otto John Specker an exponent of ability 
and progressive thought, whose success marks him as a 
worthy and outstanding individual, while his spirit of co- 
Operation with all important effort in his line gives him 
the position of the truly sincere man who subserves his 
own individuality to the general good. Dr. Specker is a 
son of Cosmus and Margaret (Allemang) Specker, his 
father for many years a leader in wholesale merchandising 
activities. 

Otto John Specker was born in Elmira, Ontario, Canada, 
and attended the public schools of his native place. Later 
entering the collegiate institute at Kitchener, Ontario, he was 
graduated in 1899, then came to the University of Penn- 
sylvania to begin his professional preparations. He was 
graduated from the dental department of this institution 


in the class of 1902, and on November 2, of the same year,- 


opened his offices in Reading, locating at No. 827 Penn 
Street. The growth of his practice has been steady and 
prosperous, and from time to time, as convenience or 
wider activities made it advisable, Dr. Specker has made 
changes of location. In October, 1903, he removed to No. 
656 Penn Street, where he remained until April, 1905, when 
he secured more desirable quarters at No. 143 North 
_Eighth Street. In 1920 he secured his present desirable 
offices at the corner of Fourth and Washington streets and 
here he has largely increased the importance of his clientele. 
His excellent work and unfailing interest in the welfare of 
his patrohs have given him wide popularity and he is now 
considered one of the most successful dentists of this city 
and county. 
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A Republican by political affiliation, always interested 
in the progress of public affairs, Dr. Specker has never 
accepted office, with the single exception of a directorship 
on the Wyomissing School Board. His affiliations with 
organized advance include membership in the American 
Dental Association, the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
of which he is president, the Reading Dental Society, of 
which he is secretary, and the Delta Sigma Delta Dental 
Fraternity; and he also is a member of the Iris Club, of 
Wyomissing, of which he is president. His religious affilia- 
tion is with the Lutheran Church of the Atonement, of 
Wyomissing. 

Otto John Specker married, December 30, 1903, at Water- 
loo, Ontario, Canada, Delphine A. Froehlich, daughter of 
Charles and Kathryn Froehlich. Dr. and Mrs. Specker 
are the parents of one son, John Carl, born February 21, 
1907. The family residence is at No. 1027 Fairview Ave- 
nue, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. 


HARRY COLFAX HOHL—A noteworthy execu- 
tive in insurance circles in Berks County, Pennsylvania, is 
Harry Colfax Hohl, who acts as superintendent of the 
Reading district for the Home Life Insurance Company. 
Mr. Hohl has been identified with life insurance advance 
throughout his entire career and his activities in this field 
have gone far toward promoting the economic security of 
the people. Mr. Hohl is a son of George and Sarah Hohl, 
the father a prominent farmer. Still under age when the 
Civil War broke out, George Hohl enlisted at Lincoln’s 
last call for volunteers early in the year 1863 and served 
throughout the period of the war. He was active in re- 
ligious advance for many years, and served as superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School for a long period of time. 
He was also active in public affairs for eight years as 
school director. His death occurred in 1904, at the age 
of sixty-one years, but the mother died many years ago, 
at the age of thirty-five. 

Harry Colfax Hohl was bom at Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, 
July 13, 1871. His education was begun in the Rock 
Public Schools, and later he attended Muhlenberg College, 
also covered a course at Stoner’s Interstate Commercial 
Coliege and with this preparation entered the world 
of men and affairs. Taking up insurance interests, 
Mr. Hohl was identified with the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company for a number of years and was sta- 
tioned in Reading in 1908, serving the same concern in 
this district during a period of four years. In October, 
1911, Mr. Hohl resigned from that concern to accept a 
position with the Home Life Insurance Company of Amer- 
ica, taking up the duties of agent. The concern promoted 
him to assistant superintendent of the Reading district, 
May 12, 1912, and on March 3, 1920, he was promoted to 
superintendent. The Home Life Insurance Company, which 
is one of the old and substantial organizations in this field, 
with its home office in Philadelphia, takes a leading posi- 
tion in insurance advance in America. Mr. Hohl is identi- 
fied with few lines of organized advance, but supports the 
Republican Party in political affairs, although interested 
only as a progressive citizen. Fraternally he is affiliated 


with Neversink Tribe, Improved Order of Red Men; and 
Mystic Star Commandery, No. 47, Knights of Malta. His 
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religious affiliation is with St. Mark’s Reformed Church, 
of Reading. 

Mr. Hohl married, at Reading, June 20, 1901, Mary E. 
Mervine, daughter of William and Ella (Dickinson) Mer- 
vine. .Mr..and Mrs. Hohl are the parents of four children- 
Emily C., born January 21, 1902; Grace E., born May 27, 
1904; Ruth S., born May 31, 1908; and Evelyn A., born 
July 13, 1916. 





JOSEPH FURMAN —The progressive attitude and 
alert spirit of Joseph Furman, of Reading, is expressed in 
the statement which he has often made as follows: “I 
arrived in Reading a Thursday afternoon and went into 
business for myself Friday morning.” In the decade which 
has elapsed since that event, Mr. Furman has risen to 
prominent rank in local business affairs and now has in 
course of construction a fine and spacious plant to house 
the interest which he has developed to great importance. 
Mr. Furman is a son of Jacob and Dora Furman, his 
father a cooper by trade and a man of the highest in- 
tegrity. $ 

Joseph Furman was born in Kiev, Russia, in 18990. Re- 
ceiving his education in his native land, he came to America 
in 1914 and the story of his start in the New World is 
quoted above. Only fifteen years of age at the time, 
Mr. Furman nevertheless gave to his enterprise the energy 
and judgment of the mature and capable business execu- 
tive, and early in his activities his cotemporaries recog- 
nized his business ability. His first interest in the junk 
business, in 1919, Mr. Furman bought out a cooperage. 
He learned this trade from his father in Russia, and since 
the date mentioned he has built up a rapidly increasing 
business in-the manufacture of barrels for the general 
trade. The new plant, which is of the most modern type 
and construction, is located at Nos. 436 to 440 Water 
Street, Reading, and in his progressive endeavors Mr. Fur- 
man’s future is unquestionably assured. He devotes him- 
self wholly to his work, although in sympathy with all 
community and welfare endeavor. He is single, and is a 
member of the Jewish Synagogue, located at the corner 
of Eighth and Greenwich streets. 





HENRY KIRBY HARTMAN—Along practical 
lines of manufacturing progress Henry Kirby Hartman, of 
Reading, has won prominence and success and in his present 
endeavors he is counted among the eminently worthy and 
useful citizens of Berks County. Reared in the traditions 
of progressive business endeavor and always alert to the 
movement of the times, Mr. Hartman has an excellent and 
practical foundation for his work and his success has fol- 
lowed almost as a matter of course. He is a son of Albert 
and Angeline Hartman, both parents now deceased. 

Henry Kirby Hartman was born in Oley Township, 
Berks County, March 31, 1876. Receiving his education 
in the Reading public schools, he learned the trade of 
cooper, and when still a comparatively young man, estab- 
lished himself in the manufacture of barrels. Applying 
his energies to this line of industrial advance and follow- 
ing the same path consistently, he has prospered largely 
and now holds a leading position in his field in Berks 
County. He has for twenty years been active as an inde- 
pendent business executive. Interested in every phase of 


worth-while activity of a community nature, Mr. Hart- 
man endorses every forward movement, but chooses to leave 
leadership to others. His leisure interests include various 
sports, and as a young man he was one of the best amateur 
boxers in Reading. He is a member of the Reformed 
Church. 

Henry Kirby Hartman married, in 1907, in Reading, 
Bertha Whitmire, daughter of Louis and Sally Whitmire. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hartman are the parents of eight children: 
Violet, Florence, Marie, Albert, Elmer, George, Harry and 


Arthur. 


JOHN M. STRUNK—The tireless activity and 
lofty integrity which carried John M. Strunk to a position 
of success and prominence in the business world may well 
be commemorated in the permanent annals of Berks Coun- 
ty, for his qualities as exemplified in his career were worthy 
of the highest praise. Beginning life with few advantages 
and no privilege, dependent from early youth upon his 
own endeavors, but dauntless in advance, while at the 
same time giving to everyone with whom he came in touch 
the consideration due, John M. Strunk made of his life 
a beneficient influence and a useful force which acted 
strongly in the progress and well being of Reading. His 
ceaseless industry and the spirit of thrift which gave him 
the ability to make good use of every advantage he gained 
were the stepping-stones upon which he rose to a position 
of influence, and in his death, which occurred May 27, 
1919, the community lost a worthy and estimable citizen. 

The Strunk family has now been prominent in Reading 
and Berks County for four generations, Mr. Strunk having 
been the third. He was a grandson of William Strunk, 
who served in the War of 1812, and died in. Baltimore, 
Maryland. Daniel Strunk, his son and Mr. Strunk’s 
father, was identified with the manufacture of rifles and 
guns at Mohnsville, now Mohnton, but later was active as a 
farmer in Cumru Township until his death in Reading in 
the sixty-sixth year of his age. He married (first) Rebecca 
Miller, daughter of John Miller, of this county, whose death 
occurred at the age of thirty-seven years. He married 
(second) Catharine Garty. The children of Daniel Strunk, 
by the first wife, were: William, deceased at the age of 
eleven years; John M., of further mention; Amelia, wife 
of Daniel Good, of West Reading; Catharine, of Reading; 
George, deceased at the age of four years; Cyrus, deceased; 
Frank, deceased at the age of three years; and Harriet, also 
deceased. A son, Henry S., was born of the sécond mar- 
riage. 

John M. Strunk was born February 20, 1839, in Cumru 
Township, where is the present site of Mohnton, and which 
at that time was called Mohnsville. His education was 
received in the local public schools and following the com- 
pletion of his studies he was engaged in farming more or 
less actively, but learned the trade of miller with his 
uncle, Ezra Miller. Leaving home at the age of twenty- 
one years, he settled in Reading and was identified with 
the trade of miller until 1869, when he established the 
interest in coal, flour, and feed, which he carried forward 
until his death. He first located at the corner of Eighth 
and Cherry streets, where later stood the storage ware- 
house of A. N. Kissinger. After about twenty years of 
activity there he removed to the northeast corner of Fifth 
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and Woodward streets, where he won large success. Always 
fair-minded and honorable in his dealing with his fellow- 
men, Mr. Strunk built up a largely prosperous and im- 
portant interest and gave to its development the best years’ 
of his life. Late in life he purchased a splendid farm in 
Berks County, at Lorane Station, Exeter Township, where 
he kept general oversight of extensive agricultural opera- 
tions and maintained a model farm. He also became the 
owner of a very considerable amount of real estate in 
Reading, practically all valuable and desirable property. 
In these investments Mr. Strunk definitely expressed his faith 
in the city and county of his residence and its future growth 
and continued prosperity. That he contributed largely 
to the local well-being was generally recognized by all his 
cotemporaries and his name is counted among the worthy 
and honored business executives of his day. He was con- 
sidered a representative instance of that product of Amer- 
ican civilization in which the people of this country take 
such pardonable pride, “the self-made man.” Several 
years before his death Mr. Strunk retired from active 
business affairs and was succeeded by his son, J. Arthur 
Strunk, who thereby became chairman of Strunk and 
Moyer, Limited, also a leading executive of the firm of 
Strunk and Son. Mr. Strunk was a staunch Republican in 
his political faith although never a seeker aiter the honors 
of office. His religious affiliation was with St. John’s 
Reformed Church. 

John M. Strunk married Catharine A. Weinhold, daughter 
of Isaac and Anna Maria (Lambert) Weinhold, and Mrs. 
Strunk still survives him, maintaining the charming family 
home at No. 441 Woodward Avenue, Reading. The chil- 
dren of these parents are as follows: 1. D. Webster, whose 
death occurred July 4, 1912. His only child, a daughter, 
Lillian C., is now the wife of Marsden Brooks, of Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and their two children are: Jeanne 
Louise, and William Middleton. 2. Annie M., wife of 
John K. Stauffer, of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 3. 





J. Arthur, who married Elizabeth M. Christian, and has 


two daughters, Catharine C., and Elizabeth C. 


THOMAS MILLER, who wes county tax collector 
at Reading, Pennsylvania, for three terms, and who now 
’ conducts a plumbing and heating business at No. 115 South 
Sixth Street, that city, was born in Robeson Township on 
May 18, 1878. He was the son of Michael and Mary 
(Adams) Miller, of Reading, he being the youngest of six- 
teen children. His father was a farmer and blacksmith, 
and fraternally was a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. His religious views were those of the Re- 
formed Church, of which he was a member. Michael Mil- 
ler was born in Reading, while his wife was born in Al- 
sace Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. Both parents 
are deceased. 


Thomas Miller attended the public schools of Reading © 


and then served an apprenticeship in the plumbing and 
heating business with his brother, Frank Miller, at No. 324 
North Ninth Street, Reading. At the end of thirteen years 
he set up for himself in the plumbing and heating business 
at No. 28 South Sixth Street. A little later he bought the 
fine brick building which he now occupies at No. 115 
South Sixth Street. 

Mr. Miller is now a well known, popular and highly 





respected tradesman of Reading, a member of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a member of the Reading Fair Associa- 
tion, the Reading Auto Association, the Mount Spring <As- 


~ sociation, and the Americus Club. 


Mr. Miller is also a very active and much appreciated 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He was in the Elks’ Home Guard during the World War. 
He belongs to Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Excelsior Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Creigh 
Council, Royal and Select Masters; Reading Commandery, 
Knights Templar; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; the Royal Arcanum; Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; and the Orioles. 

Mr. Miller married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, on April 
20, 1905, Marian Henninger; of New Holland, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, daughter of Nathaniel C. and Sarah 
(Auman) Henninger. Mr. Henninger was a well known 
undertaker of New Holland. Both parents of the bride are 
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have two children: 
George Nathaniel, who is with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany; and Margaret Henninger, who is now (1924) in 
high school. 


EDWARD WILLIAM SCHUHMANN—Garage 
activities in Berks County are commanding the attention 
of a splendid group of progressive and able business execu- 
tives and in this group Edward William Schuhmann holds 
prominent place. He has done much to advance the 
well-being of the motorist, and in his practical services and 
ever pleasing and obliging attitude the people are gaining 
definite and permanent advantage. Mr. Schuhmann is an 
eminently practical man, still loyal to the highest ideals 
of business progress and worthy citizenship. He is a son 
of Charles Schuhmann, who was active as a hat manufac- 
turer in Reading for many years. He was one of the pi- 
oneers of the fur hat business in Berks County, and was 
for some years superintendent of the Charles Hendel Hat 
Company, also active in a similar capacity with G. W. Al- 
exander & Company. He then organized the Reading Hat 
Manufacturing Company, for the manufacture of ladies’ 
and men’s fur hats, also men’s stiff hats, and continwed 
active until his death. The mother, Catharine Schuhmann, 
is still living. 

Edward William Schuhmann was born in Newark, New 
Jersey, September 9, 1883. Receiving his early education 
in St. Peter’s Parochial School of that city, the family 
came to Reading in his boyhood and he covered the gram- 
mar course in the Reading schools. He also is a graduate 
of the Reading Business College. In early life learning the 
trade of pattern-maker, he spent six years in his appren- 
ticeship. Mr. Schuhmann was active at his trade for a 
time, but with the rapid development of the automobile 
and its great popularity he saw the opportunities in repair 
activities and established himself in the garage business. 
His first location was at the corner of Spruce and Plum 
streets, but later he was able to secure a more desirable 
place, and on April 1, 1920, removed to his present location 
at No. 108 Oley Street. In this excellent section Mr. 
Schuhmann has developed a large and ever growing inter- 
est, and the motoring public has come to depend upon him 
for excellence of service, prompt fulfillment of any com- 
mission, and courteous treatment at all times. Mr. Schuk- 
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mann is a member of the Reading Hose Company, No. 1, 
and the Reading Veterans’ Volunteer Firemen’s Association, 
but otherwise is affiliated with few branches of organized 
endeavor. He is a@ member of St. Margaret’s Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Edward William Schuhmann married, on June 29, 1922, 
Grace Catherine Pangle, and they reside at No. 822 North 
Front Street. 





HON. CHARLES JOSEPH ESTERLY, whose 
scope of activities and interests include representing the 
Berks-Lehigh District in the sixty-ninth Congress of the 
United States, and as an executive in manufacturing 
circles, farming on an extensive scale, the breeding of 
blooded stock, and an honored career in politics, is today 
one of the best known and most prominent citizens of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, and its environs. He is still a 
young man, and that he has been successful in such a 
ramified career in so short a time is irrefutable proof 
of his ability and energy. 

Mr. Esterly was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1888, a son of Hermann Augustus and Louise 
Gertrude (Zabel) Esterly, both of whom are living (1925). 
Hermann Augustus Esterly was born in Baumstown, Penn- 
sylvania, and has been successful as a commission mer- 
chant. Louise Gertrude (Zabel) Esterly is a native of 
Schenectady, New York. The senior Mr. Esterly is a 
son of Joseph S. Esterly, who served with distinction in 
the Civil War. The Esterly family has been prominent 
in Pennsylvania since 1720, when the first of that sur- 
name came to America from Southern Germany, and 
established the family in the New World. The name 
was originally spelled Oesterle, which soon was changed 
to the present form in America. The town of Esterly, 
Pennsylvania, is named in honor of the immigrant an- 
cestor. . 

Charles Joseph Esterly received his early education in 
the public schools of his birthplace, following which he 
attended the Reading High School, from which he was 
graduated in the class of 1906. Immediately upon the 
completion of his schooling he embarked upon his busi- 
ness career, his initial employment being that oi meter 
reader for the Metropolitan Electric Company of Read- 
ing, with which concern he remained for ten years, work- 
ing up to be sales agent for the company. In 1916 he 
severed his connections with the Metropolitan Electric 
Company in order to accept the offer of a position in 
the sales department of the Berkshire Knitting Mills of 
Wyomissing, Berks County, Pennsylvania. He began his 
duties with this well known concern on January 1, 1916, 
and has continued with it ever since. As an important 
factor of the sales department of the above-named com- 
pany, Mr. Esterly continues to demonstrate his ability as 
a business man. Other outstanding business affiliations 
of Mr. Esterly’s are as follows: President and director of 
the Crystal Rock Water Company, a director of the 
United States Knitting Mills, and a director of the Read- 
ing Bottle Stopper Company. He is also the owner of 
the famous Sally Ann Furnace Farms in Rockland Town- 
ship, near Bowers, Pennsylvania, where the historic Sally 
Ann Furnaces were started in 1791 by Valentine Eckert, 


and later owned and managed by Nicholas and Jacob 





‘ well and wisely served. 
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Van Reed Hunter. The mansion on this property, erected 
in 1814, is still in an excellent state of preservation. Al- 
together, Mr. Esterly owns six large farms in Berks 
County. He resides on one of his farms in Muhlenberg 
Township, at Spring Valley, where he is especially inter- 
ested in breeding registered Ayrshire cattle and Berkshire 
swine. 

During the late World War, Mr. Esterly served as 
secretary of the local Red Cross Chapter, and later chair- 
man of the Red Cross Roll Call, his enthusiasm and energy 
predicating the successful outcome of all financial drives. 
He helped to organize the New Reading Fair and served 
as the first advertising manager. He has also been a 
supporter of the Reading Base Ball and Athletic Associa- 
tion, having acted as director for some time. For the 
past seven years, in addition to managing other public 
celebrations, he has had charge of the Wyomissing Fourth 
of July festivities. He has also lent his support to the 
Playground Association, having served as a director. 

Mr. Esterly’s achievements in the world of politics have 
been noteworthy. Since his ephebic days he has cast his 
lot with, and his ballot for, the Republican Party. His 
party soon recognized the evident ability of the young 
man, and in 1917, at the age of twenty-nine years, he was 
elected Borough Committeeman, which office he held until 
1921. Meanwhile he had been chosen a school director 
of Wyomissing, holding this position for six years, from 
1915 to 1921, inclusive. In 1920 he was National Delegate 
to the Republican Convention in Chicago, and helped to 
nominate President Harding. From 1922 to 1924, in- 
clusive, he served as committeeman for the Republican 
State Committee. In November, 1924, as a fitting com- 
pliment to his successful years as a delegate and Com- 
mittee man, Mr. Esterly was elected by a majority of 
6,700 to the Sixty-Ninth United States Congress to repre- 
sent the Berks-Lehigh Fourteenth Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania, and in view of his past record it is an 
assured fact that the interests of his constituency will be 
Veteran politicians, who have 
watched the meteoric career of the youthful Congressman, 
predict other steps upward when his term in Congress is 
completed. 

Mr. Esterly is an enthusiastic Mason, and holds mem- 
bership in a majority of the Masonic bodies. That he 
is ever “in search of further light” is proved by his 
affiliation with Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine, and others of the higher Masonic 
degrees. He is also a member of Reading Lodge, Bene- 
volent and Protective Order of Elks, and of the Loyal 
Order of Moose. Mr. Esterly holds membership in many 
clubs and social organizations, among which may be men- 
tioned the Temple Club, the Wyomissing Club, the Iris 
Club, and that internationally-known organization of 
good-fellowship among business men—the Rotary Club, 
of which he was one of the organizers, and to which at 
one time he zave his services as secretary. Mr. Esterly 
and the members of his family attend the Grace Lutheran 
Church of Reading. 

Hon. Charles Joseph Esterly was married in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, February 14, 1912, to Beulah Shade Deem, 
who was born in Reading, a daughter of Henry and 
Rosa (Shade) Deem. Mr. Deem, now deceased, was for 
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many years prominently identified in local real estate 
circles. To Hon. Charles Joseph and Beulah Shade 
(Deem) Esterly have been born two children, as follows: 
Henry Herman, born February 15, 1917; and Richard 
Harding, born Octeber 12, 1920. Mr. and Mrs. Esterly 
are prominent in both Reading and Wyomissing society, 
and are always ready and willing to lend their moral or 
financial support to any worthy movement which has as 
its design the advancement of civic, municipal or county 
welfare work. 


REV. PHILIP COLUMBUS CROLL—Three 
score years and ten replete with honors and filled with 
service have been the happy lot of Rev. Philip Columbus 
Croll, who has made an indelible stamp upon the religious, 
civic and literary life of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Pastoral duties, faithfully performed over a period of 
more than forty years, in which he helped mold the 
spiritual natures of hundreds who came under his preach- 
ing and teaching a champion of civic righteousness, and 
a fearless advocate of the steps taken in the evolution 
of a cleaner civilization; author, compiler and translator 
of a great array of informative, historical, Biblical and 
entertaining volumes and articles of real worth, and of 
poems that sing the heart and the mind of the writer, 
this gifted ministerial servant of his day and generation 
is a pillar of strength in the social structure of the com- 
monwealth, and his county of Berks and ‘home town of 
Womelsdorf are participants in the celebrity that has 
come to him who for years has gone in and out among 
them with his delightfully helpful oral messages of faith 
and cheer and has contributed of his mental equipment 
those equally delightful and instructive products of his 
pen. 

Born near apatia, Pennsylvania, October 2, 1852, 
Philip Columbus. Croll is a son of John and Katharine 
(DeLong) Croll. His father was an upstanding man, a 
tailor and farmer, who served as township school director 
and assessor at North Whitehall, Lehigh County, Penn- 
sylvania, when the family resided in that community. The 
parents of Philip Columbus Croll early determined that 
he should be afforded every opportunity for a liberal 
education. He attended the public schools of Schnecks- 
ville, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, until he reached the 
age of sixteen years. For four years he was a student at 
the Keystone Normal School, Kutztown, Pennsylvania, 
1869-73, and was graduated from the Pennsylvania Col- 
lege, at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, whence he was grad- 
uated in the class of 1876 with fourth honor. Having 
elected the profession of clergyman, he entered the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg in 1876, and was 
, graduated in 1879. In 1904 his alma mater at Gettysburg 
“honored him with the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

He was ordained in the Lutheran ministry in 1879. In 
that year he accepted a call and became the pastor of 
the Lutheran body at Womelsdorf, and continued in that 
capacity for three years. In 1882 he went to Schuylkill 
Haven, Pennsylvania, where he was pastor for ten years. 
In 1892 he was installed as pastor at Lebanon, Pennsyl- 
vania, and served the Lutheran congregation in that town 
for seventeen years. In 1909 he was settled as pastor at 


Beardstown, Illinois, and ministered to that flock for” 





tt 


twelve years; he severed his relations with that church 
in 1921. He has now returned to his beloved Womelsdori, 
where he makes his home, surrounded by his people, who 
rejoice in the sweet intimacy of this man of faith and 
letters. : 

Mr. Croll’s chief delight through his long and fruitful 
career of service to his fellow-men, aside from his strictly 
spiritual ministrations, has been in the production of 
literary work, for which he is specially gifted. Among 
his books which have found a ready sale and a wide 
reading are: “Tributes to Luther,” 1884; “The Golden 
Wedding Ring,” 1887; “Historic Landmarks of the Le- 
banon Valley,” 1895; “Art Work of Lebanon County,” 
1895; “Bible Quiz,” 1897; “Bible Gems,” 1898; “Garden- 
ing and Out-of-Doors,” 1917; “Slumberland and Slumber 
Songs,” 1917; “Annals of Womelsdorf and Community,” 
1923; “The a dincharien Bi-Centenial,” 1923. He was 
the founder and editor of the ta ree ae iy ia 
Magazine,” 1900-05. He has translated into English from 
the German: “Jewish Artisan Life’ (Delitzsch), 1884; 
“Jesus and Hillel” (Delitzsch), 1884; “Alli, or Blessed 
Are the Merciful” (Hoffman), 1886. He contributed “The 
Western Berks County” section of the “History of Read- 
ing and Berks County,” and has contributed numerous 
articles of prose and many poems to magazines and church 
periodicals. 

Rev. Mr. Croll is essentially a Democrat, but in his 
political faith he has often declared with conscientious 
consistency his adherence to Prohibition principles, and 
with the Prohibition Party he has voted the Presidential 
ballot. He was a Democrat when he cast his first vote 
for President, in 1876, for Samuel J. Tilden. He was a 
Democratic Prohibitionist when he voted the Prohibition 
ticket for President in 1880, 1884, 1888, 1892, 1896, .1900, 
1904 and 1908. In the Presidential elections of 1912 and 
1916 he was again a straight-cut Democrat, casting his 
ballot for Woodrow Wilson. In 1920 he again actively 
joined at the polls the cause of the Prohibition Party and 
voted its Presidential ticket. He has lived to see victory 
perch upon the banners of the embattled warriors in the 
fight for deliverance of the country from the domination 
of King Alcohol, and to rejoice in that new expression of 
the liberty of man which is the antithesis of the license 
that enslaves its subjects. 

Mr. Croll founded and promoted the Beardstown (Illi- 
nois) Chautauqua Course. He is a member of the Phi 
Gamma Delta. college fraternity, a life-member of the 
American Bible Society, a founder and member of the 
Lebanon County Historical Society, a member of the 
Illinois State Historical Society, and of the Historical 
Society of Berks County, Pennsylvania. It was he who 
conceived and first suggested and thus became the origin- 
ator of the plans for the Conrad Weiser Park Association. 
He is an honorary member of the Berks County Eagle 
Mountain Climbing Club. He and his family are members 
of the United Lutheran Church at Womelsdorf, 

Mr. Croll married, March 11, 1880, at Alburtis, Penn- 
sylvania, Sallie A. Greiss, a daughter of Philip and Kathar- 
ine (Clader) Greiss. This union has been blessed with 
eight children of -whom the following are still living: 
1. Edward E., born January 15, 1881, associate editor of 
the “Philadelphia Public Ledger.” 2. Herbert. G., born 
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February 11, 1886; civil engineer, of Chicago, Illinois. 
3. Aimee K., born April 17, 1889, teacher in the Miss 
Sayward School, Overbrook, Pennsylvania, and director 
of Camp Conewago (junior girls) Mt. Gretna, Penn- 
sylvania. 4. Paul R., born January 1, 1892, chemist and 
director of research with Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 5. Hilda M., born August 31, 
1895; instructor at Yale University, New Maven, Con- 
necticut. Three children born to Rev. and Mrs.’ Croll 
are deceased. 


JENKIN HiLL—One of the outstanding characters 
of Berks County, who left his impress for good upon men 
and their affairs, and who had figured as a_ political 
influence in the State government, the while he had been 
an exponent of the civic progress and material advance- 
ment of his home city of Reading, was the late Jenkin 
Hill, whose association with commercial enterprises, the 
life insurance business, his connection with the auditor- 
general’s department at the State Capitol, Harrisburg, and 
his high positions in fraternal circles, made him one of 
the best known men of the Keystone State. Among the 
singularly conspicuous services he had rendered in a 
public way were his membership on the Committee of 
Relief at the time of the devastating cyclone in Reading, 
his official duties as school controller of Reading for 
three terms, and as secretary of the Reading Board of 
Trade, and his large part in the erection of the memorial 
to the late President William McKinley. In business, in 
politics, in matters of civic interest, in religious move- 
ments, and in his fraternal obligations, he was respected 
for his sterling worth, his unselfish devotion to the public 
weal, and his qualities of fellowship and enduring friend- 
ship. 

Born in South Wales, a son of William and Charlotte 
Hill, his father having been a well known contractor, 
Jenkin Hill, at the age of four years, was brought by his 
parents to America. They first settled in Philadelphia, 
living in that city for’about one year, aiterward remov- 
ing to Reading. The son, Jenkin Hill, attended the pub- 
lic schools of Reading, and finished his education with 
courses in business colleges. He was well equipped to 
participate in a business enterprise when he was given a 
position in the office of the Reading Iron Company’s 
Ninth Street mill, serving under Superintendent Cox. 
He did so well at his work in the office and learned the 
rudiments of the industry so thoroughly that he was 
promoted to rail inspector. About the year 1885 he 
engaged in the life insurance business and became a gen- 
eral agent of the Equitable Life Assurance Society of 
New York City for the Reading district. He made a 

uccess of his part in the life insurance business, making 
a clientele of some of the most desirable subjects within 
his jurisdiction. Mr. Hill early began to manifest a deep 
interest in political matters. At the time that the late 


General David Gregg became the candidate of the Repub- 
lican Party for the office of State auditor, Mr. Hill 
espoused the cause of General Gregg and actively cam- 
paigned in his behalf. General Gregg was elected, and he 
recognized the fact that a large contributing element to 
his triumph was the hard and intelligent work that had 
been done for him by Mr. Hill. He telegraphed Mr. Hill,” 
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inviting him to come to see him. At that conference 
General Gregg insisted that Mr. Hill accept the offer of a 
position at the State Capitol. Mr. Hill thereupon entered 
the department of the auditor-general and remained there 
four years, giving distinguished service to the State, in 
the meantime rising to an even higher position in the 
favor and grace of the Republican State leaders. He 
became one of the most trusted of the advisers in the 
councils of his party. Returning from Harrisburg to Read- 
ing, he associated himself with Henry Jackson in the 
paint business, afterward, about 1899, becoming associated 
with the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, as its 
gencral agent, in which business he continued with marked 
success until his death, August 27, 1921. Mr. Hill gave 
excellent service to that enterprising body of men, the 
Reading Board of Trade, of which he was the secretary 
for five years. During his incumbency he was the means 
of aiding the board to enhance the prestige of the city 
as an industrial center and a residential community. It 
was Mr. Hill who advanced the suggestion of erection of 
a memorial to President McKinley in Reading. Acting 
upon his initiative, he served as chairman of the com- 
mittee in charge of the matter. He brought forth a plan 
by which every child in the schools should contribute a 
penny to the memorial fund. This participation of the 
children in the memorial movement served to complete 
the fund, and the object was assured. Mr. Hill interested 
Mrs. McKinley in the matter and enlisted her codperation 
to the extent of proffering her opinion on the likeness 
of the martyred President; and her ideas in the matter 
were incorporated in the memorial, the monument being 
erected in a prominent location in Penn Common in the 
city of Reading. At the time of his death Mr. Hill was 
vice-president of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
of Reading, an organization which accumulated a goodly 
number of policies in the Reading region and in which 
Mr. Hill manifested a genuine interest. 

In fraternal organizations Mr. Hill was a poweriul 
factor. In the order of the Knights of the Golden Eagle 
he had occupied all the offices in the local and State 
branches, served as Grand Chief of Pennsylvania, May 16, 
1895, to May 14, 1896, was admitted to the Supreme 
Castle, October 13, 1896, and served as Supreme Chief, 
October 14, 1902, to October 13, 1903. As Supreme Chief 
his duties called him to most parts of America to estab- 
lish castles of the order. His memory is especially fondly 
cherished in his home organization, Mount Penn Castle, 
No. 51, of Reading. He was affiliated with the Free and 
Accepted Masons and had served as district deputy for 
a term of six years. During his incumbency of that office 
he was instrumental in securing the erection of the Berks 
Building at the Masonic Home at Elizabethtown, Penn- 
sylvania. He was a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows; the Knights of Friend- 
ship; and the Royal Arcanum. His religious affiliation 
was with the First Baptist Church of Reading, in which 
he was honored with the office of deacon. a 

Mr. Hill married M. Louisa Bogh, at Calasauqua, Penn- 
sylvania, daughter of George Washington and Caroline 
(Biery) Bogh, and their children are: Ralph G., who is 
the successor of his father as general agent of the Penn 
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Mutual Life Insurance Company; Raymond, who died 
at the age of seven years; Layton, who is associated with 
the Farr Nursery Company; and Harold, who is engaged 
in the insurance business. 

The grandchildren are: Ralph G. Hill, Jr., David Davis 
Hill, Layton Jenkin Hill, Louise E. Hill, and Charlotte 
Bp Meee 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN FRAME—The name of 
Abraham Lincoln Frame is well and widely known in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, where his activities as an indus- 
trialist have not only reacted to his own good and gain, 
but have also contributed definitely to progress and up- 
building in local manufacturing circles. Mr. Frame has 
also been especially active in that great and ancient 
organization, the Masonic Fraternity. That he has ever 
been “in search of further light” is proved by his mem- 
bership in the numerous higher branches. 

Abraham Lincoln Frame, named after America’s great 
emancipator, was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, October 
23, 1864, a son of Conrad and Catherine (Marx) Frame, 
the father having been a well known coal dealer of Read- 
ing. Abraham L. Frame’s education was received in the 
public schools of his birthplace, and when his school days 
were over he entered the employ of his father, succeeding 
to the extensive coal business in 1887. Mr. Frame’s 
entry into industrial circles took place in 1903, when he 
began the manufacture of iron castings, etc., under the 
trade name of the Gray-Iron Foundry Company, at No. 
1432 Mulberry Street. In 1912 the present and more 
adequate quarters were acquired at West Green and Tul- 
pehocken streets, where the business is being carried on 
with ever-increasing success. 

Politically, Mr. Frame casts his lot with, and his ballot 
for, the Republican Party. His fraternal associations are 
as follows: Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Excelsior Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Reading 
Commandery, Knights Templar; Reading Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, having been 
a representative to the Imperial Council for ten years; 
he is also a member of the Knights of Malta. He is past 
president of the Liberty Fire Company; vice-president of 
the Temple Club; president of the Reading Country Club; 
and vice-president of the Reading Automobile Club. He 
is a director of the Reading Fair; and the Berks County 
Agricultural Society. It has been said that a man’s fra- 
ternal and social affiliations give a clear picture of his 
status in a community. This truism is especially applicable 
in the present instance. 

Abraham Lincoln Frame was married, June 6, 1888, 
yin Reading, Pennsylvania, to Lillie Edwards, a daughter 
of John and Elizabeth Edwards. To Abraham L. and 
Lillie (Edwards) Frame have been born two children: 
Edith, born March 2, 1889; and Clarence, born June 6, 
1891. The family residence is at No. 403 South Fifth 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. The family is prominent 
in local social circles. 


WALTER HEATON, Mus. Doc.—His _ lifelong 
Service in behalf of church music in particular, and as a 
recitalist, have found such deserved favor for Dr. Heaton 





on the part of universities and of the general public that 


the position he holds as one of the most distinguished 
organists is without dispute. Possessor of talent of a 
remarkable range, and chiefly as a composer, teacher, and 
master of the organ recital, his genius has desired much 
of him in its service, both in England and the United 
States, that he has fulfilled to a notable degree, and as 
choirmaster of the Memorial Church of the Holy Cross in 
Reading since 1896, he has presided at the organ in that 
church in his peerless manner.. His anthems are world- 
famous, and are sung in all the churches, and they are 
known for their religious depth, power and harmony. Dr. 
Heaton is the son of Richard Heaton, a silk manufacturer, 
who was in the British Army prior to his marnage, and 
Sara (Holker) Heaton. 

Dr. Walter Heaton was born February 19, 1871, in 
Manchester, England, and he attended the parish school 
of Eccles, and the King Edward VI School of Maccles- 
field; and matriculating at Victoria University, he grad- 
uated from there with the class of 1889. His name adorns 
the honor list of that University, where he won the 
famous Hargreaves Musical Scholarship three years in 
succession, a feat that has not been accomplished by 
any other student in the University, before or since. The 
highest diploma granted to professional musicians in the 
art of the piano was bestowed upon him, and Dr. Heaton 
was successful in obtaining the Fellowship of the Royal 
College of Organists, conceded to be the highest technical 
test in the musical world. Before coming to the United 
States, he was organist and choirmaster of one of the 
leading Congregational churches in the North of England; 


and from 1888 to 1895, he had been a member of the 


British Volunteer Naval Reserves. 

Dr. Heaton received his call to officiate at the organ 
of the Memorial Church of the Holy Cross in Reading 
in February, 1896, and he continues in that capacity to 
the present time. The general musical world throughout 
the United States is well aware of Dr. Heaton’s leadership 
in music, for he. has given many popular recitals in the 
eastern part of the country, and he was especially engaged 
for the Philadelphia National Export Exhibition and the 
Buffalo Exposition. His pupils everywhere are entering 
upon their own spheres of activity in music, due to the 
inspiration of the training bestowed upon them by their 
teacher; and both vocalists and players who were taught 
by him hold positions of prominence in various colleges. 
Several thousand copies have been sold of Dr. Heaton’s 
famed “Now the day is over,” a work intended for un- 
accompanied chorus; and forty or fifty anthems and 
choral works of his production are frequently seen in 
the musical service lists. Other works by Dr. Heaton 
include “The Artistic Impulse,” and “Vocal Technology,” 
both published by Whitman, of London; and “Tempera- 
nent and Sex,” published by Badger, in Boston. The 
degrees of Bachelor and Doctor of Music were granted Dr. 
Heaton by the Lincoln-Jefferson University in 1922, after 
a prolonged and thorough examination. His professional 
affiliations are those of the American Guild of Organists, 
and the National Association of Organists, and he is a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Organists. The British 
societies of which he is a member are the British Society 
of Psychology and the British Palestrina Society; and 
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his fraternal and other associations are those of the St. 
John’s Lodge, No. 435 Free and Accepted Masons; the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce; and the Wyomissing 
Club. His religious fellowship is with the Memorial 
Church of the Holy Cross, at Reading. 

Dr. Walter Heaton married, August 30, 1897, at Reading, 
Elizabeth Boone, daughter of Horace D. and Elizabeth 
(Hangen)- Boone, and they are the parents of Percy 
Hugh Heaton, born June 16, 1905. 


ROBERT EMMERY MOLLEY—As proving the 
truth and adaptability of the jewel of wisdom wrapped 
up in that proverb of Scripture: “Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it,” Robert Emmery Molley is an example of the 
result of the fatherly care, foresight and training received 
at the hands of Charles Frederick Molley, who was 
numbered among the substantial business men of Reading, 
and who conferred upon his son a share of the honors 
that have come to him in the promotion of an important 
enterprise. It was the father’s fond desire that his son, 
Robert E., should, after proper training and experience, 
assume an official connection with the concern that the 
elder Mr. Molley had conceived and organized. To his 
expectation the son measured up in a way that was at 
once gratifying to the father and a source of satisfaction 
to the younger men’s friends and business associates. He 
has been a wise steward of the responsible offices to 
which he has been appointed or elected, and is carrying 
on successfully the management of paying enterprises 
that constitute units of the industrial life of Reading. 

Robert Emmery Molley, born September 18, 1882, in 
Steelton, Pennsylvania, is a son of Charles Frederick and 
Alice Mary Molley. He attended the grammar school of 
the community, and the remainder of his education was 
acquired in the school of experience, which has graduated 
so many celebrated men and women into various channels 
of life work. His father was a land developer and expert 
real estate man. He obtained not a little local fame as 
the promoter and developer of Wyomissing, Reading’s 
most beautiful suburb. As the organizer of the American 
Boron Products Company, Inc., in Reading, he gave to 
that city an additional enterprise of value in the business 
life of the community. His son, trained by the father 
along that line of business, has become manager of the 
American Boron Products Company, and still holds that 
position, shaping the policies and determining in a large 
degree the success that has repaid the concern for its 
efforts to do a profitable business. Mr. Molley is also the 
vice-president and treasurer of the Berks Lehmont Fur 
Farms, Inc., of Reading, he being the prime mover of 
, this organization. This company was formed for the 
purpose of raising Silver Black foxes, and was the first 
concern of its kind in Pennsylvania. The company was 
formed in September, 1920, and on January 12, 1921, the 

first breeding stock was received from Prince Edward 

Island, which consisted of ten pairs of the finest Silver 

Black foxes obtainable, and cost $30,000. Local news- 

papers would give them no publicity the first year and 

a half because they thought fur could not be raised in 

this climate, but after two months of study they decided 

it could, and today twelve other companies or individuals 
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are in the same business, and a number of them purchased 
their foundation stock from this company. They have 
sold quite a few pairs of breeding animals since starting jn 
business without parting with any of the original stock. 
The largest sale made by them was on December §, 1924 
when they sold to one of the largest concerns in th: 
country fifteen pairs of their fine stock for $2,000 per pari, 
or $30,000. They have today over fifty beautiful foxes oy 
the ranch. The corporation has a capital of $100,000. 
Mr. Molley is an adherent of the Republican Party. 

Mr. Molley married, in May, 1906, at Bethlehem, Penn. 
sylvania, Sarah C. Adams, daughter of Thomas F. and 
Ellen E. Adams, her father having been at one time pro- 
thonotary of Berks County. Mr. and Mrs. Molley have 
one son, Robert Winfred, born July 31, 1908. The Molley 
family home is in the beautiful residential community of 
Intervilla, Pennsylvania. 


ELI WASHINGTON FOX-—The worth and sin- 
cerity of Eli Washington Fox, of Reading, gave him a 
high position in the industrial and commercial life of the 
city, and made his name one of permanent interest and 
importance to any record of this region. Among his busi- 
ness associates Mr. Fox was known as a man of the 
strictest integrity and his faithfulness to every obligation 
was universally recognized and lauded. In his prominent 
position in life he was widely known, yet among al} 
who were familiar with his activities he was deeply res- 
pected, for his exemplary career was above reproach. He 
gave to his responsibilities the careful attention and tire- 
less energy which count for success in any realm, and in 
his passing the city of Reading lost such a man as can- 
not be spared without keen and lasting regret. 

Eli Washington Fox was born in Leesport, in this county, 
and was a son of Eli S. and Elizabeth (Maderia) Fox, 
his father a prominent hotel-keeper, who at one time 
conducted the old Keystone House, now known as the 
Hotel Penn, at the corner of Sixth and Penn streets, in 
Reading. The family coming to Reading when he was a 
young lad, Mr. Fox was reared in this city and received 
a practical education in its institutions. Early in life he 
displayed those qualities of mind which won him the 
friendship and esteem of the people with whom he came 
in contact and he made many friends. As a young man he 
was identified with his father in the management of the 
Keystone House, and for a number of years acted x: 
manager of that well known hotel in his father’s interest. 
His business ability was clearly evident in his discharge 01 
the responsibilities placed in his hands, but his interest in 
productive activity was so great that as time passed and 
he was able to turn over the hotel to other hands he 
gladly entered the industrial world. His first affiliation 
in this connection was with the Reading Terra Cotta 
Works, located at the foot of Franklin Street. For many 
years Mr. Fox was identified with this progressive enter- 
prise and filled an important position in the organization 
His work was that of the able and efficient business execu- 

tive and his energy counted largely for the progress 
the concern, giving a strong impetus to the already lone 
established business. Mr. Fox later became the propriciol 
of the Reading Glass Works and was active thus until 
the plant was destroyed by fire. This business was locates 
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on the River Road, at the intersection of the Lebanon 
Valley Railroad, and was an important one in its field. 
Deciding not to rebuild, Mr. Fox entered the wholesale 
glass trade, buying and selling to the local merchants and 
developing a very important and prosperous business. 
His energy and initiative were strong forces in his success, 
but perhaps the most important factors in his progress 
through life were his lofty integrity, his keen, farsighted 
judgment, and his genial spirit, which’ gave him a deep 
interest in everyone of his fellow-beings. In the progress 
and growth of the city of his residence Mr. Fox took a 
constructive part along various lines, although never per- 
miting his name to be brought forward in connection with 
candidacy for an elective office. He was a member of the 
Common Council from 1880 to 1884, and did much during 
his service in the deliberations of that body for the general! 
welfare and advancement of civic interest. A man of 
sincere religious convictions, he, for many years, held 
membership in the Second Reformed Church, of Reading, 
and was a liberal contributor to its activities. 

Eli Washington Fox married (first) Mabel Kutz, who 
died, leaving two children: Arthur and Ada E. He mar- 
ried, (second) Ella Elizabeth Niethammer, daughter of 
John George and A. Mary (Gessler) Niethammer (see 
following biography). 





JOHN GEORGE NIETHAMMER—The life of 
John George Niethammer, of Reading, was filled with 
progressive activities in varied lines of commercial and 
benevolent effort. A native of Germany, he brought to 
American interests and industries the tireless energy and 
large business ability characteristic of the sons of that 
nation, and. his career, which centered in Reading, was 
filled witn useful and successful activities. Mr. Nietham- 
mer’s personality was one which radiated friendliness. 
Deeply interested in every phase of progressive endeavor, 
not only from the viewpoint of the citizen and spectator 
but as a worker for the general good, and as an individual 
who felt sincere brotherly kindness toward his fellow- 
beings, Mr. Niethammer was a man worthy of the highest 
esteem and he made countless friends. The sincerity of 
the man, and his genuineness and his catholicity of spirit 
made him such a personality as would long be remembered 
in any community, and to those who recall his smile and 
cordial words his name is a sacred recollection. 

The Niethammer name is one of high distinction and 
honor in Germany, and owing largely to the activities 
of John George Niethammer, it has won distinction in 
this country. Balthaser Niethammer, Mr. Niethammer’s 
father, was born in Germany and there followed agricul- 
tural pursuits, also animal husbandry, and became widely 
known and largely successful in the cattle business. He 


“spent his entire lifetime in his native Germany, where he 


died; his wife, Anna Maria (Seager) Niethammer, was 
also a native and life-long resident of that country. They 
were the parents of two children: Elizabeth, who died 
in Germany many years after her marriage; and John 
George, whose name entitles this review. 

John George Niethammer was born in Wiirttemberg, 
Germany, and died in Reading, Pennsylvania, March 30, 
1890. He received an exceilent education in his native 
land, then, as a young man, came to America, landing in” 


New York City, July 19, 1852. He spent only two days 
in the metropolis, coming therefrom direct to Reading, 
and there he shortly secured a position as superintendent 
of a-large sawmill. It is interesting to note that from 
this mill came the timbers used in the construction of 
many bridges across the Schuylkill and Tulpehocken rivers. 
Largely interested in public affairs, both national and inter- 
national, it was only natural that Mr. Niethammer should 
have taken an early and long continued part in the locai 
progress of Reading. After his sawmill employment he 
became identified. with the Berks County Court House 
as an employee, and through his faithful service and 
obliging attitude he contributed largely to the progress 
of the county in his time. He then took over the manage- 
ment of Muhlenberg Hall, which was located at No. 757 
Penn Street, and until his death he successfully conducted 
this interest. Many important gatherings were held in 
that old and time-honored auditorium, and much that was 
progressive and of interest to the people came to the 
shelter of its roof under the auspices of this broad- 
visioned man. He was at the head of this hall for 
thirty-five years and did much to promote social, civic, 
and benevolent interests. Early in life Mr. Niethammer 
was one of the leading importers of the Rhine wine ac- 
tive in Reading and was the first to make a special trip 
to Europe in the interest of his trade. In later years, 
however, he discontinued this business, devoting his entire 
time and energies to the success and importance of Muh- 
lenberg Hall. Large benevelences of spirit was one of 
the chief characteristics of this worthy and well-remem- 
bered citizen of a generation ago. He was for many years 
identified with Teutonic Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, 
and in every branch of useful or worthy endeavor of 
business or civic nature he lent the strength of his influ- 
ence toward ‘the progress of his time. His memory will 
ever be sacred to all those who recall the period of his 
activity, for he was one of the most honored and promi- 
nent citizens of Reading over a period of several decades, 
and until his death. 

John George Niethammer married, in March, 1855, 
the Rev. Mr. Keller of the Trinity Lutheran Church per- 
forming the ceremony, A. Mary Gessler, who was born 
in Germany, September 17, 1833, and came to this country 
March 18, 1853. Mrs. Niethammer continued her hus- 
band’s business for eight years after his death, then took 
up her residence at No. 122 North Eleventh Street, where 
her death occurred June 21, 1905. She was a woman of 
beautiful character and great loyalty to her home and 
family. Both Mr. and Mrs. Niethammer are buried in 
Chirles Evans Cemetery. They were the parents of the 
following children: Mary Catharine, who died in 1883, 
leaying her huband, Samuel P. Brown; Anna Margaret, 
at nome; Ella Elizabeth, wife of Eli Washington Fox (see 
preceding biography); John G., chief of the Reading 
Fiie Department and a leading business man of Reading; 
Pecer B., who died March 30, 1916, leaving a wife, Luca 
(Miller) Niethammer; and Jacob B., one of the foremost 
young men of his day, a brilliant inventor and a leading 
member of the Young Men’s Christian Association, who 
died January 19, 1894. Miss Niethammer and Mrs. Fox 
maintain the home at No. 122: North Eleventh Street, 
Reading. 
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HARRY CLAUDE BELL is one of the foremost 
He is 
the owner and operator of the Reading Casting Company, 
is a prominent clubman, and has held three terms as 
justice of the peace of his home township, West Potts- 
grove, Montgomery County, and in Pottstown, Pennsyl- 
vania. He is widely known in fraternal affairs, 


Harry Claude Bell was born in West Pottsgrove, April 


4, 1881, the son of J. George Bell, native of Pennsylvania, 
who died in 1898, and Sallie (Yocom) Bell, who at present 
lives with her son and his family in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania. Young Bell was educated in the district schools 
of West Pottsgrove and in the Pottstown High School, 
from which he was graduated in 1899, 

Mr. Bell began to work at an early age, his first position 
being in the office of Stanley G. Flagg & Company, Phila- 
delphia. He rose rapidly through the office and was 
placed as foreman in three different departments. He 
then returned to the office as manager of the corres- 
pondence department. He was with this concern for 
fourteen years. Mr. Bell entered politics at an early age, 
and after a period of activity, in April, 1904, became 
justice of the peace of West Pottsgrove Township for 
a term of five years. Moving to Pottstown, he was 
appointed a justice of the peace by the governor of Penn- 
sylvania. On December 16, 1913, he was reélected to 
that office for six years. He became associated with 
A. L. Frame in the Reading Casting Company, with the 
positions of secretary and treasurer, on May 1, 1913. A 
year later he bought the plant from Mr. Frame and has 
been operating it ever since. It employs from sixty to 


‘seventy-five men. 


Mr. Bell is a member of the Pottstown Aerie of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, U. S. Grant Council, of the 
Order of Independent Americans, the Reading Lodge No. 
115, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of 
which he was Exalted Ruler from 1922 to 1923, being 
reélected in 1924 for another term; the Manufacturers’ 
Association, of Berks County; the Reading Chamber of 
Commerce; the Reading Kiwanis Club; the Reading Coun- 
try Club; and the Reading Auto Club. He is a director 
of the Northeastern Trust Company, of Reading, and a 
member of the board of directors of the Salvation Army, 
of Reading. His church aifiliation is with the Trinity 
Reformed, of Pottstown. 

My. Bell married Mary eames, Shanley, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Shanley, of Pottstown, in Stowe. 
They have two children, Sara J., and Alice P. 


JOHN B. HOFMANN—A leading citizen of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, and active in various branches of bus- 
iness and industrial interests for nearly forty years, John 
‘B. Hofmann has gained large success and is esteemed 
among the broadly noteworthy citizens of Berks County. 
Mr. Hofmann is a member of a family long identified 
with the advance of the State of Pennsylvania, and is 


_ a son of John B. and Sarah (Roatharp) Hofmann, his 


father a blacksmith by occupation and a man of the 
highest integrity. 

John B. Hofmann was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
September 26, 1874. His education was limited to the 
advantages of the local public schools, and at the age 
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of eleven years he struck out in the world of men and 
affairs to become self-supporting. Entering the employ 
of the Chandler Tool Company, he was engaged in that 
connection for about four years, then, in 1889, formed 
a connection with the Reading Hardware and Brass 
Company, where he continued for fifteen years. In 1904 
Mr. Hofmann became associated with his father in busi- 
ness, and with his assistance the elder man expanded 
his activities as a blacksmith quite definitely. Giving this 


‘impetus to his father’s interests, Mr. Hofmann, the fol- 


lowing year, entered the employ of the Ohio & Reading 
Railroad and remained with this transportation concern 
for fourteen years. In 1919 he established a restaurant 
at No. 348 South Eleventh Street, Réading, and is still 
active in this connection. Applying to the development 
of this enterprise broadly progressive as well as practical 
principles, Mr. Hofmann has won large success and is 
considered one of the leading business men of Reading. 

In the service of the people, John B. Hofmann has long 
borne a noteworthy part, his principal endeavors in public 
affairs, having been in line with fire protection. Joining 
the local fire department in 1905, he has been identified 
with the organization continuously since, and in December, 
1919, was elected assistant fire chief for a period of four 
years. His leadership counted so definitely for the prog- 
ress of the department and was so clearly a force for the 
inspiration and codperation of the ranks that Mr. Hof- 
mann was reélected on December 3, 1923, for a second 
term of four years, as assistant fire chief of the Reading 
Fire Department. He has for many years been attached 
to the Keystone Hook & Ladder Company, of Reading, 
and has also been connected with the Friendship Steam 
Fire Company. He is a member of the State and Vei- 
erans Firemen’s associations, also the Firemen’s Relief 
Association, was formerly a member of the Loyal Order of 
Moose, and is identified with the Brotherhood Railway 
Trainmen’s Association. A Democrat by political con- 
victions but never an office-seeker, Mr. Hofmann attends 
the Yocum Church. 

John B. Hofmann married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
Elizabeth Hyle, and they are the parents of five children: 
Arthur, John and James, twins; Paul; and Ada. Mr. 
Hofmann has two brothers: George F. and William, 
and two sisters: Elizabeth and Helen. 


ALEXANDER AIKEN HARWICK—As second 
lieutenant, United States Infantry, commanding Com- 
pany H of the Students’ Army Training Corps at Cornell 
University, and as first lieutenant of the 314th United 
States Infantry, of the Officers’ Reserve Corps. Mr. Har- 
wick “did his bit” in the World War, and the school 
district of Reading is now reaping the benefit of his experi- 
ence. He is director of physical education in that district, 
and undoubtedly the new generation of school boys and 
girls now growing up in that district will be stronger 
men and women for the training he is giving them. 

Mr. Harwick was born in Chicago, Illinois, May 22, 
1885. He was educated at the Poplar Bluff High School, 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri, at the Normal College American 
Gymnastic Union, Indianapolis, Indiana, and Leland Stan- 
ford Junior University, California. 

That he is friendly is evidenced by the many societies 








TSN 
nS 


toe SY 


sea 


* 


ab SS ae ak els ke Ri SEL ta cA evi bee sir jl nb ie edn wes 





Dut iN Ni en id MRC Nn alii alin ae bs wlan ad inad cts ace dat bunsscleiie 














soggy Ae 





Se ee swnnesd 


be 


SSRIS ROTA SE PY SRS EOE AE TOPE SOT eee ree 
Z 5 7 TOK PF IL UTR LEST Ow | 








else 


ASsdmigea: petit 


AiiPinstt ah eal: 


BRIN 1a « TIS i 


anes SA 


4 


8 
td 
al 

: 


v 











Poteet 


(ie 8 


ERA TT, Pe Te eee 


RIOT 


Ede aera coke nate ek a Gace 


TENT BATT IT OY PETS EEL SUM PTA TRY NNEC RESET IETD we OTSA AES 


NIST VE LINE TE EI EWR FSI BIL 


Wace Ss pn ba nh hae abe ae a ed chm be al lili sO an A el lle tla mie Ni la RN ant aA aah ts a AP Calas at te TE Gt read Nal aa Si EDEN, Vita aia Oe mit I 


CTL OT ee ST CT TT eee ee 


Sg aot eeatins 


se 





£ 
A 
ee mi oa 
Joy Lola Likes 8s tae 


fe DSM ae dle alo ihe eas) 


PRR GES ORGAN hata SUR a 


al ciate ki 


PORIM 
oe and DOPE 


3 
4 
i 
q 
3 
: 
4 
4 
4 
a: 
i 
3 


Pena ee | : 4 


CG cco 


eh iat) 











; BIOGRAPHICAL 381 


to which Mr. Harwick belongs. He became a member for about one year, after which he became identified with 
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of the Greek-letter fraternities, Phi Kappa Epsilon and the 
Delta Kappa Epsilon, while in college, and is a Past Master 
of Reading Lodge, No. 549, Free and Accepted Masons; 
a member of Reading Consistory; and Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Past 
Grand Tall Cedar of Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon. He belongs to the American Legion, Association 
of the Army of the United States, Pennsylvania Physical 
Education Association, the American Physical Education 
Association, the Reading Teachers’ Association, and the 
Pennsylvania State Teachers’ Association. Mr. Harwick 
is a Republican in politics, and a member of the Methodist 
Church. 

Mr. Harwick was married, July 7, 1916, at Reading, 
to Edna R. Luerssen, and they have four children: George 
Luerssen, born May 26, 1917; Marjory Aiken, born June 
21, 1920; James Alexander, born June 27, 1922, and 
Anna Catherine, born November 13, 1924. 


IRVIN FRANCIS IMPINK—tLarge affairs in the 
real estate and building realm are engaging the attention 
of Irvin Francis Impink, of Reading, and the natural 
ability which has carried him to his present outstanding 
position is clearly recognized in his efficient handling of 
the responsibilities which are entrusted to him. Mr. 
Impink is a man of worthy achievement, whose standing 
is of the highest, and, as he is still a young man, his 
future will, without doubt, mean much to the general 
progress of a greater Reading and carry him to outstand- 
“ing success. He is a son of Jeremiah and Rosa (Hechin- 
ger) Impink, his father foreman of the Penn Hardware 
Company for thirty-five years, but now retired. The 
pioneer of this family in America was Mr. Impink’s grand- 
father, Bernard Impink, who was born in Germany, Oc- 
tober 20, 1827, and came to this country as a young man. 
He married Lydia Ann Bauer, in Churchville, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, September 20, 1853. Throughout his 
active life in America, Bernard Impink bore a worthy 
part in the progress of his time and became a prominent 
Democrat of this section. He served his country in the 
Civil War, enlisting October 23, 1862, in Company I, 179th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and was honorable dis- 
charged July 27, 1863. He reénlisted July 27, 1863, in 
Company F, 192nd Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer In- 
fantry, and was honorably discharged at Harpers Ferry, 
Virginia, August 24, 1865. Jeremiah Impink has through- 
out his entire career been a Republican and interested in 
all branches of worthy progress. The family has always 
been affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church. Rosa 
(Hechinger) Impink is a daughter of Lawrence and Sophia 
Hechinger, both natives of Germany. ‘The children of 
Jeremiah and Rosa (Hechinger) Impink are: Irvin Fran- 
cis, of further mention; Albert Leroy; and Edna Elizabeth. 

Irvin Francis Impink was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
Vania, December 8, 1882. His early education was re- 
ceived at St. Paul’s Parochial School, after which he at- 
tended the Reading High School, his graduation from that 
Institution occurring in the class of 1902. Mr. Impink 
found his first employment in the capacity of bookkeeper 
in the Reading Cement Mills, now the Allentown Portland 
Cement Company, at Evansville, and he filled this position 





the Colonial Trust Company in a similar capacity, rising 

during his stay in the organization to the position of teller. 

Remaining with this concern for a full decade, Mr. Im- 

pink, in 1913, accepted the position of general manager 

of the Northside Real Estate Company, of West Reading. 

Remaining active thus for about two years, Mr. Impink 

found -his permanent field of activity in the real estate 

realm and in 1915 became secretary and general manager 

of the Wyomissing Development Company. He still fills 

the responsibilities of.these offices and stands as a leading 

executive of the firm. He has built more than five hun- 

dred homes in Wyomissing Park and has also built many 

important structures for business and other purposes, in- 

cluding the New Reading Hospital and the Reading Mu- 

seum and Art Gallery, also building several beautiful 

mansions on the great estates of wealthy residents of this 

section. Mr. Impink is now further developing the Thun 

& Impink real estate interests. In all his work Mr. Impink 

shows the constructive and farsighted attitude of the man 

who accomplishes big things in an efficient and effective 

way. He is further a director of the Wyomissing Devel- . 
opment Company and is interested in every phase of civic 

and general progress. He was one of the donors of the 

Fifty-Five Acre Park and site for the museum and art 
gallery which comprises one of the most noteworthy public 

movements in Reading in recent years. Politically, Mr. 

Impink is a Republican, but has never been interested 
in the honors of office. During the World War he was 
active as chairman of the Eighth Ward Patriotic Com- 

mittee, and assisted in the management of the Liberty 
Loan, Red Cross, Young Men’s Christian Association, 
and War Chest campaigns. He is a director of the Chil- 
dren’s Aid Society of Berks County, and his more per- 
sonal interests include miembership in the Wyomissing 
Club and the Iris Club. He attends the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 

Irvin Francis Impink married, at St. Paul’s Roman 
Catholic Church, in Reading, September 26, 1906, Rosa 
Rehr, who was born in Reading, February 23, 1884, daugh- 
ter of Lambert A. and Rosa V. (Brady) Rehr. Mrs. 
Impink’s father is a prominent building executive and 
real estate operator, also for many years president of the 
Reading Hardware Company, of the Penn National Bank, 
and of the Reading Lumber Company. Mr. Rehr is one 
of the foremost citizens of Reading and a notable figure 
in Berks County. Irvin Francis and Rosa (Rehr) Im- 
pink are the parents of five children: 1. Robert Rehr, 
born February 17, 1908, who was graduated from the 
Reading High School with the highest honors, now a 
student at Harvard University. 2. Ruth Rose, born March 
20, 1910, a student at Reading High School. 3. Rose 
Virginia, born January 2, 1913, attending St. Paul’s Roman 
Catholic School. 4. Irvin Francis, Jr., born October 6, 
1915, a student at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic School. 5. 
Louise Marie, born July 19, 1918, also attending St. Paul’s 
Roman Catholic School. 


JAMES M. MOUNTZ—Devoting to the distribution 
of daily necessities the progressive spirit and forward en- 
deavors of the thorough-going business man, James M. 
Mountz, of Reading, Pennsylvania, has developed a very 














ee eres 


382 ; 


extensive commercial interest and has won a position of 
wide significance in the; community. He has now been 
active in an independent way for more than forty years 
and is numbered among the largely successful men of 
Berks County. Mr. Mountz isa son of William and Annie 
(Boyer) Mountz, now ‘deceased, the father formerly.a 
well known farmer of Heidelberg, Pennsylvania. The 
family consists of eight children, Mr. Mountz having three 
brothers and four sisters, as follows: Milton, now of South 
Dakota; William, of Lebanon County, Pennsylvania; 
Rufus, of Heidelberg; Sarah (Mountz) Zell, of Reading; 
Ida (Mountz) Clouse, also of Reading; Mary (Mountz) 
Klemp, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and Elizabeth 
(Mountz) Stoudt, a resident of Mount Pleasant, Penn- 
sylvania. 

- James M. Mountz was born at Heidelberg, Pennsylvania, 
October 16, 1859. Receiving his education at the public 
schools of his birthplace, he gained a practical preparation 
for his lifework, then, at the age of seventeen years, be- 
gan assisting his father on the homestead farm. Remain- 
ing on the farm until nineteen years of age, he then en- 
tered the employ of Samuel Klopp, in the feed, flour, coal 
and lumber business, and remained with his employer for 
a period of about four years. In 1882, at the age of 
twenty-three years, Mr. Mountz established his inde- 
pendent interest in this same field of endeavor and has 
since been uninterruptedly engaged along this line of ad- 
vance. He has won leading rank among his competitors, 
and ‘through his judicious and progressive methods has 
gained wide success. Mr. Mountz is a Democrat by politi- 
cal affiliation, but was never an office-seeker, preferring to 
leave leadership to others but always bearing a part in 
worthy endeavors for the public good. A member of the 
West Reading Fire Company, Mr. Mountz is fraternally 
identified with the Free and Accepted Masons, also all 
the Scottish Rite bodies of this order up to and including 
the thirty-second degree, and he is also a member of the 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His 
religious connection is with the First Reformed Church. 
“James M. Mountz married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
August 15, 1892, Mary Heckler, daughter of Augustus and 
Elizabeth Heckler, and they are the parents of four chil- 
dren: Walter J., born March 12, 1894, a graduate of Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, class of 1920, who served in 
the United States Army from December 18, 1917, until 
February 28, 1919, was active as a machine-gun instructor 
at Fort Worth, Texas, and was later transferred to the 
Eighth Aviation Squadron as an instructor, where he re- 
mained until his honorable discharge from the service; 
Arthur A., who died at the age of nineteen years, and is 
buried at Sinking Springs, Pennsylvania; Karl Augustus; 
and Hazel Elizabeth. The Mountz residence is at No. 123 
South Third Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





CHARLES KLINE MANWILLER—Identified 
with an internationally important concern located in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, one of the oldest enterprises in this 
section, Charles Kline Manwiller holds a noteworthy posi- 
tion as general office manager of the E. & G. Brooke Iron 
Company, of Birdsboro. Mr. Manwiller has been con- 


nected with this organization for about a quarter of a 
century, and his activities have borne a. direct influence 
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in the progress of the organization in recent years espe. 
cially. He is a son of Samuel H. and Emily (Kline) Man- 
willer, his mother a native of Reading and a member of 
a prominent family of this section; his father, born in 
Exeter Township, Pennsylvania, November 10, 1840, was 
for forty years superintendent of the Philadelphia & Read- 
ing Turnpike. 

Charles Kline Manwiller was born in Exeter Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, July 22, 1875. His early 
education was received in the public schools of his birth- 
place, and subsequently attending the Interstate Commer- 
cial College, he was graduated from that institution with 
the class of 1895. His first business experience was with 
the Union Traction Company, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, for a period of about four years. He severed his 
connection with the Union Traction Company and took 
up a further course at the Inter-State Commercial College 
at Reading, Pennsylvania. On the completion of this 
course, he became identified, in 1899, with the E. & G. 
Brooke Company, and in 1907 he was made general office 
manager of this concern, and the Birdsboro Steel Foundry 
and Machine Company, in which position he is still active. 
The former company was founded by Matthew Brooke, 
grandfather of the present leaders of the organization, who 
was himself of the third generation from the pioneer an- 
cestor of the family bearing the same name. It was in 
1800 that Matthew Brooke, with his brother Thomas, and 
their brother-in-law, Daniel Buckley, purchased Hopewell 
Furnace and founded the enterprise of which the present 
great interest is the outgrowth. On April 1, 1837, Edward 
and George Brooke, the two sons of Matthew Brooke, the 
founder, succeeded to the business, then developed to a 
considerable interest. The death of Edward Brooke oc- 
curring in 1878, his brother, George Brooke, continued at 
the head of the enterprise until an advanced age, retiring 
only when well past the age of eighty. Robert Edward 
Brooke, son of Edward Brooke, who is now the active 
head of the organization, camte into the offices of the plant 
in 1894, and has been a marked force in its expansion and 
further development. The concern has always been active 
in the different branches of the iron and steel industry, and 
in the past century has developed an output of some two 
hundred tons annually to upwards of 125,000 tons of pig 
iron, besides hundreds of thousands of kegs of nails and 
muck-bar and skelp iron in great quantities. The later 
industry was sold to the Reading Iron Company in 1920. 
As a prominent executive in this great industry, Charles 
Kline Manwiller holds a position of influence in Berks 
County, and is a leading citizen of Birdsboro. 

Mr. Manwiller is a Republican in his political afflia- 
tion, and fraternally is a member of Hamilton Lodge, No. 
274, Free and Accepted Masons, of Philadelphia, and holds 
the thirty-second degree in the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite. He is also a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading, 
Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, of Birdsboro; and of the Patriotic Order 
Sons of America, of St. Lawrence, Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Manwiller is a director and treasurer of the Birdsboro 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and attends the Ke- 
formed Church of Schwartzwald, Pennsylvania, of which 
his great-grandfather, Michael Manwiller, was a member 
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Charles Kline Manwiller married, December 10, 1901, 
Minnie M. Althouse, daughter of Morgan J. and Mary 
(Moyer) Althouse. Mrs. Manwiller comes from distin- 
guished parents, her mother’s family being one of the 
finest of Pennsylvania families. Her father, Morgan J. 
Althouse, was descended from a Palatinate family which 
migrated to. America in 1731, the emigrant ancestor 
being Abraham Althouse. Mr. and Mrs. Manwiller are 
the parents of two children: Mary Katherine, born. July 
25, 1903; and Robert, born May 19, 1906. 


(The Althouse Line). 


(1) Abraham Althouse, the emigrant ancestor, married 
and had a son, John George, of whom further. 

(II) John George Althouse was born in Bern Town- 
ship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 1745, and died there 
in 1811. He married Marie Barbara Herbine, of Oley 
Township, Berks County, and had John, of whom further. 

(JIT) John Althouse was born in 1771, and died in 
1847; he married Catherine Knabb, and had Henry, of 
whom further. 

(IV) Henry Althouse was born September 11, 1811, 
and died in Reading, Pennsylvania, September 29, 1882. 
He worked on his father’s farm until he was thirty years 
old, then bought a large farm near Bern church and culti- 
vated it successfully until 1867, when he retired and lived 
in Reading for the remainder of his days. He married 
Mary Kissinger, and had several children, among them 
being Morgan J., of whom further. 

(V) Morgan J. Althouse lived in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, and was associated with his father-in-law in the 
management of a large and successful forge. He married 
Mary Moyer, and they were the parents of Minnie M. 
Althouse, who married Charles Kline Manwiller (see Man- 
willer). 


FRANCIS PETER MILLER, in a vital branch of 
business endeavor, is taking leading rank in the city of 
Reading and the county of Berks, handling extensive 
plumbing and heating interests in association with his 
brother, Bernard J. Miller. His work is unquestionably 
carrying him to a broadly noteworthy position in busi- 
ness advance and his success is already assured. He is 
a son of Frank Frederick and Catherine E. Miller, his 
father engaged as a carpenter and for many years a resi- 
dent of Reading. 

Frank Peter Miller was born in Reading, October 4, 
1891. His education was received in the local public and 
parochial schools, and he learned the plumbing and heating 
trade in the employ of a long established concern. Found- 
ing his own interest in July of 1919 and receiving into 
partnership his brother, they have gone forward under 
the title of Miller Brothers until the present time, devel- 
oping a large and ever increasing business. Mr. Miller’s 
leadership on this interest is a force for progress along 
this general line, and in his forward-looking spirit and 
tireless endeavors the continued importance of the enter- 
Prise is assured. He is a Democrat by political affiliation, 
but although a worker in the ranks of the party, has 
never thus far accepted public honors. A member of the 
Master Plumbers’ Association of Reading, Mr. Miller is 
affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 


Elks, Lodge No. 115, also of Reading, and attends St. 
Paul’s Roman Catholic Church. 

Francis Peter Miller married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
on June 25, 1914, Estella A. Wentzel, daughter of Harry 
J. and Katherine C. Wentzel. Mrs. Miller died on April 
10, 1918, leaving one son: Robert Howard, born February 


27, 1918. The Miller family residence is at No. 204 North - 


Eleventh Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


FRANK §S. LONG, who is well known in garage 
activities in Berks County, is a successful business man 
of the day and in his steady progress is ever rising to 
larger prominence. His excellent equipment for his work 
and his progressive attitude toward all affairs and con- 
ditions make of him one of those men whose usefulness 
is generally recognized, while his lofty integrity commands 
the respect and confidence of all. Mr. Long is a native 
of this county, and his lifelong interests have been in 
line with the progress of this State. He is a son of 
‘Daniel B. Long, who was for a long and active lifetime 
engaged in the stone and brick mason business, until his 
death, which occurred in November, 1923, at the age of 
seventy-two years. The mother, Sibilla (Strause) Long, 
is still living, and resides with her son. 

Frank S. Long was born in Bethel Township, in this 
county, November 27, 1882. Receiving his education in 
the local public schools, Mr. Long was engaged in farming 
until 1901, when he came to Reading and for eighteen 
months was.identified with the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company. His next experience was with the American 
Die & Tool Company, and after a similar period in the 
employ of that important concern, Mr. Long established 
his own interest, under the title of the Point Breeze Ga- 
rage. In this connection he is equipped for automobile 
storage, both regular and transient, the washing and pol- 
ishing of cars and every kind of automobile repair work. 
He carries a full line of tires and accessories, dealing also 
in gasoline and oils, and is further equipped for com- 
pressed air service. With a plant at No. 840 Lincoln 
Street, in Reading, the interest is one of the foremost of 
its kind in this part of Berks County, and as its efficient 
and eminently practical head, Mr. Long is counted among 
the broadly noteworthy men of the day in this city. He 
is a Democrat by political affiliation, and fraternally is 
identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and the Patriotic Order Sons of America. His religious 
affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. 

Frank S$. Long married, January 30, 1912, in Reading, 
Annie O. Spickler, daughter of Frank and Elizabeth 
Spickler. 


CHARLES ZIMMERMAN is active in the political 
and business life of Reading, and has held the offices of 
election judge and assistant mercantile appraiser. 

Mr. Zimmerman was born at Sheridan, Lebanon Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, May 1, 1887, the son of Milton C. 
and Amelia Zimmerman. After finishing his course at the 
Reading High School, he became connected for a time 
with the International Correspondence School at Scran- 
ton. He next was one-third owner and assisted in man- 
aging the Sixth and Elm streets garage at Reading, later 


’ .becoming half-owner, in partnership with Robert J. Leahy 
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(see following biography); of the Zimmerman-Leshy 
-Garage of the same town. 

Mr. Zimmerman is fond of athletics and belongs to the 
Pennsylvania Wheelman, a club organized for the purpose 
of taking pleasant bicycle trips in the country. He is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, and a com- 
‘municant of the Lutheran Church. 

_ Mr. Zimmerman married, February 20, 1909, at Read- 
ing, Miss Rambo, daughter of Thomas and Mahalia 


Rambo. 


ROBERT JOHN LEAHY—tThe rapid growth of 
the automobile census in Reading and Berks County led 
Mr. Leahy to believe that Reading should have a large 
storage garage, and he is now half-owner of the Zimmer- 
man-Leahy Garage, a venture which has been most suc- 
cessful. 

Robert J. Leahy was born at Conshohocken, Montgom- 
ery County, Pennsylvania, May 13, 1887, and received his 
education at the Conshohocken High School. After fin- 
ishing school, he owned and operated the Allentown Barber 
Supply Company, and then became connected with the 
General Auto Supply Company, at Reading, Pennsylvania. 
After remaining with them for a time, he went to Water- 
town, Massachusetts, where he was employed by the Hood 
Rubber Products Company as district sales manager of 
Pennsylvania out of their New York branch division. His 
next move was to become a partner with Charles Zim- 
‘merman in the garage business already mentioned. Mr. 
Leahy is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks; the Foresters of America; the Knights of 
Columbus; and belongs to St. Peter’s Catholic Church. 

In Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, on June 29, 1910, Mr. 
Leahy married Miss Higgins, daughter of Martin and 
Mary Higgins. 


REV. EPHRAIM S. BROWNMILLER, PH.D., 
D.D.—Having as his immigrant ancestor Johannes Braun- 
miller (or Brownmiller, or Braumiller, or Braumiiller), 
who came from Germany in the early part of the eigh- 
teenth century and settled in New Jersey, Rev. Ephraim 

_&. Brownmiller, a widely known Lutheran minister, has 
served with signal success, for thirty-five years, the Read- 
ing parish of Lutheran churches, and has been an ordained 
clergyman and active in the ministerial office for upwards 
of half a century. Through secular education, theological 
training and great length of experience he has come to be 
one of the best qualified pastors of the Lutheran body in 
the State of Pennsylvania. He is possessed of remarkable 
versatility, and has been church organist, a school teacher, 
supply student preacher, ordained minister, settled pastor 
and parish charge, in addition to having filled with marked 
ability membership in the Reading Board of Education, 

» and is chaplain of the Berks County Prison, a position he 
has held for many years. 

On the paternal side, Dr. Brownmiller is descended, as 
has been stated, from Johannes Braunmiller, who was 
born about 1712 and came to this country with Palatinate 
emigrants in the ship “Samuel,” out of Rotterdam, land- 
ing at Philadelphia on August 27, 1739. Johannes Braun- 
miller is said to have made his home in New Jersey. He 
reared a large family. Luttwick Braunmiller (Ludwig 
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Brownmiller), son of Johannes, settled in Northampton 
County previous to the Revolutionary War. Members 
of the family later removed to Lehigh County, still later 
to Berks County, and afterward to Delaware County, 
Ohio. Luttwick (or Ludwig) was a soldier of the Revo- 
lution. Beginning with Luttwick Braunmiller (Brown- 
miller), some member of the family has participated in 
every war in which the United States has had a part. 
Frederick Brownmiller, son of Luttwick, was reared near 
Bath, Northampton County. George Brownmiller and 
perhaps a number of his older children were born there. 
He removed to Hokendauqua, Lehigh County, and in 1814 
located in Lenhartsville. Having removed in 1840 to 
Delaware, Ohio, he lived the rest of his life there. He 
married Barbara Nolf, and they had eight children. 

Joseph Brownmiller, son of Frederick and Barbara 
(Nolf) Brownmiller, was born October 23, 1807, at Hoken- 
dauqua, Lehigh County. He received his education in the 
common schools and learned the trade of shoemaking. 
For more than forty years he was organist and chorister 
at Klopp’s Church, Lebanon County. He died April 7, 
1895, at the age of eighty-seven years. He married Han- 
nah Stein, of Greenwich, Berks County, who died May 1, 
1877, at the age of sixty-four years. To them there were 
born ten children: 1. Helena. 2. Maria, who married 
Gideon Botz. 3. Esther, who married Eli Wolever. 4. 
Amelia, who married Samuel F. Steiner. 5. Joel. 6. 
Susanna, who married Jonathan Miller. 7. Amanda, who 
married Isaac K. Wolf. 8. Emma, who married John H. 
Kreiser. 9. Ephraim S., of whom further. 10. Thomas 
Daniel. 

Ephraim S. Brownmiller, son of Joseph and Hannah 
(Stein) Brownmiller, was born at Hamlin, Lebanon 
County, October 5, 1853. He was confirmed a member of 
the Lutheran Church May 28, 1868. His early education 
was obtained in private and public schools. Having be- 
come organist of Christ Church, of Stouchsburg, he was a 
student of the Stouchsburg Academy until 1870. He 
matriculated at Palatinate College, Myerstown, in the 
spring of 1870, and the following fall became a student at 
Swatara Institute, in Jonestown. In 1871 and 1872 he 
taught schools near Mount Aetna and Wintersville, Berks 
County. In the spring of 1872 he entered Susquehanna 
University, Selinsgrove, whence he was graduated in 1875. 
He was a student pastoral supply at Union Deposit and 
Sand Hill Lutheran churches, Dauphin County, in 1874. 
He was ordained by the Lutheran Synod of East Pennsyl- 
vania at Reading in 1875, and soon was invited to become 
the pastor of Union Deposit parish, which embraced Union 
Deposit, Sand Hill, Sandy Hollow and Wenrich, and he 
continued to minister to that parish for six years. He 
took charge of the Ephrata parish in 1881, that jurisdic- 
tion being in Lancaster County, and consisting of Ephrata, 
Swamp, Schoeneck, Lincoln and Reed’s, and at that time 
he became affiliated with the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
Removing in 1889 to Reading, he became the successor 
of the late Rev. T. T. Iaeger, and his ministrations in 
that city have since been without interruption and dis- 
tinguished by great success in his spiritual relations, his 
civic duties and political activities. The parish of which 
Dr. Brownmiller has charge consists of the Lutheran 
churches of St. Mark’s, at Reading, of which he is the 





PEI ATOD EN her Ahk Natt Na A nA hs A tt ni aN ia RNA nell 0 NL I leBa = NSOAS e UNE nBe S al AN Mk lAd i ta adt eAN ld ne 8 esp AAW Se NU heli ARAN LEOSa ub 15 Sse thes pea es ahaa ele welA aaa teal! sox he ye tila 2 , if x . f . 5 
ui wee io nie rls v I a Set SE ac BN el i AS Nas ULSD, SPR ANE hl 2 RAR SS TASS oY Sead Sieg ee 





























Aer re erence fern reyree- renner ey ot Sree eee erat he ene yen ne 


TEAST ET LOT ENS NET PPLE EUS ET TTR TIP 
é 
ra 
= 
Gg TAOS rae! 











TTR SE CTE TTT ET OI NS Ee RT NT NT aT 






ad ae eR Md | WoO ac Se A eM IRN hla bhi atl AN mle od sistas Soba pee 





i) 
ap) 








. Ra Lat 
Sy cara TAR UE UASE in Oi | 


x 


1 abl taindles sce asuitic ace Mao RREE SAS TAGES 


——as 


» tities Tibia 


Pore 3 


a Sa Ss Eee BERS 


_ beeen ameter sare 2 


be 


étiiesoniaie- ues, iialicinect: 


OS Pemeia, will 





, 











; Beer PST PO RY 


BOTTI MMT PEE aw 
eS APPT LY AEE RTT IRIS ET TNT RRR ae ) 
ed a SERRE WER ET EFI NE LO BOGEN PIE ONT ET ETN RL MEAS TTY ROTTED 7 NEDO NTI 
" OTE PECANS Ne m RO PTR REACTS RETIRE 
MANE: b PETE HE, PRE ENGI LRN NETRA Y 2 ITNT Me PE ETD NY RE HE I F 
SS PO A ELEY IOP INE 









E> 
& 
. 


a SATO ee tke eos CIEE ION alae aa) ep ler d PIE FI TTS re eRe AOE EE PE PE OTe RT Te Ee a 
ae 
wy 


2 
| 
F 
[ 


5 
t 
rs 


eres rb re erm 


ea ea oe 


Re a eee ee Leone 


pais iioneiealind 


Fee er eee cg ag Oa rea te Wee as 


y okanea Thi 


‘ 
« 
A ree ee ress Saad ie 














Pee 


eontrette eee oee 


FSR wee 


EINE I LRT A pune OY 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


founder, and Oley’s, Spies’s, Shalter’s, Kissinger’s, Bern 
and Reed’s. . St. Mark’s, which Dr. Brownmiller was 
chiefly instrumental in organizing in 1889, now numbers 
its members well toward the thousand mark. Dr. Brown- 
miller took a post-graduate course at Lebanon Valley 
College, Annville, beginning in 1895, and at other institu- 
tions, and he afterward received the degrees of Ph.D. and 
D.D. 

In his political affiliations Dr. Brownmiller is a Demo- 
crat. His first municipal office came with his appointment 
to fill an unexpired term in the Reading Board of Educa- 
tion. He was elected formally to that office in 1903, and 
was re-elected in 1907. For many years he continued to 
serve the city in that capacity efficiently and with increas- 
ing satisfaction to the electorate. While a member of the 
board he served on the finance and building committees. 
He has ever been a champion of all movements tending 
toward the election and maintenance of clean and good 
governmental bodies. Dr. Brownmiller has been chaplain 
of the Berks County Prison for twenty-eight years. He 
is known as one of the most able speakers in Berks County, 
and his enviable reputation as a minister of the Lutheran 
Church has gone far beyond the confines of this county. 

Dr. Brownmiller married, while he was pastor at Union 
Deposit, Minnie Anna Zimmerman, who died in 1923. 
The following children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Brown- 
miller: 1. Rev. Martin Luther, of whom further. 2. Sadie 
Florence, who married Professor Samuel H. Ziegler, on the 
faculty of the High School for Boys, at Reading. 3. Violet 
Mabel, who married Richard R. Dry, of Buffalo, New 
York. 4. Mary Alice, a teacher of music. 5. Miriam Ruth. 
6. Frederick Joseph. 7. Mildred Helen. §. Laura May, 
deceased. 9. Charles Howard, deceased. 


REV. MARTIN LUTHER BROWNMILLER, 
following the example of his eminent father, chose as his 
life’s work the profession of a clergyman. In his selection 
he made no mistake as the years have proven, and this, no 
doubt, was partly due to the training and the environment 
surrounding his early years, which contributed to the 
building of a character firm, upright, and altogether fitted 
for the role it was to play. From the time of his ordina- 
tion in 1904, Rev. Brownmiller has served as assistant te 
his father, the Rev. Ephraim S. Brownmiller, D.D., a bi- 
ography of whose life precedes this. 

Born in Union Deposit, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 


- June 17, 1877, Rev. Martin Luther Brownmiller attended 


\ 





the public schools of Ephrata and Reading, then, for his 
collegiate training, he became a student of the Lebanon 
Valley College, at Annville, Pennsylvania. Then having 
decided to enter the ministry, he matriculated at the 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary, after which he became 
a student at the Susquehanna University Seminary, from 
which eh was graduated in 1904. On May 22, 1904, at 
Hughesville, he was ordained by the Susquehanna Synod 
of the Lutheran Church, and was immediately appointed 
as assistant to his father, whose parish consisted of seven 
Lutheran churches, the Oley, Spies’s, Shalter’s, Kissinger’s, 
Bern, Reed’s, and St. Mark’s. The St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church is located in the city of Reading, and was organized 
by Rev. Brownmiller’s father in the year 1889. Under 
the direction of the Brownmillers this church is prospering 
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and bringing within its folds an ever-increasing member- 


ship. Like his father, Rev. Martin L. Brownmiller has a 
persondlity and a sincerity about his remarks that draw 
people to him. He has many friends both within and 
outside the confines of his parish, and is doing a creditable 
work in his spread of the Gospel and guidance of human- 
ity. ; 

In June, 1914, Rev. Martin Luther Brownmiller became 
identified with The Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium, and 
has continued his affiliation with this synod to the present 
(1925). He is unmarried. 


GEORGE BEGGS, civil engineer and also formerly 
on the faculty of the Boys High School of Reading, is 
today (1924) connected with the sales department of the 
Narrow Fabric Company, and in that relation is a very 
important member of the concern. Active for many years 
in the work of his profession, he attained a high degree 
of efficiency, and his knowledge and experience are valu- 
able assets in his present field of work. He is a son of 
George and Martha (Linton) Beggs, his parents both 
natives of Scotland. 

George Beggs was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, June 15, 
1849, son of William and Margaret (Breckenridge) Beggs, 
farming people, who lived and died in Scotland. He spent 
the earlier years of his life in his native Jand, and as a 
boy engaged in farm work, continuing until he reached 
the age of fourteen years. He at that age entered upon a 
five vears’ apprenticeship as a machinist, and when this 
preparatory period was over he was employed for some 
years aS a journeyman, and had become the head of a large 
machine shop at the time that he finally left Scotland for 
America. On arriving in America, he went directly to 
Reading, Pennsylvania, reaching there July 22, 1873, and 
was in the employ of the Scott Foundry, holding the 
position of general foreman, until his death in February, 
1919. Beginning as an erecting engineer, George Beggs, 
Sr., spent twenty years traveling through the South and 
Southwest, engaged for the most part in putting up cotton 
mills. About 1893 he gave up traveling and returned to 
the shops, remaining until 1903, when he was made general 
foreman of the machine department, a position that he 
held until his death, with sixty men under him. Mr. Beggs 
established a reputation as a skilled mechanic of the high- 
est order, and all his work was of a character that speaks 
for itself. He rose to the position of superintendent and 
later became general foreman of the Scott works. Fra- 
ternally he was a member of the Improved Order of Red 
Men, and in his religious connection was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

George Beggs, Sr., married, in 1870, in Scotland, Mar- 
tha Linton, daughter of William Linton, a native of 
Glasgow. She is a member of the Methodist Church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Beggs were the parents of six sons, three of 
whom died at an early age, the other three being: 1. 
William, the eldest son, who was born in Glasgow, and 
became foreman of a machine shop in Auburn, Schuylkill 
County, Pennsylvania. 2. George, of whom further. 3. 
Harry, the youngest son, was graduated from High School, 
attended Lehigh University for a year, and then went to 
Ursinus College, Collegeville. He was prominent as an 
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athlete both at Lehigh and Ursinus, playing baseball, 
basketball and football. 

George Beggs was born December 1, 1873, at Reading, 
Pennsylvania, and attended the public and high schools 
of his native city, graduating from the Reading Boys’ High 
School, class.of 1891. He then went to Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, being graduated therefrom in 
June, 1895, with the degree of civil engineer. He also was 
prominent in athletics, playing on the first team in base- 
ball while at the University. Entering his professional 
career, from 1900 to 1903 he was assistant city engineer 
at Reading, and from 1903 to 1919 was on the faculty 
of the Boys’ High School, serving as vice-principal and 
as the head of the Department of Mathematics. In 1919 
he went with the Narrow Fabric Company, in their sales 
department, and he is still occupying that position, doing 
very valuable work for this establishment (1924). He has 
always been very active in all affairs of the community, 
and has served on the School Board to which he was 
elected in 1923, being elected as president of the School 
Board in August, 1924, and re-elected December 1, 1924. 
During the Spanish-American War in 1898, he served in 
the Porto Rican expedition, being commissary sergeant, 
Company M, First Regiment, United States Engineers. 
During the Great World War, he enlisted in 1918, and was 
sent to Plattsburg, New York. On receiving his honorable 
discharge at the close of the war, he returned to civilian 
life, and has been active in all civic, fraternal and club 
affairs. 

Mr. Beggs is a member of Reading Lodge, No. 549, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Reading Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, in which latter he is Past Thrice 
Potent Master, Past Sovereign Prince, and Orator of the 
Consistory; he also belongs to Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of which he was 
Chief Rabban and Representative to the Imperial Coun- 
cil. He was a member of the Chi Psi Fraternity, a Na- 
tional College fraternity, and his clubs are the Temple Club 
of the Masons, Iris, Reading Country, and he belongs 
to the Reading Chamber of Commerce, in which he is a 
member of the board of directors. In his religious con- 
nection he is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. Mr. 
Beggs, who is a progressive thinker, and an active citizen, 
is one of the valuable men of this community, and he is 
held in high esteem among a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances. He is ever ready to lend his aid in the 
furtherance of matters pertaining to the public and gen- 
eral welfare, yet his conservatism is an added and valuable 
asset in this day of great public unrest, and his gifts as 
an orator give him a wide and commanding influence. 

George Beggs married, November 4, 1904, at Reading, 
Susan Albright Raiguel, daughter of A. Harper and Sarah 
L. (Albright) Raiguel, and they are the parents of three 
children: 1. George Harper, born December 22, 1905, at 
present in his second year at Lehigh University. 2. Doug- 
las Raiguel, born February 28, 1911. 3. Helen Elizabeth, 
born June 11, 1912. 


PENROSE F. EISENBROWN-—lIn turning the 
pages of the past many valuable and fruitful lessons may 
be learned, and no section is richer in local history than 


is Berks County, Pennsylvania. As a representative citi- 


zen of Allentown, this county, Penrose F. Eisenbrown lived 
a useful life, and in his passing a worthy citizen was lost 
to this section. Yet, the history of his life may well form 
an incentive to those who follow after toward nobler 
effort and greater achievement. 

The Eisenbrown family originated in Germany, and 
John Daniel Eisenbrown, the pioneer, was born in Adel- 
berg, Germany. He left home at the age of sixteen years 
and located first in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, his various 
activities including the carving of memorials and monu- 
ments, teaching in a parochial school and teaching music, 


‘He was a brilliant performer on the organ and was or- 


ganist of leading churches. Removing to Allentown not 
long after 1850, he resided there until his death in March, 
1874. He married (first) Charlotte Barbara Wolf, who 
left eight children; he married (second) Mary Troxel, and 
they were the parents of several children. 

Penrose F, Eisenbrown, youngest child of John Daniel 
and Charlotte Barbara (Wolf) Eisenbrown, was born 
April 3, 1831, and was reared by his maternal grand- 
father, his mother’s death occurring when he was only a 
year and a half old. His father’s artistry in the field of 
the memorial undoubtedly more or less definitely affected 
his choice of an occupation, for from early life he was 
interested in work of this nature. He established a stone 
carving business in Minersville, which he found very suc- 
cessful, later removing to Pottsville, where he developed 
an important interest. Breaking health compelled him, in 
1870, to dispose of his business, and he was active in out- 
door work for a time, engaging in farming. After about 
three years in the open, he came to Reading and founded 
the marble and monument business in which his descend- 
ents are still active executives. It was about 1896 that he 
retired from business activity, and his death occurred on 
July 4, 1898. The concern has since been known as P. W. 


’Eisenbrown Sons & Company, and under the leadership 


of his successors it has maintained an outstanding position 
in its general field. 

In the many branches of art and literature which appea! 
to the cultured taste, Mr. Eisenbrown found his greatest 
delight, when his business affairs could be placed in other 
hands. He was a poet of more than casual talent and 
wrote equally meritorious verse in both German and Enz- 
lish. No call of duty was ever neglected by this worthy 
man, and it is a matter of history that he was one of the 
leading workers in the efforts for the sick during the time 
of the terrible epidemic in the community known as Le- 
high Church. He was always active in religious affairs, 
and had the honor of breaking the ground by the first 
plunge of a shovel for the excavation of the church at Zion 
Hill. He organized, in 1848, a Sunday school at Lehiga 
Church, of which he was superintendent for many years. 
and only shortly before his death had the pleasure of tak- 
ing part in the fiftieth anniversary exercises of the school 

Penrose F. Eisenbrown was married, on July 3, 1859, at 
Greenbrier, Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, by 
Rev. Jared Fritzinger, to Sarah S. Smith, born October 
25, 1839, a daughter of Jonathan and Sally (Snyder) 
Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Eisenbrown were the parents of the 
following children: 1. Harvey Jonathan, born September 
22, 1860, at Greenbrier, died at the age of teu months. 2. 
Alice Charlotte, born August 26, 1862, at Minersville; mar- 
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ried Edward Christian, who is active in the marble busi- 


; ness. 3. Harry Wolf, born September 16, 1864, in Miners- 
t ville, now deceased. 4. Charles Smith, a sketch of whom 
' follows. 5. Annie, born September 18, 1868, in Pottsville, 


died December 29, 1870. 6. George Franklin, a sketch of 
whom follows. 7. Wilson Henry, born August 24, 1872; 


married Annie Faust, daughter of J. B. Faust. 8. Edward 


Penrose, born April 15, 1875, in Reading; married Sarah 
Reeser. 9. Mary Henrietta, born May 8, 1877, in Read- 
ing, died December 4, 1879. 10. Samuel Frederic, born 
September 16, 1879, in Reading; married Rosa Wentzel. 
11. Martha Sarah, born March 4, 1882, in Reading; mar- 
ried Dr. Samuel B. Geise, of Jersey Shore, Lycoming 
County, Pennsylvania. 12. John Daniel, born June 12, 
1886. 





CHARLES SMITH EISENBROWN—Among the 
outstanding business men of more than average ability, 
whose contributions to the commercial life and high po- 
litical and moral tone of the city of Reading and to 
Berks County have come to be recognized as necessary 
ingredients of the social order, is Charles Smith Eisen- 
brown, a member of that worthy family, whose name 
has been associated for more than half a century with all 
that is best and most desirable in this forward looking 
community, in’ which father and sons, and grandson have 
been notably conspicuous as related to an honorable and 
long-lived business establishment, the house: OPM ESS re 
Eisenbrown Sons & Company, manufacturers and dealers 
in memorials, in which the artistic temperament and taste 
to which the Eisenbrowns are heir have brought the pro- 
prietors to become recognized as something more than 
skilled artisans, since the business of itself has been raised 
to an art of high degree at their hands. To be associated 
with the house of Eisenbrown is to share in the distinction 
that attaches to it now for more than fifty years, and to 
continue to live up to that good name and its attributes 
is of itself a worthy ambition. To this mark in local and 
county enterprise the member of the noted Eisenbrown 
family of this review has attained, and he makes it one 
of his lofty ideals to carry out in his life and varied 
activities, particularly in the business field, the best tradi- 
tions and the historic values of his lineage. He is in most 
excellent company, for his father and brother, respectively, 
Penrose F. and George Franklin Eisenbrown, have like - 
wise helped to build the structure of their careers upon 
the solid foundation of worthy character. As have they, 
so does Charles S. Eisenbrown fill an important place in 
the civic, business and religious life of the city of Read- 
ing. 

Charles Smith Eisenbrown was born October 19, 1866, 
at Pottsville, the fourth child of Penrose F. and Sarah S. 
(Smith) Eisenbrown (see preceding sketch). Having es- 
tablished their family in Reading, his parents sent him to 
the city schools, where he acquired his education. At an 
early age, his father admitted him to association with 
himself in the memorial business, and in it he has grown 
up, developed and arrived at a place of responsibility. He 
has made himself indispensable to the fortunes of the 
house of Eisenbrown. In the sanely progressive life of 
his community Mr. Eisenbrown takes a lively interest. He 
is a conscientious and loyal follower of the Republican 
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political banner, but never has aspired to holding public 
office. He is essentially a man of business, whose exacting 
details he does not allow to militate against the enjoy- 
ment of his domestic tastes. He is not affiliated with any 
fraternal organizations or clubs, although possessed of a 
spirit of fellowship which has endeared him to a select 
and valued circle of friends. 

Mr. Eisenbrown married, October 12, 1889, Alice S. 
Kauffman, a daughter of Jacob H. and Catherine Kauff- 
man. Mr. and Mrs. Ejisenbrown are the parents of six 
children: a son, who died in infancy; Mary C.; William 
P. and Charles Jacob, twins, the latter of whom is de- 
ceased; Harry Samuel; Paul Daniel. 





GEORGE FRANELIN EISENBROWN-—Berks 
County and its capital, Reading, have, figuratively speak- 
ing, formed the habit of producing numerous men of high 
caliber, mentally, industrially, financially and educationally, 
and in some one or more of these departments of worthy 
excellence there have arisen of the sons of the municipality 
and county those who have become conspicuous by rea- 
son of native endowment, acquired education or prefer- 
ment at the hands of their fellow-citizens. In this class 
of real progressives of thought and action belongs George 
Franklin Eisenbrown, who embodies in himself the char- 
acteristics of the best type of citizen, and who is one of 
the pillars in the civic structure to which he has given, and 
continues to give, valued and varied service. In the politi- 
cal sphere he has been of inestimable aid in the financial 
department of the city government. Since he was a youth 
in his teens he has been a member of the memorial house 
founded by his father, a concern which has enjoyed an 
enviable reputation for a half-century. His prominence 
in fraternal organizations, particularly in the Free and 
Accepted. Masons, has gained him attention far beyond the 
borders of the Keystone State. In this connection em- 
phasis should be laid upon the fact that he is the editor 
of the special chapter, “The History of Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,” for 
the production of which he has received numerous com- 
mendations from among the seven thousand members of 
the order. His work in this respect has placed him in 
the rank of historians of the Masonic order, to which he 
contributed so much intelligent effort and painstaking 
detail. 

George Franklin Eisenbrown, the sixth child of Penrose 
F. and Sarah S. (Smith) Eisenbrown, (see preceding 
sketch) was brought by his parents when he was four 
years of age from Pottsville, his birthplace, to Lancaster. 
He attended the grade and high schools of the city of 
Reading, Stoner’s Business College and the Spring Garden 
Institute of Design. In 1888, when he was but eighteen 
years of age, he was admitted by his father into associa- 
tion in the business of carving memorials, the house of 
Eisenbrown having been founded in 1874, and having al- 
ways conducted its business at the same location in Read- 
ing. Mr. Eisenbrown is of the. Republican political faith. 
Under the commission form of government for the city 
of Reading he was superintendent of the Council in finance, 
and attained not a little notable record for his conduct 

of that office, to which he had been elected as a non- 

partisan candidate by the largest number of votes polled 
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He is a member of all the affiliated 
bodies of Free Masonry. For twenty-five years he has 
-been a member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and during nearly all that 
period ‘he has filled some office in that body. He was 
a Trustee of the Temple for many years, and has been 
its Potenate for thirteen consecutive years. It was during 
his tenure as chief officer of the Temple that its fine new 
building -was erected. He is the recognized official his- 
torian of Rajah Temple. He is also a member of the 
Sons of America and of the Temple Club. His religious 
association is with Trinity Lutheran Church of Reading, 
in which he has held various offices of responsibility and 
trust. 

Mr. Eisenbrown married, November 18, 1891, at Read- 
ing, Rosa Fix, daughter of John and Mary (Ditlow) Fix. 
They have two sons: 1. Penrose Frederick, (P. Fred- 
erick, Jr.), a sketch of whom follows. 2. Joseph D., en- 
gaged in the memorial business with his father, and is also 
engaged in the garage business; he is affiliated with the 
Masonic bodies; married Mary Plotts, daughter of James 
Plotts, and has a daughter, Catherine. 


in that election. 


P, FREDERICK EISENBROWN, JR.—Recog- 
nized in business circles in Reading as and able and efficient 
executive, and long affiliated with his brothers in the owner- 
ship and conduct of one of the long established enter- 
prises of this city, P. Frederick Eisenbrown, Jr., stands 
among the broadly noteworthy executives of the present 
day. His more recent interests, of which he was a founder, 
links his name with automobile affairs, and in all that 
he does his work is recognized as that of a man of ini- 
tiative and resource. He is a son of George F. and Rosa 
(Fix) Eisenbrown, his father one of the proprietors of the 
monumental concern which has for several generations 
been the principal interest of the family. 

P. Frederick Eisenbrown was born in Reading, and at- 
tended the public schools of his birthplace, also spending 
two years at the Drexel Institute, of Philadelphia. Upon 
the completion of his education Mr. Eisenbrown identified 
himself with his father and his uncles in the monument 
business and continued along this line permanently. He 
is still interested in this business and an active participant 
in its progress, doing all the drafting for the concern, 
this branch of the work being one of definite and far 
reaching importance. In 1919 Mr. Eisenbrown, in asso- 
ciation with his brother, Joseph D. Eisenbrown, estab- 
shed a garage and automobile accessory store at the 
corner of Sixth and Elm streets. This has become one 
of the largely successful enterprises of its kind in Berks 
County, and as a leading executive in this field Mr. Eisen- 
brown is doing much to forward the general progress in 
automobile activities. He is interested in all that makes 
for community advance, but has never been active in 
the public service except along inspirational lines, bearing 
a constructive part in the home activities during the World 
War. Fraternally Mr. Eisenbrown is affiliated with the 
Free and Accepted Masons and the various bodies of the 
Masonic Order up to and including the Consistory, also 

Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. He is also a member of the Reading Automobile 
Club, and attends Trinity Lutheran Church. 


READING AND BERKS COUNTY 


P. Frederick Eisenbrown married, in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1914, Amie B. Croll, daughter of William M. 
and Annie Croll, prominent residents of Reading. P. 
Frederick and Amie B. (Croll) Eisenbrown are the parents 
of two daughters: A. Josephine and Elizabeth A. 


REV. WARREN F. TEEL, M.A., D.D., presi- 
dent of Schuylkill College, Reading, has acquired a high 
reputation by his efficient services at the head of that 
institution. His executive ability has been called into 
constant use as well as his qualities as an educator, for 
he has developed the college to its present condition from 
a most unpromising state, a work requiring a combina- 
tion of business faculty and educative talent somewhat 
rare among professional men. 

Dr. Teel was born April 11, 1868, at Martin’s Creek, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, and comes of Ger- 
man and Scotch-Irish ancestry, being a son of Amos and 
Anna (McFall) Teel, both deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Teel 
had the following family: Warren F.; Forrest, who is 
a produce merchant of Easton, Paisetealicisiaa Harry.C, 
who is with the Midvale Steel Company, of Detroit; 
Frank, a machinist, engaged in the Lehigh and New 
England Locomotive Works, Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania ; 
and Marion, likewise a machinist at the same works. 

Dr. Teel is practically a self-made and self-educated 
man. He learned the miller’s trade with Enos Wetzel and 
then formed a partnership with his maternal uncle, Thomas 
J. McFall, at Flicksville, Pennsylvania, and milled suc- 
cessfully for nine years. But he was ambitious to enter 
the ministry, and with that end in view lost no oppor- 
tunity for improving his literary acquirements. He 
pursued his collegiate course at Northwestern College, 
Naperville, Illinois, and also took a course at Columbia 
School of Oratory, Chicago. Subsequently he did special 
work at Cornell and Harvard. He received the degree 
of M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1914 and 
was given the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity by 
Franklin and Marshall College, Leanicastpry Pennsylvania, 
in the same year. 

While a student at Northwestern, Dr. Teel gave notable 
service on the lecture platform in the interest of the 
Young People’s Temperance Union, meeting with unusual 
success, and receiving favorable comments from the public 
and the press as a forceful and pleasing speaker. He has 
never lost his interest in public speaking. Dr. Teel is 
noted today as an orator of rare ability. His lecture 
on Lincoln has been delivered to thousands. Claude T. 
Reno, judge of the Lehigh County Court, said he had never 
heard a lecture on Lincoln which compared with the one 
delivered by Dr. Teel. In a letter to Harvey Bohner, 
of Allentown, Pennsylvania, he wrote, “I think that it 
even excels the classic lecture of Henry Waterson on 
Lincoln.” 

But Dr. Teel has not confined his recent efforts to this 
one endeavor. He has written a book, “Educational 
Addresses,” which contains his views on the subject of 
education. Bishop S: P. Spreng of the Evangelical Church, 
commenting on Dr. Teel’s book said: “He has studied 
the science of education with the laboratory metkod, 
putting into practice the ideas he has entertained, proved 
and tested the ideals he has pursued.” 
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After completing his college 
Jocated at Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania, where he had charge 
of the Bethany . Evangelical Church for eight months, 
until called to his present work. At the annual meeting 
of the East Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical 
Association, held at Norristown, Pennsylvania, in February, 
1901, he was elected by the board of trustees of Schuyl- 
kill Seminary, which is under the patronage of the 
Conference, to the principalship of the institution, then 
located at Fredericksburg, Pennsylvania. He accepted 
with the courage of a devoted Christian worker having 
faith in the ability to cope successfully with decidedly 
unfavorable prospects. The Seminary was founded in 
Reading in 1881, and in the year 1886, under the influence 
of Colonel John H. Lick, was removed to Fredericksburg. 
When Dr. Teel took charge the attendance had fallen 
to seven students. Its growth since then has been due 
directly to his efforts, and the skillful manner in which 
he has handled its affairs has won him commendation 
from all quarters. Within a year and a half the attendance 
had increased to sixty, and the year after he became the 
head of the seminary it was deemed advisable to seek 
new accommodations to meet the demands of increased 
patronage and steady development. 

In the spring of 1902, Dr. Teel and Professor C. B. 
Bowman came to Reading, and with Dr. J. Warren Klein 
and W. A. Boas, made a visit to Selwyn Hall, to ascertain 
its desirability as a new location for the seminary. A 


favorable report was made, and consequently a meeting 


of ministers of the East Pennsylvania Conference was 
called by Bishop S. C. Breyfogel, to convene at the Hall 
grounds, July 1, 1902, for action upon the removal of 
the seminary to Reading. It was decided to acquire the 
property for the permanent quarters of the school, and 
purchase was made in July, 1902. Work was at once 
begun, repairing and remodeling, and Dr. Teel succeeded 
in securing $10,000 from the business men of Reading to 
encourage the work. The Seminary was opened in Read- 
ing on September 15, 1902, and has been in a prosperous 
condition ever since. 

In 1922 a campaign for $300,000 was conducted in 
Reading for the purpose of being able to advance the 
grade of the seminary from a junior to a senior college. 
This campaign, under the leadership of Dr. Teel, and ably 
assisted by Dr. Klein, and fifty business men of Reading, 
was successfully completed on June 9, 1922. The charter 
for the college was secured May 29, 1923, and the insti- 
tution is now making rapid progress as one of the strong 
colleges of Pennsylvania. The enrollment of the fresh- 
man class in the second year of the college is fifty-three. 
The total enrollment in 1923-24 was two hundred and 
eighty students. 

The location, at the corner of Thirteenth and Exeter 
Streets, in the northeastern part of Reading, is particularly 
beautiful, the grounds lying on the western slope of 
Mount Penn, commanding a fine view of the city and 
surrounding landscape. The present campus extends from 
Thirteenth and Union, two city blocks north to Bern 
Street, and a block and a half east of Palm Street. 

The buildings on the campus are eight in number. 
Four are being used for college purposes while the others 


course, Dr. Teel was . 


are homes of the professors and attendants. In the 
original building, formerly known as Selwyn Hall, a spac- 
ious structure of massive Colonial architecture, surrounded 
by stately trees, is the dining hall and dormitory for 
ladies. The other buildings are an imposing chapel, 
recently renovated, with dormitories for men; a. fine 
gymnasium, with dormitories.for men; and the new 
administration building which is reputed to be one of 
the finest in the State of Pennsylvania. This building 
was dedicated September 15, 1921. This gives the college 
a group of buildings which fully meet the demand for 
class room work and the accommodation for both board- 
ing and day students. A new athletic field, known as 
the Circus Maximus, covering an entire city block with 
a stone wall, nine feet high, surrounding it, was acquired 
June 5, 1924. The field has been graded and a quarter- 
mile-cinder-running track has been laid. This gives the 
college ample facilities for athletics. 

The college has an endowment approaching $300,000 
which Dr. Teel was in a measure influential in helping 
to secure. This places the institution upon a secure 
foundation financially and makes possible larger plans for 
future development. Schuylkill College is today an ac- 
credited institution of Pennsylvania, devoting most of its 
time to the arts and sciences. It has a faculty of twenty- 
two members, highly trained and specialized in their 
respective fields. Its laboratories are well equipped, it 
has a good reference library, and splendid facilities for 
all college work. Besides the college, there is a preparatory 
department and a School of Theology. Both these insti- 
tutions are in a flourishing condition. 

Dr. Teel was ordained a regular minister of the Evan- 
gelical Church in 1902, and he is as successful in his 
religious work as in educational circles. He has frequent 
pulpit calls, from his own and other denominations, and 
is also in demand as a speaker at Rotary clubs and Cham- 
ber of Commerce meetings. His influence is counted upon 
as much as the actual work which he accomplishes. He 
has traveled extensively in this country, having visited 
forty-five States of the Union, the Dominion of Canada 
and Mexico, and thus having widened his knowledge of 
the conditions affecting his werk, acquiring material for 
new thought as well as broadening the foundations of 
his labors. He has been a member of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science of Philadelphia 
for the last ten years, besides being a member of all 
important civic clubs of Reading. He has in the last 
ten years become noted in the city of Reading as a 
campaigner of no mean ability. He has been executive 
chairman of five campaigns, all of which were brought 
to a successful conclusion. Editor MacCormick, of the 
“Reading Herald,” said in an editorial, “He has had his 
finger in more campaign pies than anybody we have ever 
known. No campaign would be a go without a Dr. Teel 
to aid and abet it.” 

On August 15, 1906, Dr. Teel was married to Bessie J. 
Dubs, of Rebersburg, Pennsylvania, a former instructor 
of music in Schuylkill Seminary, located at Fredericks- 
burg, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Teel was born at Freeport, 
Illinois, daughter of Charles and Helen (Mallory) Dubs. 
Their union has been blessed with three children, two 
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boys and one girl, ages respectively, eighteen, fifteen, and 
eight (1925). 

During the twenty-four years of his connection with 
Schuylkill College Dr. Teel has won notable honors in 
every department of his work as an able manager, an 
efficient instructor, and a devoted Christian laborer. His 
practical ideas have won the confidence and support of 
the best element in the community, while his earnest labors 
to bring the college. up to the highest standards as an 
educational and Christian institution have met with the uni- 
versal approval of patrons and the denomination under 
whose auspices it is conducted. Dr. Teel is an active 
force in the Evangelical Church, and he has been a 
delegate to four General Conferences since 1907. He 
ranks as one of the eminent men in the city of Reading, 
and also in the Evangelical Church, of which he is a 
member. 


DR. CHARLES N. WILGEROTH—A successful 
physician of Reading, Pennsylvania, noted throughout the 
city and its environs and recognized in the profession, Dr. 
Charles N. Wilgeroth is a representative figure in present- 
day advance in Berks County, and his future will un- 
questionably carry him to even wider prominence. Dr. 
Wilgeroth is a son of John and Ellen (Lowen) Wil- 
geroth, his father active as a United States mail carrier 
until his death, which occurred in 1909. John Wilgeroth 
was a veteran of the Civil War, in which he served for 
one year, when, at the time, he was scarcely more than 
a lad. The mother passed away April 13, 1924. 


Charles N. Wilgeroth was born in Reading. Receiving his | 


early education in the public schools, he attended Brunner’s 
Business College, and later began the study of the drug- 
less method of healing in the American University at 
Chicago, Illinois. Devoting four years to his professional 
preparations and another year to institutional practice in 
the capacity of interne, Dr. Wilgeroth opened his offices at 
Reading, at No. 305 North Eleventh Street. He has 
developed a largely successful and steadily growing prac- 
tice, his work demonstrating, in a conclusive manner, the 
logic of the theory of medicine which he represents. He 
has won the esteem and confidence of the people, also the 
acknowledged respect of his cotemporaries of every shade 
of professional opinion. Dr. Wilgeroth was formerly a 
member of the National Guard of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and served for ninety-two days in the coal region 
of the State during the historic coal strike of 1900 as a 
member of Company I. Fraternally, Dr. Wilgeroth is 
affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Lodge No. 115; the Knights of Malta; Loyal Order 
of Moose; and Reading Camp, Modern Woodmen of 
America. Dr. Wilgeroth is further a member of the Ivy 
Leaf Association, and attends St. Thomas’ Reformed 
Church. 

Dr. Charles N. Wilgeroth married, in Reading, on June 
24, 1898, Sarah A. Boyer, daughter of Jerry and Sarah 
(Moore) Boyer, and they are the parents of five children: 
John, Lewis, Ellen, Emily, and Anna May. The Wilgeroth 
family residence is at No. 305 North Eleventh Street. 





FRANK STODDARD STEVENS —In ruilroad 
circles within which the Reading Railroad Company has 


operated there is no better known or more highly es- 
teemed former prominent associate in that transportation 
business than Frank Stoddard Stevens, who for a long 
period of years was the company’s division engineer, then 
division superintendent, then engineer of maintenance, a 
position which requires careful and strict supervision and 
upon which depends in very great measure the safety 
of the rolling stock, passengers and freight cargoes, as well 
as the facility of transportation. Mr. Stevens is now 


retired, having earned his rest from his long and faithfully- 


performed service. Virtually all his active life he has been 
essentially a railroad man, and nothing outside that voca- 
tion diverted his energy and talents. His every thought 
and ambition were bound up in the medium of success 
which the execution of his office might be used in the 
growth and extended influence of the Reading Railroad 
Company. A goodly share of the return for his highly- 
prized service was contained in the eminent satisfaction 
of having accomplished something worth-while in the 
maintenance of an important transportation system. 

Frank Stoddard Stevens was born December 7, 1850, at 
Athens, Pennsylvania, a son of Noah Stevens, a lawyer 
with seemingly a brilliant career in prospect which was 
cut short by death at the untimely age of twenty-nine 
years, and his wife, Martha Stevens. He attended the 
public schools and was prepared for college. He matricula- 
ted at Cornell University, but withdrew in the midst of 
his course to enter upon his career as a railroad man. 
As has been stated, he found his desired calling in the 
capacity of engineer, civil department, and he gave the 
best of his life and skill in the service of the Reading 
Company. 

Mr. Stevens is a prominent member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers; the American Railway Eng- 
ineering Association; and the Free and Accepted Masons, 
having gone as high in the order as the thirty-second 
degree Scottish Rite, but never has aspired to the holding 
of office. He is a member of the Wyomissing Club, of 
Reading. Members of his family are affiliated with the 
Methodist Episcopal and the Protestant Episcopal 
Churches. 

Mr. Stevens married, December 21, 1882, at Athens, 
Pennsylvania, Anne J. Clapp, a daughter of Charles and 
Elizabeth Clapp, she died September 7, 1922. Two 


’ children were born to them: Helen, born April 5, 1885, 


and Harold, born November 12, 1888. Mr. Stevens has 
his present residence at No.- 1424 Walnut Street, Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania. 


REV. GEORGE BORNEMANN, the only priest 
of St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church for a continuous 
period of forty-two years, and most affectionately recog- 
nized and spoken of in the community as “Father Borne- 
mann,” was born at Lingen, in the Province of Hanover, 
Germany, October 5, 1838. He is the son of William 
Bornemann, a rope-maker, who died in Reading in 1884, 
aged eighty-two years, and Louisa (Rolfs) Bornemann, 
who died while her son was still a young boy. 

George Bornemann emigrated to the United States 
when fifteen years of age, his father following some years 
later. He was specially educated for the priesthood in 
Germany and the United States, graduating from St. 
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Vincent’s College at Latrobe, Pennsylvania, in 1862, and 
then extended his ecclesiastical studies at St. Charles Sem- 
inary, in Philadelphia. He was regularly ordained as a 
priest in 1865 by Bishop (afterward Archbishop) Wood. 
After serving as assistant pastor at Philadelphia for a 
year, and at Neweastle, Pennsylvania, for the same period, 
he became pastor at St. Paul’s Church in Reading, in 1867, 
and this large and growing parish he has served most 
devotedly and successfully for forty-two continuous years, 
a truly remarkable period. His communicant members 
have come to number 3,000. During his ministrations the 
church property at Ninth and Walnut streets, for religious, 


educational and charitable purposes, has become the largest — 


at Reading, evidencing in a high degree his remarkable 
judgment ‘and executive ability. 

Besides being directly interested in the success of his 
own parish, Father Bornemann has been very active in 
the establishment of other institutions immediately con- 
nected with the Roman Catholic denomination: St. 
Joseph’s Hospital; House of the Good Shepherd; St. 
Catharine’s Orphan Asylum for Girls; St. Paul’s Orphan 
Asylum for Boys; the Polish, Italian and Slavic Roman 
Catholic churches; St. Bernardino’s Convent and Asylum, 
Oak Brook; and Gethsemane Roman Catholic Cemetery; 
all of which are successfully administered. 





WILLIAM HARBSTER, deceased, for many years 
one of the leading spirits of the manufacturing interests of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, was born October 20, 1823, in 
Albany Township, Berks County, son of Henry and Mary 
(Bucher) Harbster. 

John Harbster, grandfather of William Harbster, emi- 
grated to America from Germany, settling in Albany Town- 
ship, Berks County, and later lived in Montgomery and 
Lehigh counties, following farming in the several localities. 

Henry Harbster, son of John Harbster, was born in 
Berks County, and educated in the subscription schools. 
In early life he learned the blacksmith’s trade, which he 
followed some years. He also invented and manufactured 
coffee mills in Berks, Montgomery and Lehigh counties, 
in which he met with more than ordinary success. He was 
a Democrat in political belief, but only took a voting 
interest in politics. He married a daughter of Sebastian 
Bucher, and their children were: Matilda, wife of Casper 
Aman; Hannah, whose third husband was Jacob New- 
kirk; Ellen, deceased wife of William M. Griscom; Henry; 
Samuel, who died in youth; Matthan, of Reading; and 
William. Of this family in 1906 were still living Hannah 
and Matthan. 

William Harbster received his education in the common 
and subscription schools of Albany Township, after which 
he removed to Boyertown, where he apprenticed himself 
to lear nthe blacksmith’s trade, remaining in that locality 
seven years. After his apprenticeship had been served he 
worked as a journeyman, and then removed to Reading, 
where he engaged in work in a foundry and was subse- 
quently employed with the Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road Company. Not liking the change, he decided to com- 
mence operations in the northern part of the county, and, 
locating in Hamburg, he opened a smithy, manufacturing 
the iron work for carriages, etc. After remaining here two 
years, he returned to Reading, and with the assistance of 
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his brother-in-law, William M. Griscom, he founded the 
Reading Hardware Works. Beginning under very humble 
circumstances, and at first manufacturing but a few articles. 
by his incessant energy, excellent management and skilled 
workmanship the business increased and far exceeded the 
fondest hopes of its originator and founder. He found it 
necessary to admit more help, subsequently admitting Mat- 
than and John, his younger brothers, as partners, under 
the style of Harbster Bros. The business continued to 
prosper under the new management and the brothers suc- 
ceeded in building up one of the most extensive plants in 
the world, the Reading Hardware Company. 

Mr. Harbster was also the head of the Reading Nickel 
Plating Works. His advise was much sought because of 
his success in his own business, and he became officially 
connected with numerous institutions. 

Mr. Harbster married, June 15, 1848, Ellen Matthews, 
daughter of George Matthews, a native of Lebanon 
County, Pennsylvania. He was of Irish descent, and be- 
longed to a family, the descendants of which figured con- 
spicuously in the affairs of the State. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Harbster the following children were born: Emma R., 
married William Kensel; Cecelia, married John G. Mohn; 
John F.; Morris G., deceased; Annie R., married John 
Goodman; Howard E.; and Mary Margaret, married J. 
Wilhelm Hartmann, native of Germany, and a graduate 
of the Hamburg Conservatory of Music and that of Mu- 
nich, from which institutions he received the highest hon- 
ors, and he has become a composer of much note. 

Mr. Harbster was a Republican in his political belief, 
but never aspired to public preferment. He was a mem- 
ber of Chandler Lodge of Masons, No. 227; Reading Chap- 
ter, No. 152; Creigh Council, No. 16; and De Molay Com- 
mandery, No. 9. He was a consistent member and liberal 
supporter of Trinity Lutheran Church itor many years. 
Mr. Harbster died June 16, 1885. 





CLIFFORD W. KISSINGER, son of Abraham N. 
and Sallie R. (Spohn) Kissinger, was born February 6. 
1875, in Reading, and like his father has won prominence 
in the business sphere. He received his educational training 
in the public schools of his native Reading, then entered 
business life in the firm of which his father was the head, 
Kissinger Market House Company. Under his father, he 
received a thorough business training, and he has been 
successful in all his undertakings. 

Although he still retains an interest in the Market House 
Company, he engages in the real estate business to a 
greater extent, being interested in real estate enterprises 
both in and out of the city of Reading. In this work 
he has met with success, and he has become one of the 
foremost in this line of activity. Mr. Kissinger has also 
filled the position of teller in the Berks County Trust 
Company. In his politics he is affiliated with the Repub- 
lican Party, but he has never desired to hold public 
office. He is 2 Mason, and also belongs to the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and other secret organiza- 
tions. His club is the Iris, and his church the Lutheran. 

Mr. Kissinger has always been interested in philately, 
this form of amusement being perhaps his greatest hobby. 
For years he was president of the Society of Philatelic 
Americans, a national association with hundreds of 
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members. Mr. Kissinger has one of the largest stamp 
collections in the United States, of which he is very proud. 

He married Jane Reed, a native of New Castle, Pennsyl- 
vania, and he has one son, Harold W. 


DR. JOHN B. LIVINGOOD AND SONS— 
Jacob Loewenguth, who came to this country in 1710, 


was born in Schalkendorf, in Alsace, and was the son of ' 


Friederich Liebengut, who left Aarwangen, near Langen- 
thal, Canton, Lucerne, Switzerland, in 1653, after the 
Peasants’ War, in which he took part. He was one of 
a party of Germans sent by the British Board of Trade 
to Livingstone Manor in the Province of New York, to 
manufacture tar and naval stores, to cover the cost of their 
transportation. He was located in one of the towns in 
“West Camp,” above the present city of Kingston, on 
the Hudson River. 
ship and the failure of Governor Hunter, of the Province 
of New York, to keep his contract with the settlers, in 
1713 they left the Camps and worked their way through 
the wilderness to the Schoharie lands, a beautiful country 
southwest of Albany, in the western foothills of the 
Catskills. This Schoharie land was promised them by 
Queen Anne, of England, who was interested in them as 
refugees from their distressed fatherland, and had been 
given to the Queen by a group of Indian chiefs, who 
were in London when the refugees were camped outside 
the city. 

After ten years of labor in conquering the forest and 
creating and cultivating the farm lands of Schoharie, the 
settlers were driven out and the settlement caused to be 
abandoned by a combination of land speculators, who 
had been favored by the New York provincial govern- 
ment. Jacob Loewenguth was one of the group of settlers, 
who in 1723 cut through the forests to the head waters 
of the Susquehanna, down which they worked their way 
to the Province of Pennsylvania. They ended their 
journey at the mouth of the Swatara Creek and from 
there moved into and settled the Tulpehocken region. 

Jacob Loewenguth’s family consisted of his wife, 
Margaretha, and three children, Jacob, Anna Margaretha, 
and Anna Barbara. In the early part of April, 1758, a 
party of Indians attack the settlement and Jacob Loewen- 
guth and his wife were killed and scalped. Anna Barbara, 
and Anna Margaretha, who was the wiie of Jacob Fehler, 
with two of her children, were carried away captive by 
the Indians, and nothing was ever heard of them. Jacob 
Loewenguth, Jr., the son, escaped the attack. 

In relation to the engraving in this volume of a group 
of daguerreotypes of Dr. John B. Livingood who prac- 
ticed in Wolmelsdorf, 1812-1872, and his six sons, the 
originals of which were taken in 1852, on the occasion 
of the departure of Dr. John T. Livingood, one of the 
sons, for California, we are interested in the five genera- 
tions of the family in this country, which are as follows: 

A—Jacob Loewenguth, farmer, died 1758. 

B—Jacob Locwenguth, Jr., farmer, died 1788. 

C—John Livingood, farmer, died 1845, married Eliza- 

beth Bricker. 

D—John B. Livinggood, doctor, died 1872, married 

Elizabeth Treon. 
E—James C. Livingood, doctor, died 1891. 





After three years of toil and hard- ° 
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Jacob S. Livingood, lawyer, died 1906. 
John T. Livingood, doctor, died 1852. 

Michael T. Livingood, doctor, died 1900. 
Louis A. Livingood, doctor, died 1899. 
William H. Livingood, lawyer, died 1906. 

FRANK §. LIVINGOOD was born in Reading, 
February 24, 1855, grandson of Dr. John B. Livingood 
(q.v.), and son of Jacob Seltzer and Lucy Jane (Shalter) 
Livingood. He attended private and public schools of 
the city, and the high school for two years. He attended 
Phillips Academy, at Andover, Massachusetts, for three 
years, and was graduated with the class of 1872; he 
attended Harvard College for four years, graduating with 
the class of 1876. Mr. Livingood studied law in the office 


of his father, Jacob S. Livingood, at Reading, and was 


admitted to the bar of Berks County in August, 1879. 
He has been in continuous practice since his admission. 


JOHN E. LIVINGOOD, M. D.—The medical prac- 
tice of Dr. Livingood, pursued in Womelsdorf and Read- 
ing, has had as a contemporary experience over a year 
and a half in the medical corps of the United States Army, 
service which in a sense interrupted, and at the same 
time constitutes, a valuable part of his professional work. 
Dr. Livingood is a son of Dr. Horace Filbert and Elsie 
(Mauser) Livingood, his father, deceased, having been 


a physician and at one time county controller of Berks. 
y 


County. In his choice of a calling Dr. Livingood follows 
a family tradition dating back over a century, his grand- 
father, Dr. Louis A. Livingood (q.v.) and great-grand- 
father, Dr. John Livingood (q.v.), having all been Berks 
County physicians. 

John E. Livingood was born at Womelsdorf, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, August 1, 1889, there attending 
the public schools and subsequently entering Mercersburg 
Academy, where he was graduated in the class of 1905. 
In 1909 he received the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy 
from Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, and his medal studies, pursued at Jefferson 
Medical College, were completed with graduation in 1913. 
During 1913-1915, Dr. Livingood served an interneship 
at Jefferson Hospital, and in the latter year he began 
practice in Womelsdorf, there continuing in medical work 
until his enlistment in the United States Army. He was 
commissioned a first lieutenant in the Medical Reserve 
Corps of the United States Army in July, 1917, served in 
France from November, 1917, to February, 1919, and in 
March, 1919, received an honorable discharge. His return to 
private practice was made in Reading, where he has since 
continued, acquiring both professional following and pres- 
tige. Dr. Livingood is a member of the Berks County 
Medical Society and the Radiological Society of North 
America. 

His fraternal identification is with the Masonic Order, 
a member of Williamson Lodge, No. 307, Free and Accepted 
Masons; he holds the degrees of Reading Consistory (thir- 
ty-second), Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. From _ his 
college years he has been a member of Phi Kappa Psi, 
Phi Alpha Sigma, and Alpha Omega Alpha fraternities. 
His clubs are the University, Wyomissing, and the Ins, 
and he is a communicant of the Lutheran Church. 
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Dr. Livingood married, at Wyomissing, Pennsy}vania, 
June 30, 1919, Minnie E. Janssen, daughter of Henry 
and Wilhelmina Janssen, and they are the parents of 
two children: Elsa and Helene. 


LOUIS JACOB LIVINGOOD, M.D., a practi- 
tioner of Womelsdorf since 1920, is a member of the 
‘fourth generation of Livingoods who have practiced in 
this vicinity for a period exceeding a century. This 
practice of medicine in Womelsdorf was begun by Dr. John 
B. Livingood (q.v.), in Womelsdorf in 1812, and con- 
tinued by his son, Dr. Louis A. Livingood. Dr. Horace 
F. Livingood, father of Dr. Louis J. Livingood, practiced 
here from 1887 to 1915, when the practice was continued 
by his son, Dr. John E. Livingood (q.v.), from 1915 to 
1917. The three-year period of the war was the only 
interruption in the century of this practice, when the 
sons of Dr. Horace F. Livingood were in the United 
States Army. The following items cover in brief the 
biography of Dr. Louis J. Livingood. 

Louis Jacob Livingood, M.D., was born in Womels- 
dorf, Pennsylvania, January 28, 1893, the second. son of 
Horace Filbert Livingood, M.D. and Elsie (Mauser) 
Livingood. _He attended Womelsdorf Public School until 
1907, and was graduated from Mercersburg Academy in 
1909. In 1913 he graduated from Franklin and Marshall 
College, with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. He 
is a member of Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity. In 1917 he was 
graduated from the Jefferson Medical College, receiving 
his degree of Doctor of Medicine. He holds membership 
in Alpha Omega Alpha, an honorary medical fraternity. 
He served as interne at the Methodist Episcopal Hospital, 
Philadelphia, from June, 1917, to June, 1918. During 
the World War, 1918-19 he was first lieutenant in the 
United States Army Medical Corps. Dr. Livingood has 
been practicing in Womelsdorf since 1920. He is 2 member 
of Williamson Lodge, No. 307, Free and Accepted Masons; 
of Reading Consistory, (thirty-second degree), Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; and of Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is a mem- 
ber of the Berks County Medical Society. 

Dr. Livingood married Edna Elizabeth Loomis, daughter 
of John and Mary (Diduit) Loomis, of Findlay, Ohio. 
They are the parents of a son, John, born January 17, 
1921, and a daughter, Mary Louise, born May 30, 1923. 





FREDERICK WILLSON—The Willson family, 
which originated in Yorkshire, England, was established 
in early Colonial times in New England by Gile Willson. 
His grandson, Gile J. Willson, the grandfather of Fred- 
erick Willson, was born February 4, 1824, in New York 
State. On January 7, 1845, he married Sarah J. Templin, 
daughter of James Templin, 2 member of one of the 
oldest of the Berks County families. Their children 
were Thomas A., of whom further; M. Elizabeth; and 
Charles Gile. Gile J. Willson was for many years a 
prominent business man ot Reading. 

Thomas A. Willson, son of Gile J. and Sarah J. (Tem- 
plin) Willson, was born in Winchester, Virginia. He 
joined with his father in the manufacture of optical 
goods, and is believed to have been the first manufac- 
turer to make such goods on a large scale by means of 
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automatic machinery. He married Clara A. Sallade, 
daughter of Jacob D. Sallade, of Reading. Thomas A. 
Willson died in Reading, March 13, 1910. 

Frederick Willson, only child of Thomas A. and Clara 


‘A. (Sallade) Willson, was born at No. 524 Penn Street, 


Reading, Pennsylvania, January 9, 1869. With public 
and private school education, he graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania with the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine. During 1892-93 he practiced in Philadel- 
phia, returning to Reading to associate with his father 
in the manufacture of optical goods under the firm name 
of T. A. Willson & Company.. The company was incor- 
porated in 1910, with Dr. Willson as vice-president. 
In March, 1910, he succeeded to the presidency and gen- 
aral managership of the company, and still holds the 
former office. The latter responsibility was handed over 
to his son, Thomas A., (second), in 1924. In 1921 the 
name of the corporation was changed to Willson Goggles, 
Inc., under which name the business is now conducted, 
operating the largest plant in the world devoted exclu- 
sively to the manufacture of head and eye protective 
devices and respirators. 

For many years Dr. Willson has served on the board 
of directors of the Second National Bank of Reading. 
He is a member of the City Planning Commission of 
Reading. During the World War he served as chairman 
of the executive committee of the War Service Com- 
mittee of the Optical Industry. Dr. Willson was president 
of the Reading Chamber of Commerce during 1916-17, 
and has served as president of the Optical Manufacturers’ 
Association of Providence, Rhode Island, since 1922. 
He is a member of the board of managers of the Reading 
Hospital. He is a member of the Wyomissing Club and 
of the Berkshire Country Club. 

On August 4, 1892, Frederick Willson married Lilian 
Irene Dunham, of New York City, daughter of Oscar B. 
Dunham, a prominent publisher. Mrs. Willson died June 
9, 1923. Their children are: Thomas Atwood, second,- 
a sketch of whom follows; and Virginia D., born Decem- 
ber 2, 1898, married Herbert J. Larsen, of Buffalo, New 
York, they have one child, John Frederick Larsen. 


THOMAS ATWOOD WILLSON, who stands 
among the leading business executives of Reading, is a 
successful and energetic young man of the day. A veteran 
of the World War, and interested in various branches of 
organized advance, Mr. Willson is widely known and has 
many friends in Reading and indeed throughout Berks 
County. He is a son of Frederick Willson, a sketch of 
whom precedes this. ; 

Thomas Atwood Willson was born September 2, 1894, 
in Reading. His education was received in the local pub- 
lic and high schools, then he attended the Manor School, 
Stamford, Connecticut, and was graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania in the class of 1915. Shortly 
following the completion of his studies, Mr. Willson 
became associated with his father in business, the activ- 
ities of this concern comprising the manufacture of 
protective head and eye devices, as well as strictly optical 
goods. In 1919, Mr. Willson was made vice-president of 
the company, and in addition to the duties of this office, 
in 1924 he was made general manager of the business. 














394 


Having gained his experience and training within the 
organization, by the very practical method of activity 
in every detail, Mr. Willson’s handling of responsibility 
has won him the commendation and appreciation of all 
with whom he is associated, and it is felt throughout the 
organization that the fortunes of the concern are sale 
in his hands. His forward-looking spirit will, without 
doubt, lead the concern to ever-higher attainment and 
evér-wider usefulness. 

With American intervention in European affairs, Mr. 

Willson offered his services and was commissioned first 
lieutenant of the Signal Corps. During the war, he was 
active on special duty in the United States and in France. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Free and Accepted 
Masons, is a member of the Theta Delta Chi Fraternity, 
and his clubs are the Berkshire Country, the Wyomissing, 
the University and the Theta Delta Chi, of New York 
City. 
Thomas Atwood Willson married, April 25, 1916, at 
Reading, Dorothy Goodenough Fink, born December 2, 
1894, in Reading, a daughter of Andrew Jackson and 
Laura (Goodenough) Fink. Mr. and Mrs. Willson are 
the parents of one child, Thomas Atwood, 3, born August 
25a) O25) 


CHARLES THEODORE DELLINGER—One of 
the foremost real estate executives of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, is Charles Theodore Dellinger, whose posi- 
tion as a member of the Nolan Real Estate and Insurance 
Agency places him among the leaders of present-day 
advance in the State of Pennsylvania. A native of Mary- 
land, but for more than twenty years identified with the 
progress of Reading, Mr. Dellinger has proved himseli a 
thoroughly public-spirited man, as well as an efficient 
business executive, and he commands the esteem and con- 
fidence of all with whom he comes in touch. 

The Dellinger family is one of large importance in 
Germany, from which country the name originated, and 
has for several generations been identified with American 
advance in the State of Maryland. Andrew Reutch 
Dellinger, Mr. Dellinger’s father, was a prominent citizen 
of Downsville, Washington County, Maryland, his inter- 
ests during his short but useful career being of an agricul- 
tural nature. Andrew Reutch Dellinger married Susan. 
Julia Hoffeditz, daughter of Rev. Theodore C. W. Hoffe- 
ditz, and granddaughter of Rev. Theodore Ludwig Hoffe- 
ditz, who was born in Stauven, Trendelburg, near Carl- 
shafen, a picturesque city on the River Weser in Germany. 
Rev. Theodore Ludwig Hoffeditz became a pioneer clergy- 
man of the Reformed Church in Philadelphia and other 
sections of Pennsylvania, where he did great good. He 
married, in Northampton County, Pennsylvania, Juliane 
Roth, who was born in Lower Nazareth Township, Novem- 
ber 20, 1795. His death occurred in Nazareth in August 
of 1858, and hers the following year. Rev. Theodore C. H. 
Hoffeditz, their eldest son, was born in Mount Bethel 
Township, Northampton County, November 28, 1818. 
He was a graduate of Mercersburg Seminary (1840) and 
was sent to Europe as collecting agent for his alma mater. 
Returning to his native country on account of ill health, 
he taught school in Mercersburg until his early death, 
February 3, 1859. He married Louisa Hoke, who was born 
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March 18, 1820, and died October 16, 1884, and their 
children numbered five sons and one daughter. Of these 
children, Susan Julia became the wife of Andrew Reutch 
Dellinger, as above noted. 

Charles Theodore Dellinger, son of Andrew Reutch and 
Susan J. (Hoffeditz) Dellinger, was born near Downsville, 
Washington County, Maryland, July 22, 1878. His edu- 
cation was limited to the common school course, but with 
characteristic energy, backed by a mental capacity inherited 


from long lines of scholarly ancestors, he took up the - 


responsibilities of life well equipped for the struggle. His 
first experience was in the employ of T. J. Fahrney, in his 
native State, this enterprise being a general store. Serv- 
ing for a time as clerk, he later became manager, but in 
1899 the business was sold. Then becoming associated with 
William Updegraff & Son at Hagerstown, Maryland, be 
remained with that firm until 1902 when he became a 
resident and business executive of Reading. Entering 
the organization known as Mengel & Mengel, real estate 
brokers, and located at No. 60 South Sixth Street, he 
continued active in that connection until the year 1907. 
Then, in association with a partner, he organized the firm 
of Christ & Dellinger for the purpose of carrying on 
construction and development work. Their first activity 
was on the west side of North Front Street, in the 
stretch lying between Windsor and Spring streets, where 
they built a row of beautiful homes. Purchasers for 
these residences seemed awaiting just such an opportunity 
to avail themselves of an exclusive and attractive section 
of the city, and in the success of this first venture Mr. 
Dellinger found his determination settled to continue 
along the same general line. Merging his interests with 
the Nolan Real Estate and Insurance Agency, he became an 
equal partner with Edward C. Nolan, then vice-presi- 
dent of the First National Bank of Reading. Mr. Nolan 
acting as president, and Mr. Dellinger as secretary and 
treasurer, the firm went forward to ever larger success 
until November 1, 1921, when Mr. Dellinger bought out 
his partner. Retaining the name in the present title of 
the enterprise, Mr. Dellinger has followed similar lines of 
activity, his development work in real estate always being 
of the highest class. Aside from any interests which 
he handles iindependently, Mr. Dellinger has recently 
associated himself with Charles A. Mills and J. Bennett 
Nolan in the development of Berkshire Heights, a new 
suburb of Reading, located on Schuylkill Avenue beyond 
the Schuylkill Avenue bridge and adjoining the Berk- 
shire Country Club. This tract, which lies on the right 
side of the avenue as one leaves the city, will be carried 
along on the most progressive and elaborate plan and will 
constitute one of the most desirable and attractive suburbs 
of the city. Mr. Dellinger’s political affiliation is with the 
Republican Party, although his time is too fully occupied 
to permit his official activity in public affairs. Fraternally 
he is identified with Medairy Lodge, No. 140, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of Williamsport, Maryland; and Read- 
ing Lodge, No. 115, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. Mr. Dellinger is a member of the Wyomissing 
Club, and attends the Trinity Lutheran Church, of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania. 

Charles Theodore Dellinger married a Miss Heffner, 
a daughter of D. A. Heffner, and they are the parents 
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of three children: Daniel Heffner, born in October, 1908; 
Charles T.; and Mary Louisa. The Dellinger residence 
is at No. 916 North Front Street, Reading. 

HENRY ECKERT MORRET, M.D.—A distin- 
guished figure in present-day advance in Berks County 
is Dr. Henry Eckert Morret, of Wernersville, whose use- 
ful and widely noteworthy career has given his name 
large significance to-the people. Devoted to his profes- 
sion, faithful in his attention to every need of those who 
place their welfare in his hands, Dr. Morret has the two- 
fold é¢quipment of a brilliant mental endowment and 
excellent practical training. 

The Morret family is of Norman origin and has been 
in this country for many years. Emigrants in America 
are mentioned in the “Nobility of Normandy,” published 
as early as the year 1687. Jean Dedier Morret, the pioneer 
ancestor of the line of present interest, was one of two 
brothers who came to Berks County in 1757, his brother 
having been Matthieu Morret. Jean Dedier Morret lived 
in the lower section of this county and is there buried. 

Samuel Morret, son of Jean Dedier Morret, was born 
in Cumberland County, where he died at an advanced 
age, in 1831. His wife survived him for nearly three 
decades, and died, in 1860, at the age of ninety years. 
Their three children were: Samuel (2), of whom further; 
John; and George. 

Samuel (2) Morret was born in Cumberland County, 
in this State, and became a leading general merchant and 
successful in various other ventures of a business nature. 
He was born in 1801, and died in 1867, his remains lying 
buried at Circleville, Ohio, where he spent his declining 
years with his daughters. He married Mary Grabille, 
who was born in Adams County, in this State, and their 
seven children were: William, a resident of Muncie, 
Indiana; Caroline, wife of Jacob Throne, of Circleville, 
Ohio; Mary, wife of McKinney Smith, a farmer of 
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania; Julia, wife of Jacob G. 
Leber, of Manheim, Pennsylvania; Lida, wife of John G. 
Oliver, residents of Circleville; Rusetta, who died in 
infancy; and Benjamin F., of whom further. 

Benjamin F. Morret, youngest son of these parents, 
was born June 29, 1842, in Churchtown, in Cumberland 
County. He received an excellent education in Carlisle 
and Wrightsville, also attending school in Circleville, 
Ohio. He learned the trade of coach-maker, which he 
followed for about a year and a half, then enlisted for 
service in the Civil War, at Circleville, serving in Company 
C, 15th Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which formed 
a part of the Third Brigade, Third Army Corps, Army 
of the Cumberland. His enlistment was for a period of 
three years, but on December 31, 1862, he was wounded 
at the battle of Stone River, receiving a musket ball in 
the right hip. Upon his recovery he was eager to return 
to active service, but his strength did not permit it, in 
the opinion of his superiors and he was detailed as drill 
sergeant at Fort Adams, at Newport, Rhode Island, and 
there drilled raw recruits and organized companies, con- 
tinuing active thus until the completion of his period of 
enlistment. He received his honorable discharge from the 


service at Newport, Rhode Island, September 16, 1864, 





with the rank of sergeant. Benjamin F. Morret’s later 
years were devoted to the manufacture of iron. He 
leased Dowling Forge, in Chester County, and was later 
active along the same line on French Creek and at Lick- 
dale, then known as Union Forge. He built a forge at 
Douglassville, in 1878, and employed up to sixty people, 
then, in 1891, built the Hamburg Vitrified Brick Works, 
in Hamburg, this county. For six years he was active 
with A. Howard Merritt and George W. Raudenbush. 
The plant was then sold, and after three years of retire- 
ment in Hamburg, he removed to Reading and interested 
himself in the real estate business, which he followed 
until his death, December 16, 1907. Benjamin F. Morret 
married, in 1875, Clara C, Herman, daughter of Rev. 
Augustus Herman, of Reading,. who erected the old St. 
John’s Church at Hamburg and there preached for several 
year. Mr. and Mrs. Morret were the parents of one son: 
Henry Eckert, of further mention. 

Henry Eckert Morret was born in Douglassville, Penn- 
sylvania, June 1, 1881. His education was begun in the 
local public schools, and following the completion of his 
high school course in Hamburg, he entered Jefferson 
Medical College, in Philadelphia, from which he was grad- 
uated in the class of 1903. For a number of months he 
served as interne at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Reading, 
then was active as resident physician until July, 1904. 
He then established his office in Wernersville, where he has 
developed a very excellent and important practice. Dr. 
Morret has not only won the esteem and regard of those 
who employ him professionally, but has risen to an out- 
standing position in medical advance in this section, and 
through the importance and extent of his practice has 
come to be considered one of the foremost physicians of 
Berks County. He is a Republican in his political affilia- 
tions, and for some years has been a member of the local 
Board of Health, which for ten years he has served as 
president. During the World War he did much to advance 
the progress of the various inspirational drives and acti- 
vities and was also designated to remain in Wernersville 
to supervise government interests here, although he was 
anxious to bear a part in the endeavors closer to the center 
of action, Fraternally he is affiliated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and is a member of the Berks 
County Rod and Gun Club and the Reading Auto Club. 
His religious affiliation is with the Reformed Church. 

Henry Eckert Morret married, February 7, 1907, in 
New York City, Mary S. Schaeffer, daughter of John and 
Rebeccah Schaeffer. Dr. Morret’s daughter by a former 
marriage, Catherine, is a graduate of Reading High School, 
class of 1917, and is considered one of the successful young 
business women of Reading, serving as chief clerk in the 
Maintenance of Way Department of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, at their Reading headquarters. She resides with 
her grandmother, Mrs. C. C. Morret. 


FRANK HEDDEN HOWARD—As president of 
the Reading Chain annd Block Company, of Reading, 
Frank Hedden Howard represents a man of unusual ability, 
one who irom early years set for himself a goal and, with 
an ambition characteristic of the family, set about to 
attain it. He has been successful, not because of any 
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favoritism on his part but because he was energetic and 
ambitious, and he deserves much credit. 

Born in Newark, New Jersey, September 22, 1859, he 
is the son of Josiah W. and Charlotte Matilda Howard, 
his father now deceased. His early years were spent in 
Newark, and it was in this city that he received his gram- 
mar and high school education. He was not permitted 
the usual college course, so essential these days, but 
instead he fitted himself for a business career by taking 
a course in a business college. With his educational train- 
ing completed, he entered the employ of the Yale & Towne 
Manufacturing Company as a mechanical engineer and 
salesman. He remained with this company for several 
years and filled both of these positions very creditably. 
Inexperienced at first, it’ was not long after starting out 
as a salesman before he had discovered the art of good 
salesmanship, and he immediately began to put it in 
practice with the result that he soon became a valuable 
asset to his firm. After some years spent in this work 
he felt confident that he had the necessary experience 
and ability to do something on his own account, so in 
1904, after having come to Reading, he established the 
Reading Chain Block Company. He was successful in 
this undertaking and it was not so very long aiterward 
that it was incorporated as the Reading Chain & Block 
Corporation, with Mr. Howard elected as its president. 
This is the position he is holding today (1925), one of 
honor, yet having its many responsibilities attached to 
it. Mr. Howard is quite capable of handling it, and is 
a man greatly respected in Reading. 

As a member of the Chamber of Commerce of Reading, 
Mr. Howard is making his influence felt for the good of 
the community, his advice being sought on many matters 
of import. In 1919 he was elected president of the Mount 
Penn Borough, and in 1922 he had the honor of being 
re-elected for a four-year term. The great interest he 
takes in the boys of this generation is shown in his associ- 
ation with the Boy Scouts. He holds the office of president 
of the Reading Council of Boy Scouts, and in this way 
is helping in the work of this splendid organization, and 
the boys of Reading have a real regard for their leader. 

Mr. Howard is also recognized as a prominent Mason, 
being a member of the Lodge No. 549, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and holds the degrees of the Reading Consistory. 
He also holds membership in Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and in the Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon. His clubs include the Wyomissing and the 
Rotary, and he finds his religious inspiration in com- 
munion with the Park Congregational Church. 

Frank Hedden Howard married, in Newark, New Jersey, 
December 30, 1885, Ida W. Cochrane, daughter of John 
H. and Rachel (Wandel) Cochrane. To this marriage were 
born eleven children: Mildred M., Mabel L., Fred A., 
Ida O., Ada H., Philip K.; Lotta, who married a Mr. 
Bushong; Frank M.; Beatrice; Bessie, deceased; and 
Dorothy, deceased. 


CHARLES AUGUSTUS ROWE-—Useful activi- 
ties engaged the attention of Charles Augustus Rowe 
throughout a long and worthy lifetime. Both in his 
individual responsibilities and as a progressive citizen of 
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Reading, he gave to his day and generation an example 
of commendable sincerity and faithfulness to duty. A 
man of large energy, trained in an important field, he 
began life in construction activities, then later identified 
himself with transportation interests, but the principal 
part of his career was spent with the Reading Hardware 
Company. A veteran of the Civil War, he served for 
more than three years in that struggle, meeting the duties 
of the time with calmness and unfailing courage, even 
under the most trying circumstances. Always gifted with 
the ability to make friends and possessing that nature 
which retains permanently friendships, even the most 
casual, Mr. Rowe was widely mourned when death re- 
moved him from Reading, although long years of illness 
and suffering preceded his passing. 

Henry Rowe, father of Charles A. Rowe, was for many 
years a well known citizen of Reading, and was a lead- 
ing shoemaker of his day in a time when all footwear 
was made by hand. He conducted a shoe shop throughout 
his active career, and the excellence of his work made 
him one of the successful and widely sought men in his 
field of endeavor. He was one of the early influential 
Republicans of Berks County, and was a member of 
Trinity Church. Henry Rowe married Angeline Seitz- 
inger, a descendent of Nicholas Seitzinger, one of the 
famous Revolutionary heroes of Berks County. She died, 
in Reading, many years ago. The children of these 
parents were: Elvira, wife of Henry Pott; Anna, wile 
of John Umpleby, and they reside in Topeka, Kansas, 
he being eighty-eight years old; Emma, wife of John 
Levan; Charles Augustus, of further mention; Henry, 
decased; Agnes, deceased; Catharine, deceased; Susan, 
wife of Ezra High; William, who resides in Reading; 
and Rose, wife of A. H. Kretz. 

Charles Augustus Rowe was born in Reading, April 15, 
1840, and died in Reading, at the South Sixth Street 
home, June 21, 1908. His boyhood days were spent in 
Reading, attending the public schools and gaining the 
breadth of culture which is obtainable by any youth 
with studious mind at the progressive institutions of the 
city. As a young man he learned the trade of brick 
mason and for some years worked at this trade, partici- 
pating in the erection of the most important buildings of 
that period in and about Reading. He then entered the 
employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company 
as fireman on their freight trains on the Lebanon Valley 
branch. Soon rising to the position of locomotive engin- 
eer, he followed that route for many years, making his 
home in Reading, but serving on the important trains of 
the line, in the capacity of engineer. With the passing 
of the years and the strain of this great responsibility, 
Mr. Rowe resigned from the railroad to accept a position 
as stationary engineer in the employ of the Reading 
Hardware Company. In the great manufacturing plant 
of that concern, he remained for many years, as engineer, 
then, as with advancing age he desired to lay aside heavy 
work, he was made night watchman for the same concern. 
His health definitely failed some years later and he was 
stricken with paralysis, but lingered for twelve years, 
during the greater part of that time in helplessness. His 
devoted wife and daughter cared for him during this 
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time of suffering and he passed away eventually, serene 
in his faith of God. 

“Mr. Rowe’s Military record began with his enlistment 
in the Civil War, August 14, 1861, in Company E, 46th 
Regiment Volunteer Infantry. He rose to the rank of 
sergeant; he was wounded at Lookout Mountain, (Battle 
above the Clouds), when twelve men, one by one, were 
shot down ahead of him, each trying to save the flag. 
Mr. Rowe was the thirteenth who attempted the gallant 
dash for the colors, but, although wounded, he did not 
Jose his life. The family now have in their possession 
a part of the flag which he thus preserved from dishonor. 
Throughout his lifetime Mr. Rowe was a staunch Repub- 
lican and did much for the progress and growth of the 
party, although never in an official way. He was 2 man 
of eminently domestic tastes, finding his greatest pleasure 
in the comforts of his fireside and the companionship 
of his loved ones. He was a worthy citizen in every 
sense of the word, and was a consistent member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

Charles Augustus Rowe married, in 1868, in Reading, 
Mary Madalene Fritz, born in Birdsboro, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, a daughter of Daniel and Mary Fritz. Mrs. 
Rowe died January 4, 1913, her passing closing a life of 
beautiful charity and devotion to the wellbeing of her 
family. She was a devout Christian woman, and a 
member of Christ Episcopal Church. Mr. and Mrs. Rowe 
were the parents of three children: Daniel Fritz, who died 
in infancy; Mary M., who is and has been for many 
years a teacher in the public schools of Reading; and 
Daisy B. a milliner. The Misses Rowe maintain the 
beautiful home at No. 104 South Sixth Street. They are 
active in the work of Christ Episcopal Church. 





THOMAS BINGAMAN—The life of Thomas Binga- 
man, of Reading, Pennsylvania, exemplified the value of 
consistent and ever progressive effort in a field of endeavor 
vitally necessary to the public health and well-being, and 
in his faithful and efficient discharge of duty he gained 
a position in the city of Reading, where he commanded 
the esteem and confidence of all with whom he came in 
touch. Building his success upon a practical educational 
preparation and tireless industry, Mr. Bingaman’s genial 
personality was no small factor in his rise*to prominence, 
and he is remembered in Reading as one of the thoroughly 
estimable men of his day. Widely prominent fraternally, 


he was interested in all that counted for the general 
advance, and reared his children in principles of honorable 


citizenship. 


Thomas Bingaman was born at the family home at 
No. 718 Penn Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, January 4, 


1856, and was a son of William and Rebecca (Graul) 
Bingaman. 


of his studies with the upper grammar grade. 


young man he learned the trade of barber from his father, 
who was active at that employment throughout his career. 
Thomas Bingaman followed in the footsteps of his father, 
continuing active as a barber until his death, which oc- 
curred December 27, 1923. 





Receiving his education in the local public 
schools, the removal of the family from the city just 
prior to his entering high school about the completion 
AS 2 


Maintaining a high-class shop 
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in Reading for many years, he gained the personal friend- 
ship of many of his patrons, and through his ability and 
attention to each individual won a position of note in his 
chosen field of endeavor. Mr. Bingaman was one of those 
men who, in whatever line of endeavor they are seen, 
dignify the work they do and raise it to the level of 
an art. Mr. Bingaman’s personal integrity gave him the 
unqualified respect of everyone who enjoyed his acquain- 
tance, and his death removed from the community one 
of the eminently useful and thoroughly representative 
citizens of his day. 

For many years Thomas Bingaman was prominent in 
fraternal affairs, and was a charter member of Vigilance 
Lodge, No. 194, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at 
the time of his death being one of the very few remain- 
ing charter members of the organization. He had for 
many years been a devoted worker for the good of this 
lodge, and he was also long a member of the old Reading 
Encampment, now out of existence. He also was @ 
member of the Gordon Club, which was connected with 
the Odd Fellows. For many years also Mr. Bingaman 
was a member of Liberty Fire Company, No. 5, of Read- 
ing, and in all that pertained to the local advance he 
gave his unqualified endorsement to all progressive en- 
deavor. In early life he became a member of the Memorial 
Church of the Holy Cross and never withdrew his mem- 
bership from this church, although his family belonged 
to St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Bingaman married Martha Scull, daughter of Marks 
Biddle and Barbara (Briner) Scull. Mr. and Mrs. Binga- 
man are the parents of two children: Stanley Frank, 
a biography of whom follows; Pearl, who was born 
May 5, 1882, now the wife of Paul A. Rick, a biography 
of whom appears later on. 





STANLEY FRANK BINGAMAN, who has been 
prominent for a number of years in the business life of 
Reading, Pennsylvania, was born in Reading, October 23, 
1880, a son of Thomas and Martha (Scull) Bingaman, his 
father’s career reviewed in the preceding sketch. 

Mr. Bingaman attended the public schools of his birth- 
place, and was graduated from the Reading High School 
in the class of 1900. Later study along architectural 
lines prepared the young man definitely for a career in 
that special field, but broken health, due to overstudy, 
later compelled him to secure out-of-docr employment. 
His activities for a number of years followed general 
agricultural and development lines, but with the period 
of the World War Mr. Bingaman became indentified with 
the auditing department of the Bethlehem Steel Com- 
pany in Reading. Mr. Bingaman meanwhile, however, 
did not entirely set aside his artistic ambitions, and fol- 
lowing the return of normal conditions in the business 
world he resumed his study in the offices of Calvin James 
Young, a leading architect of Reading. Mr. Bingaman is 
now taking a worthy and promising position in the field 
of his choice, and is numbered among the progressive 
professional men of the day in this city. Various interests 
of civic, fraternal and social nature command Mr. Binga- 
man’s attention, although in public advance he has thus 

far always declined leadership. Fraternally he is affiliated 
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with Vigilance Lodge, No. 194, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of which he was formerly an officer; Mt. 
Penn Encampment, No. 152, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; Reading Tent, No. 426, Knights of the Maccabees; 
Liberty Fire Company, No. 5; and his clubs are the 
Gordon and the Penn Wheelmen. His religious affiliation 
is with St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Bingaman married February 5, 1925, Elva M. 
Seivord, daughter of Clara and the late Abraham Seivord, 
at one time building inspector of Reading under ex- 
Mayor Shanaman. 


PAUL AMMON RICK—A noteworthy figure in 
present day advance in Berks County is Paul Ammon 
Rick, who has for many years been identified with indus- 
trial advance in this section in the production of hosiery. 
Mr. Rick is a leading figure in the progress of the day, and 
is a member of a family of large prominence in this 
section. 

(I) Hermann Rick, the pioneer of this family in Amer- 
ica, crossed the Atlantic in 1712, at the age of twelve 
years, and after an education in the pay schools of the 
day was active in merchandising interests for a few years, 
then spent the remainder of his life in farming. 

(II) John George Rick, son of the pioneer, also became 
active in farming and owned much land in Bern Township. 
He was a loyal member of the Whig Party, also the 
Reformed Church, of which his- wife, Catharine (Weiser) 
Rick, was also a member. 

(IIJ) Charles Rick, son of John G. and Catharine 
(Weiser) Rick, was educated in local institutions, and 
after. mercantile activities in small towns located in Read- 
ing in 1841. Here he became largely prominent, and was 
a leading member of the German Reformed Church. He 
died in 1878, and his wife passed away two years later. 

(IV) John Rick, son of Charles Rick, was for many 
years a member of the firm of Rick Brothers, a leading 
concern in the manufacture of textiles in. Reading, which 
was established in 1867. He became latterly a noted 
manufacturer of hardware, continuing until his death in 
1900, at the age of sixty-two years. He married Emma 
C. Ammon, and they were the parents of four children: 
George, John, Paul Ammon, of whom further, and Mar- 
garet Julia. The daughter died in September, 1904. 

(V) Paul Ammon Rick, son of John and Emma C. 
(Ammon) Rick, was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
May 22, 1882. Receiving his early education in the public 
schools of Reading, he later attended Professor H. Y. 
Stover’s Business College, of which he is a graduate. 
Entering the Farmers’ National Bank upon the completion 
of his education, he first filled a position as clerk, and 
remaining with the institution for a considerable time 
he rose in the organization from one position of respon- 
sibility to another, until he became a teller, which posi- 
tion he capably filled. Resigning from that institution, 
he engaged in the hosiery business in partnership with 
Harry M. Bodey and together these progressive men 
conducted the Grill Hosiery Mill. Mr. Rick became sole 
owner of this interest in 1918 and still continues. Under 
his leadership the organization has gone forward to ever 








larger success and importance, and he now stands among | 
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the widely recognized and largely significant business mey 
of the day. A Republican by political affiliation, he jc 
fraternally identified with Reading Lodge, No. 115, Bene. 
volent and Protective Order of Elks, and is a member of 
the Wyomissing and the Berkshire Country clubs. His 
religious affiliation is with St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Rick married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, Pear] 
Bingaman, daughter of Thomas and Martha (Scull) 
Bingaman (see a preceding biography). Mr. and Mrs. 
Rick are the parents of one child, Charlotte Augusta, born 
March 31, 1902. 


WILLIAM FOSTER GANSTER, M. D.—The 
lifelong activities of Dr. William Foster Ganster of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, form a record of rare usefulness and great 
benevolence. Endowed with the richest quality of spirit 
and the skill which cannot be acquired wholly by training, 
Dr. Ganster was an unusually successful physician and 
surgeon, and although the greater part of his active life 
was spent in another city, his affiliations with Reading were 
always close and intimate, for this city was his birthplace, 
and throughout his lifetime he spent his periods of leisure 
here when he was able to lay aside his work. He rose 
to an important position in the professional world, and 
his remains now repose in a Reading cemetery. Dr. 
Ganster was a son of George P. and Theresa (Pau!) 
Ganster, his father a leading citizen of Reading for many 
years and a prominent inventor, his work contributing 
largely to the early progress of industrial affairs in Berks 
County. The family have always been members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

William Foster Ganster was born in Reading, July 3, 
1864, and died in Brooklyn, New York, February 11, 1913. 
His education was received in the public schools of Read- 
ing, where his boyhood was spent, and he was later 
graduated from the Benedictine Fathers’ College of St. 
Vincent, at Latrobe, Pennsylvania, then, looking forward 
to a professional life, he entered the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1883, when still only nineteen years of age. Dr. 
Ganster began his professional career as a druggist in 
the employ of hte late F. X. Wolf, of Reading, but 
his activities in this connection only led to his de- 
termination to reach upwards to the higher field of 
medicine. He accordingly took up his studies at the 
Long Island Medical College, in which institution he com- 
pleted his course, and from which he received his degre: 
of Doctor of Medicine. Opening his office on Sixth Avenue, 
in Brooklyn, he was active in practice in that city for 
nearly a quarter of a century, and in that time he rose to 
a largely successful and influential position. His practice 
extended throughout Kings and Queens counties, also in 
the greater part of Manhattan, and he became known as 
one of the leading physicians and surgeons of his day. 
Rarely devoted to his work, Dr. Ganster permitted nothing 
to interfere with it, and was tireless in his efforts for the 
patients who depended upon him. His zeal in his profes- 
sion was undoubtedly the cause of his final breakdown, for 
he was taken ill after a period of excessive overwork, and 
died shortly, at his home in Brooklyn. The passing of this 
brilliant and devoted man in the very zenith of his 
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powers, when it seemed that the world could least afford 
to spare him, was a sad blow to the profession, and to the 
many friends who held him in the loftiest esteem, his loss 
seemed irrevocable. He was so highly skilled in both 
medicine and surgery that he was widely sought in a con- 
sulting capacity by his leading cotemporaries. Among those 
who knew him best, the beauty and dignity of his spirit 
of service to all mankind were most genuinely appreciated, 
and his name will ever be an inspiration to lofty endeavor 
and unselfish activity. 

Dr. Ganster was affiliated with few branches of organ- 
‘ved endeavor except of a professional or religious nature. 
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus of Brook- 
lyn, New York, and was a very devout member of the 
Roman Catholic Church, attending the church of St. 
Francis Xavier during his residence in Brooklyn. He was 
a leading figure in the organizations of the church, and 
his influence for its progress was a strong and lasting 
force. He was a member of all the medical societies. Dr. 
Ganster’s body was brought to Reading and interred in the 
family plot in the Roman Catholic Cemetery. 

Dr. William Foster Ganster married, in Reading, Ella 
Wynn, who was born in Reading, and was a daughter o: 
Stephen and Mary (McGovern) Wynn. Dr. and Mrs. 
Ganster were the parents of two children: 1. Paul Vincent, 
who is a graduate of the local schools, and is connected 
with the Reading “Eagle”; he married Helen Slough, 
and they.are the parents of four children: Ella, William, 
Margaret, and Louise. 2. Florence Georgianna, who is 
the wife of Joseph S. Mitchell, an artist and decorator; 
they reside with Mrs. Ganster, in Reading. After 
the death of her husband, Mrs. Ganster returned to 
Reading and now makes her home at South Sixth Street. 
She is a member of St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church. 








IRVIN P. FESSLER—TIn contracting activities in 
the building realm, Irvin P. Fessler, or Reading, has 
attained marked eminence, and his usefulness is well ap- 
praised in the large success which has attended his efforts. 
With early experience in manufacturing activities and the 
ability of the natural executive, Mr. Fessler entered upon 
his present line of endeavor splendidly equipped for its 
responsibilities, and the people have found in his efforts 
a beneficial and constructive influence for good. Mr. 
Fessler is one of those practical and farsighted business 
executives, whose usefulness reaches widely, and’ he holds 
the esteem and confidence of all. The Fessler family has 
been identified with the progress of Berks County for 
many years, and Isaac and Catherine (Hide) Fessler, 
Mr. Fessler’s grandparents, were residents of Strausstown, 
in this county. 

John Fessler, son of these parents, was born near Strauss- 
town, August 9, 1844, and received a common school 
education. He was first employed in the immediate 
vicinity, but as a young man he enlisted for service in 
the Civil War, as a private of Company H, 15ist Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. This unit was assigned 
to the Army of the Potomac and he received a severe 
wound in the battle of Gettysburg in the first day’s 
engagement. He was honorably discharged for disability, 


but after he once more recovered his strength, he joined — 


the Engineers’ Corps, under Hood and Thomas, in the 
Tennessee campaign, where he served until the close of 
hostilities. John Fessler learned the trade of carpenter, 
and later becoming a resident of Womelsdorf, he established 
himself there in contracting and building and became a 
noteworthy figure in the community. He was a prominent 
Republican, although never an office-holder, and for a 
time he resided in Canton, Ohio, also in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, where the last years of his life were spent. John 
Fessler married, in Womelsdorf, Clara S. Feeg, who was 
born September 30, 1848, at the old Conrad Weiser home- 
stead, and was a daughter of Daniel and Rebecca (Foltz) 
Feeg, long honored residents of Heidelberg Township. 
and participated in the building of the old Union Canal. 
The Feeg family is also one of prominence in Berks Coun- 
ty, where it was established before the Revolution. Daniel 
Feeg, Mrs. Fessler’s father, was a tanner and contractor, 
He was also active in the pottery business. His father, 
John Feeg, was a shoemaker by trade, and a soldier of 
the War of 1812, also of the Mexican War. His mother, 
Catherine (Fisher) Feeg, was a member of another honored 
family of this section. The Foltz family is equally promi- 
nent in Berks County. John and Clara S. (Feeg) Fessler 
were the parents of the following children: 1. Elva, wife 
of George A. Kafroth, of Ephrata Township, in Lancaster 
County, their daughters: Minnie, wife of Harvey G. 


_Zwalley, of Philadelphia, and Ida E. 2. Frederick, who 


married Bessie White, of Indianapolis, Indiana, and re- 
moved to California; their children: Glenn, Alice and 
Theodore. 3. Minnie, who died at an early age. 4. Laura, 
whose death occurred February 24, 1892, and whose 
funeral was held on her nineteenth birthday. 5. Irvin P., 
of further mention. 6. Ada B., wife of William Halligan, 
of Ephrata; their children are: Ralph, Lowell Feeg, and 
Clair William. 7. Arthur J., who married Maud Miller, 
of Indianapolis, a grand-niece of Frances Slocum, whose 
abduction from Wilkes-Barre by the Indians was one of 
the sad events of pioneer times. The children of Arthur J. 
and Maud (Miller) Fessler are as follows: Myron John, 
Laura Frances, and Arman. 8. Robert V., a graduate of 
the University of Chicago. 

Irvin P. Fessler was born in Ephrata, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, January 10, 1875, and was educated in the 
local school. He worked for several years in a planing 
mill and taught school during the scholastic years of 1894 
and 1895 in Clay Township. Later, after becoming a 
resident of Reading, he served as instructor in a night 
school (1901). As a young man his parents removed to 
Indianapolis and he became at that time (1896) a resident 
of Reading. Here he identified himself with the firm of 
T. A. Wilson & Company, leading manufacturers of 
optical goods, at the corner of Second and Washington 
streets. Remaining with that firm until March 29, 1909, 
Mr. Fessler then established himself as a contractor and 
builder and from the beginning his venture was a success. 
He developed the interest largely and many of the fine 
residential structures and business buildings of Reading 
stand to his credit. He became a resident of West Read- 
ing in 1902 and throughout this region he has made his 
influence felt in the general progress and development. A 
Democrat by political affiliation, Mr. Fessler has long been 
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a worker in the ranks of the party and has served the 
borough of West Reading in various official capacities 
with efficiency and progressive spirit. Fraternally, Mr. 
Fessler is affiliated with Chandler Lodge, No. 227, Free 
and Accepted Masons, of Reading, and he is a prominent 
member of the Sons of Veterans. He attends the People’s 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Irvin P. Fessler married, September 4, 1902,° Nora 
Luella Trexler, who was born September 21, 1872.. Mrs. 
Fessler’s grandfather, Anthony Trexler, came to America. 
from Switzerland in his childhood with his parents. They 
settled in Lancaster County and he learned the saddler’s 
trade, which he followed until his early death. He married 
Louisa Marshall, and his death occurred during the his- 
toric cholera epidemic, when he contracted this disease. 
He left four small children: Elizabeth, later the wife of 
B. M. Root, of York, Pennsylvania; Emma, wife of Rev. 
A. L. Hurban; E. Marshall; and Minnie, wife of J. M. 
Allem, of Hiawatha, Kansas. E. Marshall Trexler married 
Margaret Ranck, daughter of David and Mary (Weid- 
man) Ranck, and both these names represent families 
which are among the oldest and most honored of this 
section. Irvin P. and Nora Luella (Trexler) Fessler are 
the parents of one son, John Trexler, born September 27, 
1908. 


OSCAR JAMES DEGLER—One of the largely 
successful contractors of Berks County, Pennsylvania, is 
Oscar James Degler, who has risen to his present promi- 
nence through his own energy and ability and commands 
the esteem and confidence of all. Mr. Degler is a thorough- 

ly practical man, gifted with a vision which sees and 

appreciates the artistic in building construction as well 
as the importance of substantial workmanship and excellent 
quality. His endeavors have contributed in no slight 
degree to the present wellbeing of the city. 

The Degler family is one of the leading families of 
Berks County, for several generations prominent in Rehers- 
burg, where John Degler, grandfather of Oscar J. Degler, 
was a largely successful carpenter in an earlier day. 

Frank L. Degler, his son, and father of Oscar J. Degler, 
was a lifelong resident of this county, and also became 
successful in the same general field of endeavor, learning 
his trade from his father and going forward with marked 
ability. His death at the comparatively early age of 
forty-eight years removed from this section an eminently 
useful and highly esteemed citizen, a leader in Democratic 
Party affairs, and a supporter of all that tends toward 
civic, State and National progress. Frank L. Degler mar- 
ried Ada Keeney, who still survives him, residing at No. 
1128 Green Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Oscar James Degler was born at Schubert, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, September 19, 1888. The family removing 
to Reading in his childhood, he received a broadly prac- 

tical education in the public schools of this city, and 
following the completion of his studies served a regular 
apprenticeship to the trade of carpenter under the direc- 
tion of his honored father. Working at his trade for 
several years in association with the Addison, Barry Com- 
pany, of Reading, he then, in 1915, established himself in 
business. He has since been broadly active as a contractor 
and builder, and his successful management has given him 
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a leading position in the construction world of Reading 
Supporting the Democratic Party in political affairs, al- 
though never an office seeker, Mr. Degler is fraternally 
affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the-Mystic Shrine; Reading Lodge, No. 155, 
Loyal Order of Moose; and Reading Lodge, No. 1861, Or- 
der of Owls. An influential member of the Reading Cham- 
ber of Commerce, he is also identified with the Contractors’ 
and Builders’ Exchange. He attends Zion’s Reformed 
Church. 

Oscar James Degler married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
December 21, 1911, Eva Schmehl, daughter of John and 
Anna (Evans) Schmehl, both parents now deceased, her 
father a bricklayer contractor during his active lifetime. 
Mr. and Mrs. Degler are the parents of one daughter, 
Irma May, born May 7, 1916, a student in the local 
public schools. 


WILLIAM JAMES IRWIN—A prominent figure 
in the business and civic progress of Reading for many 
years was William J. Irwin, whose usefulness in the com- 
munity was universally recognized and whose position 
as a successful man of affairs placed him among the leaders 
of civic progress. In his individual interest Mr. Irwin 
was a notably practical and well-balanced man, while 
in his seasoned judgment and wise administration of 
matters entrusted to his hands he revealed the force and 
power of a man of oustanding ability. 

The Irwin family has for several generations been 
prominent in this section, the pioneer of the family in 
this State having come to America in the eighteenth 
century, and first located near Charlestown, Maryland. 

Abner Irwin, son of the pioneer, was born in Charles- 
town, Maryland, and came to Pennsylvania after attain- 
ing his manhood, residing in Pottstown, where he died 
at the age of sixty years. He. married Elizabeth Benjamin, 
who was born in Maryland, and was a daughter of Joseph 
and Betsy (Winchester) Benjamin, of that State. The 
children of Abner and Elizabeth (Benjamin) Irwin were: 
William; Sarah; Absalom; Isaac B., of further mention; 
Anna Jane; Jesse; Francis; and Mary E. 

Isaac B. Irwin, the next in line, was born at Charles- 
town, Maryland, August 2, 1818, and his death occurred 
at Oxford, Pennsylvania, December 22, 1900. When only 
a lad he settled in Norristown, Pennsylvania, later removing 
to Pottstown, where tradition holds that he made the 
first sheet of iron manufactured there. He was a highly 
skilled manufacturer of sheet iron, and a worthy and up- 
right citizen. Isaac B. Irwin married Catharine Smith, 
daughter of James and Ann (Smith) Smith, of similar 
names but different families. Both were children of 
Irish parents, and of Protestant faith. Isaac B. and Cath- 
arine (Smith) Irwin were the parents of eight children: 
Annie E.; Mary W.; William J., of further mention; 
Catherine; Mahlon D.; Sarah; Cyrenius W.; and Fannie. 

William J. Irwin, third child and eldest son of this 
family, was born at Hibernia, Chester County, Pennsy!- 
vania, January 24, 1845. Educated principally in the 
schools of Norristown, he became identified with his 
father in the rolling mill, learning heating. He became 
highly skilled in this branch of iron production, and 
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when still a young man resided for a short time at Oxford, 
New Jersey, where he was occupied in similar pursuits. 
In 1866 Mr. Irwin came to Reading, where he was em- 
ployed for about one year in the McIlvaine plant. He 
was next identified with the Reading Hardware Company 
in their polishing department and also served the Rick 
Brothers in a similar capacity. Finding his health threat- 
ened by his arduous indoor activity, Mr. Irwin entered mer- 
cantile interests, driving a wagon through the country dis- 
tricts about Reading and selling notions for Samuel J. Jaeger. 
Industrial affairs, however, formed the realm in which 
Mr. Irwin was most congenially occupied and he was 
later active in the plating business, doing the work of 
such important firms as Orr, Painter & Company and 
other leading concerns. This interest he continued for 
about twenty years with large and ever-increasing success. 
Then desiring to retire without setting aside entirely the 
possibility of interesting occupation, he bought the old 
Jacob Bitting farm in Cumru Township, a place of about 
one hundred acres, which was in a fine state of cultiva- 
tion. Taking up his residence on this property in 1901, 
Mr. Irwin made many improvements on the place and 
developed a very profitable fruit and dairy business, 
following diversified and intensive farming to a great 
extent. Keeping in close touch with the most modern 
methods and always using modern and improved equip- 
ment, he made of this place a model farm, which won 
the admiration of the entire section. He built a beautiful 
Colonial residence on the most attractive building site of 
the farm, and this being on the outskirts of the city of 
Reading, it is one of the loveliest suburban places of this 
vicinity. Mr. Irwin was a Republican in his political 
convictions and long served on the School Board of 
Cumru Township. Winning the esteem and confidence 
of the people in his every relation and life. Fraternally 
he was affiliated with Lodge No. 62, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch Masons; 
and DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar. 

William J. Irwin married Elmira Rebecca Rhoads, 
daughter of Henry W. and Susan L. (Long) Rhoads, and 
they were the parents of the following children: 1. Ida 
M., wife of W. Bridegam, their children: LeRoy, Dorothy, 
and Grace. 2. Katie L., wife of Wesley Fisher, their 
children: Catherine, and Allen. 3. Harry B., who married 
Katie Sassamann, and has three children: William J., 
Harry, and Earl Thomas. 4. William, Jr., a biography 
of whom follows. 5. Joseph P., who married Celia 
Althouse. 6. Walter G., who married Bessie Prizer; their 
children: Walter J., Pearl, Arthur, and Mildred; 7. 
Florence, wife of Thomas Robertson; their child: Harold 
Irwin. 8. Jesse H. 9. Leona F. 10. George W. 

William J. Irwin, Sr., died November 25, 1917, and his 
wife’s death occurred April 3, 1917. 


WILLIAM IRWIN, JR., has for many years been 
2 prominent figure in the commercial life of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, and by close application to the business 
in hand, and by his energy, probity and ability, he has 
achieved success in two different lines of commercial 
endeavor. He is also a foremost member of that most 
ancient of all fraternities, the Masonic Order, and that 
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he has ever been “in search of further light” is conclusively 
proved by his many affiliations with the lodges and chap- 
ters of the higher degrees. 

William Irwin, Jr., was born at No. 420 Spruce Street, 
Reading, March 27, 1879, a son of William J. and Elmira 
Rebecca (Rhoads) Irwin (see preceding biography), the 
father having been a pioneer in the nickel-plating business 
and a well known farmer during his long and useful life. 
William Irwin, Jr., received his early education in five 
local public schools, located as follows: Carpenter and 
Chestnut, Fourth and Laurel, Seventh and Laurel, Carpen- 
ter and Chestnut, and Third and Franklin streets, of 
Reading. He then attended Yocum’s School and Kurtz 
House School, both of Cumru Township. 

Immediately following the completion of his schooling, 
Mr. Irwin embarked upon his business career by identify- 
ing himself in the retail meat business, in which he re- 
mained and was successful for a period of seventeen years. 
He then relinquished this field of endeavor in order to 
accept a ‘position with the Reading Merchants’ Ice Com- 
pany, Inc., with which well known concern he is still 
connected, discharging the duties of his office as secretary 
with his customary ability. 

Politically, Mr. Irwin is a consistent supporter of the 
Republican Party, but the exigencies of his business have 
kept him from aspiring to public office. Fraternally he is an 
active member of Reading Lodge, No. 62, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Reading Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; 
DeMolay Commandery; Knights Templar; Lodge of Per- 
fection, and Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He also holds membership in the 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon; the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, of Reading; Wyomissing Council, Royal 
Arcanum; the Travelers’ Protective Association; the Loyal 
Order of Moose; the North Eastern Republican League; 
the Mountain Springs Association; and the Eagle Moun- 
tain Home Association. He attends the Evangelical 
Church. 

William Irwin, Jr., married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
March 27, 190i, Clara Buck, a daughter of Frederick K. 
and Martha (Lapp) Buck, respected residents of that 
place. To William, Jr., and Clara (Buck) Irwin has been 
born one child, Willard James Irwin, April 17, 1909. The 
family residence is R. F. D., No. 1, Brookside, Reading. 


ERNEST JUDSON POOLE—Identified with in- 
dustrial progress of Berks County in a largely responsible 
capacity, Ernest Judson Poole, of Reading, is widely 
known, and among all his cotemporaries is esteemed alike 
for his large natural ability and his progressive spirit. 
He is contributing in a large degree and in a permanent 
way to the general progress and prosperity of this city 
and section, giving his unreserved attention to the welfare 
and development of the already great concern known as 
the Carpenter Steel Company. 

Mr. Poole is descended from noteworthy New Jersey 
stock, and is a son of Judson and Julia (Decker) Poole, 
his father a blacksmith and later a machinist, for many 
years master mechanic at the Cooper Hewitt mines, 
located at Sterling, New York. Later in life he returned 


: to his trade of blacksmith, which he practiced in Pater- 
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son, New Jersey. The Decker and Poole names were 
identified for many years with mining, and steel and iron 
interests, and they were the owners of some iron ore 
mines in the State of New Jersey, which are still in the 
possession of the family, this property having been in 
the family ever since it was first received by Mr. Poole’s 
fore-parents as a soldier’s grant shortly after the close of 
the Revolutionary War. Judson and Julia (Decker) 
Poole were the parents of three sons and four daughters: 
Charles, who died at the age of three; George M., who 
served for many years in the United States Navy, and 
was stationed in China; Ernest Judson, of further men- 
tion; Myrtle; Annie; Leah, deceased; and Lillian, a 
resident of New Jersey. 

Ernest Judson Poole was born in Butler, New Jersey, 
July 16, 1873. Attending first the country schools of 
Passaic County, New Jersey, he later was graduated from 
the grammar, also the Commercial High School, both 
night schools of Jersey City, New Jersey, also the Night 
Technical School. He completed his education with a 
course in the International Correspondence School in 
Mechanical Engineering. Before securing his technical 
knowledge, Mr. Poole had learned the blacksmith’s trade 
with his father, later also mastering the trades of mach- 
inist, pipe fitting and lead burning, as well as a working 
knowledge of the electrical business. Early in 1890 he 
entered the employ of the Spalding & Jennings Steel 
Company of Jersey City, New Jersey, in a minor capacity, 
later becoming master mechanic of this plant. This con- 
cern was absorbed by the Steel Trust in 1900, and in 
1904 Mr. Poole became a resident of Reading, where he 
entered the employ of the Carpenter Steel Company. 
First serving as assistant superintendent, he was later 


promoted to superintendent, and eventually to general . 


superintendent of the entire works, becoming a director 
of the company in 1918. This concern’s principal product 
for many years has been high grade tool and alloy steels. 
Since the development of the automobile, the Carpenter 
Steel Works has produced parts for motor cars in great 
quantity, and during the World War period was working 
100% on war material. This is recognized as one of the 
most important industrial organizations of Reading, and 
Mr. Poole’s position as its production head gives his 
work large importance. He is popular in the organization 
among the employees as well as his associates in the firm, 
and is considered one of the able and honored figures in 
industrial progress today. His business affiliations include 
also a directorship in the Reading Industrial Loan and 
Thrift Company. 

In public affairs Mr. Poole has always supported the 
Republican Party, although never an aspirant for office. 
During the Spanish-American War, he served in the 
United States Navy on the auxiliary cruiser “Badger” 
which was manned by the New Jersey Naval Reserves. 
During the World War he was a member of the State 
Council of National Defence, also of the Returned Sol- 
diers Reception Committee, the Reading Citizens Patriotic 
Committee, the Americanization Committee, the American 
Protective League, of which he was captain, the Liberty 
Loan and Red Cross Campaign Committee, the State and 
Community Labor Service Committee, and the Influenza 
Emergency Fund Committee. Mr. Poole’s fraternal con- 
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nections include membership with the Masonic Order, being 
affiliated with the Lodge, Consistory and Shrine, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in which he 
has served in all offices, having held the chair of Exalted 
Ruler during the year 1917-1918, also the Foresters of 
America, where he has held all offices, being elected to 
Chief Ranger on two or three different occasions. He 
is further a member of the Wyomissing Club, the Read- 
ing Country. Club, and the Old Colony Club of New 
York City. His religious connection is with the Baptist 
Church. Mr. Poole was married the second time on 
February 8, 1913, to Emma E. Gottshall, daughter of 
John and Emma (Rapp) Gottshall. He is the father 
of three children by a former marriage, namely: 1. Lillian 
May, born June 5, 1892. 2. Florence Lea, born June 10, 
1895. 3. Ernest J., Jr., born August 11, 1897, a grad- 
uate of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, 
class of 1921. 

Mr. Poole has served as a member of the advisory board 
in the preparation of this history, and acted as editor- 
in-chief of “The History of the Industries of Berks Coun- 
ty,” which forms a part of this work. 





ROBERT MURRAY HARBSTER—In the indus- 
trial world of Berks County, Robert Murray Harbster 
holds a broadly prominent position, his long experience 
in hardware manufacture placing him among the leaders 
of industrial advance in this State. Mr. Harbster is a 
practical efficient executive, alert to every phase of the 
reponsibilities placed in his hands, interested in the welfare 
of the individuals who are active in his employ as well 
as in the march of events, and he is considered one of the 
foremost citizens of Reading. He is a grandson of Mat- 
than M. Harbster, who began life without influential friends 
or special advantages in Reading. His father, John E. 
Harbster, identified himself with the Reading Hardware 
Company, and step by step rose. through the different 
grades of responsibility until in 1904 he was elected presi- 
dent of this great concern, which employs several thousand 
people. The mother, Sarah Louisa (Brubaker) Harbster, 
is a daughter of Solomon Brubaker, for many years prom- 
inent in milling and lumber interests in this section. 

Robert Murray Harbster was born at the family home 
at the corner of Fifth and Laurel streets in Reading, 
October 5, 1888. His education was begun in the public 
schools of his birthplace, and he later attended the Law- 
renceville School at Lawrenceville, New Jersey. In 1905 
he became superintendent of the Keystone Hardware Com- 
pany, located on the corner of Third and Buttonwocd 
streets, in Reading, and two years later accepted the 
position of division superintendent of the Reading Hard- 
ware Company. For four years active in this position, 
Mr. Harbster, in association with George B. Harbster, 
engaged in the manufacture of awning pulleys and a 
variety of miscellaneous hardware. This enterprise pros- 
pered definitely and the partners carried it forward for 
two years, then, in 1913, Mr. Harbster withdrew to accept 
the position of superintendent of the Chantrell Hardware 
and Tool Company, which is loeated in the Fighteenth 
Ward of Reading. Mr. Harbster has since remained with 
this concern without interruption and is the secretary and 
a director of the company. His activity in this connection 
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has led to his extensive interest in the industrial housing 
problem and he has built fifty homes in the Eighteenth 
Ward of Reading. He has now for some years been identi- 
fied with the Eighteenth Ward Building and Loan Associa- 
tion, of which he is president, and he has done much for 
the advance of this organization. Mr. Harbster is a di- 
rector of the Reading Liberty Bank, which is situated at 
the corner of Sixth and Court streets, in Reading, and in 
every phase of commercial, financial and general advance he 
lends his influence to all worthy effort. A member of the 
Reading Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Harbster is fra- 
ternally affiliated with. the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and his clubs are the Wyomissing and the 
Lions. He attends Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Robert Murray Harbster married, on December 31, 
1909, Zenobia Walters, daughter of Reuben H. and Anna 
(Radcliffe) Walters, and they reside at No. 201 Upland 
Avenue. 


EDWIN MILTON BINGAMAN, M.D., was born 
at Leinbach’s Post Office, Bern Township, Berks County, 
son of John and Isabella (Eyrich) Bingaman, his father 
having served in the Union Army in the Civil War in 
Company D, One Hundred and Sixty-seventh Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Militia. Dr. Bingaman spent his youth on 
the home farm and obtained his general education in 
Stewart Academy, Carroll Institute, and business college, 
then proceeding, after teaching school from 1888 to 1892, 
to the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, whence he 
was graduated in 1895. Dr. Bingaman’s professional as- 
sociations have included the office of physician-in-chief 
to the Berks County Home Hospital, and he has been 
identified with the Lehigh County Medical Society, of 
which he was president, and the State Medical Society. 

He was one of the organizers of the People’s Trust Com- 
pany, of Wyomissing, serving as a director until his resig- 
nation, April 1, 1916, and as a Democrat has filled the 
office of school director and was a delegate to the Demo- 
cratic State Convention from Lehigh County. His fra- 
ternal affiliations are numerous and include Perkiomen 
Lodge, No. 595, Free and Accepted Masons; Reading 
Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch Masons; DeMolay Com- 
mandery, No. 9, Knights Templar, and Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Old 
Zionsville Lodge, No. 1077, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; Vera Cruz Castle, No. 449, Knights of the Golden 
Eagle; and the Patriotic Order Sons of America. In these 
societies he has held numerous offices and he has also other 
social connections. He is a member of the Reformed 
Church. 

Dr. Bingaman married (first) at Hamburg, November 
8, 1890, Alice Minerva Feather, daughter of Jacob and 
Lovina (Fisher) Feather; (second) at Reading, February 
22, 1921, Dolores Beata Juanel, daughter of Ricardo and 
Jessie (Hay) Juanel. There were two children of his first 
marriage: 1. Lula Alice, born April 9, 1891. 2. Blanche 
Lovina Isabella, born June 19, 1893. 


EDWARD T. SEIFRIT—Contracting activities of 
considerable importance have commanded the attention of 
Edward T. Seifrit, of Reading, for the past eighteen years, 


and in this general realm he has risen to large and per- 
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manent importance. Mr. Seifrit is an eminently practical 
man, and in his sincere spirit and useful activities the 
people of Reading are receiving great benefit. Mr. Scifrit, 
is a son of Jared B. and Emma S. (Tobias) Seifrit, his 
father for many years a farmer of Bern Township, who 
died at the age of fifty-six years. The mother died at 
the age of fifty-seven years. 

Edward T. Scifrit was born in Bern Township, Janu- 
ary 22, 1880. Receiving a practical education in the 
local schools, he was reared on the farm of his father and 
was active on the home place along agricultural lines until 
he was twenty years of age. Then coming to Reading, 
Mr. Seifrit apprenticed himself to William Shaffer, a 
leading carpenter of that day. Mastering this trade, Mr. 
Seifrit devoted about six years to his apprenticeship and 
work as a journey man, then engaged in business for him- 
self as a contractor. He has devoted his attention to the 
highest class of activity in this general field and _ his 
usefulness is not only that of the skilled workman, but 
of the man of vision and ideals who sees in every oppor- 
tunity its greatest possibilities and is capable of going 
forward along the most constructive lines. Mr. Seifrit 
has built many fine residences and other structures in this 
general region and commands the esteem and confidence 
of all. Politically he supports the Democratic Party, 
although never interested in public honors. Fraternally 
he holds membership in the Improved Order of Red Men, 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle, the Loyal Order of 
Moose, Reading Sick and Benefit Association, North- 
western Beneficial Association, and the Associates of Read- 
ing. His leisure interests take him to the outdoor world, 
and he has long been a member of Berks Rod and Gun 
Club. He attends the Bern Reformed Church, and resides 
at No. 359 North Front Street, Reading. 


WILLIAM J. REDDY—Among the progressive and 
outstanding young men of the day in Berks County, 
William J. Reddy is a thoroughly representative figure, 
and in his present activity as a manufacturer of pretzels 
he is making a definite and useful contribution to the 
health and welfare of the people. A veteran of the World 
War and interested in every phase of present-day advance, 
Mr. Reddy is a thoroughly estimable and progressive 
young man. He is a son of Alfred and Kathryn (O'Neil) 
Reddy, his father one of the best known engineers on 
the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad. 

William J. Reddy was born in Reading, August 9, 1892. 
Receiving his education in the local public schools, he 
served an apprenticeship at the trade of pretzel baking 
and mastered its details thoroughly. He has now been 
active in this general line of endeavor for sixteen years, 
and in 1924 established his own interests, opening a bakery 
in an independent way at Nos. 309 and 311 South 
Eleventh Street, Reading. His time is largely engaged by 
his business activities, which are steadily growing in im- 
portance, but in political affairs he supports the Demo- 
cratic Party, although never thus active except as a pro- 
gressive citizen. On December 12, 1917, Mr. Reddy 
enlisted for service in the World War in the aviation 
branch of the United States Army. Active for one year 
and two weeks, he then received his honorable discharge 
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and is now a well known member of the local post of 
the American Legion. He is also a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, and of St. Margaret’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 

William J. Reddy married, in Reading, on June 1, 
1920, Margaret B. Elbert, daughter of Edward and Rose 
(Riegar) Elbert. .Mr. and Mrs. Reddy are the parents 
of two sons: Richard; and William J., Jr. 


EMIL OSCAR SCHULZE—The work of Emil © 


Schulze, of Reading, has to do with one of the most 
important industrial realms and, as well, one of the oldest, 
for the textile industry dates back before the dawn of 
history. as does also the dyeing of fabrics. As 
president of the Schulze Dyeing Company, Mr. Schulze 
holds a prominent position in present-day advance in 
Berks County. A competent and able business executive, 
alert to the movement of the times in general affairs, as 
well as in his particular field, Mr. Shulze has won a 
widely important position in local business affairs and is 
recognized as a leader. He is a son of Valentine and 
Ernestine Schulze, both natives of Germany. 

Emil Oscar Schulze was born in Germany, July 24, 1877. 
His education was received in the public schools of his 
native land, and as a young man he mastered the trade 
of dyer. Upon coming to Reading, he established his 
present interest here and has developed a very extensive 
and profitable trade. He has been active in an independ- 
ent way in the field of dyeing for fully thirty years, and 
especially during recent times, when imported dyestuffs 
have been impossible to procure, his work has assumed 
large importance. He is acknowledged as one of the 
successful and outstanding men of the day in Reading 
and commands the esteem and confidence of all. His 
religious affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. 

Emil Oscar Schulze married, in March, 1900, Gertrude 
Ebling, of Reading, and they are the parents of nine 
children: Gertrude, William, Emil, Mary, Clara, Albert, 
Evelyn, Helen, and Robert. The family residence is at 
No. 256 West Douglas Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM A. HEIZMANN—tThe name Heizmann 
is found to have a distinguished ancestry, tracing to Ger- 
man antecedents, and the family of this name in Berk’s 
County, of which William A. Heizmann is a representative 
member, has been distinguished and prominent for many 
generations. As treasurer and sales manager of the Penn 
Hardware Company, he is doing an able work and main- 
taining the high standards of the various representatives 
of the family who have developed and carried on this 
enterprising business from the beginning. 

William A. Heizmann is a son of Albert Aloysius and 
Jane (May) Heizmann. Albert Aloysius Heizmann was 
born in Reading, September 11, 1848, and died June 14, 
1909. He was educated in private schools of Reading, 
St. Mary’s College, Wilmington, Delaware, and at the 
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana, from 
which he graduated in 1865. After graduation he en- 
tered in business with his brother, Charles Raymond 
Heizmann, who was a jeweler and importer of musical 
instruments, with store at the corner of Sixth and Penn 
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streets, Reading. In 1870 he became an equal partner 
in the business, and in 1877 they established the Penn 
Hardware Works, for the manufacture of builders’ hard- 
ware. This new enterprise needed their whole attention, 
so in 1879 they disposed of their former business and 
infused their very best into the new undertaking. This 
was incorporated as the Penn Hardware Company in 1896, 
and Albert A. Heizmann was elected treasurer. This 
business has continued to prosper from the . beginning 
and to-day is one of the leading industrial enterprises 
in Reading. 

William A. Heizmann, who in his turn has become con- 
nected with this great enterprise, was born in Reading, 
September 15, 1882, and received his education in the 
private and public schools of the city, graduating from 
the high school with honors in 1900. He then entered 
Harvard University, where he again showed ability by 
winning the Harvard College Honorary Scholarship, and 
in three years won his bachelor of Arts degree, graduat- 
ing in 1904, 

From college he returned to his native city and entered 
the business of his father, the Penn Hardware Company, 
where he was placed in charge of the foundry department. 
He remained in this position only a short time, rising 
rapidly from one department to another as he mastered 
the details of each. In a short time he was holding the 
title of assistant treasurer and then in 1905 he was ap- 
pointed treasurer, and has filled this office ably and well. 
Added to these duties he has been given charge of the 
sales department, which reflects credit upon his ability. 

Mr. Heizmann is a prominent and enterprising citizen of 
Reading, and a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church. 
Socially he is a member of the Berkshire Country Club, 
and holds the office of secretary of the Harvard Club, of 
Reading. 

William A. Heizmann married, on October 3, 1906, 
Ada Lotz Leinbach, daughter of A. Ellsworth and Marvy 
A. (Lotz) Leinbach, both members of prominent Berks 
County families. To this marriage was born one daughter, 
Anne Leinbach, born September 9, 1907. The family 
residence is at No. 202 Windsor Street. 


WILLIAM E. FISHER—Descended from a worthy 
line of ancestors for several generations identified with 
American progress, William E. Fisher stands among the 
broadly noteworthy professional men of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, his affiliation with industrial and fraternal 
advance broadening his usefulness in the community and 
county and giving his name significance to the general 
progress. Mr. Fisher is a native of Berks County and has 
devoted his entire career to professional activities within 
this county. The Fisher family of German origin, Mr. 
Fisher’s immigrant ancestor coming to America about the 
middle of the eighteenth century. The family was founded 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, and has held prominence 
in this section since. 

John Fisher, Mr. Fisher’s great-grandfather, was active 
as a boatman on the Schuylkill and Union canals and 
was a man of high integrity, honored and esteemed in 
the community. He served in the American Army during 
the War of 1812 and saw action in the battle of Baltimore, 


SB Pa iil rk NSN eM OA ASN ne nea biel Sa sha tebe . bye Aes ‘oSteiy son wear FPL Aah ape Sy aleivenh’ t » . Pepa er eer : Pt akg geass 42 
2 esti 4 SAR i Ml a RR Sb i iN aaa SA Als NaN LELED IO WR Be a Ra Re el 


Sl ATS, a Tana AN Da FL din He re ibd tal tK Bp aac: 


i 











BIOGRAPHICAL 


which occurred in August, 1814, Filling a useful and 
honored part in the progress of his day, John Fisher died, 
leaving four sons and one daughter. er 

Daniel Fisher, a son of John Fisher, was also a man of 
prominence, esteemed by ali who knew him. He followed 
in his father’s footsteps in his choice of an occupation 
and was active in boating until his mature years, but 
with the introduction of the railroad he discontinued this 
work and was engaged in farming until his death. He 
married Sarah Gruber, daughter of John Adam Gruber, 
of Heidelberg Township, and they were the parents of 
two sons: John W., of further mention; and Albert A.,, 
born June 4, 1852. 

John W. Fisher, son of Daniel Fisher and father of 
William E. Fisher, whose name entitles this review, was 
born November 9, 1844. His early life was spent on 
the farm, and he attended Freeland Seminary, since known 
as Ursinus College, at Collegeville, Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. When only seventeen years of age he began 
teaching school, his first certificate received from John S. 
Ermentrout, then superintendent of schools in Berks 
County. John W. Fisher taught school for twenty-five 
years, for one term in Center Township, and during the 
entire remaining period in the schools of North Heidel- 
berg. He was also for many years prominent in public 
affairs, serving as justice of the peace in the township 
of North Heidelberg for ten successive terms, or until 
his removal from that community in 1907. John W. 
Fisher married, in 1864, Ellen M. Lamm, youngest 
daughter of the late Benjamin Lamm, who was a son 
of John Lamm, and a prominent agriculturist of North 
Heidelberg Township. The mother, Lydia Ruth, was a 
daughter of Frederick Ruth, of Lower Heidelberg Town- 
ship. Mrs. Fisher had four brothers and three sisters. 
John W. and Ellen M. (Lamm) Fisher were the parents 
of twelve children: 1. Adelaide E., who died March 25, 
1881, at the age of sixteen years. 2. Lillie A., who became 
the wife of Nelson Brossman, of North Heidelberg Town- 
ship. 3. Emma V., who became the wife of Henry G. 
Stump, of Heidelberg Township. 4. Sallie L., who became 
the wife of Michael A. Fox, of Jefferson Township. 5. 
Heela M., who died August 11, 1878, at the age of six 
years. 6. Ellen Nora, at home. 7. Diana R., who became 
the wife of William Alvin Christman, of Womelsdorf. 
8. William E., of whom further. 9. John C., a clergyman 
of the Lutheran Church of Germantown, Philadelphia. 
10. Cora C., who became the wife of Lloyd K. Minnich, 
of Robesonia. 11. Anna G., who became the wife of 
Howard E. Brown, of Robesonia. 12. F. May, who be- 
came the wife of Herbert C. Schell, of Oley. 

William E. Fisher, eighth child and elder son of 
John W. and Ellen M. (Lamm) Fisher, was born at the 
family home in North Heidelberg Township, July 11, 
1878. As a young lad he attended the nearby schools, and 
possessing health and strength he bore the part of an 
assistant on the farm. When fifteen years of age he 
attended the Bernville Grammar School, only, however, for 
a period of five months. When still scarcely more than 
a lad, at the age of sixteen years he passed the teacher’s 
examination under County Superintendent William M. 
Zechman, of Berks County, and taught Lengels’ school, 
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in North Heidelberg Township, during the scholastic years 
of 1894 and 1895. By this means Mr. Fisher partly. met 


the cost of his further education, and entering the Key- 
stone State Normal School, at Kutztown, covered the 
course at that institution during the intervals of teach- 
ing. Meanwhile, Mr. Fisher taught at the Forge School 
in North Heidelberg Township (1895 and 1896), then 
in the spring of 1897 was graduated from normal school. 
His ambition, however, was not yet satisfied, He con- 
tinued study under private instruction for a time, Latin 
and mathematics being the special work to which he 
devoted this period, then on November 6, 1897, he passed 
preliminary examinations and registered in the offices of 
Ermentrout & Ruhl, as a student at law, his preceptor, 


Christian H. Ruhl, a leading figure in the profession in | 


his day. Still continuing his endeavors as a teacher dur- 
ing the winters of 1897 and 1898 at Newmanstown, Le- 
banon County, Pennsylvania, and in 1898 and 1899 at 
Robesonia, while engaged in the study of law, Mr. Fisher 
was admitted to the bar of Berks County, November 120 
1900. He opened offices at once at No. 38 North Sixth 
Street, later removing, on March 25, 1908, to his present 
location at No. 541 Court Street. His honored preceptor, 
Mr. Ruhl, made the motion on November 11, 1902, which 
admitted Mr. Fisher to the Superior Court of Penn- 
Sylvania, and only a short time later, January 5, 1903, 
he was admitted to the Supreme Court of the State of 
Pennsylvania on motion of William Kerper Stevens, later 
judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Berks County. 
Mr. Fisher’s practice has been largely in’ the Orphans’ 
Court of Berks County, his work in the settlement of 
estates having won him wide fame. 


world of Berks County in the contracting and building 
business, this interest being entirely outside of his pro- 
fessional affairs. He has erected several hundred houses 


in the city of Reading and has done much for the growth - 


and progress of the community, thereby encouraging the 
ownership of homes among the working people. 

A Democrat in political affairs, Mr. Fisher has borne 
an active part in political advance, but except in line 
with his professional interests, never in an official capacity. 
During the year 1902 he served as solicitor for the direc- 


tors of the poor in Berks County. Fraternally he is } 


affliated with St. John’s Lodge, No. 435, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237 Royal Arch 
Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 42, Knights Templar; 
Reading Lodge of Perfection, and Philadelphia Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Progressive 
Lodge, No. 470, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of 
Reading Pennsylvania. His religious connection is with 
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Reading, of 
which he has been a vestryman since Easter Sunday of 
the year 1900. 

William E. Fisher married, in 1896, Minnie Ellen Moyer, 
daughter of John E. Moyer, a prominent farmer of 
Robesonia, Berks County, Pennsylvania, now retired. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher have two children: Earl Eugene, and 
Mildred May, and the tamily home is at No. 145 West 
Douglas Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


Since October 1, ; 
1904, Mr. Fisher has been identified with the industrial / 
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FRANK ALBERT GRING—Prominently identi- 
fied with foundry activities in this part of Pennsyl- 
vania, Frank Albert .Gring, of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
holds a noteworthy postion in present-day advance, and 
his work jis counting definitely for the well-being and 
prosperity of the people. With valuable experience in 
other lines of endeavor, and the natural ability which gives 
his efforts marked significance to the people, Mr. Gring 
is acknowledged a worthy and substantial business execu- 
tive, whose usefulness has been amply proved and whose 
forward-looking spirit carries him to ever greater im- 
portance. He is a son of Aaron Potteiger and Anna 
(Moyer) Gring, these names also representing noted and 
distinguished families of this section. Aaron P. Gring 
was a shoemaker by occupation, and a veteran of the 
Civil War, having served as a member of Company F, 
2nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, from his enlistment 
on March 3, 1865, until August of the same year. He was 
not accepted earlier in the course of hostilities on account 
of his extreme youth. 


Frank Albert Gring was born in Reading, June 25, 1871. - 


He received a practical education in the local public 
schools, and at the age of eleven years entered the em- 
ploy of the Wertz Bakery, where he remained for about 
three years. He then accepted a position with the Read- 
ing Hardware Company and for twenty-three years was 
active in their employ. At the time of his resignation he 
held the position of foreman oi the door check depart- 
roent. His next interest was in 1908, the founding of the 
Franklin Brass Foundry Company, which was incorporated 
in 1910, and the concern has offices and plant at Pear and 
Richmond streets, Reading. .Mr. Gring became president 
of this organization, also general manager, and has filled 
these responsible offices until the present time. Under his 
leadership the business has developed very extensively, and 
comprises one of the thriving and growing concerns of 
Reading. Mr. Gring is a loyal Democrat in political 
affairs, but has never thus far accepted public responsibil- 
ity. He has served the people as a member of Schuylkill 
Fire Company No. 12, and is a member of Kissinger’s Re- 
formed Church, of Spring Township. 

Frank Albert Gring married, October 6, 1894, in Read- 
ing, Clara Hanna Steubner, daughter of Wilhelm and 


Augusta Steubner. Mr. and Mrs. Gring are the parents 
of four children: 1. George Aaron, a biography of whom 
follows. 2. Gertrude R., born April 17, 1899. 3. Kathryn 
M. L., born August 25, 1904. 4. Frank C., born December 
15, 1906. The family residence is at No. 325 West Green- 
wich Street, Reading. 


GEORGE AARON GRING, who was born in 
Reading, June 4, 1896, is a son of Frank Albert and Clara 
H. (Steubner) Gring, (see preceding biography), and is 
identified with his father in the Franklin Brass Foundry 
Company, Inc. His education was begun in the local 
public schools and he spent three years in night school, 
while also active in business affairs. His natural ability 
and practical outlook upon life have carried him to a 
position of importance in the local world of industry, and 
he has been secretary of the Franklin Brass Foundry Com- 
pany, Inc., since 1919. He has been identified with this 


‘ 
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concern since the age of fourteen years, and has been con- 
tinuously active with its progress since, with the sole 
exception of his military service. His participation in the 
endeavors of the concern constitutes a force for its ever 
wider usefulness, and he is considered one of the pro- 
gressive and outstanding young men of the day in Read- 
ing. Mr. Gring’s military service began with his enlist- 
ment in Company I, 4th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry, 
with the rank of corporal, in 1914. He served on the 
Mexican Border in 1916 and 1917 and was promoted to 
the rank of sergeant. With the opening of hostilities with 
Germany, Mr. Gring was transferred to Company D, 150th 
Machine Gun Battalion, 42nd Division, American Expe- 
ditionary Forces. Serving with this unit until 1919, Ser- 
geant Gring was gassed at the second battle of the Marne, 
and shortly after his return to America, received his hon- 
orable discharge for total disability at Oteen, North Car- 
olina, July 13, 1919. After some months of recuperation 
and rest, Mr. Gring was able once more to resume the 
interests of civilian life, and took up the duties of secretary 
of the above corporation. He is a charter member of 
Gregg Post, No. 12, American Legion, and is Past President 
of Camp No. 689, Patriotic Order Sons of America. He 
is further a member of the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion and the Berks County Rod and Gun Club. His 
religious affiliation is with St. Mark’s Reformed Church. 

George Aaron Gring was married, June 12, 1920, at Ham- 
burg, Pennsylvania, by Rev. R. S. Appel, to Amy Irene 
Snyder, daughter of George R. and Emma B. (Muth) 
Snyder. Mr. and Mrs. Gring are the parents of one 
daughter: Amy Kathryn, born October 30, 1921. The fam- 
ily residence is at No. 1112 North Front Street, Reading. 


DAVID J. HILL—A leading real estate executive of 
West Lawn, a borough in Berks County, is David J. 
Hill, whose activities are contributing in a large measure 
to the development and growth of this charming suburb 
of Reading and whose attitude towards advance is that 
of the forward-looking man-of-affairs. In civic endeavor, 
in fraternal activity, and in church work, as well as in 
his important business realm, Mr. Hill gives to the pro- 
gress of the times his cordial endorsement and earnest 
cooperation, and is numbered among the thoroughly 
representative and universally honored citizens of Berks 
County. He is a son of David and Mary Hill, his father 
identified with the coal mines until his retirement, five 
years before his death. 

David J. Hill was born in Danville, Montour County, 
Pennsylvania, October 11, 1859. His educational advan- 
tages were limited to his attendance in the public schools, 
and as a lad he began life in the coal mines. He was such 
a man, however, as would not be held down to an occupa- 
tion of drudgery, and through his own energy and initi- 
ative he acquired sufficient means to establish himself in 
the grocery business. This he later sold and then entered 
the real estate business as a salesman, and was one of 
the first to sell Wyomissing property when it was put on 
the market. He moved out on William Penn Highway 
on October 1, 1897, where he lived for a year, then opened 
the first auction house in Reading. This was located at 
No. 748 Penn Street, and with that central location for 
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a basis of operations Mr. Hill became extensively active 
in auction work. The field of endeavor being naturally 
more or less fluctuating, he also allied himself with insur- 
ance progress, and has now for more than a quarter of a 
century sold building and loan shares and insurance. His 
introduction into the real estate field was the original 
purchase ‘of a large number of properties for manufacturers 
of Reading, Pennsylvania. This special achievement opened 
to him a wide realm of useful activity, and in May, 1923, 
he purchased his home at West Lawn Borough, Berks 
County; where he maintains a largely prosperous real 
estate office. He has done much to bring together at- 
tractive properties and progressive citizens of this borough, 
and his constructive endeavors count largely for the local 
prosperity. He is interested in public affairs only in a 
local way, but is a loyal supporter of the Republican 
Party and at present (1924) a member of the Republican 
Borough Committee. He holds membership in the Holy 
Cross Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church on North 
Fifth Street, near Buttonwood Street, Reading. 

David J. Hill married, in Hazleton, Pennsylvania, May 
30, 1881, Mary F. Griswold, daughter of Morgan and 
Mary Ann Griswold, and they are the parents of two 
daughters: Carrie M., born May 2, 1884; and Vesta V., 
born June 20, 1887. 





ALBERT ALFRED AAL—The life of Albert 
Alfred Aal was one of worthy and useful activity 
along commercial lines of advance and his decade of 
afhliation with the interests of the city of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, gave him large prominence in the State 
of Pennsylvania. Mr. Aal was a forceful and efficient 
business executive, a leader in many branches of 
community and organized endeavor, but pre-eminent- 
ly, was a broad-minded, generous-spirited man of 
lofty ideals, gifted in a marked degree with the cap- 
acity of self-expression. Whatever thought or plan 
formulated itself in his mind and appealed to him as 
worthy and useful, he was able to make it of the 
broadest significance to his fellowmen for his gift of 
persuasive speech enabled him at all times to reach 
the hearts of his associates or listeners and enlist their 
sympathies and codperation in any cause or move- 
ment toward which he bent his energies. His abso- 
lute sincerity of spirit and modesty of attitude, gave 
all the most cordial sense of appreciation of this man 
among men, and although he was so influential a fig- 
ure in the progress of his day, it was the cause not the 
man that was the outstanding feature of his every 
endeavor. A native of England, Mr. Aal was a mem- 
ber of a distinguished family for several generations 
in that country and a son of Bernard and Jeannette 
(Nachshoe) Aal, who came to this country in the 
early seventies and were residents of Chicago until 
their death. 

Albert Alfred Aal was born in London, England, 
July 15, 1853, and died August 31, 1918. His edu- 
cation was begun in the national schools of his 
native country, which he attended until the age of 
fifteen years. Following the coming of the family 


to America, Mr, Aal attended a New York college for 


a time but his natural gift of expression led him to 
join the theatrical world in early life and he became 
a member of a minstrel troupe. Following this line 
of endeavor for a number of years he was connected 
during the greater part of the time with the Liver- 
more Troupe, also Jack Haverly and the Dockstaders. 
He numbered among his friends hosts of the lead- 
ing and most:-noted theatrical people, both in drama 
and music. In his European engagement with the 
Livermore Company, he was known as Alf Bernard. 
He sang and played before the Queen of England. 
While thus engaged as minstrel, he crossed the Atlan- 
tic twelve times. At the age of twenty-seven years, 
Mr. Aal definitely retired from the stage and establish- 
ing himself with J. P. Becker, at No. 515 Olive Street, 
Saint Louis, Missouri, entered the mercantile line of 
ladies’ ready-to-wear apparel. He continued along this 
line of endeavor for twenty-seven years, then early 
in the year 1909, came to Reading. Here he estab- 
lished an interest of the same general nature, at No. 
508 Penn Street and his success in the western city 
was duplicated here. With the passing of the years 
and the inevitable changes in conditions, the interest 
gradually was transferred to a millinery establishment 
and during the last few years of his life he devoted 


his attention entirely to this branch of merchandising... 


Mr. Aal was considered one of the largely successful 
and outstanding merchants of Reading and his genial 
spirit made his emporium a center of attraction for the 
most exclusive and exacting trade. He was one of 
the organizers of the Reading Chamber of Com- 
merce, and in all that pertained to the local advance 
bore a worthy and constructive part. Mr. Aal was the 
more widely sought in every branch of organized 
endeavor and on every public or social occasion be- 
cause of his brilliant gifts as an after-dinner speaker 
or in public speaking of any nature. His well modu- 
lated voice, his talent in the use of simile and allusion 
and his mastery of the theory of climax gave him 
absolute command of his audience and he swayed their 
thoughts and emotions, holding their attention seem- 
ingly without effort. Mr. Aal’s high ideals and lotty 
conception of life made him an unfailing supporter 
of every worthy movement and a scathing denunci- 
ator of wrong in every guise. Accordingly he was 
sought for patriotic and inspirational addresses as 
well as for the social and urbane amenities. Mr. Aal 
frequently made addresses of a political nature, always 
supporting the most worthy candidate or cause, but 
beyond efforts of this nature has never accepted 
political responsibility. When Roosevelt was cam- 
paigning against Taft, he spoke in Reading. The 
crowd extended as far as Mr. Aal’s business house. 
When Roosevelt finished, he said “Good-bye all 
(Aal).” A smile spread over the crowd. Mr. Aal 
said “that’s me, good-bye, Teddy.” His interest in 
music was as deep and sincere as in oratory and he 
was one of the organizers of the Reading Symphony 
Orchestra. Fraternally, Mr. Aal was identified with 
the various bodies of the Masonic Order, including 
the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Royal Arcanum; 
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and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He was a well known figure in the Wyomissing Club 
and was also affiliated with several clubs in Saint 
Louis.. At St. Louis, while Mr. Aal lived there, he 
was a great athlete. He won the Republic challenge 
medal for amateur fat man runners of Missouri, two 
hundred and twenty yards, in fifty seconds. Mr. Aal 
attended the Oheb Scholom Temple of Reading. 

Albert Alfred Aal married, in Chicago, Lllinois, 
April 3, 1881, Esther-Frankenstein, of Chicago, daugh-_ 
ter of Samuel and Dora (Mills) Frankenstein, both 
natives of Europe and were esteemed and honored 
residents of Chicago, both deceased. On Tuesday 
evening, April 3, 1906, Mr. and Mrs. Aal celebrated 
the silver anniversary of their wedding, at No. 4213 
Washington Boulevard, St. Louis. Mrs. Aal and five 
children survive the husband and father: 1. Joseph 
Alfred, who was active during the Spanish-American 
War. 2. Jeannette Leah. 4. Ralph. 4. Dorothy 
Lillian, wife of William D. Heckman, a veteran of 
the World War. 5. Bernard S., an executive of the 
concern of which his father was the founder and 
also active in the service during the World War, hav- 
ing attained to the office of second lieutenant. 


———_—$————$—— 


SAMUEL R. BIGONY—In the younger group of 
business executives in Reading, Samuel R. Bigony is at- 
tracting wide attention, for in the realm of the auto- 
mobile electrician he is winning an enviable reputation. 
His work is that of the practical and always forward 
looking business executive, and in his wide and ever grow- 
ing usefulness the people recognize his worth. He is a 
son of Robert F. and Kate C. Bigony, his father still 
living and a resident of Oley Township, Berks County, 
where he conducts a prosperous modern farm. 

Samuel R. Bigony was born in Lock Haven, Pennsyl- 
vania, January 22, 1899. Receiving his early education 
in the public schools of Reading, he fitted himself for 
his present activities as an electrician in the automobile 
field. Gaining practical experience in the employ of exist- 
ing concerns he established himself in a business enter- 
prise in April, 1921. Joining forces with his brother, 
Glenn R. Bigony, these two progressive young men estab- 
lished their headquarters at No. 428 Washington Street, 
Reading. Here they have developed an important interest 
under the title of Bigony Service. They make a specialty 
of storage batteries and electrical repairing in the auto- 
mobile field, and the motoring public has come to depend 
upon them. Their work is proving eminently satisfactory 
from every viewpoint, and in their unfailing courtesy and 
willingness to oblige they have won the appreciation and 
esteem of the people generally. During the World War 
Mr. Bigony was active as a teacher at the Students’ Army 
Training Camp located at Lehigh University. He has 
few interests outside his business. Mr. Bigony attends 
Olivet Presbyterian Church. He resides at Upland Road, 
Wyomissing Hills. 





IRVIN JONAS GERNERT-—In the world of me- 
chanical construction Irvin Jonas Gernert, of Reading, 
holds a prominent and broadly useful part in his present 
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position as foreman of the Speidel Elevator Corporation. 
Mr. Gernert’s career from the beginning has been one of 
definite and recognized uscfulness, and as a man of large 
energy and high attainment he bears a worthy part in the 
progress of his time. Mr. Gernert is a’ son of Sylvester 
Solomon Gernert, a tinsmith by occupation, and is the fifth 
generation of this family in America, his children being the 
sixth. Until the present generation each has been repre- 
sented in military affairs in this country, men of this name 
serving with honor and distinction in every important war 
since the family was established here. The mother, Emily 
Elizabeth (Trexler) Gernert, is also a member of a prom- 
inent family. 

Irvin Jonas Gernert was born in Reading, September 15, 
1877. Receiving his early education in the local public and 
high schools, he later attended the Inter-State Commercial 
College, of Reading, and with this excellent educational 
preparation he entered the business world. First learning 
the trade of machinist he became identified with the firm 
of Orr & Sembower, Incorporated, where he was active as 
foreman and later as superintendent. In this widely known 
organization, which is devoted to the manufacture of 
steam engines, Mr. Gernert gained invaluable experience 
while at the same time rendering excellent and perman- 
ently useful service. Following twenty years with that 
concern, Mr. Gernert accepted the position as foreman 
for the Speidel Elevator Corporation and has now for 
more than ten years been identified with this company 
in the same capacity. He is looked upon as one of the 
substantial, faithful and eminently honored executives of 
the local world of mechanics, and holds the esteem and 
confidence of all. A Republican in his political convic- 
tions, Mr. Gernert chooses to leave leadership in political 
affairs to others. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Knights 
of Malta, of which he is a Past Commander; Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; Independent Order of Orioles; 
and Princes of Bagdad. He attends the Reformed Church. 

Irvin Jonas Gernert married, December 21, 1901, Vir- 
ginia Mary Walk, daughter of Benjamin Franklin and 
Mary Ann (Shirey) Walk. Irvin Jonas and Virginia 
Mary (Walk) Gernert are the parents of the following 
children: Florence May, born March 16, 1905; Norman 
Irvin, born November 20, 1906; Helen Leah, born Sep- 
tember 13, 1908; Virginia Elizabeth, born July 26, 1911; 
Sylvester Jonas, born December 12, 1914; and Robert 
Wilson, born April 21, 1917. The family residence is at 
No. 1029 North Eleventh Street, Reading. 

yy Ra, ae 

WILLIAM J. KINKAID—In the progress of Read- 
ing, William J. Kinkaid is taking a constructive and 
broadly useful part, his artistic genius giving his work 
special and permanent significance. His career thus far 
has linked his name with advertising and commercial dis- 
plays, and at present he is a prominent figure in work 
of this general nature as manager of the Wilmer & Vincent 
Studio. Mr. Kinkaid is a son of William and Frederika 
B. (Young) Kinkaid, his father a well known machinist 
and millwright of Reading. 

William J. Kinkaid was born at McKeesport, Penn- 
sylvania, June 9, 1890. Following his elementary and 
grammar course, he entered Middletown High School, of 
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which he is a graduate, then spent two years at Mary- 
land University. For nine years Mr. Kinkaid was active 
in window display work and advertising in the employ 
of leading concerns at different points, including the Snook 
Company and the George R. Taylor Company of Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia, and I. Whitman of Reading. For 
three years thereafter he was engaged in business under 
the title of the Peerless Sign Company, his line of activ- 
ity indicated by this firm name. He then accepted his 
present position, and in many branches of advertising 
and commercial art he is bringing to bear the force of 
his remarkable talent and constructive attitude on the 
business progress of the day.. Mr. Kinkaid has few inter- 
ests except of a business nature, but is a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, No. 1115, of 
Reading; also the Coolidge Club; and he attends the 
Presbyterian Church. 

William J. Kinkaid married, November 14, 1913, at 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Lucy M. Kissinger, daughter of 
Morris J. and Mary Kissinger, and they have one son, 
William J., Jr., born September 20, 1919. 





HARRY M. FRYBERGER—Successfully active 
along practical lines of endeavor since the completion of 
his education, Harry M. Fryberger, of Reading, is achiev- 
ing noteworthy results in the contracting and_ building 
field, and in his breadth of usefulness is contributing 
largely to the general progress of this city. Mr. Fry- 
berger is an eminently practical man, and in his pro- 
gressive attitude toward his work and toward conditions 
generally, his usefulness is definitely recognized. Mr. Fry- 
berger is a son of Theodore and Mary Elizabeth (Deem) 
Fryberger, these families long prominent in Lancaster 
County, and the father now active in the employ of 
the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company at Read- 
ing. Theodore Fryberger is now seventy years of age 
and one of the veteran employees of this concern. 

Harry M. Fryberger was born at Marietta, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, April 27, 1889. Receiving his edu- 
cation in the public and high schools of Reading, he was 
first employed with the Neversink Dye Works, where for 
three years he served as a foreman in the stocking border 
department. He then became identified with the carpent- 


_er’s trade, and gaining skill and experience was employed 


for about eight years as a journeyman. In 1920, he 
established his independent interest as a carpenter and 
builder, doing general contracting in this field from the 
slightest repairs to the fine large structures of a residential 
or commercial nature. With business headquarters at No. 
435 North Twelfth Street, his residence is also at the 
Same location, and he has attained a point where he holds 
leading rank in building circles in this city. He com- 
mands the esteem and confidence of all with whom he 
comes in touch, and is one of the well known men in his 
field. Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, the Independent Americans, and Carp- 
enters’ Union. His religious affiliation is with the Grace 
United Evangelical Church. 

Harry M. Fryberger married, May 28, 1917, at Read- 
ing, May E. Weber, daughter of W. and Barbara E. 
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(Arnold) Weber. Mr. and Mrs. Fryberger are the parents 
of three children: Donald, Stuart, and May. 


JOHN HOWARD SNYDER—In varied and 
widely diverse interests John Howard Snyder, of Reading, 
is an active executive, and with long experience and large 
natural abiity he is giving to the progress of these enter- 
prises the force of a constructive nature. Mr. Snyder 1s 
a thoroughly representative business man of the day, ab- 
sorbed in his work, yet interested in all that pertains 
to the general advance. He is a son of John Bertolet and 
Rebecca (Hildebrand) Snyder, his. father a musician, 
bugler and band master, active in the Civil War and 
later prominent as jury commissioner and assessor. 
John Howard Snyder was born in Reading, December 
9, 1870, His education was begun in the local public schools 
and he is a graduate of Reading High School, class of 
1889. His early business experience was in the employ of 
the Reading Hardware Company in the capacity of ship- 
ping clerk, and after a few years in this connection, Mr. 
Snyder identified himself with the L. D. Anderson Jewelry 
Company in the capacity of a partner. His energy and 
initiative were potent factors in the development and 
progress of this concern and he is still active in its in- 
terests. From time to time during the subsequent period, 
Mr. Snyder had formed new affiliations, but in each one, 
he remained with the firm he had joined, so that at the 
present time he is identified with a large group of interests 
and with all, in an executive capacity. He has for many 
years been a member of the firm of Snyder, Fry and Rick, 
a partnership conducting an extensive fruit farm. He is 
president of the United Paint-Up Stores; secretary and 
treasurer of Hen. Johnston, Incorporated; a partner in 
Bennethum and Snyder chain of theatres; vice-president 
of the Kline Poster Rental Company; a director of the 
Cambridge Amusement Company; and secretary and 
treasurer of the Pottstown Theatre Company. He is owner 
of the Metropolitan Phonograph Company. Thus, it is 
clearly apparent that in many of the most noteworthy and 
modern fields of commercial advance, Mr. Snyder is lending 
his influence to present-day progress as well as achieving 
large success. In political affairs Mr. Snyder holds an 
independent position, and fraternally is affiliated with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His clubs are: 
The Penn Wheelman, of which he was a director; the 
Wyomissing; and the Berkshire. 

John Howard Snyder married, in Reading, on September 
18, 1904, Jennie Helen Glase, daughter of Nicholas Cy 
and Helen (Patterson) Glase. 





EMIL REINHARDT SNYDER—A broadly note- 
worthy figure in Berks County, Pennsylvania, is Emil 
Reinhardt Snyder, whose prominence asa successful business 
man of the day is his own achievement, and whose spirit 
of cooperation with all worthy endeavors gives his name 
more than passing significance to the people. Mr. Snyder 
is a man of open mind and tireless energies, and when once 
started in any line of progress carries the endeavor through 
to a successful issue. He is considered one of the thoroughly 
representative men of the day in this section. He is a 
son of Charles Ludwig and Ida Ann (Reinhardt) Snyder, 
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his father a native of Germany and a soldier of the 
German Army during the Franco-Prussian War in 1870. 
Charles Ludwig Snyder was active as section foreman of 
the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad for many years, and 
died at the age of seventy-four years. 
Emil Reinhardt Snyder was born at Minersville, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pennsylvania, September 8, 1878. Receiving 
his early education in his birthplace, and naturally a keen 
aad brilliant student; he had completed one year in high 
s.hool at the age of twelve years, then laid aside his books 
iy work as a slate-picker in the mines. Discontented with 
Ins condition in the business world, Mr. Snyder, when still 
a young lad, took advantage of an opportunity to advertise 
for a position in the Reading “Daily Eagle,” a canvasser 
for this paper coming through the village and encouraging 
the boy to try to better his position. He received a 
reply from Joseph B. Ganter, who then owned the stove 
and hardware business, of which Mr. Snyder is now the 
head. The young man worked for Mr. Ganter for five 
years and a half as clerk, then on July 1, 1906, purchased 
the business. This record of a rise from obscurity to 
prominence could perhaps only be accomplished in Amer- 
ica, but it is certain that even in America it could be 
accomplished only by a man of outstanding qualities. 
At the time Mr. Snyder took over the interest two clerks 
were employed, while some ten or twelve people are now 
required to handle the business. Then an occasional 
vehicle was hired to deliver an important order or stove 
and now several delivery trucks are kept constantly on 
the road, filling delivery obligations of the enterprise. As 
Mr. Snyder took over the interest, the large items of stock, 
such as stoves and refrigerators, were bought a half dozen 
at a time, but it is a common thing now for Mr. Snyder 
to receive a carload lot of goods of this nature from a 
single manufacturer. Mr. Snyder’s theory of life is not 
compatible with stagnation, but comprehends constant 
and intelligent advance. On July 1, 1920, he opened a 
second store at No. 145 Schuykill Avenue, the main interest 
being at No. 201 on the same thoroughfare. His business 
has steadily grown and expanded until he now stands 
among the foremost in his field in this part of the State. 
Mr. Snyder is further identified with business advance as 
a director of the Northeastern Trust Company, of Read- 
ing, and the Reading Chamber of Commerce. During the 
World War he served as captain of the Sixth Ward Liberty 
Loan activities, and in all that pertains to the local ad- 
vance he bears an enthusiastic and active part. He is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Retail Hardware Association, 
and fraternally is affiliated with Chandler Lodge, No. 227, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Francis Marion Highley Chap- 
‘ter, Royal Arch Masons; C. Gilbert Steffe Council, Royal 
and Select Masters; the Reading Lodge of Perfection, 
Philadelphia Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, 
in which he holds the thirty-second degree; and Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon. His clubs are: 
The Reading Automobile, the Reading Country, and the 
Temple Club. His religious affiliation is with Grace Luth- 
eran Church. 
Mr. Snyder married, November 26, 1914, at Reading, 
Pennsylvania, Alma Elizabeth Fredrick, daughter of Charles 
H. and Hannah M. Fredrick. Mr. and Mrs. Snyder are 
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the parents of one child: Fredrick Reinhardt, born April 3, 
1918. 





HARVEY J. MILLER—The daily needs of the 
people form the field of activity in which Harvey J. 
Miller, of Hamburg, is winning success and prominence. 
His practical attitude and tireless energies in his work are 
counting definitely in the general health and well-being, 
for it is in the matter of the milk supply that Mr. 
Miller is serving the people. His thorough familiarity 
with every phase of his work and his earnest efforts to- 
wards his ever higher standard of achievement are recog- 
nized and appreciated by all. Mr. Miller is a son of 
Isaac and Ida Miller, his father, who was a farmer through- 
out his active lifetime, is now deceased, but the mother 
is still living, residing in Reading. 

Harvey J. Miller was born in Berks County, Pennsyl- 
yania, May 7, 1893. Gaining his early education in the 
public schools, he later covered the high school course in 
his native place. Interested in agricultural operations from 
his childhood, particularly in the branch of animal hus- 
bandry, Mr. Miller learned the details of milk production 
and handling, and was active in the employ of prominent 
milk producers, also gained a general business experience 
in other branches of commercial and industrial activity. 
In 1921, Mr. Miller became the owner of the Hamburg 
Sanitary Dairy, of which he has since been the head. 
Mr. Miller has fitted out his plant with the most modern 
and approved equipment in every branch of his activity, 
including a complete pasteurizing equipment and many 
devices to expedite the work involved as well as to main- 
tain the highest standard of perfection in the product 
handled. Mr. Miller serves the leading people of this 
section, and in his ever widening activities his achieve- 
ments already demonstrate his ability, while his future is 
unquestionably one of large importance to the public 
health. Mr. Miller is fraternally affiliated with the Free 
and Accepted Masons, the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and he is a member of the Masonic Club of Hamburg. 
His religious affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. 

Harvey J. Miller was married in Hamburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, by Rev. Clark, to Martha Trexler, of Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania, daughter of James Trexler. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller are the parents of one son, Nelson Trexler, born 


in 1923. 





ROS BOXLEY FLEMING—Descended from the 
old Fleming family of Virginia, who came to America in 
early Colonial times from England, Ros Boxley Fleming, 
now of Reading, has well established his individual stand- 
ing in business and social circles of this section and stands 
among the thoroughly representative young men of the 
day. He is a son of John Jones and Cappie (Tula) 
Fleming, -his father an important farmer and planter of 
Virginia. The elder Mr. Fleming served in a Virginia 
regiment of infantry during the Civil War, enlisting in 
defense of the cause which represented his home and fire- 
side when only seventeen years of age. 

Ros Boxley Fleming was born near Fredericksburg, Vir- 
ginia, January 16, 1894. His early education was received 
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in the public schools of Spottsylvania County, later at- 
tending Fredericksburgh High School, from which he was 
graduated in 1912. Mr. Fleming next entered Smithdeal 
Business College, of Richmond, Virginia, his graduation 
from that institution occurring in the class of 1916. His 
first business experience was in the employ of the du Pont 
Company at their Hopewell, (Virginia) plant, where he 
spent three years. He then came to Pennsylvania, enter- 
ing the employ of the Firestone Tire and Rubber Com- 
pany in, Philadelphia. In this connection he spent eighteen 
months as salestnan, then in March, 1923, located in Read- 
ing, opening the agency for the Firestone Company. Dur- 
ing his activity as salesman in the employ of the concern, 
Mr. Fleming made outstanding records of sales for the 
concern, covering a considerable territory. This experi- 
ence was of the greatest value to him, and in establishing 
the present interest he first operated as the Firestone 
Service Department of the General Auto Supply Com- 
pany. In June, 1924, the firm name became the Ros B. 
Fleming Company and the interest was at that time 
established at the present address at No. 115 South Fifth 
Street. The plant runs through the block to Pearl Street, 
comprising a large spacious headquarters, which is very 
comprehensively stocked. It is generally considered that 
Mr. Fleming carries the largest stock of tires in the city, 
and the motoring public has already come to regard him 
as one of the dependable and thoroughly efficient young 
men of the day in the automobile trade. The company 
comprises two associates, F..C. Boyer being Mr. Fleming’s 
partner, although not active in the management of the 
business. Mr. Fleming is deeply interested in all that 
makes for the general advance, and during the World 
War volunteered for the army or navy five times within 
the year 1917. Each time he was rejected for physical 
disability, and in order to make it possible to serve his 
country he underwent a surgical operation to remove the 
disability. During his convalescence and pending recovery 
he entered the employ of the du Pont Company, at 
Hopewell, Virginia, where he was drafted. Owing to his 
position in the powder industry, however, he was placed 
in the fourth-class and when called was again rejected, 
owing to incomplete recovery. Mr. Fleming’s bitter dis- 
appointment in not being able to participate in the 
activities overseas was thoroughly recognized and appre- 
ciated by his many friends, yet his patriotism surely com- 
prises aS noteworthy a record of honor as that of the 
boys who went across. Mr. Fleming has few affiliations 
not more or less closely in line with his work, but is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, 

Ros Boxley Fleming married, in Philadelphia, June 2, 
1923, Mildred Ailes, of Philadelphia, daughter of Frank 
and Catherine Ailes. Mr. and Mrs. Fleming reside at 
No. 230 North Sixth Street, Reading. 


IRVIN E. ROTH—tThe attainments of Irvin E. 
Roth in two widely varied but equally important fields 
might, in either branch, form a record of highly com- 
mendable activity, and as a worthy citizen and a business 
executive he holds the esteem and confidence of all with 
whom he comes in touch. 


His work in the contracting: 
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world is attracting wide attention, and with headquarters 
at Intervilla he is doing a large and ever increasing busi- 
ness. Mr. Roth is a son of David F. Roth, who was a 
carpenter and manufacturer of old-style threshing mach- 
ines, with plant in Albany Township, in Berks County. 
The later years:of his life were devoted to farming, and 


“he died, in 1916, at the age of sixty-seven years. The 


mother, Anna Maria (Trexler) Roth, ‘is still living at 
the age of seventy-four years, and is a resident of Kemp- 
ton, in Berks County. Bs 

Irvin E. Roth was born in Greenwich Township, in this 
County, March 1, 1884: Receiving his early education 
in the local public schools, he later entered the Albright 
Preparatory School, then Albright College, in Meyerstown, 
Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1912, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. For one 
year following this date Mr. Roth taught school in Rock 
City, Illinois, then entered Shippensburg Normal School 
for-one term, but his decision to enter the business world 
led him to lay aside his plans for the future in the realm 
of the educator. He secured a position as foreman with 
a prominent building concern of Reading and continued 
thus active until the year 1916, when in the fall of the 
year he established his own business interest, along the 
line of general contracting and building. He has devel- 
oped a largely prosperous enterprise, and has erected many 
fine and substantial structures, both of a residential and 
business character, also schools, churches, and industrial 
plants. He has for some years made his home at West 
Lawn, and in all his interests he holds a leading part in 
present-day progress in Berks County. An independent 
in his political convictions, Mr. Roth is locally given a 
position of leadership in public affairs. He was elected 
a member of the Borough Council of West Lawn, in July, 
1923, and taking an active part in the incorporation of 
the Borough of West Lawn, was reélected in November 
of the same year to the council of the present borough. 
Mr. Roth confines his public activities, however, to civic 
and benevolent endeavors, which bear directly upon the 
well-being of the people, and has little interest in political 
leadership. He is a member of Bethany Lutheran Church 
of West Reading and is teacher of the Bible class. 

Irvin E. Roth married, June 17, 1912, in Reading, 
Clara Malinda Gross, a descendent of Daniel Boone, and 
a daughter of Daniel B. and Rebecca (Questro) Boone. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roth are the parents of one daughter: 
Elizabeth Boone, born April 14, 1913. 


GEORGE EVES—A noteworthy figure in legal 
advance in Berks County, Pennsylvania, today is 
George Eves, who is a native of Pennsylvania and 
has throughout his lifetime been identified with the 
progress of this State. Mr. Eves is a son of Chand- 
lee and Mary Jane (Shannon) Eves, both now de- 
ceased, his father during his active lifetime prominent 
in the insurance business. 

George Eves was born at Millville, Columbia Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, January 22, 1884. His education 
was begun in Georges’ School, a private school in 
the environs of Philadelphia, and he was later grad- 


_uated from the University of Michigan, at Ann 
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Arbor, from which institution he received the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts with the class of 1908. Taking 
up his legal preparations in the law department of 
the same university, Mr. Eves received the degree of 
Doctor of Jurisprudence with the class of 1912. Ad- 
mitted to the bar of the State of Michigan in the 
same year, Mr. Eves was admitted to the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania in 1915 and has been active 
in practice since. His career was begun in Reading 
in 1915, and from that time forward he was asso- 
ciated with ex-Judge William Kerper Stevens, until 
the death of his distinguished partner, which occurred 
in January, 1923. With offices at No. 530 Washing- 
ton Street, Reading, Mr. Eves has since continued 
independently, and throughout his career he has fol- 
lowed general lines of advance. In connection with 
his other activities Mr. Eves serves as attorney for 
the Reading National Bank. His attention has been 
commanded for some years by the public life of the 
city, and as a leader in the Democratic Party he 
is well known in local political circles. Mr. Eves 
has served as burgess of Mt. Penn, and he is also 
active as solicitor of the school district of the city 
of Reading. During the World War Mr. Eves ren- 
dered practical and faithful service as a member of 
the Berks County Legal Advisory Board. Fratern- 
ally he is affiliated with Washington Lodge, No. 265, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Bloomsburg, Penn- 
sylvania; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and he is a member 
of the Temple Club, and the Wyomissing Club. His 
religious. affiliation is with the Society of Friends. 

Mr. Eves married, January 22, 1921, Ellen Fleck, 
daughter of William and Rebecca Fleck. Mr. and 
Mrs. Eves are the parents of two children: Rowen 
George, and Shannan. 





CALVIN JAMES YOUNG—With excellent prepara- 
tion for the work of his choice, added to outstanding 
natural qualities, Calvin James Young, of Reading, has 
won his way to an enviable position in the business world 
of Berks County. Standing behind the world of construc- 
tion as an architect, and especially gifted in his apprecia- 
tion of artistic values in his realm, Mr. Young has made a 
deep impression upon the progress of his day, and as he 
is still a young man his future will unquestionably carry 
strong influence for good. He is a son of the late Daniel 
B. Young, who was active in the iron and steel industry, 
and was a man of the loftiest integrity. His mother, Rose 
Ellen (Saylor) Young, now deceased, was a member of 
an old Berks County family. 

Calvin James Young was born in Muhlenberg Township, 
April 18, 1885. He attended the public schools of his native 
place, covering the grammar grades, in which he won a 
scholarship in the International Correspondence School, of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. He was later graduated from this 
school, meanwhile attending night school for three years. 
He was also graduated from Stoner’s Commercial! College, 
of Reading, and with these fundamental preparations he 
entered an architect’s office, where he served an appren- 
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ticeship of four years. Mr. Young opened his own office 


as an architect on April 20, 1907, locating at No. 120 


West Oley Street. His success seemed assured from the 
beginning, and with the development and growth of his 
interest he was able, three years later, to secure a more 
desirable location. This was at No. 520 Washington 
Street, and in April, 1920, he removed to his present 
location at No. 226 North Sixth Street. Mr. Young was 
registered as an architect of the State of Pennsylvania in 
September, 1920, and on March 10, 1921, became a member 
of the Philadelphia Chapter, American Institute of Archi- 
tects. The achievement represented by this somewhat 
cursory statement of facts is commendable in the highest 
degree, for Mr. Young may well be called a “self-made” 
man. It is through his own efforts and the pursuits ot 
his early formed ideals that he has risen to his present 
prominence, and the character of his work is eminently 
commendable as an influence for good in the civic body. 

Mr. Young is a Republican in his political affiliations, 
although never interested in political honors. He is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, and the various 
bodies of the Masonic Order, up to and including the 
Consistory, in which he holds the thirty-second degree, 
also Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine. He is further a member of the Masonic 
Protective Association, the Knights of Malta, the Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, Knights of Friendship, the Royal 
Arcanum, the Artisans’ Order of Mutual Protection, 
the Reading Society of Architects, also the Schuylkill Fire 
Company, No. 12 of Reading, Pennsy!vania. He attends 
St. Mark’s Reformed Church, of Reading. 

Calvin James Young married, in Reading, December 25, 
1912, Daisy Ida Isabella Sallade, daughter of Abraham G. 
and Tivillia (Greiss) Sallade. 


JOHN EARL FEHL, well known real estate oper- 
ator and insurance man of Reading, Pennsylvania, was 
born in Reading on July 12, 1903, his parents being 
Harry J. and Mary H. Fehl. His father was department 
manager for Pomeroy’s, Inc. John Earl Fehl was edu- 
cated in the public schools of Reading, and graduated 
from the high school there in June, 1921. He learned 
the real estate and insurance business in the office oi 
J. W. Fehl, and on May 1, 1923, was ready for an 
independent venture. He opened a real estate and insur- 
ance office of his own at No. 720 Washington Street, and 
being well known. and of a personality that commended 
itself to his fellow-citizens, began to do good business im- 
mediately. He handles a general insurance business, 
catering to a large clientele, which business he has built 
up through the confidence he has gained with his clients 
by the capable manner in which he handles their insurance 
problems. Only old line companies of unquestioned stand- 
ing are represented by him. 

Mr. Fehl is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, of 
Reading, and is a member of Trinity Lutheran League, o! 
which he is president, serving from September, 1923, to 
September, 1925. He also belongs to tthe Reading High 


School Alumni Association, serving as combined class 
president for two years, August, 1923, to August, 1925. 
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Mr. Fehl is fond of outdoor sports and other diversions, 
but strict attention to his growing business has given him 
but little time to devote to them. He is unmarried, and 
lives at No. 723 Penn Avenue, West Reading. 


ISRAEL FESSLER—tThe world of construction has 
long felt the influence of Israel Fessler, who has been 
active in Reading for many years along the lines of 
building .and contracting, and in his eminent usefulness 
the people are directly and permanently benefited. A 
native of this county and a resident of Reading for up- 
wards of forty years, Mr. Fessler is widely known in and 
about this city, and his success reflects credit upon his 
name. He is an able business executive and a thorough- 
going citizen of the most progressive type, his interests 
always of a practical nature. He is a son of Isaac and 
Leah (Gassert) Fessler, his father a farmer m early life 
and later a prominent hotel man. Isaac Fessler conducted 
the Aleiss Hotel, at Host, in this county, during the Civil 
War, and for a period of about eleven years altogether. 
He had a fine farm of one hundred and seventy-five acres 
in Tulpehocken township, and in all his activities was 
honored and esteemed by the people. He died at the age 
of sixty-seven years, and his wife survived him for a 
- number of years, passing away at the age of seventy-four. 

Israel Fessler, son of these parents, was born in Tul- 
pehocken, July 10, 1855. Receiving his education in the 
local public schools, he also attended school during one 
summer at Womelsdorf. Reared on the farm, Mr. Fessler 
chose a somewhat different line of endeavor, when he 
became of age to look forward to his life-work and at 
an age of sixteen years began learning the carpenter’s trade. 
After his apprenticeship was completed, he followed this 


trade as a journeyman, and in 1887 same to Reading, in 


which vicinity for many years he has been active along 
this general line of endeavor. An outstanding year in 
his history was 1906, when he built: eighty-two houses 
in different parts of the city of Reading. In 1911 he built 
twenty-one houses in Wyomissing, purchasing the land 
which has since been known as “Hillcrest” and developing 
this into one of the most charming suburbs of this 
borough. Mr. Fessler has been a resident of Wyomissing 
since the year mentioned and has the distinction of having 
built the first house in this borough. For the past twelve 
years he has delegated much responsibility to others, 
particularly during the winter months, which he has 
spent in Florida, and in February of the present year 
(1924), he bought a fine orange grove on Lake Stone. 
He is interested in every branch of community and 
general advance and is recognized among the widely use- 
ful and largely prominent men of Berks County. His 
religious affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. 

Israel Fessler was married, November 14, 1874, at Bern- 
ville, by Rev. D. D. Trexler, to Emma R. Scheaffer, 
daughter of George B. and Sarah (Brendle) Scheaffer. 
Their adopted daughter, Minnie, is the wife of Meinard 
Krebs, of Reading, and they have one son: Robert Stanley. 


DR. AMOS C. ROTHERMEL—In the realm of 
the educator, Dr. Amos C. Rothermel of Kutztown, Penn- 


sylvania, holds a broadly noteworthy position as principal 
of the Keystone State Normal School at Kutztown. Dr. 
Rothermel’s preparations for his professional work were 
of the broadest, and his natural ability has carried him 
to a high position in his chosen field of endeavor. He is 
a son of Lewis W. Rothermel, who was born in Fleetwood, 
Pennsylvania, July 4, 1837, and was a blacksmith and 
farmer throughout his active lifetime. The mother, Lida 
Rothermel, was born in Blandon, Pennsylvania, March 
17, 1844. 

Amos C. Rothermel was born at Moselem, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, January 6, 1864. His early education was 
received in the private schools of his birthplace and later 
entering the Keystone State Normal School, he’ was grad- 
uated from that institution in the class of 1886. For four 
years previous, he taught country schools in this vicinity, 
then was offered the position of principal of the Pleasant 
Valley Academy, which he filled during the scholastic 
year of 1886 and 1887. Thereby largely financing his 
higher education, he entered Franklin & Marshall College, 
from which he was graduated in the class of 1891, receiv- 
ing from that institution both the Bachelors and Masters 
degrees in the Arts. He was then placed at the head of 
the science department of the Keystone State Normal 
School in 1891, then two years later was made vice prin- 
cipal of the institution, and in 1899 became principal. He 
has served in this responsible capacity from that time until 
the present and is now rounding out a full quarter of a 
century in this office. In the year 1911. Dr. Rothermel 
received the degree of Literary Doctor from Franklin & 
Marshall College, and in 1906 Dickinson College conferred 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Pedagogy. In all Dr. 
Rothermel’s activities, his high ideals and broad interpre- 
tation of the duties of his vocation, bear the closest sig- 
nificance, not only to the immediate progress and well- 
being of the students of this institution, but bear definite 
relation to the permanent welfare of the pupils over whom 
they have charge as they go out into the world, each to 
similar responsibility. Dr. Rothermel is an eminently 
progressive and public-spirited man and in all that he does, 
gives to the world his best endeavors and his highest 
abilities. He is a Democrat by political affiliation and a 
member of the local Chamber of Commerce, but has never 
accepted official responsibility in public life. Fraternally, 
he is identified with Huguenot Lodge, No. 377, Free and 
Accepted Masons. His religious affiliation is with St. Paul’s 
Reformed Church. 

Dr. Rothermel married, June 30, 1894, at Reading, Adia 
L. Spatz, daughter of John and Katherine (Moyer) Spatz. 
Dr. and Mrs. Rethermel are the parents of one child: Ruth 
May, born May 9, 1896. 


CHARLES A. RIST—-As a prominent business ex- 
ecutive in the general field of plumbing and heating, but 
specializing in heating installation, Charles A. Rist, of 
Reading, holds leading rank in present-day progress in 
Berks County. His tireless attention to the needs of 
the people, and his skill in the work in which he is 
engaged, are forces of definite importance to the welfare 
of the people and the progress of the city as well as to his 
own success. A man of progressive spirit, interested in 
all that makes for the general advance, and a veteran 
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of the World War, Mr. Rist commands the esteem and 
confidence of all, and is one of the well known and 
highly respected citizens of Reading. 

Charles A. Rist was born in Reading, May 13, 1887, 
and is a son of Andrew Rist, who was born in 1864, in 
Saxony, Germany, and after serving in the German Army 
same to America at the age of twenty-one years, settling: 
in Reading and engaging in the meat business. The 
mother, Bena (Derr) Rist, is now deceased. As a young 
lad, Mr. Rist attended the public schools of Reading and 
when he became of age to enter commercial affairs he 
was active in the meat business for a time. At the age 
of sixteen he entered the employ of Drexel Brothers, who 
were located on the corner of Ninth and Penn streets, 
where he learned the trade of plumbing and heating. He 
followed this line of activity in the employ of other 
prominent concerns until the year 1920 when he estab- 
lished the present interest. Opening headquarters at No. 
114 Schuylkill Avenue, he has developed a wide-reaching 
and important interest, making a specialty of hot-water 
heating, although he handles every kind of heating, also 
pipe work. Mr. Rist enlisted for service in the World 
War on June 14, 1918, and was sent to France as a 
member of a famous unit of engineers. He served for 
six months in that country, then received his honorable 
discharge in May, 1919. He is independent in his poli- 
tical convictions, supporting all worthy endeavors, and 
movements without regard to party organization. He is 
a member of Zion’s Reformed Church, while Mrs. Rist is 
a member of the Alsace Lutheran Church. 

Charles A. Rist married, on June 7, 1913, Clara Estella 
Wilson, daughter of John Franklin and Mabel Alberta 
(Krammes) Wilson, and they are the parents of one son: 
Charles A., Jr., born November 22, 1923. 





GEORGE S. DUNKLEBERGER—Along the most 
practical lines of business endeavor George S. Dunkle- 
berger, of Reading, is bearing a worthy part in the pro- 
gress of the day. His natural business ability and prac- 
tical talent are of definite and ever wider significance to 
the local health and well being, and he is considered one 
of the well known and thoroughly representative business 
men of Berks County. He is a son of Daniel and Eliza- 
beth (Shell) Dunkleberger, his father a farmer and also 
employed in Leesport Furnace for many years, his death 
occurring at the age of sixty-nine years. 

George S. Dunkleberger was born in Leesport, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, August 4, 1871. His education 
was received in the Leesport schools, and as a young 
lad he early became interested in truck farming activities 
in that community. Later he was employed for about 
four years in a limestone quarry, then for a time worked 
in the coal regions of Schuylkill County. Then, returning 
to his native place, Mr. Dunkleberger became identified 
with the Leesport Furnace, continuing for a time, after 
which he went to the southern part of Berks County, 
where he was employed as stone mason and brick layers 
helper for about two years. He next became identified 
with the Orr and Sembower interests, continuing in that 
connection for about four years, after which he was en- 





gaged as dairyman and farmer on Miss Archer’s estate. 
He continued at the head of that important farm interest 
for some seventeen years, then in 1916 established himself 
in the ice business in Reading. Opening his headquarters 
at No. 317 Spruce Street, he has developed a largely 
important interest and is recognized as one of the able 
and leading executives of the ice trade. He also does 
a very considerable amount of general hauling and trucking, 
thereby meeting a vital and ever recurring need of the 
people. Fraternally, he is identified with the Knights of 
Malta, Sons of America, and Pennsylvania Relief Associ- 
ation. Mr. Dunkleberger attends the Reformed Church. 

George S. Dunkleberger married (first) Elizabeth Weid- 
ner, who died in 1901, leaving four children: Clarence, 
who married Jennie Baldwin; George, who married Helen 
Graul; Bertha, wife of Edward Moser; and Estella, wife 
of Clarence Christ. Mr. Dunkleberger married (second), 
Kate R. Voung, daughter of Jose and Hannah (Hoyer) 
Young. 





JACOB HENRY WALBORN-—Steadily building 
up a business, Mr. Walborn has been at the one address, 
Nos. 1018-1028 Windsor Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, 
for twenty years, and now his establishment is one of the 
landmarks of the town. 

Mr. Walborn was born on a farm near Mt. Etna, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, June 21, 1863, and obtained his 
education at Keener’s School, located between Rehrersburg, 
and Host. His father, Henry G. Walborn, was a farmer 
in Berks County, and his mother before her marriage was 
a Miss Kerr. After finishing his schooling, Mr. Walborn 
founded his general hauling and contracting business at 
Reading. He is a member of the Lutheran Church, in 
Reading. 

Mr. Walborn married, June 17, 1890, Ella C. Filbert, 
daughter of Henry R. and Amelia S. (Kalbash) Filbert, 
at Stouchsburg, Pennsylvania. They have three children: 
George H., born October 16, 1891; Earl E., born October 
8, 1893; and Arthur L., born November 1, 1897. 





HENRY M. JENKIN—A noteworthy figure in Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, is Henry M. Jenkin, who has been 
active in the coal business for a number of years, and 
with long experience in other practical lines of advance 
is now achieving marked success in his independent inter- 
ests. Mr. Jenkin is a son of Emanuel and Elizabeth 
(Richards) Jenkin, both natives of England, the father 
a coal miner by occupation. He came to America in his 
youth and followed mining until his tragic death, both the 
father and two sons, Emanuel and William, having been 
burned to death in the mines of Pennsylvania. 

Henry M. Jenkin was born at Joliett, Pennsylvania, 
March 21, 1877. His education comprised the usual public 
school course, and leaving school at the age of fourteen 
years he first worked on the railroad. For nearly thirty 
years he followed this line of endeavor, having begun 
railroading in 1891 and continuing until February 20, 1920. 
During the years 1920 and 1921 Mr. Jenkin served as 
traffic manager for the Reading Steel Casting Company 
of Reading, then in the latter year estahlished his present 
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business at No. 805 Penn Street. Dealing exclusively in 
coal, Mr. Jenkin has won large success in the compara- 
tively short period which has since elapsed and he is 
considered one of the thoroughly progressive and out- 
standing men of the day in this city. Fraternally he is 
affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective’ Order of 
Elks, of which he has been a trustee for three years, and 
has been a member of the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer- 
ica, the Modern Woodmen of America, the Knights” of 
the Golden Eagle, and the Knights of Pythias, and he is 
a member of the Rotary Club. His religious affiliation 
is with the Methodist Episcopal. Church. 

Mr. Jenkin married, June 8, 1898, at Tower City, Penn- 
sylvania, Emma L. Frank, daughter of William and Dora 
(Enders) Frank. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkin are the parents of 
one child: Vivian E., born June 12, 1899, a graduate 
nurse +f the Children’s Hospital of Boston. The family 
residence is at Interville, Pennsylvania. 





EDWARD DELNER VAN DENBERG—Rising 
from the ranks of the workers to a largely successful 
position in the business world, Edward Delner Van 
Denberg, of Reading, Pennsylvania, stands among 
the thoroughly representative and noteworthy men of 
the day in Berks County. His work has to do with 
the health and well-being of the people in a very im- 


portant way, and in his conscientious attention to - 


the many commissions which pass through his hands, 
he is bearing a worthy and progressive part in the 
local welfare. 

The name of Van Denberg is one of large prom- 
inence in the State of New York, but, as its form 
would indicate, originated in Holland. John Van 
Denberg, Mr. Van Denberg’s grandfather, was born 
in Schenectady, New York, and was a farmer of 
large prominence in that section. He was influential 
in local affairs, supporting the Democratic Party, 
and was identified with the Presbyterian Church. 
His three sons were: John; William; and Peter 
Waldron, of whom further. 

Peter Waldron Van Denberg, the youngest of 
these sons, was born in Glenville, New Yark, and 
became a very successful figure in the construction 
world as a stone-mason and brick-layer.. He also 
supported the Democratic Party in political affairs, 
but his religious affiliation was with the Baptist 
Church. He married Margaret Ann Playford, who 
was born in New York City, in 1838, and was a 
daughter of Philip Playford. They were the parents 
of five children: 1. Estella, born in 1861. 2. Francis, 
born in 1863. 3. Emma, born in 1866. 4. Edward 
Delner, of further mention. 5. Hattie, born in 1875, 
in Amsterdam, New York. The first four children 
were born in Glenville, New York. 


Edward Delner Van Denberg was born in Glenville, 


New York, July 5, 1868. His education was received 
in Public School District No. 8, of Amsterdam, New 
York, and at the age of thirteen years he entered the 
business world, as night messenger and assistant 
operator for the local telephone company. Not long, 
thereafter, he secured a position in the employ of one 
of the important knitting factories of Amsterdam, 


in which he was active until 1886. 
the employ of the Ward Steamship Line and served 
as coal passer on the “City of Washington,” operating 
from New York to Havana. In 1888 Mr. Van Den- 
berg apprenticed himself to a plumber, believing that 
his opportunities of success would thereby be defi- 
uitely increased. His first activity in his chosen 
realm, following the completion of his apprenticeship, 
was as journeyman at Ithaca, New York, and he 
‘was successively engaged in a similiar manner at 
Utica, New York; Scranton, Pennsylvania: Decatur 


- and Quincy, Illinois; St. Louis, Missouri; Cleveland, 


Canton and Youngstown, Ohio; Amsterdam, Fort 
Plain, New York City, Rochester and Corning, New 
York; Williamsport and Reading, Pennsylvania. For 
about a decade Mr. Van Denberg was active thus, 
and in his migrations from place to place, gained 
rare and valuable experience. Settling in Reading 
in 1896, he was employed as a journeyman plumber 
for a period of about six years, and in 1902 he accept- 
ed the office of plumbing inspector of this city, 
which he filled for a period of three years, with large 


efficiency. He then went to New York City, where * 


for nearly two years he was active as journeyman 
plumber, then, in 1906, established a partnership in- 
terest in Reading. Under the firm name of Engle & 
Van Denberg, he and his associate went forward for 
thirteen years, then the partnership was dissolved. 
tn 1919, Mr. Van Denberg established his present 
interest along the lines of plumbing and heating, and 
he has developed one of the most important and 
noteworthy enterprises of its kind in Berks County. 

Military affairs have always held the deepest in- 
terest for Mr. Van Denberg, and in 1888 he enlisted 
in the 46th Separate Company, National Guard of 
the State of New York, serving for a period of three 
vears. He also served as private and corporal in 
Company D, 6th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, in the Spanish-American War. He is a 
member of the~ Pennsylvania State Association of 
Master Plumbers, which he served as president in 
1916 and 1917 and as secretary and treasurer in 1921; 
also the Reading Master Plumbers’ Association, of 
which he was president; the Chamber of Commerce; 
the Reading Kiwanis Club, of which he was president 
in 1922; the Spanish-American War Veterans’ Asso- 
ciation; and he is fraternally affiliated with the Frat- 
ernal Order of Eagles, and the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, of which latter he was 
exalted ruler during 1921. His religious affiliation is 
with the Faith Reformed Church, of Reading. 
Edward Delner Van Denberg married, October 14, 
1900, in Wilmington, Delaware, Ellen Nora Schaeffer, 
who was born May 28, 1878, in Reading, and is a 
daughter of Franklin and Sarah Schaeffer. 


JOSEPH B. KERCHER—As the head of the 
Reiffton Dairy, of Reiffton, Pennsylvania, Joseph B. 
Kercher is bearing a worthy and important part in the 
safe-guarding of the health and welfare of the people. 
His expert attention to the duties of his position and 
the tireless energy which would count for success in any 
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field have given him rank in that splendid group of men 
who are meeting the needs of Reading and vicinity in 
food production. Mr. Kercher was born and reared on 
a farm, and is a son of Elias and Leah Kercher, his 
father a leading farmer of Reiffton. 

Joseph B. Kercher was born in Reading, June 12, 1898. 
His education was received in the public schools of Temple, 
Pennsylvania, and from early childhood he has been 
familiar with the activities of the farm. When he reached 
an age to choose his life-work, Mr. Kercher did not leave 
the surroundings of his boyhood as so many young men 
of the day have done, but rather gave to: the activities 
with which he was familiar the progressive spirit and 
large energy with which he is endowed. The result has 
been a remarkable success in a most practical line of 
activity. Establishing himself in the dairy business on 4 
small scale in 1913, Mr. Kercher has developed the interest 
until now he has one of the largest dairy plants in this 
part of Pennsylvania, and supplies the city of Reading with 
the highest quality of pure, sweet milk. The utmost care 
is taken in every operation of its handling to give to the 
people an absolutely faultless product, and every approved 
modern device has been installed in Mr. Kercher’s head- 
quarters in Reading. He now delivers milk over four routes 
in Reading and his large round of satisfied customers is 
ever growing and widening. The manner in which Mr. 
Kercher applies modern ideas and ideals to an old and too 
‘often neglected field of production is most commendable 
and eminently worthy of emulation by others who are 
situated in such a manner as to know the possibilities of 
success in this realm. Mr. Kercher is a prominent figure 
in the public life of Reading, serving as tax collector, 
and in many branches of community activities he bears 
a leading part. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Reindeers. 

Joseph B. Kercher married, in Reading, in 1917, Esther 
Rife, of Friedensburg, Pennsylvania, daughter of Lot and 
Debbie Rife, and they are the parents of one child: Detra, 
born in 1921. 





PAUL WEISER—A distinguished figure in the con- 
tracting field in Reading and vicinity is Paul Weiser, 
whose activities are founded on practical training and wide 
experience, and whose success is accordingly an assured 
fact. Mr. Weiser is an eminently worthy citizen, an able 
business executive, and is widely popular among a large 
circle of friends. He is a member of an old family of 
Berks County, and a son of Isaac Daniel Weiser, who was 
a prominent carpenter of Strausstown, in this county, 
throughout a long active lifetime, continuing in business 
until his death, which occurred November 2, 1923, at the 
age of seventy-three years. The mother Elizabeth (Heis- 
ter) Weiser, was also a member of a distinguished family 
in Berks County, and died July 10, 1917, at the age of 
sixty-three years. 

Paul Weiser was born in Strausstown, March 4, 1884. 
Receiving his education in the local public schools, he 
learned the carpenter’s trade under the direction of his 
father, mastering both shop and outside practice. His 
taste and ability in the finer lines of work or this nature 





led him to identify with the Keystone Wagon Works, 
and for a number of years he was active in that con- 
nection, on buggy, wagon and automobile work. After 
fourteen years with that concern, Mr. Weiser started with 
his brother, Charles Weiser, in carpenter work and build- 
ing for about four years. In September, 1918, Mr. Weiser 
established an independent interest, and with headquarters 
at No. 435 North Sixth Street he has done a large and 
ever increasing business along lines of general carpenter- 
ing and contracting. His business is widely important and 
he has fulfilled many outstanding commissions for lead- 
ing business concerns as well as residential structures in 
the city of Reading and an extensive surrounding terri- 
tory. Mr. Weiser has few interests outside his work, but 
is numbered among the progressive and noteworthy men 
of the day in Berks County. 





JOHN FRANKLIN REINERT--In the manufac- 
ture of a vital household necessity, John Franklin Reinert, 
of Reading, is doing a large and ever-increasing business. 
His usefulness as an industrial executive parallels his 
prominence in the community, and as a thorough-going and 
progressive citizen Mr. Reinert commands the esteem and 
confidence of everyone with whom he comes in touch. 
He is a son of Frank and Sophia (Kempler) Reinert, 
esteemed residents of Reading, the father still active in 
business in local circles and at the head of an important 
general express and transfer interest. 

John Franklin Reinert was born in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, June 10, 1887. Receiving his education in the 
public schools of the city, he gained a broadly practical 
preparation for his life-work, and in early life learned 
the trade of broom-maker. Serving an apprenticeship 
in the plant of ex-Mayor Shanaman, of Reading, Mr. 
Reinert remained with the firm for a period of twenty- 
one years, and rose to large responsibilities in the organ- 
ization. Gaining broad experience and learning the oppor- 
tunities in this productive line of activity, Mr. Reinert 
engaged in business for himself. Locating at No. 1316 
Moss Street, he has already developed a business of large 
importance and his plant is equipped with the most ap- 
proved modern machinery for turning out brooms of 
excellent quality and in large quantity. Mr. Reinert is 4 
thorough-going business executive, and his success in 
this enterprise places him among the noteworthy men 
of his day in Reading. In public affairs he feels the 
deepest interest, although his individual endeavors largely 
command his time, and he holds independent convictions 
on political issues. His religious affiliation is with the 
Lutheran Church. 

John Franklin Reinert married, on June 10, 1911, 
Lenora Rebecca, daughter of John and Susan Graw. Mrs. 
Reinert died on December 25, 1921, leaving one daughter. 
Ruth S., born October 2, 1917. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON LEINBACH has been 
closely connected with the business line of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, for many years, and has been identified with 
three distinct fields of endeavor, in each of which he has 
He is well known today as a business 


been successful. 
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man of ability, energy and probity, these three attributes 
being prime requisites for success in any business. 

George Washington Leinbach was born February 22, 
1877, at Stony Creck Mills, Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
a son of Dallas and Elizabeth (Babb) Leinbach, both of 
whom are now deceased. The father, Dallas Leinbach, 
was for many years a well known hotel proprietor, and 
during the Civil War he gave distinguished service to the 
Union forces, serving for more than three years. George 
Washington Leinbach acquired his education in the public 
schools of Reading, and when his school days were finished 
he made the first step in his business career by becoming 
a traveling salesman for the Reading Standard Company, 
with which concern he remained until 1912. From 1912 
to 1916, inclusive, he served as treasurer and factory 
manager of -the Reading Cycle Manufacturing Company, 
of Reading, and during the latter year (1916) he engaged 
in the automobile painting business, in which he has been 
very successful and with which he is still identified. 

Politically, Mr. Leinbach has always given his support 
to the Republican Party, but has never aspired to public 
office holding. Fraternally he is an active member of 
Reading Lodge, No. 115, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks; and of the Sons of Veterans. His reli- 
gious affiliation is given to the Reformed Church. 

George Washington Leinbach married, at Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, September 21, 1897, Minnie May Schwartz, a 
daughter of Henry N. and Mary A. (Bickel) Schwartz. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leinbach are the parents of one child: 
Ruth Miriam, born March 22, 1899. The family residence 
is at No. 220 Clymer Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


ISAAC L. GRAEFF—The life record of Isaac L. 
Graeff, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is one of distinction 
and worthy achievement and that along eminently 
useful and progressive lines. He became one of the 
foremost building contractors in this city, and in 
his wide-reaching activities the people have felt his 
strong influence for good. His death, a few years 
ago, removed from the progress of Berks County one 
of the most able and efficient men in his field and one 
whose spirit of ever forward-looking endeavor was an 
inspiration to a‘. with whom he came in touch. His 
work reflected his breadth of mind and lofty ideals, 
and many fine structures now stand as monuments 
to his ability and devotion to duty. In the history of 
his achievements the city of Reading receives honor, 
and in his memory the people find a challenge to ever 
higher endeavor. 

The Graeff family originated in France, the name 
being originally De Graeff. The family in that 
country was one of distinction, both socially and in 
the business world. Jacob Graeff, the pioneer of this 
family in America, came to this country as a young 
man and became largely prosperous. He owned more 
than two hundred acres of fine farming land in Berks 
County, in Maiden Creek Township, where the entire 
period of his residence in America was spent. He wa3 
considered one of the wealthiest citizens in this town- 
ship, having left a large estate to his descendents. 
Jacob Graeff married Catharine Margaretha Kindt 
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-and died in 1841. 


and both now lie buried in St. Peter’s Churchyard 
in Richmond Township. He died in 1806. Their 
children were: 1. Abraham, who as the eldest son, 
inherited the homestead. 2, Sebastian. 3. John. 4. 
Jacob, of whom further. 5. Eva Maria, wife of Jacob 
Murria. 6. Elizabeth, wife of Adam Kindt. 7. Kath- 
erine, wife of Jacob Trowitz. 8. Rosina, wife of a 
Mr. Muller. 

Jacob Graeff, son of the pioneer, was born in 1762, 
Throughout his lifetime he was 
active in farming, and was the owner of one hundred 
and eighty acres of fine land near Gernand’s Church, 
in whose churchyard he was buried. Jacob Graeff 
married Rosina Adams, and they were the parents of 
the following children: 1. Jacob, of Maiden Creek 
Township, who was active as a farmer throughout 
his lifetime. 2. Daniel, who died single. 3. Samuel, 
of further mention. 4. John, also a farmer in the 
same township. 5. Isaac, who conducted the home- 
stead farm. 6. Solomon, who was engaged for many 
years in agriculture activities in Upper Tulpehocken 
Township. 7. Elizabeth, who died single. 8. Sallie, 
who was married, although record of her married 
name is unavailable. 

Samuel Graeff, son of Jacob and Rosina (Adams) 
Graeff, was born in Maiden Creek Township, No- 
vember 17, 1793, and died in Centre Township, Sep- 
tember 11, 1876. He was active on the homestead 
until his marriage, when he purchased the farm of one 
hundred and thirty-six acres at Belleman’s Church, 
which has since become the local cemetery. He built 
a substantial home in 1849 and was considered one 
of the largely influential and worthy men of the day. 
A consistent member of the Reformed Church, he 
was active as deacon and elder. Samuel Graeff mar- 
ried Elizabeth Stamm, who was born January 27, 
1797, and died September 26, 1877. She was a daugh- 
ter of Nicholas Stamm, and a member of a prominent 
family in this section. The children of Samuel and 
Elizabeth (Stamm) Graeff were: 1. Mary, who died 
early. 2. Benjamin, of Heidelberg Township. 3. 
Isaac S., mentioned below. 4. Catherine, wife of 
John Faust, of Reading. 5. Sarah, wife of Elias 
Kreider, of Bern Township. 6. Samuel, who was 
active in farming in Centre Township. 7. Anna 
Eliza, wife of John Haak. 

Isaac S. Graeff was born in Bern Township, Aug- 
ust 15, 1825, and lived to an advanced age. Devoting 
his entire career to farming activities, he was for many 
years a resident of the homestead, but in 1887 bought 
a farm of one hundred and twenty-four acres in 
Centre Township, where he spent his declining years. 
He was active until 1893, then his attention from that 
time until his death was turned to the interests of 
leisure and to civic and benevolent affairs which ap- 
peal to the progressive spirit. A Democrat by political 


-affiliation, he was prominent as school director for 


many years, although he cared little for public honors. 
His religious affiliation was with the Reformed 
Church, of which he was both deacon and elder. He 
married Mary A. Loose, daughter of Daniel Loose, 
of Centre Township, who was born September 2, 
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1830. Mr. and Mrs. Graeff were the parents of the 
following children: 1. Daniel, a resident of Centre 
Township. 2. Isaac L., of further mention. 3. Samuel 
L., of Reading. 4. Milton, a resident of Dauberville, 
Pennsylvania. 5. Adam, of Kansas. 6. Aaron, of 
Leesport, Pennsylvania. 7. Fred, of Kansas. 8. Cath- 
erine, wife of Frank Bucks. 9. Ella, wife of Howard 
Zerby. - 10. Sally, who became the wife of Levi 
Becker. 11. Ida, wife of Milton Tentschler. 12. 
Mary, wife of Samuel Mast. 13. Jacob, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Isaac L. Graeff, son of Isaac S. and Mary (A. 
(Loose) Graeff, was born in Centre Township, No- 
vember 21, 1853, and died at his home in Reading, 
April 30, 1921. As a young lad, Mr. Graeff attended 
the public’ schools of his native place, Squire Zerby 
having been his preceptor. His leisure hours were 
spent in work about the farm, but as a young man 
of nineteen years he turned away from agricultural 
activities, apprenticing himself to the painter’s trade. 
He has been a resident of Reading since the age 
mentioned, and four years after coming to this city 
he became active along carpentering and building 
lines. Employed by leading contractors of the city 
for some years, Mr. Graeff established himself inde- 
pendently in the spring of 1898, receiving his brother, 
Samuel L. Graeff, into partnership, under the firm 
name of Graeff Brothers. Their first contract was 
an important building in the plant of the Carpenter 
Steel Works, and from that beginning they went for- 
ward to. large and ever-increasing success. Resi- 
dences, institutions of learning, business and public 
structures, in fact practically every branch of building 
activity in the general realm of carpenter work, came 
within the scope of their progress, and as the leader 
of the organization Mr. Graeff became one of the 
foremost executives in this field in Berks County. 

Few other interests outside his business affairs 
claimed a share of his attention, and politically Mr. 
Graeff supported the Democratic Party, although ac- 
tive only as a progressive citizen. His religious affilia- 
tion was with the Reformed Church. Mr. Graeft’s 
death left a void in the city of Reading which will 
not soon be filled. He gave to his work such a spirit 
of forward-looking faith and dauntless courage that 
in all his usefulness his activities were inspiring to 
those about him, and his memory will be cherished 
by all with whom he came in touch. 

Isaac L. Graeff married Alice S. Winters, daughter 
of John R. and Amanda (Spotz) Winters, and their 
only daughter, Jennie V., became the wife of J. L. 
Moyer. Her death occurred January 7, 1919. Since 
the death of her husband, Mrs. Graeff has converted 
her home, at No. 462 Centre Avenue, into a three- 


family apartment, retaining the second apartment for 
her own use. 


THE HARTMAN FAMILY originated in the Rhine 
Country of Germany, and John Hartman came to America 
from Erbach, Odenwald, a rugged section rising between 


the Main and Neckar Rivers, not more than thirty miles ° 
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from Frankfort-on-the-Main. John Hartman settled in 
Exeter Township and was employed at the old Bishop 
Mill until he established his homestead at Temple, which is 
still in the possession cf certain members of the family 
His wife died childless and he married (second) Agnes 
Bleiler, widow of Jacob Bleiler, who bore him five chil- 
dren. He died October 18, 1786, and his wife died in April, 
1791, both having been buried in an old Reading cemetery, 
where Trinity Lutheran Church now stands. 

John Hartman, second son of John and Agnes 
(Bleiler) Hartman, was born in Exeter Township, June 23, 
1771, and was the only child mentioned as a minor in 
his father’s will, which was executed September 1, 1786. 
Fifteen years of age when his father died, he early felt 
the responsibilities of life and was active as a farmer 
during the greater part of his career on the homestead. 
He became an extensive land-owner, however, and held 
title to a number of farms, also valuable woodland. The 
Temple Hotel, originally called Solomon’s Temple, was 
also owned by this progressive and prosperous man. He 
married Sophia Mary Maurer, daughter of Frederick 
Maurer, and of their children six survived them. He died 
September 3, 1823, but she lived to an advanced age, 
passing away in 1852. 

Daniel Hartman, son of John and Sophia. Mary 
(Maurer) Hartman, was born in Alsace, now Muhlenberg, 
in the vicinity known as Temple at the Homestead farm, 
December 8, 1799, and died April 5, 1876. A man of 
outstanding characteristics, a seeker after knowledge and 
fearless in its quest, he traveled much for his day, going 
about usually on horseback. In this way he visited many 
points in Ohio and Indiana, even making trips to Canada 
and other regions then far distant. He lived successively 
in Chester County, Pennsylvania, and in what was then 
known as Maiden Creek, now Ontelaunee Township, Berks 
County, near Faust’s Mill. Thereafter residing in Muhlen- 
berg Township, he eventually bought a desirable property 
in Bern Township, later acquiring more extensive real 
estate. Daniel Hartman married, when thirty-seven years 
of age, Anna Ulrich, and they were the parents of six 
children. 

George C. Hartman, eldest child of Daniel and Anna 
(Ulrich) Hartman, was born at the family home, then 
in Maiden Creek Township, May 2, 1838, and was not 
yet three years of age when the family became permanent 
residents of Bern Township. Remaining on the home 
farm until about a year after his marriage, his father 
purchased for him a farm in Penn Township, but 
after living two years on that place, he returned to the 
homestead, and eventually bought the Hain farm in 
Bern Township. Mr. Hartman was active in the lime 
and coal business, as well as in agricultural affairs. In 
1898 he retired definitely, and although still retaining large 
property interests, he was nominally at leisure during the 
remaining years of his life. He died May 10, 1916, aged 
78 years. He was considered one of the intelligent and 
esteemed men of his community. He married, in 186?, 
Rebecca J. Leinbach, and’ they were the parents of eight 
children: John Daniel; George Washington; Irvin Henry; 
Franklin Oscar; Harrison Edwin; Winfield Leinbach; Mary 
Ann; and Carrie Jane. ; 

Irvin Henry Hartman, fourth child and third son 0! 
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George C. and Rebecca J. (Leinbach) Hartman, was born 
in Bern Township, near Epler’s Church, May 22, 1869. 
His boyhood was spent on the farm, but after attending 
the local district schools, he entered the Keystone State 
Normal School, at Kutztown and thereafter attended 
Palatinate College at Meyerstown. He taught in the pub- 
lic schools for five years and entered the University of 
Pennsylvania Medical School, from which he was gradu- 
ated in the class of 1895. 
dent physician at St. Joseph’s Hospital of Reading, then 
engaged in private practice in West Reading, where he 
continued until 1902. At that time he removed to No. 


- -137 South Fourth Street, in the city of Reading, and has 


since been professionally engaged in this city. Dr. Hart- 
man holds membership in the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, the Berks 
County Medical Society, and the Reading Medical Asso- 
ciation, and has for many years been a staff member of 
the Reading Hospital. 

Dr. Hartman is affiliated with the Masonic and Odd 
Fellows fraternities. His religious affiliation is with the 
Second Reformeod Church of Reading, Pennsylvania. 

On June 20, 1899, Irvin H. Hartman married Frances 
E. Moser, of Greenville, Pennsylvania, daughter of Jacob 
and Catherine Moser. Dr. and Mrs. Hartman are the 
parents of one child, Katharine Nella. 





WILLIAM G. KOHOUT-—lIn a widely-important, 
although but recently-recognized realm of advance, Wil- 
liam G. Kohout, of Reading, holds a prominent position 
in the progress of the day in Berks County. He is a 
forestry expert and authority, and in this particular 
branch of activity he is bearing a part which will mean 
increasingly more to the people as the years pass by. 
Of European nativity and training, Mr. Kohout has 
brought to American progress in this realm a breadth of 
knowledge which, added to his great natural ability, gives 
his every commission permanent and beneficent significance 
to American prosperity. Mr. Kohout is a son of John 
and Franciska Kohout, his father also in the same general 
line of endeavor throughout his lifetime, active as forest 
master and estate director. 

William G. Kohout was born in Czecho-Slovakia, March 
28, 1858. Following his elementary studies, he attended 
the Forest Academy of Tharand, in Saxony, then covered 
a comprehensive course at the University of Vienna, 
Austria. With this splendid preparation for his chosen 
life work, Mr. Kohout became active in Europe in the 
work of the estate forester, and did extensive reforestra- 
tion on many important and widely-famous German es- 
tates. Coming to America in the year 1892, Mr. Kohout 
established himself in the suburbs of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, and has developed a largely-prosperous interest 
in the growing of pine trees for forestration. He has 
in his nursery rows many varieties of pines and other 
evergreen trees, and is widely-sought in many parts of 
the United States both for forestry work and among his 
cotemporaries in the same field for consultation. He has 
done permanently-important forestry planting on many 
American estates, particularly throughout Pennsylvania 
and in the general region of Berks County. Exhaustively- 


For one year he served as resi-- 
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informed on soil problems and other phases of knowledge 
relevant to his work, Mr. Kohout builds for future gen- 
erations as well as for the immediate development of 
a science acknowledged to be one of the most important 
to national integrity and security. Mr. Kohout is affil- 
iated with few branches of organized endeavor, devoting 
his time largely to his work. During his younger days 
he served as first lieutenant in the Austrian Army. He is 
now a senior member of the Society of American Fores- 
ters, and a member of the American Forestry Association. 
He attends the German Lutheran Church. 

William G. Kohout married, in Austria; May 28, 1882, 
Vilma Katherine Cablk, daughter of Stephen and Vilma 
Cablk, and they are the parents of five children: John 
W., born May 12, 1884; Margarethe Gosh, born Jan- 
uary 16, 1886; Ella Smith, born May 2, 1888; Addison, 
born February 6, 1890; and Alfred, born March 22, 1892. 


IRA JAMES HAIN, M. D.—The people of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, have for many years felt fortunate 
in the worth and prominence of their physicians, and 
in Dr. Ira James Hain, a thoroughly representative 
member of the medical profession is recognized. Dr. 
Hain has done outstanding work in Reading and 
vicinity, and as one of the most progressive spirits 
in local professional advance he is considered a leader, 
and large responsibilities have been placed in his 
hands. He is now (1924) health officer of the city of 
Reading, and under his vigilance and tireless en- 
deavors the health conditions in this municipality are 
eminently satisfactory. Dr. Hain is a son of B. 
Frank and Amelia K. (Hertzog) Hain, the father a 
prominent carpenter and for more than a quarter of 
a century identified with the Reading Railroad. 

Ira James Hain was born in Robesonia, Pennsyl- 
vania, September 25, 1885. Following his elementary 
studies, he attended Reading High School, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1904, then for his 
liberal arts course entered Ursinus College at Col- 
legeville, Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated 
in the class of 1908. His professional preparations 
were made at the Medico-Chirurgical College, his 
graduation occurring in 1912. Dr. Hain gained his 
institutional experience in Reading, serving as resi- 
dent physician of St. Joseph’s Hospital, from July, 
1912, until July, 1913, and acting in a similar ca- 
pacity at the Municipal Hospital from October of the 
latter year until April, 1914. This period at the 
Municipal Hospital covered the historic smallpox 
epidemic, and since the successful stamping out of 
that dreadful disease, Dr. Hain has been identified 
with the Reading Bureau of Health. From April, 
1914, until January 1, 1920, he served as assistant 
health officer and from the latter date until the pres- 
ent time has been active as the head of the depart- 
ment. Giving to this vital branch of the city govern- 
ment his most earnest and tireless endeavors, Dr. 
Hain has been a force of definite significance in the 
organization from the time of his first identification 
with it. Since taking the leading office he has done 
important and permanently constructive work in the 
department and his work is acknowledged among his 
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associates and cotemporaries as of large usefulness. 
During the World. War, Dr. Hain served as examin- 
ing physician in connection with the work of the 
Draft Board, and in every phase of professional ad- 
vance he endorses worthy endeavor of every nature. 
Dr. Hain is fraternally affiliated with the various 
bodies of the Masonic Order, including Reading Con- 
sistory. He is also a member of Rajah Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the. Mystic Shrine; 
and Lodge No. 115, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, of Reading. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican, Berks County and Reading Medical associations, 
and the American Public Health Association. His 
religious affiliation is with St. Mark's Reformed 
Church, of Reading. 

Ira James Hain married, June 27, 1912, at Phila- 
delphia, Bertha B. Young, daughter of DeWitt and 
Hattie Young. Dr. and Mrs. Hain are the parents 
of two children: 1. Marion Louise, born July 3, 1918. 
2. Ira James, Jr., born February 3, 1920. The family 
residence is at No. 1603 North Eleventh Street, 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 





HENRY M. MAYER—One of the most remarkable 
careers in Pennsylvania has been that of Henry M. Mayer, 
of Reading, who began as a barberSs apprentice at the 
age of fourteen, and is today a. police magistrate and a 
netary public. A Democrat, Magistrate Mayer began 
early in life to participate in politics and in the civic 
affairs of Reading, his native city. He was elected alder- 
man of the city, and after serving three terms of six 
years each was appointed a police judge with arraignment 
jurisdiction. 

Henry M. Mayer was born in Reading, September 6, 
1877, in the first brick house built on what was then 
called Kissinger Street, today Schuylkill Avenue. He 
was educated in the Hockley-Schuylkill Avenues grade 
school and in St. Paul’s Parochial School, remaining in 
the latter institution until he was twelve years old. At 
fourteen he apprenticed himself to a barber, learned the 
trade, and was for twenty-five years a journeyman barber 
and in business for himself. He began devoting himself 
to the affairs of his city while a young man, affiliating 
himself with the Democratic Party, and became alderman 
from the Twelfth Ward, holding that post for eighteen 
years, or three terms of six years each. He was later 
appointed police magistrate, simultaneously becoming a 
notary public, and he still serves in both capacities. He 
is notary to the Northeastern Trust Company. of Reading. 
Active in fraternal circles, he is a member of the Bavar- 
ians Beneficial Society; Reading Society of Twentieth 
Century Quakers; Fraternal Order of Eagles; Reading 
Lodge, Loyal Order of Moose; Hamden Fire Company; 
Volunteer Firemen’s Relief Association; Reading Council, 
Knights of Columbus. He was the former secretary of 
the Knights of St. John; also served as secretary, finan- 
cial and recording, of Columbus Commandery, service 
covering a period of about fifteen years. He belongs to 
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Reading. 

Magistrate Mayer married Catherine Pillmeier, daughter 
of Joseph and Mary Pillmeier, in Reading, May 2, 1899. 
Of their eight children, six are living: Catherine, born 
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February 19, 1900, died a year later; Henry J., born . 
November 24, 1901; Marie A., born May 11, 1904; 

Carrie, born November 11, 1907; Paul J., born December 

5, 1909; Carl A., born May 9, 1912; John, born May 9, 

1912, passed away several years age; Rosie M., born April 
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ISAAC HIESTER—To the people of Reading, Isaac 
Hiester stood as a representative of the highest type of 
citizenship, and in his useful life, which was all too 
early closed by the hand of death, the municipality realized 
great benefit, not only from his worthy activities, but 
from the inspiration toward higher endeavor which radi- 
ated from his personality. The profession of law engaged 
his attention from the time of his youth and his ability 
in his chosen field was universally recognized by all who 
were familiar with his progress. A man of brilliant men- 
tality and the capacity for following relentlessly a reason- 
able promise and reaching a logical conclusion, Mr. Hies- 
ter became one of those legal practitioners whose strength 
was feared by his opponents and heavily relied upon by 
his clients. Practicing before all courts of the State, and 
holding the highest esteem and admiration of his con- 
temporaries in professional advance, Mr. Hiester was 
a leader of progressive effort and in his distinguished 
position as president of the Berks County Bar Association, 
his every success carried his influence to wider and more 
vital significance in the progress of his day. Life had 
endowed him so generously and he had bent his talents to 
such excellent and worthy purpose that his comparatively 
early death was a deep sorrow to his colleagues, who felt 
indeed that the people were bereaved in his loss. 

The Hiester family, from the pioneer down to the pres- 
ent time, has given to the world men of large usefulness 
and rare abilities. Its origin is very ancient, the family 
having been in Silesia at a very early time. Even in 
remote generations the hardihood and progressiveness of 
the family was definitely evident, for from that country 
they migrated to various lands, establishing the name in 
Austria, Switzerland, Bavaria and Saxony, and also in 
other countries of the Rhine Valley. From Wittgenstein, 
in Westphalia, three brothers, Daniel, John and Joseph 
Hiester, came to America early in the eighteenth century. 
They settled in what is now known as Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania, then called Goshenhoppen, and 
their permanent residence, however, was made in the 
city of Philadelphia. Daniel Hiester bought a farm prop- 
erty more or less highly developed, but as the brothers 
became more determined upon permanent settlement in 
this section, they united in the purchase of some 2,000 
acres of land from the Proprietary Government in what 
is now Berks County. This land was in Bern Township, 
and while Daniel Hiester remained in the first location. 
John and Joseph Hiester became the leading citizens of 
this section. In the early generations they were active 
in farming, and coming as they had from a country ower 

ridden by the hardships of a monarchial government, 
they were the early leaders of the patriots of Revolu- 
tionary times. They became active among the associa- 
tors under the leadership of two brigadier generals, whom 
they elected on the day the Declaration of Independence 
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was signed. Their participation in the campaigns of the 
states adjoining Pennsylvania and the operations in the 
southern counties of this State did much for the cause 
of the Colonies. 

Daniel Hiester, the eldest son of Daniel Hiester, the 
pioneer, was commissioned colonel, as was also his next 
younger brother, John, while his brother, Gabriel, was 
made a major. William Hiester, the youngest son, was 
also enrolled for service but, following one campaign, he 
was returned to care for his aged parents as he was still 
only a young lad. The mother of these sons was Cath- 
erine (Schuler) Hiester, who was born in Bern Town- 
ship, June 17, 1849. 

In these early generations all men of the Hiester fam- 
ily stood-out, like heroic figures in bas-relief, in the 
history. of their time. Joseph Hiester, only son of John 
Hiester, became one of Pennsylvania’s early Governors, 
while his record of brilliant service in the Revolutionary 
War is a matter of history. General Daniel Hiester rep- 
resented Berks County in Congress as the first emissary 
sent from this county, under the present Constitution. 
After his later removal to the State of Maryland, he was 
repeatedly elected to Congress from various districts of 
that State. Other members of the family were prominent 
in legislative bodies of State and National conventions of 
grave import, and General John Hiester was also a Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania for several terms. 

William Hiester, youngest son of Daniel and Catherine 
(Schuler) Hiester, following his Revolutionary War ser- 
vice cared for his aged and infirm parents during their 
declining years, and became one of the leading members of 
the community. 

Dr. Isaac Hiester, son of William Hiester and the third 
generation in direct descent form the pioneer, was born 
in Bern Township, in the vicinity of Bern Church, June 
22, 1785. His educational opportunities were the best 
the time afforded, and although the history of medical 
science has made great strides since that age, his prepara- 
tions at the University of Pennsylvania gave him the 
finest possible equipment for his work. For five years 
he served as attending physician at the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital in Philadelphia, then he opened his offices in Read- 
ing and practiced in that city until his death in 1855. 
His immediate success as a medical ‘practitioner gave him 
large local importance, but this by no means bounded 
the scope of his work. He was a man who approached 
every duty from a constructive angle, and with the giit 
for expression his writings on medical topics became of 
permanent interest and value to the profession. He wrote 
a considerable number of authorative articles on various 
diseases, which were received with broad appreciation 
by the profession and which accomplished permanent 
and definite good. It has been said of this physician in 
a former history of this county: 

Dr. Hiester manifested great interest in local affairs, 
whether of a medical or a financial, industrial, literary 
and scieintific nature, and his superior character ex- 
erted a powerful influence in the successful develop- 
ment of Reading during its really formative period for 


forty years from the close of our war with England 
(1812 to 1815). 


Dr. Hiester was elected the first president of the Berks 
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County Medical Society upon its organization in 1824, and 
his address was valued so highly that it was given per- 
menent place in the local annals in “Rupp’s History of 
Berks County” (1884). He was a leader in all advance 
effort, particularly encouraging railway development, and 
bearing an enthusiastic part in the founding of the ori- 
ginal water supply of Reading, also in the installation 
of gas lighting. He was instrumental in the founding 
of Reading Academy and that honored contemporary, 
Charles Evans, Esq., chose Dr. Hiester as-a member of 
the first board of trustees of the cemetery, which Mr. 
Evans founded and which still bears his name. 

Dr. Isaac Hiester married, in 1810, Esther Muhlenberg, 
daughter of General Peter Muhlenberg, a distinguished 
soldier of the Revolutionary War, and their children 
were William M., of whom further; Peter M.; Anna M.; 
wife of the Hon J. Pringle Jones, Berks County Judge 
from 1851 to 1861; and Frank M. 





GEORGE W. DELANY—In the world of industry 
the name of George W. Delany stands for progress 
along the line of railway and iron industrial executive 
work. Mr. Delany is interested in and affiliated with 
many branches of organized endeavor of one kind or 
another, and in his tireless endeavor and wide use- 
fulness the people of his day have acknowledged his 
worth. His cordial support of every worthy activity 
is commended by all. Mr. Delany 1s descended from 
worthy ancestry of Ireland, France and Germany, 
various lines having been for many generations in this 
country. Henry Delany, his father, was born in New 
York City, but later in life went to Philadelphia, 
where he was active as a shoe dealer throughout the 
remaining years of his life. His death occurred in 
that city, in January, 1904, at the age of seventy-two 
years. Henry Delany married Johanna Houck, daugh- 
ter of William H. Houck, and a descendant of early 
pioneer stock in this region. Mrs. Delany’s father 
was a manufacturing saddler of Easton, Pennsylvania. 
They were the parents of ten children, of whom 
George W. was the oldest, and of whom six are now 
(1924) living. 

George W. Delany was born in Philadelphia, Aug- 
ust 10, 1860. His education was received in the local 
public schools, and as a young man he became iden- 
tified with the Reading Railway in the capacity ot 
clerk. His responsibilities, however, were more than 
ordinary, and his worth was early recognized, for 
before he had been with the concern for any great 
length of time he was appointed private secretary to 
George de B. Keim, president of the road. He later 
filled the same responsibilities under Franklin B. 
Gowen, who also for some years was president of this 
railroad. In January, 1890, Mr. Delany came to 
Reading to serve in the same capacity under the late 
George F. Baer, who from 1901 to 1914 filled the 
same responsible office at the head of this great 
system. Mr. Delany remained as Mr. Baer’s secretary 
until October, 1900, when he was transferred to an 
affiliated interest, the Reading Iron Company. He 
was elected secretary of this concern at that time 
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and has since been active in this office without in- 
terruption. His participation in the advance of the 
organization, founded as it was upon a close and 
intimate familiarity with the history and general 
activities of the interest, has been of more than pass- 
ing importance to the corporation and to the great 
number of people who find in its employ the means 
of maintenance. The concern now engages the ser- 
vices regularly of fully 7,000 men in the various 
plants which are in operation in different parts of the 
State of Pennsylvania. Mr. Delany is prominent in 
the general advance as a thoroughgoing Democrat, 
although never a seeker after the honors of office. 
He is secretary of the Deer Park Land Company, 
and for a considerable period has served the Berk- 
shire Country Club as secretary and treasurer, and 
he is also a director of this organization. He is 
affiliated with the First Presbyterian Church. 

George W. Delany married, April 14, 1891, May B. 
Rothenhausler, daughter of J. N. Rothenhausler, her 
father a wholesale dealer in glass and crockeryware, of 
Philadelphia. Mr. and Mrs. Delany are the parents of 
three children: 1. Katharine B., wife of J. Kennedy 
Spafford, of Erie. 2. Josephine, at home. 3. George 
W., Jr., now attending Franklin and Marshall College. 





JOHN HOWARD FRITZ-—In the work in which 
John Howard Fritz is engaged the people are deriving 
large, and definite benefit, and Mr. Fritz stands among 
the leaders in plumbing and heating installation in Berks 
County. ‘His work is meeting the needs of a large group 
of people, both individuals and industrial organizations, 
and in his conscientious and progressive manner of meet- 
ing his obligations the advance of the community is 
promoted. Mr. Fritz is a native of Berks County, and 
a son of John L. and Anna K. (Kurtz) Fritz, his father 
a blacksmith by trade and for many years active in this 
line of endeavor. 

John Howard (J. Howard) Fritz was born in Shilling- 
ton, Berks County, Pennsylvania, April 30, 1875. Re- 
ceiving his education in the public schools, and thereby 
gaining a practical foundation for his career, he began 
to learn his present trade at the age of thirteen years. 
For a number of years after the completion of his ap- 
prenticeship, Mr. Fritz was employed in different concerns 
of importance in this section, and in 1903 established 
his own business in Reading. He has now for twenty- 
one years been active here, during the greater part of 
the time at No. 707 Walnut Street, but his new location 
is at Elm and Church streets, on the rear of the lot on 
which his house stands. Durihg the early years of his 
individual experience he handled general commissions of 
every nature, but for many years now he has specialized 
in plumbing and heating contracts for handsome individ- 
ual residences, for some of the most important public 
institutions and improvements in the city, and factory 
plants. He is acknowledged as a man highly skilled in 
his field, and as a business executive is considered thor- 
oughly-efficient and up-to-date. His work is contributing 
largely to the general health and welfare. 

Mr, Fritz is a Republican by political affiliation, but 
never interested in the honors of office. He is a member 
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of the Reading Chamber of Commerce; the Master 
Plumbers’ Association; and the Building and Contractors’ 
Association of Reading. He is fraternally identified with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Ancient 
and Illustrious Order of the Knights of Malta, and the 
Loyal Order of Moose. His club membership is with 


the Reading Auto Club. Mr. Fritz attends Grace 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
John Howard Fritz married, January 2, 1893, in 


Reading, Hattie May Rhoads, daughter of Edward and 
Luzetta (Fultz) Rhoads, and they are the parents of 
four children: Violet, J. Howard, Samuel, Dorothy. The 
family resides at No. 520 Elm Street, Reading. 


CALVIN RUTH—The usefulness of Calvin Ruth, 
of Wyomissing, is a matter of general recognition, and 
in his success as one of the most important coal dealers 
of this city, Mr. Ruth is bearing a worthy and prom- 
inent part in the general welfare. His entire career has 
been one of practical activities, and in meeting respon- 
sibility he has given to the world a commendable record 
of achievement. 

(I) The Ruth family is one of importance in Pennsyl- 
vania, and both in Lancaster County and Berks County 
it has been well known for many generations. The first 
positive record is of Peter Ruth, a prosperous farmer of 
Heidelberg, whose interests were on the Cacoosing River. 
With his wife Catherine he held a leading position in 
the social and general interests of the vicinity, and his 
death occurred in September, 1771. Their fourteen chil- 
dren were as follows: Michael, Jacob, Christian, Peter, 
George, John, Henry, Francis, of whom. further, Catherine, 
Mary, Barbara, Eve, Magdalena, Margaret. 

(II) Francis Ruth, son of Peter and Catherine Ruth, 
was also a man of worth and integrity, and his wife’s 
Christian name was Elizabeth. They were the parents of 
eleven children: Elizabeth, deceased; John, deceased; 
Henry, deceased; Christian, of whom further; Catherine; 
Magdalena; Isaac; Mary, deceased; Jacob, deceased; 
Peter, deceased; and Rebecca. 

(III) Christian Ruth, fourth child and third son of 
Francis and Elizabeth Ruth, was born April 20, 1781, 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, and in his youth became 
a resident of Lancaster County, settling near Denver, 
where he conducted farming operations throughout his 
remaining lifetime. He married (first) a young woman 
named Kurtz, and their six children were: Peter, Mary, 
Henry, Elizabeth; Francis, of whom further, and Caroline. 
He married (second) Susanna Ludwig, and their four chil- 
dren were: Nathan, John, Jacob, and Catherine. He 
died in 1847. 

(IV) Francis Ruth, fifth child and third son of Chris- 
tian and (Kurtz) Ruth, was born in East Cocalico 
Township in 1815, and died in 1899 in Berks County. 
Reared in his native section, he became 2 prominent 
farmer there, and in 1860, when still in the prime of 
life, became a resident of Berks County. He married 
Magdalena Gehret, and their children were: Isaac, who 
married Mary Holl; Elizabeth, wife of John Dundore; 

Harriet, wile of John Baer; Susanna, wife of Adam 
Emigh; Magdalena, wife of Aaron Gaul; Peter, who mar- 
ried Annie Ebling; John, who married Anna Zerr; Aman- 
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da, wife of John E. Moyer; Francis, who married Sarah 

Gehret; Jacob, of whom further; Sarah, wife of Lewis 

KE. Spohn; Edwin C., who married Emma Moyer; Caro- 

lina, wife of James Shoup; and Henry, Ezrom and 

Reuben, who died at an early date. 

(V). Jacob Ruth, son of Francis and Magdalena 
(Gehret) Ruth, was born in East Cocalico, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, October 20, 1853, and lived to 
enjoy the fruits of his labors as a large farmer. Reared 
in the traditions of agriculture, he came to Berks County 
and settled in Heidelberg Township, where he became 
largely prosperous. His prominence brought him more 
or Jess closely in touch with public affairs, and for many 
years he served as school director and treasurer of the 
School Board. He was also made the first treasurer of 
the Borough of Wyomissing at the time of its organiza- 
tion, and throughout his mature lifetime he was a con- 
sistent member of the Reformed Church, of which he 
was both deacon and elder. Jacob Ruth married, in 
1873, H. M. Catharine Hain, daughter of Adam L. and 
Hannah (Gaul) Hain, prominent residents of Marion 
Township. She was born July 20, 1854, and died May 
28, 1902, leaving four children: 1. Eva K. 2. Twin sister 
of Eva K., who died in infancy. 3. Adam P., for many 
years identified with the Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing in Washington, District of Columbia; married Cadella 
Jarvis, their two children being, Catherine and Dorothy R. 
4. Calvin, of whom further. 

(VI) Calvin Ruth, son of Jacob and H. M. Catharine 
(Hain) Ruth, was born in Lower Heidelberg Township, 
October 19, 1877. His education was received in the 
public schools and higher institutions in Heidelberg and 
Lower Heidelberg townships, and he was active on the 
farm until 1903, when he located in Wyomissing and 
established a coal business. Purchasing the business of 
William E, Sheidy, Mr. Ruth made extensive improve- 
ments and alterations in the coal yard now existing, and 
also built his new residence in the same vicinity. The 
business prospered largely under his management, and he 
has, by his strict integrity and fair dealing, developed a 
very important trade. He meets the requirements of an 
extensive round of customers in Reading and Shillington, 
also in other suburban sections, as well as in Wyomissing. 
Mr. Ruth is a prominent member of Wernersville Lodge, 
No. 835, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is iden- 
tified with Hain’s Reformed Church: 

Mr. Ruth married Ellen Haag, daughter of John H. 
and Emma Elizabeth (Becker) Haag, and they have five 
children: Anna Irene, Jacob Calvin, John Francis and 
Emma Elizabeth (twins), all of whom are attending 
school; and James A., at home. 


HARRY A. SPATZ—Along the lines of electrical 
service and installation, Harry A. Spatz has spent his 
entire career thus far, and for the past seven years has 
been at the head of an interest as an automobile elec- 
triclan and battery specialist. Mr. Spatz is counted among 
the thoroughly progressive business executives of the day 
in Reading, and is a son of John W. and Lillie (Ahrens) 
Spatz, long-esteemed residents of Berks County. 

Harry A. Spatz was born in Exeter Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, March 13, 1887. His education 


was begun in the public schools of Pottstown, and he 
later attended the Reading public schools, continued to 
the higher grades, and was graduated from Fleetwood 
High School in the class of 1903. During the early years 
of his career, Mr. Spatz was active in telephone work and 
served as the first Consolidated operated at Fleetwood, 
Remaining with the Consolidated interests for a consider- 
able period, Mr. Spatz was in charge of the installation 
of telephones for three years, then identified. himself with 
the Bell Telephone Company as cableman’s helper. Re- 
maining thereafter as night wire chief and assistant wire 
chief, Mr. Spatz was altogether with the Bell interests for 
a period of eight years. He then entered the business 
world as an independent executive in the field of auto- 
mobile electrical work and its allied activities. With 
headquarters at Nos. 108-110 Plum Street, he is doing a 
large and constantly-increasing business. In addition to 
a general line of automobile electrician work, he is 
making his name one of large importance as a battery 
specialist and operates a very complete battery service, 
distributing the U.S.L. storage battery. He also repairs 
magnetos and handles any work of this general nature. 

During the World War, Mr. Spatz was widely-useful 
in the activities on this side the Atlantic. He enlisted 
for the aviation service and was attached to the 87th 
Squadron at Parkfield, Tennessee, in charge of the magneto 
and carburetor departments. Fraternally, Mr. Spatz is 
affiliated with Isaac Hiester Lodge, No. 660, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Reading Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite; Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the Liberty Fire 
Company and the Reading Volunteer Firemen’s Associa- 
tion. His religious affiliation is with the First Reformed 
Church. 

Harry A. Spatz married Dr. Sara Anderson, D.D.S., 
daughter of Mathias and Anna Rebecca (Zimmerman) 
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Spatz are the parents of one 
son, Harry, born February 13, 1914. 


PETER LEVI SCHOLL—Prominently identified 
with present day advance in Berks County is Peter Levi 
Scholl, whose usefulness is a matter of general recog- 
nition, and whose long connection with local interests gives 
his name more than passing significance to the people. 
As superintendent of the Charles Evan’s Cemetery, of 
Reading, Mr. Scholl holds a position of large trust, and 
for his faithful discharge of his duties in this connection 
the people hold him in the highest esteem and confidence. 
Business interests have commanded his attention from 
time to time, but in his present work he is meeting 
very special and important needs of the people. He 
has devoted his entire career to useful and worthy en- 
deavors, and is numbered among the thoroughly represen- 
tative men of this section. 

The Scholl family is one of importance in Berks Coun- 
ty, the pioneer in this section having been George Scholl, 
who settled near Stouchsburg, not long prior to 1727. 
George Scholl was closely associated with Conrad Weiser, 
whose brilliant and devoted career forms one of the most 
famous chapters of early progress in Berks County. 
Authentic records state that George Scholl made the 
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motion for the erection of a church edifice at the first 
Lutheran vestry held in this county. The building was 


constructed of logs like the simple domiciles of the time 


and was named Reed’s Church, from the citizen who 
presented the site. 

Peter Scholl, a direct descendent of George Scholl, was 
a prominent farmer of Stouchsburg. 

John Adam Scholl, his son, was a miller. He married 
Amelia Matilda Zartman, eldest child of Levi Zartman, 
this family being early settlers of Bricherville, Lancaster 


County, Pennsylvania. The earliest member of this fam- 


ily in America was Alexander Zartman, who landed in 
Philadelphia, August 31, 1731, and Amelia Matilda Zart- 
man was the fifth generation in descent, the line coming 
down through Alexander, second; son of the pioneer; 
Alexander, third; his son Jacob; and his son, Levi, who 
was the father of Amelia Matilda Zartman. John and 
Amelia Matilda (Zartman) Scholl were the parents of 
four children: Peter Levi, of further mention; Edward Z., 
Sarah E., wife of Walter Jones; and Emma R., wife of 
Ezra G. Reist. 

Peter Levi Scholl was born March 8, 1876, in Womels- 
dorf, Pennsylvania. Following his public school atten- 
dance, he entered Stoner’s Business College in Reading, 
from which he was graduated in due course. Early 
identified with commercial activities, Mr. Schoil later 
entered the contracting field with A. M. Weand, of Read- 


‘ing, who was recognized as a leading engineer of his 


day for the construction of difficult foundations and 
under ,water work; and was interested in the construction 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge crossing the Potomac 
River at Washington, District of Columbia; Hartford 
Bridge, Hartford, Connecticut; and many other projects 
along the Atlantic Coast. In the above activities, Mr. Scholl! 
became naturally more or less closely familiar with the 
general interests of the civic body and its people. In 
the year 1919, when the Charles Evans Cemetery was 
in need of a capable executive and superintendent, he 
was the choice of the board of trustees and accepted his 
present office in this connection. Under his regime the 
cemetery has been constantly improved and beautified, 
while the regular duties involved in its proper care have 
been directed with marked efficiency and to the gratifica- 
tion of all concerned. In other affairs of general interest, 
Mr. Scholl keeps in touch with current advance, and 
politically supports the Democratic Party, although never 
a candidate for official honors. As a young man, from 
1895 until 1898, he served as a member of the National 
Guard of the State of Pennsylvania, belonging to Com- 
pany A, 4th Regiment. He volunteered for service in 
the Spanish-American War and saw action in the Porto 
Rican campaign. He holds few affiliations with organ- 
ized advance, but is an active member ot Trinity Luth- 
eran Church, serving as a vestryman at the present time. 

Peter Levi Scholl married, in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
February 25, 1915, Emma E. Haas, daughter of John B. 
and Sarah (De Weese) Haas, and they are the parents of 
two children: Anna Carolyn, born December 7, 1916; 
and John Peter, born January 4, 1920. 


JAMES A. GOODHART—In automobile circles 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, James A. Goodhart is 





recognized as a thoroughgoing and efficient man in his 
chosen line of activity, which is painting and lettering. 
Mr. Goodhart has long been active in this general field, 
and with the introduction and wide popularity of the 
automobile he applied his talents to motor car work. 
His practical attitude toward business affairs, and his 
able handling of the commissions which have been placed 
in his hands, have given him wide note in this section, 
and in his position as a progressive citizen, as well as 
in the business world, he is esteemed and honored by 
all who are familiar with his usefulness. Mr. Goodhart 
is a son of John S. and Mary (Ernes) Goodhart, his 
father a prominent farmer of Fritztown, Berks County. 

James A. Goodhart was born in Fritztown, December 
16, 1886. Receiving his early education in the local pub- 
lic schools, he learned the painter’s trade after his school 
attendance was completed, entering upon his apprentice- 
ship at the age of sixteen years. Mr. Goodhart estab- 
lished himself in business in West Reading after some 
years of experience along general lines of painting. In 
turning his attention to automobile work, he showed his 
progressive spirit, and the importance of automobile ac- 
tivity in every branch, and his success, has well vindicated 
his choice. The growth of the business was such that 
he was compelled to expand his headquarters after a few 
years, and in 1921 he built his present fine plant at No. 
534 Franklin Street, West Reading. This structure covers 
a ground area of 50x50 feet and comprises one of the 
well patronized and popular enterprises of its kind in 
this part of the county. Mr. Goodhart is gifted with 
marked artistic taste, as well as great skill of hand, and 
he is considered one of the thoroughly dependable men 
in his field. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Denver 
Castle, No. 205, Knights of the Golden Eagle; Neversink 
Tribe, Improved Order of Red Men, of Reading; and he 
is a member of West Reading Fire Company, No. 1, and 
the Quoiting Club, of West Reading. 

James A. Goodhart married, in 1912, in Allentown, 
Rebecca Fasnacht, daughter of Urias and Susanna Fas- 
nacht. 





CHARLES M. STONER —Prominently identified 
with present day advance in Reading, Pennsylvania, as 
assistant chief of the Reading Fire Department, Charles 
M. Stoner has for many years also been connected with 
the business progress of the community, and is one of 
the forward looking young men of Berks County. He 
is a son of Martin and Angeline (Sweigert) Stoner, the 
father a native of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and 
a stone mason by occupation. 

Charles M. Stoner was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
August 14, 1888. Receiving a practical education in the 
local public schools, he early entered the business world, 
securing a position in the employ of the National Biscuit 
Company at their Reading headquarters. Remaining for 
three years, he then became identified with Dives, Pome- 
roy & Stewart, a leading department store of Reading, 
where he remained for about one year. He then went 
over to the Sternberg Steel Company, of Reading, re- 
maining for two years, and in 1907 first became associated 
with the Reading Fire Department. At that time he ac- 
cepted the position of driver of the Neversink Fire Com- 
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pany, and devoted his entire attention to this work until 
the year 1910. He then became financially interested in 
the Standard Paper Box Manufacturing Company, of 
Reading, and this affiliation continues at the present time. 
His association with the fire department has also con- 
tinued through the years, Mr. Stoner serving as fireman 
until the year 1920, when he was elected assistant chief 
under Chief Niethammer, who still stands at the head of 
the department. Mr. Stoner has fulfilled the duties of 
his position efficiently and well, and commands the es- 
teem and confidence not only of those who are associated 
with him in the department, but ef the people generally. 
He served on the housing and entertaining committee oi 
the Firemen’s One Hundred and Fiitieth Anniversary, 
also the City’s One Hundred and Seventy-Fiith Anniver- 
sary. Fraternally, Mr. Stoner is affiliated with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and he is a 
member of the Pennsylvania State Firemen’s Association, 
also the Berks County, Reading Veteran and Veteran 
Firemen’s associations, the Neversink Fire Company, a 
contributing member of the Keystone Fire Company, 
Neversink Uniform Rank Association, Keystone Fire 
Chiefs’ Association and Neversink Home Association. He 
is a member of Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

Charles M. Stoner married, at Reading, Pennsylvania, 
September 22, 1908, Mary McCall, daughter of Felix 
-and Jane (Argue) McCall, and they have one daughter, 
Violet Gertrude, born April 15, 1912, now a student at 
the Junior High School. 





AARON YOCOM—In the life history of Aaron 
Yocom, of Reading, may be found an example of the 
progressive, forward-looking business executive. 
thoroughly representative of that type of worthy 
citizenship upon which the prosperity of Berks 
County has been built. Born on the farm and reared 
in the surroundings of thrift and industry, governed 
by common sense, and inspired by lofty ideals, the 
boyhood and youth of Aaron Yocom were well cal- 
culated to lead him forward to ever wider and more 
definite usefulness. In his natural business ability, 
was found the determining influence of his career 
and in his long activity in merchandising affairs in 
Reading, his usefulness was clearly demonstrated. He 
may be counted in all fairness among the worthy and 
distinguished citizens who have made Reading and 
Berks County what they are today. 

The Yocom family originated in Sweden. Late in 
the seventeenth century a group of progressive 
men left that country, crossed the Atlantic and settled 
in Wissahickon, in the vicinity of Philadelphia. 
Among these settlers three brothers, named Yocum, 
established themselves on the eastern bank of the 
Schuylkill River, near the hamlet of Douglassville, 
in Berks County. Surveys were made October. 21, 
1701, and patents for various lands were issued to 
the brothers between 1704 and 1705. Perhaps no 
name in this section has been spelled in a greater 
variety of styles than this one, for it has come down 
in history variously as Jocum, Yocomb, Yokham, 
Yocom, Yocum, and Yokom. 
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Nicholas Yocum, or Yocom, was born in Oley 
Township, September 3, 1776, and as a youth removed 
to Lancaster County where he learned the manufac- 
ture of gun barrels. When he reached mature age 
and desired to establish himself in an independent 
enterprise, he settled in Cumru Township inthis 
County, purchasing the old Seidel forge. There he 
began at the beginning, as it might be expressed, 
preparing his own ore for conversion into iron and 
forging his own iron for the manufacture of gun 
barrels. He became largely prosperous, making very 
considerable sums of money in his industrial enter- 
prise, but it is said that “he was of so generous and 
sympathetic a disposition, that he was remembered 
for his benefactions rather than his wealth, and many 
were the men in financial straits whom he helped.” 
Of large stature and commanding presence, he held 
the admiration as well as the esteem of the com- 
munity and was considered one of the most note- 
worthy men of his day in this section. He lived to 
the age of eighty years and past, his death occurring 
April 23, 1857. He married Catherine Lorah on 
March 14, 1801. She was born October 2, 1783, and 
died February 13, 1851. They were the parents of 
four sons: George; Daniel; Moses; and Samuel. 

George Yocom, eldest of these sons, was born in 
Cumru Township, October 3, 1803. He became an 
expert iron worker and united with his father in the 
purchase of the old Spohn estate in Lower Heidelberg 
Township, a fine farm of one hundred and one acres 
which is said to have contained “the best land in the 
County.” On this property George Yocom became 
largely prosperous, conducting agricultural operations 
of importance and continuing active until his son Ben- 
jamin was given charge of the farm. Mr. Yocom 
himself then removed to Sinking Spring, where he 
lived in retirement until his death on August 17, 
1881. George Yocom married Catharine Hemmig, 
born December 23, 1805, died April 24, 1874, daughter 
of John and Susanna Hemmig. The children of 
George and Catharine (Hemmig) Yocom, were: Wil- 
liam, now deceased; Aaron, of further mention; Sarah, 
wife of Frederick Graeff; Amanda; Amos; Benjamin; 
Lizzie, wife of Aaron Fox; and Anna, wife of Reuben 
Beecher. 

Aaron Yocom, second child and second son of 
George and Catharine (Hemmig) Yocom, was born 
on the home farm at Sinking Spring, April 21, 1831. 
Reared on the farm and educated in the local schools, 
he became interested in mercantile pursuits as a 
young man and was active for some time in Sinking 
Spring. Coming to Reading in 1871, Mr. Yocom 
purchased property on North 8th Street where he 
built a flour mill and became one of the most prom- 
inent four merchants of his day. He was one of the 
pioneers in the manufacture and distribution oi flour 
in this section and early built an extensive ware- 
house. Not only along retail lines, but in the whole- 
sale field as well, Mr. Yocom became widely known 
in flour distribution and his prominence counted 
strongly for the general welfare and progress. With 
the passing of the years and wider opportunities of 
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development and progress, Mr. Yocom added to his 
interest a coal business which became equally suc- 
cessful, so far as the retail distribution of this com- 
modity was concerned. This business he always 
confined to the retail branch and through his uniform 
courtesy and practical business ability, he won a high 
position in the regard and esteem of his cotemporaries, 
both in business affairs and throughout the com- 
munity generally. After Mr. Yocom’s death which 
occurred October 18, 1904, his sons and daughters com- 
tinued the business until November 1921, when they 
sold out to Sauner Brothers, of Shamokin, Pennsyl- 
vania, who now conduct the business under the 
frm name of Yocom Coal Storage Company. A 
Republican by political affiliations, Mr. Yocom lent 
his influence to all worthy endeavor while a supporter 
of the party. He was never interested in public 
affairs, however, except as a progressive citizen, for 
his business success had been of his own building, 
and his hands were too fully occupied with the affairs 
which he had brought into existence and carried 
forward so successfully, to admit time for outside 
activities. His chief leisure interest was in the com- 
forts of the home and devotion to his family. In 
every phase of his life and career, Mr. Yocom com- 
manded the unqualified respect and confidence of 
those who were familiar with his work, or who had 
the privilege of his acquaintance in a social way. 
He was a man of devout religious feeling and priu- 
ciple, and for many years a member of the Lutheran 
Church. 

Aaron Yocom married Hannah Mourey, who died 
leaving one daughter: Hannah, who resides at home. 
He married (second) Catharine Ann Heffner, who 
died October 27, 1904, leaving four children: John H., 
who conducted the above business for the estate 
until his own death which occurred August 27, 1922; 
George H., who died June 30, 1917; M. Ida, who died 
September 21, 1921; and Lela K., who resides at 
The family residence was established many 
orth 8th Street, adjoining the coal 
yards and offices, and here the Misses Hannah and 
Lela K. Yocom maintain the home. They are mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church and active in its social 
and benevolent interests. 

ee ae eee 


HARVEY D. LEVENGOOD — For fifteen years 
active as an educator in his native State of Pennsylvania, 
Harvey D. Levengood has since the year 1919 been active 
in the coal business in Reading and interested in various 
branches of local advance. Mr. Levengood’s work in 
both these fields of endeavor has counted definitely and 
permanently for the public welfare, and he is considered 
one of the foremost citizens of Reading. He is a son 
of Matthias R. and Elizabeth (Davidheiser) Levengood, 
his father a farmer of Earlville, Earl Township, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Harvey D. Levengood was born at Earlville, Pennsy!- 
vania, October 1, 1880. Receiving his early education in 
the local public schools, he later attended Kutztown, 
Pennsylvania, State Normal School, from which he was 
graduated in the class of 1904. Thereafter he spent three 


home. 
years ago on N 





years at Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pennsylvania, mean- 
while teaching in nearby localities. During the year 
1904-05 he taught the grammar schools of Boyertown, 
Berks County, then from 1905 to 1907 served as prin- 
cipal of the schools of Mount Hope, New Jersey. In 
the fall of 1907, Mr. Levengood accepted the principal- 
ship of the high school at Nesquehoning, which he ably 
filled for a period of six years, and he then became prin- 
cipal of the public schools of Summit Hill, Pennsylvania, 


- filling this position until the year 1919. Mr. Levengood 


was markedly successful in his work in the realm of 
education, and his influence over the young people was 
always for good. His career in this field will long be 
remembered by all who were familiar with his activities 
as a progressive force in the lives of the pupils and in 
the communities in which he served. In 1919 Mr. Leven- 
good became identified with the coal business as an in- 
dependent dealer, establishing offices at No. 611 North 
Eighth Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. He has attained a 
gratifying measure of success, and is considered a leader 
in his present field in Berks County. He is further 
identified with local advance as a director of the “Read- 
ing Tribune,” and in political affairs supports the Repub- 
lican Party, although only as a private citizen. Fratern- 
ally, Mr. Levengood is affiliated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, of Boyertown, Pennsylvania; the 
Knights of Malta, of Reading; and the Knights of 
Pythias, of Nesquehoning, Pennsylvania, in which order 
he has held various offices. He is also a member of the 
Kiwanis Club of Reading, the Reading Chamber of Com- 
merce, also is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Harvey D. Levengood married, at Summit Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, November 23, 1909, Lucy Morrison, daughter 
of Andrew and Mary Ann Morrison, and they are the 
parents of two children: Mary Ross, born September 
13, 1910; and George Morrison, born April 13, 1913. 
Mr. Levengood has two brothers and four sisters still 
living: Rufus D., now of Amityville, Pennsylvania; 
George, of Boyertown, Pennsylvania; Sarah, wife of 
Frank Reinert, of Pottstown, Pennsylvania; Emma, wile 
of Daniel Widener, of Pottstown, Pennsylvania; Deliah, 
married Morris Hoffman, resides on a farm in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania; and Annie, wife of Calvin Rhoads, 
of Pottstown, Pennsylvania. The Levengood family reside 
at No. 1422 Pricetown Road, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





CHARLES T. DAVIES—A son of Myers William 
and Mary Louise Davies, of Reading, is numbered among 
Reading’s good citizens and is one of its successful business 
men. He received his education in the public schools of 
Reading, graduating from the high school in the year 
1891. After leaving school he entered the Pennsylvania & 
Reading Railroad Company, where he learned the 
business, and where for thirteen years he acted in the 
capacity of assistant chemist. Leaving this he next ven- 
tured into the realm of manufacture, purchasing interest 
of Mr. Grucel in the Reading Knitting Mills, under the 
direction of Charles E. Leippe. In this undertaking h* 


showed ability and progressive spirit, as he had in his 
former employment, and it was only a short time before 
he was made a member of the firm, for three years the 
concern doing business under the management of Leippe 
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& Davies. His next step in progress was the starting of a 
business of his own, and which today is known as the 
Davies Hosiery Company. This is located in the city of 
Reading, a great center of the hosiery industry, at the 
corner of Eighth and Olney streets where Mr. Davies is 
doing a successful business. 

Charles Towson Davies was born in the city of Reading, 
November 6, 1872, where his business is located, his resi- 
dence, however, being in Wyomissing, a residential sec- 
tion on the outskirts of Reading. Mr. Davies has served 
as Federal food administrator of Berks County, and as 
assistant State administrator. Fraternally, he is affili- 
ated with the Masonic Order, and is a: member of the 
Wyomissing Club and the Berkshire Country Club. 

Mr. Davies married, October 21, 1896, Eva K. Fisher, 
daughter of Wellington H. and Caroline E. Fisher, and 
they are the parents of a son,’Donald .T., born June 
7, 1916. Mr. Davies and his family are members of St. 
Paul’s Memorial Reformed Church. 


BERT F. WILLSON—In a modern line of business 
production standing back of the construction world, Bert 
F. Willson, of Wyomissing, holds a prominent position, 
and in this realm he has achieved large success. His 
practical ability and his tireless endeavors have carried 
him to marked success, and in the production of cement 
goods of various kinds for the building trades he holds 
leading rank in this part of Berks County. In general 
building activities also he has developed a largely prosper- 
ous interest, and he has reached leading rank in the 
building world of Wyomissing. Mr. Willson is a member 
of a well known Berks County family, and a son of 
George W. and Sarah B. (Craven) Wilison, the father 
now deceased. 

Bert F. Willson was born in Reading, April 30, 1882. 
Receiving his education in the local public schools, he 
learned the trade of hatter in the employ of C. W. Hen- 
del, in Reading, and for seven years was active in this 
trade. He then identified himself with the insurance 
business, and in 1917, after two years in that field, came 
to the Wyomissing section. Establishing himself at North 
Wyomissing Heights, he built the second house in the 
locality, and founded his present interest in the manufac- 
ture of cement blocks. From time to time he has ex- 
tended “his operations to include the manufacture of every 
branch of cement work for the building trades, and with 
J. Norman Klein associated with him in the business 
he has developed a very large and important interest. 
Mr. Willson has also become a noteworthy operator and 
builder in the real estate field, and his work is counting 
largely for the benefit and progress of the community. 
He is. one of the best known business men in this sec- 
tion, and is universally esteemed and honored for his 
thoroughgoing business methods and his unimpeachable 
character. He is a member and president and was organ- 
izer of the North Wyomissing Heights Water Company, 
and president of the Berks County Real Estate Company. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with Washington Camp, No. 
678, Patriotic Order Sons of America; also the Knights 
of Friendship. He is a member of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and the Kiwanis Club, and he attends the Evan- 
gelical Church at North Wyomissing Heights. Mr. Will- 


son organized the Sunday school to this church in 1912, 
and has been superintendent of the same during its 
entire history: It is of interest to note in this connection 
that the Rev. Charles E. Willson, the first minister of 
this church, is Mr. Willson’s brother. 

Bert F. Willson married Nora Hill, daughter of Frank 
Y. and Sarah Z. (Winters) Hill, and they have one 
daughter, Hilda, who is attending school. The family 
reside at North Wyomissing Heights, Pennsylvania. 


HARRY F. BROWN—One of the most important 
automobile interests in the outlying district about Read- 
ing is that of Harry F. Brown, of Robesonia, whose 
activities have carried him to a high level of prominence, 
and whose progress is a record of worthy effort and 
notable achievement. Mr. Brown is an eminently prac- 
tical man and is esteemed by all with whom he comes 
in contact. He is a son of Samuel L. and Catharine 
(Fisher) Brown, his father a prominent farmer of this 
section for many years. 

Harry F. Brown was born in Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, and attended the public schools of Robesonia and 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania. His early experience was in 
transportation activities, and he served as conductor on 
the trolley lines about this section for sixteen years after 
the completion of his education. He was then active for 
three years on the farm, and following his interests of 
this nature he lived retired for one year. Feeling, how- 
ever, that he was still too young a man to lay aside the 
responsibilities of business, he then established an auto- 
mobile interest which he has since conducted under the 
title of the Brown Motor Company, in Robesonia. He 
has one of the handsomest automobile showrooms in this 
part of Berks County, and a most completely equipped 
repair shop. This enterprise was established in 1921, and 
Mr. Brown has carried it to a high degree of eificiency 
and importance. He has won a large measure of success, 
and his standing in the community is of the highest. He 
has few interests outside his work, but is always a 
cordial supporter of worthy activity along any line of 
effort. During the World War he gave his time and 
energies almost without reserve to the home activities 
of the period. Mr. Brown is fond of motoring and 
takes an occasional tour. He attends St. Daniel’s Luth- 
eran Church. 

Harry F. Brown married, in Womelsdorf, the Rev. 
Kramlick performing the ceremony, Agnes Groff, of Jef- 
ferson Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, daughter 
of John Franklin and Henrietta (Leiss) Groff. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown are the parents of three children: 1. Frank- 
lin, deceased. 2. Calvin, who is associated with his father 
in the above interest, also conducting, independently, 
a prosperous battery business in Robesonia; married Irene 
Weidner, and they have one child, Franklin. 3. Catherine, 
wife of John J. Ravert, who has business interests in 
Reading. Mrs. Ravert is associated with her father as 
office manager, and is considered one of the able exec- 
utives of this community. 


HERBERT E. MOWREY-A leading figure in the 
younger group of business executives allied with the 
building trades, Herbert E. Mowrey, of Reading, is doing 
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much to promote the health and welfare of the people, 
and his work follows eminently practical lines. A forward- 
looking man of the day, alert to all phases of progressive 
activity relevant to his work, Mr. Mowrey is a veteran 
of the World War, and may well be credited with a 
large measure of achievement. 

Herbert E. Mowrey was born September 26, 1896. He 
received his education in the public schools of Pennsyl- 
vania. As a young man he served an apprenticeship in 
the sheet metal trade in the employ of A. B. Sausser. 
Devoting his attention and energy in a whole-souled way 
to every phase of the work which he had chosen for 
his field of business activity, Mr. Mowrey gained a 
thorough and practical preparation for his career, and on 
June 1, 1922, established himself in an independent busi- 
ness at Front and Greenwich Street. He does tin roof- 
ing, manufactures and installs spouts and other sheet 
metal accessories to building construction, also deals in 
hot air furnaces, which he installs promptly and efficient- 
ly. He also handles repairs in every branch of his line 
of activity, and he is considered one of the efficient and 
broadly useful young men of the day. An Independent 
in his political convictions, Mr. Mowrey’s only public 
service has been of a military nature. He served during 
the World War with the 52nd Pioneer Infantry, also in 
the 35th Evacuation Hospital in the capacity of dental 
assistant. It was with the latter unit that he sailed for 
France, and shortly after his arrival there he was trans- 
ferred to the chief surgeon’s office of the Intermediate 
Sector. The date of his enlistment was in March, 1918, 
and sailing overseas in June of the same year, from Spar- 
tansburg, South Carolina, he received his honorable dis- 
charge, September 13, 1919, upon his return to America. 
Mr. Mowrey is a member of the Reading Chamber of 
Commerce, and fraternally is affiliated with Lodge No. 
477, Knights of Malta; and Lodge No. 77, Princes of 
Bagdad. He attends the Covenant Methodist Episcopal 
Church. , 

Herbert E. Mowrey married December 23, 1919, Char- 
lotte Smith Vierling, and they are the parents of two 
children: Donald Lee, and Jean Louise. The family 
reside at No. 616 Pear Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 


THEODORE MARTIN HECKMAN —Motoring 
circles in Reading. and vicinity are finding in the service 
of Theodore Martin Heckman at the Pennsylvania Garage 
gratifying efficiency and promptness, and in his practical 
and ever more widely-important line of activity, Mr. 
Heckman is attaining a large measure of success. Well 
located and equipped with every device for handling his 
work, Mr. Heckman is numbered among the thoroughly- 
noteworthy men of the day in his chosen field. He is 
a son of Thomas and Rose (Reisinger) Heckman, his 
father formerly a resident of Minersville, Schuylkill Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, and active as a painter until his death, 
which occurred in Reading, at the age of forty-eight 
years. 

Theodore Martin Heckman was born in Reading, Sep- 
tember 23, 1889. Receiving his education in the private 
and public schools of his birthplace, he, as a young man, 
entered the employ: of the Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road Shops. 


In this connection he thoroughly mastered.. 
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the machinist trade, and after his apprenticeship remained 
with the company in the capacity of machinist, his entire 
period in their employ covering thirteen years. Mr. Heck- 
man then entered the automobile repair business in an 
independent way and went forward alone for three years. 
He then formed a partnership with S. A. Seaman, and 
these progressive men have conducted the interest known 
as the Pennsylvania Garage, maintaining its activities 
along the most approved lines and methods and making 
their influence widely felt in motor car activities... Mr. 
Heckman is a thoroughly-efficient mechanic, always alert 
to the progress of the times in his field, and his auto- 
mobile work is acknowledged of the best. He is a Repub- 
lican in his political convictions, although never a leader 
in party affairs. Fraternally, he is affiliated with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the Modern 
Woodmen of America. He is further a member of the 
Fourteenth Ward Republican Club. 

Theodore Martin Heckman married, in Reading, Feb- 
ruary 18, 1911, Catharine R. Schickram, daughter of 
Edward A. Schickram, and they are the parents of two 
sons: Howard T., and Edward A. The family reside at 
No. 825 Madison Avenue, Reading. 


EDWARD 8S. WERTZ—Food production is one 
of its most vital branches formed the life work of 
Edward S. Wertz, of Reading, whose residence in 
Wyomissing linked his name with suburban interests 
as well as the civic advance of the municipality of 
which he was a leading business executive. Through- 
out a long and useful lifetime, Mr. Wertz has devoted 
nis tireless energies and constructive attention to the 
enterprise which bore his name and which grew to 
great importance. As an industrial executive, Mr. 
Wertz revealed large ability of that sort upon which 
men depend for leadership. In his capacity as a 
citizen, he showed the worthy spirit of the man who 
is broad-minded and considerate of every phase of 
community interest. Among his close friends and 
daily associates, he was universally esteemed and 
beloved, for he was a man of unselfish attitude, always 
glad to bear his share of responsibility or help another 
over a hard place. 

The Wertz family came to America early in the 
nineteenth century from Switzerland, where for many 
generations it had been known and honored. Samuel 
Wertz, father of Mr. Wertz, was born in the Canton 
of Aargau, Switzerland, and there learned the trade 
of wool fuller. Coming to this country in 1827, 
he became identified with the cotton batting industry 
at Frankford, in the environs of Philadelphia. There, 
he manufactured cotton laps and wadding. Later 
removing to Harrisburg, he established a flouring 
and woolen mill, conducting these two lines of 
endeavor, both on a small scale, until 1856. His next 
step was his removal to Exeter Township, in Berks 
County, and there he entered business, removing only 
about one year later, however, to Spring Township. 
There he purchased the Althouse Mill property 
and, re-building the structure, greatly improved and 
modernized the plant. This property he conducted 
as a feed and flour mill until the year 1870, when 
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he settled permanently in Reading. Here he main- 
tained a flour and feed store until 1880, when he 
retired from business activity, his death occurring 
four years later. He was a leading Democrat of his 
time and a member of the Reformed Church. Sam- 
uel Wertz married (first) Maria Sweigert, a native 
of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, who died in 1852, 
leaving six children: 1. Louisa M., wife of Amos 
Price. 2. Elizabeth, deceased, wife of Herman Stro- 
hecker. 3. George W. 4. Samuel. 5. Edward S., of 
further mention. 6. Jacob Henry. Samuel Wertz 
married (second), on April 28, 1853, Catherine Wal- 
denmyer, daughter of John Waldenmyer, and they 
were the parents of two children: 1. Augustus. 2. 
Frank. 

Edward S. Wertz, son of Samuel and Maria 
(Sweigert) Wertz, was born in Harrisburg, Dauphin 


County, Pennsylvania, February 23, 1850. Still a. 


child when the family removed to Berks County, his 
education was received in the local public schools. 
From a very early age he evinced an interest in 
his father’s business activities and soon fulfilled 
various duties about the mills. At sixteen years of 
age he left home, going to Huyett’s Mill, at Shilling- 
ton, where he was active for about one year, complet- 
ing his apprenticeship to the trade and gaining breadth 
of experience. He next was identified with Mr. Fish- 
er, of Womelsdorf, in which connection he filled an 
important position in the same general line of produc- 
tion. After one year in that plant, Mr. Wertz filled 


a similar position in the old Hiester Mill, in Bern, 


Township; next in Reed’s Mill, in Robeson Township. 
He then went to Chicago (1871), where he spent one 
year in the storage warehouse business, after which 
he returned to Reading, and was employed in the 
Heilman & Company Hardware Store, which was at 
that time located where the Dives, Pomeroy & 
Stewart store now stands. 

Definitely purposing throughout all these activities 
to gain experience and more comprehensive equip- 
ment for his own success, Mr. Wertz then returned 
to the old Wertz Mill, in Spring Township. This 
was at that time of the type known as the old-style 
burr mill, but Mr. Wertz adopted the modern roller 
process, thereby becoming a pioneer in this method 
in Berks County. To install the modern equipment, 
it was necessary to make important changes in the 
buildings of the plant and while so doing, Mr. Wertz 
enlarged it materially. He continued to increase the 
scope of his activity and from its capacity of fifteen 
barrels per day when he took it over, increased the 
output to seventy-five barrels. He manufactured and 
featured the Wertz Roller Cream Flour until it gained 
wide popularity, and maintained this brand throughout 
his business activity. It was in the year 1898 that 
Mr. Wertz established the new modern mill in Read- 
ing, where for twenty-two years or until his death, 
he continued at the head and where now the interest 
is carried forward by other hands. This is located 
at Nos. 135 to 141 Buttonwood Street and as the 
Wertz Milling Company, became one of the most 
noted in this section. The mill was equipped with 


every imaginable devise for the perfection of the 
products, or the facilitating of the work in hand. In 
this plant, in addition to the brand mentioned, Mr. 
Wertz turned out the Gold Dust, White Rose, and 
Minnehaha flours which all became universally known 
and popular in this part of Pennsylvania, and even 
reached extensive distribution in this and neighboring 
states. 

Mr. Wertz was further interested in various lines 
of endeavor, dealing in farm products, hay, grain, 
and so forth, on a very large scale. He was for many 
years a director of the Pennsylvania State Millers’ 
Association, but notwithstanding the importance of 
his industrial activities, bore a worthy part in civic 
and benevolent interests. He was long a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Topton Orphans’ 
Home, was active on the local School Board, and 
always interested in every phase of progressive 
endeavor. Attending to his business affairs until the 
last, he was considered a worthy example of prog- 
ressive citizenship, and universally honored among 
the people. Fraternally, he was affiliated with Lodge 
No. 62, Free and Accepted Masons; Excelsior 
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, 
Knights Templar; and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He was a mem- 
ber of Kissinger’s Church, of which he was secretary 
and treasurer, also serving as elder. Mr. Wertz was 
superintendent of the Sunday School for thirty-eight 
years. 

Edward S. Wertz married, September 11, 1873, 
Sarah E. Kercher, daughter of William Kercher, of 
Bern Township. They have no children of their 
own, but raised two daughters: Emma Gerhard; 
and Hannah Malburn, both now married. Since the 
death of her husband, Mrs. Wertz still maintains 
the family home on Penn Avenue, in Wyomissing. 





OSCAR ADAM LENGEL—As a leader in the 
lumber business in Berks County, Oscar Adam Lengel, of 
Sinking Spring, is winning large success, and standing back 
of the construction world as he does, his activities bear 
important Significance to the progress of his day. As 
the treasurer of a prosperous and growing concern, he 
takes leading rank in the business world of this section, 
and his usefulness is generally recognized. 

Adam Lengel, grandfather of Oscar A. Lengel, was well 
known in this part of the State, but is long since deceas- 
ed. His son, Peter Lengel, who was active as a farmer 
in Lower Heidelberg Township, is still living at an ad- 
vanced age in Wernersville, Pennsylvania. He married 
Leanda Manbeck. 

Oscar Adam Lengel was born in Jefferson Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 10, 1884. Receiving 
his education in the public schools, he was active as a 
farmer until about twenty-five years of age, then estab- 
lished a planing mill at Sinking Spring. In July, 1922, 
the present interest was incorporated under the title of 
the Sinking Spring Planing Mill Company. The interest 
was known for six months prior to that date as Stitzer 
& Lengel, Inc. The present official personnel of the 
concern is: C. W. Stitzer, president, Irwin Grimes, sec- 
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retary, and Oscar Adam Lengel, treasurer. The concern 
manufactures all kinds of planing mill work, and with 
modern and well-equipped plant on Shillington Road 
they are going forward to ever-larger success. Politic- 
ally, Mr. Lengel is Independent in his convictions, and 
he finds leisure for few interests except of a business 
nature. He is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
of Wernersville, Pennsylvania. 

Oscar Adam Lengel married, in Spring Mount, Carrie 
May Miller, daughter of Ephraim D. and Emma (Fisher) 
Miller. 
Arthur Harvey, born October 16, 1909, now attending 
Sinking Spring High School, in his junior year. 


CHRISTIAN FRIEDRICH LUDWIG MEYER 
—Coming to America as a young man finely equipped 
for large responsibilities in the technical world, Christian 
Friedrich Ludwig Meyer has been identified for a number 
of years with one of the leading industrial concerns of 
Reading, and in his thorough familiarity with his field 
and his progressive attitude towards his work he has 
made himself one of the necessary men in the organiza- 
tion. Mr. Meyer is highly skilled and gifted with no 
slight degree of resourcefulness and inventive genius. He 
is such a man as the world needs, and in his field is 
recognized for his worthy and practical qualities. He 
is a son of Theodor and Caecilia Meyer, his father a 
merchant of Germany. 

Christian Friedrich Ludwig Meyer was born in Altona, 
Germany, May 29, 1881. Receiving his early education 
in the local public schools, he later attended the Tech- 
nical High School of Hamburg, Germany, also covered 
a college course. With this comprehensive preparation 
for his work as a mechanical engineer, he gained a very 
considerable breadth of experience in Germany and in 
America, and for the past six years has served as chief 
engineer of the Textile Machine Works, of Reading. 
This concern is a leading one of its kind in America, and 
produces machinery for the equipment of textile plants, 
and Mr. Meyer’s work in this connection is of a highly 
constructive nature. His ability is well proved, and in 
his continued activity the textile industry as well as this 
city and county is forwarded. Alert to every phase of 
progressive endeavor in whatsoever field, Mr. Meyer is 
a Republican in his political affiliation, but never a seeker 
after the honors of office. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers. His social affil- 
iations include membership in the Iris Club, of Wyom- 
issing, Pennsylvania. He attends St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, of Reading. 

Christian Friedrich Ludwig Meyer married, in Reading, 
November 3, 1921, Katharine Friedman, daughter of Al- 
bert and Katharine (Rickert) Friedman, and they are 
‘the parents of two daughters: Anna, born August 22, 
1923; Katharine, born August 4, 1924. Mr. Meyer has 
a son, Christian, born May 10, 1905, by a former mar- 
riage. The family reside at No. 1408 Garfield Avenue. 


JOHN E. YORGEY—Among the progressive and 
noteworthy young men of Reading, Pennsylvania, John 
E. Yorgey holds a prominent position as the leading 
executive of the Eureka Laundry of this city. The use- 


Mr. and Mrs. Lengel are the parents of one son, 
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fulness of this young man has given his name more than 
passing significance to the progress of his day and he 
is carrying forward this interest in an eminently practical 
and efficient manner. 

The Yorgey family dates back in Berks County to 
Jacob Yorgey, Mr. Yorgey’s great-grandfather, who was 
a prominent farmer of Douglass Township, and married 
Sarah Reifsnyder. They were the parents of seven chil- 
dren. George R. Yorgey, son of these parents, was 
born and reared on the farm which has now been in 
the family for about a century and a quarter. He was 
a farmer and millwright, a very prominent Democrat, 
and served as sheriff of Berks County during the years 
1875 to 1878, inclusive. He was also active as a school 
director, supervisor of roads for his township, and as a 
bank director, and lived to the great age of eighty-four 
years. He married Elizabeth Bowers, of Amity Town- 
ship, and they were the parents of ten children. 

Alfred B. Yorgey, the next in line and father of John 
E. Yorgey, was born in Douglass Township, October 10, 
1850, and he is one of the foremost business men of 
Wyomissing. In early life he was active as a farmer and 
clerk in a general store, then prepared himself for teach- 
ing, in which realm he was active for three terms. He 
learned the trade of watchmaker, but for some years 
after completing his apprenticeship was identified with 
other interests, assisting his brother George, a grocer of 
Philadelphia, then acting as deputy-sheriff under his 
father. For three years he represented a leading nursery 
concern on the road, then, in 1884, established a jewelry 
business on Penn Street, in Reading. This interest he 
maintained for twenty years, meanwhile opening a groc- 
ery store in Wyomissing, to which community he removed 
his residence in July, 1904. Mr. Yorgey served as post- 
master of Wyomissing for a number of years, the post 
office having been located in his store. He is considered 
one of the foremost citizens of this community, and is 
respected by all with whom he comes in contact. Alfred 
B. Yorgey married Laura R. Esterly, daughter of Amos 
S. Esterly, a widely prominent hotel executive of Read- 
ing. They are the parents of these children: Elizabeth; 
Lillie May; Mrs. John C. Holmes; Annie, wife of James 
M. Long; Florence, wife of Morris Zimmerly; George; 
Leah; Rachel; John E., of whom further; Samuel E., a 
biography of whom follows; David; Sarah; Alfred; and 
four sons, who died in infancy, two of whom were 
twins. 

John E. Yorgey, second son of these parents, was born 
in Reading, January 2, 1897. His education was begun 
in the local public schools, and he was graduated from 
the Wyomissing High School in the class of 1913. His 
first experience in the business world was in the employ 
of the Berkshire Knitting Mills, as an office assistant, in 
which connection he was active for about four years. In 
1918 Mr. Yorgey joined the United States Army for 
service in the World War, and was stationed at Camp 
Pitt, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Following his return 
to civilian life, he entered the laundry business in May. 
1918, in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, establishing the Eureka 
Steam Laundry. In 1920 he started the plant in Reading, 
selling the Pottstown plant, and at that time he took his 
brother, Samuel E., into partnership, under the firm nam¢ 
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of Yorgey Brothers (J. E. and S. E.). These progressive 
young men established a modern laundry plant, under 
the trade name of “Eureka,” at the corner of Lincoln 
Street and Jameson Place, in Reading, and here they 
conduct a general family service in the laundry line, 
making a speciality of damp wash. Their progressive 
attitude toward all advance, and the marked efficiency 
of the brothers, both as individuals and as executives 
in the organization, have carried them to large success, 
and the usefulness of the enterprise is constantly ex- 
tending. As a leading. figure in this business, John E. 
Yorgey holds a prominent position in this city, and is 


. a member of the State and National Laundrymen’s asso- 


ciations. His religious affiliation is with the Plymouth 
Brethren Church. 

John E. Yorgey married, July 24, 1920, in Reading, 
Ruth A. Reber, daughter of Fred Reber. Mr. and Mrs. 
Yorgey are the parents of two children: Eleanor R., and 
Richard S. 


SAMUEL ESTERLY YORGEY—One of the well 
known and broadly efficient business executives of the 
younger group in Reading, Pennsylvania, is Samuel Es- 
terly Yorgey, who is identified with his brother, John 
E. Yorgey (see preceding biography), in the laundry 
business. Mr. Yorgey is a progressive, forward-looking 
man of natural ability and practical talents, and in his 
tireless endeavors the community is realizing definite 
benefit. A descendent of a pioneer farmer of Douglass 
Township, Mr. Yorgey isa great-grandson of Jacob and 
Sarah (Reifsnyder) Yorgey, grandson of George R. 
Yorgey, and son of Alfred B. Yorgey. 

Samuel Esterly Yorgey was born in Reading, April 6, 
1899. The family removing to Wyomissing when he 
was five years of age, he received his early education in 
that community and was graduated from high school in 
the class of 1916. For four years, thereafter, he was 
identified with his father’s grocery store at the corner of 
Penn Street and Reading Avenue, then, in 1920, entered 
the laundry business with his brother. This interest was 
founded in a stable, formerly owned by H. P. Roper, 
on Moss Street. In September, 1923, the firm moved 
into larger quarters, located at the corner of Lincoln 
Street and Jameson Place, and Mr. Yorgey has since 


_been a leading executive of the present firm, which is 


going forward to ever wider usefulness. Mr. Yorgey is 
an Independent in his political convictions, and is a 
member of the Laundrymen’s Association, of Pennsyl- 
vania, also the National Laundrymen’s Association of 
America. His religious affiliation is with the Plymouth 
Brethren. Mr. Yorgey is single. 


AMOS P. REIMERT, who has been a resident of 
Reading for many years and has been an independent 
business executive of this city for nearly a decade and a 
half, is a man of noteworthy and practical ability, whose 
usefulness has been well demonstrated and whose future 
unquestionably holds many years of further prominence 
and success. Mr. Reimert’s work has closely to do with 
the health and welfare of the people, and in his faithful 
and efficient discharge of duty he is contributing largely 
to the general good. He is a son of William and Abbie 


(Bower) Reimert, his father a prominent farmer of 
Maxatawny Township, Berks County, prominent in his 
day and a citizen highly esteemed. His death, at an 
early age in the year 1894, removed a worthy figure from 
the progress of this section. 

Amos P. Reimert was born in Kutztown, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, October 20, 1882. His education was begun 
in the public schools of his birthplace, and as a young 
man he learned the plumber’s trade, coming to Reading 
and identifying himself with W. A. Heckman, of this 
city, as an apprentice. Following the completion of his 
apprenticeship, Mr. Reimert remained with the same em- 
ployer, finally continuing with him for a period of eleven 
years. In 1910 he established his present business, locat- 
ing at No. 436 Penn Avenue, West Reading. He has 
developed a largely-important and still steadily-growing 
interest, and while his work has been more or less defin- 
itely in the line of pioneer activity, he follows the most 
approved methods of the time and is numbered among 
the leading executives of the plumbing and heating field 
in Reading. In addition to his work as a plumbing and 
heating contractor, Mr. Reimert deals in supplies of var- 
ious kinds and makes a specialty of gas ranges and the 
Penn-Marne combination stoves. He has been indepen- 
dently active from the beginning, and has attained a large 
measure of success. Politically, he supports the Demo- 
cratic Party, allhough he has never thus far been’a seeker 
after public honors. He is a member of the Ancient 
Illustrious Order Knights of Malta, the Knights of Friend- 
ship, and the Chamber of Commerce. His religious 
affiliation is with St. James’ Church of West Reading. 

Amos P. Reimert married, September 18, 1915, at Read- 
ing, Rev. Moyer, of the First Reformed Church, perform- 
ing the ceremony, Sallie Ann Veleria Schwambach, daugh- 
ter of Daniel and Catherine (Snyder) Schwambach. 





PAUL FRANKLIN HUBER—Standing behind 
construction activities in the position of the designer, 
Paul Franklin Huber is placing the impress of his artis- 
tic taste upon the physical aspect of the city of Reading, 
and as junior member of the firm of High & Huber, 
architects, he is winning his way to large and ever more 
definite success. Mr. Huber is a son of Myers M. Huber, 
who was born in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, November 
20, 1877, and has for many years been active as a span- 
nerman. The elder Mr. Huber is a prominent Repub- 
lican, and a well known member of the Lutheran church. 
He married, August 29, 1893, in Reading, Margaret R. 
Haws, daughter of John W. and Mary A. (Reiser) Haws, 
who was born May 20, 1879, in Robeson Township, in 
this county. The three children of these parents are: 
Paul Franklin, of further mention; Oscar M., born in 
Robeson Township, November 28, 1896; and S. Margaret, 
born in Robeson Township, February 20, 1899. 

Paul Franklin Huber was born in Robeson Township, 
about one mile below Gibraltar, October 31, 1894. Re- 
ceiving his early education in the grade schools of Read- 
ing, he later attended Reading High School, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1912. Then entering 
Carnegie Institute of Technology at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, he covered a two years’ course in that institution, 


'.-completing his preparations for his life work in the year 
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1916. Entering the employ of Wayne M. High, Mr. 
Huber gained valuable experience in the activities of the 
High offices, his employer having been for a, considerable 
number of years one of the leading architects of Reading. 
In 1919 Mr. Huber was received into the firm, and these 
progressive men are now going forward together under 
the title of High & Huber with offices at No. 230 North 
Sixth Street. Mr. Huber’s participation in the progress 
of constructive activities in Reading has given his name 
marked significance to the people, and in his constant 
endeavors towards higher individual attainments and 
broader usefulness both as a professional man and as a 
citizen, he is winning the unqualified esteem and con- 
fidence of all who come in touch with his work. 

The military service of Paul Franklin Huber began with 
his enlistment in the aerial branch of the United States 
Army on December 1, 1917. He received his training 
in camps in Texas and Florida, and rose to the position 
of an instructor in aerial gunnery, serving in this capacity 
both at Carlstrom and Dorr fields. Upon his honorable 
discharge from the service on February 4, 1919, he was 
serving aS a non-commissioned officer. Mr. Huber is a 
Republican in his political convictions, but has thus far 
never entered politics as a candidate for elective office. 
He is affiliated with Gregg Post, No. 12, American Legion; 
Loyal Order of Moose; Northeastern Republican League; 
Mt. Penn Lodge, No. 518, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of which he is now (1924) Noble Grand and 
in which he has served in all elective offices; and the 
Reading Architectural Society. Mr. Huber attends St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, of Gibraltar, Pennsylvania. 

Paul Franklin Huber married, September 11, 1919, in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Marie K. Houghton, born in Sink- 
ing Spring, Pennsylvania, June 22, 1898, daughter of Wil- 
liam and Emma R. (Krick) Houghton. 


WILLIAM MARTIN CROLL—Many branches 
of commercial and other activities have commanded 
the attention of William Martin Croll during his 
career, which is recognized as one of more than 
passing significance to the community of his resi- 
dence. Mr. Croll gained an exhaustive educational 
preparation for his life work and his natural ability 
is a fundamental influence in his success. He is a 
son of Martin S. and Elizabeth (Grim) Croll, 
esteemed residents of Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, 
his father for many years active as a merchant. 

William Martin Croll was born in Upper Macungie, 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, April 9, 1866. His 
education was begun in the public schools of Berks 
County, and later attending the Keystone State 
Normal School, at Kutztown, Pennsylvania, he com- 
pleted his preparations for a practical participation in 
business affairs at the Eastman Business College, 
Poughkeepsie, New York. After one year devoted to 
school teaching, Mr. Croll entered the business world 
at Maxatawny, Pennsylvania, under the firm name of 
Smith & Croll, his partner in this enterprise having 
been William H. Smith. This enterprise was carried 
forward under the same management until August 
of 1898, when Mr. Croll came to Reading and formed 
a new partnership with D. A. Heffner and John W. 





Gilbert. They became largely prominent under the 
firm name of Heffner, Gilbert and Croli, taking lead- 
ing rank in this section of the State. The business 
was first located at No. 528 Penn Street, then in 
1904 was removed to larger quarters. where the old 


-Illig interests had previously been conducted. Further 


changes in the personnel of the concern later occurred 
and the firm is now known as Croll and Keck, its 
location now being at No. 630 Penn Street, Reading, 
Pennsylvania. As the senior partner and leading 
figure in this enterprise, Mr. Croll is a broadly prom- 
inent commercial executive of Reading to-day and 
his progressive policies and universally recognized 
integrity, give. him the patronage of the leading 
people of this section. 

Other affairs of importance also command Mr. 
Croll’s attention. He is a director of the Berks 
County Trust Company of Reading, the National 
Bank of Topton, Topton, Pennsylvania. He was 
formerly secretary and treasurer of the Berks Coal 
Company. A Democrat of the staunchest principles, 
Mr. Croll was active as postmaster of Maxatawny for 
several years and by a very large majority in the 
elections of 1908, was elected county treasurer of 
Berks County. It is worthy of note that his nomina- 
tion for this office was by a majority of 3,800 over 
the next nominee, and his election was by a majority 
of 6,289 votes, this representing about 3,000 votes 
ahead of the national ticket of that year. In 1912 
he was National Delegate to the Democratic Con- 
vention at Baltimore, and.in 1920 was National Dele- 
gate to the Democratic Convention in San Fran- 
cisco. From 1913 to 1918, he was appointed naval 
officer at Port of Philadelphia. Fraternally he is 
affliated with Huguenot Lodge, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Kutztown; Reading Chapter, No. 267, 
Royal Arch Masons; Reading Commandery, No. 42, 
Knights Templar; Philadelphia Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he holds the thirty- 
second degree; the Lodge of Perfection, of Reading; 
also Neversink Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Rajah 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; the Patriotic Order Sons of America; the 
Knights of the Golden Eagle; the Knights of the 
Maccabees; the Harmonic Maennerchor Lodge, No. 
115, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and 
Reading Aerie, No. 66, Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
He is a member of the Rotary Club and the Wyomis- 
sing, the Americus, the Temple, the Berkshire Coun- 
try, the Reading Country, the Eagles Mountain 
Home, the Mountain Springs and the Penn Wheel- 
man clubs. 

Mr. Croll married, June 20, 1889, at Maxatawny, 
Pennsylvania, Annie M. Kuhus, daughter of Levi F. 
and Leanda (Bortz) Kuhus. Mr. and Mrs. Croll 


_are the parents of two children: Amy Blanche, born 


August 11, 1891, wife of George F. Eisenbrown. They 
reside in Reading and have two children: Elizabeth 
and Josephine; and Mabel Alma, born March 3, 
1893, wife of Lee Filbert, son of Ex-Mayor Filbert ot 
Reading. They have two children, twins: William 
Edward and Clara Jane. 
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GEORGE WILLIAM ANDERSON MACK — 
Large responsibilities have been placed in the hands of 
George William Anderson Mack who stands today’ among 
the well known industrial executives of Berks County 
as chief clerk of the Scott Foundry cf the Reading Iron 
Company. As a practical and efficient member of this 
great industrial organization, Mr. Mack holds a worthy 
‘and useful position in the progress of his day in Reading, 
and is giving to the fulfillment of his duties the highest 
effort and most faithful service. Mr. Mack is a son of 
George Henry Mack, who until his death was active in 
the hotel business in Reading as the proprietor of Arion 
Garden Hotel. This widely-popular house was founded 
and for many years conducted by Mr. Mack’s grandfather, 
Christian Mack. The mother, Catharine (Hoernle) Mack, 
is also now deceased. 

George William Anderson Mack was born in Reading, 
February 27, 1889. His education was begun in the local 
public schools, and following his completion of the high 
school course he entered Stoner’s Business College and 
also covered exhaustive work with La Salle (Extension) 
University, which was completed in the year 1922. 
Meanwhile Mr. Mack became identified with the business 
world in the employ of the Reading Phonograph Com- 
pany, and thereafter was connected with the Reading 
Hardware Company for a number of years. On August 
10, 1910, he became identified with the Reading Iron 
Company in the capacity of junior clerk, and from that 
position’ he has risen until he now fills the responsible 
position of chief clerk of the great Scott Foundry which 
is one of the most important branches of the Reading 
Iron Company. His experience within the organization 
has given him a familiar insight into the production 
branches of the plant, as well as the executive interests, 
and since he is still a young man his friends are con- 
fident that his future will mean much to the company 
and to the city of which he is a resident. 

Politically, Mr. Mack holds independent convictions, 
and his only public service has been of a military nature. 
During the World War he was assigned to Battery B, 
Third Regiment, Field Artillery, R. D., at Camp Jackson, 
South Carolina, May 29, 1918. From private he rose in 
rank to bugler then to sergeant, receiving his honorable 
discharge at Camp Dix, New Jersey, December 20, 1919. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with Camp No. 163, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; Commandery No. 247, Knights 
of Malta; Reading Lodge, No. 155, Loyal Order of 
Moose; Scott Foundry Beneficial Association; American 
Legion, General D. Mc M. Gregg Post, No. 12; and 
Liberty Fire Company, No. 5. He is also musically in- 
clined and plays the piano and cornet, being an active 
member of the Cadet Band, one of the oldest musical 
organizations in Reading, of which he served as treasurer 
for a number of years; also a member of the Musicians’ 
Protective Association; Local No. 135, American Feder- 
ation of Musicians. He attends St. John’s Reformed 
Church. He resides at No. 220 North Twelfth Street, 
Reading. 


MAX MITTENDORFF—In a special branch of 
the textile industry, Max Mittendorff, of Wyomissing, 
holds a broadly prominent position. His constructive 
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energies have done much to forward the development and 
success of the concern of which he is a leading executive, 
and in his tireless endeavors the future of the interest 
is definitely assured. He is a son of Edward and Caro- 
line Mittendorff, his father also a manufacturer of braid. 

Max Mittendorff was born in the city of Barmen, Ger- 
many, and he was provided with a liberal education, at- 
tending a famous college as well as the usual gym- 
nasium and lyceum. Coming to America as a young man, 
Mr. Mittendorff identified himself with the manuiactur- 
ing progress of Berks County, Pennsylvania, and with 
the progressive Wyomissing firm known as the Narrow 
Fabric Company. With practical training in the textile 
industry and natural business ability, Mr. Mittendorff 
became one of the leading executives of this important 
concern and has done much to carry it forward to its 
present outstanding position in industrial affairs. A res- 
ident of Wyomissing for many years, Mr. Mittendorff 
has served for a considerable period as secretary of the 
Board of Health, but has otherwise never accepted the 
responsibilities of public life. He is affiliated with few 
branches of organized advance, but holds membership in 
the Wyomissing Club, the Berkshire Country Club, and 
the Iris Club. His religious connection is with the 
Lutheran Church of Wyomissing. 

Max Mittendorif married, in New York City, October 
8, 1902, Nan M. Dreyer, daughter of Louis and Anna 
Marie Dreyer. Max and Nan M. (Dreyer) Mitten- 
dorff are the parents of two daughters: Hildegard Mil- 
dred, born July 21, 1905; and Herta Caroline, born May 
20, 1908. The Mittendorff family residence is at. No. 
1114 Reading Boulevard, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. 

CALVIN FRANKLIN RHOADS—Among the 
noteworthy and outstanding young men of Reading, Calvin 
Franklin Rhoads is identified with automobile affairs as 
manager of the Shillington Motor Car Company. Under 
his practical and forward-looking leadership the progress 
of this enterprise has demonstrated the calibre of the man 
at the head, and his work is commended by all. Mr. 
Rhoads is a member of a prominent family in this sec- 
tion and a son of John L. and Mary (Roth) Rhoads, his 
father a leading banker of Reading. 

Calvin Franklin Rhoads was born at the family home 
on North Thirteenth Street, August 26, 1892. His edu- 
cation was begun in the public schools of his birthplace and 
he is also a graduate of Reading High School, class of 
1911. His first experience was with his father in the 
North East Planing Mill, where he was active for about 
three years, then he became identified with motor car 
advance. He entered the employ of the Dietrich Motor 
Car Company, Inc., where he was active for about one 
year. Then on January 17, 1917, Mr. Rhoads established 
the Shillington Motor Car Company, in the village of 
Shillington, in the outskirts of Reading, locating at No. 
201 Lancaster Avenue. Under the title of the Shillington 
Motor Car Company, Inc., and in association with his 
brothers, William Arthur Rhoads and Daniel Lewellyn 
Rhoads, Mr. Rhoads has developed a large and important 
interest in this wide-reaching field of commercial activity. 
In addition to the sales interest he deals in accessories 
and supplies, also handles repairing of all kinds. Mr. 
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Rhoads is an independent voter in political affairs and 
fraternally is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Knights of Malta, the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle, the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and the In- 
dependent Americans. His religious affiliation is with St. 
Paul’s Reformed Church. 

Calvin Franklin Rhoads married, October 30, 1915, at 
Reading, Minnie J. Steffy, daughter of Ephraim and Eliza- 
beth (Gebhart) Steffy. Mr. and Mrs. Rhoads are the 
parents of three children: Mary E., Wilhelmina A., and 
Paul C. The family residence is at No. 49 South Sterley 
Street, Shillington, Pennsylvania. 





WILLIAM M. HIESTER, son of Dr. Isaac and 
Esther (Muhlenberg) Hiester, was born in Reading, May 
18, 1815. His education was begun in the local public 
schools, and his distinguished father gladly accorded him 
the educational privileges which his promising mentality 
suggested. He covered a preparatory course at the West 
Nottingham Academy in Maryland, then went to Bristol 
College, of Pennsylvania, of which he was a member of the 
second and last graduating class of that institution (1837), 
which unfortunately was closed after a short but brilliant 
history. Reading law under the preceptorship of the noted 
Judge Banks, of Reading, he also attended an extended 
course of lectures on legal topics delivered at the law 
department of Harvard University. Admitted to the bar 
in 1840, Mr. Hiester early won distinction, and in 1843 
Harvard University conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of Master of Arts. Mr. Hiester’s early practice 
was in Erie, Pennsylvania, but after four years of ac- 
tivity there he returned to his native Reading and es- 
tablished himself in partnership with Henry A. Muh- 
lenberg. Both Mr. Hiester and his partner were later 
elected to the State Senate, Mr. Hiester’s period of ser- 
vice in the legislative halls of the State covering the years 
1850 to 1853, during the last year of this period as 
speaker. The Hon. William F. Packer, later Governor 
of the State of Pennsylvania, made William M. Hiester 
the secretary of the Commonwealth, which position he 
filled with honor and distinction from 1858 to 1861. 
During the last presidential campaign before the Civil War, 
Mr. Hiester gave his enthusiastic support to the Hon. 


‘Stephen A. Douglas, Abraham Lincoln’s opponent, but 


after war was declared Mr. Hiester showed his utter 
loyalty to the principles of Union and Freedom by en- 
couraging and supporting in every way within his power 
the administration of President Lincoln. For this reason 
Governor Curtin, in 1863, conferred upon him the rank 
of major, appointing him as mustering officer, and Major 
Hiester had the honor of mustering into the service eight 
volunteer regiments who had responded to Governor Cur- 
tin’s appeal for 60,000 men to meet the southern in- 
vasions of the State. A special honor was conferred upon 
Mr. Hiester in the naming of the encampment of these 
regiments, Camp Hiester. 

This progressive citizen was a leader in the Republican 
party and was nominated by his party for Congressman 
from this district in 1864. The period following the 
Civil War saw his retirement from active life, and he 
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enjoyed the fruits of well earned leisure until his death on 
August 16, 1878. Other important interests with which 
Mr. Hiester was affiliated included the Reading Library, 
which he served as a director, and he was for many years 
connected with the Reading Gas Company. A man of 
great benevolence and liberality, he bore a worthy part in 
charitable and welfare endeavors, and his memory is a 
bricht and glowing record of worthy achievement. 

William M. Hiester married Julia F. Rowland, dauch- 
ter of Henry Rowland, and her death occurred August 
27, 1904, at an advanced age. 

Isaac Hiester, only son of William M. and Julia F. 
(Rowland) Hiester, was born in Reading, January &, 
1856. His education was begun in the local institutions, 
and his graduation for the Reading High School occurred 
in the class of 1871. His liberal arts course was covered 
at Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, from which he 
was graduated in 1876, and he studied law in the office oi 
George F. Baer, under whose preceptorship he continued 
for two years. Admitted to the bar of his native county, 
August 13, 1878, Mr. Hiester was subsequently admitted 
to the Superior and Supreme Courts of the State, and 
was active in practice until his death. The noteworthy 
ability which Mr. Hiester displayed irom the first gave 
bis career wide and permanent significance to the progress 
of this city, county and State, and in the annals of the 
Pennsylvania Courts his achievements stand as a record 
of high and worthy attainment. In his great ability as 
a trial lawyer he was recognized by the people generally, 
while his exhaustive familiarity with legal affairs and the 
history of legal advance gave to his useiulness as a counsel 
an outstanding quality which won him many important 
and influential clients. The profession did him homage, 
for he was universally acknowledged among the lawyers 
of this State as one of the foremost of his day in legal 
achievement. In 1897, he was elected vice-president of 
the Berks County Bar Association, and nine years later 
was made president of that influential organization, & 
position which he filled for a number of years. Mr. Hies- 
ter was identified with various corporate interests, as 
counsel, serving the Reading Trust Company in that 
capacity from its organization, in 1886, as long as he was 
able to retain its professional responsibilities. He was 
one of the organizers of the Second National Bank of 
Reading in 1881, and one of the most noted of its 
leading stockholders. In the year 1890, he was elected 
to the presidency of this important institution, which 
office he filled ably and efficiently for a number of years 
He was affiliated as a director with the Reading Electric 
Light & Power Company, the East Penn Railroad Com- 
pany and the Reading Gas Company, while he served as 
a trustee of the Reading Library and the Charles Evans 
Cemetery until his death. Mr. Hiester’s fraternal afia- 
tions included membership in the Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons and the higher bodies of the Scottish Rite, and 
upon the organization of Lodge No. 660, in the year 1908, 
his name was chosen as the title of this lodge. This honor 
was the sincere expression of a large group of Mr. Hies- 
ter’s cotemporaries, whose desire to honor his name ied 
them to seek the inspiration which would naturally be 
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gained from linking it in a definite and permanent way 
with their activities. Mr. Hiester’s religious affilation 
was with Christ. Episcopal Church, of which he was 
vestryman from 1879 until his death, and from 1880 to 
1889 he served as Sunday school superintendent. In every 
branch of local activity, with which he was closely iden- 
tified, and in the progress of legal affairs in this State, 
Mr. Hiester’s death was the occasion of universal mourn- 
ing, for he had made countless friends and his interests 
were so closely bound up in his work and in these varied 
organizations that his passing left a void which time 
alone can fill. 

Isaac Hiester married, December 4, 1905, Mary Kimmel 
Baer, daughter of George F. Baer. 


ALEXANDER L. LURIA, of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
one of the most prominent Jewish residents of Reading, 
was born in 1881, and was educated in the public schools 
of Reading. At an early age he showed a marked aptitude 
for business, and after a successful experience in various 
lines of endeavor, he organized the firm of Luria Brothers, 
dealers in iron and scrap. This firm was very successful 
from the start, and in 1918 was incorporated under the 
name of Luria Brothers & Company, with Alexander L. 
Luria as its president. 


The success of Luria Brothers & Company is a romance: 


of American business. Under the dynamic and capable 
leadership of Alexander L. Luria the firm is to-day one of 
the most powerful in its line in America. The transac- 
tions of this firm run into millions of dollars annually 
and the company has offices in New York, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, and other large business centers. In addition 
to his great activities as president of his firm, Mr. Luria 
is associated with various other business enterprises, among 
which may be mentioned the Berks Country Trust Com- 
pany, of Reading, which large banking institution he has 
served as director for a number of years. 

During the World War Mr. Luria was a member of the 
Reading Defense Council, and was very active in every 
movement during those trying times. Mr. Luria is a Re- 
publican in politics, but never sought or held an office, 
although he repeatedly has been urged to be a candidate 
for various public offices. 

Mr. Luria is a member of. three Jewish congregations, 
namely Shomro Habrith, Temple Oheb Sholem, and Kesher 
Israel Synagogue. He is active in these congregations, 
and contributes liberally to their support. He is also a 
fellow of The American Iron and Steel Institute; a Mason, 
an Elk, and a leading member of the B’nai B'rith, as well 
as the Olympus Club, and the Blue Mountain Fishing 
Game Association. Mr. Luria is an enthusiastic member 
of the Jewish Community Cenier, of Reading, and was 
its first president. He has shown his zeal by recently 
purchasing a beautiful building and dedicating it for the 
use of the Jewish people of Reading. 

Mr. Luria married Jennie Lippman, formerly of Brook- 
lyn, New York, and is the proud father of four children, 
namely: Anna, Herbert, Fannie and Sylvia. Mr. Luria’s 
parents were the late Hirsh and Edith (Williams) Luria. 


JACOB KORALSKY—One of the best known Jewish 
institutions of Eastern Pennsylvania is the “Jewish Voice.” 
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This widely read publication was founded in 1922 by 
Jacob Koralsky. The “Voice” was first published as a 
monthly but is now issued as a semi-monthly and in the 
near future will be published as a weekly Jewish news- 
paper, catering to and working for the benefit of the great 
Jewish population of Eastern Pennsylvania, including such 
towns as Reading, Harrisburg, Allentown, Lebanon, Poits- 
town, Pottsville, York, Lancaster and other cities. As- 
sociated with Mr. Koralsky, who is president, and Editor 
of “The Jewish Voice,” is Joseph Fidler, who is business 
and advertising manager, and Nathan Hale Cohen who 
is associate editor of the English department. 

Mr. Koralsky is a leader of the Pennsylvania Jewry 
and has been connected with other publications in New 
York and Philadelphia. He aims to make “The Jewish 
Voice” the most powerful Jewish organs in Pennsyl- 
vania. 


RAYMOND AUSTIN SCHAEFFER —A resident 
of Reading for more than a decade and a half, Raymond 
A. Schaeffer, who came here as a child from his birthplace 
in Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, is today one of the rising and 
promising young business men of the city. His parents, 
Austin Joseph and Ida (Brienmer) Schaeffer, who came 
here and settled when their son was but seven years of 
age, are well known in the locality, the father being one 
of Reading’s fine musicians, as well as a business man 
associated with the Philadelphia & Reading Railway as 4 
car tracer. 


Raymond Austin Schaeffer was born March 10, 1901, 
in Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, the father being, as above 
stated, a musician, and a car tracer with the Philadelphia 
& Reading Railway Company. He received his early 
education in the public schools of Tamaqua and Reading, 
reaching the seventh grade in those schools, when he 
began a course in elementary electricity with the Keystone 
Institute, and furthered this education with a course in 
salesmanship, also at the Institute. He then took a 
partial course in electrical engineering with the Inter- 
national Correspondence School of Scranton, Pennsyl- 
vania, and later arranged, and is now studying along 
these lines, taking a regular and full course at the Alex- 
ander Hamilton Institute. His first work in the electrical 
field was with the Keystone Electric Company, where he 
fitted himself in the practical side of his chosen work; 
subsequently he was associated with Kutz & Smith, and 
other electrical houses, until in April, 1920, he went into 
business for himself, and has met with signal success. His 
application to detail in the rendering of service, and the 
character of his work, is made manifest in the steadily 
increasing patronage which he has enjoyed throughout 
his business venture, which, while not long established, 
has become known as a reliable enterprise. Mr. Schaeffer 
started this business in a small way, but he has met with 
constant and consistent success since its inception, and 
step by step he has enlarged his concern, until he is now 
enabled to meet promptly and efficiently contracts of 
any size, which he can expedite to the satisfaction of ail 
concerned. The motto and strict policy of his establish- 
ment is to render one hundred per cent of service in any 
job, no matter how small or how large it is, and the few 
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years that have passed give promise of a splendid future 
for him in his undertaking. 

Mr. Schaeffer is active in all matters of general public 
progress, and is affiliated with various organizations that 
are representative of advanced activities. He is identified 
with several fraternal organizations, being a member of 
Commandery, No. 247, Knights of Malta; and the Knights 
of the Maccabees. He is also a member of the “Busy 
Bees,” a side degree of the Maccabees. In his religious 
affiliation Mr. Schaeffer and his family are members of 
the Lutheran Church. 

Raymond Austin Schaeffer married, March 11, 1921, 
Dorothy Born, daughter of Frank E. and Laura (House- 
man) Born, respected citizens of Reading. Mr. and Mrs. 
Schaeffer are the parents of one child: Austin Franklin, a 
child of great promise. 





GEORGE FREDERICK BAER—The World knows 
the name of George Frederick Baer, but in the city of 
Reading and the State of Pennsylvania his lofty achieve- 
ments are of vital and permanent significance to the 
people. In the history of American advance his name 
stands out in the brilliant galaxy of the great, for in 
varied and important fields he stamped the impress of a 
forceful, yet wise and discerning spirit, upon the progress 
of his time. Mr. Baer’s early years linked his name with 
editorial, military and public affairs, but the most im- 
portant achievements of his life were in line with railway 
activities and the iron industry, while his interests reached 
out into many of the industrial, commercial and financial 
realms of his time. His keen judgement and discrimina- 
ting sense of values, together with this extensive and far 
reaching experience, gave him in his mature years the 
widest command of general affairs and conditions, and 
his natural ability as a speaker and writer gave him 
a remarkable influence in the progress of many movements 
for the general good. Mr. Baer’s talents were the more 
significant to his day and generation for the fact of his 
fearlessness in championing the right and his keen percep- 
tions when weighing matters of general interest. These 
qualities together with his brilliant training for and suc- 
cess in the law, enabled him to appraise accurately and 
. judge wisely, thus he was always a constructive force. 
His movement from one realm to another or his reaching 
out into different lines of advance was preéminently in 
the nature of building for future generations. He dis- 
dained mere change, nevertheless gave its full value to that 
judicious and resourceful turning of purpose which broad- 
ens a man’s usefulness and ever opens fresh avenues of 
advance. 

The Baer family was one of large importance in Ger- 
many, where it was established for many generations at 
Zweibrucken. Thence, Christophel Baer, great-grand- 
father of George F. Baer, came to America in 1743, 
landing in Philadelphia, September 30 in that year. He 
bought large tracts of land in Northampton County and 
one acreage was known as “Bruin’s Choice,” which is 
said to have been a liberal translation of the name of 
Mr. Baer’s ancestral home. Two brothers, John and 


Melchior Baer, accompanied him, and there are records of. 
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more than forty men of this name coming to America 
before 1750. 

John Jacob Baer, son of the pioneer, and grandfather 
of George F. Baer, was born on the homestead farm in 
1761, and was active in that section until 1800, when he 
removed to Maryland, taking his family thither and re- 
maining in that State until 1816, then removing to Som- 
erset County, Pennsylvania. His death occurred in 1823, 
and his name was a worthy one in the early history of 
the nineteenth century. 

Major Soloman Baer, father of George F. Baer, was 
born in Southampton County, now Lehigh County, near 
the village of Unionville, in 1794. He was six years of 
age when the family removed to Maryland and established 
themselves on a farm near Cumberland, then returned to 
Pennsylvania with the family and was a resident of the 
village of Somerset from 1848 until his death in 1882. 

George Frederick Baer was born in Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, September 26, 1842. Six years of age when 
his parents became residents of the village of Somer- 
set, at that time a community of less than two thousand 
population, Mr. Baer received his early education in 
Somerset Institute. His studies were interrupted from 
time to time, first by his eagerness to enter business and 
later by the activities of the Civil War. He spent a year 
at Somerset Academy, and in the fall of 1860 Mr. Baer 
entered Franklin and Marshall College, of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, as a member of the Sophomore class, and 
with the outbreak of war the following spring, he was 
called home to take up the business activities of his bro- 
ther, who was one of the early volunteers. It was not 
until aftér his own military service that he began his 
professional preparations, which were made in the office 
of his brothers, William and Herman Baer. These pro- 
gressive and outstanding attorneys of their time were able 
preceptors and far-sighter men, and under their super- 

vision Mr. Baer read law. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Baer was only thirteen years of age 
when he persuaded his parents to allow him to enter 
the “Somerset Democrat” office. He worked in the com- 
posing room of that paper for about two years. Follow- 
ing his attendance at Somerset Academy, he served as 
chief bookkeeper in the employ of the Ashtola Mills, an 
important lumbering interest, and it was from that po- 
sition that he went to college. With the opening of hos- 
tilities between the North and South, Harry Baer en- 
listed in the 54th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer In- 
fantry, and received commission as an officer. George 
F. Baer took his place in the office of the “Democrat” a: 
edtior and publisher, meanwhile continuing his interrupted 
studies. In August, 1862, with the war conditions ever 
more threatening, Mr. Baer himself decided that he could 
no longer devote his attention to the interests of civilian 
life, and with the high enthusiasm of the youth, fired 
with patriotic purpose, he organized a company of volun- 
teers from Somerset and that general region. This body 
was mustered into the Federal Service as Company E, 133rd 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and George 
F. Baer was commissioned captain, although he had not 
yet reached the age of twenty years. The period of enlis‘- 
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ment of this company was nine months, and at its close 
the members were mustered out of the service, this taking 
place on May 26, 1863. During their period ‘of activity, 
Captain Baer was detailed for a time as adjutant gen- 
eral of Humphrey’s Division, Second Brigade, and his 
regiment participated in the second battle of Bull Run, 
with the Army of the Potomac, also in the historic bat- 
tles of Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. 

Mr. Baer was admitted to the bar of Somerset County in 
the April term of 1864, and was active in association with 
his brothers for about four years in Somerset. His great 
promise as a trial lawyer, which was later amply ful- 
filled, led his friends to advise him to seek a wider field 
of activity, and coming to Reading he was admitted to the 
bar of Berks County, January 2, 1868. It was not long 
before the people of this city and county recognized the 
ability of the young man and retained him for important 
litigations. His subsequent admission to the State and 
National Supreme Courts gave his fame ever wider scope 
and placed among his clientele some of the most impor- 
tant interests of his native State. 

One of the leading corporations which Mr. Baer served 
as counsel in those early years was the Philadelphia & 
Reading Railway Company, and his ability in taking care 
of their legal work led to his being received as a member 
of the company, and upon its re-incorporation in the 
year 1901 he was elected president of that great railroad. 
Under his leadership the road achieved a very high level 
of success, its efficiency as a public service enterprise also 
winning the commendation of the people in the general 
sections through which its lines extend. Mr. Baer remained 
at the head of this great corporation until his death. From 
the year 1901 he was also president of the Central Rail- 
road of New Jersey. Even prior to his railroad activi- 
ties, Mr. Baer participated in the organization of the 
Reading Paper Mills, (1886) and he continued as a lead- 
ing executive of this corporation, his influence in the 
development and growth of the interest placing him among 
the nationally important business executives in the coun- 
try. The three fine plants of this concern are located in 
Reading, or its immediate vicinity, and they manufacture 
the highest quality of book and manilla paper. 

To the city of Reading, perhaps, the most important of 
Mr. Baer’s business affiliations was his presidency of the 
Reading Iron Company. The splendid plants of this 
concern are scattered in different parts of the State, and 
it is one of Pennsylvania’s most noted industries. Mr. 
Baer became president of this concern, when he was 
still engaged as counsel of the Philadelphia & Reading 
Railroad, and for twelve years he served as president of 
the Reading Iron Company. His leadership of the or- 
ganization was one of eminently constructive and per- 
manently beneficial activity, for his wisdom in advance, 
his precision of judgement, and the quality of far-sighted- 
ness which enabled him accurately to forecast the future, 
were forces of vital import to the organization in its 
years of development. Mr. Baer resigned from the presi- 
dency when his railway interests demanded more of his 
time and energies, but he remained on the board of direc- 
tors as president of the board. Other industrial enter- 
prises which felt the force and impetus of Mr. Baer’s 
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cooperation were the Cambria Steel Company, the Temple 
Iron Company and the Pennsylvania Steel Company. 
Financial affairs and many branches of worthy effort 
shared the aid and support of this broad minded and 
able executive. He was one of the founders of the Penn 
National Bank (1883) and the following year he bore a 
part in the establishing of the Reading Hospital. In 1886 
he was a member of the group of leading citizens who 
organized the Reading Trust Company, and in 1887 he 
bore a part in the founding of Penn Common. In this 
last mentioned interest, which is peculiarly an interest 
of the people, he bore a particularly noteworthy part, 
for it was through his efforts that the county of Berks 
relinquished the ownership of this ground and turned 
it over to the municipality of Reading. This resulted in 
the election of Mr. Baer as president of the Board of 


Park Commissioners upon its creation by the City Coun-'‘ 


cil, and he served in that capacity for a number of years. 
Mr. Baer was one of the organizers of the Reading Free 
Library in 1898, and from 1895 he was a member of the 
board of trustees of the Charles Evans Cemetery. 

In political affairs he has long been a strong supporter of 
Democratic principles and policies, and has done much 
toward the placing of wise and suitable men in public 
office, but never personally accepted public responsi- 
bility, his business interests too largely commanding his 
time and energies. In every community effort which bene- 
fited the people or contributed to the dignity or pros- 
perity of the civic body, he was always a loyal supporter 
of worthy advance, and the first modern fireproof office 
building in this city was erected by Mr. Baer in 1900. 
This is occupied on the first two floors by the offices of the 
Reading Iron Company and is a structure seven stories 
in height, with eighty rooms, standing at the corner of 
Court and Church streets. The progress of education was 
to Mr. Baer one of the most important public interests, 
and he served on the board of trustees of Franklin & 
Marshall College for many years, his identification with 
that body beginning in 1872. He served as president from 
1894, until his death. He did much for the advancement 
and economic welfare of the institution, and in the year 
1886 his Alma Mater conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws. He was a member of the 
Alumni Association of the College for many years, and 
was elected its vice-president in 1895. He was long a 
member of the Wyomissing Club and the Berkshire Club, 
and was one of the organizers of both, the former in 1890 
and the latter in 1899. 

In the maintenance and advancement of any worthy 
activity, the faithful endeavors of every participant count 
largely and vitally, but there is particular importance of an 
inspirational nature and of permanent significance in 
the work of the man who possesses the gift of ready 
expression. Mr. Baer’s talents as an orator were counted 
among his most noteworthy characteristics, and his en- 
deavors on the platform were turned to the advancement 
of many branches of public and general interest. His re- 
markable knowledge of affairs in many and varied fields 
gave him the widest command of facts and figures, while 
his forceful style, yet ever pleasing manner, made him 
a speaker eminently convincing. Always accurate in his 
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promises, his logic was of that quality which carries the 
audience before it. Mr. Baer gave many addresses before 
important assemblages on topics of legal import, among 
which may be mentioned in this connection, addresses 
on “Land Tenure” before the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Law Department, October 25, 1887; another be- 
fore the Single Tax Society in Reading, January 19, 1891, 
on “The Relation of Tariff to Wages.” An outstanding 
address of political import was Mr. Baer’s “Appeal to 
Democrats,” which was published in 1896 and brought 
about the organization of the faction known as Gold 
Democrats, as a strong body in the fight against the sil- 
ver sentiment, which controlled the national conventions 
of that year. Mr. Baer’s address before the Pennsylvania 
Society, of New York, on “Pennsylvania Theories of Gov- 
ernment” delivered on December 11, 1912, was a masterly 
treatment of an interesting subject, and his open letter 
to the Pennsylvania Legislature, on “Railroad Legislation” 
on February 7, 1907, was an eminently fair minded ap- 
peal from a man in a position to know the needs of trans- 
portation companies and at the same time to recognize 
their status before the legislative body. Other interesting 
and important addresses, which had to do with the progress 
of the Commonwealth, on ‘Germans in Pennsylvania,” 
a lecture delivered before the Teacher’s Institute of Berks 
County at Reading, September 26, 1895; and an address 
of historical interest on the “Bechstein Germanic Library” 
when this branch of the University of Pennsylvania was 
opened, March 21, 1896. Mr. Baer’s address on the mining 
of coal, delivered in various parts of Schuylkill County, 
was one of the popular group which did much to bring 
into general recognition the importance of various Pennsyl- 
vania industries, and his argument before the Anthracite 
Coal Strike Commission in Philadelphia, on April 8, 1904, 
bore a vital influence in the settling of the disputes between 
capital and labor, which then effected the entire country. 
The advance of religion was also promoted by Mr. Baer’s 
public addresses such as his discussion of the influence of 
the Reformed Church on civil government, which was de- 
livered at Franklin & Marshall College, May 10, 1894, 
the occasion being the dedication of the new Theological 
Seminary of that Institution. He addressed the Reading 
Young Men’s Christian Association on January 1, 1900, 
on the subject “Work is Worship,’ and this address was 
so highly commended by leading educators and Christian 
workers that by special request he amplified it for delivery 
before Franklin & Marshall College, January 16, 1902. He 
has been the leading speaker on many occasions of historic 
or civic import in Reading and other cities, notably at the 
unveiling of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument at Allen- 
town, October 19, 1899; at the laying of the corner stone, 
June 13, 1900, of the Science Building for Franklin & 
Marshall College; the dedication of the Boys’ High School 
in Reading, on Thanksgiving Day, 1906; the address of 
welcome upon the organization of the Pennsylvania Ger- 
man Society, of Lancaster, April 15, 1891; and many 
other widely significant and noteworthy occasions. Mr. 
Baer’s support of religious activities in Reading was 
always generous and unfailing, and in the many activities 
of the Second Reformed Church, of which he and his fam- 
ily were members, he was a liberal contributor to every 
effort. One of his most deeply appreciated expressions of 


his interest in the work of the church was his never 
failing contribution of beautiful and rare flowers for any 
and every occasion of special importance and this custom 
was continued by his family. 

George F. Baer married, in 1866, Emily Kimmel, daugh- 
ter of John O. and Mary (Parker) Kimmel, her father a 
leading Somerset lawyer. They were the parents of five 
daughters: Marion, wife of William N. Appel, a Lan- 
caster lawyer; Helen, wife of William Griscom Coxe, a 
well known citizen of Wilmington, Delaware; Mary, wife 
of Isaac Hiester; Emily, wife of Frank L. Connard, who 
died January 21, 1908; and Nellie, wife of Heber L. 
Smith, of Philadelphia. Mrs. Baer was a woman of beau- 
tiful spirit and charming presence, a leading worker in 
literary, civic, social and religious organizations, and she 
is remembered by many distinguished guests as one of 
the most admirable and gracious hostesses of Berks County. 
Both at “Hawthorne,” the lovely Baer estate in the 
suburbs of Reading, and at the stately Philadelphia resi- 
dence, where the family usually spent the winter months, 
Mrs. Baer entertained many of the foremost people of 
the day, and the library at “Hawthorne” is one of the 
finest collections of rare and choice editions in the State. 





ISAIAH RAMBO, JR.—Foremost in Reading bus.- 
ness circles is Isaiah Rambo, Jr., who is conducting a suc- 
cessful business as decorator and costumer, together with a 
toy shop. Mr. Rambo, Jr., shows marked ability for 
his chosen line of work, having won the reputation of an 
expert. In practically every town and city of importance 
in the State of Pennsylvania can be seen the results of 
his work as a decorator; and he has filled contracts for 
both large and small jobs in various other States of the 
Union. Originality marks all of his work and is really 
the keynote to his success. 

Mr. Rambo, Jr., has the added distinction of being the 
originator of the first city flag of Reading, as well as 
being the manufacturer of it. This flag was adopted 
by the city at the sesqui-centennial anniversary, Sep- 
tember, 1898. The main colors of the flag, arranged 
in three vertical stripes, red, white, and blue, the colors 
of the Union, represent the patriotism of the people who 
have taken an important part in the affairs of the city, 
State and Nation. In the center of the white stripe ‘s 
placed the coat-of-arms of the Penn family, in honor of 
the Penns, who were the proprietors of Reading, and 
laid out the city. The escutcheon shows a black shield 
with gold band, combining the colors of the old German 
Empire, whence came the majority of Reading’s people. 
The salamander, in the midst of a flame, indicates that 
its prosperity is principally dependent upon furnaces of 
every description. The supporters, two figures supporting 
the shield, are emblematic of labor, which has always 
been the price and support of Reading, and the source of 
its prosperity. The staff of Mercury is used for a crest 
because it is the symbol of constant activity. The motto, 
Deo Adjuvante Labor Proficit (labor profits with the help 
of God), is a fitting one for the people who thrive and 
prosper under God’s care. At the 175th anniversary of 
the founding of Reading, which also marked the 150th 
anniversary of the Reading Volunteer Fire Department, 
this flag was placed on all public buildings and in all fire 
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houses. Mr. Rambo has every reason to be proud of this 
splendid achievement. 

Born in Reading, June 29, 1858, Mr. Rambo has lived 
his entire life here, and is the son of Isaiah and Ebezena 
Rambo. His father, Isaiah Rambo, Sr., was the founder 
of the first toy shop in Reading, about 1870, and at that 
time it was one of the most prominent business houses 
of Reading known as the Toy and Novelty Store. In 
those. early days.it was customary for merchants to dis- 


sylvania, on the farm now occupied by Samuel B. Knabb. 
The old house was burned in 1816-17, and the same year 
the present house was erected. A family cemetery on the 
farm contains the remains of the three brothers and many 
of their descendants. John died in the forty-eighth year 
of h isage, unmarried, but Peter lived to his seventy-fourth 
year and left a numerous progeny. Michael Knabb married, . 
on March 11, 1755, Eve Magdalena Seltzer, only child 
of Jacob and Elizabeth Seltzer, of Heidelberg Township, 
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_ play their wares on the sidewalk, and the Rambo store 


was always foremost in display of goods and novelty 
features which brought to Mr. Rambo success and pros- 
perity. This remarkable store has continued down through 
the years to the present (1925), now being conducted by 
the son of the founder, and the subject of our biography. 
The first store, a low, one-story structure, was located 
at No. 630 Penn Street, but today the location is on the 
southeast corner of Sixth and Washington streets, and 
the building in which it is housed is thoroughly up-to- 
date. The business continues to be a success under: the 
leadership of the son, who is also achieving prominence 
as a -decorator and costumer. Isaiah Rambo, Sr., his 
father, was an influential member of the community, and 
a patriotic citizen, having served as a private of the First 
Defenders Ringgold Artillery during the Civil War. 

Isaiah Rambo; Jr., like his father, is regarded as a 
worthy citizen of Reading. This city being his birth- 
place, it is but natural that he should feel a pride in its 
upbuilding. Mr. Rambo was one of the first members 
of Reading’s Board of Trade, and one of the first mem- 
bers of its Chamber of Commerce, which organization sub- 
sequented the Board of Trade. He is also a member of 
the Merchants’ Association. His fraternal affiliations are 
with the Knights of Malta, of Reading, of which he was 
one of the first members; and he was a charter member of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Eiks; Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, Camp 89; and Knights of the 
Golden Eagle, No. 51. Mr. Rambo is a member of the 
First Baptist Church, of Reading, of which he has been 
a vestryman for eighteen years. 

Isaiah Rambo, Jr., was united in marriage with Jennie 
S. Beyler, of Reading, daughter of Daniel and Margaret 
Beyler, and they are the parents of five children: Esther, 
married Ralph Hauck; Helen, an accountant with the 
Narrow Fabric Company; Martha and Mary, twins, Mar- 
tha associated in business with Liggett’s Drug stores, and 
now married to Joseph Saylor, assistant manager of said 
business, and Mary who is a school teacher and playground 
director; Warren, an artist, and one of the art painting di- 
rectors for Henry Johnson, nationally known art sign maker. 


JACOB KNABB, in whose death, which occurred 
January 30, 1889, at his home in Reading, this city and 
section lost a man of more than ordinary distinction, was 
born in Union Township, Berks County, August 21, 1817, 
son of Jacob, Sr., and Hannah (Yoder) Knabb, and 
grandson of Michael and Eve Magdalena (Seltzer) Knabb. 

Michael Knabb, the grandiather, was a native of Bava- 
ria, born at Pieldersheim, in the Pfalz, April 17, 1717. 
About 1737, in company with two brothers, John and 


_ Peter, he came to America, and settled near the Exeter 


Township line, in Oley Township, Berks County, Penn-. 


and they became the parents of eight children: Nicholas, 
Peter, Jacob, Daniel, Susan, Sarah, Catharine and Mary. 
Michael Knabb died June 17, 1778, in the sixty-second 
year of his age, and was laid to rest in the family cemetery 
above mentioned. 

Jacob Knabb, son of Michael Knabb, was born in Oley 
Township in 1771. Soon after his marriage, in 1800, he 
moved to Union Township, where he propered as a farmer. 
He died February, 1825. In 1800 he married Hannah 
Yoder, daughter of John Yoder, and a descendant of 
John (Hansel) Yoder, a Huguenot, who on account of 
religious persecution emigrated from Switzerland in the 
early part of the eighteenth century, and went first to 
England, thence coming to America and locating early in 
Oley Township, Berks County. From John (Hansel) 
Yoder, Mrs. Knabb’s decent is through John (2) and 
Daniel. To Jacob and Hannah (Yoder) Knabb were born 
six children: Daniel, George, Jacob, Margaret, Catharine 
and Hannah. The mother died in August, 1824. 

Jacob Knabb, son of Jacob Knabb, and the subject of 
this sketch, was but seven years old when his parents died. 
Until he was about eleven he attended the pay schools 
of the township, making his home with an elder sister. 
He apprenticed himself to learn the printer’s trade under 
George Getz, of the “Berks and Schuylkill Journal,” and 
remained there until Mr. Getz sold the paper. By this 
time Mr. Knabb realized the benefit of an education, and 


_he set about remedying his deficiency in that line, studying 


for one year in the Lititz School, and for another year 
in Lafayette College. From the time he left college until 
1840 he was engaged in printing in Reading, and in Har- 
risburg. In the latter city he worked on the Harrisburg 
“Telegraph,” where the State printing was done, and he 
held the position of foreman for a time. In 1840, with 


Mr. J. Lawrence Getz, he began the publication of a. 


weekly paper, the Reading “Gazette,” but in 1843 he sold 
his share, and the next year found him in Harrisburg, 
publishing the “Clay Bugle,” a campaign paper. In 1845 he 
came back to Reading and became the editor of the “Berks 
and Schuylkill Journal,” some time later becoming also its 
proprietor. This he continued for about forty-five years. 
In 1866 he associated two partners with himself, and the 
firm became J. Knabb & Co. Three years later (1869) 
they purchased the Reading “Daily Times,” and some years 
afterward the “Evening Dispatch,’ and the two papers 
were consolidated under the name of Reading “Times and 
Dispatch,” and published daily and weekly. Properity at- 
tended the venture, and in 1881 Mr. Knabb erected the 
substantial four-story brick building, which became the 
paper’s home. 

Mr. Knabb’s mature life was devoted to the interests 
of Reading, and he was particularly prominent in all 
public movements which contributed to the spread of 
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education. The Reading Library received his assistance 
for many years, and for many years he was its president, 
up to the time of his death. During the ‘Civil War he 
responded to the call for emergency militia in 1863, and 
after the battle of Gettysburg he served in Maryland as 
a member of Company C, 42d P. V. I. 

Mr. Knabb cast his first vote in support of the Whig 
Party, and when the Republican Party was formed he be- 
came one of its active supporters, acting for some years 


as chairman of the county Republican committee. In 1860 _ 


he was a delegate to the Chicago Convention from the 
Berks district, which nominated Abraham Lincoln for Pres- 
ident. He was postmaster of Reading under that admin- 
istration, and in 1876 he was Presidential elector from this 
Congressional District and cast his ballot for President 
Hayes. He was prominent and influential in party politics 
for a quarter of a century. 

In 1878 Mr. Knabb, with a friend as a companion, made 
an extended tour through Europe, and his letters, pub- 





lished from time to time in his paper, were so full of 
interest that he was urged to publish them in book 
form, but with his natural modesty he declined. In 1856 
he published the first directory of Reading. 

Mr. Knabb was twice married. In 1846 he married 
Ellen C. Andrews, daughter of Machiavel Andrews. Dur- 
ing the Civil War she was active in caring for soldiers in 
the local hospital, and was in charge of one of the de- 
partments of the Sanitary Fair, at Philadelphia. She was 
a member of Christ Episcopal Church, and was a great 
friend of the poor and needy. Her death in 1875 was 
universally regretted. In 1879 Mr. Knabb married (sec- 
ond) Ellen M. Jameson, daughter of James and Mary 
(Worman) Jameson, the former a well-known and suc- 
cessful merchant at Reading. Mr. Knabb early became 4 
communicant of the Episcopal Church, and served as ves- 
tryman many years. He held the confidence and good- 
will of all. 
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Frame, page 154, John M. Frame passed away February 3, 1925. 
Getz, pages 71-72, James K. Getz passed away August 21, 1924. 


-ADDENDA. 


Richards, pages 23-24, Joseph W. Richards passed away in his eighty-first year. 
Wenrich, page 340, Mrs. George G. Wenrich passed away December 23, 1924. 
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Teel, Amos, 338 
Bessie J., 389 
Forrest, 383 
Frank, 388 
Harry C., 388 
Marion, 388 
Warren F., Rev., 388 

Thomas, Achille, 113 
Katharine, 113 
Leon E., 113 


Thompson, Augustus, 314 
Ella, 314 
Elmer S., 314 
Thornburg, Harry O., 367 
Margaret A., 368 
Thomas L., 367 
Thun, Anna M., 20 
Ferdinand, 19 
Titlow, Charles H., 79 
Edwin J., 79 
Maggie J., 79 
Trusty, Ernest, 256 
Mary, 256 
William H., 256 
Tyson, Frank A., 275, 276 
George, 276 
John D., 276 
Johuing M275 
John W., 275 
Laura J., 276 


Ulrich, Amelia, 284 
Calvin A., 284 
Daniel, 284 
Morris J., 284 
Paul, 284 

Umbenhauer, Isaac S., 263 
Le Roy P., 262, 263 
Peter, 263 
Susanna, 263 
Thomas, 263 
William, 263 


Van Denberg, Edward D., 415 
Ellen N., 415 
John, 415 
Peter W., 415 


Wagenhorst, Annie, 237 
Franklin, 236 
John, 236 
Llewellyn, 237 
Louise, 237 
Mahlon, 236, 237 
Marie, 237 
Nathan, 236 
Wagner, Anna, 57 
George W., 66 
Paul C., 66 
William, 66 
Waidelich, Daisy M., 295 
Dexter T., 297 
Michael F., 297 
Robert A., 297 
Walborn, Arthur L., 414 
Earl E., 414 
Ella C., 414 
Henry G., 414 
George H., 414 
Jacob H., 414 
Wanner, Amos B., Hon., 58 
Anna L., 10 
Clementine C., 58 
Elmer E., 359 
George A., 58 
J. Edward, 57, 58 
Joel B., Hon., 9, 10 
John, 9, 58, 359 
Jobn-#., 16 
Katherine M., 16 
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Martin, 9, 58, 359 Sarah E., 429 Hannah, 426 / 
Mary L., 359 Whitner (Wittner), Abraham, 174 Howard G., 356 i 
Peter, 9, 58, 359 ; Abraham, Rev., 173 Ida M., 356 i 
Peter C., 359 Amelia, 175 Lela K., 426 
Peter D., 16 Calvin K., 173, 174 Nicholas, 425 } 
Wartzenluit, Edna, 321 George, 174 Yoder, Carrie M., 223 | 
Gerauld, 320 Hiram, 174 Franklin S., 223 
Samuel L., 320 ; saobn Ge Rev, As Leonard G. 223 | 
Webber, Catharine, 305 Mary, 175 Samuel M 192 
George M., 304 Samuel, 174 Sophia, isnt 
Pe ae bids Wiater, Annie T., 258 William 5., Dr., 192 
Webster, J. Milo, 239, 240 te ee ae! Madae Tasha, 
Wetdetiver “Evasl Lawrence, 257 corge R., 42 
eeaers baths Bo> Wilgeroth, Charles N., Dr., 396 eee | 
John, 338 John, 390 Pau 4 
Weil Eli h A. “ Sarah AS 390 aura BS 430 } 
> he ee Asiaah Willson, Bert F., 427 Ruth A., 431 
John, Dorothy G., 394 Samuel E., 431 | 
Philip A., 351 Frederick, 303 Yost, Daniel F., 345 / 
Weiser, Conrad, 32 2 bree Meaty : ie : 
Ei George W., 427 Emma L., 345 : 
zabeth, 416 ee 4 F 7 S345 
<Isaac D., 416 Gile, 393 nieeeniee ee 
Paul, 416 Gile J., 393 ap i 
Weller, Amanda, 365 Lilian I, 393 ete Pres y tae BP, 
NavidsH., 365 Nora, 427 BS dona, ne 
Elizabeth F., 365 Ee ne, ae Se es 
Fred W., 365 omas Aw (2), 39 thet Bp 
Wenrich, Adam, 214 ee et 2 Wea Ree 
Anna M., 340* rnulf, Dr., 251 
Charles F., 309 Katherine F., 251 Zechman, Daniel B., (D. Benjamin), 
David, 369 Woerner, Anna C., 300 330 
Geoee ee Dr., 215, 340 Frederick A., 299, 300 rate: ah %, 
ohn, Frederick M., 300 TULA ANS ye? 
John A., 215 Wolf, Francis X., 306 Zerr, Benjamin H., 29, 30 
pl fe 369 Paul O., 305, 306 Carrie G., 30 
Mary L., 309 Sarah E., 306 Elenora, 30 
Mary S., 369 Wolfskill, Allen, 325 George, 29 
Matthias, 214 Henry L., 325 Jacob, 29 
Matthias, Sr., 340 Maude, 325 Samuel, 30 
: Reuben D., 340 Stewart R., 30 
| Reuven D., Dr., 214 Yeager, Abraham, 89 - Walter B., 30 
arah, 215 Edward, 89 Zieber, Annie G., 100 
William J., 369 Kate I., 90 Philip, 100 
William W., 309 Yeity, Augustus C., 270 ce 
; Philip S., 99, 100 
Wentzel, Emma, 64 Charles W., 271 Samuel, 100 
William Z. J., Jr., 64. Mary £§.,; 271 Ziel ara ye 
William Z. J., Sr., 64 Philip, 270 ee anaes, ‘ 
Wer Reverse 428, 429 Solomon, 271 iat C ed 
mma L., Verkes, Charles W., 307, 308 : 1s 
Frank. S,,..119, 120 James C., 307 ee a ’ 
Franklin A., 120 Mary R., 308 ; ilip W., 25 
Frederick, 120 Yocom (Yocum), Aaron, 425 Willard E., 255 
Paul B., 120 Catharine A., 426 Zimmerman, Amelia, 383 
Samuel, 120, 428 Charles, 356 Charles, 383 


Samuel H., 120 George, 425 Milton C., 383 
* Refers to Addenda 
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African Methodist Episcopal Church, 97. 
Agricultural & Horticultural Association: 58- 


59. 

Agricultural and Horticultural Society: 56- 
58 

Agriculture, Horticulture, and Dairying: 53- 
65 


Albany, village: 301. 

Albany station: 301. 

Albany, Township of: 22, 26; schools, 299; 
general review, 295-304; industries, 298; 
churches, 299-301; Indian depredations, 301; 
villages of, 301-03; roads and_ railroads, 
303. 

Alleghenyville: 327. 

Allentown and Reading Traction Co.: 373. 

Alpheus Frauenfelter Company: 324. 

Alsace Township: public highways, 26; 22; 
schools, 68; general history, 273. 

Altalaha Lutheran Church, Rehrersburg: 
510-11. : 

American Legion: 124-25. 

Amish Church: 97. 

Amity Township: 22, 26; schools 68; general 
history, 273. 

Amityville, formerly New Storeville: 272. 

Art Gallery & Public Museum, Reading; 
74-76. 

Artist of Berks Co.: 450. 

Assemblymen: 218-20. 

Attorneys: 131-36. 

Auditors, County; from 1797: 30-31. 

Baer Family: 431. 

Bally, Borough, formerly Churchville: 273, 
281, 341; general history, 366-67. 

Banks and Banking: general review, 137-55; 

Baptist Church—see also town and borough 
classifications: 96. 

Barbecues, Some Memorable: 217-18. 

Barto, village: 273, 281. 

Baumstown: 273. 

Bechtelsville: 23, 274, 276, 281, 341; 360-61; 
367-68. 

Beekersville: 327. 

Beissel, Conrad, the Magus of Ephrata: 489. 

Belleman’s (Salem’s) Union Church: 521-23 

Bells of the Old Court House and Market 
House, Reading: 442-43. 

Bench and Bar of Berks County: district 
attorneys, 34-35; general legal history, 129- 
36; judges from 1752 to 1790, 129; judicial 
districts, 130; president-judges from 1791, 
130-31; additional law judges, 131; other 
jurists, 131; attorneys at law, 131-36. 

Berks County: geology, 1-2; topography and 
natural features, 2-5; plant and animal life, 
5-7; Indians, 9-13; early white settlements, 
15-19; original purchase trom Indians, 18- 
19; erection of, 21-22; original divisions, 
22; boundary, 22; townships of, 22-23; 
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boroughs of, 23; courthouses & prisons, 23- 
25; Poor House, 25-26; roads, 26, 44-45; 
charitable institutions, 27-28; county rec- 
ords, 28-29; civil list, 29-29; navigation, 
41; floods, 42; bridges, 42-43; railroads, 
46-51; street railways, 51; lotteries, 51- 
52; post offices, 52-53; agriculture, 53-65; 
area & valuation, 59-61; schools, 67-78, 
529-535; churches, 79-100, 469-529; military 
history, 101-127; 535-56; forts of 105-07; 
American Legion posts, 124-25; Bench and 
Bar, 129-36; Banks & Banking, 137-55; 
newspapers, 157-62; medical profession, 
164-75; dentistry, 177-78; language and cus- 
toms of Berks Countians, 179-81; hotels & 
taverns, 181-85; fraternal societies, 187-94; 
women’s organizations, 193-205; Red Cross, 
207-13; Political History, 216-21; Kistlers 
Valley, 223-32; City of Reading, 233-72; 
townships of, 273-339; boroughs, 341-399; 
industries, 401-27; pioneer families, 429- 
39; population, 441; artists, 450; literature, 
450; weather reports, 451; Western Berks 
history, 461-572. 

Berks County Boys’ Home: 27. 

Berks County Medical Society: 169-73. 

Berks County Trust Company of Reading: 
143. 

Berkshire Country Club: 326-27. 

Bernadine Sisters’ (Polish) Convent: 328. 

Bern Township: 22, 26; schools, 68, 325, 326. 

Bern (Union) Church: 523-25. 

Bernville: 23, 68, 341, 326, 359. 

Bertolet Family: 432. 

Bethany Orphans’ Home, Womelsdorf: 27, 
326, 572. 

Bethel Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Bicycle Manufacturers: 416, 

Birdsboro: 23; churches, 79-100; banks, 147, 
152, 327; founding of, 341; incorporation, 
342; town officials, 342-43; industries, 343- 
44, 424-27. 

Birdsboro Steel Foundry & Machine Co.: 
343-44; 426-27. 

Black Bear: 273. 

Blandon: 294, 308. 

Blue Rocks, The: 282-83, 298, 346. 

Blue Marsh: 326. 

Blue Mountain Church: 514-17. 

Boone’s Birthplace, Daniel: 443. 

Bowers, Mrs. John B., writing on Society of 
Friends: 85. 

Bowers, Town of: 294, 338. 

Royer Family: 433. 

Boyertown: 23, 274, 276; founded, 341; 
general history, 353-57; industries, Soa7 

Brecknock Township: 22, 26, 68, 327. 

Bridges of Berks County: 42-43. 

Brooke Iron Company, The E & G; 424-26. 

Browersville: 327. 
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Brownsville: 326. 

Buena Vista: 294. 

Buildings: Historic: in Oley, 274; Liscum 
Pierre Lodge, 285-86; Trexler, 302; Rich- 
mond, 312; Kutztown, 334; Daniel Boone’s 
birthplace, 443; homestead of Abraham 
Lincoln’s ancestors, 443. 

Business & Professional Women’s Club: 202- 
03. 

Caernarvon Township: 22, 26, 68, 327. 

Catholic (Roman) Church—-see also town and 
borough classifications: 88-91. 

Centennial Exposition: 454-55. 

Centre Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. i 

Centreport, Borough of: 23, 326, 341, 360. 

Chamber of Commerce, Reading: 252-56, 
272. 

Chapel Rock: 274. 

Charming Forge: 558-59. 

Christ Little Tulpehocken Church: 511-12. 

Christ (Tulpehocken) Lutheran Church: 502- 
07. 

Church of Christ Scientist: 100. 

Churches—see also denominational and com- 
munity classification: Lutheran, 79-83; 
Reformed, 84-85; Society of Friends, 85- 
88; Roman Catholic, 88-91; Schwenkfel- 
ders, 91-94; Evangelical, 95; Episcopal 
95-96; Baptist, 96; Dunkard, 96, 100; 
Moravian, 96-97, 100; Amish, 97; M. i, 
97; Presbyterian, 98; Jewish, 98-100; Uni- 
versalist, 100; United Brethren, 100; mis- 
cellaneous, 100; churches of Western Berks, 
481-529. 

Civil List: 29-39, 215-21. 

Civil War: 110-13, 553-55. 

Clayton, Town: 293. 

Clerks of Orphans Court; 34. 

Clerks of Quarter Sessions: 34. 

Coalbrookdale Township: 22, 26; schools, 68; 
general history, 273. 

Colonial Trust Company of Reading; 141-42. 
Company A, Reading Militia in World War: 
117-119-22. 

Company I, Reading Militia, in World War: 
118-19. : 

Conservation of Natural Resources: 62. 
Conservation Association of Berks County: 
63-65. 

Controllers. County: 31. 

Cootstown—see Kutztown: 

Coroners, County: 32-33. 

County Commissioners, irom 1752: 29-30. 

County Home: 25-26, 328. 

Courthouses and Prisons: 23-25. 

Courts and Lawyers—see Bench and Bar. 

Croll Family: 434. 

Crystal Cave: 310-11, 443. 

Cumru Township: 22, 26; schools, 68; gen- 
eral history, 327-328. 

Croll, Rev. P. C., D. D., author of Western 
Berks County section: 461 et seq. 
Customs & Languages of Berks Countians: 

179-81. 
Dale, village: 282. 
Dale Forge: 282. 


Daughters of the American Revolution: 194- 


97. 
Deatrick, W. W., 303, 307, 320, 339. 
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De Benneville. Dr. George, early physician: 
164. 

De La Planck, Dr. Jacques, first physician 
in county: 164. 

De Long Family: 434. 

Delphian Society: 205. 

Dental Surgeons of County: 177-78. 

Der Schimmel, White Horse: 297. 

Detectives, Special: 35. 

Dierolf Family: 435. 

Dictrick Family: 435. 

District Attorneys: 34-35. 

District, Township of: 22, 26, 273, 278-80. 

Douglass Township: 22, 26, 68, 273. 

Douglassville: 273. 

Dreibelbis, village: 285. 

Dryville, formerly Stony Point: 273, 278. 

Dunkard Church: 96, 100. 

Eagle Point: 294, 332, 338. 

Earl Township: 22, 26, 68, 273. 

East Berkley: 294. 

East Penna. Railroad: 374. 

Eastern Star. Order of: 188. 

Eckville: 301. 

Education: see Schools. 

Elks, Benev. Prot. Order of: 191-92, 194. 

Engelsville: 273. 

English Settlers: 16-17. 

Episcopal Church: 95-96. 

Epler’s Union Church: 525-20. 

Eschbach, village: 273, 281. 

Evangelical Church: 95. 

Exeter Friends’ Meeting Heuse: 85, 443. 

Exeter Township: 22, 26, 68, 85-87, 273. 

Farm Bureau of Berks County: 61-62. 

Farmers’ Bank of Reading: 137-38. 

Farmers’ National Bank: 138-29. 

Farmers’ Bank and Trust Co., Kutztown: 
151, 

Farmers’ National Bank, Boyertown: 147. 

Farmington: 294. 

Fertilizer Works: 328. 

Finances of Berks County: 28-29. 

First Iron Cookstove with Oven Cast in 
America: 292. 

First National Bank: of Bernvilie, 149; of 
Birdsboro, 147; of Fleetwood, 149; of 
Hamburg, 149; of Leesport, 151; of Oley, 
149; of Shoemakersville, 151. 

Fismes Sector. Berks County Soldiers in: 
119-20. 

Fleetwood, Borough of: 23, 319, 341, general 
history, 361-64. 

Floods: 42. 

Forges, Furnaces & Ironworks: various, 274; 
Rockland Twp., 277; District Twp. 279; 
Washington, 280, 281; Hereford, 291-92; 
Albany, 298; Richmond, 312; Windsor, 321; 
Marion, 326; Robeson & Union, 327; Max- 
atawny, 332; Birdsboro, 341-42, 343, 423- 
26; Boyerstown, 354; Bechtelsville, 367, 
Kutztown, 375; of county, 377; of wes- 
tern Berks, 423. 

Fox, Cyrus T., editor. 

Fraternal Orders:—see also town and borough 
classifications: 187-94. 

Fredericksville: 279. 

Freetown: 371. 

French & Indian War: 101-02; 535-46. 
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Freytown: 326. 

Freiden’s Church, Bernville: 512. 

Friedensburg: 273. 

Friends, Society of: 85-88, 443. 

Fritztown: 326. 

Frush Valley: 273. 

Furnaces of County--see also Forges: 401. 

Gablesville: 273. 

Ganshowehanne (Indian name for Schuylkill 
River): 5, 12. 

Garbage Disposal: 328. 

Garfield. | Memorial Services for President: 
446. 

Geigerstown: 327. 

Geology of Berks County: 1-2. 

German Settlement: 15. 

Gibraltar, village, 327, 328. 

Glendale: 273. 

Glen-Gery Shale Brick Company: 349-50. 

Glenside: 327. 

Gouglersville: 327. 

Grand Army of the Republic: 113-15. 

Grant, Death of Gen. U. S.: 447. 

Great Riot, The (1877): 269-71. 

Greenwald, Hamlet: 302. 

Greenwich Township: 22, 26; schools, 68, 
288-90; general history of twp., 282-90; 
the Blue Rocks, 282-83; villages of 284; 
churches of, 286-88; 294. 

Greshville: 273. 

Grim, James S., author of article on plants 
and animal life: 5. 

Grimville: 285. 

Haefer Family: 436. 


Hain’s (St. John’s) Reformed Church: 509. - 


Halfway House, village: 294, 309. 

Hamburg: 23, schools, 68; banks, 149, 152; 
churches, 99-100; 321, 322; general history, 
344-45. 

Hamburg Savings & Trust Co.: 145-46. 

Hancock: 294, 306. 

Hardie, Redemptioner Schoolmaster: 337-38. 

Harding, Memorial Services for President 
Warren G., 449. 


Harlem, village: 293. 


Harrison, President Wm. H.: 445. 

Hat & Cap Industry: 417. 

Health Resorts of Wernersville: 570. 

Hebrew Congregations: 98-100. 

Hefiner & Moyer Box Factory: 324. 

Heidelberg Moravian Church: 507-09. 

Heidelberg Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Heinly Family: 436. 

Hendleton: 327. 

Hereford Furnace, erected in 1734: 443. 

Hereford Township: 22, 26; schools, 68, 294; 
general history, 290-94; industries, 292, 
293. 

Herdfordsville. Town of: 273, 293. 

Hessian Camp Site: 271-72. 

Hetrick, Dr. George, writing on the Medical 
Profession of Berks County: 163. 


Highways: 45, 311-15, 332-34, 344, 372, 357. 


Historical Society of Berks County: 236-37. 

Home for Friendless Children: 27. 

Homeopathic Hospital: 27. 

Hotels and Taverns: 181-85, 312, 314, 335 
Sie, GULe 

House of Good Shepherd: 27. 


Huff’s Church. Village of: 273, 293-94. 

Huguenots of Berks Co.: 16. 

Hyde Park: 274. 

bet of Berks County: 9-13, 18-19, 473- 
6. 

Insane Asylum, South Mountain State: 571. 

Inter-State Commercial College: 78. 

Industries of Berks County: of Reading, 248; 
Rockland, 277; District, 279; Washington, 
280-81; Hereford, 291, 293; Albany, 298, 
Longswamp, 306; Richmond, 312; Windsor, 
321-22; Perry, 324; Heidelberg, 326; Ro- 
beson & Union, 327; Cumru, 328; Birds- 
boro, 328, 343-44, 424-27; Millmont, 328; 
Montello, 328; Maxatawny, 331; Wyomis- 
sing, 349-50; Mohnton, 351; West Reading, 
352; Shillington, 352-53; Boyertown, 355; 
Womelsdori, 358; Bernville, 359; Bechtels- 
ville, 361; Fleetwood, 361; Shoemakersville, 
365; Bechtelsville, 367; Kutztown, 375-78; 
iron industries, 401-03; general, 402; Read- 
ing Iron Co., 403-05; Carpenter Steel Co., 
405-09; Mt. Penn Stove Wks, 410-11; 
Reading Stove Works, 411; Parish Mnfg. 
Corp., 412; textile, 412-14; hardware, 414- 
16; bicycle, 416; hats and caps, 417-19; 
organs and pianos, 419; index of com- 
modities, 421; industries of boroughs, 422- 
24; industries of Western Berks, 536-60. 

Iron Industry of Berks County: 274, 292, 
306, 312, 355, 401. 

Jacksonwald: 274. 

Jefferson Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Jewish Churches: 98-100. 

Jewish Charitable Organizations: 100. 

Judges of Berks County: sce Bench and Bar. 

junction, village, formerly Towerville: 2 

Jury Commissioners: 38. 

Kempton: 294, 302. 

Keystone National Bank, Reading: 140. 

Keystone State Normal School: 337, 393-99. 

Kinesville: 294. 

Kirbyville: 315. 

Kistler, Rev. C. E.: 223. 

Kistler’s Valley: 223-32. 

Kline Family: 437. 

Klinesville: 285. 

Knights of Columbus: 192. 

Knights of Pythias: 190-91. 

Krick Family: 437. 

Kriebel, H. W., writing on the Schwenckfel- 
ders: 91. 

Krumsville, formerly Smithville: 285, 294. 

Kutztown: Borough of: 23; schools, 68; 
banks, 148; 334, 338; founded, 341, 371; 
general history, 371-393, as borough, 371; 
first town officials, 371; highways, 372, 
374; hotels, 372-74; branch railway, 374; 
industries, 375-77; mercantile, 377; Press, 
378; Park, 379; theatres, 379; water supply 
379; fire company, 380; civil bodies, 381; 
fraternal orders, 381-84; schools, 354-99; 
churches, 386-89; professions, 339-S1; fairs, 
391; Indian history, 391; cemeteries, 392; 
Normal School, 393-99. 

Land Titles. Extinguishing Indian: 18-19. 

Landis Store, hamlet: 279. 

Language and Customs of Berks Countians: 
179-81. 
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Leesport: 294. 

Lenhartsville: 23, 341, 346. 

Lenhartsville, village: 284-85. 

apd aca (Livengood, Livingood) Family: 
437. 

Lincoln’s Ancestors, Home of: 443; death of 
President Lincoln, 445. 

Liscum Hamlet: 285. 

List, Friedrich, publicist, reformer, ambas- 
sador: 455-57. 

Little Oley: 274. 

Lobachsville: 274, 276. 

Longswamp Township: 22, 26; general his- 
tory, 303-07; schools, 68, 305; settlers, 304; 
churches, 305; industries, 306; railroads, 
306-07. 

Lorah, formerly State Hill: 326. 

Lorane, formerly Exeter: 274. 

Lotteries: 51-52. 

Lower Alsace Township: 22, 26, 68, 273. 

Lower Heidelberg Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Ludwig Family: 438. 

Lutheran Church—see also Churches, and 
town and borough classifications: 79, 81, 
82-83. 

Lyons: 294, 332, 338. 

Maiden Creek Township: 22, 26, 68, 307-08; 
general history, 307-09. 

Manatawny Section: 273-94. 

Maple Grove: 294. ? i 

Marion Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Masonic Lodges: 187-88. 

Mass Meetings, Political: 216-17. 

Maxatawny Township: 22-23, 26; schools, 68, 
337-38; 294; general history, 328-38; erec- 
tion of, 329; streams, 331; roads, 332-34; 
railroads, 334; Indians in, 334; tavern, 334- 
35; churches, 335-37; villages, 338. 

Medical History; 163-75; early physicians. 
164-69; Berks County Medical Society, 
169-73; Library, 173-74; World War record, 
174-75. 

Medical Library of Berks County: 173. 

Memorial Services for Great Americans: 445- 
50. 

Mennonite Brethren: 100. 

Mertztown: 294, 306. 

Methodist Episcopal Church—see also com- 
munity classifications—: 97. 

Mexican War: 109-10, 553. 

Military History: 101-127, 535-556. French 
and Indian War, 101-02, 535-46; Revolu- 
tion, 102-05, 546-51; Whiskey Insurrection, 
107; House Tax Insurrection, 108; War ot 
1812, 108-09, 552-53; in Mexican War, 109- 
10, 553; in Civil War, 110-13, 553-5; G. 
A. R. Posts, 113-15; Spanish American War, 
115-17, 555; World War, 117-27, 174-75, 
555-56; the Selective Service records, 122- 
24; war bonds, 124; American Legion posts, 
124-25; Armistice Day, 125-27; of Western 
Berks County, 535-56. 

Militia of Berks County in World War: 117. 
Miller, Rev. Peter, pioneer Reformed min- 
ister: 487, 490. 

Millersburg: 326. 

Millmont: 327, 328. 

Milltown: 294. 

Mills, Early: 279, 281, 285, 298, 312, 321, 
324, 328, 331, 344. 


Mineralogy of Berks County: 2. 

Mohnton, Borough of: 23, 327, 241, 350-51. 

Mohnton Trust Co: 150. 

Mohrsville Station: 326. 

Mohrsville: 294, 324. 

Molltown, village: 309. 

Monocacy Station: 274. 

Monocacy, village: 327. 

Montello: 327, 328. 

Montello Brick Works: 328. 

Monterey, village: 294, 338, 339. 

Moose, Loyal Order of: 193. 

Moravian Church: 96-97, 100 (see also Zin- 
zendorf). 

Morgantown: 327. 

Morysville: 274. 

Moselem: 294, 311, 312, 315, 316. 

Moselem Spring: 319. 

Mothers’ Assistance Fund: 28. 

Mount A£tna: 326. 

Mount Penn, borough: 23, 347-48. 

Mountain, hamlet, 302. 

Muhlenberg Township: 23, 26, 273. 

Museum and Art Gallery, Reading: 74-76. 

Mystic Shrine & Rajah Temple, Reading: 
188-89. 

National Bank of Boyertown: 146-47. 

National Bank of Topton: 148-49. 

National Union Bank of Reading: 139. 

Navigation, Schuylkill—see also Schuylkill and 
Susquehanna Nav.: 41. 

New Berlinville: 274. 

Neversink Bank, Reading: 141. 

New Jerusalem, village: 274, 278. 

Newspapers of Berks ‘“County—see also 
Press—: 157-62. 

North Heidelberg Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Northeastern Trust Company, of Reading: 
142. 

Northumberland County: 19-20, 23. 

One Hundred and Seventy-fifth Anniversary 
of Reading’s Founding: 264-69. 

Ontelaunee Section: 294-325. 

Ontelaunee Township: 23, 26, 68, 294. 

Organ Manufacturers: 419. 

Otto, Dr. Bodo, early physician: 165-66. 

Pagoda on Mt. Penn: 443. 

Passmore Village: 281. 

Penn Gravity Railroad: 241-42, 274. 

Penn National Bank, Reading: 140. 

Penn Township: 23, 26, 68, 325. 

Pennsylvania R. R. System: 50-51. 

Pennsylvania Trust Company, Reading: 143- 
45. 

Peoples’ Trust Company, of Wyomissing: 151. 

Perry Township: 23, 26, 294; general re- 
view, 323-25; churches, 324-25; schools, 
325% 

Philadelphia & Reading Railroad: 46-50, 303. 

Piano Manufacturers: 421. 

Pike Township: 23, 26, 68, 273, 276. 

Pikeville, 274, 276. 

Pioneer Families of Berks County: 429-39; 
of Western Berks, 472-81. 

Plant and Animal Life: 5-7. 

Pleasantville: 274. 

Political History: Presidential votes, 215-16; 
mass meetings, 216-17; barbecues, 217-18; 
state senators, 218; assemblymen, 218-20; 
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HISTORICAL INDEX 


state and national representation, 220-21. 

Poor Directors: 35-37. 

Population: 441. 

Potts, Dr. Jonathan, early physician: 164-65. 

Presbyterian Church: 98. 

Press—see also newspapers-—378, 463. 

Pricetown, village: 274, 275. 

Prison Inspectors: 37-38. 

Prison Wardens: 38. 

Prisons of County: 24-25. 

Prison Statistics: 28. 

Prothonotaries of County: 33. 

Quaker Societies—see Society of Friends. 

Quota Club: 203-04. 

Railroads: steam, 46-51; electric, 51. 

Reading, City of: 1, 22; schools, 68, 69-78: 
chronology, 71-73; school buildings, 73- 
74: school board, 74; school statistics, TAs 
museum and art gallery, 74-76; Schuylkill 
Collece, 76-78; Interstate Commercial Col- 
lege, 78; churches, 81, 82-83, 85, 89-91, 95, 
96, 97, 98-100; military history, 102, 103- 
04, 107, 108, 109-10, 11-12, 115-16, 118-27; 
war bonds, 124; Am. Legion posts, 124-25; 
Armistice Day, 125-27; banks and banking, 
137-45; banking statistics, 152; newspapers 
158-62; physicians, 164-69; dental surgeons, 
177-78; hotels, 181-85; fraternal orders, 187- 
04; women’s organizations, 195-205; Arner- 
ican Red Cross, 207-68; Politics, 216-21; 
Kistler’s Valley, 223-32; historic buildings, 
233; water, 235; sewerage, 235; lighting, 
235; churches and schools, 235; Historical 
Society, 236-37; turnpikes and stage lines, 
237; modern improvements, 237-39; parks, 
239; street railways, 240-41; mountain 
railroads, 241-43; City Hall, 243; Post 
Office, 243; cemeteries, 243-44; names of 
streets, 245; some important events, 245- 
48; fires, 248; industries, 243; Progressive 
influence, 248-49; population, 249; borough 
and city government, 249-50; city officials, 
250-51; markets, 251-52; Chamber of Com- 
merce, 252-56; music, 256; Rotary Club, 
257-59; Rainbow Fire Company, 259-64; 
175th Anniversary, 264; Hessian Camp Site, 
271-72; points of excellence, 272. 

Reading Artillerists: 115-16. 

Reading Branch Bank: 137. 

Reading Cement Inlaid Tile Co.: 324. 

Reading Disposal Plant: 328. 

Reading Hospital: 27. 

Reading Industries: 401-27. 

Reading Iron Company: 403. 

Reading Liberty Bank: 141. 

Reading National Bank: 140-41. 

Reading Trust Company: 142-43. 

Reading Water Supply: 274. 

Recorders of County: 28, 33. 


~ Red Cross, American: 207-213; in Reading, 


207-08; county, 209-12; home service per- 
sonnel, 212-13. 

Reformed Church—see also community classi- 
fications and Churches; 84-85. 

Registers of County, since 1752; 33-34. 

Rehrersburg: 326. 

Reith’s Lutheran Church, first in the Tul- 
pehocken; 470-72, 483-34. 

Representatives— state and national; 220-21 
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Revolutionary War: 102-05, 546-S1. 

Richmond Township: 23, 26; schools, 68, 318- 
19; Crystal Cave, 310-11; general review, 
209-18; churches, 316-18. 

Roads, Turnpikes, Highways—see also High- 
ways—: 26, 44-45. ’ 

Robeson Township: 23; schools, 68; general 
review, 327. 

Robesonia Borough: 326, 353. 

Robesonia State Bank: 150-51. 

Rockland Township: 23, 26, 68, 273, 276-78. 

Rotary Club of Reading: 257-59. 

Rothbrocksville: 294, 338. 

Ruscombmanor Township: 23, 26, 68, 273, 
274-76. 

St. Catherine’s Female Orphan Asylum: 27. 

St. Daniel’s (Corner) Lutheran Church: 518- 
21. 

St. Joseph’s Hospital: 27. 

St. Lawrence: 274. 


“St. Michael’s Union Church, Tilden Twp.; 


513. 

St. Paul’s Orphan Asylura: 27. 

Salem Union Church, Millersburg: 517-18. 

Saul Family: 439. 

Schaefferstown: 326. 

Schofer, hamlet: 339. 

Schoharie Palatine Settlement on Tulpehocken: 
472-81. 

School Superintendents: 39. 

Schools—see also town and borough classi- 

fications-: common schools, 67; free 
schools by districts, 68; statistics for 
county, 68-69; Reading pubtic schools, 69- 
74; chronology, 71-73; buildings, 73-74; 
board, 74; Schuylkill College, 76-78; Inter- 
state Commercial College, 78; Keystone 
State Normal School, 393-99; Western 
Berks schools, 529-35. 

Schultzville: 274. 

Schuylkill College: 76-78. 

Schuylkill River: 5, 41. 

Schuylkill & Susquehanna Navigation (Union 
Canal): 41, 344, 560-69. 

Schuylkill Section: 327-38. 

Schuylkill Valley Stone Co.: 328. 

Schwenckfelders’ Church: 91-94. 

Second National Bank, Reading: 139-49. 

Senators, State: 218. 

Settlers, Early: in Manatawny section, 274; 
in Washington Twp., 280; in Hereford, 291; 
in Longswamp, 304; in Maiden Creek, 307; 
in Tulpehocken section, 326, 466-80; Kutz- 
town, 341, 371; pioneer families, 429-39; 
Western Berks, 466-80. 

Settlements, Early: the first settlements, 
Swedes, 15; Germans, 15-16; Huguenots. 
16; English, 16-17; Welsh, 17-18; other 
nationalities, 18; in Western Berks, 466-80. 

Seyfert: 327. 

Shamrock: 294, 306. 

Shanesville: 274. 

Sharlesville: 326. 

Sheriffs, from 1752; 31-32. 

Shillington Bank, The: 151. 


Shillington, Borough of: 23, 327, 341, 352-53. 


Shoe Manufacturers: 375. 
Shoemakersville: 294, 324, 341, 364-66. 
Siesholtzville: 274, 292-93. 
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462 READING AND BERKS COUNTY 


Sinking Spring: 327, 353. 

Sinking Spring churches: 526-27. 

Soldier Memorial Marker: 345. 

Solicitors, County: 35. 

South Mountain Sanataria: 570. 

Spanish-American War: 115-17, 555. 

Spiritualists of Berks County: 100. 

Spring Township: 23, 26, 68, 327, 328. 

Springmont: 327. 

Stage Lines: 45. 

Steel Manufacturers: 405-09. 

Steiner, John Conrad, early minister and 
schoolmaster: 288-89. 

Steinmetz, Mary Owen, writing on D. A. 
Ye ce 

Stoever, Rev. John Caspar, pioneer Lutheran 
minister: 486, 492. 

Stonetown: Stonersville: 274. 

Stony Creek Mills: 274, 348. 

Stouchsberg: 326. 

Stove Manufacturers: 411-12. 

Strausstown: 326, 353. 

Sunday Mails: 450. 

Surveyors, County: 35. 

Swedes, First to Settle in Berks County: 15. 


_ Taverns—see Hotels. 


Taxation, Summary of: 28. 

Teachers’ Institutes: 69. 

Telegraph: 53. 

Telephone: 53, 54. 

Temple Borough: 353. 

Temple: 274. 

Textile Plants: 376, 412-14—see also indusri- 
al and municipal classifications. 

Tilden Township: 23, 325. 

Topography of Berks County: 2-4. 

Topton, Borough of: 23, 307, 341, 368-71. 

Topton Orphans’ Home: 27. 

Trap Rock Quarry, Birdsboro: 328. 

Treasurers of Berks County: 31. 

Treichlersville: 274, 293. 

Trexler, village: 302-03. 

Tuckerton: 274. 

Tulpehocken, The Religious Confusion of: 
483-98. 

Tulpehocken Reformed Churches: 499-502. 

Tulpchocken Section: 325-27. 

Tulpehocken Township: 23, 26, 68, 325. 

Turnpikes: 44. 

Twenty-eighth Division, A. E. F.: 119-22. 

Union Canal: 41, 326, 327, 344, 359, 560-69. 

Union Township: 23, 26, 68, 327. . 

United Brethren Church: 100. 

Universalist Church: 100. 

Upper Bern Township: 22, 26, 68, 325. 

Upper Tulpehocken Township: 23, 26, 68, 
Ee AS 

Valuation, Berks County: 59-61. 

Virginville: 294, 306, 316, 320: 

Vital Statistics: 444. 

Voters, Registered in County: 28. 

Votes, Presidential: 215-16. 

Wagner Knitting Mills, The J. Hee3c4. 


Walnut-town: 294, 320. 

War Bonds, County Statistics: 124. 
War of 1812: 108-09, 552-53. 
Wars—see Military History. 

Washington, Death of George: 444. 
Washington Township: 23, 26, 68, 273, 280- 
82. . 

Weather Reports: 450-54. 

Weavertown: 274. 

Weilersville: 294. 

Weiser, Conrad, teacher, monk, jurist, soldier: — 
19, 313, 326, 415, 444, 473, 486, 490, 537- 
4 be : 


44. 

Weitzelville: 327. 

Welsh Settlers: 17-18. 

Wernersville: 326, 353. 

Wernersville National Bank: 147-48. 

Wernersville State Asylum: 27, 326. 

West Hamburg: 326. 

West Leesport: 23, 326, 346-47. 

West Reading, Borough of: 23, 341, 327, 351- 
52. 

Western Berks County: 462-572; introduction, 
462-64; settlement, 465-68; frontier life, 
468-72; land titles, 472-77; early settlers, 
477-81; early churches, 483-85; religious 
history—-Tulpehocken churches, 483-98; 
other old churches, 498-529; schools, 529- 
35, military history: French and Indian 
War, 535-46; Revolution, 546-51; War of 
1812, 551-52; Mexican War, 553; Civil 
War, 553-55; Spanish War, 555; World 
War, 355-56; Industries, 556-60; Charm- 
ing Forge, 558-59; Berkshire Forge, 559- 
560; Union Canal, 560-69; Tnstitutions, 
569-72. 

Wessnersville, village: 294, 302. 

Whiskey Insurrection: 107. 

Widows and Single Women, Home for: 27. 

Windsor Castle, Village of: 294, 306, 322. 

Windsor Township: 23, 26; schools, 68, 323; 
churches, 322, 294. 

Womelsdorf, Borough of: 23, 68, 326, 341, 
356-59. 

Womelsdorf Union Bank: 148. 

Women’s Clubs: Reading, 197-202; Werners- 
ville, 203; Womelsdorf, 203; Wyomissing, 
204-05. 

Women’s Organizations: D. A. R., 195-97; 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, 
Reading, 202-03; Quota Club, 203-04; Del- 
phian Society, 205. 

Woolen Mills: 274, 361. 

World War:—See also Military History: 117- 
27; 174-75; 155-56. 

Wyomissing, Borough of: 23, 327, 341, 248- 
50. 

Yellow House, village: 274. 

Zinzendorf, Count, (Unitas Fratrum); 496. 
Zion’s Union Church, Womelsdorf: 527-29. 
Zion’s Union Church, nr. Strausstown: 514- 
17. 
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